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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Baltimore  Conference — John  Davis,  S.  Brisou,  A.  GriflSth,  J.  A. 
Collins.  N.  J,  B.  Morgan,  William  Hamilton,  N.  Wilson,  John  Bear, 
John  Bowen,  John  Miller,  S.  A.  Roszel. 

I^HiLADELPHiA  CONFERENCE — J.  P.  Durbin,  Levl  Scott,  D.  Dailey, 
J.  T.  Hazzard,  J.  Kennaday,  Robert  Gerry,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Providence  Conference — A.  Stevens,  D.  Patten,  R.  W.  Allen,  A. 
Binney,  W.  Emerson. 

New-Jersey  Conference — C.  Pitman,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
M.  Force,  I.  Winner,  T.  N.  Felch,  D,  W.  Bartine. 

New-England  Conference — J.  D.  Bridge,  P.  Crandall,  James 
Porter,  M.  Traftou,  M.  Raymond,  A.  D.  Sargeant. 

New-York  Conference — B.  Creagh,  George  Peck,  E.  E.  Griswold, 
J.  Floy,  B.  Griffen,  P.  P.  Sandford,  M.  Richardson,  D.  Curry,  J.  Holdich, 
Daniel  Smith,  Fitch  Reed,  P.  Rice,  William  Jewett. 

New-Hampshire  Conference — 0.  C.  Baker,  Elisha  Adams,  L.  D. 
Barrows,  J.  G.  Smith. 

Troy  Conference — T.  Spicer,  John  Clark,  B.  M.  Hall,  T.  Benedict, 
J.  T.  Peck,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  M.  Wever,  John  Frazer. 

Vermont  Conference — John  Currier,  Charles  R.  Harding,  S.  P. 
Williams. 

Black  River  Conference — George  Gary,  John  Dempster,  H.  Mat- 
tison,  Isaac  Stone,  C.  W.  Leet. 

Pittsburgh  Conference — R.  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Kenney,  J.  J. 
Swayze,  C.  Cooke,  J.  Prummond,  J.  Spencer,  J.  Monroe. 

Oneida  Conference — D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S. 
Comfort,  William  Reddy,  I.  Parks,  H.  Colburn,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

Maine  Conference — Joseph  H.  Jenne,  George  Webber,  Heman 
Nickerson,  Eaton  Shaw,  Wm.  Marsh,  E.  B.  Fletcher,  William  F.  Far- 
rington,  Moses  Hill. 


4  UST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFEREXCES. 

Erie  Conference — J.  C.  Ayers,  J.  J.  Steadman,  J.  Bain,  G.  W. 
Clarke,  B.  0.  Plimpton,  H.  Kinsley. 

Rock  River  Conference — R.  Haney,  A.  E.  Phelps,  H.  Summers, 
P.  Judson,  J.  Chandler. 

North  Ohio  Conference — John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 
Poe,  E.  Thompson,  John  Quigley,  J.  M'Mahan. 

Genesee  Conference — William  Hosmer,  Glezen  Filmore,  Thomas 
Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager,  John  B.  Alverson,  John  W. 
Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

Ohio  Conference — J.  B.  Finley,  Charles  Elliott,  Jacob  Young,  G. 
W.  Walker,  J.  S.  Tomlinson,  William  Nast,  William  Herr,  J.  M.  Trim- 
ble. J.  F.  Wright,  J.  Stewart. 

Iowa  Conference — Henry  W.  Reed,  George  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana  Conference — R.  Hargrave,  S.  Cooper,  S.  Brenton, 
W.  H.  Goode,  J.  C.  Smith. 

Michigan  Conference — E.  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  J.  Brakeman, 
W.  Sprague,  S.  Chatfield. 

Illinois  Conference — P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  G.  W.  Robbins,  J. 
S.  Barger,  L.  S.  Jacoby. 

Indiana  Conference — E.  G.  Wood,  M.  Simpson,  J.  Kerns,  L.  W. 
Berry,  H.  S.  Talbott. 


GENERAL  CONFERENCE,  1848. 


Opening  of  Con- 
ference. 


MONDAY,  MAY  1. 

The  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  of  the  Meth-        Mayi, 
odist     Episcopal   "Church     assembled     in     Liberty -street   ^(,°^®,J',gg'^ 
Church,  in  the  city  of  Pittsburgh,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M., 
Bishops    Hedding,   Waugh,  Morris,   Hamline,    and  Janes 
being  present. 

Bishop  Hedding  opened  the  proceedings  by  readmg 
the  Scriptures  and  singing  the  380th  hymn.  Prayer  by 
Bishops  Waugh  and  Morris. 

S.  A.  Roszel  and  Joseph  M.  Trimble  were  requested  to  ^^f  Kgan\- 
act  as  secretaries  in  organizing  the  General  Conference.  zing. 

Bishop  Hedding  called  the  Annual  Conferences  in 
order,  and  the  following  delegates  presented  to  the  Secre- 
taries their  certificates  of  election,  and  were  recognized  as 
members : — 

Baltimore  Conference. — John  Davis,  John  Bowen,  Nor-   ^^||5"**°* 
val  Wilson,  Samuel  Brison,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  John  Miller, 
William  Hamilton,  John  A.  Collins,  Alfred  Griffith,  S.  A. 
Roszel,  John  Bear. 

Philadelphia. — David  Dailey,  John  T.  Hazzard,  John 
Kennaday,  James  A.  Massey,  Levi  Scott,  John  P.  Durbin, 
Robert  Gerry. 

Providence. — Abel  Stevens,  Isaac  Bonney,  David  Pat- 
ten, Ralph  W.  Allen,  Warren  Emerson. 

New- Jersey. — Charles  Pitman,  George  F.  Brown,  John 
K.  Shaw,  Manning  Force,  Isaac  N.  Felch,  David  W. 
Bartine. 

New-England. — Jonathan  D.  Bridge,  Miner  Raymond, 
M,  Trafton,  Aaron  D.  Sargeant,  Phineas  Crandall. 

New-  York. — Peter  P.  Sandford,  Bartholomew  Creagh, 
George  Peck,  Daniel  Cuny,  Daniel  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
James  Floy,  Edwin  E.  Griswold,  Joseph  Holdich,  Marvin 
Richardson,  Benjamin  Griffen,  William  Jewett,  John  J. 
Matthias. 

New- Hampshire. — Osman  C.  Baker,  Lorenzo  D.  Barrow, 
Elisha  Adams,  Eleazar  Smith. 

Troy. — Tobias  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Timothy  Benedict, 
Barnes  M.  Hall,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  John  Frazer,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  M.  Wever. 
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Mayl. 
Delegations 
called. 


Vermont. — J.  Currier,  C.  R.  Harding,  S.  P.  Williams. 

Black  River. — George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac 
Stone,  Charles  W.  Leet,  John  Dempster. 

Pittahurgh. — Robert  Hopkins,  Simon  Elliott,  Wesley 
Kenney,  John  J.  Swayze,  Charles  Cooke,  James  Drum- 
mond,  John  Spencer,  Joshua  Monroe. 

Oneida. — Silas  Comfort,  William  Reddy,  Isaac  Parks, 
Hanford  Colburn,  L.  A.  Eddy,  Nelson  Rounds,  David 
Holmes,  John  M.  Snyder. 

Maine. — ^Joseph  H.  Jennc,  Moses  Hill,  George  Webber, 
Elliott  B.  Fletcher,  William  F.  Farrington,  Heman  Nicker- 
son,  William  Marsh. 

Erie. — Hiram  Kinsley,  John  Bain,  George  W.  Clarke, 
John  C.  Ayers,  John  J.  Steadman. 

Rock  River. — Henry  Summers,  Richard  Haney,  Asahel 
Phelps,  Philo  Judson,  John  Chandler,  Hooper  Crews. 

North  Ohio. — John  H.  Power,  L.  B.  Gurley,  Adam 
Poe,  Edward  Thompson,  John  Quigley,  James  M'Mahan. 

Genesee. — Glezen  Filmore,  John  B.  Alverson,  William 
Hosmer,  Thomas  Carlton,  John  Dennis,  Schuyler  Seager, 
John  W.  Nevins,  Philo  Woodworth,  Jonas  Dodge. 

Ohio. — James  B.  Finley,  Jacob  Young,  George  W. 
Walker,  Charles  Elliott,  Joseph  S.  Tomlinson,  William 
Nast,  William  Herr,  Joseph  M,  Tiimble,  John  F.  Wright. 

Iowa. — Henry  W.  Reed,  George  B.  Bowman. 

North  Indiana. — John  C.  Smith,  Samuel  Brenton, 
William  H.  Goode,  Samuel  C.  Cooper. 

Michigan. — Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Josiah 
Brakeman,  William  Sprague,  Larraon  Chatfield. 

Illinois. — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  George  W. 
Robbins,  John  S.  Barger,  Ludwig  J.  Jacoby. 

Indiana. — Enoch  G.  Wood,  Matthew  Simpson,  John 
Kerns,  Lucian  W.  Berry,  Henry  S.  Talbot. 


Secretaries 
pointed. 


Eules  of  Confer- 
ence. 


On  counting,  it  was  ascertained  that  there  were  one 
hundred  and  thirty-four  members  present. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  choose  a  Secre- 
tary by  ballot.  Joseph  M.  Trimble  was  elected.  Confer- 
ence resolved  to  have  two  Assistant  Secretaries,  and 
Jesse  T.  Peck  and  John  Frazer  were  chosen. 

The  Conference  determined  to  open  their  sessions  at 
eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  adjourn  at  twelve  o'clock,  noon. 

On  motion  of  brother  Griffith,  the  rules  and  regulations 
for  conducting  the  business  of  the  General  Conference  of 
1844  were  proposed  as  the  rules,  &c.,  for  the  present 
session.  They  were  read.  A  motion  to  take  up  and 
adopt  the  rules,  one  by  one,  failed. 

A  motion  to  transpose  some  of  the  terms  m  the  seventh 
rule,  failed. 

On  motion  of  brother  Durbin,   the   seventh   rule  was 
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{    amended  by  this  addition  to  the  word  substiiivte,  "which        Mayi. 
\    may  also  be  amended." 

A  motion  to  amend  the  eleventh  rule  failed,  when  the   Motiontoamend 
rules,    orders,    &c.,    with    the    above    amendments,    were    "^®' 
adopted,  for  the  government  of  the  present  session  of  the  • 
General  Conference. 

On  motion,  the   conference  resolved  that  when  it  ad- 
'joui-n,  it  adjourn  to  meet  again  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 

A  motion  to  prolong  the  session  fifteen  minutes  pre- 
vailed, and  on  motion  the  conference  adjourned. 


MONDAY  AFTEKNOON,  MAT  1. 

Conference  met  at  three  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  Jacob  Young. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  list  was  called,  and  the  journals  were  read  and 
approved. 

Brothers  Nickerson  and  Marsh,  of  the  Maine  Confer- 
ence, George  W.  Bowman  and  Henry  W.  Reed,  of  the 
Iowa  Conference,  and  B.  0.  Plimpton,  of  the  Erie  Con- 
ference, presented  their  certificates  of  election,  and  were 
recognized  as  members. 

Brother  Davis  off'ercd  the  following  resolutions,  which 
were  adopted,  namely  : — • 

"  1.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  from 
each  delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed, 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  administi-ation 
of  the  General  Superintendents,  or  that  have  reference  to 
the  Episcopacy. 

"  2.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  one  member  of  each 
delegation,  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to 
be  called  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  the  acts  and  doings  of  the  several  annual  con- 
ferences, and  all  other  matteis  connected  with  that  subject. 

"  3.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  consisting  of  one 
member  from  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  the  dele- 
gations, to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the 
boundaries  of  the  several  annual  conferences. 

"  4.  That  a  committee,  to  consist  of  one  from  each  dele- 
gation, to  be  selected  by  the  delegations,  be  appointed,  to 
be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom 
shall  be  referred  the  reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  and  Cincinnati,  and  all  other  matters  relating  to  the 
interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

"  6.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  one 
from  each  delegation,  to  be  selected  by  the  delegations, 
to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  shall 


Additional  dele- 
gates received. 


Committee 
Episcopacy. 


Committee     on 
Itinerancy. 


Committee     on 
Boundaries. 


Committee     on 
Book  Concern. 


Committee    on 
Missions. 
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Committee  on 
Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Bu- 


Resolntion   laid 
on  the  table. 


Committee     on 
Education. 


Committee     on 
Temperance. 


Committee  on 
Expenses  of 
Delegates. 


Committee    on 
S.  Schools,  &c. 


Committee     on 
Bible  Cause. 


be  referred  all  matters  that  relate  to  the  missionary  de- 
partment. 

"  6.  That  a  committee  be  appointed,  to  consist  of  seven 
members,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Revisal  and 
Unfinished  Business,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  propo- 
sitions for  changes  in  the  Disciphne  of  the  Church. 

[The  above  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table,  namely, 
the  6th.J 

"  1.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  nine  members,  be 
appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Education,  to 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  relating  to  our  semi- 
naries of  learning. 

"  8.  That  a  committee,  consisting  of  seven  members, 
be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions  and  propositions 
on  that  subject. 

"  9.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascertain  the  whole  amount  of 
the  expenses  of  the  delegates;  of  the  collections  taken 
up  to  pay  them ;  and  if  there  be  a  deficiency,  report  as  to 
the  best  method  of  paying  it. 

"  10.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  and  Tract  So- 
cieties, to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  communications  on 
those  subjects. 

"11.  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be 
called  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  to  whom  shall 
be  referred  all  communications  on  that  subject." 

The  followmg  resolution  was  read  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Special  Committee  be  appointed 
upon  the  State  of  the  Church,  to  consist  of  two  members 
from  each  conference. 

"  Matthew  Simpson, 

"  John  P.  Durbin,  and  others," 


Com.of  two  from 
each  Conf.  on 
the  State  of  the 
Church. 

Com.  on  Char- 
tered Fund. 

Bar  of  Confer- 
ence. 

Committee  of 
three  to  print 
rules,  &C. 


Voted,  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding,  "  to  be  chosen 
by  the  delegations." 

A  motion  to  amend  further,  by  striking  out  two  and  in- 
serting one,  was  lost. 

Tlie  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted ;  the  commit- 
tee, therefore,  is  to  consist  of  two  from  each  conference. 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  Committee  on  the  Chartered 
Fund,  to  consist  of  seven." 

Voted,  that  a  line  passing  by  the  third  pillar  from  the   | 
pulpit  be  the  bar  of  the  conference. 

"Resolved,  That  there  be  a  committee  of  three  to  have 
the  rules  of  the  conference,  together  with  the  standing 
committees,  and  boarding  places  of  the  delegates,  printed  ,| 
in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  the  com^erence." 
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Moved,  that  the  preacher  in  charge  of  this   church  be         ^^»y  '• 
permitted  to  sit  within  the  bar. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  so  as  to  include  all  the   '^^}}^Jl  ?J.Jfu' 
travelling  preachers  present.     Brother  Spencer  moved  to 
amend   the  amendment,  so   as    to  include   the  stationed 
preachers  of  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city,  and  Birmingham, 
and  no  others. 

On  motion  of  brother  Clarke,  the  motion  and  amend- 
ments were  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  that  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Pittsburgh  District, 
and  the  preachers  in  charge  in  Pittsburgh,  Alleghany  city, 
and  Birmingham,  be  a  committee  to  superintend  the  re- 
ligious services  during  our  session. 

On  motion,  W.  Kenney  was  added  to  the  committee,  and 
made  chairman  of  the  same. 

On  motion,  the  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  Woodworth. 


vellng  preach- 
ers to  sit  with- 
in tho  bar. 


Laid  on  the 
table. 

Committee  on 
Eeligions  Ser- 
vices. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAT  2. 

The  conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the 
usual  religious  exercises,  by  brother  Cooper.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair. 

Brother  Dempster  moved  to  dispense  with  the  calling 
of  the  list.     Carried. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  following  committees 
were  announced,  namely  : — 

On  Educatiox. — John  P.  Durbin,  Joseph  Holdich,  David 
Patten,  Osman  C.  Baker,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  Schuyler  Seager, 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Joseph  S.  Tomlinson,  Matthew  Simpson. 

On  Temperance. — Joshua  Monroe,  John  F.  Wright, 
John  Bowen,  George  Webber,  Jonas  Dodge,  Bartholomew 
Creagh,  L.  A.  Eddy. 

On  the  Expenses  of  Delegates. — WiUiam  Jewett, 
James  Drummond,  P.  Judson. 

On  Sabbath  Schools. — C.  Cooke,  John  J.  Matthias, 
William  H.  Goode,  John  Clarke,  Abel  Stevens,  N.  J.  B. 
Morgan,  William  Herr. 

On  the  Bible  Cause. — John  Bear,  L.  W.  Berry,  Miner 
Raymond,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Daniel  Curry,  J.  S. 
Barger. 

On  the  Chartered  Fund. — A.  Griflfith,  J.  F.  Wright, 
Peter  Cartwright,  John  Kennaday,  George  Gary,  Hiram 
Kinsley,  Daniel  Smith. 

To  Publish  Rules,  &c. — Wesley  Kenney,  Moses  Hill, 
S.  A.  Roszel. 

On  Episcopacy. — A  Griffith,  David  Dailey,  Isaac 
Bonney,  Manning  Force,  Phineas  Crandall,  P.  P.  Sand- 
ford,  Ehsha  Adams,  Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  John  Demp- 
ster, Joshua  Monroe,  David  Holmes,  Joseph  H.  Jenne,  John 


May  2. 


Committee    on 
Education. 


Committee    on 
Temperance. 


Committee     on 
Expenses       of 


Committee    on 
S.  Schools. 


Committee    on 
Bible  Cause. 


Committee 
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Committee    on 
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Mays. 


Committee    on 
Boundaries. 


Committee     on 
Itinerancy. 


Committee     on 
Book  Concern. 


Committee     on 


Committee  on 
the  State  of  the 
Church. 


Memorial  from 
Dr.  Durbln. 


C.  Ayers,  Hooper  Crews,  John  H.  Power,  Glezen  Filmore, 
Jacob  Young,  George  B.  Bowman,  Richard  Hazzard, 
J.  Brakeman,  Peter  Cartwright,  L.  W.  Berry. 

On  Boundaries. — S.  Brison,  L.  Scott,  W.  Emerson, 
I.  N.  Felch,  J.  D.  Bridge,  E.  E.  Griswold,  Eleazer  Smith, 
B.  M.  Hall,  C.  R.  Harding,  H.  Mattison,  Robert  Hopkins, 
L.  A.  Eddy,  E.  B.  Fletcher,  B.  0.  Plimpton,  Richard 
Haney,  Adam  Poe,  J,  W.  Nevins,  William  Herr,  G.  B. 
Bowman,  Samuel  C.  Cooper,  James  Shaw,  G.  W.  Robbins, 
E.  G.  Wood. 

On  Itinerancy. — N.  Wilson,  J.  A.  Massey,  David 
Patten,  I.  Winner,  M.  Trafton,  M.  Richardson,  L.  D. 
Barrows,  J.  M.  Wever,  S.  P.  Williams,  George  Gary,  J 
Spencer,  Silas  Comfort,  W.  F.  Harrington,  H.  Kinsley, 
J.  Chandler,  James  M'Mahan,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  J.  C.  Smith,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  P.  Akers,  John 
Kerns. 

On  the  Book  Concern. — J.  A.  Collins,  R.  Gerry,  A. 
Stevens,  D.  W.  Bartine,  J.  Porter,  J.  Floy,  E.  Adams, 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  Currier,  J.  Dempster,  Wesley  Kenney, 
H.  Colburn,  M.  Hill,  J.  Bain,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Quigley, 
Thomas  Carlton,  Joseph  S.  Tomlinson,  H.  W.  Reed,  Samuel 
Brenton,  L.  Chatfield,  J.  S.  Barger,  H.  S.  Talbot. 

On  Missions. — N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  J.  T.  Hazzard,  R.  W. 
Allen,  Charles  Pitman,  A.  D.  Sargeant,  B.  Griffen,  E. 
Smith,  T.  Benedict,  S.  P.  Williams,  George  Gary,  James 
Drummond,  J.  M.  Snyder,  William  Marsh,  G.  W.  Clarke, 
P.  Judson,  L.  B.  Gurley,  J.  Dennis.  Wm.  Nast,  George  B. 
Bowman,  William  H.  Goode,  L.  Chatfield,  L.  S.  Jacoby, 
L.  W.  Berry. 

On  the  State  of  the  Church. — John  Davis,  W. 
Hamilton,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Kennaday,  Isaac  Bonney, 
Abel  Stevens,  J.  K.  Shaw,  G.  F.  Brown,  Miner  Raymond, 
J.  D.  Bridge,  George  Peck,  Fitch  Reed,  Osman  C.  Bakeiv.. 
L.  D.  Barrows,  John  Clark,  A.  Witherspoon,  Charles  W. 
Leet,  Hiram  Mattison,  S.  Elliott,  J.  J.  Swayze,  N.  Rounds, 
Wm.  Reddy,  George  Webber,  Heman  Nickerson,  J.  J. 
Steadman,  G.  W.  Clarke,  H.  Summers,  Richard  Haney, 
J.  H.  Power,  E.  Thompson,  W.  Hosmer,  P.  Woodworth, 
G.  W.  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  George  B.  Bowman,  H.  W. 
Reed,  S.  C.  Cooper. 

Memoiials,  petitions,  &c.,  were  called  for. 

A  memorial,  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  was  read,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  General  Con- 
ference an  alteration  in  Discipline,  as  follows :  That  the 
words  '  or  travelling  or  local  preachers,'  be  inserted  in  sixth 
paragraph,  tenth  item,  question  2,  section  10,  of  chapter  1, 
between  the  words  members  and  fail,  so  that  the  paragraph 
shall  read,  *  To  prevent  scandal,  when  any  of  our  members, 
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or  traveling  or  local  preachers,  fail  in  business.' "  A  mo- 
tion was  made  to  refer  it  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 
This  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  resolution  appointing  a  committee 
of  seven  on  revisal  and  unfinished  business. 

Conference  ordered  such  a  committee,  and  the  Phila- 
delphia memorial  was  referred  to  said  committee. 

Brother  Durbin  presented  the  following  from  the  same 
conference : — 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  next  General 
Conference,  to  graduate  the  claims  on  their  conference 
funds  according  to  the  time  of  service,  and  the  necessities 
of  the  claimants. 

"  A  true  copy  from  the  journal  of  the  Philadelphia  An- 
nual Conference,  held  at  Easton,  Md.,  dated  March  29th, 
1848."     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

A  communication  in  reference  to  Carlisle  Station,  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Durbin,  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  resolution  of  the  preachers'  meeting,  ^Philadelphiar 
was  presented  by  Dr.  Durbin,  asking  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  take  some  method  to  secure  uniformity  in  the  mode 
of  pronouncing  the  benediction.  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisal. 

A  communication  by  the  same,  from  Rev.  I.  T,  Cooper 
and  others,  in  regard  to  local  preachers.  First  question 
referred  to  the  bishops,  viz. :  "  Where,  and  how,  is  a  local 
preacher  amenable  after  receiving  a  location,  and  before 
he  fixes  his  membership  in  some  Quarterly  Conference." 

Second  question  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal, 
viz. :  "  Has  a  local  preacher  or  minister  of  the  M.  E. 
Church  a  right  to  enter  into  contract  with  another  Church, 
or  with  an  association  out  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  for  his 
ministerial  services,  without  or  with  the  consent  of  the 
pastor  of  the  charge  where  he  belongs  ?  Is  such  a  right 
inherent  in  the  local  ministry  of  the  M.  E.  Church  ?" 

A  memorial  was  presented  from  the  Oneida  Conference, 
on  the  subject  of  a  depository  of  books  at  Wilkesbarre. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  memorial  on  boundaries,  from  the  Rock  River  Con- 
ference, was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Voted,  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Genesee 
Conference  as  refers  to  boundaries  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  memorial  against  the  division  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
from  the  preachers  on  Marietta  District,  presented  by  J. 
Young,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  petition  from  the  N.  Indiana  Conference,  asking  de- 
ductions from  the  claim  against  A,  Wood,  was  referred  to 
the  Book  Committee. 


Maya. 


Committee  on 
Kevlsal  order- 
ed. 


Eesolution  from 
Phila.  Conf.  on 
claims. 


Communication 
from  preachers' 
meeting,  Phil- 
adelphia. 


Memorials  pre- 
sented. 
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Mays. 
Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


Ecv.  Messrs. 
Kichey,  Kyer- 
son  and  Green, 
of  Canada. 


Committee  t( 
arrange  Disci 
pline  ordered. 

Committee  oi 
Hymn-Book. 


Memorial   from 
Pliiladelphia. 


Referred  to 
committee 
seven. 


Bed- 
ding and  Janes 
in  the  caae  of 
Jolin  N.  Maf- 
fitt 


A  memorial  from  the  Ebenezer  Station  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  in  St.  Louis,  was  presented  by  brother  Akers. 
The  reading  was  called  for  and  ordered. 

Moved  to  refer  said  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

J.  A.  CoUins  moved  to  amend  by  referring  so  much  of 
said  memorial  as  refers  to  the  Episcopacy  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy.  Amendment  adopted.  Voted  to 
refer  the  balance  of  the  memorial  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  from  the  African  M.  E.  Church  in  St. 
Louis  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  from  the  Cape  Girardeau  Circuit  Quarterly 
Conference,  presented  by  brother  Akers,  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  petition  in  reference  to  a  claim  against  B.  C.  Wood. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Credentials  of  Rev.  M.  Richey,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson 
Green,  as  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church  in  Canada,  were  presented  by  the  bishop,  and 
read,  whereupon  Rev.  Anson  Green  was  introduced  to  th^ 
conference,  and  invited  to  a  seat. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  call  up  the  resolution  laid  on 
the  table  yesterday,  in  reference  to  inviting  visiting  breth- 
ren within  the  bar.     Carried. 

Moved,  as  a  substitute  to  the  previous  motions,  that  all 
General  Conference  officers,  and  all  travelling  ministers, 
be  invited  to  take  their  seats  within  the  bar ;  and  that  the 
officers  be  invited  to  speak  upon  any  matters  which  con- 
cern their  offices.     Carried. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  a  committee  of  five,  to  arrange 
the  Discipline,  be  appointed. 

Moved,  by  J.  Floy,  that  a  committee  of  seven  be  ap- 
pointed, to  take  into  consideration  the  revisal  of  the  Hymn- 
Book  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  report  whether  they  deem 
any  improvement  necessary. 

On  motion  of  J.  Holdich,  the  conference  reconsidered 
the  motion  referring  the  memorial  from  Philadelphia,  on 
the  subject  of  graduating  claims,  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visal. It  was  moved  to  refer  said  subject  to  a  select 
committee  of  seven.  Brother  Wright  moved  to  substitute 
a  committee  of  seven,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  which  was  carried. 

Bishop  Hedding  referred  a  portion  of  the  administration 
of  himself  and  Bishop  Janes,  which  had  been  called  in 
question,  through  a  public  print,  by  the  Rev.  E.  Bowen, 
to  the  General  Conference,  expressing  the  wish  of  him- 
self and  Bishop  Janes  that  it  might  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on   Episcopacy.      Bishop  Janes  concurred  in 
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this  request.     On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck,  such  reference        May  2. 

•wa<5  madp  Referred         to 

was  maae.     _  ^        ,    ,         ,^    ,„.,  .     •      ,    ,.         ,       .,  Committee   on 

A  resolution  offered  by  JS.  Wilson,  in  relation  to  the    Episcopacy. 
Southern  boundary,  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  G.  Filmore,  conference  adjourned.    Prayer 
by  brother  Bonney. 


WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  3. 


Mays. 


Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  Bishop  Hamline  in  the 
chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  Crews,  the 
Journals  were  read. 

The  certificate  of  James  Porter,  of  the  New-England 
Conference,  was  presented.  He  was  duly  recognized,  and 
took  his  seat. 

Bishop  Hamline  announced  the  following  committees, 
'namely : — 

Committee  on  Revisal. — George  Peck,  George  Gary, 
James  M'Mahan,  Peter  Akers,  Levi  Scott,  Hiram  Kinsley, 
Timothy  Benedict. 

Committee  on  the  Arrangement  of  Discipline. — 
Tobias  Spicer,  J.  A.  CoUins,  Edward  Thompson,  H.  S. 
Talbot,  James  Porter. 

Committee  on  Finance. — Charles  Cooke,  John  Bear, 
Glezen  Filmore,  J.  H.  Power,  Hooper  Crews,  J.  H.  Jenne, 
Isaac  Parks. 

Committee  to  consider  and  report  on  the  Revisal 
OF  the  Hymn-Book. — C.  EUiott,  M.  Simpson,  W.  Hosmer, 
J,  Floy,  David  Patten,  G.  F.  Brown,  Nelson  Rounds. 

The  bishops  presented  several  questions  of  Discipline, 
for  the  decision  of  the  General  Conference.  N.  Wilson 
moved  to  publish  said  questions  in  the  Daily  Christian 
Advocate. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
Daily  Christian  Advocate,  and  to  insert  two  hundred 
copies    for   the    exclusive    use    of   the    General    Confer- 


Certificate  of  J. 
Porter  present- 
ed. 


Committee 
Kevisal. 


Committee  oi 
Arrangement 
of  Discipline. 


Committee 
Finance. 


Committee  on 
Revisal  of  the 
Hymn-Book. 

Questions  of 
Discipline  pre- 
sented. 


Hiram  Mattison  moved  as  a  substitute  :  "  Resolved,  That 
the  documents  be  published  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advo- 
cate, subject  to  the  revision  of  the  bishops." 

J.  Clark  moved  to  lay  the  motion,  amendments,  and 
substitute,  on  the  table,  which  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  voted  to  suspend  the  rules, 
to  allow  the  bishops  to  submit  certain  questions  of  order 
to  the  conference  for  decision. 

Are  the  following  motions  debateable  ? — To  lay  on  the 
table,  previous  question,  to  read  a  paper  pending  a  ques- 
tion, to  reconsider,  to  take  up  items  of  business. 

Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  adjourn  and  to 


Enles   Buspend- 
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Mays. 
Rnles   goapend- 


John  Bear'B  cer- 
tificate      pre- 


Memorials   pre- 
sented. 


Dr.  Dixon  intro- 
duced to  the 
conference. 


Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


Commnnlcatlon 
from  J.  Hamm 
and  J.  Bicb. 


lay  on  the  table   be   not   debateable.      Brother  Collins' 
motion  was  withdrawn. 

J.  Holdich  moved  that  those  questions  be  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

Brother  Murray  offered  as  a  substitute,  that  all  ques- 
tions of  order,  not  embraced  in  our  rules,  shall  be  decided 
by  the  chair  according  to  congressional  usages.     Cariied.     i 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  substitute. 

It  was  moved  to  lay  brother  Collins'  motion  on  the  table. 
Not  carried.     The  motion  to  reconsider  prevailed. 

Brother  Massey  withdrew  the  substitute. 

Brother  Collins  moved,  that  a  motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
be  not  considered  debateable. 

The  superintendents  requested  leave  to  withdraw 
their  paper  for  the  present.  Voted  that  leave  be 
granted. 

John  Bear's  certificate  of  election  as  a  delegate  from 
Baltimore  Conference  was  presented,  whereupon  he  was 
duly  recognized,  and  took  his  seat. 

J.  Kennaday  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Philadelphia 
German  Church.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions.    . 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  sub- 
ject from  New- York.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

J.  Floy  presented  a  memorial  from  the  New- York  Coli- 
ference,  asking  for  a  division  of  the  conference.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  P.  Sandford  presented  a  counter  memorial  on  the 
same  subject. 

Brother  Holdich  presented  simdry  memorials  from  the 
city  of  New- York  on  the  same  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Allen-street  Church,  New- 
York,  on  the  division  of  the  conference.  Referred  to  th* 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Dr.  Peck  presented  a  memorial  from  William  J.  Brisley, 
and  others,  on  the  subject  of  restoring  our  itinerancy  in 
stations.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  representative  of  the  Wesleyan  Metho- 
dist Church  in  Great  Britain,  was  introduced  to  the  con- 
ference, and  invited  to  a  seat. 

Osman  C  Baker  presented  a  memorial  from  New- 
Hampshire  Conference,  praying  for  a  rule  requiring  super- 
annuated preachers  to  give  an  account  of  their  receipts. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Finance. 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  Oneida  Confer- 
ence, praying  for  the  division  of  said  conference.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

W.  Marsh  presented  a  communication  from  John  Hamm 
and  J.  Rich,  in  relation  to  moneys  contributed  for  the 
rebuilding  of  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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M.  Hill  presented  a  memorial  from  II.  W.  Pilsbury, 
and  others,  in  relation  to  conference  name,  &c.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  communication  by  brother  Poe,  from  J.  M.  Armstrong, 
in  relation  to  the  Wyandott  Mission.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Cliurch. 

By  J.  Dodge,  in  relation  to  claims  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Another  communication  of  the  same  character,  in  rela- 
tion to  Chandler  Wheeler,  was  presented  by  brother 
Holmes. 

Resolutions  by  trustees  of  Genesee  "VVesleyan  Seminary, 
in  relation  to  the  division  of  Genesee  Conference,  presented 
by  J.  B.  Alverson. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  communications  in  relation  to 
an  alteration  of  Discipline.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Bevisal. 

Brother  Elliott  presented  two  memorials  from  Kentucky, 
asking  redress  for  the  grievances  growing  out  of  division 
line. 

Another  by  the  same,  from  Batesville,  Ark.,  on  the  same 
subject.  Read.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved  that  the  further 
reading  of  a  communication  from  Strawberry  Plains,  Ark., 
be  dispensed  with,  and  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church.  Lost,  and  the  reading 
proceeded.  Voted  to  refer  to  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

By  general  consent,  the  rules  of  the  conference  were 
suspended,  and  the  credentials  of  Dr.  Dixon,  representa- 
tive from  England,  were  presented  and  read.  Dr.  Dixon 
then  addressed  the  conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  T.  Peck : — 

"Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  annual  conferences 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of 
America,  in  General  Conference  assembled :  1st.  That 
the  cordial  thanks  of  this  body  be  pi-esented  to  the  Rev. 
Dr.  Dixon,  and  through  him  to  the  conference  he  repre- 
sents, for  the  honor  conferred  on  us  in  his  presence  and 
address,  and  that  he  be  affectionately  invited  to  take  such 
part  in  our  deliberations  as  may  be  agreeable  to  him. 
2d.  That  the  communication  from  the  British  Conference, 
presented  by  him,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
three,  with  instructions  to  report  the  reply  of  the  confer- 
ence." 

Resumed  the  call  for  memorials,  (fee. 
A    memorial    from    Mount    Sion    society    by    brother 
Tomlinson.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

Also  a  communication  from  an  interior  society  by  the 
same.     Read,  and  referred  as  above. 
B 


May  3. 
Memorial    pre- 
sented. 

Communication 
in  relation  to 
Wyandott  mis- 
sion. 

Claims  on  Book 
Concern. 


Division  of 
Genesee  Con- 
ference. 


Alteration 
Discipline. 


Memorials  pre- 


Credentials     of 
Dr.  Dison. 
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Maya. 

Petitions     pre- 
sented. 


Eesolutlons  re- 
ferred to  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 
sions, and  to 
Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 


Commoninatlon 
from  Arkansas. 


Brother  Herr — petition  for  the  division  of  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  petition  relative  to  a  line 
of  division.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Jacoby  presented  resolutions  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions.  Also,  resolutions  of  the  German  brethren  in 
Ohio,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

"  Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Journals  of  the  Illinois 
Conference  as  relate  to  boundaries  be  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries."     Carried. 

By  motion  the  call  for  memorials  was  suspended  to  begin 
with  Illinois  to-morrow. 

A  communication  was  read  from  members  of  the  Church, 
in  Arkansas,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

The  following  communication  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce  was 
read,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church: 


Communication   "  To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled : 

"  Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — The  General  Con- 
erence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  ap- 
pointed me  as  their  delegate  to  bear  to  you  the  Christian 
salutations  of  the  Church,  South,  and  to  assure .  you 
that  they  sincerely  desire  that  the  two  great  bodies  of 
Wesleyan  Methodists,  North  and  South,  should  maintain 
at  all  times  a  warm,  confiding,  and  brotherly  fraternal  rela- 
tion to  each  other.  And  that  through  me  they  make  this 
offer  to  you,  and  very  ardently  desire  that  you,  on  your 
part,  will  accept  the  offer  in  the  same  spirit  of  brotherly 
love  and  kindness. 

"  The  acceptance  or  rejection  of  this  proposition,  made 
by  your  southern  brethern,  is  entirely  at  your  disposal ; 
and,  as  my  situation  is  one  of  painful  solicitude  until- this 
question  is  decided,  you  will  allow  me  to  beg  your  earliest 
attention  to  it. 

"  And  I  would  further  say,  that  your  reply  to  this  com- 
munication will  most  gratify  me  if  it  is  made  officially,  in 
the  form  of  resolutions. 

*'  I  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  yours  in  the 
unity  of  Wesleyan  Methodism, 

"  L.  Pierce, 
"Delegate  from  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  South. 

It  PiTTSBUEGH,  May  3,  1848." 

By  vote,  the  further  reading  of  memorials  was  dispensed 
with. 
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The  following  are  the  chairmen  of  the  Stcanding  Com- 
mittees : 


May  8. 


Episcopacy, 

Itinerancy, 

Boundaries, 

Book  Concern, 

Missions, 

State  of  the  Church, 


P.  P.  Sandford. 
P.  Akers. 
A.  Poe. 
J.  A.  Collins. 
C.  Pitman. 
Geo.  Peck. 


Chairmen       0/ 
committees. 


Petition  of  John  Monroe  referred  to  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

By  motion,  the  conference  determined  to  raise  a  com- 
mittee to  publish  its  proceedings. 

Brother  Hunter  was,  on  motion  of  brother  Wilson,  ap- 
pointed chairman  of  said  committee. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  amend,  by  appointing  all  our 
editors  said  committee,  adding  the  editor  of  Zion's  Herald. 

On  motion,  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Kmsley. 


Petition  of  J. 
Monroe. 

Committee  to 
publish  pro- 
ceedings of 
conference. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4. 


May  4. 


Conference  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious  exer- 
cises, by  brother  James  B.  Finley.  Bishop  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  journals  were  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  committee  to  respond  to  the 
communication  from  the  Wesleyan  Conference,  England, 
by  Dr.  Di.xon :  J.  P.  Durbin,  C.  Elliott,  C.  Pitman. 

The  superintendents  reply  to  questions  of  law  submit- 
ted to  tliem  by  the  conference,  "  That  there  is  no  rule  of 
Discipline  on  the  point ;  and  in  another  paper  we  have  sug- 
gested one  meeting  the  case."  Several  questions  were 
submitted  by  the  bishops  to  the  consideration  of  the  General 
Conference. 


Committee  to 
respond  to 
Wesleyan  Con- 
ference. 

Bishops'  reply 
to  questions  on 
law. 


"  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

"  PiTTSBUKGH,  May  Wh,  1848. 

"  The  superintendents  respectfully  submit  to  your  con- 
sideration the  propriety  of  the  following  alterations  of,  and 
additions  to,  the  Discipline,  to  reheve  the  administration  of 
existing  embai-rassments : — 

"1.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  4,  imme- 
diately after  the  first  period,  insert  the  words,  '  If  the 
accused  refuse  or  neglect  to  appear  before  said  committee, 
he  may  be  tried  in  his  absence.' 

"  2.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  4,  imme- 
2 


Amendments  of 
the  Discipline 
proposed  by 
the  bishops. 
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May 4         diately  after  the  words  'travelling   preacher,'  insert  the 
Amendments  of  words,  '  Or  with  havinff  necrlected  his  work.' 

the    Discipline  '  ,  °     ,  P  ,  •         ,  t  . 

proposed     by       "3.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  19,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  bishops,       ^^^  sentence  after  the  word  '  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read, 
'from  all  ministerial  services  and  church  privileges,  until 
the  ensuing  annual  conference.' 

"  4.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  9,  answer  to  question  4,  immediately- 
after  the  words  '  proposed  for  trial,'  insert  the  words,  '  If 
a  preacher  on  trial  be  discontinued,  he  shall  be  a  local 
preacher  on  the  circuit  or  station  where  he  had  his  last 
appointment.' 

"5.  In  chap.  1,  sec.  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  fifth  paragraph  in  the  answer  as  to  make  it  read, 
•  Every  local  elder,  deacon,  and  preacher,  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  quarterly  conference  of  the  circuit  or  station  where 
he  resides.  He  shall  have  his  name  recorded  on  the 
journal  of  said  quarterly  conference,  and  also  enrolled  on 
a  class  paper,  and  meet  in  class,  if  the  distance  of  his 
place  of  residence  be  not  too  great :  or  in  the  neglect  of 
either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exercise  his  ministerial 
office.' 
Qnestions  ofiaw  "  The  bishops  also  request  the  General  Conference  to 
y    e  IS  ops.   gpjjgj^gj.  jj^jj^j  decide  the  following  questions  of  law : — 

"  1.  Has  a  presiding  elder  the  right  to  employ  a  local  ij 
preacher,  without  his  having  been  recommended  by  a  I 
quarterly  conference  ? 

"  2.  When  an  annual  conference  decides  that  a  preacher, 
having  charge,  has  received  or  expelled  a  member  contrary   i 
to  the  rules  of  Discipline,  what  effect   (if  any)  has  such   f 
decision  upon  the  Church  relations  of  said  member  ? 

"  3.  When  a  member  receives  a  certificate  of  member- 
ship from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station,  i 
where  is  he  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct  until  he  joins  * 
again  ? 

"  4.  When  a  disciplinary  certificate  is  given,  how  long  is  { 
it  valid  ? 

"5.  Is  testimony  taken  before  a  committee  sitting  in  the 
case  of  an   accused  member  of  an  annual  conference,  in 
the  interim  of  the   conference,  to  be  received  as  evidence  1 
in  the  trial  of  said  minister  before  the  annual  conference  ?  I 
If  so,  ought  not  some  rule  to  be  provided  for  taking  such  ' 
testimony  ? 

"  6.  Are  questions  relating  to  the  adraissibihty  of  testi-  j 
mony  questions  of  law  ? 

"  Y.  When  a  preacher  differs  in  judgment  from  the 
majority  of  the  society,  or  the  select  number,  concerning 
the  innocence  or  guilt  of  an  accused  person,  and  carries 
up  the  trial  to  the  quarterly  conference,  is  it  an  appeal  or  a 
new  trial  ? 

"  8.  In  an  appeal,  when  the  Discipline  does  not  limit  the 
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evidence  by  special  provision  to  the  testimony  taken  below, 
may  new  evidence  be  admitted  ?" 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  these  questions  be  publish- 
ed in  the  Pittsburgh  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

Brother  Finley  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  three  hundred 
copies  be  printed  for  the  exclusive  use  of  the  conference. 

On  motion,  the  above  motion  and  substitute  were  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion,  the  first  paper  was  referred  to  Committee 
on  Revisal. 

The  second  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five, 
to  examine  and  report  thereon. 

The  call  for  petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals. 

A  communication  from  J.  Laws,  in  reference  to  his 
indebtedness  to  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  communication  from  Nelson  Henry,  Cape  Girardeau 
circuit,  Missouri,  was  read,  and  on  motion,  referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  communication  was  received  from  .J.  C.  Green. 

Brother  Dempster,  to  test  the  law  question,  moved  that 
it  be  the  sense  of  this  conference,  that  J.  C.  Green  has 
a  right  to  an  appeal  to  this  conference.     Lost. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  lay  the  letter  of  J.  C.  Green 
on  the  table  till  the  law  question  be  determined.     Carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  question  of  law  stated  by 
Bishop  Hedding  be  referred  to  the  select  committee  pre- 
viously ordered  on  law  questions. 

The  question  of  law  is  this  :  Is  a  member  of  an  annual 
conference  withdrawn  from  the  Clmrch  when  he  says  to  a 
bishop  or  presiding  elder,  "  I  withdraw ;"  or  is  it  the  pro- 
vince of  the  conference  of  which  he  is  a  member  to  decide 
whether  he  is  Avithdrawn  or  not  ? 

A  memorial  in  behalf  of  L.  Waugh,  of  Missouri,  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  finance. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  Wesley  Chapel 
charge  in  St.  Louis.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  dispense 
with  the  reading,  which  failed. 

The  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Memorial  from  Hannibal,  Missouri,  was  received  and 
referred  as  above. 

Brother  Cartwright  presented  the  appeal  of  C.  Atkinson, 
of  the  lUinois  Conference.  The  paper  was,  on  motion, 
received,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday  next. 

Brother  Akers  presented  a  communication  from  H. 
Hubbard,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Church.  Also,  a  communication  from  J.  Anderson, 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 


May  4 


Questions  refer- 
red: the  first, 
to  Committee 
on  Eevisal ;  tlie 
second,  to  a 
select  commit- 
tee of  five. 


Petition    of 
Laws. 


J. 


Communication 
from  N.  Henry. 


Communication 
ft-om  J.  C. 
Green. 


Question  of  law. 


Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


Appeal  of  C.  At- 
kinson. 


Communica- 
tions from  H 
Hubbard     an 
J.  Anderson. 


Journal  of  General   Conference,  1848. 


May  4 


Eeport  of  Book 
Agents  at  New- 
York. 


Eeport  of  Book 
Comnjittoe. 


On  uniformity 
in  public  wor- 
ship. 


from 
N.  Tork  Tem- 
perance Socie- 
ty. 

Memorial   from 
Kinderhook. 


Eesolntlons  of 
Oneida  Confer- 
ence. 


Petition  of    D. 
Holmes. 


Division  of 

Maine  Confer- 


On  motion,  the  vote  referring  the  communication  of  L. 
Waugh  to  Committee  on  Finance  was  reconsidered,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  was  read, 
and  their  e.\hibit  was  presented  and  read.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  presented,  read, 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to  receive  a  reso- 
lution from  brother  Holdich,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"Resolved,    That    the    committee   on    the  Philadelphia 
memorial  on  uniformity  in  pronouncing  the  benediction,  be  ' 
directed  to  consider  also  the  subject  of  uniformity  in  the  j 
manner  of  conducting  public  worship  generally." 

Brother  G.  Peck  presented  an  address  from  the  New- 
York  Temperance  Society.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Memorial  from  Kinderhook,  New-York  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries,  presented  by  brother  Clark,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Resolutions  of  Oneida  Conference,  on  the  subject  of 
publishing  the  sermons  of  living  ministers,  presented 
by  S.  Comfort.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

By  D.  Holmes,  an  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
Oneida  Conference,  requesting  to  be  exonerated  from  debt 
to  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

W.  Reddy  presented  a  petition  relative  to  book  deposi- 
tory.    Referred  as  above. 

J.  H.  Jenne,  petition  on  the  subject  of  the  division  of 
the  Maine  Conference.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Bound- 


Extracts  from 
the  journals  of 
Genesee   Con- 


Petitions      and 
Memorials. 


A  communication  from  Casper  Joist,  praying  for  help. 
Read  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Extracts  from  the  journals  of  the  Genesee  Conference, 
presented  by  brother  Filmore.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Book  Concern.  Also,  one  relative  to  the  revision  of  the 
Hymn-Book.     Referred  to  Committee  on  that  subject. 

Petitions  presented  by  J.  Dodge  and  J.  Dennis,  on  the 
subject  of  dividing  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Elliott  presented  a  petition  from  Putnam,  Ohio, 
relative  to  admitting  members  of  other  Churches  to  the 
Lord's  supper.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  communication  from  brethren 
in  Cincinnati,  relative  to  a  central  German  Church.  Read 
and  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

The  further  call  for  memorials,  &c.,  was  by  vote  sus- 
pended, to  begin  with  Ohio. 
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The  bishops   announced  P.  P.   Sandford,  J.   Davis,  G.         May  4. 

Filmore,   G.    Gary,  and  R.   Hopkins,   the  committee  on  *L™r'"*Ques^ 
questions  of  law.  ^'^'^^■ 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  A.  Griffith. 


FKIDAY,  MAY  5. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Reed.  Bishop 
Hedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  presiding  bishop  presented  the  following  paper  : — 

"Pittsburgh,  May  5th,  1848. 

"  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church. — 
The  bishops  recommend  to  the  General  Conference, 
that  it  take  the  proper  steps  toward  the  organization  of  a 
delegated  annual  conference,  to  consist  of  one  delegate 
from  each  annual  conference,  to  receive  and  try  appeals 
from  the  members  of  the  annual  conferences,  and^to're-' 
view  the  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  and  suspend 
the  operations  of  such  of  its  enactments  as  are  decided  to 
be  unconstitutional,  until  the  next  succeeding  General 
Conference,  or  such  other  constitutional  tribunal,  with 
appellate  jurisdiction,  as  they  may  judge  proper." 

Moved  to  refer  said  recommendation  to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 

Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions.     Motion  as  amended  carried. 

Voted,  to  add  seven  to  the  Law  Committee. 

Reports  of  standing  committees  called  for. 

Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported  in  part, 
as  follows : — 

"  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  letter 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce,  and  that  they  recommend  to  the 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution : — 

"  Whereas,  a  letter  from  Rev,  L.  Pierce,  D.  D.,  dele- 
gate of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  proposing 
fraternal  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  has  been 
presented  to  this  conference,  and  whereas,  there  are 
serious  questions  and  difficulties  existing  between  the  two 
bodies,  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  while  we  tender  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Pierce 
all  personal  courtesies,  and  invite  him  to  attend  our 
sessions,  this  General  Conference  does  not  consider  it 
proper,  at  present,  to  enter  into  fraternal  relations  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

(Signed)  "  George  PeCk,  Chairman." 


May  5. 


Delegated  an- 
nual confer- 
ence. 


4^' 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  the 
State  of  the 
Church  on  Dr. 
Pierce's  letter. 


22 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848. 


Mays. 
Brother  Collins' 
aineudment 


J.Holdlch's  enb- 
stitnte. 


Laid 
table. 


T)T.  TomlinsoE 
amendment. 


Dr.       Dnrbin's 
substitute. 


Substitute   fail- 
ed. 


Dr.  Tomlinson's 
amendment 
adopted. 


Dr.  Pierce  to  be 
furnished  with 
a  copy  of  the 
action  of  the 
conference  iu 
his  case. 


Moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

Jolin  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  considers 
tion   of  the  report  be  delayed   until  the  questions   of 
division  of  Church  property  and  of  the  division  line  are 
settled. 

Voted  to  lay  brother  Collins'  motion  to  amend  on  the 
table. 

J.  Holdich  moved  the  following  substitute  to  the  original 
resolution  in  the  report : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  invite  Dr. 
Pierce,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  to  take 
a  seat  in  the  house  and  address  us  on  the  subject  of  his 
mission. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  as  to  fraternization,  we  are  not  pre- 
pared at  present  to  give  any  decision,  but  shall  leave  that 
point  open  to  further  consideration,  under  whatever  light 
or  information  we  may  receive  bearing  upon  that  ques- 
tion." 

J.  D.  Bridge  moved  to  lay  brother  Holdich's  substitute 
on  the  table.     Carried. 

Dr.  Tomlinson  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  adding 
the  following,  namely  :  "  Provided,  however,  that  nothing 
in  this  resolution  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  operate  as  a 
bar  to  any  propositions  from  Dr.  Pierce,  or  any  other 
representative  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
toward  the  settlement  of  existing  difficulties  between  that 
body  and  this." 

Dr.  Durbin  moved  as  a  substitute  to  Dr.  Tomlinson's 
amendment  as  follows,  namely  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  so  far  as  Dr.  Pierce  may  come 
with  authority  to  adjust  the  difficulties  between  the  two 
bodies,  we  will  cordially  confer  with  him." 

Dr.  Durbin's  substitute  failed,  and  the  question  recurred 
on  Dr.  Tomlinson's  amendment. 

Brother  Walker  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Not  caiTied. 

Moved  by  brother  Holmes,  that  the  vote  be  taken  by 
yeas  and  nays.     Carried. 

Moved  by  brother  Colhns  to  amend,  by  inserting  instead 
of  "to  attend  our  sessions,"  to  take  a  seat  within  the  bar. 
On  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called,  and  the  vote  stood 
yeas  14'7 — no  nays:  three  absent.  So  the  report,  as 
amended,  was  unanimously  adopted. 

H.  Mattison  moved  that  the  secretaries  be  instructed 
to  forward  to  Dr.  Pierce  an  official  copy  of  the  action 
of  this  conference  in  relation  to  his  communication. 
Carried. 

John  A.  Collins  reported,  in  part,  from  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern,  as  follows : — 
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"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"  1st.  That  the  agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to  re- 
lease C.  Wheeler  from  so  much  of  his  indebtedness  to  the 
Book  Concern,  as  is  due  to  him  from  Ambrose  Abbott, 
with  the  understanding  that  he  (Wheeler)  use  his  best 
eflforts  to  collect  the  amount  from  Abbott,  and  pay  it  to  the 
Concern. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  accounts  of  Aaron  Wood 
be  referred  to  the  Agents  at  New- York,  to  be  settled  at 
their  discretion. 

"  3d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claims  of  the  Concern  against  the 
several  preachers  of  the  Genesee,  Oneida,  and  Black  River 
Conferences,  growing  out  of  their  connexion  with  the 
indebtedness  of  the  Auburn  Banner." 

Report  considered,  item  by  item,  and  the  items  were 
severally  adopted. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  report. 

The  New- Jersey  delegation  announced  brother  Shaw 
on  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  in  the  place  of  brother 
Winner. 

J.  J.  Matthias  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

"That  the  clause  in  Discipline,  on  page  161,  in  answer 
to  question  2d,  in  the  words  following :  '  Provided  that 
no  district  shall  contain  more  than  fifteen  appointments,' 
be  stricken  out."     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal, 

The  bishop  reported  the  addition  ordered  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Law  Questions,  namely:  James  B.  Finley,  P. 
Cartwright,  P.  Crandall,  S.  Comfort,  M.  Simpson,  W.  H. 
Goode,  E.  Thompson. 

D.  Dailey  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Finance  be  instructed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the 
Discipline  as  to  allow  an  annual  conference,  if  they  think 
proper,  to  withhold  the  allowance  of  a  claimant  upon  the 
funds  thereof,  when  such  claimant,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
conference,  is  wealthy,  or  is  engaged  in  a  business  which 
affords  him  or  her  an  ample  support."  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Finance. 

Brother  Drummond  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  paragraph,  in  chap,  i, 
sec.  21,  pages  8  and  9,  of  the  Discipline,  namely,  'No 
elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us,  shall  distil  or  vend 
spirituous  liquors,  without  forfeiting  his  official  standing,' 
be  stricken  out."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  amending  the  answer  to  the 
4th  question  of  sec.  9,  of  chap,  i,  pp.  40  and  41  of  Disci- 
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Eesolutions     to 
altor  the   Dis- 
cipline, contin- 
ued 


pline,  so  as  to  conform  the  rule  of  discipline  to  the  imlvev- 
sal  usage  of  the  bisliops  and  confei-ences  in  the  reception 
of  preachers  on  trial,  and  into  full  connexion. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  also 
instructed  further  to  amend  the  above  answer,  so  as  to 
require  those  received  on  trial  to  stand  a  probation  of  four 
years." 

Moved  to  refer  the  first  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

Moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  to 
Arrange  the  Disciphne. 

Time  having  arrived,  conference  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  brother  Allen. 


May  6. 


SATUEDAY  MOENING,  MAY  6. 


Eesolntion  in 
relation  to  Dr. 
Pierce  sitting 
within  the  bar 
of  conference. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Book 
Concero. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  the 
State  of  the 
Church. 


Conference  met  as  usual  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother 
J.  P.  Durbin.     Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  receive  the  following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That  on  the  vote  of  yesterday,  laying  the 
motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  inviting  Rev.  Dr,  Pierce  within  the 
bar,  on  the  table,  we  did  not  intend  to  exclude  Dr.  Pierce, 
but  believed  the  object  of  the  amendment  to  be  fully 
included  in  the  original  report." 

The  secretary  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Pieroe,  forthwith, 
a  copy  of  the  above  resolution. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported,  in  part, 
and  the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

"  1.  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  John 
Monroe  be  referred  to  the  agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  settled 
at  their  discretion. 

"  2.  That  the  request  of  B.  C.  Wood  be  not  granted. 

"  3.  That  the  claims  of  the  Book  Concern  against  James 
Laws  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Conference  and  the  agents 
at  Cincinnati,  for  settlement  at  their  discretion. 

Ordered  that  the  secretary  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Ohio  Conference  with  a  copy  of  the  last  resolution. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
further,  in  part,  as  follows: — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  respectfully 
beg  leave  to  present  a  further  report,  in  part,  and  to  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

"Resolved,  That  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  be,  and  they  are  hereby  respectfully  requested 
to  furnish  to  this  General  Conference  a  statement,  in 
writing,  of  the  instances  in  which  they  consider  that  the 
Plan,  contingently  provided  by  the  last  General  Confer- 
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ence,  Las  been  violated  by  the  authorities  of  the  Methodist  May  6. 

Episcopal  Church,  South,  by  sending  ministers  and  organ-  ^i^^ttee"oif't?e 

izing  societies  within  the   bounds  of  the  territory  of  this  state   of   the 

conference.  Su'e^" '' 
"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chah'man.^' 


mittee  on  the 
revision  of  the 
Hymn-Book. 


Moved  by  brother  Porter,  to  strike  out  the  term  "bishops" 
in  the  resolution  of  the  report,  and  insert  "  a  special  com- 
mittee of  five." 

Brother  Jesse  T.  Peck  offered  a  substitute  for  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  committee,  which  is  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  requested  to  furnish  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  with  any  facts 
"which  may  be  in  their  possession  in  relation  to  alleged 
infractions  of  the  division  hne."     Adopted. 

The    Committee  on  the   Revision  of   our    Hymn-Book   Eeport  of  Com 
reported  as  follows  : — 

"  The  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of 
revising  the  Hymn-Book,  respectfully  report  that  in  their 
opinion  such  revision  ought  to  be  made ;  and  from  the 
best  information  before  them  they  believe  it  to  be  the 
general  impression  among  our  people  that  this  General 
Conference  will  provide  for  such  revision.  The  Book 
Committee  at  New- York,  consisting  of  representatives  from 
the  New-York,  the  Philadelphia,  and  the  New-Jersey 
Conferences,  associated  wnth  our  official  editors,  unite  in 
requesting  such  revision ;  and  we  have  before  us  a  resolu- 
tion, adopted  with  great  unanimity  by  the  Genesee  Con- 
ference, requesting  this  conference  to  take  immediate 
measures  for  this  object.  At  the  same  time,  your  com- 
mittee are  deeply  impressed  with  the  absolute  necessity 
of  intrusting  such  revision  to  those  who  will  make  it  with 
good  taste  and  sound  judgment.  We  present,  therefore, 
for  the  consideration  of  this  body,  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

**  1.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  appoint  a  com- 
mittee of  ,  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of 
prepanng  a  revised  edition  of  our  standard  Hymn-Book. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labours,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee  at  New- York,  and  the  bishops ; 
and  when  approved  by  them,  the  new  Hymn-Book  shall 
be  published  at  our  Book  Concerns,  simultaneously,  at 
New- York  and  Cincinnati. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
the  committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by  the 
Book  Agents. 

"  C.  Elliott,  Chairman. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  6,  1848." 
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May  6. 

Amendments. 


Communication 
from  the  Book 
Committee  of 
Canada  Con- 
ference. 

Exhibit  of  West- 
ern Book  Con- 
cern at  Cin- 
cinnatL 


A  motion  that  it  lie  on  the  table  failed. 

The  report  was  read.  Brother  Goode  oflfered  the  fol- 
lowing amendment  to  the  first  resolution :  "  the  majority  of 
whoni  shall  be  travelling  preachers  in  the  regular  pastoral 
work."     Amendment  laid  on  the  table. 

The  blank  in  the  first  resolution  was  filled  with  the 
number  seven.     The  resolution  is  as  follows : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  appoint  a  committee 
of  seven,  to  whom  shall  be  intrusted  the  duty  of  preparing 
a  revised  edition  of  our  standard  Hymn-Book. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  said  committee  shall  have 
finished  their  labours,  the  result  shall  be  submitted  to  the 
Editors  and  Book  Committee  at  New-York,  and  the 
bishops ;  and  when  approved  by  them,  the  new  Hymn- 
Book  shall  be  published  simultaneously  at  our  Book  Con- 
cerns at  New- York  and  Cincinnati. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  all  expenses  necessarily  incurred  by 
the  committee  in  making  this  revision  be  defrayed  by  the 
Book  Agents." 

4.  By  J.  T.  Peck.  "Resolved,  That  a  nominating  com- 
mittee of  seven,  to  nominate  the  committee  to  revise 
the  Hymn-Book,  be  appointed."  Preamble  and  report 
adopted. 

A  communication  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wes- 
leyan  Methodist  Church  in  Canada  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  exhibit  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincin- 
nati was  read.  The  report  of  the  Agents  was  read,  and 
also  the  report  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Committee,  all  of 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 


Memorial  of  8. 

S.  Union  of  the 
M.  E.  Church. 


Petition  for  di- 
vision of  Ohio 
Conference. 


The  rules  were  suspended,  to  hear  the  appointments  for 
preaching  read. 

After  some  remarks  by  the  chairman  referring  to  the 
action  of  yesterday  in  the  case  of  Dr.  Pierce,  brother 
Davis  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  with  the  understand- 
ing that,  the  committee  are  at  full  liberty  to  appoint  any 
of  our  southern  brethren  to  preach  that  they  shall  judge 
proper;  which,  on  motion  of  brother  Hall,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Appointments  said 
that  he  stood  corrected  by  the  vote  of  the  morning  relative 
to  Dr.  Pierce. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  B.  GrifFen. 

The  memorial  of  the  Simday-School  Union  of  the  M. 
E.  Church  was  read.  On  motion,  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Sabbath  Schools,  to  report  as  soon  as  practicable. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  petition  for  the  division  of 
the  Ohio  Conference.  It  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
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A  memorial  from  Augusta  circuit  was  read,  and  refer- 
red to  tlie  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.     Also, 
a  memorial  from  members  of  the  same  circuit.     Referred,     ^uit. 
to  the  same  committee. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  D.  Bridge. 


2t 


May  6. 
Memorials  from 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  8. 

Confei-ence  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  M'Mahan. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  T.  Spicer  moved  to  suspend 
the  order  of  the  day  to  make  room  for  certain  resolutions, 
•when  he  offered  the  following,  viz.  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  introducing  into  the 
Discipline  tlie  following  question  and  answer  immediately 
following  the  first  paragraph  on  page  CO : — '  Question. 
What  can  be  done  to  promote  pastoral  visiting  among  our 
people  ?  Answer.  In  the  annual  examination  of  pi'each- 
ers'  characters,  they  shall  be  required  to  report  to  the  con- 
ference the  number  of  pastoral  visits  they  have  made 
during  the  year.'  " 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visal. 

T.  Spicer  also  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolicd,  That  the  rule  of  discipline  excluding  dis- 
orderly members  from  society  and  Church  privileges, 
chapter  2,  section  Y,  second  answer  to  the  question,  '  How 
shall  an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  ?'  page  95, 
be  so  amended  that  this  answer  shall  read  as  follows : — 
'  2.  But  in  cases  of  neglect  of  duties  of  any  kind,  of  im- 
prudent conduct,  indulging  sinful  tempers  or  words,  the 
huying,  sell' tig,  or  rising  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage, 
or  disobedience  to  the  order  and  discipline  of  the  Church,' 
<fec." 

Voted  to  refer  the  resolution  to  the  Committee  on 
Temperance. 

Brother  Wilson  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  fur- 
ther suspended  to  make  way  for  resolutions.     Carried. 

Brother  Wilson 'offered  the  following,  viz.  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  consider  and  report  on  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  as  to  make  the  election  of  stewards  to  occur 
annually."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Wilson  also  moved  the  following  :- 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  be  respectfully  re- 
quested to  preach  a  sermon  to  the  conference  from  the 


Mays. 


Kesolntion  on 
revising  Disci- 
pline on  pasto- 
ral visiting. 


Referred  to 
Committee  on 
Eevisal. 

T.  Spicer's  reso- 
lution on  tho 
sale  and  use 
of  intoxicating 
liquors. 


Eesolntion  on 
revisal  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Invitation  for 
Dr.  Dixon  to 
preach  before 
the  conference. 
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Ma7& 


Course  of  study 
for  local 

preachers. 


Eesolution  for 
alteration  of 
Discipline  a- 
bout  trustees. 


Substitute  in 
relation  to 
trustee-s. 


Laid  on  table. 


Eesolution  con- 
stituting super- 
intendents of 
S.  S.  members 
of  Quarterly 
Conferences. 


Subject  of  Homo 
Missions. 


pulpit  of  ihis  church  on  Wednesday  next  ensuing,  at  half- 
past  10  o'clock,  A.  ]\I." 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  half-past 
10  A.  M.,  and  inserting  2  P.  M.     Lost. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted  iinanimously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

S.  Comfort  moved  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to ; 
draw  up  and  report  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers."  i 
Adopted. 

J.  Clark  moved  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  requested 
to  take  into  consideration,  and  report  thereon,  the  propriety 
of  altering  the  Discipline,  part  2,  section  2,  so  as  to  provide 
for  the  appointment  of  trustees  for  all  our  houses  of  worship  \ 
and  parsonages,  by  an  election  of  the  Church  or  parish,  as  ' 
the  case  may  be,  and  for  dividing  said  trustees  into  three 
classes,  one  of  which  to  be  chosen  annually  ;  and  further  to 
provide  for  dividing  all  boards  of  trustees  into  classes,  as 
above,  now  acting  under  the  provisions  of  the  deed  of  set- 
tlement, as  now  set  forth  in  our  book  of  Discipline." 

M.  Simpson  offered  the  following  substitute  for  brother 
Clark's  resolution,  which  was  accepted  by  the  mover  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  annual  conferences  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  as  shall  enable  them  to  as- 
certain what  alterations  should  be  made  in  our  deed  of  set- 
tlement and  mode  of  appointment  of  truste-es,  so  as  to 
accommodate  said  deed  to  the  laws  of  the  several  states ; 
and  when  said  conferences  shall  have  prepared  said  deeds 
so  as  '  to  correspond  as  far  as  possible  with  our  present 
deed,  then  the  Agents  shall  be  directed  to  publish  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  said  deed,  to  be  distributed  gratis  to  the 
presiding  elders,  who  shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of 
seeing  that  all  property  is  deeded  in  said  form." 

On  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Porter  moved  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be 
instructed  to  consider  the  subject  of  constituting  superin- 
tendents of  Sunday  schools  who  are  members  of  our 
Church,  and  are  appointed  according  to  our  rule,  members 
of  the  quarterly  conferences  with  which  their  schools  are 
connected,  and  report  thereon."  Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sunday  Schools. 

Brother   Porter  presented    a   lesolution   calling  for  the  , 
organization  of  a  liflmfi.depariment  in  our  missionary  work. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

On  motion  of  the  same,  voted  that  so  much  of  the  jour- 
nals of  the  New-England  Conference  as  relates  to  the 
subject  of  home  missions  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1S48. 

B.  Crengh  moved  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquiie  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  terra  of 
probation  i'or  full  membership  in  the  annual  conference  to 
four  years." 

T.  Spicer  moved  as  follows  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out 
of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  the  words 
'  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  top  of  the 
page,  and  that  there  be  inserted  in  the  place  thereof,  the 
words  '  on  trial.'  And  also  to  strike  out  the  passage  on  the 
same  page,  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
beginning  with  the  words,  '  by  giving  him,'  and  ending 
with  the  words  'fellow-labourer,'  on  page  42,  first  line  on 
the  top  of  the  page."     Laid  on  the  table,  under  the  ride. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  ottered  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  chapter  1,  section  3,  of  Discipline,  be 
amended  by  striking  out  question  8,  and  what  follows,  to 
question  9,  and  the  foot  note."  Laid  on  the  table,  under 
the  rule. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  refer  the  following  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Sunday  Schools,  from  the  Sunday-school  con- 
vention of  the  southern  end  of  the  Springfield  district, 
Illinois  Conference,  Carlinville,  on  the  24th  of  February, 
1848,  viz.  :— 

"  Resolved,  That  this  convention  request  the  General 
Conference  so  to  amend  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  as  to  make  Sunday-school  superintend- 
ents members  of  the  quarterly  meeting  conferences." 

Dr.  Simpson  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be,  and 
they  are  heieby  instructed,  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of 
arranging  the  boundaries  of  the  annual  conferences,  so 
as  to  embrace  the  territories  of  Oregon,  California,  and 
New-Mexico."  Moved  to  refer  said  subject  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions.     Carried. 

Brother  Drummond  offered  an  extract  from  the  journals 
of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  praying  for  a  reduction  on  the 
price  of  books,  &c.  Voted  to  refer  said  extract  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cooper,  voted  that  so  much  of  the 
journals  of  North  Indiana  Conference  as  relate  to  the  same 
subject  be  referred  to  tlie  same  committee. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  as  follows  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  the 
basis  of  contributions  to  the  mission  treasury,  from  that 
of  voluntary  and  conference  missionary  societies ;  and 
make  the  basis  Church  membership  for  regular  contribu- 
tions, and  donations  from  friends  of  missions  not  members 
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Mays. 
Eesolution     on 
term  of  proba- 
tion in  annual 
conferences. 


Eevisal  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Communication 
from  S.  School 
Convention  of 
Springfield 
Dis.,  Illinois 
Conference. 


Eesolution  on 
boundaries  to 
includeOregon, 
California,  and 
New-Mesioo.  ' 


Eesolution  on 
reducing  price 
of  books. 


Eesolution     on 


30 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848. 


Mays. 


Eesolution  re- 
specting the 
action  of  the 
annual  con- 
ferences on  the 
sixth  restrict- 
ive article. 


Eesolution  to 
allow  German 
preachers  to 
stay  more  than 
two  years  in 
one  place. 


Certain  items 
from  the  jour- 
nals of  co'ut'er- 
ences  referred 
to  Committee 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 


J.  Floy's  motion 
to  do  away  tlie 
ordination  of 
local  preachers. 


Laid  on  table. 

Bro.  Dailey's  re- 
solution re- 
specting Dis- 
trict conferen- 
ces for  coloured 
local  preachers. 

Michigan  Con- 
ference on  ser- 
mons of  living 
preachers. 


E.  Thompson 
added  to  Com. 
on  Education. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Law 
Questions. 


of  the  Church,  and  report  a  section  for  the  Disciphne  in 
accordance  with  the  same,  should  they  judge  expedient." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

H.  Mattison  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instructed  to 
ascertain,  and  report,  with  the  least  possible  delay,  the 
action  of  the  several  annual  conferences  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  reference  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 
restrictive  limitation  of  the  Discipline,  as  recommended  by 
the  General  Conference  of  1844."     Adopted, 

Dr.  Holdich  offered  the  following  : — 

"  That  the  clause  of  our  Discipline,  requiring  the 
bishops  not  to  appoint  preachers  more  than  two  years  to 
a  circuit  or  station,  be  so  modified  as  to  allow  the  appoint- 
ment of  our  German  preachers,  missionaries,  for  a  longer 
period  if  need  be."  Laid  on  the  table  one  day,  according 
to  the  rules. 

D.  Holmes  offered  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the 
Oneida  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern." 

Also,  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Erie  Conference 
as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  memorial  from  A.  Dana,  and 
others,  of  Ithaca,  in  relation  to  the  Book  Concern.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Floy  moved  as  follows  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the 
Discipline  as  to  do  away  with  the  ordination  of  local 
preachers."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Dailey  offered  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 
That  all  that  refers  to  a  district  conference,  or  privileges 
in  a  district  conference,  for  coloured  local  preachers,  in 
answer  4  of  section  10,  chapter  2,  page  203  be  stricken 
from  the  Discipline.    Laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule. 

Extract  from  the  journal  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
in  relation  to  a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  preachers, 
read  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern. 

On  motion,  E.  Thompson  was  added  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  reported  in  part  the 
following  resolution  : — 

"Resolved,  That  when  a  person,  whether  a  preacher 
or  private  member,  declares  to  the  proper  authority  of  the 
Church  that  he  AvitJidiajts  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  privileges  in  said  Church, 
and  places  himself  beyond  her  jurisdiction." 
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Laid  on  table. 


mittee  on  Ke- 
visal. 


J.  Holdich  oflfered  the  following  substitute  : —  May^s. 

"  When  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Mbsutut^  ^ 
or  a  member  of  an  annual  conference  informs  the 
preacher  in  charge,  the  presiding  elder  or  bishop,  that  he 
withdraws  from  the  Church,  he  thereby  forfeits  all  his 
ministerial  or  Church  privileges  in  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church ;  nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  a  voluntary- 
uniting  with  the  Church  or  ministry  he  agreed  to  abide 
by  the  Discipline,  and  inasmuch  as  the  trial  or  punishment 
of  disorderly  ministers  or  members  is  piovided  for  in  the 
Discipline,  therefore,  if  he  at  the  time  be  under  the  impu- 
tation of  unchristian  or  unministerial  conduct,  it  is  optional 
with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  proceed  to  try  him 
or  not,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  conducive  to  the  honour  of 
the  Church."     By  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

N.    Wilson    moved    the    following    amendment   to    the   N.    ^^^'J^^^n's 
original  resolution,  namely,  "  that  he  have  leave  to  do  so, 
provided,  that  at  the  time  he  be  free  from  official  censure." 

J.  Porter  moved  to  refer  the  report  and  amendment  to  "^{J^^f^^^^^. 
the  Committee  on  Revisal,  with  instructions  to  report  (if 
they  think  it  expedient)  a  rule  of  Discipline  to  express 
that  a  person  certifying  to  the  proper  authorities  his  with- 
drawal be  considered  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Church.     Laid  on  the  t^ble.  Laid  on  table. 

Moved  that  the  repoj-t  of  the  Committee  be  laid  on  the   Motion  to   lay 

•t^  report  on  table 

table.     Lost.  lost. 

J.  Massey  moved  that  Bishop  Hedding  be  requested  to  ^qP-^^tlfto|ive 
give  his  views  on  the  subject.     Laid  on  the  table.  his  views. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  brother  Wilson's  amendment  ^^^  *'°wuson'8 
on  the  table.     Carried.  iTdfon^aWe 

T.  Spicer  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to  make  it  t.  Spiccr's  \- 
read,  "  except  there  be  a  charge  against  the  person  for  im-  mendment  lost, 
moi'ality."     Lost. 

J.  S.  Toralinson  moved  to  amend,  so  that  if  a  minister   '';.^:'?'^°^|?^*„°„'^j* 
\  or  member  withdraw  from  the  Church  under  charges,  the 
j  fact  shall  be  reported  to  the    conference  or  society,  and 
!  recorded  on  the  journals  of  the  conference  or  the  records 
'  of  the  Church. 

Moved  by  J.  H.  Power,  that  the  further  consideration  Kesoiution 
of  this  subject  be  postponed  until  Thursday  at  ten  o'clock,  foTt.^°°*° 
A.  M.     Lost. 

Brother  Chatfield  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amend- 
ment, as  follows :  "  and  that  the  rule  prohibiting  the  re- 
admission  of  expelled  members  apply  to  such  persons." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

Moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.     Not  carried. 

Brother  Berry  offered  an  amendment  to  the  amendment, 

•'  who  shall  not  be    permitted    again  to    unite   with   the 

Church  until  they  submit  to  be  tried  upon  the  charges  lying 

against  them  when  they  withdrew,  and  are  acquitted,  or 

C 


further  amend- 
ment. 


Amendment  to 
the  amend- 
ment laid  on 
table. 


Motion  to  lay 
amendment  on 
table  lost. 

Amendment  to 


ment 
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May  a         being  found  guilty,  shall  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
our  Discipline,  in  the  case  of  expelled  members."  I 

Laid  on  table.  Qn  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Euies  suspend-  Voted  that  the  rules  be  suspended  to  make  room  for 
memorial  from  the  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  Oregon,  on  the  subject 
Oregon.  ^f  .^^  Oregon  Annual  Conference.     Referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Missions. 

The  time  having  expired,  conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  brother  Barger. 

May  9.  TUESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  9. 

Conference  was  opened  at  eight  o'clock  with  the  usual 
religious  services  by  brother  J.  K.  Shaw.  Bishop  Hamline 
in  the  chair. 

After  the  journals  Avere  read,  brother  Spicer  moved  to 
suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and  the  conference  took  up  the 
resolution  of  brother  Spicer  : — 
Bro.      Bpjcer's        "  Resolved,  That  the  following  passage  be  stricken  out 
alteration     0°   of  the  Discipline  on  page  41,  commencing  with  tiie  words, 
Discipline.         '  as  a  probationer,'  in  the  fourth  line  from  (he  top  of  the 
page,  and  ending  with  the  word  '  removed'  in  the  eleventh 
line,  and  inserting  in  the  place  thereof,  the  words  '  on  trial ;' 
and  also   to  strike   out   the    passage   commencing   on    the 
same  page,  in  the  fouith  line  from  the  bottom  of  the  page, 
with    the    words,    '  by  giving  him,'   and    ending  with  the 
words  '  fellow-labourer,'  on  page  42,  first  line  on  the  page." 
Conference  ordered  so  to  strike  out. 
^bT'  report*  to        By  motion,  resumed  the  order  of  the  day.     The   Com- 
part, mittee  on  Revisal   presented  a  report  in   part,  suggesting 
Laid  on  table   several  alterations  in   the   Discipline.     Laid  on  the  table 
for  one  day.       for  one  day,  by  the  rule. 
Eeportof  Com.        gy  motion,   took   up  the   report  of  the   Committee  on 

on  Law  Ques-     _•'.  ^  I  ,       ^  i,.i 

sions  taken.       Questions  of  Law  that  was  before  the  conference  when  we 

adjourned  yesterday. 
^Sr^Tom^       Moved  to  lay  brother  Tomlinson's  amendment  on  the 

linson's  amend-    table.      Failed. 

tebie  lost      *       Brother  Smith  offered  as  a  substitute  to  the  resolution 
^'"v  *•*  ^'""'^'^   the  following  amendment : — 

substitute.  ^-,,  &  ,  ,  ,.    1       TIT     1      1-      T-.    • 

"When  any  member  or  preacher  of  the  Methodist  Lpis- 
copal  Church  shall  signify  to  the  proper  authorities  that 
he  ^^dtlidraws  from  the  Church,  it  shall  be  understood  that 
he  hereby  forfeits  all  his  rights  and  privileges  in  the 
Church,  and  consequently  can  no  longer  demand  a  trial  as 
his  right.  Nevertheless,  inasmuch  as  in  uniting  with  the 
Church  or  ministry,  he  agrees  to  abide  by  the  Discipline  ; 
and  inasmuch  as  the  Discipline  makes  provision  for  tiie  trial 
of  unworthy  members  and  ministers,  if  there  are  charges 
against  him  when  he  signifies  his  withdrawal  ;  it  shall 
be  optional  with  the  administrator  of  Discipline  to  try  him 
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or  not,  as  shall  be  deemed  most  for  the  honor  of  the         May  9. 
Church." 

Moved,  by  brother  Kennadav,  to  lay  the  whole  subject   Whole    subject 

'      •'       ~        .     ,  •' '  •'  •'  laid     on     the 

on  the  table.     Carried.  table. 

Brotliei-  Sandford   presented  to  the  conference  a  com-    Communination 

„  -r->        T       X-.-  -Ill-  ^nd  credentials 

munication  from  Dr.  L.  Pierce,  accompanied  by  his  ere-     of  Dr.  Pierce, 
dentials  as  a  delegate  from  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  and 
requesting  a  copy  of  his  first  letter  to  the  conference. 

"  To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Pittsburgh. 
"  Beloved  Brethren, — There  are,  in  my  mind,  many- 
reasons  why  I  send  in  the  inclosed  paper.  You  ought  to 
see  it.  And  I  had  promised  it.  It  has  been  alluded  to, 
by  at  least  one  member,  on  the  adoption  of  the  report  of 
the  committee  on  ray  letter. 

"  Very  respectfully  yours, 

"  L.  Pierce,  Delegate,  t&c. 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  9th,  1848. 

"  Special  request. — Will  the  conference  oblige  me  so  far 
as  to  let  me  have  a  copy  of  my  letter  of  inquiry,  and 
excuse  my  being  so  far  troublesome. 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  L.  Pierce,  Delegate,  <6c." 

Resolutions  passed  bg  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist E2)iscopal  Church,  South,  at  its  session  held  in 
Petersbargh,  Va.,  on  May  23,  1846. 

"  On  motion  of  F.  E.  Pitts,  Resolved,  by  a  rising  and 
unanimous  vote,  That  Dr.  Lovick  Pierce  be,  and  is  hereby 
delegated  to  visit  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  to  be  held  in  Pittsburgh,  May  1,  1848,  to  tender 
to  that  body  the  Christian  regards  and  fraternal  salutations 
of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

"  In  case  of  the  inability  of  Dr.  Pierce  to  attend  the 
session  of  the  aforesaid  conference,  the  bishops  are  respect- 
fully requested  to  appoint  a  substitute." 

I  certify  that  the  above  is  a  true  transcript  from  the 
journal  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South.  In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Bishops, 
Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 

PiTTSBUROH,  May  4,  1848. 

Voted  Dr.  Pierce  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  the  General   Dr.   Pierce  to 

r,      c  X  1-  ^  have  a  copy  of 

Conlerence,  at  his  request.  his  first  letter. 

The  Committee  on  "Missions  reported,  in  part,  and  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted  : — 

"  1.  Resolred,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  our  Book 
3 
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May  9. 
Eeport  of  Com. 
on  Missions  in 
part,  adopted. 


Memorials,  &c., 
called  for. 

One  from  Mays- 
ville,  Ky.,  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  State  of  the 
Church. 

One  from  In- 
diana German 
dis.,  referred, 
with  amend- 
ment, to  Com. 
on  Episopacy. 


Extract  from 
journals  of 

"North  Indiana 
Conf  referred 
to  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 


Communication 
from  Michigan 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Missions. 

Papers  from 
"Wesley,  8t 
Louis. 


Communication 
from  Mary 
Piper  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Book  Concern. 

Paper  from  In- 
diana Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Boundaries. 

•Address  of  Can- 
ada Conf.  re- 
ferred to  Com. 
on  Correspond- 
ence. 


Agents  in  Cincinnati  to  publish  in  the  German  language 
the  following  books,  viz.,  a  Commentar}'  on  the  New  Tes- 
tament, such  a  one  as  may  be  recommended  by  a  committee 
of  five  German  travelling  preachers,  (to  be  appointed  by  the 
bishops,)  and  shall  be  approved  by  the  Book  Committee 
in  Cincinnati,  a  library  of  Sabbath-school  books,  of  at  least 
fifty  volumes,  and  also  such  translations  of  our  standard 
■works,  with  other  books  and  tracts  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  recommended  by  our  German  travelling  preachers, 
and  approved  by  the  Book  Committee  aforesaid. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  to  the 
fostering  care  of  our  Sunday-School  Union  the  German 
Sunday  schools,  believing  tliat  the  Board  of  Managers 
cannot  better  secure  the  great  and  benevolent  objects  of 
that  institution,  than  by  extending  to  these  schools  the 
most  liberal  aid." 

Memorials,  &c.,  called  for. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Armstrong, 
of  Maysville,  Ky.  It  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  communication  from  Indiana  German  District  pre- 
sented by  brother  Wood.  Moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  It  was  moved  to  amend  by  striking 
out  boundaries,  and  inserting  Missionary  Committee. 

Moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  striking  out  the 
Missionary  Committee,  and  inserting  the  Episcopacy. 
Carried. 

An  extract  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference was  presented  by  brother  Cooper,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Brenton  presented  a  resolution  from  the  same 
confeience.  On  motion  it  was  read,  and,  with  the  ac- 
companying paper,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Shaw  presented  a  communication  from  the  Michigan 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  missions.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Several  papers  from  Wesley,  St.  Louis,  presented  by 
brother  Akers,  were  referred  to  Commitee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church. 

A  communication  from  Mary  Piper  was  refen-ed  to  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  paper  from  the  Indiana  Conference,  by  brother  Tal- 
bot, on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  was  read,  and  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  address  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in 
Canada  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee of  Correspondence,  heretofore  appointed  to  reply  to 
the  address  presented  by  Dr.  Dixon,  with  instructions  to 
report  a  reply. 
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On  motion,  the  delegates  were  invited  to  address  the  con- 
ference. Messrs.  Ricbey,  Ryerson,  and  Green  addressed 
the  conference. 

Brother  Davis  presented  the  request  of  D.  Ball,  relative 
to  relinquishment  of  book  debt.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  letter  from  C.  B.  Tippett  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

The  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osborn  was  presented.  Brother 
Osborn  presented  his  reasons  for  appealing  to  the  General 
Conference.  By  vote,  ordered  that  this  case  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M, 

By  vote,  reconsidered  the  above  motion. 
/       Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  donation  from  Mrs.  N.  Reed, 
of  $10,  to  defray  e.xpenses  of  delegates. 

On  motion,  voted  that  brother  Osborn  have  leave  to 
employ  brother  Holdieh  as  his  counsel.  Ordered  that 
brother  Holdieh  and  the  appellant  have  access  to  the 
journals  and  papers  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  in  this 
case.  By  vote,  this  case  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Friday  ne.xt,  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Brother  Hamilton  presented  a  memorial  from  Warrenton 
circuit,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State 
of  the  Church. 

Brother  Kennaday  presented  the  report  of  the  trustees 
of  the  Chartered  Fund,  and  other  papers,  which  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund. 

Brother  Durbin  presented  a  memorial  from  the  colored 
preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Pennsylvania, 
Delaware,  and  Maryland.  Read,  and  on  motion  referred 
to  a  special  committee  of  five  to  examine  and  report 
thereon. 

Agreed  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.  By  vote,  the 
order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  and  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
\  be,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed,  (widow 
'  of  one  of  the  oldest  travelling  preachers  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,)  for  the  donation  of  $10,  made  by  her 
through  Bishop  "Waugh,  to  defray  the  expenses  of  dele- 
gates." 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  send  Mrs.  Reed  a  copy  of 
the  above  resolution. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 


May  9. 

Me??r.s.  Elchcy, 
Kyerson,  and 
Green  address 
the  conference. 

Bequest  of  D. 
Ball  referred  to 
Com.  on  Book 
Concern. 


J.  W.  Osbom'8 
appeal. 


Mrs.  Reed's  do- 
nation of  $10  to 
defray  expenses 
of  delegates. 

Bro.  Holdieh  to 
be  counsel  for 
bro.  Osborn. 


Memori.^l  from 
Warrenton  cir. 
referred  to 

Com.  on  Stato 
of  the  Church. 

Keport  of  trus- 
tees of  Char- 
tered Fund  re- 
ferred to  that 
committee. 

Memorial  from 
coloured 
preachers  of 
Penn.,  Del., 
and  Md.,  re- 
ferred to  special 
com.  of  five. 


Vote  of  thanks 
to  Mrs.  Eeed. 
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WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  10. 


Book  Agents  to 
purchase  re- 
cord book. 


Nominating 
Committee  on 
Hymn-Book. 


Com.  to  prepare 
Course  of 

Study  for  Local 
Preachers. 

Com.  on  Memo- 
rial of  Coloured 
Persons. 


Eeport  of  Com. 
to  publish  rules, 
adopted. 

Memorials  pre- 
sented. 


E.    J.    SeUeck's 
appeal. 


Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  customary  religious  services  by  brother  James  Shaw. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

Tlie  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  proposed  to  have  the  Book  Agents  pur- 
chase a  record  for  reports.  Brother  Finley  moved  to  agree 
to  the  suggestion  of  the  secretary. 

Brother  Creagh  was  appointed  assistant  secretary. 

The  bishops  announced  the  following  committees : — 

Nominating  Committee  for  Committee  to  revise  the 
IIymn-Book  :  M.  Richardson,  J.  B.  Alverson,  J.  B.  Finley, 
D.  Patten,  W.  H.  Goode,  S.  Brison,  R.  Gerry. 

Committee  to  prepare  a  Couhse  of  Study  for  Local 
Preachers:  Joseph  Holdich,  Jonas  Dodge,  John  Stewart, 
G.  W.  Robbins,  Ed.  Thompson. 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Coloured  Persons, 
ASKING  for  a  Separate  Conference  :  J.  Davis,  Manning 
Force,  P.  Akers,  Fitch  Reed,  J.  A.  Massey. 

Moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for  a  special 
purpose.     Lost. 

Committee  to  publish  rules,  &c.,  reported,  and  the  report 
was  adopted. 

J.  K.  Shaw  presented  a  memorial  from  coloured  persons. 
Referred  to  committee  on  that  subject. 

Bro.  Floy  piesented  a  memorial  from  Middletown,  on 
slavery.    Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  memorial  from  West  Troy,  in  favor 
of  congegational  singing.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisal. 

Brother  Spencer  presented  a  memorial  from  Pittsburgh 
Conference,  on  the  trial  of  preachers.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

Brother  Haney  presented  a  memorial  from  Quincy  Dis- 
trict, Illinois  Conference,  on  boundaries.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also  one  on  the  same  subject  from  Bloomington,  Rock 
River  Conference.     Referred  to  same  committee. 

Voted,  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference,  of  1844-5,  as  relates  to  the  division  of  the 
Church,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church. 

Letter  from  E.  J.  Selleck,  appealing  from  the  decision 
of  the  Genesee  Conference  in  his  case. 

G.  Filmore  stated,  that  this  is  the  first  intimation  he 
or  his  delegation  had  had  of  his  intention  to  appeal,  and 
asked  if  this  would  not  be  a  bar  to  the  appeal.  The  chair 
said  the  conference  must  decide. 
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Voted  that  we  now  proceed  to  investigate  the  case. 
Carried. 

Voted  that  his  request  to  have  a  person  appointed  to 
represent  him  be  granted,  and  E,  H.  Piicher  appointed  to 
represent  hira. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of 
this  case  be  postponed  till  Tuesday  at  9  o'clock.     Carried. 

Brother  Filmore  presented  the  memorial  of  Jarvis  M. 
Skinner  and  one  hundred  and  forty-three  others,  from 
Ridgway,  Medina,  and  Albion,  on  secret  societies.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Hosmer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  division 
of  the  Genesee  Conference.  Referred  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Dodge  presented  a  petition  on  the  same  subject,  of 
Rev.  N.  Fellows,  and  eight  others.  Referred  to  the  same 
committee. 

Brother  Nast  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  the  Ger- 
man work,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  brother 
Wiight,  referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Brother  Toralinson  presented  a  paper  from  James  Savage, 
asking  redress  of  grievances  growing  out  of  the  acts  of  the 
General  Conference  in  1844.  Reading  commenced.  Bro. 
Reed  moved  to  dispense  with  the  further  reading  of  the 
document.  Not  seconded,  and  the  reading  proceeded. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the 
Illinois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Akers  presented  the  memorial  of  Philip  Boulware 
and  twenty-two  others,  praying  that  they  may  not  be  tians- 
ferred  to  the  South.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church, 

The  memorial  of  J.  J.  Buren  and  three  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  others,  of  Western  Missouri,  was  presented  by  brother 
Bowen.  Voted  to  refer  the  document  with  the  accompany- 
ing papers  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Creagh  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  as 
assistant  secretary.  Agreed  to,  and  L.  A.  Eddy  was  ap- 
pointed in  his  place. 

Brother  Trimble  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
paragraph  5,  sec.  5,  page  181,  as  to  provide  also  for  the 
board  of  single  preachers."     Adopted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  resolutions  from  Troy  Conference. 
Voted  that  they  be  received  and  read. 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  do  hereby  memo- 
rialize the  ensuing  General  Conference,  to  be  held  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  so  as  to  amend  the  Discipline  as  to  make 


Msy  10. 


E.  H.  Pllcherto 
assist  E.  J. 
SeUlck. 


Memorials  and 
petitions  pre- 
sented 


Paper  from  bro. 
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Communication 
from  Jas.  Sa- 
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to  Com.  on 
State  of  the 
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Bro.  Creagh  ex- 
cused   serving 


and  L.  A.  Eddy 
appointed. 


Resolutions 
from  Troy  Con. 
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KesoluHons 
from  Troy  Con. 
continued. 


P.  Reed  on  al- 
teration of  Dis- 
cipline. 


Jonrnals  of  Me. 
Conf.  referred 
to  Com.  on 
Finance. 


J.  0.  Green's 
case  not  enter- 
tained. 


Sec.  to  inform 
J  C.  Green  of 
decifilon. 


Besolutlon  of 
bro.  Beddy  on 
pewed  church- 


an  explicit  provision  for  a  new  trial  in  all  cases  of  appeal, 
when  the  appellant  makes  the  existence  of  new  testimony 
in  the  case  the  ground  of  his  appeal ;  and  also,  so  to  amend 
the  )ule  of  Discipline  respecting  local  preachers,  as  that 
they  be  tried  by  a  quarterly  conference  in  their  absence. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  on  the  subscription  price  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal,  asking  that  it  be  reduced  to 
one  dollar  per  annum,  always  in  advance.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  memorialize  the 
General  Conference  at  its  next  session,  to  fix  the  relation 
of  private  members  after  having  taken  certificates  of  mem- 
bership.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  the  next  General  Conference  be 
requested  to  graduate  the  claims  of  the  supernumerary  and 
superannuated  men  among  us  according  to  the  number  of 
years  they  have  travelled  in  the  regular  work,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  circumstances.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Finance." 

Fitch  Reed  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  ans.  1  to  quest.  2,  of  the  3d  section, 
1st  chap,  of  the  Discipline,  page  20,  be  so  amended  as  to 
read,  'The  Gen.  Conference  shall  be  composed  of  one 
member  for  every  thirty  members  of  each  annual  confer- 
ence."    Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule  one  day. 

Brother  Webber  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
Maine  Conference  as  refer  to  the  graduation  of  the  claims 
of  superannuated  preachers  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Finance.     Carried, 

Brother  Pilcher  called  up  his  resolution  laid  on  the 
table,  asking  for  an  alteration  of  the  Discipline.     Lost. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  case  of  J.  C.  Green.  J.  Kennaday 
offered  the  following,  namely  : — 

"Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  Rev.  J.  C.  Green,  who 
has  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence, such  appeal  cannot  be  entertained,  he  having  de- 
clared himself  withdraion  from  the  Church  subsequent  to 
the  adjudication  of  his  case,  and  the  avowal  of  his  inten- 
tion to  appeal."     Adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  Kennaday,  voted  that  the  secretary  be 
instructed  to  communicate  to  J.  C.  Green  the  decision  of 
the  conference  in  his  case. 

Brother  Reddy  presented  the  following,  namely : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  striking  out  of 
the  Discipline  the  fourth  answer  to  quest.  1,  of  sec.  2,  of 
part  2,  in  these  words :  'As  it  is  contrary  to  our  economy 
to  build  houses  with  pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the 
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duty  of  the  several  annual  conferences  to  use  their  influ-         Mayio. 

ence  to  prevent  houses  from  being  so  built  in  future,  and 

so  far  as  possible  to  make  those  houses  free  which  have 

already  been  built  with  pews.'"     On  motion  laid  on  the   Laid  on  table. 

table. 

Brother  Porter  moved  that  we  now  suspend  business  for 
the  purpose  of  hearing  the  sermon  from  the  Rev.  Dr. 
Dixon,  and  that  the  members  of  the  conference  be  request- 
ed to  sit  within  the  bar  during  service.     Carried. 


iusiness  sus- 
pended to  hoar 
sermon  from 
Dr.  Dixon. 


THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  11. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  P.  P.  Sandford. 
Bishop  Hedding  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Fitch  Reed  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of 
M.  Richardson  on  the  Committee  of  Nomination, 

Agreed  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  follow- 
ing :— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  this  General 
Conference  be  presented  to  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon,  for  his 
excellent  and  evangelical  sermon,  and  that  we  respectfully 
and  earnestly  request  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to  furnish  the  sub- 
stance of  the  sermon  he  delivered  before  the  General 
Conference  yesterday  for  publication,  and  that  he  expand 
his  remarks  in  any  part  of  it  as  he  may  judge  proper,  and 
write  out  his  last  proposition,  of  which  he  only  presented 
us  with  the  outhne." 

The  secretary  Avas  ordered  to  furnish  Dr.  Dixon  a  copy 
of  the  above,  and  also  to  say  to  Dr.  Dixon,  that  the  sermon 
will  not  be  less  acceptable,  coming  from  him  after  his 
return  home. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  in  part : — 


May  11. 


F.  Reed  in 
place  of  M. 
Eicliardson  on 
Committee  of 
Nomination. 


Tlianks  of  Conf. 
to  Dr.  Dixon 
for  his  sermon, 
and  requesting 
a  copy  for  pub- 
lication. 


"  PiTTSBiTRQH,  May  13, 1848, 
"The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the   P'fP"'"^  of  Mls- 

.   ^    n  r\  •  <.  1  ■,■,-■,  ^      sionary     Com- 

memonal  irom  Oregon,  praying  for  the  establisliment  of    mitteeon  Ore- 
an  annual  conference  in  that  country,  have  had  the  subject     foraia°MiS?wi 
under   serious  consideration ;  they   have   also   had  before     Conference. 
them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Collins  on  tlie 
propriety  and   importance  of  embracing  the  territories  of 
California  and  New-Mexico  within  the  bounds  of  an  annual 
conference  ;   and  have  agreed,  after  a  careful  examination 
of  both  documents,  to  recommend  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  pro- 
vision be,  and  is  hereby  made  for  the  estabhshment  of  an 
annual  conference  on  the  Pacific  coast,  to  embrace  Ore- 


40 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1848. 


May  11. 
Keport  of  Mis- 
sionary Com- 
mittee on  Ore- 
gon and  Cali- 
fornia Mission 
Conference, 
continued. 
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gon,  California,  and  New- Mexico,  to  be  called  the  Oregon 
and  California  Mission  Conference  ;  and  that  it  be  organ- 
ized as  soon  as  practicable  under  the  authority  and  direc- 
tion of  our  episcopacy. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  for  said  conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties  ;  and  that  the  managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
shall  fix  his  allowance. 

"  3.  Hesolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
practicable;  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual  way. 

"  4.  Hesolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  California  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  other  annual  conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  its 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman." 

The  report  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Also,  relative  to  the  German  Church  in  Milwaukie  ;  also 
a  report  relative  to  an  annual  conference,  which  was  read. 
A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  failed. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  postpone  the  further  action  of 
the  conference  on  this  subject  till  Thursday  next. 

Moved  to  refer  the  report  to  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

Brother  Simpson  moved  to  amend  the  motion  of  refer- 
ence, by  adding,  "  and  that  they  be  instructed  to  report 
as  soon  as  practicable."  Motion  and  amendment  by  vote 
laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Sandford 's  motion  to  postpone  failed. 

By  motion  and  vote  the  resolution  was  amended,  so  as 
to  read  Mission  Conference.  Moved  to  commit  the  report 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions.     Carried. 

The  rules  were  suspended  for  the  introduction  of  the 
following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference,  and 
three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  several  annual  con- 
ferences present  and  voting  concurring,  That  the  follow- 
ing be  added  to  the  limitations  and  restrictions  upon  the 
powers  of  the  General  Conference,  namely : — 

"  If  the  General  Conference  shall  adopt  a  rule  or  regu- 
lation which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  episcopacy,  or  an 
annual  conference,  shall  be  deemed  unconstitutional, 
such  rule  or  regulation  shall  be  referred  to  the  several 
annual  conferences,  and  the  aggi-egate  vote  of  three- 
fourths  of  the  travelling  preachers  composing  these  bodies 
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j  shall  be  competent  either  to  affirm  the  constitulion;ility 
1  of  said  rule  or  regulation,  or  pronounce  it  unconstitutional, 
I  null,  and  void. 

By  vote  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 
The   Committee  on    Missions  further  report,   relative   to 
the  organization  of   a    Home  Missionary  department,    the 
following  : — 

"  Resolced,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  conference, 
that  tiie  organization  of  a  home,  or  domestic  missionary 
society,  is  not  expedient." 

Moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  inasmuch  as  sufficient 
provision  is  made  for  domestic  missions,  in  the  present 
missionary  organization."  A  motion  was  made  to  recom- 
mit the  report.  Moved  and  carried  to  lay  this  motion 
on  the  table.  By  vote  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table.  A  motion  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table  failed. 
A  motion  to  extend  the  session  a  few  minutes  failed. 
Time  having  expired,  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by 
brother  Trafton. 


May  11. 


Report  of  Mis- 
sionary Com- 
mitteu. 

Amendment  of- 
fered, and  laid 
on  the  table. 


FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  12. 


May  12. 


Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Dodge.  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

H.  Colburn  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  two  appeals.     Carried. 

He  presented  the  appeal  of  Benjamin  D.  Sniffen,  from 
the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Conference,  by  which  he  had 
been  expelled  from  the  Church. 

H.  Colburn  moved  that  the  conference  entertain  the 
appeal,  and  fix  the  time  of  hearing.     Carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  that  the  appeal  be  made  the  order  of 
the  day  for  Thursday  next,  at  nine  o'clock,  carried. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  request  of  the  appellant  to  have 
the  assistance  of  brother  John  A.  Collins  be  granted. 

B.  M.  Hall  presented  the  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague  from 
the  decision  of  Troy  Conference,  by  which  he  was  suspend- 
ed from  the  ministry. 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  that  the  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague  be 
entertained.     Carried. 

Voted  that  the  case  be  heard  at  ten  o'clock  to-day. 

Certificate  of  election  of  I.  Winner  as  a  delegate  from 
New-Jersey  Conference  presented. 

Certificate  of  Eaton  Shaw  of  Maine  Conference,  duly 
elected  delegate  of  said  General  Conference,  was  pre- 
sented. 

Dr.  Akers  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itinerancy,  on  the  state  of  the  vote  on  the  alteration 
of  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 


Appeal  of  B.  D. 
Snitfen,  of 

Oneida  Con- 
ference, made 
order  of  day 
for  Tliursday. 


J.  A.  Collins  ap- 
pointed to  as- 
sist him. 

Appeal  of  Ezra 
Sprague, 


I.  Winner's  cer- 
tificate of  elec- 
tion presented, 

AlsoE.  Shaw's, 
of  Maine  Con£ 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Itin- 
erancy. 
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Kcport  In  part 
from  Com iji it- 
tee  on  Boun- 
daries rccoui- 
niitted. 

Kiport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Ee- 
visal  laid  on 
tjible. 

Moinorial  from 
Wyandott  In- 
dians. 

Eefcrred  to  com. 
of  three. 


Appeal  of  J.  "W. 
Osborn  laid 
over. 


Memorial  from 
i?li.irp-st.  and 
Asbnry  charge, 
Baltimore,  in 
relation  to  col- 
oured minis- 
ters. 


B.  Bigelow's 
book  debt  re- 
ferred to  Com- 
mittee on  Book 
Concern. 

Petition  of  J.  S. 
Inskip  and 
others  for  di- 
vision of  Book 
Concprn  willi 
the  South,  re- 
ferred to  Com- 
mittee on  the 
State  of  the 
Church. 

Erie  Confer- 
ence resolu- 
tions. 

Petition  from 
Illinois  Con- 
ference refer- 
red to  Commit- 
tee on  Bounda- 
ries. 

One  from  same 
referred  to 
Committee  on 
Book  Concern. 

Eesolutiou  of  H. 
Mattison  on 
baptism. 


G.  Filraore  moved  that  the  report  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table. 
Agreed  to. 

A.  Poe  presented  a  report,  in  part,  from  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries.     Voted  to  recommit  the  report. 

G.  Peck,  from  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  presented 
a  further  report,  No.  2.  Laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

On  motion  of  brother  Finley,  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  make  way  for  presentation  of  a  memorial  from  the  chiefs 
and  official  members  of  the  Wyandott  Indians. 

Brother  Finley  moved  that  the  document  be  committed 
to  a  select  committee  of  three,  to  consider  and  report 
thereon.     Carried. 

J.  Holdich  moved  that  the  appeal  of  J.  W.  Osborn  be 
taken  up,  and  laid  over  till  Tuesday  next  at  nine  o'clock. 
Carried. 

Conferences  called  to  present  petitions,  memorials,  &c. 

J.  A.  Collins,  from  the  Baltimore  Conference,  presented 
the  memorial  of  the  Sharp-street  and  Asbury  charge, 
asking  that  coloured  ministers  should  have  the  pastoral 
oversight  of  all  the  coloured  people  in  connexion  with  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  that  an  annual  confer- 
ence of  coloured  preachers  be  organized.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Petitions  from  Coloured  Persons. 

By  J.  Hopkins,  in  relation  to  Boundaries.  On  motion, 
referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  A.  Poe,  of  the  North  Ohio  delegation,  asking  for  a 
remission  of  the  debt  of  Rev.  R.  Bigelow  to  the  Book 
Concern.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

By  Bishop  Janes,  of  John  S.  Inskip  and  others,  of 
Dayton,  Ohio,  praying  that  some  method  may  be  devised 
to  give  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  a  pro  rata 
dividend  of  the  Book  Concern.  Read,  and  on  motion 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Goode,  the  vote  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference on  the  Erie  Conference  resolutions.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  P.  Cartwright,  a  petition  from  Illinois  Conference. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  the  same,  a  memorial  of  delegates  of  the  Illinois 
Conference,  petitioning  for  relief  from  debt  to  the  Book  Con- 
cern.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

H.  Mattison  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the 
baptismal  formula,  page  110,  paragraph  2,  that  instead  of 
reading,  '  Give  thy  Holy  Spirit  to  these  persons,  that  they 
may  be  born  again  and  made  heirs  of  everlasting  salvation. 
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(fee,  it  may  read,  '  That  they,  being  born  again,  may  be 
heirs,' "  &c.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Cartwright  moved  to  take  up  the  appeal  of 
brother  Atkinson.     Not  carried. 

S.  Comfort  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  be 
instructed  to  inquire,  '  Has  an  annual  conference,  by 
virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  the  right,  when  one  of  its 
members  is  under  the  report  of  being  guilty  of  some  crime 
expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,  to  adopt  any 
measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matteis  contained  in 
such  report  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions,  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
answer  to  question  1,  chapter  1,  section  19,  page  67,'  [of 
the  Discipline,]  and  report  thereon."  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Law  Questions. 

Brother  Brenton  ottered  the  following  : — 

"  RcHolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  changing  the  sixth 
restrictive  rule  (fifth  line  from  the  bottom)  as  to  read, 
'  excepting  the  first  and  fifth  articles,'  and  report  thereon." 
Adopted. 

A.  Stevens  offered  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boimdaries  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  practicability  and  expediency 
of  the  construction  and  publication  of  a  map  of  the  United 
States  and  territories,  on  which  the  boundaries  of  the  seve- 
ral annual  conferences  shall  be  accurately  and  plainly 
delineated."     Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  E.  Sprague. 

The  minutes  and  documents  of  the  Tro)'-  Conference 
in  the  case  were  read.  Testimony  read.  The  case  was 
postponed  till  nine  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

A  communication  from  the  commissioners  and  appointee 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  presented 
and  read.  Also  a  paper  from  Bishop  Soule  of  the  same 
Church. 


May  12. 
Laid  on  table. 


Question  of  S. 
Comfort  refer- 
red to  Law 
Committee. 


Eesolution  on 
revisal  of  Dis- 
cipline adopt- 
ed. 


Resolution  on 
preparing:  a 
map  of  the  Uni- 
ted States  with 
boundaries  of 
annual  confer- 
ences adopted. 


Ezra    Sprague's 
case  takerT  up. 


Communication 
from  Commis- 
sionere  of  tho 
Church,  South. 


"  To  the  Buhops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  £Jpiscopal  Chwch,  in  General  Conference 
assembled. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  lllh,  18i8. 
"Rev.  and  Dear  Brethren, — The  undersigned,  Com- 
missioners and  Appointee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  respectfully  represent  to  your  body,  that, 
pui'suant  to  our  appointment,  and  in  obedience  to  specific 
instructions,  we  notified  the  Commissioners  and  Agent  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of  our  readiness  to 
proceed  to  the  adjustment  of  the  property  question,  accord- 
ing to  the  Plan  of  Separation  adopted  by  the  General  Con- 
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Communication 
from  Commis- 
sioners of  the 
Cliurch,  South, 
continued. 


ference    of    1844.     And    we  furthermore  state,    that    the 
chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church   informed  us  they  would  not  act  in  the  i 
case,  and  referi-ed  us  to   your  body  for  the  settlement  of  \ 
the  question  as  to  the  division  of  the  property  and  funds  \ 
of  the  Churcli.     And  being  furthermore  instructed  by  the 
General  Conference    of  the  Methodist  Episcopal    Church, 
South,  in  case  of  a  failure  to  settle  with  your  Commission- 
ers, to   attend  the  session  of  your  body  in  1848,  for  the 
'settlement  and  adjustment  of  all  questions  involving  pro- 
perty   and    funds,    which   may  be    pending    between  the 
Metliodist  Episcopal  Church  and    the   Methodist   Episco- 
pal Church,  South  ;'  take  this  method  of  informing  you  of 
our  presence,  and  of  our  readiness  to  attend  to  the  matters 
committed  to  our  trust  and  agency  by  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South  :  and  we  desire  to  be  informed  as  to 
the  time  and  manner  in  which  it  may  suit  your  views  and 
convenience  to   consummate   with    us   the  division   of  the     / 
property  and  funds  of  the  Cliui'ch,  as  provided  for  in  the    / 
Plan  of  Separation  adopted  with  so  much  unanimity  by  the    ( 
General  Conference   of  1844.     And   for  our  authority  in 
the  premises,  we  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  accompany- 
ing document,  marked  A. 

"  A.  L.  P.  Greex 

"  C.  B.  Parsons,     \  Commissioners. 

"  L.  Pierce. 
"  JoHX  Early,  Appointee." 

Extract  from  the  Jonrnnl  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  at  its  session  held  in  Petersburg, 
Va.,  1846:— 

"  1.   Resolved,   by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  three  commissioners 
be  appointed,  in  accordance  with  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted   by    the    General    Conference    of   the    Methodist  \ 
Episcopal  Church   in    1844  ;    and   to  act  in  concert  with  \ 
the  commissioners  appointed  by  the  said  M.  E.  Chnrch;  > 
to  estimate  the  amount  due  to  the  South,  according  to  the  i 
aforesaid    Plan   of  Separation  ;  and   to   adjust    and    settle  * 
all  matters  pertaining  to  the  division  of  the  Church  pro- 
perty and  funds,  as  provided  foi-  in  the  Plan  of  Separation, 
with  full  power  to  carry  into  effect  the  whole  arrangement 
with  regaid  to  said  division. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  commissioners  of  tlie  M.  E. 
Chuich,  South,  shall  forthwith  notify  the  commissioners 
and  Book  Agents  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  of 
their  appointment  as  aforesaid,  and  of  their  readiness  to 
adjust  and  settle  the  matters  aforesaid ;  and  shoidd  no 
such    settlement    be  effected    before    the   session    of  the 
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General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church  in  1848, 
said  commissioners  shall  have  power  and  authoriiy,  for 
and  in  behalf  of  this  conference,  to  attend  the  General 
Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  to  settle  and  adjust  all 
questions  involving  property  or  funds  which  may  be  pend- 
ing- between  the  M.  E.  Church  and  the  M,  E,  Cliurch, 
South. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  should  the  commissioners  appointed 
by  this  General  Conference,  after  proper  effort,  fail  to 
effect  a  settlement  as  above,  tiien,  and  in  that  case,  they 
shall  be,  and  are  hereby  authorized  to  t;ike  such  measuies 
as  may  best  secure  the  just  and  equitable  claims  of  the  M. 
E.  Cliui'ch,  South,  ro  the  pi'operty  and  funds  aforesaid. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  John  Eaily  be,  and  is  hereby 
authorized  to  act  as  the  ;igent  or  appointee  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  in  conformity  to  the  Plan  of  Separation 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  to  receive 
and  hold  in  tiust  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  all  property  and  funds  of  every  description 
wiiich  may  be  paid  over  to  him  by  the  agents  of  the  M. 
E.  Church." 

The  conference  then  proceeded  to  appoint,  by  ballot,  the 
three  commissioners  provided  for  in  ihe  report.  On  the 
first  balloting,  H.  B.  Bascom,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  and  S.  A. 
Latta,  were  elected  to  that  othce. 

'•  5.  Renolved,  That  should  a  vacancy  occur  in  the 
Board  of  Commissioners  or  in  the  olfice  of  appointee, 
heiein  befoie  provided  for,  by  deatii  or  otherwise,  in  the 
interim  of  the  General  Conference,  then  and  in  that  case 
the  remaining  members  of  the  Board  shall  have  power  to 
fill  such  vacancy  with  the  approbation  of  one  or  more  of 
the  bishops." 


May  12. 
Communication 
from  commis- 
sioners of  tlie 
Church,  South, 
continued. 


A  true 


cop3^ 


In  behalf  of  the  Board  of  Bisliops. 

Joshua  Soule,  Chairman. 


Voted  that  the  session  be  extended  until  the  reading  of 
the  document  be  finished  and  it  be  disposed  of. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  that  so  much  of  these  documents  as 
relates  to  the  division  of  the  funds  be  refeired  to  the  Com- 
mittee onahe  State  of  the  Church.     Carried. 

Aisi)  the  following  : — 

"  That  the  communication  from  Bishop  Soide  to  this 
General  Conference  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
five,  with  instructions  to  report  that  as  Bishop  Soule  has 
adiiered  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and 
thereby  witlidrawn  himself  from  the  jurisdiction  of  this 
General  Conference,  it  is  improper  for  this  body  to  take 
action  upon  tiie  matters  contained  in  this  communication." 
.  A.  Gnthth  offered  the  lollowing  substitute  for  brother 
Coihii .'  resulutiun  :  — 


financial  part 
referred  to  the 
Committee  on 
the  State  of 
the  Church. 

resolution  to 
refer  the  com- 
munication of 
Bishop  Soule  to 
a  committee  of 
fi 
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A.Grifflth's  sub- 
stitute for  bro. 
Collins'  resolu- 
tion. 


"  Whereas,  the  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D.,  bishop  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  South,  has  laid  a  letter  be- 
fore this  General  Conference,  asking,  or  demanding,  an 
investigation  of  his  character  and  administration  from  the 
year  1844  to  1846,  (two  years,)  as  one  of  the  bishops  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;  and  whereas  the  Discipline 
and  form  of  government  of  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
make  no  provision  for  the  trial,  investigation  of  character, 
of  errors,  and  improper  conduct,  of  any  of  her  bishops, 
except  in  case  of  a  direct  charr/e  of  immorality,  in  the  inte- 
rim of  her  quadrennial  sessions,  at  which  alone  they  are 
held  responsible  for  all  lesser  offences.  (See  Discipline, 
chapter  i,  sections  4-6.) 

"  And  whereas  the  said  Rev.  Joshua  Soule,  D.  D., 
bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  held  at  Petersburgh,  in  Virginia,  in  May,  1846,  did 
formally  and  publicly  withdraw,  retire,  and  separate  him- 
self from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States,  openly  renouncing  her  jurisdiction,  an  disclaiming 
her  authority,  all  of  which  he  had  an  undoubted  right  to 
do  as  a  Christian,  a  minister,  or  a  bishop.  Therefore,  in 
view  of  the  above-recited  premises, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  be  the  sense  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  we  have  no  control,  nor  any  right  of  jurisdiction 
whatsoever,  over  the  case  of  the  aforesaid  Rev.  Bishop 
Soule,  he  having  long  since,  of  his  own  accord,  dissolved 
all  ecclesiastical  relations  between  himself  and  the  proper 
authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  there- 
by placing  himself  beyond  the  reach  of  this  body. 

"  Alfred  Griffith. 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  5.  1848." 


The    conference    adjourned. 
Heddinor. 


Benediction   by    Bishop 


Hay  18. 


Committee    on 
Bevisal   modi- 


Bp.Soule's  com- 
munication. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAT  13. 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  S.  Comfort. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  modification  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisal : — 

Levi  Scott,  George  Gary,  James  M'Maban,  Hiram 
Kinsley,  Timothy  Benedict,  Jesse  T.  Peck,  and  Silas 
Comfort. 

Tlie  rules  of  order  were  suspended  to  take  up  the 
business  under  consideration,  when  the  conference  ad- 
journed. 
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The  substitute  of  brother  Griffith  was,  on  motion,  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  following  substitute  was  offered  : — 

"  That,  whereas  the  Rev;  Bishop  Soule  did  formerly 
declare,  that  he  did  renounce  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Meth- 
pdist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  thereby  withdraw  from  said  Church,  and  had  united 
himself  with  a  separate  ecclesiastical  connexion  under 
the  title  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South; 
therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  tliey  have  no  jurisdiction  over  the  Rev.  Bishop 
Soule,  and  can  exercise  no  ecclesiastical  authority  over 
him." 

Voted  to  strike  out  the  preamble.  The  resolution  was 
adopted.  The  secretary  was  authorized  to  furnish  Bishop 
Soule  a  copy. 

The  rules  were  further  suspended  for  the  following  res- 
olution : — 

"  That  we  respectfully  request  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  to 
answer  the  following  queries,  viz. : — 

"  1.  What  construction  is  put  upon  our  General  Rules  by 
the  British  Connexion,  in  regard  to  the  admission  of  mem- 
bers into  full  membership  ?  Do  they  admit  seekers  as  well 
as  regenerate  j^ersons,  and  if  so  as  a  Church,  do  they  still 
approve  of  the  usage  and  the  rule  ? 

"  2.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connexion  in 
regard  to  enforcing  the  attendance  of  members  upon  class? 
Is  the  rule  strictly  enforced,  and  is  it  a  general  conviction 
that  the  enforcement  of  it  is  wholesome  ? 

"  3.  What  is  the  practice  of  the  British  Connexion  in 
regard  to  reporting  members  ?  Do  they  report  probationers 
as  members  ? 

"  4.  Whether  the  rule  in  regard  to  the  admission  of 
strangers  into  love-feasts  and  class-meetings  is  strictly 
observed  ? 

"  5.  Also,  on  any  other  subjects  which  he  may  deem 
useful." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  conference  be  given 
to  Dr.  Dixon  for  his  full  and  interesting  reply  to  the  above 
inquiries,  and  we  most  fully  reciprocate  to  him,  and  those 
connected  with  him,  the  kind  feelings  tendered  us  through 
him." 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
further  in  part,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave 
further  to  report  in  part : — 

"  1.  That  they  have  had  under  consideration  a  com- 
munication from  the  Commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  in  relation  to  a  division  of  the  property  of  the 
D 


May  18. 
Bp.  Soule'B  com- 
munication, 
continued. 


Preamble  struck 
out,  and  resolu- 
tion adopted. 


Qaestions  to  Dr. 
Dixon. 


Thanks  to  Dr. 
Dixon  for  his 
reply. 


Com.  on  State 
of  the  Church 
report  farther. 
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May  18.        Book   Concern,  and  the   Chartered   Fund,  and  that  they 
Co™-  on  state   cannot  act  advisedly  upon  the  communication  in  question 
report  further,    until  they  receive  the  official  reports  of  all  the  annual  con- 
continued,         ferences  in  relation  to  the  change  of  the  sixth  restrictive 
rule,  as  recommended  by  the  last  General  Conference. 

•'  2.  The  committee  would  ask  the  attention  of  the  con- 
ference to  the  necessity  of  an  order  pointing  out  some 
plan  of  conference  with  the  aforesaid  commissioners,  either 
by  appointing  a  committee  of to  confer  with  the  com- 
missioners and  report  the  result  to  this  conference,  or  by 
authorizing  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  to 
invite  them  to  a  conference.  Tlie  former  plan  would  save 
time,  and  would,  in  the  judgment  of  your  committee,  be 
preferable. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  Geo.  Pkck,  Chairman.'* 

Eeport  adopted.  The  report  was  adopted,  and  the  committee  instructed  to 
invite  the  commissioners  to  a  conference  with  them,  or  a 
committee  of  their  own  number,  as  they  shall  deem  best. 
Eeport  of  Com.  Conference  took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
referred'to*°he  Itinerancy,  containing  the  vote  of  the  annual  conferences 
^^-  °A.  ^*f  ®   of  the  M.  E.  Church,  relative  to  the  alteration  of  the  sixth 

of  the  Church.  .     .  i         r  i    •  i        /-. 

restrictive  rule,  and  referred  it  to  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 
Bro.   Sprague'8       By  vote,  took  Up  the  order  of  the  day.    Brother  Sprague 

defence.  i     i  •      i    r  ''  r     t> 

uei«  I*.  Toaade  his  defence. 

The  time  having  expired,  the  conference  adjourned  to 
meet  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock.  Prayer  by  brother 
Simpson. 

SATURDAY  AFTEENOON,  MAY  13. 

Conference  met  at  half  past  2  o'clock.  Bishop  Ham- 
line  in  the  chair.  After  the  usual  exercises  by  brother 
Farrington,  the  journals  were  read.  The  rules  of  order 
were  suspended  to  take  up  the  business  upon  which  the 
Bro.  Sprague's  Conference  was  acting  when  we  adjourned.  Brother 
toned.^  '^'^'  Sprague  continued  his  defence.  When  closed,  by  motion 
conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Gurley. 

Mayia  MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  15. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 

customary  religious  services  by  brother  Walker.     Bishop 

Waugh  in  the  chair,  in  the  temporary  absence  of  Bishop 

Janes  to  attend  an  appointment. 

Eules suspended       The  journals  were  read,  and,  on  motion  of  brother  Jewett, 

^''expeMefof  ^^^  ^^^^^  "^'^^'^  Suspended  to  hear  a  letter  to  the  Committee 

delegates.  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates. 
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Voted  that  the  communication  be  hiid  on  the  table  for        Mayia 
the  present.  i;^^^,^  °"    «>« 

J.  A.  Collins,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
presented  a  report  in  part,  No.  3,  parts  1  and  2. 

"  NO.    III. PART   I. 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was   Report  of  Com. 
referred  '  The  memorial  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the     cern^^^L^^ai 
Wesleyan    Methodist   Church   in   Canada,'  have   carefully     parts  land"  2. 
considered  the  same,  and  respectfully  submit  the  following 
report  thereon : — 

"  The  Book  Committee,  in  their  memorial,  ask  a  modi- 
fication of  the  plan  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  in 
1836,  for  the  settlement  of  the  claim  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference upon  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chuich ;  and  also  that  the  General 
Conference  direct  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  to  remit 
the  balance  due  upon  the  obligation  given  them  by  the 
Canada  commissioners,  amounting  to  some  |400,  and  return 
the  bond  to  the  commissioners. 

"  After  an  examination  of  the  facts  and  reasons  pre- 
sented in  the  memorial,  and  from  the  statements  made  by 
the  representatives  from  Canada  and  the  Agent  at  New- 
York,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  requests  of 
'  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church 
in  Canada'  should  be  granted,  and  recommend  to  the 
General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolu- 
tions : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  in  view  of  the  fact  that  our 
Canada  brethren  have  derived  but  little  advantage  from 
the  arrangement  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  adopted  for  their  benefit  in  1836, 
the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  are  hereby  directed  to  let 
them  have  books  at  the  cost  prices  during  the  ensuing 
four  years. 

"2.  Resolved,.  &LQ..,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  release  the  Canada  commissioners  from  the 
amount  due  on  the  obligation  given  by  them  to  the  Agents 
in  1836,  and  that  the  said  obligation  be  returned  to  the 
commissioners. 


•'  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  also  had 
under  consideration  the  petition  of  Kev.  C.  B.  Tippett, 
praying  a  continuation  of  his  salary  as  Agent,  &c.,  and 
the  payment  of  his  travelling  expenses  from  New-York  to 
Baltimore,  and  sundry  applications  for  release  from  claims 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  request  of  the  Rev.  C  B, 
Tippett  for  the  continuance  of  bis  salary  as  Agent,  &c,, 
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May  15.        and  the  payment  of  his  travelling  expences  from  New- York 
^oTsook  Co^   *°  Baltimore,  be  not  granted. 

cern,    No.    3,        "  2d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be 

c^unied^  ^'   directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 

the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  Ball,  deceased. 

"  3d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  John  H.  Piper,  deceased. 

"  4th.  Resolved,  &c.,  that  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against 
the  estate  of  the  late  Rev.  Russell  Bigelow,  deceased. 
"  In  behalf  of  the  committee, 

"  John  A.  Collins,  Chairman. 
"  Pittsburgh,  May  \5th,  1848." 


First  item  of 
part  1  amended 
and  adopted. 


Second    resolu- 
tion adopted. 


Amendment  of- 
fered to  first 
resolution. 


Laid     on 
table. 


the 
Part  2  adopted. 


Whole  report 
adopted. 
lilr.  Green  to 
have  a  copy  of 
doings  of  Gen. 
Con.  in  relation 
petitions  of 
"anada  Con£ 


Brother  Collins  moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to 
give  C.  B.  Tippett  his  expenses  from  New-York  to  Bal- 
timore.    Withdrawn  for  the  present. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the 
first  item  of  the  report.  It  being  understood  the  books 
purchased  by  the  Book  Concern  in  Canada  shall  not  be 
disposed  of  in  such  places  as  will  bring  them  in  competition 
with  the  books  of  the  Concern  in  the  United  States,  that 
the  expense  of  transportation  shall  be  borne  by  the  Canada 
establishment,  and  that  payment  for  books  shall  always 
be  made  to  our  Agents  in  funds  at  par  in  New- York. 
Amendment  adopted.  Resolution  of  the  report  adopted 
as  amended. 

2.  Resolution  releasing  the  Canada  Book  Concern  from 
certain  obligations  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church.     Adopted. 

1.  Resolution,  part  2,  read,  recommending  wonconcur- 
rence  in  the  request  of  C.  B.  Tippett. 

Brother  Sandford  renewed  his  motion  to  amend  so  as  to 
pay  brother  Tippett's  moving  expenses  from  New- York  to 
his  station. 

Brother  Sandford's  amendment  laid  on  the  table.  The 
resolution,  as  reported  by  the  committee,  adopted. 

2.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  brother  Ball  from 
claims  of  the  Book  Concern,  adopted. 

3.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  John  H,  Piper, 
adopted. 

4.  Resolution  releasing  the  estate  of  Russell  Bigelow, 
adopted. 

Voted  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 

On  motion  of  brother  Porter,  the  secretary  was  ordered 
to  give  Rev.  Mr.  Green  a  copy  of  the  doings  of  this  con- 
ference, in  relation  to  the  petitions  of  the  Canada  Con- 
ference. 
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Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
reported  in  part.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Brother  Clark  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  for  the  pur- 
pose of  resuming  the  appeal  case  from  the  Troy  Conference. 
Agreed  to. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  said  appeal. 

Brother  A.  Witherspoon  responded  to  E.  Sprague  in 
behalf  of  the  Troy  Conference  delegation. 

Bishop  Janes  took  the  chair  at  ten  o'clock. 

The  delegates  from  the  Troy  Conference  rested  the  case 
at  the  conclusion  of  brother  Witherspoon's  remarks,  and 
brother  Sprague  responded. 

Brother  Currier  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  not 
having  heard  the  minutes  read.     He  was  e.xcused. 

On  motion,  it  was  voted  to  excuse  the  delegation  of  the 
Troy  Conference  from  voting,  at  their  own  request. 

Brother  Griffith  asked  whether  the  minutes  taken  by  the 
committee  in  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  were  read  before 
the  conference,  and  made  the  ground  of  their  action  in 
the  case.  Answered  by  Troy  Conference  delegates  in  the 
affiamative. 

I.  Winner  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Troy  Confer- 
ence, in  the  case  of  Ezra  Sprague,  be  affirmed. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  session  was  extended 
ten  minutes. 

S.  Comfort  offered  a  substitute  to  brother  Winner's 
motion, — that  the  proceedings  in  the  case  of  E.  Sprague 
have  not  been  according  to  rule.  On  motion,  voted  to 
adjourn. 

Prayer  by  brother  Shaw,  of  New-Jersey. 


May  15. 

Report  of  Com. 
on  Temper- 
ance, in  part, 
laid  on  table. 

Appeal  case  of 
li.  Sprague  re- 
sumed. 


Bro.  Currier  ex- 
cused from  vot- 
ing. 

Troy  delegation 
excused  from 
voting. 


Motion  of  I. 
Winner  to  af- 
firm the  de- 
cision of  Troy 
Conference. 

S.  Comfort's 
substitute. 


TUESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  16. 


May  16. 


The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pilcher. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  order  of  the  day  was 
suspended,  to  introduce  an  account  presented  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenses  of  Delegates. 

On  motion,  the  account  was  ordered  to  be  paid  by  the 
Book  Agents. 

On  motion,  the  rules  were  further  suspended  to  finish 
the  case  of  E.  Sprague. 

Brother  Comfort  withdrew  his  substitute,  and  offered  the 
following : — 

"Resolved,  That  in  view  of  informalities  in  the  manner 
of  taking  and  recording  testimony  in  the  case  of  Rev.  E. 
Sprague,  he  be  referred  back  to  the  Troy  Conference  for 
a  new  trial." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  substitute  on  the  table  failed. 


Account  of  Com. 
on  Expenses  of 
Delegates  pre- 
sented. 

Ordered  paid. 


Brother  Comfort 
withdrew  his 
substitute,  and 
oflfer'd  another. 


Motion  to  lay 
substitute  on 
table  failed 
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May  16.  Brother  Winner  offered  an  amendment  so  as  to  make 

Brother    Win-   \\^Q  resolution  lead,  introducinsf  the  word  "  fact,"  instead 

ner  offered  an       .  i,  i    •  i     <•  •  >>      /• 

amendment.       ot  "  manner,     and  insertmg   "  before  a  committee,     after 

the  Avord  "  testimony." 
Laid  on  table.  Voted,  that  the  amendment  of  brother  Winner  be  laid  on 

the  table. 
Brother    Peck       Brother  Peek  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  read,  "  the  de- 
fend.        **   cision  be,  and  is  hereby  reversed." 

Amendment  of       Brother  Cooper  amended,  by  adding,  "  or  not,  as  they 
Uifon'tar  may  choose."     Laid  on  the  table. 
Besoiution     of       Whereupon    the    resolution   of    brother    Comfort  was 

brother     Com-    r,Ar..^if,A 

fort  adopted.       adopted. 
Brother      Os-       Voted,  further  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to  take 

toen  up.  '^^   ^V  *^^®  special  order  of  the  day,  and,  on  motion,  the  case 
of  brother  Osborn  was  taken  up. 

By  vote,  agreed  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to 
meet  again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  specially  to  attend  to 
this  case.     Continued  the  reading  of  the  testimony. 

Voted,  to  lay  the  present  case  on  the  table,  to  make  way 
for  the  following,  viz. : — 
-*-^oWon  of  inr        «  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  instructed  to  inquire 

Law  Commit-  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering   the  Discipline,   (two- 

*®®'  thirds    of    the    General    Conference,    and    three-fourths 

of  the  members  of  the  several  annual  conferences, 
present  and  voting,  concurring,)  as  to  add  the  following 
to  the  section  relating  to  the  General  Conference:  "At 
every  session  of  the  General  Conference  a  committee,  con- 
sisting of  one  member  from  each  of  the  delegates  compos- 
ing that  body,  be  chosen  by  the  delegates  respectively, 
in  which  one  of  the  bishops  shall  preside,  shall  be  ap- 
pointed, to  be  denominated,  '  The  Committee  on  Appeals.' 
The  said  committee  shall  sit  as  a  'court  of  appeals' 
during  the  regular  sessions  of  the  General  Conference, 
from  time  to  time,  as  necessity  may  require,  and  shall 
have  full  authority  to  hear,  try,  and  finally  adjudicate,  all 
appeals  from  the  decision  of  any  annual  conference,  and 
which  may  be  referred  to  them  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence." 

^''"^c        u       Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

tee.  Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Webber. 

TUESDAY  AFTERNOOlSr,  MAY  16. 

The  conference  met  according  to  adjournment  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the  usual  religious 
services  by  brother  Gurley.     Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 
R'other       Os-       Took  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz.,  the  appeal 
taken  up.  case  from  the  Baltimore  Conference.     The  reading  of  the 

minutes  in  this  case  was  resumed  and  finished. 
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On  motion,  that  the  decision  of  the  committee  in  the        May  16. 
case  of  Rev.  J.  W.  Osborn  be  read. 

On  motion  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother  Clarke  of 
Erie  Conference. 

WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  17.  May  it. 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Pitman. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  a  me-  Memorial  of  J. 
morial  from  J.  C.  Lyon.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  c^^Lyon  ref^- 
the  Book  Concern.  mitee  on  Book 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  reported.  No.  2.      Laid     ^°"<=®''°- 
on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule. 

The  order  of  business  was  suspended   to  take  up  the   J.  "W.  Osbom's 
appeal  of  J.  W.  Osborn,  and  on  motion  it  was  taken  up.     ?^en^up.  '^^ 
Brother   Holdich    made    the    opening   speech.      Brothers 
Griffith  and  Davis  spoke  in  behalf  of  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference. 

A  motion  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet 
again  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  to  finish  the  case,  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  this  business  on  the  table, 
to  hear  from  Dr.  Dixon,  and  the  session  was  lengthened 
for  that  purpose. 

Dr.  Dixon  made  his  farewell  communication,  and,  on  Dr.  Dixon's 
motion,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted  : —  (?esT.^ 

"  Resolved,  That  we  most  affectionately  respond  to  the 
sentiments  so  feehngly  expressed  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon, 
and  cherishing  the  most  grateful  sense  of  his  labours  and 
intercourse  with  us,  we  commend  him  to  the  care  of 
divine  Providence,  and  pray  for  his  safe  return  to  his  family 
and  field  of  labour." 

On  motion,  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  Dr. 
Dixon. 

THUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  18.  Mayia 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
brother  George  Gary  with  the  customary  religious  exercises 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Trimble  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  for 
the  purpose  of  admitting  resolutions  by  brothers  Young 
and  Finley.     Carried. 

Brother  Young  off"ered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  in-  Eflsolnaon  of 
structed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  supplying  more    or^tsJnT^ 
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Mayia 


Brother  Flnley's 
resolution  on 
the  property 
question. 


Committee  on 
State  of  the 
Church  on  pre- 
paring a  histo- 
ry of  the 
Church  for  the 
last  four  years. 

Church  papers 
in  quarto  form. 


Memorial 
sented. 


Questions  in  re- 
lation to  Ezra 
Spragne. 


Eesolution  to 
Committee  on 
BevisaL 


Beport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Epis- 
copacy. 


missionaries  for  the  Welsh  and  Norwegians  in  the  United 
States,  and  of  extending  our  Gospel  labours  among  them." 
Adopted. 

Brother  Finley  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Whereas  the  division  of  the  Book  Concern,  and  other 
Church  property,  with  the  Church,  South,  has  not  been 
authorized  by  the  vote  of  the  annual  conferences,  as 
provided  for  in  the  Plan  of  Separation  ;  and  whereas  they 
still  claim  that  we  owe  them,  which  involves  questions  of 
great  magnitude  and  importance,  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  and 
expediency  of  offering  to  refer  the  above  question  to  disin- 
terested arbiters,  to  be  chosen  by  the  parties,  for  amicable 
adjustment,  and  report  thereon."  Laid  on  the  table  for 
the  present. 

"  Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  State  of 
the  Church  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
having  the  history  of  the  Church  written  for  the  last  four 
years,  and  report  thereon."     Adopted. 

"  Also,  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  our 
papers  being  printed  in  quarto  form,  and  report  thereon." 
Adopted. 

Dr.  Tomlinson  presented  a  memorial  from  Gallipolis, 
Ohio,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

J.  Clark  presented  several  questions  of  the  Troy  delega- 
tion, in  relation  to  the  case  of  E.  Sprague.  Laid  on  the 
table  for  the  present. 

D.  Smith  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  add  to  chapter  1,  section  19,  answer  to  question 
4,  page  TO,  eighth  line  from  the  top,  the  following 
words,  '  whether  taken  before  the  conference,  or  a  committee 
appointed  for  that  purpose.'  "  Laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy, 
presented  a  report,  as  follows  : — 

"The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  after  hearing  Bishops 
Hedding  and  Janes,  in  reference  to  a  matter  of  complaint 
against  their  administration,  which  appeared  in  the  Genesee 
Evangelist,  adopted  the  following  as  expressive  of  their 
convictions  in  the  case  : — 

"1.  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  committee,  in 
the  decision  of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of 
Rev.  J.  N.  Maffit,  in  determining  the  place  of  his  mem- 
bership, they  acted  entirely  within  the  limits  of  their  Epis- 
copal jurisdiction,  and  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  Dis- 
cipline and  usage  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case  were 
such  as  fully  to  justify  and  require  their  authoritative  inter- 
ference. 

"  The  committee  also  had  under  consideration  a  com- 
plaint against  the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris,  and 
adopted  the  following  as  their  opinion  on  the  subject : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred 
so  much  of  the  memorial  from  adhering  members  of  the 
Ebenezer  Church,  St.  Louis,  as  referred  to  a  certain  letter 
said  to  have  been  written  by  Bishop  Morris  to  the  preacher 
in  charge  of  the  Centenary  Church,  St.  Louis,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  together  with  other  matters  con- 
nected therewith,  and  have  been  presented  with  a  letter 
from  said  preacher  in  charge,  dated  Pittsburgh,  May  11, 
1848,  certifying  that  no  such  letter  was  ever  received  by 
him ;  wherefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint  against 
the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris  in  that  matter. 

"  The  committee  have  carefully  inquired  into  the  admin- 
istration and  moral  conduct  of  all  the  bishops  for  the  four 
past  years,  and  would  recommend  to  the  conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  administration  of  the  bishops  is 
hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass. 

"  The  committee  have  also  examined  the  claims  and 
receipts  of  the  bishops  for  the  four  past  years,  and  find  that 
their  claims  have  been  paid,  with  the  exception  that  there 
is  due  Bishop  Morris  S21,  and  Bishop  Janes  $237,  for 
travelling  expenses,  and  the  committee  recommend  to  the 
conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishops  Morris  and  Janes  be  paid  the 
balance  due  them  for  travelling  expenses. 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman^ 


May  18. 
Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee oa 
Kpiscopacy, 
continued. 


J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  for  the 
present.     Lost. 

Took  up  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  admin- 
istration of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J. 
N.  Maffit. 

Voted  to  lay  the  item  of  the  report  relating  to  Bishops 
Hedding  and  Janes  on  the  table,  until  they  can  both  be 
present. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  relating  to  Bishop  Morris 
were  read.     The  resolution  was  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  there  is  no  cause  of  complaint 
against  the  administration  of  Bishop  Morris  in  that 
matter." 

Moved  that  Bishop  Morris  be  requested  to  furnish  a  copy 
of  the  letter  of  Rev.  Mr,  Boyle,  for  the  benefit  of  the  me- 
morialists from  St.  Louis.     Carried. 


Eesolutlon  to 
lay  report  on 
table  lost. 

Part  of  report 
taken  up. 


That  part  of  re- 
port referring 
to  Bps.  Hed- 
ding and  Janes 
laid  on  table 
till  they  bo 
present. 

Kesolution  of 
committee  in 
relation  to  Bp. 
Morris  adopt- 
ed. 

Bp.  Morris  re- 
quested to  fur- 
nish a  copy  of 
Mr.  Boyle's 
letter. 
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May  18.  Voted  to  lay  on  the  table  the  resolution  of  the  Episco- 

EpUcopaiCom^  V^^  Committee  in   relation  to  the    administration    of   the 


administration 
of  the  bishops, 
laid  on  table. 

Besolution  a- 
bout  paying 
bishops  travel- 
ling expenses 
adopted. 

Report  of  Com, 


Resolution  of  the  committee  to  pay  the  balance  of  the 
travelling  expenses  of  the  bishops,  namely  :  Bishop  Morris 
$21,  and  Bishop  Janes  §237.     Read  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented  a 
u.uu,  ^om  ^^P^**'  *^"  ^^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^'°*^  ^^  ^l^^*"  t^<^  sixth  restrictive 
state'  ofTi"e  rule,  to  the  efiect  that  the  number  of  votes  required  by  the 
the^^xth**'"!^  Discipline  to  change  said  rule  had  not  been  given, 
strictive article.  Moved  to  receive  the  report,  and  order  it  to  be  entered 
and°ordered^to  "pc»"  the  journal  of  reports.  Agreed  to. 
bookof'r7  OTt^  ^'  ^^^^  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the 
Memorial  from  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of  New-York, 
city  of  N.  Y.     which,    on  motion,    was  referred    to   the    Committee  on 

Itinerancy. 
Moved  to  take       S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orders  to  take 
fronf  ^Oueida  "P  the  special  order,  namely :  the  appeal  case  from  the 
Conference.        Oneida  Conference. 

Brother  Trimble  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  ap- 
peal from  Baltimore  instead  of  from  Oneida.     Lost. 
Brother  Comfort  withdrew  the  motion. 
Brother  Filraore  moved  to  suspend  the  general  orders  to 
receive  memorials  and  petitions. 

The  chair  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
boundaries.     Referred    to    the    Committee    on   Bounda- 


Moved  to  insert 
Baltimore  in- 
stead of  Onei- 
da, lost 


Memorials   pre- 
sented. 


A  memorial  from  S.  M.  E.  Goheen,  in  behalf  of  Libe- 

^ria   Mission  Conference,  asking  that  said   conference  may 

I  be  allowed  representation  in  the  General  Conference,  was 

5  presented  and  read.      Voted  to  refer  said  memorial  to  the 

Committee  on  Missions. 

Brother  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  Thomas 
Stringfield  and  S.  Patten,  in  relation  to  the  dividends 
claimed  by  the  Holston  Conference.  Referred  by  vote  to 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  memorial  was  presented  by  brother  Davis,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Massey  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
church  music.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Mattison  presented  a  memorial  in  relation  to 
boundaries.      Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Greenwood  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject 

of  boundaries.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

'burgh  Cwi'feT-       Brother  Kenney  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of 

ence  relating  to   ^he  Pittsburgh  Conference  as  relates  to  a  diAasion  of  said 

conference  re-   conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

ferred  to  Com-  nr,yy\pA 

mittee         on  ^^rriea. 

Boundaries.  R.    Hopkins    presented    a    memorial    from    preachers 

^nt^'  *'*'  in  Pittsburgh   Conference,   in  relation  to  division  of  said 
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referred  to  the  Committee  on         May  is. 


Conference.     The  paper 
Boundaries. 

Brother  Eddy  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of 
books.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Also  a  paper  on  boundaries.  Referred  to  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

The  same  from  the  Oneida  Conference  delegation  on 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Steadman  presented  a  memorial  from  Theodore 
Stow.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

The  law  questions  presented  by  brother  Judson.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

By  P.  Cartwright,  from  sundry  members  from  Missouri. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Dennis  presented  a  paper  from  Dr.  Luckey. 
Voted  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions. 

Another  by  the  same.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Law  Questions. 

Another  by  the  same  from  J.  T.  Arnold.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

The  orders  of  the  day  were,  on  motion,  suspended  to 
take  up  and  finish  the  appeal  case  from  Baltimore.  Dr. 
Holdich  closed  the  case. 

Brother  Farrington  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Bal- 
timore Conference,  in  the  case  of  John  W.  Osborn,  be 
reversed. 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting. 
He  was  excused. 

A  motion,  to  excuse  all  the  delegates  from  Baltimore, 
•was  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Sand  ford  asked  to  be  excused  from  voting,  on 
the  ground  of  being  absent  when  the  case  was  heard. 
He  was  excused. 

And  the  motion  to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference  in  this  case  was  carried. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  from  Oneida 
Conference. 

Voted,  to  sit  with  closed  doors  during  the  examination 
of  this  case. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

A  letter  from  the  appellant  was  read,  and  J.  A.  Collins 
appeared  as  his  counsel. 

It  was  moved  that  the  president  be  requested  to  appoint 
some  person  to  keep  the  door  during  the  trial  of  this  ap- 
peal.    Carried. 

Whereupon  Benj.  Griffen  was  appointed  door-keeper. 

On  motion,  voted  that  the  appeal  of  B.  D.  Sniffen  be 
admitted.  The  journals  of  the  Oneida  Conference  in  the 
case  were  read. 


Memoriala   pre- 
sented. 


Law  questions 
referred  to 
Law  Commit- 
tee. 


Papers  pre- 
sented by 
brother     Den- 


Appeal  case 
from  Baltimore 
taken  up. 

Eesolutioa  to 
reverse  de- 
cision of  Balti- 
more Confer- 
ence. 

J.  A.  Collins  ex- 
cused from  vot- 
ing. 

Eesolution  to 
excuse  Balti- 
more delega- 
tion laid  on  tlio 
table. 

Brother  Sand- 
ford  excused 
from  voting. 

Motion  to  re- 
verse carried. 

Appeal        case 
from      Oneida 
Conference 
taken  up. 


B.   D.  Sniffen's 
appeal  case. 
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May  18. 
Case  of  B.    D. 
Sniffen. 


Adjournment 


Jesse  T.  Peck  moved  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  informalities  in  the  journals 
of  Oneida  Conference  in  relation  to  B.  D.  Snift'en,  he  be 
referred  back  to  Oneida  Conference  for  a  new  trial," 
Withdrawn.     Renewed  by  J.  A.  Collins. 

Moved  to  prolong  the  sessions  ten  minutes.     Carried. 

Voted,  that  conference  do  now  adjourn.  Prayer  by 
brother  Phelps. 


Oneida  Confer- 
ence, 


THURSDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAY  18. 

The  conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock.  Religious 
services  by  brother  Elliott.     Bishop  Hamhne  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Voted,  to  suspend  the  general  order  to  take  up  the  ap- 
peal case  of  B.  D.  Sniffen.  Voted  to  take  up  the  said  case. 
J.  A,  Collins'  J.  A.  Collins  withdrew  the  motion  pending  at  the  time 
Journals"^  l*f  ^f  the  adjournment,  and  presented  a  paper  of  exceptions  to 
the  journals  of  the  Oneida  Conference,  in  the  trial  of  B.  D, 
Sniffen,  namely: — 

"  As  counsel  for  B.  D.  Sniffen,  in  his  appeal  pending 
before  this  General  Conference,  and  in  his  hehalf,  1  except 
to  the  journals  of  the  Oneida  Annual  Conference,  in  his 
case,  on  the  following  points: — 

"  1.  Because  the  Secretary  of  the  Oneida  Conference 
did  not  keep  regular  minutes  of  the  trial. 

"  2.  Because  the  charges  and  specifications  on  which 
said  Sniffen  was  arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  and  expelled 
from  the  M.  E.  Church,  by  said  conference,  do  not  appear 
on  the  record,  nor  is  there  any  reference  to  any  7ninutes, 
kept  by  the  secretary  of  said  conference,  in  which  they  are 
recorded. 

"  3.  Because  of  the  omissions  and  irregularities,  the  evi- 
dence, if  there  be  any,  does  not  come  before  the  General 
Conference,  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  Discipline  in 
such  cases." 

The  counsel  for  the  appellant  addressed  the  confer- 
ence in  [support  of]  this  bill  of  exceptions.  S.  Comfort 
and  D.  Holmes  replied  against  said  bill,  and  brother  Collins 
responded. 

George  Peck  moved,  that  the  exceptions  taken  by  the 
counsel  are  not  sufficient  to  bar  the  appeal  or  prevent  its 
being  investigated  by  this  conference.     Carried. 

And  the  minutes  of  the  trial  of  B.  D.  Sniffen  were 
read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  adjourn.     Lost. 

Brother  Collins,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  made  his 
plea.  Brothers  Comfort  and  Holmes  replied.  A  motion 
to  adjourn  was  lost.  Brother  Collins  closed  the  pleadings. 
Brother  Porter  moved  that  the  decision  of  the  Oneida 


6.    Peck's  res- 
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Conference  be  affirmed,  and  the  Oneida  Conference  delega- 
tion be  excused  from  voting,  if  they  desire.  The  con- 
ference AFFIRMED  the  decision  of  the  Oneida  Conference  in 
the  case  of  B.  D.  Sniffen. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 


May  18. 
Oneida   Confar- 
ence 
afiirmed. 


FKIDAT  MORNING,  MAY  19. 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  D.  P 
Williams.     IBishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

A  communication  from  the  British  Conference,  with  an 
extract  from  the  journals  of  said  conference.  Read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Correspondence. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  resolu- 
tions.    Resolution  of  D.  Holmes  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
page  26,  sec.  4,  ques.  3,  ans.  2,  as  to  read  as  follows : 
'  provided  that  he  (the  bishop)  shall  not  allow  any  preacher 
to  remain  on  the  same  station  more  than  three  years 
successively.'  "     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  brother  Sandford  : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  no 
preacher  is  under  obligation  to  give  a  certificate  of  mem- 
bership to  any  member  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  unless  said 
member  wishes  to  remove  his  membership  to  another 
charge  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  though,  as  a  matter  of 
courtesy,  he  may  give  a  recommendation  to  a  member  in 
good  standing  who  wishes  to  unite  with  another  evangelical 
denomination."     Adopted. 

Whereas,  the  General  Conference  of  1840  passed  the 
following  resolution,  appended  to  the  report  of  the  West- 
moreland petition,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the 
general  rule  of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  mere  ownership  of  slave  pro- 
perty in  states  or  territories  where  the  laws  do  not  admit 
of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slaves  to  enjoy 
freedom,  constitutes  no  barrier  to  the  election  or  ordina- 
tion of  ministers  to  the  various  grades  of  office  known  in 
the  M.  E.  Church,  and  cannot  therefore  be  considered  as 
operating  any  forfeiture  of  right  in  view  of  such  election 
and  ordination,  and  whereas,  said  resolution  is  liable  tc- 
misconstruction,  and  has  been  misconstrued  to  the  preju- 
dice of  our  beloved  Methodism,  therefore  resolved,  by 
the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  conferences  in  Gen- 
eral Conference  assembled,  that  the   Committee  on  the 


Msj  19. 

Opening  of  coa- 
ference. 


Communication 
from  tha 

Britisli  Confer- 
ence. 


T>.  Holmes' 
olution. 


Brother  Sand- 
ford's  resolu- 
tion. 


J.  J.  Steadman'B 
resolution. 
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May  19.        State  of  the  Church  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire 
into  the  propriety  of  having  said  resolution  rescinded. 

"  J.  J.  Steadman." 
Referred. 


Brother  Com- 
fort's lesolu- 
tion. 


J.    C.    Smith's 
resolution. 


Brother  Power's 
resolution. 


Brother      Mas- 
sey's      resolu- 


Brothor      Jew- 
ett's  resolution. 


Brother  Comfort  offered  the  following  resolution,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  in- 
structed to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  so 
amending  the  Discipline  on  page  162,  answers  1  and  4 
to  question  1,  (part  2,  sec.  2,)  and  the  second  question  and 
answer  of  the  same  section,  page  164,  as  to  conform  to  the 
prevailing  usage  of  the  Church  on  that  subject,  and  report 
thereon." 

It  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Brother  J.  C.  Smith  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline, 
chap.  2,  sec.  V,  5th  paragraph,  last  line,  as  to  strike  out 
the  words  '  proper  trial,'  and  insert  the  words  '  manifest 
reformation '  in  lieu  thereof." 

Brother  Power  presented  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  ans.  2d  to  quest.  2d  of  the  Disci- 
pline, page  l7l,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  follows: — 
'annually  by  the  quarterly  conference  at  its  last  meeting 
for  the  year,  the  preacher  having  charge,' "  &c.,  &c. 

Brother  Massey  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  annual  conferences 
assembled,  That  to  prevent  all  possible  misconception  of 
the  meaning  of  the  closing  proviso  of  the  restrictive 
articles  or  constitution,  on  page  22,  small  edition  of  the 
Discipline,  (the  requisite  majority  of  the  annual  conferences 
concurring,)  the  word  '  several,'  in  the  ninth  line,  be 
stricken  out,  and  the  word  '  all '  inserted,  so  as  to  read 
'  all  the  annual  conferences,'  instead  of  '  the  several 
annual  conferences.' "  Laid  on  the  table  under  the 
rule. 

"Resolved,  That  after  to-morrow  there  shall  be  no 
more  resolutions  offered  to  amend  the  Disciphne,  except 
from  committtees,  during  the  present  session  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference." 

Brother  Creagh  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "and  me- 
morials." The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the 
resolution  passed. 

Brother  Jewett  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  ans. 
8,  be  so  amended  as  to  read,  '  The  bishops  may,  when 
they  judge  it  necessary,  unite  two  or  more  circuits  or  sta- 
tions together,  requiring  the  preachers  to  itinerate,  with- 
out affecting  their  separate  financial  interests  or  pastoral 
charges."     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  184! 


61 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  tlie  Book  Concern  be 
and  are  hereby  instructed  to  receive  and  consider  ;iny 
proposition  which  may  be  made  to  them  i-elative  to  the 
transler  of  Zion's  Herald  to  the  General  Conference. 

"  A.  Stevens, 
"M.  Trafton. 
"  M.  Hill." 


May  19. 
A.  Stevens'  re* 
solution. 


A  motion  to  lay  this  on  the  table  failed.  Carried  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

B.  Gritien  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolced,  That  this  conference  will  adjourn  sine  die  on 
Wednesday,  31st  of  the  present  month." 

A  motion  to  lay  this  resolution  on  the  table  failed. 

It  was,  on  motion,  indefinitely  postponed, 

"  Resolved,  That  whereas,  if  in  the  judgment  of  any 
member  of  the  conference,  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
should  be  terminated,  it  shall  be  in  order  for  him  to  move 
that  the  vote  on  the  question  be  now  taken,  which  motion, 
if  seconded,  shall  be  put  without  debate  ;  and  if  two-thirds 
of  the  members  present  and  voting,  sustain  tlie  motion, 
the  vote  on  the  subject  under  discussion  shall  be  taken 
without  farther  debate,  in  the  following  order  :  first,  on  the 
substitute,  if  there  be  one  ;  second,  on  the  amendment ; 
third,  on  the  main  question. 

"  J.  Drummond, 
"  S.  Elliott." 


B.   Grlffen's  re- 
solution. 


Resolution  on 
the  previous 
question. 


A  motion  to  strike  out  "  two-thirds"  and  insert  "  a  ma- 
jority "  failed.     The  resolution  was  adopted. 

By  brother  Spicer  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be 
directed  to  publish  a  monthly  magazine  as  soon  as  a  suf- 
ficient number  of  subscribers  can  be  obtained  to  warrant 
such  a  pubhcation."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Also  the  following: — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  Amending  the  note 
of  recommendation  to  members  by  introducing  the  words, 
the  '  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,'  instead  of  '  our  Church.' 

"  Resolved,  That  after  Monday  next,  the  rule  calling  for 
petitions  and  memorials  be  suspended  for  the  remainder  of 
the  session  of  this  conference." 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law 
be  instructed  to  inquire,  when  charges  are  preferred 
against  a  preacher  at  an  annual  conference,  and  he  cannot 
be  tried  during  the  session  for  want  of  testimony,  whether 
it  is  proper  for  the  conference  to  appoint  a  committee  to 
try  him,  with  power  to  acquit  or  suspend  him  in  the  inter- 
val   of  the  conference.      If  not,  has  the  conference   the 


Brother  Spicer'a 
resolutions. 


A.  Stevens'  re- 
solution. 
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May  19.  right  to  refer  the  case  of  an  accused  preacher  to  the  pre- 
A.  Stevens'  re-  siding  elder  who  may  have  charge  of  him,  to  try  him  under 
tinned.  '  the  rule  for  the  trial  of  immoral  travelhng  preachers  in  the 

interval  of  an  annual  conference. 

"  A.  Stevens, 

"  S.  G.   ROSZEL." 

J.Porter's  reso-  >'  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending  the  Discipline, 
part  2,  section  6,  paragraph  3,  so  as  to  read,  '  which 
shall  be  subject  to  the  order  of  the  conference ;  pro- 
vided, that  not  more  than  one-half  of  it  shall  be  appro- 
priated within  its  own  bounds,  without  the  consent  of  the 
managers  of  the  parent  society.' 

"J.  Porter." 


■^^'^forTrother  ^^  ^'*^*^'  ^^^^P^^^sd  the  rulcs  to  take  up  the  appeal  from 

Atkinson's  ap-  Illinois  Conference  of  brother  Atkinson.     The  appellant 

P®*'-  stated  in  writing  the  ground  of  his  appeal. 

Brother   Simp-  Proceeded  to  read  the  charge  and  evidence.     Brother 

Bon's  objection     ^.  ,  ■      ^     i  i  ^         ■  r     i 

to    the    evi-   oimpson  Objected  to   the  presentation  oi   the  minutes  as 
dence.  evidence  in  the  case,  because  they  had  not  been  taken  by 

the  secretary  in  open  conference.     The  chair  decided  the 
objection  out  of  order. 

Brother  Simpson  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair. 

Brother  Collins  moved,  that  the  conference  sustain  the 
chair  on  the  point  of  order.     Adopted.     The  reading  pro- 
ceeded and  closed. 
Brother    Cart-        Brother  Cartwright,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  address- 
peUant.  °^  ^'^'   ^^  ^be  conference.     This  case  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 

present, 
■^■nnouncement  The  chair  announced  to  the  conference  the  decease  of 
Dr.  Emory.  JDr.  R.  Emory.  J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  : — 
^P^^«"'"f°'  Dr°  "  Whereas,  this  General  Conference  has  received  intel- 
de-  ligence  of  the  decease  of  Dr.  R.  Emory ;  and  whereas  the 
deceased  occupied  an  elevated  position  in  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  as  a  scholar,  minister  of  the  Gospel,  and 
an  eminent  Christian  ;  and  whereas  it  is  proper  that  public 
notice  be  taken,  and  sympathy  expressed  on  such  occa- 
sions as  the  one  above  referred  to  ;  therefore, 

"1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  has  receiv- 
ed with  profound  sorrow  the  intelligence  of  the  decease 
of  Dr.  R.  Emory,  President  of  Dickinson  College,  and 
while  we  bow  with  submission  to  this  dispensation  of  divine 
Providence,  we  cherish  with  pleasing  recollection  the 
remembrance  of  his  fervent  piety,  eminent  learning,  and 
deep  devotion,  zeal,  and  usefulness,  as  a  minister  of  the 
Gospel  of  Christ. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  sympathy   and   condolence    of 
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the  General  Conference  with  the  family  of  the  deceased 
are  hereby  expressed. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  conference 
furnish  the  family  of  the  deceased  with  a  copy  of  the  pre- 
amble and  resolutions." 

By  vote,  the  decision  of  the  Illinois  Conference  in  the 
case  of  brother  Atkinson  was  reversed. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Plimpton. 


May  19. 
Eesolutions    ia 
the  case  of  Dr. 
Emory's      do- 
cease,  contlnu- 


t)ecision  In 
brother  Atkin- 
son's case  re- 
versed. 


SATURDAY  MORMNG,  MAY  20. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with  the 
usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Cartwright.  Bishop 
Waugh  in  the  chair. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  moving  expenses  of 
Dr.  Bond  from  New-York  to  Baltimore."  Moved  to  lay 
the  resolution  on  the  table.  Lost.  Brother  Cooper 
moved  to  Vaj  the  resolution  on  the  table,  until  we  get  the 
information  ordered  in  1844,  in  relation  to  travelling  ex- 
penses of  General  Conference  officers.  Lost.  The  reso- 
lution was  adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  directed  to  furnish  to  this 
conference  a  statement  of  the  amount  paid  to  Book  Agents 
and  Editors  during  the  last  four  years,  in  addition  to  their 
salaries  and  travelling  expenses,  specifying  the  objects  for 
which  such  moneys  have  been  paid,  and  the  claims  any 
of  them  may  have  for  literary  or  other  labour,  -which  are 
still  unsettled,  and  also  the  sums  paid  for  manuscripts,  for 
books,  for  the  pages  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  our 
other  periodicals,  and  for  assistance  in  the  editorial  de- 
partments, specifying  in  each  case  the  names  of  the  indi- 
viduals, and  the  precise  objects  for  which  payments  have 
been  made. 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken. 
Carried  by  a  vote  of  one  hundred  and  twenty-seven. 

The  vote  on  the  resolution  was  then  taken,  and  it  was 
adopted. 

J.  Young  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  and  is  hereby  re- 
spectfully requested  to  furnish  the  Agents  in  New- York 
with  a  copy  of  an  address  delivered  by  said  bishop  before 
the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  leaving  out  names  and  lo- 
calities, and  that  the  Agents  be  requested  to  publish  the 
same  in  pamphlet  form."  Voted,  that  the  resolution  be 
laid  on  the  table  for  tlie  present. 

Brother  T.  Spicer  offered  the  following  : — 
E 


May  20. 


Brother  ColUna' 
resolutions. 


Previous  quflS- 
tion. 


J.  Young's    re- 
solution. 


resolution. 
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May  20.  "  Resolvcd,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instruct- 

soluUonYto  fhe  cd  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  rule  on 
Eevi^'coutto"  P^S®  ^^^'  ^^  ''°  ™^^^  ^^^^  estimate  of  the  Committee  on 
ed.  Table  Expenses  subject  to  the  action  of  the  quarterly  con- 

ference."    Adopted. 

J^y  the  same,  "  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending 
the  rule,  for  locating  travelling  preachers  without  their 
consent,  as  to  authorize  an  annual  conference  to  locate  a 
man  when,  in  the  judgment  of  three-fourths  of  its  members, 
he  is  no  longer  useful  as  a  travelling  preacher."  Moved 
to  lay  it  on  the  table.     Lost.     The  resolution  was  adopted, 

E.  Thompson  offered  the  following  resolution  with  a 
preamble  prefixed  : — 
E.  Thompson's  "  Resolved,  That  the  first  Monday  in  January  be  ob- 
served  annually  throughout  our  community  as  a  day  of 
public  religious  service  of  fasting  and  prayer  in  behalf  of 
our  colleges  and  seminaries."  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

M.  Hill  moved  the  following  in  connexion  with  a  pream- 
ble, namely  : — 
\S^  '**"*  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  altering  the  Discipline 
in  section  5,  question  2,  answer  6,  page  32,  and  section 
10,  question  1,  answer  16,  page  47,  as  to  make  it  the 
duty  of  all  travelling  ministers  to  render  an  account  to 
their  respective  conferences  of  the  amount  of  the  books 
which  tliey  sell  annually,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Minutes, 
as  an  article  of  statistical  intelligence."  Laid  on  the 
table. 

George  Peck  offered  the  following  : — 
'^utto^'''^  "^'^  "  Resolved,  That  the  bishops  be  respectfully  requested  to 
forward  to  the  Book  Agents  a  copy  of  the  course  of  study 
which  they  shall  point  out  for  candidates  for  admission  and 
traveUing  deacons  ;  that  the  Agents  bo  directed  to  publish 
the  same  in  the  latter  part  of  the  small  edition  of  the 
Discipline."  Moved  to  strike  out  Discipline,  and  insert 
Methodist  Almanac.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Brother  Spencer  offered  the  following  : — 
^oreJ'-fled.  °°  "  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Law  be  requested  to 
say  whether  horse-feed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are  under 
the  necessity  of  keeping  a  horse  to  attend  their  appoint- 
ments and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  travelhng  expenses,  or 
not  ?"     Moved  to  lay  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

J.  Clark  offered  the  following : — 
J.  Clark'8  roso-        «  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  directed 
to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  closing  para- 
graph of  part  2,  and  section  2,  as  to  provide  for  arrang- 


lation. 
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ino"  the  trustees  of  our  several  Churches  and  parsonages  into         May  20. 
three  classes,  where  this  ari'angement  does  not  now  exist ;   ''^oiJ^lfJn'®  J^ 
and  to  provide  for  the  appointment  or  election  of  one  class     tinued. ' 
each  year,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  will  allow." 

Brother    Simpson   offered    the   following   substitute   to 
brother  Clark's  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,    That    the    several    annual    conferences    be   Brother   Simp- 

,     ,  ,  ,  i   •  1     i      sons      suDsti- 

requested  to  take  proper  measures  to  ascertam  what  tute. 
changes,  if  any,  are  requisite  in  our  deed  of  settlement 
and  mode  of  appointment  of  trustees,  so  fls  to  conform  to 
the  laws  of  the  several  states,  and  add  to  the  security  of 
the  property  of  the  Church.  And  when  said  annual  con- 
ferences shall  have  agreed  upon  such  changes,  not  affect- 
ing, however,  any  of  the  trusts  contained  in  our  present 
deed,  and  when  such  changes  shall  have  been  inspected 
and  approved  by  the  bishops,  so  as  to  secure  uniformity 
as  far  as  possible,  then  the  Book  Agents  shall  be  authorized 
to  publish  copies  of  said  deeds,  to  be  furnished  without 
charge  to  the  presiding  elders  of  the  several  states,  who 
shall  be  charged  with  the  duty  of  seeing  that  our  Church 
property  is  properly  secured,  according  to  the  form  of  said 
deed." 

Brother  Sargent  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of 
the  whole  subject. 

Brother  Clark  admitted  brother  Simpson's  substitute ;  Substitnte  ad- 
and,  on  motion,  the  previous  question  was  ordered,  by  a  previous  qum- 
vote  of  one  hundred  and  eighteen.  tion  ordered. 

The  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  was  lost,  and  ^efin"te%os^ 
the  question  recurred  on  the  substitute.  Brother  Cooper  pouement  lost. 
moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  all  that  relates  to  the  fur-  Brother  Coop- 
nishing  of  deeds.  Brother  Simpson  admitted  the  amend-  amend  admit- 
ment.     The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule,   g^ubstuute   laid 

Brother  Herr  oflFered  the  following,  in  connexion  with  a     on  the  table. 
preamble : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed   Brother  Herr's 
to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  so  amending  the  Disci-     committee  on 
pline,  page  27,  chap.  1,  sec.  4,  line  11,  so  as  to  read  'and     Eevisai. 
Sabbath  tlnions.'  "     Laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Brenton  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  ^t^^'.^f  g^j^rf"' 
to  inquire  what  amendments  and  alterations,  if  any,  are     to  Committee 
necessary  to  the  19th  section,  chap.  1,  of  the  Discipline,     onEevisai. 
concerning   the   trial    of  immoral   preachers,   and    leport 
thereon." 

0.  C.  Baker  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  o.   c.   Bakert 

.  ,  .  -  !•  1       TN-     •    T  resolution      to 

to  mquire  into  the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,     Committee  on 
page  25,  ans.  14  to  quest.  6,  that  the  numbers  of  proba-     Revisal. 
tioners  be  given  in  the  Minutes  separate  from  those  in  full 
membership." 
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May  20. 
Brother    Matti- 
fion's  resolution 
to    Commltite 
ou  Eevisal. 


Letter  to  J.  A. 
Collins  referred 
to  Committee 
on  EevisaL 


J.  B.  Finley  pre- 
sented a  letter 
from  commis- 
sioners of  the 
Church,  South. 

Eesolution  to 
refer  to  Com- 
mittee on  State 
of  the  Church 
failed,  and 

brother  Finley 
withdrew  pa- 
per. 

I.  Stone  has 
leave  of  ab- 
sence. 


Brother  Herr's 
resolution 
about  a  mem- 
ber withdraw- 
ing from  the 
Church. 


Oommunination 
from  Provi- 
dence Confer- 
ence. 


Resolution      in 
relation  to 

Book  and  Pub- 
lishing     Com- 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Law 
Questions. 

Brother  Ken- 
ny moved  to 
amend. 
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Brother  Mattison  offer  the  following : — 

"  That  the  Committee  on  Revisal  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  amending  question  6.  page  23,  of  the 
Discipline,  whereby  we  are  to  inquire  at  each  annual  con- 
ference, who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  General 
Conference  to  exercise  the  Episcopal  Office,  and  superintend 
the  Methodist  Church  in  America." 

J.  A.  Collins  moved,  that  so  much  of  a  certain  letter 
addressed  to  him  as  relates  to  amendments  in  the 
Discipline  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 
Carried. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  a  letter  from  the  commissioners 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  to  N.  Bangs,  G.  Peck,  and 
J.  B.  Finley,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  the  funds. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  refer  it  to  the  Committee  on 
the  State  of  the  Church.  Brother  Finley  withdi-ew  the 
motion  to  refer,  and  brother  Creagh  renewed  it,  when 
brother  Finley  withdrew  the  paper. 

Brother  Mattison  asked  leave  for  brother  I.  Stone,  of  the 
Black  River  Conference,  to  return  home  in  consequence  of 
ill  health.     Adopted. 

Voted,  that  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Dele- 
gates be  instructed  to  pay  brother  Stone's  expenses  this 
afternoon. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following,  prefaced  by  a  pre- 
amble : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General 
Conference,  that  no  preacher  or  member  of  our  Church  is 
entitled  to  the  privilege  of  dissolving  his  membership  while 
under  censure."     Laid  on  the  table. 

D.  Patten  presented  the  following,  from  the  journal  of 
the  Providence  Conference  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  desirable  that  our  ritual  should 
be  revised,  and  made  conformable  to  our  standard  writers 
and  the  improved  circumstances  of  our  denomination." 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Thomas  Carlton  offei-ed  the  following  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
be  directed  to  inquire  if  any,  and  if  any,  what  changes  are 
needed  in  the  Book  Committees  and  Publishing  Com- 
mittees," adopted. 

Voted,  to  take  up  the  general  orders  of  the  day. 

P.  P.  Sandford,  from  the  Committee  on  Law  Questions, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read.  The  first  resolution 
was  taken  up,  viz. : — 

*'  Resolved,  That  a  presiding  elder  has  a  right  to  employ 
a  local  preacher  without  a  recommendation  from  a  quar- 
terly conference." 

Brother  Kenny  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 
not. 
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S.  Comfort  moved  to  extend  the  session  ten  minutes.         May  20. 
Lost. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table.  Amendment 


On  motion,  voted  to  adjourn.     Prayer  by  brother 


laid  on  table. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  22. 


May  22. 


la 

relation  to  Fi- 
nancial   Secre- 
tary    of     the 
American 
Bible  Society. 


Memorials,  &e., 
presented. 


The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  E.  Smith. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  the  rules  were  suspended 
to  admit  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  financial  secretary  of  the  American   Resolution 
Bible  Society  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  within  the  bar,  and 
be   privileged  to    speak   on  all  questions  relating  to  the 
American  Bible  Society." 

Rules  further  suspended  to  call  for  memorials,  &c. 

Memorial  of  Dr.  Bond  for  claims  on  Book  Concern. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Barrows  presented  a  paper  from  M.  Newhall. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisal. 

Brother  Drummond  presented  a  communication  from 
brother  M'Abee  relative  to  book  debts.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also  from  preachers  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  tracts.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tracts 
and  Sunday  Schools. 

Also  from  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  members  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  Leesburgh,  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

From  George  Webber  relative  to  an  error  in  the  entry 
of  his  vote,  on  the  first  resolution,  of  the  Plan  of  Separa- 
tion, placing  it  in  the  affirmative  when  it  should  have  been 
in  the  negative. 

Brother  Tomlinson  presented  a  document  containing 
financial  statements  of  the  condition  of  Augusta  College. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

From  P.  Elder,  of  Zanesville,  asking  some  alteration  in 
Discipline.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisal. 

By  the  same,  a  paper  from  S.  Jones.  Referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Walker,  a  paper  touching  the  Boundary  Ques- 
tion.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  Trimble,  a  memorial  from  Cincinnati.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

By  brother  Goode,  a  paper  touching  the  question  of 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

By  brother  Cartwright,  a  memorial  from  the  African 
Green-street  Church,  St.  Louis.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  State  of  the  Church. 
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May  23. 

Memorial  pre- 
sented. 

Committee  on 
Bute  of  the 
Church  report 
in  part 


Made  order  of 
the     day     for 

Wednesday. 


Motion  to  sit 
with  closed 
doors  lost. 

Further  report 
from  Commit- 
tee on  State  of 
the  Church. 

Eeport  of  the 
Committee  on 
Kevisal,  No.  3. 

Eeport  of  the 
Committee  on 
Kevisal,  No.  4. 

Committee  on 
Education  re- 
port recom- 
mitted. 

Committee     on 
Chartered 
Fund. 


Eeport  on  Wy- 
andott  Indians. 


Beport  of  Com. 


By  brother  Talbot,  a  paper  touching  boundaries.  Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  reported 
further,  in  part.  Voted,  to  lay  the  report  on  the  table, 
making  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrrow  at  eight 
o'clock,  and  that  we  sit  during  the  investigation  of  the 
report  with  closed  doors,  admitting  travelling  preachers  of 
the  M.  E.  Church  and  General  Conference  officers. 

Moved  and  carried  to  strike  out  to-morrow  and  insert 
Wednesday,  also  to  amend  by  inserting  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  the  General  Conference.  A  division  of  the 
question  was  called  for.  The  first  part  of  the  resolution 
was  adopted.  A  motion  to  lay  the  second  part  on  the  table 
was  lost. 

The  second  part  of  the  resolution  was  lost. 

A  further  report  from  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordei-ed  to  be  printed 
for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Wednesday  morning  at  eight  o'clock. 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  made  a  further  report, 
marked  3.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  same  committee  made  a  further  report,  No.  4. 
Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  Committee  on  Education  reported.  Moved  to  re- 
commit the  report  to  be  perfected. 

The  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  reported.  Laid 
on  the  table,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow 
morning. 

Committee  on  the  Memorial  from  the  Wyandott  tribe  of 
Indians  reported.  A  motion  was  made  to  adopt  the  report 
of  the  committee. 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  do  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Missionary  Society  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  refund  to  the 
Wyandotts  the  whole,  or  five  hundred  dollars  of  the 
amount,  to  pay  the  debt  incurred  in  building  their  church, 
provided  the  Methodists,  in  the  above  tribe  of  Indians, 
are  recognized  as  belonging  to  the  M.  E.  Church. 

"  2.  That  the  decision  of  this  General  Conference,  in 
relation  to  this  matter,  be  conveyed  to  the  chiefs  and 
council  of  the  Wyandotts,  by  the  secretary,  as  soon  as 
possible."     Report  and  resolutions  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported : — 

''Resolved,  That  we  recommend  that  the  German 
missionaries  now  attached  to  the  Ohio  Annual  Con- 
ference remain  in  such  connexion  for  the  next  four 
years." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

"Resolved,  That  the  German  districts  now  belonging 
to  the   Illinois  Annual  Conference  be   transferred  to  the 
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Rock  River  Conference  for  the  next  four  years."  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Missions, 

The  Committee  on  Missions  made  a  further  report  rela- 
tive to  Oregon,  &c.  Moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  and 
make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrov?  at  nine  o'clock. 
Failed.     Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  New-Mexico." 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Jacoby. 


May  22. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 
sions in  rela- 
tion to  Oregon. 


TUESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  23. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wever.  Bishop 
Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read,  and  on  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended,  to  make  way  for  a  resolution  on  the  Book  Con- 
cern from  Genesee  Conference,  as  follows  : — 

"  Rev.  C.  B.  Tippett  presented  certain  names  of  persons 
indebted  to  the  Book  Concern,  whereupon  it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  the  account  against  Clarke  A.  Smith, 
deceased,  be  referred  to  the  General  Conference." 
Adopted. 

Brother  Finley  moved  to  suspend  the  rules,  for  the 
purpose  of  disclaiming  the  meaning  of  an  act  of  this  con 
ference,  set  forth  in  an  article  which  he  held  in  his  hand 
said  to  have  been  published  in  Zion's  Herald.  Agreed  to 
Brother  Stevens,  as  editor  of  that  paper,  explained  the  ar 
tide  alluded  to.  Brother  Davis  addressed  the  conference 
objecting  to  said  editorial,  and  was  followed  by  brother 
Finley  on  the  same  side. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day.     Carried. 

Dr.  Durbin — from  the  Committee  on  Education.  The 
first  resolution  was  read,  namely  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our 
univei-sities,  colleges,  and  academies  be  respectfully  request- 
ed to  furnish,  in  writing,  to  the  next  General  Conference, 
definite  answers  to  the  following  questions  : — 

"  1.  The  date  of  the  institution  ? 

"2.  The  number  of  names  of  the  departments  of  in- 
struction ? 

"  3.  The  number  of  permanent  teachers? 

"  4.  The  number  of  volumes  in  library  ? 

"  5.  The  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum  ? 

"  6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and  the  average 
number  annually  for  the  last  four  years  ? 

"  v.  How  many  of  them  are  members  of  Evangelical 
Churches,  and  how  many  of  them  became  such  during 
their  residence  in  the  institution  ? 

"  8.  The  amount  and  ch&racter  of  the  property  and 
funds  of  the  institution  ? 

"  9.  The  annual  income  and  expenditure  ? 
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"10.  The  financial  plan  for  permanently  endowing  the 
institution,  or  for  meeting  its  current  e,\penses  ? 

"  11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ?" 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  we  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask 
the  attention  of  each  annual  conference  to  the  propriety 
and  necessity  of  presenting  the  claims  of  the  literary  insti- 
tutions under  its  care,  at  least  once  a  year,  at  a  stated 
time  fixed  by  the  conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of 
taking  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  cur- 
rent support  of  said  institutions."     Adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  adopt  the  whole  report,  (See  Ap- 
pendix A.) 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  refer  the  edit- 
orial in  Zion's  Herald  to  a  committee.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  nominate  a  committee  to  revise  the 
Hymn-Book  reported  as  follows  : — David  Dailey,  Phila- 
delphia Conference ;  J.  B.  Alverson,  Genesee  Confer- 
ence ;  James  Floy,  New- York  Conference ;  David  Pat- 
ten, jr.,  Providence  Conference;  F.  Merrick,  Ohio  Confer- 
ence ;  Robert  A.  West,  of  Brooklyn,  and  David  Creamer, 
of  Baltimore. 

Moved  to  add  the  name  of  William  Hunter  to  this  com- 
mittee.    Lost.     The  report  was  adopted. 

A.  Poe  reported  in  part  from  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries. 

Brother  Filmore  moved  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up 
the  report.     Carried. 

New- York  boundary  taken  up.  P.  P.  Sandford  moved 
to  amend  the  report  by  adding  all  of  the  New- York  dis- 
trict except  Stamford,  Norwalk,  New-Canaan,  and  Pound- 
ridge.  A  motion  to  extend  the  time  to  permit  brother 
Sandford  to  finish  his  speech  failed. 

Voted  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

D.  Curry  offered  the  following  substitute  : — 

"  The  New- York  Conference  shall  include  all  that  por- 
tion of  the  state  of  New- York  now  embraced  in  New -York, 
Newburgh,  Delaware,  Poughkeepsie,  and  Rhinebeck  dis- 
tricts, and  so  much  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  as  is 
now  embraced  in  Rhinebeck  district." 

Brother  Parks  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

Brother  Finley  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried, 

Item  of  the  report  relating  to  New-York  Conference 
adopted. 

The  report  bounding  the  New- York  East  Conference  was 
adopted. 

Brother  Holdich  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  J,  J. 
Matthias  for  the  rest  of  the  session,  in  consequence  of  the 
illness  of  his  father.     Granted, 
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Leave  was  granted  to  brother  Bonney  to  be  absent 
during  the  remainder  of  the  session,  on  account  of 
ill  health. 

The  item  of  the  report  bounding  the  Providence  Con- 
ference was  adopted. 

Also  that  bounding  the  New-England  Conference. 

Also  that  bounding  the  Maine  Conference. 

The  question  of  the  boundary  of  East  Maine  was  taken 
up.  Brother  Marsh  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking 
out  "  East  Maine,"  and  inserting  "  Bangor."     Lost. 

The  boundary  reported  for  East  Maine  was  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  New- Hampshire  and  Vermont  Con- 
ferences respectively  was  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  the  Troy  Conference  was  taken  up. 
Brother  Jewett  moved  to  strike  out  Kinderhook  and  Stuy- 
vesant  Landing.     Lost. 

Brother  Jewett  moved  to  add  the  remaining  part  of 
Kinderhook  circuit.     Carried. 

The  boundary  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  boundaries  of  Black  River  Conference  was  taken  up 
and  adopted. 

The  boundary  of  Oneida  Conference  was  taken  up  and 
adopted. 

East  Genesee  Conference  boundary  taken  up.  Brother 
Finley  moved  to  postpone  this  topic  until  to-morrow  to 
accommodate  brother  Alverson,  who  is  unwell  and  wishes 
to  speak  on  this  point.     Carried. 

Voted  that  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates 
be  instructed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  the  brethren  who 
have  to  return  home. 

Boundary  of  Erie  Conference  taken  up.  Voted  to  re- 
commit said  item. 

North  Ohio  boundary  taken  up  and  passed. 

Brother  Finley  presented  a  memorial  from  Cleveland, 
Ohio.  Voted  to  refer  so  much  of  said  paper  as  relates  to 
the  Book  Concern  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
and  so  much  of  the  paper  as  relates  to  the  state  of  the 
Church  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

Brother  Herr  presented  a  paper  relating  to  a  revision  of 
Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visal. 

Brother  Talbott  presented  a  paper,  which  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Time  having  ar- 
rived, conference  adjourned  with  prayer  by  brother  Berry. 
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May  24. 


The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  customary  religious  exercises  by  brother  Bain. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.     The   journals   were  read, 
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and  tlie  conference  took  up  tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries  in  relation  to  Erie  Conference. 

On  motion,  brother  Kent  was  permitted  to  speak  to  the 
resolution.     Erie  Conference  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  relating  to 
Pittsburgh  Conference  taken  up.  R.  Hopkins  moved  to 
amend  by  adding  Roscoe  to  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

Brother  Kenney  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  Marietta  and  Zanesville. 

Brother  Kenney 's  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table 
when  the  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  amendment  failed,  and  then  the  report  was 
adopted. 

The  report  relating  to  the  boundary  of  Ohio  Conference 
was  taken  up,  and  by  vote  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  the  case  of  the  Michigan 
Conference  boundary  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  same  committee  in  the  case  of  Indiana 
Conference  was  adopted. 

Also  in  the  case  of  North  Indiana  Conference  was 
adopted. 

Also  in  regard  to  the  boundary  of  Rock  River  Confer- 
ence, adopted. 

The  boundary  reported  in  the  case  of  Wisconsin  was 
taken  up.  Brother  Hooper  Crews  moved  so  to  amend  as 
to  make  the  state  line  the  boundary  between  Rock  River 
and  the  Wisconsin  Conference.  The  amendment  was  laid 
on  the  table.     The  report  was  adopted. 

Iowa  Conference  boundary  taken  up.  Brother  Reed 
moved  to  strike  out  Nebraska,  and  insert  in  the  stead 
thereof,  "all  the  territory  north  of  the  state  of  Iowa,  and 
west  of  the  Mississippi  River."     Adopted. 

And  the  report,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

Illinois  Conference.  Brother  Phelps  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out,  "  beginning  at  Warsaw,  thence  to  Au- 
gusta, thence  to  Doddsville,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon 
River ;"  and  insert,  "  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  the  lUi- 
nois  River,  thence  to  the  mouth  of  Spoon  River."  Laid  on 
the  table. 

Brother  Hany  moved  to  amend  by  including  Blooming- 
ton  in  the  Rock  River  Conference.  Lost.  The  report  re- 
lating to  Illinois  Conference  adopted. 

Boundary  of  Baltimore  Conference  taken  up.  Moved 
to  lay  this  part  of  the  report  on  the  table.  Lost.  Moved 
to  recommit,  with  instruction  to  give  a  more  definite  boun- 
dary to  the  Baltimore  Conference.     Carried. 

Philadelphia  Conference  adopted  as  reported. 

The  New-Jersey  Conference  boundary,  as  reported  by 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  was  adopted. 
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Voted,  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries        May  24. 
on  the  table,  to  tak^  up  the  special  order  of  the  day. 

By  motion,  voted  to  take  up  tlie  report  of  the  Committee   Report  of  Com- 
on  the  State  of  tlie  Church.     Moved  to  consider  the  second     ^A"Tch,^^h* 
report  first.     A  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sus- 
tained, and  the  motion  failed. 

Took  up  the  first  report.  Moved  to  read  it,  and  act  upon 
the  question  section  by  section.  Yeas  and  nays  ordered. 
The  first  declaration  was  taken  up. 

"  I.  There  exists  no  power  in  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  pass  any  act  which, 
either  directly  or  indirectly,  effectuates,  authorizes,  or 
sanctions,  a  division  of  said  Church." 

The  first  declaration  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Yeas  — Bowen,   Wilson,   Brison,   Morgan,   Miller,   Col-  Teas, 

lins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Scott, 
Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman, 
Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Ray- 
mond, Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford, 
Creagh,  George  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy, 
Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett,  Baker, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  John  Clark,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze,  Cook,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Redding,  Parks,  Colborn, 
Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber, 
Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kins- 
ley, Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Stedman,  Plympton,  Sum- 
mers, Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power, 
Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alver- 
son,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis  Seager,  Nevins,  Woodworth, 
Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  AValker,  C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast, 
Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman, 
J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher, 
James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cart- 
wright,  Bobbins,  Barger,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays  — J.  Davis,  Massey,  Hamilton.  Nays. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

"  2d  declaration :  It  is  the  right  of  every  member  of  the   Second  declara- 
Methodist  E.  Church  to  remain  in  said   Church,  unless     ^°^ 
guilty  of  the  violation  of  its  rules,   and   there   exists   no 
power  in  the  ministry,  either  individually  or  collectively,  to 
deprive  any  member  of  said  right.     Adopted." 

Yeas  — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Yeas. 

Bear,  Colhns,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna- 
day,   Massey,    Scott,    Durbin,    Gerry,    Stevens,    Bonney, 


Third    declara- 
tion. 
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May  84  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Teas  continued.  Yoxce,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sar- 
gent, Crandall,  Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D, 
Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Porter,  Holdich,  Rich- 
ardson, Griffen,  Jewctt,  Baker,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fiazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney, 
Swaj'ze,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  H.  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gui-ley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosraer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager, 
Nevins,  Wood  worth.  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C. 
Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Har- 
grave,  Cooper,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague, 
Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Barger,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 
Nay.  Nay  —William  Hamilton. 

"  3d  declaration :  This  right  being  inviolably  secured  by 
the  fifth  restrictive  article  of  the  Discipline,  which  guaran- 
ties to  members,  ministers,  and  preachers,  the  right  of  trial 
and  appeal,  any  acts  of  the  Church  otherwise  separating 
them  from  said  Church,  contravene  the  constitutional  rights 
and  privileges  of  the  membership  and  ministry." 

The  Yeas  and  Nays  were  ordered.  The  session  was 
prolonged  to  finish  this  call. 

Before  voting,  a  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed.  Prayer 
by  brother  Hargrave. 

WEDNESDAY  AETEENOON,  MAY  24. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  opened 

with   the    usual   religious   exercises    by    brother    Snyder. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

^ton'^^Jermmld       '^^^  joumals   were  read.      Brother  Hamilton   had   his 

to  record  his   name  recorded  on  the  negative  side  of  the  question,  on  both 

negative    ^^^  the  declarations  heretofore  voted  on  by  the  conference. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  receive  a  communication 
from  R.  Hopkins,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern. 
Xcave  of  ab-  Leave  of  absence  to  brother  J.  D.  Bridge  was  granted. 
brotherBridge"  Orders  further  suspended  to  take  up  the  business  before 
the  conference  at  the  time  of  its  adjournment.  By  vote, 
took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the 
Church.  The  third  declaration  was  read,  and  adopted, 
and  the  vote  was  as  follows : — 
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Ykas  — Wilson,  Brison,  MoT-gan,  Miller,  Bear,  Collins, 
Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott, 
Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown, 
J.  K,  Sliaw,  Force,  Felch,  IBartine,  Winner,  Raymond, 
Traflon,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Griften,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrows, 
Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Curi-ier,  Raiding, 
Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Savage,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Com- 
fort, Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington, 
Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke, 
Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps, 
Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thompson, 
Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton, 
Dennis,  Seager,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley, 
Young,  C.  Elliott,  Walker,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr, 
Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C. 
Smith,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  Jas. 
Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chalfield,  Akers,  Cartwright, 
Robbins,  Barger,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry, 
Talbott. 

Nays  — Davis,  Bowen,  Hamilton,  Dailey,  Durbin, 
Kenney. 

The  fourth  declaration  was  read,  as  follows : — 

"  The  report  of  the  select  committee  of  nine  upon  the 
declaration  of  the  delegates  in  the  slaveholding  states, 
commonly  called  the  Plan  of  Separation,  adopted  by  the 
last  General  Conference,  of  which  the  memorialists  com- 
plain, and  the  operation  of  which  separated  them  from 
connexion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  having 
been  intended  to  secure  peace  and  harmony  in  our  south- 
ern boundary,  and  having  been  designed  to  be  dependent 
upon  the  occuirence  of  a  specified  necessity,  upon  the 
concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  the  annual 
conferences,  and  upon  the  observance  of  a  specified 
boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesiastical  connexion  separat- 
ing from  us,  should  such  connexion  be  formed,  and  the 
said  necessity,  in  the  opinion  of  this  conference,  not  having 
arisen,  tlie  annual  conferences  having  refused  the  neces- 
sary concurrence,  and  said  provisions  respecting  a  boundary 
having  been  infracted  by  the  highest  authorities  of  said 
connexion  therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as  well  as  for 
the  reasons  before  specified,  there  exists  no  obligation  on 
the  part  of  this  conference  to  observe  the  provisions  of  said 
Plan  respecting  a  boundary,  and  said  Plan  is  hereby  declared 
null  and  void." 

J,  Davis  addressed   the   conference.      His  time  having 
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May  24. 


Brother  Drum- 
mond's  amend- 
ment. 


Brother  Collins' 
amendment. 


expired,  conference  voted  that  he  be  allowed  to  go  on  and 
finish  his  address. 

N.  Wilson  also  having  exhausted  his  time,  it  was  voted 
that  he  be  permitted  to  proceed. 

Brother  Drummond  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out 
the  phrase,  "  upon  the  concurrence  of  three-fourths  of  the 
members  of  the  annual  conferences." 

Moved  and  carried  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table. 

Brother  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  fourth  declaration, 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  words  "  reasons  before  speci- 
fied," and  add,  "  That  a  Board  of  Commissioners,  consist- 
ing of  three,  be  appointed  by  the  General  Conference  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  to  confer  with  the  like  Board  of  Commis- 
sioners of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Said  Board  of  Com- 
missioners shall  have  full  power  and  authority  to  negotiate 
and  settle  all  matters  of  alleged  violations  of  the  line  of 
division  between  the  two  Churches ;  and  also  in  con- 
nexion with  the  episcopacy  of  the  M.  E.  Church  and  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  make  provisions  for  the  extension 
of  the  jurisdiction  of  either  Church  over  all  such  societies 
as  may  wish  to  adhere  to  them  respectively."  Confer- 
ence granted  leave  to  brother  Collins  to  finish  his  re- 
marks. 

On  motion,  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Hamilton. 


May  25. 


Motion  to  limit 
speakers. 


Brother  Kenna- 
day  permitted 
to  finish. 


Brother  Porter 
declined  to 
finish. 

Brother  Curry's 
time  to  finish 
lengthened. 


THUKSDAY  MOKNIKG,  MAY  25. 

The  conference  met  at  eiglit  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  John  Stewart. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the 
day  to  take  up  the  report  on  episcopacy.  The  motion 
failed. 

Voted,  to  suspend  the  rules  to  take  up  the  business  on 
which  conference  was  occupied  when  we  adjourned. 

Voted,  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
State  of  the  Church. 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  rule  during  this  dis- 
cussion, limiting  speakers  to  fifteen  minutes.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

Brother  Kennaday  having  exhausted  his  time  in  address- 
ing the  conference,  on  motion,  voted  that  he  have  leave  to 
finish  his  speech. 

Brother  Porter's  time  having  expired,  moved  to  extend, 
the  time  to  allow  him  to  finish  his  speech.  Brother  Porter 
declined  the  privilege. 

Brother  Curry's  time  having  expired,  voted  that  he  be 
permitted  to  proceed. 
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Brother  Tomlinson  moved  to  recommit  the  fourth  decla-         May  25. 
ration  to  the  committee  which  reported  it. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half- 
past  two  o'clock. 

J.    A.   Collins  presented   the  following  addition  to  his   J-  ,f:   Collins' 

,  .        ^    T      1     •  1  1     .1     .      I        1  1    ,1         addition  to  his 

amendment,  viz. :  "  It  being  understood,  that  should  the     amendment. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  decline   acceding   to 

the  above  proposition,  or  not  comply  therewith,  or  should 

the  negotiation  be  unsuccessful ;  then,  and  in  that  event, 

the  authorities  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  at 

liberty  to  extend  her  jurisdiction  overall  societies  that  may 

desire  it." 

Brother  Cooper  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  recommit  on 
the  table.     Carried. 

On  motion  the  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Brenton. 

THUKSDAY  AFTEKNOON,  MAY  25. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Trimble. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read,  and  on  motion,  the  rules  were 
suspended.  Voted  to  take  up  the  business  pending  at  the 
close  of  the  morning  session. 

On  motion,  the  yeas  and  nays  were  ordered  upon  brother 
Collins'  amendment,  when  the  following  members  voted  in 
the  affirmative : — 

Ykas— Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,   '^^^  ""coitoa 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kenna-     amendment 
day,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Griffen,  S.  Elliott,  W.  Kenney, 
Cook,  Monroe,  Bowman. 

Nays — Griffith,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emer-  Nays, 
son.  Pitman,  Brown,  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner, 
Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Griswold,  Holdich, 
Richardson,  Jewett,  Baker,  Barrow,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh, 
E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Powder,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Seager,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  C.  Elliott,  W;ilker, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed, 
Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher.  J.  Shaw, 
Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins, 
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MajSS. 


G.  Peck's  sub- 
stitute. 


Brother  "Web- 
ber's amend- 
ment 


Subject  laid  on 
table. 

E.  Shaw's  ex- 
penses ordered 
paid. 
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Barger,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Colbum, 
Floy. 

Whereupon  tlie  chair  pronounced  the  amendment  lost. 

G.  Peck  offered  the  following  substitute  to  the  original 
fourth  declaration  : — 

"  The  report  of  the  committee  of  nine,  commonly  called 
'  the  Plan  of  Separation,'  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  in  1844,  having  in  its  results  practically 
contravened  the  above-named  principles,  and  having  been 
dependent  upon  conditions  which  have  not  been  fulfill- 
ed, it  is  hereby  declared  that  said  Plan  is  and  has  been 
null  and  void." 

Brother  Webber  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "  always," 
before  "  has  been  null  and  void." 

The  previous  question  was  moved.     Lost. 

It  was  moved  to  adjourn.     Not  carried. 

The  amendment  of  brother  Webber  to  insert  the  word 
"  always,"  lost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Voted  that  the  expenses  of  brother  E.  Shaw,  delegate 
from  Maine,  in  consequence  of  sickness  on  his  way  to  this 
conference,  be  paid  by  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of 
the  Delegates. 

On  motion  the  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brotber 
B.  Creao-h. 


M8y2C. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Epis- 
copacy. 


FRIDAY  MOENING,  MAY  26. 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  customary  religious  services  by  brother  Raymond. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read. 

Brothers  Colburn  and  Floy  obtained  leave  to  record  their 
votes  on  brother  Collins's  amendment. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  orders  of  the  day. 

Took  up  the  repoi  t  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

First  resolution  adopted,  namely  : — 

"  That  in  the  judgment  of  the  Committee,  in  the  decision 
of  Bishops  Hedding  and  Janes,  in  the  case  of  J.  N.  Maffit, 
in  determining  the  place  of  his  membership,  they  acted  en- 
tirely within  the  limits  of  their  Episcopal  jurisdiction,  and 
in  perfect  accordance  with  the  discipline  and  usages  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church." 

Second  resolution,  "  That  the  circumstances  in  that  case 
were  such  as  fully  to  justify  and  require  their  authoiitative 
interference." 

Third  resolution,  "  That  the  administration  of  the  bishops 
is  hereby  approved,  and  that  their  characters  pass." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

After  remarks    from    Bishop   Hedding    relative    to  his 
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Eesolutions  iu 
the  case  of 
Bishop  Bed- 
ding. 


health,    Jesse    T.    Peck    oflfered    the    following    resolu-        Mayae. 
lions : — 

"Whereas,  Bishop  Hedding  has  signified  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference  his  doubts  whether  he  will  be  able  to  do 
all  the  work  of  an  effective  superintendent  during  the  four 
years  to  come,  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  he  consider  himself  at  liberty  to  use  his 
own  discretion  as  to  the  amount  of  the  episcopal  or  other 
pastoral  labour  which  he  shall  prefer  during  said  term." 
Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  do  most  ear- 
nestly and  affectionately  request  our  respected  and  vener- 
ated Bishop  Hedding  to  prepare  his  biography  for  publi- 
cation, including  especially  his  observations  and  opinions  in 
relation  to  Methodism."     Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  Bishop  Hedding  be  requested  to  pre- 
pare and  publish,  or  cause  to  be  published  at  our  Book 
Concern,  his  views  on  the  pastorship  of  the  M.  E.  Church 
in  its  various  grades  of  class-leaders,  preachers  in  charge, 
presiding  elders,  and  bishops,  with  the  concurrence  of  his 
colleagues."     Adopted. 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishops  Hedding 
and  Janes  copies  of  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy  which  relates  to  their  action  in  the 
case  of  J.  N.  Maffit. 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  furnish  Bishop  Hedding  a 
copy  of  resolutions  relative  to  certain  requests  the  confer- 
ence made  of  him. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

"\.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the 
present  rule  on  spirituous  liquors  be  stricken  from  the 
General  Rules,  and  that  Mr.  Wesley's  original  rule  be  in- 
serted in  its  place."     Adopted. 

Voted  to  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Corres- 
pondence. The  address  to  the  British  Wesleyan  Metho- 
dist Church  was  recommitted.  Also  the  address  to  the 
Canada  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  was  recommitted,  to 
make  corrections. 

A  report  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance,  No.  2, 
was  taken  up, 

•'  Resolved,  That  the  following  addition  be  made  to 
chap.  2,  sec.  7,  second  answer  to  the  question,  '  How  shall 
an  accused  member  be  brought  to  trial  ?'  page  95, — '  the 
buying,  selling,  or  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a  beverage.'  " 

Moved  to  amend  the  second  paragraph  by  inserting 
"manufacture."     Laid  on  the  table. 

"  Resolved,  to  strike  out  chapter  1,  section  21,  page  75  : 
'  No  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,  among  us  shall  distil,'  "  &c. 

The  report  was  adopted. 
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May  26. 
Financial  Secre- 
tary of  Ameri- 
can Bible  Soci- 
ety addresses 
tbe  conference. 


East 
Conference 
boundary. 

Genesee  Confer- 
ence boundary. 

Baltimore  Con- 
ference bound- 
ary. 


Reports  from 
Sunday  School 
and  Finance 
Committees. 

Eeports  Nos.  1 
and  2  from 
Sunday-School 
Committee. 

Also  from  Com- 
mittee on  Fi- 
nance. 


The  Committee  on  tlie  Bible  Society  reported.  Brother 
Levings  addressed  the  conference.  He  was  by  vote  re- 
quested to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  address  on  the  Bible  cause, 
made  before  the  conference,  especially  the  statistics. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. The  report  as  far  as  it  relates  to  Baltimore  Con- 
ference recommitted  to  perfect. 

Voted  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

The  report  of  Boundary  Committee  in  relation  to  East 
Genesee,  adopted. 

Also  in  the  case  of  Genesee  Conference,  adopted. 

The  I'eport  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  Baltimore 
Conference  adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Chartered  Fund.  Said  report  was  again  laid  on  the  table 
to  receive  reports  from  the  Committees  on  Sunday  Schools 
and  Finance. 

C.  Cook  presented  reports  from  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day Schools,  Nos.  1  and  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on 
the  table,  under  the  rule. 

And  also  from  the  Committee  on  Finance,  reports  Nos.  1 
and  2,  which  were  read  and  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Youngs. 


Dr.  Peck's  sub- 
stitute laid  on 
tbe  table. 


Decision  of  the 
chair  sustained. 


Brother  Simp- 
son's substitute 
taken  up  by 
sections. 

First  section. 


FEIDAT  AFTEKNOOK,  MAY  26. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  appropriate  religious  exercises  by  brother  J.  T.  Peck. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  The  rules  were  suspended. 
The  conference  took  up  the  report  on  the  State  of  the 
Church.  A  motion  to  lay  Dr.  Peck's  substitute  on  the 
table  prevailed. 

Brother  Simpson  oflFered  the  following  substitute,  which 
was  acted  upon  section  by  section.  The  previous  question 
was  ordered. 

Brothers  Roszel,  Durbin,  and  Kennaday,  asked  to  be 
excused  from  voting,  but  were  not  excused. 

An  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  chair,  that  a  motion 
to  reconsider  the  vote  on  the  previous  question  is  out  of 
order  was  taken.  The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sus- 
tained. 

Moved  to  take  the  substitute  section  by  section. 

First  section.  "  The  report  of  the  Select  Committee  of 
Nine,  on  the  declaration  of  the  delegates  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844, 
of  which  the  memorialists  complain,  and  the  operation 
of  which  deprived  them  of  their  privileges  as  members 
of  the  M.    E.  Church,  was  intended  to   meet   a   neces- 
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sity   which  it  Avas  alleged   might    arise,   and  was  given         Ma7  2e. 
as  a  peace  oflfering  to  secure    harmony  on  our  southern 
border." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Bowen,  Brison,  Miller,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Yeas  on  jarst 
Hazzard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Ste-  ^^  **"" 
vens.  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  .J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Jewett, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  E.  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Bene- 
dict, Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Cur- 
rier, Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds, 
Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farring- 
ton,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thompson,  Quigley, 
M'Mahon,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis, 
Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Elliott,  Walk- 
er, Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  AV.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Har- 
grave,  Pilcher,  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Cook. 

Nays — Davis,  Wilson,  Morgan,  Hamilton,  Bain.  Nays. 

Sec.  2.  "  It  was  further  made  dependent,  first  upon  the   Second  sectioc. 
consequence   of   three-fourths    of    the    members    of   the 
several  annual   conferences,   in  reference  to  a  part  of  its 
regulations." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Miller,  Massej^  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Teas  on  seooBd 
Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  E.  K.  Shaw,  ^'^^''^ 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sar- 
gent, Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Grifl:en, 
Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark, 
Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever, 
Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Hop- 
kins, S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe, 
Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plymp- 
ton, Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thompson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more, Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  Elliott,  Tomlinson, 
Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W.  Reed,  Bow- 
man, Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  Akers, 
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May  26.        Robbins,  J.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Cartwright,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Chatfield,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 
^V^  Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Bear, 

Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Kennaday, 
Dempster,  Cook,  Kinsley,  Bain. 

Third  section.  ggg   3    "And,  secondly,  upon  the  observance  of  certain 

provisions  respecting  a  boundary  by  the  distinct  ecclesias- 
tical connexion  separating  from  us,  should  sucli  connexion 
be  formed." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Teas  on  third       Yeas — Brison,  Miller,  Collins,  Griffith,  Hazzard,  Ken- 

^'^  *'"'  naday,  Massey,  Scott,    Gerry,  Stephens,    Patten,    Allen, 

Emerson,  Pitman  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch, 
Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Cuiry,  D.  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Jewett,  Barrows, 
Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T. 
Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding, 
Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S. 
Elliott,  Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Gurley,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Nast,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  J.  Shaw,  Brackman,  Sprague,  Akers,  Cartwright, 
Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott. 
Nay&  Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Morgan,  Hamilton,  Bear, 

Dailey,  Durbin,  Cook,  Poe. 

Fourth  sectiou.  ggc.  4.  "  Without  waiting,  as  this  conference  believes,  for 
the  occurrence  of  the  anticipated  necessity,  for  which  the 
Plan  was  framed,  action  was  taken  in  the  premises  by  the 
southern  delegates." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

^ewra  fourth  Yeas— Brison,  Morgan,  Miller,  Collins,  Griffith,  Dai- 
ley, Hazzard,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K  Shaw, 
Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran- 
dall, Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy, 
Griswold,  Holdich,  Griffen,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith, 
Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 
Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks, 
Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,    Fletcher,    Farrington,    Nickerson,    Marsh,    E. 
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Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  scctio^contin- 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  ^^^ 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
Nast,  Tomlinson,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Felch. 

Nays — Davis,    Bowen,     Wilson,   Kennaday,     Winner,      uayg. 
Cook. 

Sec.   5.   "  The  annual  conferences,  by  their  votes  offi-   Fifth  section, 
cially  received,  have  refused  to  concur  with  that  part  of  the 
Plan  which  was  submitted  to  them." 

It  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Collins,  Dailey,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Ger-  Teas  on  fifth 
ry,  Stevens,  Trafton,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  J.  K.  s^""""- 
Shaw,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Sargent,  Crandall, 
Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  Fitch  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  GrifFen,  Barrows,  Adams,  E 
Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
zer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  ' 
Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott, 
Swayze,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne, 
Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton, 
Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews, 
Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thompson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Fil- 
more, Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Wood- 
worth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tom- 
linson, Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  W. 
Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pil- 
cher, James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns, 
Berry,  Talbott. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,      Nays. 
Hazzard,   Durbin,    Pitman,    Brown,   Felch,    Richardson, 
Jewett,  Cook,  Kinsley. 

Sec.  6.  "  And  the  provisions  respecting  a  boundary  have  Sixth  section, 
been  violated  by  the  highest  authorities  of  said  connexion, 
which  separated  from  us,  and  thereby  the  peace  and  har- 
mony of  many  of  the  societies  in  our  southern  border  have 
been  destroyed." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Morgan,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,   Teas  on  sixth 
Dailey,     Hazzard,     Kennaday,     Massey,     Scott,    Durbin,     **''"°'^ 
Stevens,  Patten,   Allen,    Emerson,   Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K. 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton, 
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May  26.  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D. 
^e^iorcouMn^-  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson, 
"«d-  Griffen,    Jewett,  Barrows,   Adams,    E.    Smith,   Spicer,   J. 

Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Wither- 
spoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mat- 
tison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze, 
Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks, 
Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres,  Steadman, 
Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler, 
Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thomson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan, 
Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott, 
TomUnson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H. 
W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  J.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns. 
Berry,  Talbott. 
Nays.  Nays — Wilson,  Brison,  Miller,  Cook. 

Sec.  7.  "  Therefore,  in  view  of  these  facts,  as  well  as 
for  the  principles  contained  in  the  preceding  declarations, 
there  exists  no  obligation  on  the  part  of  this  conference  to 
observe  the  provisions  of  said  Plan." 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Miller,  Griffith,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw, 
Force,  Felch,  Winner,  Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Cran- 
dall, Porter,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed, 
Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  Griffen,  Jewett, 
Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Spicer,  Clarke,  Benedict, 
Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier, 
Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster, 
Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Swayze,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colbom,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher,  Farrington,  Nickerson, 
Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Haney,  Phelps,  Judson, 
Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Thompson,  Quig- 
ley, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Nevins, 
Dennis,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Finley,  Young,  Walder,  C. 
Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
H.  W.  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton,  Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave, 
Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Chatfield, 
Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson, 
Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  Thompson. 

Nays — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan, 
Hamilton,  Collins,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard,  Bartine, 
Kenney,  Cook. 


Seventh 
tion. 


Yeas  on  seventh 
section. 


Nays. 
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Sec.  8.  "And  it  is  hereby  declared  null  and  void"  i^*^^h 

This  section  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : —  '^ 

Yeas— Brison,  Miller,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Hazzard,  Ken-  ^^^^Z.  "^^^''^ 
naday,  Massey,  Scott,  Gerry,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson, 
Pitman,  Brown,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Winner, 
Raymond,  Trafton,  Sargent,  Crandall,  Porter,  Creagh, 
G.  Peck,  Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  Gritien,  Jewett,  Barrows,  Adams, 
Spicer,  Smith,  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer, 
Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary, 
Mattison,  Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Drummond, 
Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy, 
Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Fletcher, 
Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Kinsley,  Bain, 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Ayers,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers, 
Haney,  Phelps,  Judson,  Chandler,  Crews,  Power,  Gurley, 
Poe,  Thompson,  Quigley,  M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson, 
Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge, 
Finley,  Young,  Walker,  C.  Elliott,  Tomlinson,  Nast, 
Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  Reed,  Bowman,  Brenton, 
Goode,  Cooper,  Hargrave,  Pilcher,  James  Shaw,  Brake- 
man,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Bobbins,  Ja- 
coby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  J.  C.  Smith, 
Stevens,  Durbin. 

Nays — Davis,     Bowen,     Wilson,     Morgan,     Hamilton,      ^*y*- 
Collins,  Dailey,  Kenney,  Cook. 

The  conference  voted  to  take  the  vote  on  the  preamble  Preamble 
in  the  ordinary  way.     The  preamble  was  adopted. 

Voted  that  the  second  part  of  the  report  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  morning  at  eight 
o'clock. 

Brother  Massey  obtained  leave  to  change  his  vote  of 
yesterday  on  the  first  declaration,  from  negative  to  affirma- 
tive. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Steadman. 


dopted. 


SATUKDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  27. 


May2T. 


The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Wood. 
Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Brother  Harding  asked  leave 
of  absence  after  to-day.     Granted. 

Brother  Roszel  asked  leave  of  absence  after  Tuesday 
next. 

Brother  Durbin  from  the  Committee  on  Correspondence   ^®P°T* "'  ^^' 
reported   the    address    to     the    British    Conference  with    respondenoe. 
amendments. 

Brother  Allen  moved  that  that  part  of  the  report  which 
relates  to  the  British  government,  and  the  part  which  re- 
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Brother  Porter's 
motion. 


Brother  Tom- 
llnson's  mo- 
tion. 


Brother    Coop- 
er's motion. 


Brother  Mas- 
sey's  amend- 
ment. 


Time  afforded 
brother  Tom- 
lineon  to  finish. 

Time  afforded 
G.  Peck  to 
finish. 


Bro.     Wright's 
enbstitute. 


lates  to  the  subject  of  temperance  be  recommitted. 
Withdrawn. 

Brother  Porter  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  paragraphs 
relating  to  the  British  government  after  the  words  "  our 
hearts,"  page  7. 

Brother  Tomlinson  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  and 
to  add  one  member  to  the  committee  from  each  delegation 
Bot  represented  in  the  committee. 

Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was 
sustained. 

Voted  to  divide  the  motion  made  by  Dr.  Tomlinson. 
That  portion  recommitting  the  report  was  adopted.  The 
remaining  portion  not  adopted. 

Voted  to  instruct  the  committee  to  strike  out  the  por- 
tion relating  to  the  British  governmeut. 

Moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to  amend  the  address 
by  adding  "  that  the  ministers  of  our  Church  are  in  favoiu- 
of  total  abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  hquors."  Laid  on 
table. 

Brother  Massey  moved  to  instruct  the  committee  to 
amend  by  inserting  "  temperance  on  the  principle  of  total 
abstinence  from  all  intoxicating  drinks."     Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day.  (For 
report  see  Appendix  B.) 

Moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  until  Tuesday  next. 
Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  the  report  again  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  time  of  brother  Tomlinson,  in  his  address  to  the 
conference,  having  expired,  it  was  prolonged. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

The  time  of  G.  Peck  in  addressing  the  conference,  having 
expired,  he  was  by  vote  permitted  to  proceed. 

Brother  Wright  presented  the  following  substitute  to  the 
report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  : — 

"  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  to  change  the 
sixth  restrictive  article,  so  as  to  allow  of  a  division  of  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  distinct  ecclesiastical 
connection,  which  might  be  formed  by  the  thirteen  annual 
conferences,  in  the  slaveholding  states,  has  not  been  con- 
curred in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the  members  of 
the  several  annual  conferences  present  and  voting  on  said 
recommendations : 

"  And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  annual  confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states,  having  formed  themselves 
into  a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  organization, 
under  the  title  or  name  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  and  their  General  Conference  in  May,  1846,  did 
authorize   their    commissioners   (whose    credentials   have 
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been  received  by  this  General  Conference)  to  present  and 
adjust  their  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : — 

"  And  whereas,  our  common  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the  set- 
tlement of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
well  as  associations  of  professing  Christians ;  and  the 
whole  Christian  world  expect  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  to  adopt  the  most  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
measures  for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  that  may  be  urged 
against  them,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  we 
propose  to  the  commissioners  of  the  Church  South  to 
refer  the  question  of  their  claim  on  our  Book  Concern 
to  five  arbiters,  neither  of  whom  shall  be  a  member  of 
either  Church,  who  shall  be  chosen  in  the  manner  here 
prescribed,  namely  : — 

"  The  commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  shall 
choose  two  arbiters  ;  and  three  commissioners,  to  be  ap- 
pointed by  this  General  Conference,  shall  choose  other 
two,  and  the  four  arbiters  thus  chosen  shall  choose  a  fifth, 
each  party  being  solemnly  bound  to  abide  by  the  decis- 
ion such  arbiters  shall  make  on  the  questions  of  such 
claims." 

Brother  Wright's  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Dr.  Holdich  offered  and  moved  the  following  substitute, 
stating  it  to  be  a  paper  presented  by  the  bishops  in  response 
to  a  written  request  of  several  delegates  that  they  would 
communicate  their  opinions  in  regard  to  the  property 
question. 

Bishop  Morris  not  being  present  when  his  colleague 
agreed  to  have  the  paper  presented,  in  consequence  of 
having  to  preside,  he  signified  his  concurrence  in  the  first 
resolution,  and  his  nonconcurrence  with  the  last  two. 

"  Whereas  H.  B.  Bascom,  D.  D.,  A.  L.  P.  Green,  and 
C.  B.  Parsons,  commissioners  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
have  visited  the  seat  of  this  conference  to  urge  a  claim  to 
a  portion  of  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern,  based,  it  is 
understood,  on  an  act  of  the  last  General  Conference, 
known  as  the  '  Report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine :' 

"  And  whereas  the  nonconcurrence  of  the  annual  con- 
ferences in  that  part  of  said  report  which  bears  on  the 
division  of  said  funds,  leaves  this  General  Conference  with- 
out any  authority  to  recognize  or  adjust  said  claim  in  any 
voluntary  way  : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  understood  from  the  periodicals  of 
the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  and  from  conversations  with 
some  of  said  commissioners,  that  a  suit  at  law  will  be 
resorted  to  for  the  recovery  of  said  claim  : 
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Bro.     Wright's 
substitute,  con- 
tinued. 


Dr.      Holdjcb's 
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May  2T. 
Dr.      Holdicli's 
substitute,  con- 
tinued. 


First  resolution. 


Second    resolu- 
tion. 


Third      resoln- 
tion. 


Time  giTen    to 
brother     Hoi- 


J.     T.     Peck's 

substitute. 


"And  whereas  the  commencement  of  this  suit  will 
change  the  form  of  this  difficulty,  rendering  it  a  mere 
business  transaction,  so  as  to  throw  it  within  the  constitu- 
tional control  of  the  General  Conference  : 

"  And  whereas  it  is  understood  that  the  commissioners 
would  accept  none  but  a  strictly  legal  arbitration : 

"  And  whereas  this  conference  desires  to  advance  as  far 
as  its  constitutional  power  will  authorize  toward  an  amica- 
ble adjustment  of  this  difficulty,  therefore, 

"  Besolved,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E. 
Church,  1.  That  should  s\ich  lawsuit  be  commenced  by 
the  commissioners,  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati  be  and  are  hereby  authorized  and  advised  to 
tender  to  said  commissioners  an  adjustment  of  the  claim, 
based  on  the  report  aforesaid  by  arbitration,  under  such 
legal  sanctions  as  shall  render  the  award  final,  and  of 
binding  effect  on  the  M.  E.  Church,  and  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South. 

"Resolved,  2.  That  inasmuch  as  the  General  Confer- 
ence is  not  formally  assured  that  such  suit  will  be  com- 
menced, and  inasmuch  as  an  amicable  settlement  of  the 
difficulty  is  in  any  event  exceedingly  desirable,  and  in- 
asmuch as  this  General  Conference  has  no  power  or 
authority  to  act  at  discretion  in  this  matter,  either  to  allow 
or  arbitrate  said  claim,  if  not  prosecuted  in  court,  unless 
the  annual  conferences  authorize  it  by  a  change  of  the 
constitution,  it  is  hereby  recommended  to  the  annual  con- 
ferences, if  said  suit  is  not  commenced,  so  far  to  suspend 
the  sixth  '  Restrictive  Article'  of  the  Discipline,  as  to 
authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati 
to  submit  to  arbitrate  what  is  technically  called  the  Prop- 
erty Question. 

"  Resolved,  3.  That  in  case  said  suit  is  not  commenced, 
the  bishops  are  requested  to  lay  the  last  resolution  before 
the  annual  conferences  for  their  concurrence." 

The  time  of  brother  Holdich  in  addressing  the  confer- 
ence having  expired,  voted  that  he  have  leave  to  pro- 
ceed. 

The  substitute  of  brother  Holdich  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

J.  T.  Peck  offered  the  following  substitute,  seconded  by 
J.  B.  Finley  :— 

"  Whereas,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
having  in  due  form  preferred  claims  against  the  vested 
funds  and  other  property  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church ;  and  whereas  the  General  Conference  has  no 
power  officially  to  respond  to,  or  in  any  way  adjust  said 
preferred  claims  ;  and  whereas  we  are  anxious  that  an 
amicable  and  strictly  equitable  disposition  may  be  made  of 
them  :  therefore, 
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"1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General 
Conference  assembled,  that  \Ye  hereby  advise  the  Book 
Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  immediately,  in  due 
form,  and  under  such  instructions  as  this  conference  shall 
hereafter  give  them,  to  offer  to  submit  said  2)}'<ferred 
claijns  to  the  full  and  final  decision  of  judicious  and  disin- 
terested arbiters. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  be  appointed 

to  report  in  detail  to  this  conference  suitable  instructions 
to  be  communicated  to  the  said  Agents  for  the  govern- 
ment of  their  action  in  the  premises." 

On  motion,  conference  adjourned.  Benediction  by 
Bishop  Hedding. 


J.  T.  Peck's 
substitute,  con- 
tinued. 

First  resolution. 


Second    resolu- 
tion. 


Eesolution  of- 
fered by  broth- 
er Cook. 


SATURDAY  AFTEENOON,  MAY  27. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother 
S.  Roszel.     Bishop  Hamhne  in  the  chair. 

The  journals  were  read.  On  motion  the  rules  were 
suspended  to  allow  brother  Cook  to  offer  the  two  follow- 
ing resolutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That  Dr.  Bond,  Senior  Editor  of  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate  and  Journal,  as  he  was  i-eferred  to  in  the 
debates  of  the  morning,  be  invited,  while  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  upon  the  prop- 
erty question,  is  before  the  conference,  to  address  the  con- 
ference, or  participate  in  the  debate,  if  he  see  proper." 
Adopted. 

Also,  '•'  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  be,  and  hereby  is, 
instructed  to  furnish  Dr.  Levings  with  a  copy  of  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  cause,  and  of  the  proceed- 
ings in  connexion  with  its  adoption."     Carried. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  general  orders.     Voted  to   take 
up  the    business    pending    when    the    forenoon 
closed. 

Brother  Finley  being  in    order   when  we  adjourned  in  Time  given  to 
the  forenoon,  addressed  the  conference.     His  time  having 
expired,    voted    that    he    be     permitted    to    finish    his 
remarks. 

Dr.   Akei-s  addressed    the   conference ;    and   his   time   Time  given  to 
having  expired,  voted  that  he  be   permitted  to  finish  his    ^'ish^^^"  '" 


brother  Finley 
to  finish. 


speech. 

On  motion,  conference  adjourned. 
Janes. 


Prayer   by  Bishop 
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May  29. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Book 
Concern. 

First  resolution. 


Second  resolu- 
tion. 

Third  resolu- 
tion. 

Fourth  resolu- 
tion. 


Fifth  resolution. 


Sixth  resolution. 
Seventh  resolu- 


Eighth  resolu- 
tion. 

Ninth  resolu- 
tion. 


Eeport  adopted. 

Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Cor- 
respondence. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  29. 

The  conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  J.  Frazer. 
Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported.  A  motion 
was  made  to  strike  out  of  the  report,  "  Assistant  Editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  and  Western  Christian 
Advocate."  An  amendment  to  the  amendment  was  offered 
by  brother  Finley,  "  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  not 
to  employ  any  assistance  for  said  Editors."  Moved  to  sus- 
pend the  rule  of  order,  requiring  the  report  to  lie  on  the 
table  one  day.     Carried. 

The  amendment  to  the  amendment  was,  by  vote,  laid  on 
the  table.  The  amendment  to  strike  out  two  and  insert 
one  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  one 
Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  prevailed. 
The  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  further  reported 
No.  2,  for  this  day.     Laid  on  the  table  by  our  rule. 

A  further  report  from  said  committee.  No.  3,  for  this  day. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  be  directed 
to  release  John  S.  Barger  from  the  interest  on  his 
indebtedness,  reducing  the  debt  to  $500,  leaving  the 
manner  of  its  collection  discretionary  with  the  Agents, 
Adopted. 

2d  resolution,  relative  to  the  release  of  the  Maine 
Conference  indebtedness.     Adopted. 

3d  resolution,  relative  to  J.  C.  Lyon.     Adopted. 

4th  resolution,  recommending  not  to  allow  the  claim 
of  Dr.  Bond  for  additional  compensation,  was  read. 
Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "  not."  Amend- 
ment and  resolution  adopted. 

5.  Moved  to  amend  the  fifth  resolution,  instructing  the 
Agents  to  release  the  interests  in  the  claim  against  J.  N. 
MAbee.  Laid  on  the  table.  The  resolution  was 
adopted. 

6.  The  request  of  T,  Stowe  to  be  released  from  indebt- 
edness to  the  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 

7  th  resolution,  substituted  by  referring  the  claim  against 
Isaac  M'Elroy  to  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  settled  at 
their  discretion.     Adopted. 

8th  resolution.     Adopted. 

9th  resolution,  That  the  request  of  S.  D.  Jones,  to  be  re- 
leased from  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  him  be 
not  granted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Correspondence  reported  the  com- 
munication to  the  British  brethren. 
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Brother  Traf ton  moved  to  strike  out  the  paragraph,  "  the         May  2». 
mellowing   influence  of  our   constitutions,"   &c.     Laid  on 
the  table.     The  report  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  C.) 

The  address  to  the  Canada  brethren  adopted,  and  with   Canada  address, 
the   previous  address  ordered  to  be  recorded.     (See  Ap- 
pendix D.) 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  further  in  several 
distinct  items. 

"The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  Eeport  of  Com- 
the  memoriid  of  Rev.  James  Shaw,  asking  for  an  increase     ^^^  ^"^  *^^ 
of  men  and  means  to  prosecute  the  work  of  evangelizing  the 
Northwestern  Indians,  and  especially  those  in  the  Lower 
Peninsula  of  Michigan,  beg  leave  to  recommend  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  James  Shaw  be  refer- 
red to  the  proper  authorities  for  making  annual  appropria- 
tions for  missionary  purposes  ;  and  that  we  hereby  recom- 
mend the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  to  the  favorable  consid- 
eration of  said  authorities. 

"  Signed  on  behalf  of  the  committee, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 

"  May  15.  1848." 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
resolution  respecting  the  German  work  in  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, beg  leave  to  report,  that 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  wish  of  the  German  preachers  now 
attached  to  the  Illinois  Conference  to  remain  united  in  one 
conference,  we  therefore  recommend  for  the  adoption  of  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolution  : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  to  the  Episco- 
pacy that  the  German  missionaries  now  attached  to  the 
Illinois  Conference  remain  in  their  present  connexion  the 
ensuing  four  years. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C,  Pitman,  Chairman. 

"  May  22, 18i8." 

"  The  Mission  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorial  of  Dr.  Goheen,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they 
have  had  under  serious  consideration  the  subject  pre- 
sented and  urged  in  that  document,  and  have  agreed  to 
recommend  Tor  the  adoption  of  the  General  Conference  the 
following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That,  from  the  information  now  before  us, 
and  the  various  aspects  of  the  subject,  we  see  no  suflicient 
reason  for  any  change  of  policy  in  regard  to  the  Liberia 
Mission  Conference. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 

"  May  22,  1848." 
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May 29.  "The   Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  refen-ed 

in?tteeonM^-  the  Subject  of  distinct  missionary  organizations  for  domes- 
rions,  continu-  {jg  purposes,  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the 
matter  under  careful  examination  ;  and,  in  view  of  the  facts, 
that  but  few  of  the  conferences  have  expressed  any  desire 
for  such  a  change  in  our  policy,  and  that  several  others 
have,  through  their  representatives,  manifested  a  strong 
opposition  to  the  measure,  they  deem  the  establishment  of 
two  distinct  missionary  organizations  for  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  inexpedient  at  present.  But  to  meet  the 
case,  so  far  as  is  practicable  and  safe,  the  committee 
recommend  the  following  to  be  added  to  that  section  of  the 
Discipline  under  the  head  of  *  Support  of  Missions,'  and 
made  the  fourth  paragraph  : — 

" '  Any  annual  conference  may,  at  its  option,  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds  of  its  members,  assume  the  respon- 
sibility of  supporting  such  missions  already  established,  or 
to  be  established  within  its  own  limits,  as  have  hitherto 
been  reported  under  tlie  head  of  "  Missions  in  the  Desti- 
tute Portions  of  the  Regular  Work  :"  and  for  this  purpose 
it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  organize  a  conference  domestic 
society  with  branches ;  provided,  such  organizations 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  collections  for  the  Missionaiy 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  re- 
quired by  the  Discipline.  Provided,  also,  that  in  case 
more  funds  shall  be  raised  for  such  missions  than  are 
needed,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  treasurer  of 
the  Parent  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at 
New- York,  to  be  appropriated  to  such  missions,  under  the 
care  of  the  society,  as  may  be  designated  by  said 
conference.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  such  domestic 
society  to  send,  annually,  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
at  New-York,  a  full  and  detailed  account  of  the  number, 
names,  condition,  and  prospects  of  each  mission  under  its 
care  ;  and  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent  Society  at  New- 
York  an  account  of  its  receipts,  incidental  expenses,  and 
disbursements.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman. 
"  May  22,  1848." 

The  first  report  was  adopted. 

The  second  report,  relative  to  the  German  work  in  Illi- 
nois, adopted.     (See  report.) 

The  third  report,  relative  to  a  petition  from  Dr.  Goheen 
in  reference  to  Liberia,  adopted. 

The  fourth  report,  relating  to  a  home  missionary  depart- 
ment, laid  on  the  table  for  one  day,  under  the  rule. 
(Report  adopted  June  1.) 

Voted  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day. 
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Brother  Kennaday  presented  a  resolution  inquiring  into 
the  claims  of  John  Ferguson.  Referred  to  the  Mission 
Committee. 

Brother  Kennaday  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  the 
case  of  Ezra  Sprague.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted,  to  take  up  the  paper  containing  questions  relating 
to  the  cixse  of  Ezra  Sprague.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Law  Questions. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried,  that  the  election  of 
conference  officers  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for 
Tuesday  afternoon  at  half-past  two  o'clock, 

P.  Akers  offered  the  following,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  pay  over  to  such  person 
or  persons  as  the  said  Book  Agents  may  judge  to  be 
authorized  to  receive,  and  receipt  for  the  same  in  behalf  of 
the  several  claimants  narrated  below,  so  much  of  the  dis- 
ciplinary allowances  as  may  be  due  from  year  to  year  to 
the  widows  and  orphans  of  sryih  travelling,  supernumerary, 
superannuated  and  worn-out  preachers,  as  have  died  in  the 
service  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  before  the 
organization  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South; 
also  the  superannuated  preachers  who  still  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so  that  such  widows  and 
orphans,  and  superannuated  and  supernumerary  preachers 
aforesaid,  living  within  the  bounds  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  xaay 
receive  what  may  be  equal  in  amount  to  that  which 
widows  and  orphans  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  have  received,  or  shall  hereafter  receive,  from  the 
dividends  made  annually  from  the  Book  Concern." 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half-past  two  o'clock. 

Moved  and  carried,  that  a  committee  of  three  be  ap- 
pointed to  draw  up  a  pastoral  address. 

Documents  from  Maysville,  through  brother  Tomlinson, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

A  resolution  relative  to  the  expenses  incurred  by  brother 
Griffen  in  the  Brooklyn  suit,  referred  to  said  committee. 

The  Committee  on  the  Memorial  of  Coloured  People  of 
Baltimore  reported.  Report  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule. 

The  Committee  to  prepare  a  course  of  Study  for  Local 
Preachers  reported.  The  session  was  extended  five  minutes. 
The  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  forming  a  Mis- 
souri, Kentucky,  Western  Virginia,  and  Arkansas  Con- 
ference, and  report  thereon  as  early  as  possible." 


May  29. 


Questions  in  E. 
Sprague's  case 
referred  to  the 
Law  Commit- 
tee. 


P.  Aker's  reso- 
lution in  refer- 
ence to  claims 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 


Committee  on 
Pastoral  Ad- 
dress. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on 
Course  of 
Study  for  Local 
Preachers. 

Instructions  to 
Committee  on 
Boundaries, 
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Brother  Barrows  granted  leave  of  absence, 
eence  to  broth-   adjoum.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

er  Barrows. 


May  29. 
Leave     of    ab' 


Moved  to 


D.  Cnrry  and 
M.  Simpson's 
sabstitute. 


First  resolution. 


MOiq^DAY  AFTERNOON,  MAT  29. 

Conference  opened  at  half-past  two  o'clock  with  the 
usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Jewett.  The  journals 
were  read. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church.  Took  up  the  re- 
port and  substitute,  and  brother  Brenton  offered  the  follow- 
ing, presented  by  D.  Curry  and  M.  Simpson  : — 

"  Whereas,  it  is  now  ascertained  that  the  recommenda- 
tion of  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  1844,  to 
change  the  sixth  restrictive  article  so  as  to  allow  of  a  divi- 
sion of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern,  with  a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  connexion,  which  might-  be  formed  by  the 
thirteen  annual  conferences  in  the  slave  states,  has  not 
been  concurred  in  by  a  vote  of  three-fourths  of  all  the 
members  of  the  several  annual  conferences  present  and 
voting  on  said  recommendation  : 

"  And  whereas,  the  thirteen  protesting  annual  confer- 
ences in  the  slaveholding  states  have  formed  themselves  into 
a  separate  and  distinct  ecclesiastical  connexion,  under 
the  title  and  name  of  the  '  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,'  and  their  General  Conference,  in  1846,  did  author- 
ize three  commissioners  (whose  credentials  have  been 
received  by  this  General  Conference)  to  present  and  adjust 
their  claim  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  : — 

"  And  whereas,  our  common  and  holy  Christianity  pre- 
scribes and  enjoins  the  most  pacific  measures  for  the 
settlement  of  all  matters  in  dispute  between  individuals,  as 
well  as  associations  of  professing  Christians,  and  the 
■whole  Christian  world  will  expect  ministers  of  the  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  to  adopt  the  most  peaceful  and  conciliatory 
measures  for  the  settlement  of  any  claim  that  may  be  urged 
against  them  : 

"  And  whereas,  this  conference  desires  to  advance,  as  far 
as  its  constitutional  powers  will  authorize,  toward  an 
amicable  adjustment  of  this  difficulty  :  therefore, 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General 
Conference  assembled.  That  we  hereby  authorize  the 
Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  at  Cincinnati  to  offer  to 
submit  said  claims  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  arbiters, 
pi-ovided  that  if  said  Agents,  on  the  advice  of  eminent 
legal  counsel,  shall  be  satisfied  that  when  clothed  with 
all  the  authority  which  the  General  Conference  can  confer, 
their  corporate  powers  will  not  warrant  them  to  submit 
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said  claims  to  arbitration,  this  resolution  shall  not  be  bind- 
ing upon  them. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  should  the  Agents  find,  upon  taking 
such  legal  counsel,  that  they  have  not  the  power  to  submit 
the  case  to  voluntary  arbitration,  and  should  a  suit  at  law 
be  commenced  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  said  Agents  are  hereby  author- 
ized, then  and  in  that  case,  to  tender  to  said  commissioners 
an  adjustment  of  their  preferred  claims  by  a  legal  arbitra- 
tion,  under  the  authority  of  the  court. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  should  the  Agents  find  that  they  are 
not  authorized  to  tender  a  voluntary  arbitration,  and  should 
no  suit  be  commenced  by  the  commissioners  aforesaid, 
then  and  in  that  case  the  General  Conference  being  ex- 
ceedingly desirous  of  efiecting  an  amicable  settlement  of 
said  claim,  recommend  to  the  annual  conferences  so  far  to 
suspend  the  '  sixth  restrictive  article'  of  the  Discipline,  as 
to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati 
to  submit  said  claim  to  arbitration. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  in  the  occurrence  of  the  above  specified 
contingencies,  the  bishops  are  requested  to  lay  the  forego- 
ing resolutions  before  the  several  annual  conferences  for 
their  concurrence." 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following  vote  : — 

Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller, 
Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard, 
Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Pitman,  J.  K, 
Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sargent,  Creagh,  G.  Peck, 
Curry,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Rich- 
ardson, GritFen,  Jewett,  Spicer,  J.  Clai-k,  Benedict,  Hall, 
J.  T.  Peck,  Frazer,  Williams,  Gary,  Leet,  Elliott,  Kenney, 
Cook,  Drummund,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Fletcher,  Kinsley, 
G.  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  Judson,  Crews,  Thomson,  M'Ma- 
han,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finley,  Nast,  Trimble,  Wright, 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Hargrave,  Chatfield,  Jacoby, 
Wood,  Simpson,  Beny,  Talbott,  G.  F.  Brown. 

Nays — Stevens,  Patten,  Allen,  Emerson,  Winner,  Ray- 
mond, Trafton,  Crandall,  Porter,  Sandford,  Barrows, 
Adams,  E.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  Wever,  Currier,  Har- 
ding, Mattison,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Comfort, 
Reddy,  Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Snyder, 
Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E. 
Shaw,  Bain,  Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Chan- 
dler, Power,  Gurley,  Poe,  Quigley,  Filmore,  Hosmer, 
Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Woodworth,  Dodge,  Young,  El- 
liott, Walker,  Tomlinson,  Kerr,  Stewart,  Breuton,  Goode, 
Cooper,  Pilcher,  Jas.  Shaw,  Brakeman,  Sprague,  Akers, 
Cartwright,  Robbins,  Barger,  Kerns. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote : — 

G 


May  29. 
D.    Curry    and 

M.     Simpson's 

substitute,  con 

tinned. 
Second    resolu 

tion. 


Third 
tion. 


Fourth    resolu- 
tion. 


Teas   on     first 
resolution. 


Nays. 
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May  29.  Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson.  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller, 

T|^luUo~^  Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Haz- 
zard,  Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens, 
Patten,  Pitman,  J.  K.  Shaw,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Ray- 
mond, Sargent,  Sandford,  Creagh,  G.  Peck,  Curry,  Smith, 
F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold,  Holdich,  Richardson,  GrifFen, 
Jewett,  T.  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck, 
Frazer,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison,  Leet,  Demp- 
ster, S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Cook,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Mon- 
roe, Comfort,  Rounds,  Holmes,  Fletcher,  Nickerson,  Kins- 
ley, Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Haney,  Judson,  Crews,  Thom- 
son, M'Mahan,  Filmore,  Alverson,  Seager,  Finley,  Young, 
C.  Elliott,  Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart, 
Reed,  Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Hargrave,  Pilcher, 
James  Shaw,  Sprague,  Chatfield,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simp- 
son, Kerns,  Berry,  Talbott,  G.  F.  Brown. 
Nays.  Nays — Allen,    Emerson,     Whinner,     Trafton,     Crandall, 

Porter,  Barrows,  Adams,  E.  Smith,  Witherspoon,  Wever, 
Currier,  Hopkins,  Swayze,  Reddy,  Parks,  Colburn,  Eddy, 
Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill,  Webber,  Farrington,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw, 
Ayres,  Steadman,  Plympton,  Summers,  Chandler,  Power, 
Gurley,  Poe,  Quigley,  Hosmer,  Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins, 
Woodworth,  Dodge,  Goode,  Cooper,  Brakeman,  Akers, 
Cartwright,    Robbins,    Barger. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote : — 
Yeas  on  third  Yeas — Davis,  Bowen,  Wilson,  Brison,  Morgan,  Miller, 
resolution.  Hamilton,  Bear,  Collins,  Griffith,  Roszel,  Dailey,  Hazzard, 
Kennaday,  Massey,  Scott,  Durbin,  Gerry,  Stevens,  Pit- 
man, J.  K.  Shaw,  D.  Smith,  F.  Reed,  Floy,  Griswold, 
Holdich,  Richardson,  GrifFen,  Force,  Felch,  Bartine,  Sar- 
gent, Sandford,  Creagh,  G.Peck,  Curry,  Jewett,  Barrows, 
E.  Smith,  Spicer,  J.  Clark,  Benedict,  Hall,  J.  T.  Peck,  Fra- 
zer, Witherspoon,  Harding,  Williams,  Gary,  Mattison, 
Leet,  Dempster,  Hopkins,  S.  Elliott,  Kenney,  Swayze, 
Cooke,  Drummond,  Spencer,  Monroe,  Comfort,  Roimds, 
Fletcher,  Kinsley,  Bain,  G.  W.  Clarke,  Summers,  Haney, 
Phelps,  Crews,  Chandler,  Gurley,  Thomson,  M'Mahan, 
Alverson,  Seager,  Woodworth,  Finley,  Young,  C.  Elliott, 
Walker,  Nast,  Herr,  Trimble,  Wright,  Stewart,  H.  Reed, 
Bowman,  J.  C.  Smith,  Brenton,  Hargrave,  Cooper,  Pilcher, 
Chatfield,  Jacoby,  Wood,  Simpson,  Kerns,  Talbott,  G.  F. 
Brown,  Berry. 
Nays.  Nays — Patten,     Allen,    Emerson,    Winner,    Raymond, 

Trafton,  Crandall,  Porter,  Adams,  Wever,  Currier,  Reddy, 
Parks,  Colborn,  Eddy,  Holmes,  Snyder,  Jenne,  Hill, 
Webber,  Farrington,  Nickerson,  Marsh,  E.  Shaw,  Ayres, 
Steadman,  Plympton,  Poe,  Quigley,  Filmore,  Hosmer, 
Carlton,  Dennis,  Nevins,  Dodge,  Goode,  James  Shaw, 
Brakeman,  Sprague,  Akers,  Cartwright,  Robbins,  Barger. 
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The  fourth  resolution  was  adopted  by  hand  vote,  and  the 
preamble  was  also  adopted  in  the  same  manner. 

Brother  Barger  asked  to  have  his  reasons  for  not  voting 
on  Dr.  Simpson's  substitute  for  the  fourth  declaration  in 
the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
spread  on  the  journals.  A  motion  was  made  to  grant  him 
leave.  Moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  and  all  others  who 
desire  to  have  the  reasons,"  &c.  Motion  and  amendment 
lost. 

Brother  Thomson  asked  leave  to  change  his  vote  on  the 
report  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  on  the  seventh  item, 
from  negative  to  affirmative. 

Voted  to  add  four  to  the  committee  to  write  a  pastoral 
address  to  the  Church. 

By  motion,  conference  adjourned.  Prayer  by  brother 
Griffith. 
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May  29. 

Fourth  resolu- 
tion adopted. 

BrotherBarger's 
request  not 
granted. 


Brother  Thom- 
son asked 
leave  to  change 
his  vote. 


TUESDAY  MOENmG,  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  with 
the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Sargent.  Bishop 
Morris  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

A.  Poe  reported  from  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule  which  requires  propositions 
to  amend  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  table  one  day,  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  action  upon  the  above-named  report. 

Pittsburgh  boundary  read.  Laid  on  the  table  until  the 
report  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  be  acted 
upon. 

Report  relating  to  the  boundary  of  Western  Virginia 
Conference  read  and  adopted. 

Pittsburgh  Conference  boundary  read  and  adopted. 

Boundaries  of  Ohio  Conference  read  and  adopted. 
,The     boundary    of    Missouri     Conference     read    and 
adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Indiana  Conference  read 
and  adopted. 

Amendment  to  the  boundary  of  Illinois  Conference 
adopted. 

Report  in  regard  to  Liberia  Mission  Conference  adopted. 

Report  in  relation  to  a  map,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fifth  resolution,  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Ohio 
Conference,  laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  division  of  Oneida  Con- 
ference, laid  on  the  table. 

Moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  in  relation  to  the  boundary 
of  East  Genesee  and  Genesee  Conferences.     Lost. 

The  report  in  relation  to  Carlisle  was  adopted. 

Voted  that  Illinois  Conference  and  Missouri  Conference 
have  leave  to  hold  their  next  session  together. 
7 


May  .30. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on 
BouDdaries. 


Boundary  of  t 
Pittsburgh 
Conference. 


Of  ■Western  Vir- 
ginia. 


Of  Ohio. 
Of  Missouri. 

Of  Indiana. 

Of  Illinois. 

Of  Liberia. 

Of  Ohio. 


Of  Genesee  and 
East  Genesee. 

Illinois  and  Mia- 
souri  Confer- 
ences to  hold 
next  session 
together. 
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May  80. 

Of  New-Tork 
and  New-York 
East  Conferen- 
ces. 

Of  Pittsburgh 
and  Western 
Virginia  Con- 
ferences. 

Leave  to  Bro. 
Durbin  to 

change  his 
vote. 

Same  to  brother 
Patten. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Itin- 


Same  order  in  regard  to  New- York  Conference  and 
New-York  East  Conference. 

Same  in  regard  to  Pittsburgh  and  Western  Virginia 
Conferences. 

Voted  to  give  brother  Durbin  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  last  question  relating  to  the  so-called  Plan  of  Sepa- 
tion,  from  nay  to  yea. 

Voted  to  grant  brother  Patten  leave  to  change  his  vote 
on  the  third  resolution,  in  regard  to  the  property  question, 
from  nay  to  yea. 

The  report  from  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  pre- 
sented by  Dr.  Akers. 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  beg  leave  further  to 
report,  that  they  have  carefully  examined  the  records  of 
the  several  annual  conferences  for  the  last  four  years, 
which  were  submitted  to  them,  and  they  find  that  the 
general  character  of  said  records  is  good.  Yet  your  com- 
mittee have  thought  it  their  duty  to  notice  a  few  things, 
which  they  deem  worthy  of  correction  by  this  General  Con- 
ference. 

"  First.  One  conference  on  locating  one  of  its  members, 
retained  a  certificate  of  his  location.  Therefore  your  com- 
mittee recommend  the  following  for  adoption  : — 

Resolved,  That  when  a  member  of  an  annual  conference 
is  located,  he  is  entitled  to  a  certificate  of  the  fact  under 
the  hand  of  the  president  of  said  conference. 

"Second.  An  exception  was  taken  by  your  committee 
to  one  conference  for  not  sustaining  a  charge  of  mal- 
administration against  one  of  its  members,  when  they  had 
found  him  guilty  of  withholding  a  certificate  from  a  mem- 
ber removing  from  his  charge,  although  he  refused  to  try 
the  person  when  he  was  willing  to  be  tried.  Therefore, 
your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  wishes  to  remove 
his  residence  out  of  any  particular  charge,  and  there  are, 
in  the  judgment  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  sufficient 
reasons  for  withholding  a  certificate,  and  the  member  is 
willing  to  be  tried,  he  shall  be  held  guilty  of  mal-adminis- 
tration,  unless  he  proceed  in  the  trial  of  such  person. 

"  Third.  Your  committee  except  to  the  records  of 
several  of  the  annual  conferences  for  want  of  explicitness 
and  fulness  of  statement,  namely,  several  were  not  paged ; 
some  had  not  the  numbers  in  society ;  some  no  steward's 
report ;  some  mentioned  that  reports  were  made  on  different 
subjects,  but  did  not  tell  where  they  were  to  be  found  ; 
others  spoke  of  trials  of  members,  but  did  not  show  the 
investigations  in  detail,  nor  tell  where  the  evidence  could 
be  found. 

"  In  view  of  correcting  all  such  defects  in  the  records 
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for  the  future,  your  committee  recommend  the  adoption  of         May  30. 

^,      .,,.•',    ,.  Eeport  of  Com- 

the  following  resolution  : —  mlttee  on  Itln- 

"  Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  each   annual  errancy  contin- 


conference,  through  its  president,  and  by  its  secretary,  to 
cause  to  be  kept  either  on  its  regular  journal,  or  in  a 
separate  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  a  full  transcript  of  the 
adopted  reports,  and  of  the  doings  of  said  conference  in 
respect  to  trials,  including  the  evidence  on  which  the 
conference  may  have  acted,  to  which  such  references 
shall  be  made  in  the  principal  conference  journal,  as 
that  the  said  reports,  evidence  in  trials,  <fec.,  as  excepted  to 
above,  may  be  readily  found. 

"  Fourth.  Your  committee  have  had  under  consideration 
the  petition  of  a  number  of  persons  praying  this  General  Con- 
ference to  authorize  the  bishops  to  divide  the  city  and  county 
of  Kew-York  into  convenient  charges  of  three,  four,  or  more 
churches  each,  and  to  cause  the  pastors  of  said  charges  to 
itinerate  with  each  other,  &c.  Or  should  this  body  be  of 
opinion  that  the  bishops  are  now  possessed  of  the  power 
asked  for,  then  the  petitioners  request  a  recommendation 
from  this  General  Conference  directing  the  bishops  to  ex- 
ercise the  said  power. 

"After  a  careful  consideration  of  this  subject,  your 
committee  have  concluded  to  report  the  following  resolution 
for  adoption  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  petition 
asked  for  in  the  memorial  from  New- York. 

"  Fifth.  Your  committee  would  also  report  the  following 
resolution  for  adoption,  in  respect  to  a  memorial  from  the 
Pittsburgh  delegation  and  others,  praying  for  authority  to 
be  given  to  the  annual  conferences  to  appoint  a  committee 
for  the  trial  of  ministers,  &c. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  that  this  General 
Conference  should  grant  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners. 

"Sixth.  Your  committee  have  ascertained  that,  in 
some  instances,  there  exists  a  strong  disposition  to  con- 
fine ministerial  and  pastoral  labours  to  the  towns  and  vil- 
lages, to  the  comparative  neglect  of  societies  in  the 
country.  Also,  we  ascertain  that,  in  some  instances, 
ministerial  support  is  deficient  in  consequence  of  the 
smallness  of  the  charge.  In  other  instances,  because  of 
the  sparsely  settled  state  of  the  country ;  in  others,  be- 
cause of  the  poverty  of  the  members  ;  and  in  some  in- 
stances, where  there  was  no  want  of  pastoral  labour,  sup- 
port was  defective  for  want  of  liberality ;  in  other  cases, 
for  the  want  of  suitable  stewards.  But  in  all  such  cases, 
in  respect  to  finances,  the  members  of  the  Committee 
report  the  several  conferences  in  an  improving  condition. 
And  for  the  correction  of  the  above-mentioned  tendency, 
in  some  instances,  to  neglect  coimtry   appointments,  by 
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May  SO. 
Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Itln- 


devoting  too  mucli  time  to  the  towns  and  villages,  your 
committee  offer  for  adoption  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  several  annual  conferences  be,  and 
they  are  hereby  directed  to  make  special  inquiry  on  this 
subject  in  the  examination  of  character. 

" P.  Aker6,  Chairman" 


First  resolution. 


Second    resolu- 
tion. 


Third      resolu- 
tion. 


Fourth    resolu- 
tion. 


Fifth  resolution, 
resolu- 


Sixth 
tion. 


Eeport  of  Pub- 
lishing Com- 
mittee of  Pitts- 
burgh Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Char- 
;tered  Fund. 


1.  Resolution  in  relation  to  certificates  of  located  preach- 
ers.    Adopted. 

2.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  failure  of  a  preacher  to  try 
members  in  certain  cases.     Adopted. 

3.  Resolution  in  regard  to  the  record  of  reports  in  re- 
lation to  the  trial  of  a  minister.  Read.  Brother  Sandford 
moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  words  "  or  on  file 
as  documents." 

Brother  Steadman  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table.     Carried. 

Brother  Sandford  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the 
table.     Lost. 

Brother  Cooper  moved  the  previous  question.     Carried. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

4.  The  resolution  adverse  to  the  petition  from  New-York 
in  relation  to  the  itinerancy.     Read  and  adopted. 

5.  Resolution  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

6.  Last  resolution  read  and  adopted. 

Whole  report,  except  the  resolution  laid  on  the  table, 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  presented,  and  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund 
taken  up. 

"  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  report  and 
communication  from  the  Chartered  Fund,  beg  leave  to 
report  that  they  have  given  the  subject  a  full  investigation, 
and  find  the  exhibit  of  its  fiscal  affairs  satisfactory,  properly 
audited,  and  in  every  respect  in  such  a  state  as  to  give 
every  assurance  of  the  strict  fidelity  with  which  the  duties 
of  the  trust  are  performed. 

"  In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  charter, 
the  trustees  have  nominated  four  persons,  from  which 
number  it  will  devolve  upon  the  General  Conference  to  elect 
two  persons  to  fill  vacancies  occurring  in  the  board,  namely, 
John  Whiteman  and  James  B.  Longacre,  one  of  whom 
to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  the  Rev.  Samuel  Harvey, 
deceased. 

"  Solomon  Townsend  and  Ephraim  Clark,  one  of  whom 
to  be  chosen  to  fill  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright,  removed. 

"  The  committee  respectfully  present  for  the  adoption 
of  the  conference  the  following : — 
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"  Resolved,  That   an   election  for  two  Trustees  of  the        May  so. 
Chartered  Fund  be  held  at  o'clock.  Eeport  of  Com. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  rundf^'^'^n'? 
be  authorized  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  tinued 
for  such  alterations  in  their  Charter  as  will  allow  the  Board 
to  fill  any  vacancy  or  vacancies  which  may  occur  therein 
during  the  interim  of  the  sessions  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, such  appointment  or  appointments  to  require  con- 
firmation by  the  General  Conference  next  ensuing. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Trustees  be  authorized  to  apply  to 
the  Legislature  for  such  alterations  in  the  Charter  as  will 
allow  such  increase  in  the  amount  of  their  annual  income 
as  they  may  deem  ad-\asable. 

"Resolved,  That  the  condolence  of  the  General  Con- 
ference be  tendered  to  the  family  of  Rev.  Samuel  Har- 
vey, in  whose  death  the  Church,  and  society  at  large,  have 
lost  a  most  worthy  ornament,  and  by  which  event  the 
Chartered  Fund  has  lost  one  of  its  earliest  and  most  faith- 
ful officers,  whose  devotedness  to  its  interests  was  not 
only  evinced  in  the  services  he  rendered,  but  in  the  provi- 
sion of  his  will,  bequeathing  to  the  fund  the  sum  of  one 
thousand  dollars. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference 
be  tendered  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  the  care  and  fidel- 
ity with  which  the  duties  of  the  trust  are  discharged. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  this  Report  be  transmitted  by 
the  secretary  to  the  Board  of  Trustees,  and  that  a  certi- 
ficate of  the  election  of  such  persons  as  may  be  chosen  to 
fill  the  afore-mentioned  vacancies,  signed  by  one  of  the 
bishops  and  the  secretary,  be  also  sent  to  the  Board. 

"A.  Griffith,  Chairman." 

Report  adopted. 

John  Whiteman  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered  Fund 
in  the  place  of  Rev.  Samuel  Harvey,  deceased. 

Solomon  Townsend  also  elected  Trustee  of  the  Chartered 
Fund  in  the  place  of  Philip  Eisenbright. 

T.  Spicer,  from  the  Committee  on  the  Arrangement  of 
the  Discipline,  presented  bis  report. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule,  to  allow  of  direct  action  upon 
this  report. 

J.  T.  Peck  moved  to  adopt  the  report,  subject  to  the  Eearrangement 
re\'iew  of  a  committee  hereafter  to  be  appointed  to  edit  the    ''^^>^°ipUn<3. 
pubhcation  of  the  Disciphne,  which  committee  shall  have 
power  to  make  any  changes  necessary  to  harmonize  any 
discrepancies  that  may  have  escaped  the  action  of  the  com- 
mittee here.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  Tobias  Spicer,  and  the  persons  who  shall  be 
elected  Editors  of  the  Quarterly  Review  and  Christian  Advo- 
cate and  Journal,  be  said  committee  to  edit  the  Discipline. 
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May  80. 
Keport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Re- 
visal,  No.  5. 

First  Item. 


Fourth  item. 


Fifth  Item. 


Previous    ques- 
tion. 


Report  of  Com. 
onRevisaL 
No.  5. 


The  Committee  on  Revisal  reported,  No.  5. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rules,  to  allow  of  immediate  action 
on  this  report. 

1st  item,  so  amending  the  Discipline  as  to  make  the 
report  of  the  Estimating  Committee  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  adopted. 

2d  item,  proposing  to  amend  the  Disciphne,  so  as  to  make 
it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  the  number  of 
members  and  probationers  separately. 

Brother  Power  moved  to  amend  the  report,  so  as  to 
make  it  the  duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge  to  report  the 
deaths  of  members  that  may  occur. 

On  motion  of  brother  Drummond,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered,  and  the  amendment  of  brother  Power 
failed. 

2d  item  was  adopted  as  reported. 

3d  item,  recommending  to  strike  out  quest.  6,  page  23, 
of  the  Disciphne,  read  and  adopted. 

4th  item,  nonconcurring  in  the  suggestion  of  a  paper 
from  Baltimore, 

5  th  item,  in  relation  to  the  trial  of  ministers. 

First  recommendation  of  this  item,  changing  the  title  of 
the  chapter,  adopted. 

Second  recommendation  adopted. 

Third  recommendation. 

Brother  Reddy  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  with  such 
other  testimony  as  may  be  admitted."  Amendment 
adopted. 

The  recommendation  as  amended  adopted. 

Recommendation  in  regard  to  location  of  ministers. 
Brother  Sargent  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  make  a  vote  of 
two-thirds  necessary  to  locate. 

Moved  to  lay  this  amendment  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  this  item  of  the  report  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

On  motion  of  G.  Filmore,  the  previous  question  was 
ordered,  and  the  amendment  lost,  and  the  recommendation 
as  reported  was  adopted. 

Last  item  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended,  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal  present  a  report  in  part. 
No.  5. 

"  1.  We  recommend  to  concur  with  the  resolution  offered 
by  brother  Spicer,  as  follows:  paragraph  5,  page  181, 
after  the  words,  *  stationed  with  them,'  add  the  following 
words :  '  which  estimate  shall  be  subject  to  the  action  of 
the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference.' 

"  2.  We  recommend  to  concur  in  the  resolution  pro- 
posing to  report  the  numbers  of  members  and  probationers 
separately,  as  follows:    answer   9,  page   114,  after    the 
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words,  '  of  the  members,'  add,  '  and  of  the  probationers  ;'         May  so. 
and  also  let  question  14,  page  25,  be  so  altered  as  to  read,     miuee^on  ^i^- 
'  What  is  the  number  of  members  and  of  probationers  in 
society  ?' 

"  3.  In  accordance  with  a  resolution  referred  to  us,  we 
recommend  to  strike  out  question  6,  page  23,  namely, 
*  Who  have  been  elected  by  the  suffrages  of  the  General 
Conference  to  exercise  the  episcopal  office,  and  super- 
intend the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America?' 
and  that  the  other  questions  be  numbered  accord- 
ingly. 

"4.  In  the  first  and  second  items  of  the  paper  from  a 
gentleman  in  Baltimore,  presented  by  Rev.  J.  A.  Collins, 
we  recommend  nonconcurrence.  The  third  item  is  pro- 
vided for  in  another  report. 

"  6.  Having  considered  the  resolution  offered  by  brother 
Brenton  in  regard  to  the  trial  of  ministers,  the  committee 
recommend  the  following  alterations  in  chapter  i,  section 
19,  namely:  (1.)  To  alter  the  title  of  the  section,  so 
as  to  read,  '  Of  the  method  of  proceeding  against  Ac- 
cused Travelling  Ministers  or  Preachers  ;'  (2.)  to  prefix 
to  answer  to  question  1,  the  words,  '  in  the  interval  of  the 
annual  conference  ;'  (3.)  To  add  after  the  words,  '  face  to 
face,'  in  the  fifth  line  of  answer,  the  words,  'and  cause  a 
correct  record  of  the  investigation  to  be  kept  and  trans- 
mitted to  the  annual  conference.'  They  recommend, 
moreover,  to  number  the  answer  to  question  1  as  answer  1, 
and  to  add  as  a  second  answer  to  said  question,  after  the 
second  paragraph  on  page  68,  and  before  question  2,  the 
following  words  :  '  If  the  charge  be  preferred  at  the  con- 
ference, the  case  may  be  referred  to  a  committee  in  the 
presence  of  a  presiding  elder,  or  a  member  appointed  by 
the  bishop  in  his  stead,  who  shall  cause  a  faithful  record 
of  the  proceedings  and  testimony  to  be  laid  before  the 
conference,  on  which,  with  such  other  evidence  as  may 
be  admitted,  the  case  shall  be  decided.'  (4.)  To  alter 
question  4  and  ansAver,  so  as  to  read,  '  Question  4.  What 
shall  be  done  when  a  travelling  minister  is  accused  of 
being  so  unacceptable,  inefficient  or  secular,  as  to  be  no 
longer  useful  in  his  work  ?  Answer.  The  conference 
shall  investigate  the  case  ;  and  if  it  appear  that  the  com- 
plaint is  well  founded,  and  the  accused  will  not  volunta- 
rily retire,  the  conference  may  locate  him  without  his 
consent.'  (.5.)  To  alter  the  second  paragraph  on  page  70, 
from  the  first  to  the  ninth  line,  so  as  to  read,  '  In  all  the 
above-mentioned  cases  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  annual  conference  carefully  to  preserve  the 
minutes  of  the  trial,  whether  taken  before  a  committee  or 
before  the  conference,  and  all  the  documents  relating  to 
the  case,  together  with  the  charge  with  which  the  accused 
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is  charged,  and  the  specification  or  specifications ;'  then  it 
follows,  *  which  minutes,'  &c. 

"  All  which  is  respecfully  submitted, 

"  L,  Scott,  Chairman." 


Committee  on 
Pastoral  Ad- 
dress. 


Committee  of 
Estimation  for 
Editors  and 
Agents. 


The  bishop  reported  the  Committee  to  draft  the  Pastoral 
Address  as  follows  :  J.  Holdich,  S.  Comfort.  M.  Simpson, 
G.  Webber,  J.  F.  Wright,  W.  Hamilton,  Hooper  Crews. 

Statement  of  salaries,  house  rent,  and  travelling  expenses, 
of  Editors  and  Agents  at  New-York,  presented  by  the 
Chair,  and  being  read,  was  ordered  filed  among  the  Con- 
ference papers. 

A  statement  of  amounts  paid,  and  to  whom,  for  contribu- 
tions to  the  Ladies'  Repository,  and  for  manuscripts  at  the 
Western  Book  Concern,  from  1844  to  1848,  was  presented. 
Moved  to  refer  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Motion  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  paper  ordered  on  file. 

A  paper  from  James  V.  Watson  referred  to  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion, 
Kinsley. 


conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother 


Leave  of  ab- 
sence granted 
to  J.  C. 'Smith, 
J.  Kerns,  and 
O.  C.  Baker. 


Order  of    elec- 
tion. 


TUESDAY  AFTEKNOON",  MAY  30. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  Herr. 
Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair. 

The  minutes  were  read.  Moved  to  suspend  the  general 
orders.     Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  special  order. 

Voted  to  grant  brother  John  C.  Smith,  brother  John 
Kerns,  and  O.  C.  Baker,  leave  of  absence. 

A  motion  to  excuse  brother  Farrington  after  to-morrow 
failed. 

J.  B.  Finley  moved  the  following: — 

"  Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  General  Conference 
ofificers  the  following  order  be  observed  : — 

"  1.  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  2.  Quarterly 
Review  and  books.  3.  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
4.  Ladies'  Repository.  5.  German  Apologist,  6.  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate.  Y.  Northern  Advocate. 
8.  Sunday  School  Advocate  and  books.  9.  First  Book 
Agent  at  New-York.  10.  Second  Book  Agent  at  New- 
York.  11.  First  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  12.  Second 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  13.  Missionary  Secretary." 
Carried. 

Voted  to  appoint  three  tellers  who  shall  go  out  with  one 
of  the  secretaries  and  count  the  votes. 

B.  GriflFen,  J.  B.  Fmley,  and  James  Porter,  were  appoint- 
ed tellers. 
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Voted  that  the  brethren  be  permitted  to  nominate  candi-         May  80. 
dates  for  General  Conference  officers  in  open  conference. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
sal,  No.  1. 

1st  item  adopted.  3d  item  adopted.  4th  item  adopted, 
after  amendment.  5th  item  laid  on  the  table.  6th  item 
taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  Keport  of  Cwn- 
the  following  alterations  in  the  Discipline  : —  ^sairNo.  l. 

"  1.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  2,  after 
the  first  period,  insert  the  words,  'if  the  accused  refuse  or 
neglect  to  appear  before  said  committee,  he  may  be  tried 
in  his  absence.' 

"  2,  Chapter  i,  section  19,  answer  to  question  4,  after 
the  words,  '  travelling  preachers,'  insert  the  words,  '  or  with 
having  neglected  his  work.' 

"  3.  Chapter  i,  section  19,  so  to  alter  the  sentence  after 
the  word  '  suspend,'  as  to  make  it  read,  '  from  all  ministe- 
rial services  and  church  privileges  until  the  ensuing  annual 
conference.' 

"  4.  Chapter  i,  section  21,  answer  to  question  1,  so  alter 
the  fifth  paragraph  in  the  answer,  as  to  make  it  read, 
'Every  local  elder,  deacon  or  preacher  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  quarterly  meeting  conference  where  he  resides.  He 
shall  have  his  name  recorded  on  the  journal  of  said  confer- 
ence, and  also  enrolled  on  a  class  paper,  and  meet  in  class, 
or,  in  neglect  of  either,  he  shall  not  be  permitted  to  exer- 
cise his  ministerial  office  ;  and  when  a  preacher  is  located  or 
discontinued  by  an  annual  conference,  he  shall  be  amenable 
to  the  quarterly  meeting  conference  of  the  circuit  or  station 
where  he  had  his  last  appointment.' 

"  5.  Chapter  i,  section  4,  answer  to  question  3,  strike 
out  answer  8. 

"  6.  Strike  out  the  proviso  in  answer  to  question  2,  page 
161. 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman" 


Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Abel  Stevens  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  and  the 
tellers  retired.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

John  M'Clintock  was  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Quar- 
terly Review. 

Balloted  for  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
The  tellers  retired.     The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Matthew  Simpson  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of 
the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 


Abel  Stevens 
elected  editor 
of  Christian 
Advocate  and 
Journal. 

J.  M'Clintock 
elected  Editor 
of  Quarterly 
Eeview. 

M.  Simpson 
elected  Editor 
of  Western 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 
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May  30 


B.  F.  Tefft 
elected  Editor 
Ladies'  Beposl- 
tory. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Ee- 
visal.  No.  2. 


Voted  to  reconsider  and  suspend  the  order  requiring  the 
ballot,  so  far  as  the  editorship  of  the  Ladies'  Repository  is 
concerned,  there  being  but  one  candidate. 

Benjamin  F.  Tefft  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Ladies' 
Repository. 

Balloted  for  the  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  resumed, 
No.  2. 

First  item  adopted, 

Second  item  adopted. 

The  report  is  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee  on  Revisal  beg  leave  further  to  report  in 
part : 

"The  committee  recommend  the  following  question  and 
answer  to  be  inserted  in  chapter  i,  section  19  : — 

"  '  Quest.  3.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  member  of  an 
annual  conference  fails  in  business,  or  contracts  debts  which 
he  is  not  able  to  pay  ? 

"  '  Ans.  Let  the  presiding  elder  appoint  three  judicious 
members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounts,  contracts, 
and  circumstances,  of  the  supposed  delinquent ;  and  if,  in 
their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or  contracted 
debts  without  the  probability  of  paying,  let  the  case  be 
disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  1  of  this 
section.'  And  that  the  two  questions  which  follow  be 
numbered  accordingly. 

"  Also  that  the  following  question  and  answer  be  added 
to  chapter  i,  section  21  : — 

" '  Quest.  4.  What  shall  be  done  when  a  local  elder, 
deacon,  or  preacher,  fails  in  business,  or  contracts  debts 
which  he  is  not  able  to  pay. 

"  '  Ans.  Let  the  preacher  in  charge  appoint  three  judi- 
cious members  of  the  Church  to  inspect  the  accounts,  con- 
tracts, and  circumstances  of  the  supposed  delinquent, 
and  if,  in  their  opinion,  he  has  behaved  dishonestly,  or 
contracted  debts  without  the  probability  of  paying,  let  the 
case  be  disposed  of  according  to  the  answer  to  question  2 
of  this  section.' 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman." 


The  tellers  returned,  and  the  secretary  read  a  vote 
reading  William  Hunt.  Voted  that  the  vote  be  not 
counted. 

William  Hunter  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Pittsburgh 
of  Pittsburgh    Christian  Advocate. 
vo4^""^  ^^'       Voted  to  suspend  the  order  for  the  ballot,  to  vote  for 
editor   of  the  Christian   Apologist,  there  being   but   one 
candidate. 


Wm.       Hunter 
elected  Editor 
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William  Nast  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Christian 
Apologist. 

William  Hosraer  was  elected  editor  of  the  Northern 
Christian  Advocate. 

Daniel  P.  Kidder  was  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Simday- 
School  Advocate  and  books. 

The  order  for  the  ballot  was  dispensed  with  in  the  last 
two  cases. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  New- York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

The  Report  of  Committee  on  Revisal,  No.  3,  introduced. 

First  item  read. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

G  eorge  Lane  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at  New- 
York. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  New- York,  and  the 
tellers  retired. 

Brother  Snyder  moved  to  recommit  the  first  item  of  the 
report,  with  instructions  to  report  some  provisions  for  the 
board  of  unmarried  preachers.  The  whole  subject  was 
indefinitely  postponed. 

The  tliird  item  of  the  report  was  read  and  adopted,  as 
follows : — 

"  Strike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  2d  answer,  in  23d  sec- 
tion, viz :  '  Let  no  person  that  is  not  a  member  of  our 
Church  be  admitted  to  the  communion  without  examination, 
and  some  token  given  by  an  elder  or  deacon.'  " 

Fourth  item  of  the  report  taken  up. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Levi  Scott  was  duly  elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at 
New- York. 

Balloted  for  first  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The  tellers 
retired. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  words  from  the  pending  report, 
"  the  congregation  standing,"  and  all  after  it.  The  whole 
subject  laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Levi  Swormstedt  was  duly  elected  first  Book  Agent  at 
Cincinnati. 

Balloted  for  second  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.  The 
tellers  retired. 

Fifth  item  of  the  report  taken  up.  The  previous  ques- 
tion was  ordered.  The  item  was  adopted.  It  reads  as 
follows : — 

"To  alter  chap,  i,  sec.  9,  p.  41,  second  paragraph  of 
the  page,  4th  line,  by  striking  out  the  word  '  two,'  and 
inserting  '  four.' " 

The  tellers  returned,  and  reported  John  H.  Power  duly 
elected  assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Balloted  for  Missionary  Secretary,  and  tellers  retired. 


May  30. 

W.  Nast  elected 
Editor  of  Chr. 
Apologist. 

Wm.  Hosmer 
elected  Ed.  of 
Nor.  Ciir.  Ady. 

D.  P.  Kidder 
elected  Ed.  of 
S.  8.  Advocate. 


G.  Lane  elected 
first  Book  Ag't 
at  N.  T. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  Eevisal, 
No.  8. 

First  item  post- 
poned. 

Tiiird     item 
adopted. 


L.  Scott  elected 
second  Book 
Ag"t  at  N.  V. 


Fourtb  item  laid 
on  table. 


L.  Swormstedt 
elected  first 
Book  Agent  at 
Cin.,  Ohio. 


John  H.  Power 
elected  second 
Book  Agent  at 
Cin.,  Ohio. 
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Dr.Bond  to  have 
access  to  the 
journals,  &c. 


Com.  on  Exp. 
of  Deleg.  rep'd. 
Beport  adopted. 


Report  of  Com. 
on  KevisaL 
No.  4 


Course  of  Study 
for  Local  Pr's. 


C.  Pitman  elect- 
ed Cor.  Sec.  of 
Miss.  Society. 


The  report  of  the  Revisal  Committee  laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  give  Dr.  Bond  access  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence journals  and  papers,  to  assist  him  in  preparing  a  liter- 
ary work. 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  De- 
legates was  presented  by  brother  Jewett.  Voted  to  adopt 
the  report. 

Fourth  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisal  taken  up. 

First  item  adopted. 

Second  item  laid  on  the  table. 

Third  item  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"To  amend  the  certificate  of  membership,  by  striking 
out  'our,'  and  inserting  'Methodist  Episcopal.'" 

Fourth  item  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"  Change  chap,  ii,  sec.  7,  fifth  paragraph,  by  striking 
out  '  proper  trial,'  and  inserting  'satisfactory  reformation.' " 

Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Course  of  Study  for 
Local  Preachers  taken  up. 

Brother  Barger  being  absent  when  the  vote  was  cast  for 
Missionary  Secretary,  moved  that  he  have  leave  to  go  out 
and  vote.     Lost. 

Moved  to  lay  all  the  report,  excepting  that  part  propos- 
ing amendments  in  the  Discipline,  on  the  table.     Carried. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported. 

Charles  Pitman  was  duly  elected  Missionary  Secre- 
tary. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjouraed. 

Benediction  by  Brother  Sandford, 


May  81. 


Memorials,  &c 


Keport  of  Com. 
on  Book  Con- 
cern. 


WEDNESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  31. 

The  Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Rounds. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  Journals  were  read. 

Order  of  the  day  suspended  to  recur  to  memorials. 

Bishop  Hedding  presented  a  memorial  from  local  preach- 
ers of  Oneida  Conference.     Laid  on  the  table. 

By  the  same,  the  petition  of  H.  C.  Tilton.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  letter  from  J.  W.  White,  re- 
lative to  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

By  the  same,  a  letter  from  A.  Milhice.   Laid  on  the  table. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Comijiittee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported  : — 

1st  resolution.  Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  "expedient."  This  amendment 
was  lost,  and  the  first  item  was  laid  on  the  table. 

2d  resolution  adopted. 
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3d    resolution,    relative    to   the    subscription    price    of         May  31. 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.     Brother  Massey  offered   ^'^p°]^  ^'t  c"™' 
a  substitute,  viz.,  that  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  and      cern. 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  and  Book 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,   and   Editor   of   Western   Christian 
Advocate,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  directed  to  take  mea- 
sures to  ascertain,  as  speedily  as  possible,  whether  a  suffi- 
cient number  of  subscribers   can   be  obtained  to   justify 
their  furnishing  that  paper  for  one  dollar  per  year,  always 
in  advance ;  and  if  they  can,  to  reduce  the  paper,  for  the 
ensuing  volume,  to  that  price.     Motion  to  lay  on  the  table 
prevailed. 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  the  sale  of  some  property, 
adopted. 

5th  resolution,  relative  to  Sabbath-school  depositories, 
adopted. 

6th  resolution,  relative  to  the  continuance  of  Sunday 
School  Advocate,  adopted. 

7th  resolution,  relative  to  revising  Catechism, 
adopted. 

8th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisements  in  the  Quar- 
terly Review,  adopted. 

9th  resolution,  relative  to  the  Quarterly  being  made 
more  practical,  adopted. 

10th  resolution,  relative  to  an  alteration  in  DiscipHne. 
Rule  suspended,  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

11th  resolution,  relative  to  advertisements  in  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  Amendment  offered, 
"if  the  subscription  be  reduced."  The  amendment 
adopted. 

12th  resolution,  relative  to  the  form  of  the  paper. 
Brother  Finley  offered  to  amend  by  striking  out  "inex- 
pedient," and  inserting  "expedient."     Amendment  lost. 

Order  suspended  to  hear  a  letter  from  Bishop  Soule, 
requesting  a  copy  of  all  recorded  on  the  journals  in  refer- 
ence to  bis  case. 

"Reverend  and   Dear  Brethren, — If  your  journals  Letter  from  Bp, 
contain  any  record  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Conference      ^°"'^ 
in  reference  to  my  communication  to  your  body,  I  re- 
spectfully request  a  copy  of  such  record. 

"  I  received  from  your  secretary  a  copy  of  a  resolution 
passed  by  the  Conference  in  the  words  following : — 
'  Resolved  by  the  delegates,  &c..  That  they  have  no  juris- 
diction over  the  Rev.  Bishop  Soule,  and  can  exercise  no 
ecclesiastical  authority  over  him.'  But  as  this  resolution 
makes  no  reference  to  my  communication,  I  have  no  ofjidal 
assurance  of  its  reception,  or  of  any  action  of  the  Confer- 
ence in  reference  to  it. 

"  You  will  confer  a  special  favour  by  furnishing  me  with 
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case.  Very  respectfully, 

"Joshua  Soule. 
"  PiTTSBUEGH,  May  d\st,  1848." 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  such  extract. 

Resumed  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee,     The  res- 
olution was  adopted. 
Ecport  of  Com.        13th  resolution,  relative  to  discounts.    Brother  Holmes 
cern.  moved  to  strike  out  "15  per  cent."  and  insert  "20  per 

cent."  Moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  striking  out 
"  20  per  cent,"  and  inserting  "  10  per  cent,"  Call  for  the 
previous  question.  The  resolution  was  adopted.  A  mo- 
tion to  lay  this  report  on  the  table  prevailed, 

14th  resolution,  relative  to  the  prices  of  Bibles  and 
Testaments,  adopted. 

15th  resolution,  relative  to  discoimts  to  wholesale  pur- 
chasers, adopted. 

16th  resolution,  relative  to  real  estate.  A  substitute 
was  offered  by  brother  Collins. 

I7th  resolution,  to  add  to  sec.  4,  chap,  i,  page  2*7,  in  the 
Discipline,  "  and  an  agent  for  the  German  publishing  fund." 

18th  resolution,  relative  to  claim  on  M.  R.  Hopkins, 
adopted. 

19th  resolution,  relative  to  depository  in  Charleston, 
South  Carolina,  adopted. 

20th  resolution,  relative  to  claims  of  widows,  orphans, 
and  superannuated  preachers,  in  the  bounds  of  the  Church, 
South.  Brother  Akers  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out 
"  inexpedient,"  and  inserting  "  expedient."  This  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

21st  resolution,  relative  to  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advo- 
cate, adopted, 

22d  resolution,  relative  to  payment  of  dues  by  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  adopted. 

23d  resolution,  relative  to  changing  the  Discipline,  so 
as  to  add  to  sec.  8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  "or  manu- 
scripts," after  the  word  "books."  This  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

24th  resolution,  relative  to  cost  of  the  Quarterly  Re- 
view for  the  last  four  years,  laid  on  the  table. 

25th,  containing  three  resolutions. 

Moved  to  take  up  the  report  of  Book  Committee,  No.  2. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  two  o'clock. 

1st  resolution,  relative  to  appointment  of  Book  Com- 
mittee at  New-York,  adopted. 

2d  resolution,  relative  to  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 
Brother  Herr  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "one  from  Olno, 
N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana,  Illinois,  Rock  River,   Mi- 
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chigan,  and  that  the  annual  conferences  appoint  them." 
Laid  on  the  tahle. 

Brother  Brenton  moved  to  strike  out  "seven,"  and  in- 
sert "  five  ;"  one  from  Ohio,  N.  Ohio,  Indiana,  N.  Indiana, 
and  IlHnois.  The  session  was  by  vote  lengthened  ten 
minutes. 

Brother  Shaw  asked  leave  of  absence  for  brother  Brown. 
Granted.  Also  for  himself,  to  accompany  brother  Brown, 
who  is  sick.     Granted. 

Brother  Drummond  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  of 
the  pending  resolution,  by  striking  out  "  Illinois"  and  insert- 
ing "  Pittsburgh."     Lost. 

Brother  Brenton's  amendment  lost. 

The  2d  resolution  was  adopted. 

3d  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  of  lYth  paragraph, 
2d  section,  page  197,  to  add  East  Genesee  after  Genesee, 
and  the  words  "  to  be  chosen  annually." 

4th  resolution,  relative  to  a  change  in  chap,  i,  sec.  4,  2d 
answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added  after  Cincinnati,  "  at 
Auburn  and  Pittsburgh." 

Brother  Cartwright  offered  the  following  resolution : — 

"  That  the  superannuated  ministers,  their  widows  and 
children,  adhering  to  the  M.  E.  Church,  south  of  the  line 
supposed  to  have  been  fixed  by  the  so-called  Plan  of 
Separation,  receive  their  pro  rata  share  of  the  dividend  of 
the  Book  Concern  and  Chartered  Fund  for  the  four  years 
past,  they  furnishing  proper  vouchers  of  their  relation  to 
said  Church." 

By  motion,  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Hedding. 


Mayj 


Brothers  Brown 
and  Shaw 
granted  leave 
of  absencei 


Brother  Cart- 
wright's  reso- 
lution. 


WEDNESDAY  AFTEKNOOI^,  MAT  31. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  two  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  Chandler. 
Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 
The  journals  were  read. 
A  motion  was  made  to  suspend  the  rules  of  order,  and   Bales  of  order 

carried.  suspended. 

Took  up  the  business  on  which  we  adjourned.  By  ^'■°*^^?",,  ^^" 
motion,  brother's  Cartwright's  resolution  was  laid  on  the  Moniaid^n 
table.  t'^i'i^- 

The  following  resolutions  were  offered,  as  part  of  the  Report  on  Book 
report  of  the  Book  Concern :—  Ooncemtaken 

26  th  resolution,  relative  to  the  transfer  of  Zion's  Her 
aid,  adopted. 

2'7th  resolution,  relative  to  the  appointment  of  Editor 
and  publishing  committee  for  said  paper,  adopted. 

28  th  resolution,   relative   to    the   relinquishment  of  a 
claim  against  C.  A.  Smith,  adopted. 
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to  be  referred  to  Agents  at  New- York,  to  be  settled  at 
their  discretion,  adopted. 

The  preamble  read,  one  amendment  made,  and  the  pre- 
amble adopted,  and   the  whole  report  (except  the  parts 
laid  on  the  table)  adopted. 
The  report  is  as  follows : — 
Beport  of  Com.       "  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  to 
ou  Book  Con-   sui^mit  their  final  report. 

*^™'  "The  committee  have  carefully  examined  the  Reports 

of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
various  communications  referred  to  them,  and  present,  as 
the  result  of  their  deliberations,  the  resolutions  connected 
■with  this  report. 

"  A  number  of  propositions  in  regard  to  the  price  of  our 
books,  and  the  best  means  to  be  adopted  to  increase  their 
circulation;  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  price  of  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  at  New- York  to  $1  00  per 
annum,  and  the  establishment  of  depositories,  was 
before  the  committee,  and  fully  discussed.  The  conclu- 
sions to  which  the  committee  have  come  are  believed  to 
be  the  best  which  under  all  the  circumstances  could  be 
arrived  at. 

"  In  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York,  the 
General  Conference  is  requested  to  decide  the  question 
whether  Editors  should  be  allowed  additional  compensa- 
tion for  literary  productions. 

"  After  investigating  this  point,  your  committee  are  of 
opinion  that  the  talents  and  time  of  Editors  as  well  as 
Agents  ought  to  be  devoted  exclusively  to  the  duties  of 
their  office. 

"  The  attention  of  the  committee  was  called  to  the  large 
amounts  paid  for  the  travelling  expenses  of  Editors  the  four 
past  years,  the  action  in  regard  to  which  will  be  found 
below. 

"  Your  committee  had  no  report  from  the  depository  in 
Charleston,  South  Carolina,  nor  from  the  paper  in  that 
place;  nor  from  the  papers  at  Richmond,  Virginia,  and 
Nashville,  Tennessee ;  and  consequently  took  no  action  in 
regard  to  them. 

"  After  a  patient  consideration  of  all  the  matters  sub- 
mitted to  them,  your  committee  recommend  the  following 
resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference  :— 

«  1st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  pub- 
lish a  periodical  for  sermons  of  living  ministers."  Not 
adopted. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  travelling  expenses  of  Edi- 
tors ought  to  include  only  those  growing  out  of  their  moving 
to  the  place  of  their  appointment,  and  the  necessary  ex- 
penses incurred  in  theu:  going  to  and  returning  from  the 
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annual  sessions  of  the  Conferences  of  which  they  are  mem-        May  31. 

,  ,,        .J       ,     ]  Keport  of  Com. 

berS.         Adopted.  on  Book  Con- 

"  3d.  Resolved,  kc.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter  the    cern^^      cor- 
terms  of  publication  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal 
at  New- York."     Laid  on  the  table. 

"  4th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  authorized  to  dispose  of  the  four  houses 
on  Crosby-street  whenever  an  advantageous  opportunity 
may  offer,  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee, 
erect  other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  recently  purchased 
on  Mulberry-street:  provided  that  new  buildings  can  be 
erected  without  materially  increasing  the  expenses  of  the 
Concern."     Adopted. 

"  5th.  Resolved,  (fee.  That  the  Agents,  if  they  deem  it 
advisable,  be  authorized  to  establish  one  or  more  sabbath- 
school  depositories  in  eacli  Annual  Conference  that  may 
provide  for  such  depositories,  and  under  such  regulations  as 
the  Agents,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Book  Committee, 
shall  approve."     Adopted. 

"6th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Sunday-School  Advocate 
as  it  is  be  continued."     Adopted. 

"7th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  our  standard  Catechisms  be 
revised  by  the  Editor  of  our  Sunday-School  Books,  under  the 
supervision  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New-York."  Adopted. 
"  8th.  Resolved,  <fec.,  That  it  is  e.vpedient  to  insert  adver- 
tisements in  the  Quarterly  Review  to  an  extent  not  to  in- 
crease the  postage  thereon."     Adopted. 

"  9th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  while  we  highly  prize  the 
Quarterly  Review  in  its  present  character,  it  is  our  firm 
conviction  that  were  it  made  more  practical  it  would  be 
more  popular  and  useful."     Adopted. 

"  10th.  Resolved,  <fec..  That  we  recommend  the  following 
addition  to  the  Discipline,  before  the  proviso  in  the  seventh 
paragraph  of  section  8,  part  2  :  'And  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  shall  fill  the  orders  for  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati  for  the 
plates  of  such  book  or  tract ;  and  when  the  Agents  at  New- 
York  are  about  to  issue  any  new  work  of  less  than  seven  hun- 
dred pages,  they  shall,  when  practicable,  give  notice  to  the 
Agents  at  Cincinnati,  and  furnish,  if  ordered  by  them,  dupli- 
cate plates,  which  with  the  above  shall  be  at  cost.' "  Adopted. 
"  11th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  General  Conference  per- 
mit advertisements  to  a  limited  extent  in  the  Christian  Advo- 
cates, at  the  discretion  of  the  Agents  and  Book  and  Publish- 
ing Committees,  if  the  price  should  be  reduced."  Adopted. 
"12th.  Resolved,  <fec..  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  alter 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  to  the  quarto  form." 
Adopted. 

"  13th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  a  deduction  of  15  per  cent, 
on  an  average  be  made  on  the  retail  prices  of  the  books  of 
the  General  Catalogue ;  and  that  the  discount  to  preachers  on 
8 
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on'^^Book  Co^-  he,  for  cash  purchases,  30  per  cent. ;  on  credit,  20  per  cent." 

"  14th.  Resolved,  <fec..  That  the  price  of  Bibles  and  Tes- 
taments, with  the  discount  thereon,  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati."     Adopted. 

"15th.  Resolved,  <fec..  That  the  discount  to  wholesale 
purchasers  of  our  books  be  left  to  the  discretion  of  the  Book 
Agents."     Adopted. 

"16th,  Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Gene- 
ral Conference,  that  the  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati 
purchase  no  additional  real  estate  in  New- York  or  Cincin- 
nati but  such  as  is  indispensably  necessary  to  carry  on  ad- 
vantageously the  Book  Concern."     Adopted. 

"  l7th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Bishops  be  allowed  to 
appoint  an  agent  or  agents  for  the  German  publishing 
fund,  when  requested  to  do  so  by  an  annual  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"  18th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  so  much  of  the  debt  of  M.  R. 
Hopkins  as  is  due  to  the  Concern  at  New- York  be  referred 
to  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  for  settlement  at  their  dis- 
cretion."    Adopted, 

"  19th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  Agents  at  New-York  be 
authorized  to  close  up  or  continue  the  depository  at  Charles- 
ton, South  Carolina,  at  their  discretion."     Adopted. 

"  20th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That,  in  view  of  the  action  taken 
by  the  General  Conference  in  regard  to  the  settlement  of 
the  property  question,  on  the  28th  inst.,  it  is  inexpedient  to 
take  any  action  on  the  subject  of  the  widows  and  orphans 
of  travelling  preachers  of  the  Church,  South,  as  suggested 
in  the  resolution  offered  by  P.  Akei-s  and  N.  Roxuids." 
Laid  on  the  table. 

*  "21st.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  General  Conference 
have  learned  with  great  satisfaction  the  flourishing  condition 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  as  presented  in  the 
statement  of  the  Publishing  Committee,  and  that  the  Con- 
ference approve  the  method  adopted  to  increase  the  circu- 
lation of  that  paper."     Adopted. 

"  22d.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  indebtedness  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate  to  the  depository  in  this  city, 
amounting  to  some  $1,400,  be  divided  into  instalments, 
and  paid  so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  paper."     Adopted. 

"  23d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  sec- 
tion 8,  paragraph  29,  page  201,  be  so  altered  as  to  intro- 
duce •  or  manuscripts,'  after  the  word  '  books.*  "  Laid  on 
the  table. 

"  24th.  Resolved,  &c..  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Ge- 
neral Conference,  the  contents  of  the  Quarterly  Review- 
have  cost  too  much  during  the  past  four  years,  owing  to 
the  fact  that  so  large  a  portion  of  the  articles  which  have 


continued. 
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appeared  in  it  were  paid  for  ;  and  the  editor  is  hereby  di-        May  3i. 
rected  to  lessen  the  expenditures  in  this  particular  for  the  ^;^?°tee°^  *^"on 

future."      Laid  on  the  table.  Book  Concern, 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  further,  in 
part,  as  follows  : — 

"  25th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Discipline,  part  2,  section 
8,  paragraph  5,  page  193,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as 
follows  : — 

" '  The  Book  Committee  at  New-York  shall  consist  of 
seven  travelling  ministers,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General 
Conference.  During  the  intervals  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, they  shall  have  power  to  fill  any  vacancy  that 
may  occur  in  their  own  body.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee  to  examine  into  the  condition  of  the  Book 
Concern,  to  inspect  the  accounts  of  the  Agents,  and  make 
a  report  thereof  yearly  to  all  the  annual  conferences  and  to 
the  General  Conference.'  The  remaining  part  of  the  para- 
graph to  remain  as  it  is. 

"  26th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  the  13th  paragraph  of  same 
section,  page  196,  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as  follows: — 

" '  The  Book  Committee  of  this  department  of  the  Book 
Concern  shall  consist  of  seven  travelling  ministers,  to  be 
chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers,'  &c,, 
and  then  read  the  balance  of  the  paragraph  as  it  is. 

"  2Vth.  Resolved,  &c..  That  there  be  added  to  the  iVth 
paragraph,  same  section,  page  197,  'East  Genesee,' 
after  '  Genesee,'  and  the  words,  '  to  be  chosen  an- 
nually.' 

"  28th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  in  chapter  i,  section  4,  sec- 
ond answer  to  question  3,  there  be  added,  after  '  Cincinnati,' 
'at  Auburn  and  Pittsburgh.' 

"  29th.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
York  be,  and  hereby  are,  authorized  to  negotiate  with  the 
proprietors  of  Zion's  Herald  for  the  transfer  of  that  paper 
to  the  General  Conference,  on  such  terms  as  said  Book 
Agents  may  judge  expedient  and  the  Book  Committee  at 
New- York  shall  approve."     Adopted. 

"  30th.  Resolved,  &c..  That  in  case  the  above-mentioned 
negotiation  is  effected,  the  conferences  pledged  to  patro- 
nize said  paper  shall  have  power  to  appoint  a  Publishing 
Committee  of  twelve  persons,  half  of  whom  shall  consist 
of  members  of  the  present  publishing  association ;  and 
that  said  committee  shall  have  power  to  appoint  an  editor 
until  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"  31st.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York 
be  directed  to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern 
against  the  estate  of  the  late  Clarke  A.  Smith,  deceased." 
Adopted. 

"  32d.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  the  claim  of  the  Book  Con- 
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May  81.        cern   against  H.  C.  Tilton  be  referred  to  the  Agents  at 
New- York  for  settlement  at  their  discretion."     Adopted. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  In  behalf  'of  the 
committee, 

*' J.  A.  Collins,  Chairman. 
"  PiTTSBTrROH,  May  27th,  1848." 

E.  J.  Seiieck's       A  motion  to  suspend  the  rule  to  take  up  the  appeal  of 

appeal     taken    j,    j    g^^j^^^  prevailed. 

The  letter  of  E.  J.  Selleck  was  read, 

A  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  of  E.  J.  Selleck  pre- 
vailed. 

Brother  Pilcher  appearing  in  behalf  of  the  appellant, 
taking  three  exceptions  to  the  proceedings  in  this  case, 
brother  Carlton  replied  in  a  few  words. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote,  admitting  the  appeal, 
prevailed.     The  motion  to  admit  the  appeal  was  lost. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  presented 
the  following  reports.     Report  No.  5  was  adopted,  and  is 
as  follows : — 
^^^l^iS^^l       "  Your  committee  have  had  under  their  consideration 

mittee  on  the    ,,  .  ,   .  .  ,  , 

State  of   the  the  various  claims  referred  to  them,  and  recommend    to 
Church,  No.  5.   ^j^g    General   Conference   the   adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  while  this  conference  deeply  sym- 
pathizes with  those  who  have  been  deprived  of  their 
houses  of  worship  in  various  places,  under  the  operation 
of  the  so-called  Plan  of  Separation ;  yet  there  is  no  power 
to  draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  indemnify 
them  for  their  losses.  Nevertheless,  all  such  claims  wUl 
be  duly  considered  and  urged  in  the  final  adjustment  of 
the  alleged  claims  of  the  Metliodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  should  such  adjustment  take  place. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  this  conference  has  no  power  to 
draw  upon  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  to  meet  any 
claims  which  any  of  our  local  brethren  in  Arkansas, 
as  set  forth  in  some  petitions,  may  have,  for  services  ren- 
dered to  the  Church. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  the  annual  conferences,  within 
whose  bounds  any  travelling  ministers  may  reside,  who 
have  suffered  from  the  Plan  of  Separation,  be,  and  they 
are  hereby,  authorized  to  examine  and  determine  the 
nature  and  amount  of  said  claims,  and  make  such  arrange- 
ment for  their  settlement,  through  their  boards  of  stewards 
and  their  mission  committees,  as  they  may  judge  best. 
"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman." 

Report  No.  6  was  adopted.  The  report  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 
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"The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave         May 31. 
further  to  report,  in  part,  as  follows: —  imttee^on  *toe 

"  Amoncr  the  papers  referred  to  them  for  examination,     state    of    the 

^     ,    =  ^  f     r  TfT  .1  •        ii  1  Church,  No.  6, 

they  find  memorials  irora  different  places  in  the  slave-  continued, 
holding  states,  praying  for  recognition  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  for  ministers  to  be  sent  to 
them  for  the  organization  of  conferences,  districts,  &c., 
which  memorials  are  signed,  in  all,  by  two  thousand  seven 
hundred  and  thirty-five  persons. 

"  In  regard  to  these  memorials  we  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following  : — 

"■  Resolved,  That  we  recognise  all  persons  in  these 
United  States,  who  were  members  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  in  1844,  who  have  not  been  separated  from 
said  Church  by  withdrawal  or  expulsion,  according  to 
Discipline,  and  who  express  a  desire  to  be  recognised  as 
still  under  our  care  and  jurisdiction,  as  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and  that  we  regard  it  as 
our  duty,  as  far  as  practicable,  to  supply  all  such  with  the 
preaching  and  ordinances  of  the  Gospel. 

*'  George  Peck,  Ohairman" 

The  secretary  was  ordered  to  give  Dr.  Akers  a  copy  of  '^o'^rderwito^rive 
the  above  report.  Dr.    Akera  a 

Report  No.  7,  in  relation  to  the  St.  Louis  and  Maysville    above  report"* 
difficulties,  was  adopted,  and  reads  as  follows  : — 

••'  Whereas  the  Plan  of  Separation,  as  it  is  called,  passed   ^j^f^tfe^'on'the 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  has,  in  its  operations,     state    of  the 
deprived  a  large  number  of  the  members  of  the  Methodist     *^'^^"''''^'  ^''• 
Episcopal  Church,  situated  in  the  state  of  Missouri,  of  the 
ministry  and  the  privileges  of  the  Methodist   Episcopal 
Church  duiing  the  last  three  years  : 

"  And  whereas  this  portion  of  the  Church  has  also  been 
deprived  of  their  houses  of  worship  from  the  same  cause, 
greatly  to  their  pecuniary  injury ;  and  whereas  one  so- 
ciety in  St.  Loui's  has,  at  great  expense  for  them,  erected 
a  new  house  of  worship,  for  which,  after  having  entirely 
exhausted  their  means,  they  are  considerably  in  debt  for 
it ;  and  two  other  societies,  in  the  same  city,  have  com- 
menced suits  to  obtain  their  houses  by  law,  for  which 
object  it  is  necessary  to  have  means  successfully  to  pros- 
ecute said  suits  to  a  final  decision ;  and  in  other  places 
they  are  destitute  of  sufficient  means  to  build  new  houses 
to  worship  God  in :  therefore  be  it 

"Resolved,  by  this  General  Conference,  1.  That  the 
societies  belonging  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  and  in  the  town  of  Hannibal,  all  in 
the  state  of  Missouri,  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  authorized 
to  appoint  an  agent  to  travel  and  solicit  aid  from  the 
Church,  for  the  purpose  of  their  relief  from  their  pecuniaiy 
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May  81.  embarrassments,  and  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the 
R«5<>rt  of  Com-  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  requested  to  render  to 
State   of   the  Said  agent  all  the  aid  and  facilities  in  their  power  to  accom- 

Sn'e^'-    plish  this  object. 

"  Resolved,  2.  That  the  several  annual  conferences  be  re- 
quested to  take  such  measures  to  assist  the  brethren  in 
those  places  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  see  proper. 

"  Resolved,  3.  That  the  petitions  of  brother  J.  Armstrong 
and  brother  Savage  be  referred  to  the  Ohio  Annual  Con- 
ference, to  adopt  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  proper 
to  assist  said  brethren, 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

'•  George  Peck,  Chairman." 

Report  No.  8,  relating  to  the  Brooklyn  Church  case,  was 
adopted.     It  is  as  follows : — 
^°-  ^  "  The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  further  beg 

leave  to  report : 

"  That  they  have  considered  the  resolution  referred  to 
them,  as  to  the  expenses  sustained  by  Rev.  B.  GrifFen  in 
recovering  possession  of  the  Centenary  Church,  at  Brook- 
lyn, and  they  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolutions : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual 
conferences  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  brother 
Benjamin  Griffen,  of  the  New- York  Conference,  has  our 
hearty  commendation  for  the  Christian  firmness  and  fidelity 
with  which  he  maintained  his  position  as  a  Methodist 
minister  at  Brooklyn  the  past  year,  and  defended  the  rights 
of  our  ministry  agamst  the  assumptions  of  the  trustees  of 
the  Centenary  Church  in  that  city. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  New- York  and  the  New- York 
East  Conferences  be  respectfully  and  earnestly  requested 
to  take  such  measures  as  they,  in  their  wisdom,  may  deem 
proper  to  remunerate  brother  GriflFen  for  the  expenses 
which  he  incurred  in  recovering  possession  of  said 
Church,  and  for  the  losses  which  he  sustained  in  his 
ministerial  support  while  deprived  of  the  occupancy  of 
his  pulpit. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  George  Peck,  Chairman." 

The  further  consideration  of  the  report  was  suspended. 

Voted,  that  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  seven  P.  M. 

Voted  to  suspend  the  rule. 

Brother  Griflfen  presented  the  following  resolution, 
namely : — 

"  Whereas  this  conference,  having  divided  the  New- 
York  Conference  into   two   conferences,  and  having  pro- 
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•         vided  that  the  two  conferences  shall  meet  together  at  their 
next  session ;  and 

"  Whereas,  The  trustees  of  the  New- York  Annual  Con- 
ference are  an  incorporated  body,  and  as  part  of  said  trus- 
tees are  annually  elected  by  the  members  of  the  New- 
York  Conference,  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  said  division  of  the  New- York 
Conference  shall  not  take  effect  till  after  its  next  session. 

"  B.  Gkiffen, 
"  P.  P.  Sandford." 

Resolution  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  conference  proceed  to  appoint 
two  committees  of  five  for  New-York  and  Cincinnati, 
to  estimate  the  amount  of  salaries  for  Conference  Agents 
and  Editors." 

For  New- York— B.  Griffen,  G.  Peck,  F.  Reed,  D. 
Smith,  T.  Benedict. 

For  Cincinnati— J.  Young,  E.  G.  Wood,  H.  W.  Goode, 
P.  Cartwright,  L.  B.  Gurley. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  directed  to  pay  the  sexton  of  this  church  fifty 
dollars  for  her  faithful  services  to  the  General  Conference 
during  the  session."     Adopted. 

Conference  ordered  payment  to  be  made  for  printing 
conference  reports,  $3  50, 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by 
the  chair  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  at  New- York, 
and  also  a  hke  committee  for  the  Book  Committee  at  Cin- 
cinnati."    Adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  collection  be  taken  up  for  our  assist- 
ant postmaster." 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  the  cordial  thanks  of  the  members 
of  this  General  Conference  are  due,  and  are  hereby  most 
respectfully  tendered  to  our  brethren,  and  friends,  and 
their  excellent  families,  who  have  so  kindly  and  hospitably 
accommodated  us  during  our  present  session. 

"  Resolved,  2.  That  the  above  resolution  be  published  in 
the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  and  read  in  the  pulpits 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Churches  in  Pittsburgh,  Alle- 
ghany, Birmingham,  and  Manchester. 

"  Jesse  T.  Peck, 
"J.  Drummond." 

Resolutions  adopted. 

Brother  Hamilton  moved  that  copies  of  the  address  from 
the  British  brethren  and  the  Canada  brethren  be  furnished 
for  publication  in  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 
Carried. 

Conference  ordered  all  action  relative  to  the  Westmore- 
land case  stricken  from  the  journal. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  brother  Filmore. 


May  31. 
B.  Griffen   and 
P.    P.     Sand- 
ford's     resolu- 
tioa 


Commltteea  to 
estimate  sala- 
ries for  Confer- 
ence Agents 
and  Editors 
at  New-York 
and  Cincinnati. 


Vote  of  thanks 
for  entertain- 
ment. 


Address  from 
the  Canada  and 
the  BritiBh 
brethren  to  be 
published  in 
the  Christian 
Advocate  and 
Journal. 

All  action  in  tho 
Westmoreland 
case  to  bo 
stricken  from 
tbejoumaL 
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May  81. 


wed]n:esday  eyening,  may  31. 


Brother  Jacoby 
granted  leave 
of  absence. 


Brother  Nast 
granted  leave 
of  absence. 


Committee  to 
nominate  the 
Book  Commit- 
tee for  New- 
York  and  Cin- 
clnnatL 


A.  Stevens  pre- 
sents his  resig- 
nation as  Edi- 
tor of  Chris- 
tian Advocate 
and  Journal. 


G.  Peck  elected 
Editor  of  the 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate and 
Journal 

Brother  Eich- 
ardson  to  fill 
the  place  of  G. 
Peck  on  Com- 
mittee to  esti- 
mate salaries  of 
Agents  and 
Editors  at  N.Y. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 


Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  was 
opened  with  the  usual  rehgious  exercises  by  brother  B.  M. 
Hall.     Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  journ.als  were  read. 

Leave  of  absence  after  to-night  was  granted  to  brother 
Jacoby. 

A  motion,  requesting  that  all  the  business  coming  before 
the  conference  to-night  be  presented  by  the  president,  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Nast  was  granted  leave  of  absence. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church 
was  resumed.     Read  in  part, 

Committee  to  nominate  Book  Committee  for  New- York — 
J.  A.  Collins,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  Holdich,  A.  D.  Sargent, 
Glezen  Filmore. 

Like  committee  for  Cincinnati — Charles  Elliott,  P. 
Akers,  H.  Kinsley,  H.  W.  Goode,  L.  W.  Berry. 

Brother  A.  Stevens  presented  to  the  conference  his 
resignation  of  the  editorship  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal. 

Conference  accepted,  and  voted  to  elect  an  Editor  of  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  Balloted,  and  the  tellers 
retired. 

The  report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Society  was  presented. 

The  tellers  returned  and  reported.  Dr.  G.  Peck  was 
elected  editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Brother  Richardson  was  appointed  to  fill  the  place  of 
G.  Peck  on  the  Committee  to  estimate  salaries  of  Agents 
and  Editors  at  New- York. 

The  Mission  Committee  presented  several  reports,  as 
follows : — 

"  1.  The  Committee  on  Missions,  having  been  advised 
that  there  aie  great  difficulties  in  changing  some  of  the 
missionaries  so  often  as  once  in  two  years,  recommend  for 
the  adoption  of  the  General  Conference  the  following  alte- 
ration in  the  Discipline  : — 

"  After  the  words  '  Indian  missions,'  in  the  eleventh 
line  from  the  top,  on  page  28,  section  4,  insert,  '  Welsh, 
Swedes,  Norwegians,  and  other  missionaries  among 
foreigners,  (not  including  the  Germans,)  where  supplies  are 
difficult  to  be  obtained.' 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman." 

Report  adopted. 

"  2.  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  claims  of  John  Ferguson,  for  some  time  a  teacher  of 
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a  school  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions,  beg  leave  to  report,         May  8i. 
that  they  have  carefully  considered  these  claims,  with  the   ^nimee"onS«TsI 
accompanying  documents,  and  have  agreed,  under  all  the     sions,    contin- 
circumstances  of  the  case,  to   recommend    the    following 
resolution  for  the  adoption  of  the  General  Conference  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  claims  of  John  Ferguson,  for  ser- 
vices performed  in  one  of  our  Indian  missions,  be  referred 
to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  for  adjustment ;  and  that,  if 
said  claims  shall  appear  to  them  to  be  well  authenticated, 
the  Board  be,  and  is  hereby,  recommended  to  settle  Avith 
brother  Ferguson  according  to  the  principles  of  moral 
equity.  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman." 

Report  adopted. 

"  3.  The  Committee  on  Missions  have  received  from  the 
Recording  Secretary  of  our  Parent  Missionary  Society 
the  following  proposed  amendment  to  the  constitution  of 
the  Society,  to  be  inserted  at  the  close  of  the  first  paragraph 
of  the  13th  article: — 

" '  Provided,  nevertheless,  That  in  the  intervals  between 
the  meetings  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the 
Board  of  Managers,  with  the  concurrence  of  a  majority  of 
the  bishops,  may  adopt  a  new  missionary  field  if  they  shall 
deem  it  important,  and  may  also  provide  for  any  unfore- 
seen emergency  that  may  arise  ;  and,  to  meet  such  demands, 
may  expend  any  additional  sum  not  exceeding  five  thou- 
sand dollars.' 

"Respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  Pitman,  Chairman." 

Report  amended  and  adopted. 

Took  up  the  Report  of  the  Mission  Committee,  present- 
ed May  22  : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  memorial  from  Oregon  praying  for  the  establishment 
of  an  annual  conference  in  that  country,  have  had  the 
subject  under  serious  consideration  ;  they  have  also  had 
before  them  the  resolution  of  brothers  Simpson  and  Col- 
lins on  the  propriety  and  importance  of  embracing  the 
territories  of  California  and  New-Mexico  within  the 
bounds  of  an  annual  conference,  and  have  agreed, 
after  a  careful  examination  of  both  documents,  to  recom- 
mend to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  : — 

"  1 .  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  pro- 
vision be,  and  is  hereby,  made  for  the  establishment  of  an 
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May  81. 
Beport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 
sions,    contin- 
ued. 


annual  conference  on  the  Pacific  coast,  to  embrace  Oregon, 
California,  and  New-Mexico,  to  be  called,  'The  Oregon 
and  California  Mission  Conference,'  and  that  it  be  organized 
as  soon  as  practicable,  under  the  authority  asd  direction  of 
our  episcopacy. 

"  2.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  bishops  shall  have  authority 
to  appoint  a  superintendent  for  said  conference,  and 
assign  him  his  duties  ;  and  that  the  managers  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall 
fix  his  allowance. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  recommend  that  one  of 
our  bishops  visit  Oregon  during  the  ensuing  four  years,  if 
practicable,  and  that  his  expenses  be  met  in  the  usual 
way. 

"4.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  and  Califomia  Mission 
Annual  Conference  shall  have  all  the  rights  and  privileges 
of  other  annual  conferences,  excepting  those  of  sending 
delegates  to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  the 
annual  dividend  from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  C.  PiTMA-X,  Chairman. 

"Pittsburgh,  May  13,  1848." 


Besolutions  re- 
questing Bish- 
op Hedding  to 
visit  the  Brit- 
ish Conference. 


The  resolution  relative  to  the  Mission  Annual  Conference 
on  the  Pacific  Coast  being  read,  a  motion  to  lay  on  the 
table  failed.  A  motion  to  adjourn  failed.  The  call  for 
the  previous  question  was  not  sustained. 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  third  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fourth  resolution  was  adopted. 

Moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  again 
at  half-past  seven  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

Brother  Tomlinson  offered  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  delegates  of  the 
General  Conference  in  General  Conference  assembled. 
That  our  highly  esteemed  and  beloved  senior  bishop  Hed- 
ding, D.  D.,  be,  and  is  hereby,  respectfully  and-  earnestly 
requested,  if  practicable,  to  visit  the  British  Conference 
at  some  time  within  the  ensuing  four  years,  to  reciprocate 
for  himself,  and  in  behalf  of  this  body,  and  of  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of  America, 
the  fraternal  salutations  which  this  conference,  during  its 
present  session,  received  with  such  great  delight  and  edi- 
fication from  that  venerable  body  through  their  excellent 
and  able  representative.  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon. 

"  2.  Resolved,  unanimously,  That  should  bur  senior  bishop 
find  it  impracticable  to  comply  with  this  request,  on  account 
of  feeble  health,   or   from  any  other   cause,  the  board 
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of  bishops  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  aflfectionately  desired         May  31. 
to  select  one  of  their  number  to  perform  for  himself  and   ^*;*esun°°Bish- 
his  colleagues,  for  us  and  for  the  whole  Church,  the  pious, 
important,  and  most  agreeable  service  specified  in  the  fore- 
going resolutions, 

"3.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions,  duly  au- 
thenticated, be  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  bishops. 

"  J.  S.  ToMLINSON, 

"Joseph  Holdich." 


Hedding  to 
visit  the  Brit- 
ish Conference, 
coatinaed 


By    motion,    conference    adjourned. 
Bishop  Waugh. 


Benediction    by 


THUESDAY  MORNIKG,  JUNE  1. 

Conference  met  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  and  was  opened 
•with  the  usual  religious  exercises  by  brother  J.  B.  Finley. 

Bishop  Hamline  in  the  chair.     The  journals  were  read. 

Brother  Jewett  moved  to  suspend  the  orders.     Carried. 

He  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  if  the  annual  conferences  shall  be  called 
upon  to  vote  on  the  resolution  proposing  a  suspension  of 
the  sixth  restrictive  article,  the  secretaries  of  the  several 
annual  conferences  be  directed  to  forward  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New- York  a  certified  statement  of  the  vote  of 
their  conference,  that  said  agents  may  decide  thereon." 
Adopted. 

Brother  Goode  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three,  one  of  whom  be 
the  secretary,  be  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication 
of  the  Journal  and  Reports  of  this  General  Conference, 
and  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  are  hereby  instructed 
to  publish  the  same  with  as  little  delay  as  practicable." 

Brother  Goode  also  offered  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate 
and  Journal  be  hereby  instructed,  as  soon  as  practicable, 
after  final  adjournment,  to  prepare  and  furnish  for  publica- 
tion in  our  official  papers  a  connected  transcript  of  all 
resolutions,  or  other  actions  of  this  body,  deciding  points  of 
law,  or  in  any  manner  affecting  the  administration  of  disci- 
pline."    Adopted. 

Brother  Brown  requested  leave  to  record  his  vote  on  the 
property  question.     Voted  that  leave  be  granted  him. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday 
Schools  and  Tracts,  No.  1. 

The  first  resolution  of  the  report,  amending  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution,  amended  as  above,  was  adopted. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted. 
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Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Sun- 
day Schools 
and  Tracts, 
No.  1.,  con- 
tinued. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Sun- 
day Schools 
and  Tracts, 
No.  2. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Tem- 


Book  Commit- 
tee for  New- 
York. 


T.  Spicer's  reso- 
lution on  alter- 
ation of  Disci- 
pline. 


Resolution  of 
brother  Young 
on  Presiding 
Elders. 


Tlie  fourth  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  taken  up. 

Moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  first  clause  after  the 
words,  "  Methodist  Episcopal  Church."     Carried. 

The  report,  as  amended  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  E.) 

Report  No.  2,  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts,  was  taken  up. 

The  whole  report  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  F.) 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Finance,  No.  1. 

The  resolution  amending  the  Discipline  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Brother  Wright,  from  the  Committee  on  Temperance, 
presented  a  report,  which  was  read  and  adopted.  (See 
Appendix  G.) 

The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  a  Book  Committee 
for  New- York  reported  the  following  names : — 

John  A.  Collins,  Baltimore  Conference. 

J.  Holdich,  New- York  East  Conference. 

D.  Filmore,  Providence  Conference. 

A.  D.  Sargent,  New-England  Conference. 

Z.  Phillips,  Troy  Conference. 

N.  Rounds,  Oneida  Conference. 

T.  Carlton,  Genesee  Conference. 

Report  adopted. 

T.  Spicer  offered  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"■Resolved,  That  the  rule  of  Discipline,  page  41,  com- 
mencing with  the  word  '  let,'  near  the  middle  of  the 
page,  and  ending  with  the  word  '  trial,'  at  the  close  of  the 
same  paragraph,  be  so  amended  as  to  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  presiding  elder  to  give  the  explanation  alluded  to, 
instead  of  the  preacher  in  charge ;  and  that  it  be 
transferred  to  the  section,  '  Of  the  Duties  of  Presiding 
Elders.' "     Adopted. 

"  On  page  95,  instead  of  *  be  strong  and  presumptive,' 
let  it  read, 'afford  strong  presumption  of  guilt.'  Also, 
that  on  page  27,  at  the  end  of  the  8th  line,  there  be  added 
after  the  words  '  military  posts,'  the  words,  '  and  naval 
stations,'  so  that  it  may  read,  '  state  prisons,  military  posts, 
and  naval  stations.'  "     Adopted. 

J.  Young  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Whereas,  in  some  instance  or  instances,  annual  con- 
ferences have  advised  our  bishops  not  to  appoint  the  same 
person  to  the  office  of  presiding  elder  for  two  terms  in 
succession,  and  have  also  advised  them  not  to  reappoint 
any  one  to  that  office  who  has  served  two  terms  therein ; 
and  whereas  such  advice  is  regarded  as  an  unsuitable 
interference  with  the  duties  and  responsibilities  of  the 
episcopacy :  therefore, 

"Resolved,    That  it  is   the   sense   of   this   conference, 
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that  our  bishops  should  not  be  restrained  or  embarrassed 
by  any  such  advice  on  the  part  of  an  annual  conference." 
Adopted. 

J.  Steadman  offered  the  followins^ : — 


the  report  on  the  Westmoreland  petitions,  and  was  adopted 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1840,  to  wit : — 

"  '  Resolved,  That  under  the  provisional  exception  of  the 
general  rule  of  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  the 
simple  holding  of  slaves,  or  the  mere  ownership  of  slave 
property  in  states  and  territories  where  the  laws  do  not 
admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to 
enjoy  freedom,  constitutes  no  legal  barrier  to  the  election 
and  ordination  of  ministers  to  the  various  offices  known 
in  the  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and 
cannot,  therefore,  be  considered  as  operating  any  forfeiture 
or  right,  in  view  of  such  election  and  ordination  :' 

"  And  whereas  said  resolution  is  liable  to  misconstruc- 
tion, and  has  been  misconstrued  greatly  to  the  prejudice  of 
our  beloved  Methodism.     Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  1st.  That  said  resolution  be,  and  is  hereby, 
rescinded. 

"  Resolved,  2d.  That  in  rescinding  said  resolution,  we 
contemplate  no  interference  with  the  section  of  Disciphne 
on  slavery ;  but  wish  simply  to  leave  it  without  note  or 
comment." 

Moved  to  lay  the  above  resolution  on  the  table.     Lost. 

Voted  to  take  the  previous  question. 

The  resolutions  and  preamble  were  adopted. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions. 

The  first  resolution  was  read. 

Moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  words,  "  in  the  intervals 
of  the  quarterly  conference."     Laid  on  the  table. 

Moved  to  amend  by  making  it  read,  "  the  presiding 
elder  has  not  a  right  to  employ  a  local  preacher,  &c., 
except  in  the  intervals  of  the  quarterly  conference." 

Moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table.     Lost. 
Previous  question  ordered.     Amendment  adopted. 

The  resolution  as  amended  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  read. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  what  relates  to 
expulsion.  Laid  on  the  table.  Voted  to  take  up  again 
brother  Clark's  amendment.  The  previous  question 
ordered.  Amendment  adopted.  Resolution,  as  amended, 
adopted. 

Brother  Finley  asked  leave  of  absence.     Not  granted. 

The  third  resolution  read.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  fourth  resolution  read.  T.  Spicer  oflfered  a  substi- 
tute, as  follows : — 


resolutions 
slavery. 
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June  L  "Resolved,   That    the    following   clause    be    added    to 

BtitutT'**'^  "  answer  8,  of  question  2,  in  Disciphne,  page  45:  'Persons 

who  remove  from  one  circuit  or  station  to  another,  shall  be 

responsible  to  the  society  from   which  they  remove,  until 

they  have  united  elsewhere.'  " 

Moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  postpone  the  consideration  of  this  subject  fif- 
teen minutes,  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  General  Conference. 
Laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  resolution,  as 
reported,  was  adopted. 

The  fifth  resolution  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  sixth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  seventh  resolution  was  read.  Moved  to  amend  by 
inserting  the  word  "  not"     Laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Clark  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  an 
appeal,"  and  inserting  "  an  application  for  a  new  trial." 

The  previous  question  was  ordered.  The  amendment 
carried. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  eighth  resolution  was  read  and  adopted. 
N  The  appendix  to  the  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the 

table. 

The  following  is  the  report : — 
Eeport  of  Com-  "  The  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  have  carefully 
Questions.  Considered  the  interrogatories  propounded  by  the  bishops 
to  the  conference,  and  by  the  conference  referred  to  said 
committee,  and  they  present  their  answer  in  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  are  respectfully  submitted, 
namely : — 

"1.  Resolved,  That  a  presiding  elder  has  not  a  right  to 
employ  a  local  preacher  without  a  recommendation  from  a 
quarterly  conference. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  when  an  annnal  conference  decides 
that  a  preacher  having  charge  has  expelled  a  member 
contrary  to  Discipline,  the  decision  restores  the  member 
so  expelled. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  a  certificate  of  membership  is  valid 
until  the  holder  has  had  a  reasonable  opportunity  of  pre- 
senting it. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  when  a  member  receives  a  certificate 
of  membership  from  a  preacher  having  charge  of  a  circuit 
or  station,  he  is  responsible  for  his  moral  conduct  (from  the 
date  of  his  certificate  until  he  joins)  to  the  society  receiving 
him  upon  that  certificate. 

"  5.  Resolved,  That  testimony  taken  before  a  commit- 
tee sitting  in  the  case  of  an  accused  member  of  an  annual 
conference,  is  to  be  received  as  evidence  on  the  trial  of 
said  minister  before  the  annual  conference,  and  that  a  rule 
for  taking  such  testimony  shall  be  provided. 
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"6.  Resolved,  That  questions  relatinff  to  the  admissibility    ^  Junei 

.  ,        .  ^-  r  ^  Eeport  of  Com- 

ot  testimony  are  questions  ot  law.  mittee  on  Law 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  when   a   preacher,   who  differs    in     Queetions. 
judgment  from  the  majority    of  the  society,  or  the  select 
number,  concerning  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  an   accused 
person,  carries  up  the  trial  to  the  quarterly  conference,  it 
is  an  application  for  a  new  trial. 

"  8.  Resolved,  That  in  no  case  of  an  appeal  can  new 
evidence  be  admitted. 

"  All  which  is  rcspectfull)'  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  17, 1848." 

APPENDIX. 

"  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  also  consider- 
ed the  following  paper  referred  to  them,  namely  : — 

"  '  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Questions  of  Law  be 
instructed  to  inquire  whether  an  annual  conference,  by 
virtue  of  its  original  jurisdiction,  has  the  right,  when  one  of 
its  members  "  is  under  report  of  being  guilty  of  some 
crime  expressly  forbidden  in  the  word  of  God,"  to  adopt 
any  measure  for  the  investigation  of  the  matters  contained 
in  such  report,  in  the  intervals  of  its  annual  sessions,  other- 
wise than  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  contained  in 
answer  to  question  first,  chapter  first,  section  nineteenth, 
page  67,  and  report  thereon.' 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  to  report  a  negative  answer 
to  the  above  interrogatory. 

"  Respectfully  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman." 

"  Pittsburgh,  May  17,  1848." 

The  following  further  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Law 
Questions,  in  relation  to  an  appeal  court,  &c.,  was  taken  up. 

The  first  item  was  read,  and  resolution  adopted. 

The  second  item,  in  relation  to  superannuated  preachers, 
was  read. 

Moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"  in  the  first  resolu- 
tion. 

Moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Moved  to  lay  the  whole  report  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  previous  question  ordered,  and  the  resolution 
adopted  as  reported. 

The  2d,  3d,  and  4th  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  third  item,  in  relation  to  "  horse  feed." 

Brother  Massey  moved  to  strike  out  all  except  that 
which  would  make  "  horse  feed "  travelling  expenses. 
Adopted,  and  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Fourth  item,  in  relation  to  E.  Sprague.  1st  resolution 
adopted.     2d  resolution  was  read.     Moved  to  amend  by 
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June  1.        inserting  the  word  "  not,"     Amendment  laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

3d   resolution   was   adopted.      4th  resolution  adopted, 
olh  resolution  adopted. 
Secretly  to  fur-        The  secretarj^  was  ordered  to  furnish  the  Troy  delegates 
egates  '^^uh^a   with  a  copy  of  the  resolutions  in  the  case  of  E.  Sprague. 
iuttons°'^-n'^  e"        ^^^^  whole  report  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows  : —     . 
Spragiie's  case.        "  The  Committee  on  Law  Questions  have  had  under  con- 
^ittee  on^L^   sideration  the  proposition  of  the  bishops  respecting  a  dele- 
Questions,         gated  annual  conference  ;  the  plan  of  a  connectional  con- 
ference, and  the  explanatory  letter  of  Dr.  Luclcey  accom- 
panying it ;  the  proposition  so  to  alter  the  section  of  the 
Discipline  relating  to  the  General  Conference  as  to  author- 
ize the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  that  body  to  sit  as 
a  Court  of  Appeals  during  the  sessions  of  the  General  Con- 
ference from  time  to  time  ;  and  also  the  resolution  which 
proposes  to  make  the  annual  conferences  judges  of  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  laws  passed  by  the  General  Conference : 
and  after  bestowing  upon  each  of  the  above-mentioned  sub- 
jects all  the  deliberation  so  justl}'  due  to  their  intrinsic  impor- 
tance, no  less  than  to  the  eminence  of  the  sources  whence 
they  have  respectively  originated,    your  committee  tliink 
that  changes  so  vital  should  not  be  made  at  this  juncture. 
Better  that  they  should  be  subjects  of  consideration  by  the 
whole  connexion  for  the  next  four  years,  and  subjects  of 
action,  if  need  be,  of  the  next  session  of  this  body. 

"  Your  committee  beg  leave  further  to  report  answers  to 
several  questions  referred  to  them. 
'  "  First.  In  relation  to  the  trial  of  a  preacher  under  certain 

circumstances : — 

•'  1.  Resolved,  That  an  annual  conference  has  a  right, 
when  charges  are  preferred  against  one  of  their  number, 
and  the  case  cannot  be  tried  during  their  session  for  want 
of  testimony,  to  refer  it  to  the  presiding  elder  who  may 
have  charge  of  him,  under  the  rule  for  the  trial  of  immoral 
ministers  in  the  interval  of  an  annual  conference. 

"  Second.     In  relation  to  superannuated  preachers  : — 

"  1.  Resolved,  That  a  superannuated  preacher  living  out 
of  the  bounds  of  his  own  conference  is  not  a  member  of  the 
quarterly  conference  where  he  resides. 

"2.  Resolved,  That  such  minister  has  no  voice  in  the 
society  where  he  lives. 

"  3.  Resolved,  That  he  has  a  right  (as  all  other  Methodist 
preachers)  in  class  meetings. 

"  4.  Resolved,  That  he  is  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
presiding  elder,  so  far  as  is  provided  in  the  Discipline,  pages 
24  and  68. 

"  Third.  In  relation  to  a  certain  item  of  expense  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  horse  feed,  in  the  case  of  those  who  are 
under  the  necessity  of  keeping  a  horse  to  attend  to  their 
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appointments  and  duties  in  the  ministry,  is  to  bo  paid  for       '^^\'^}-q 
as  travelling  expenses.  mittec  on  Law 

"  Fourth.  In  relation  to  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  : — 

"  They  return  the  questions  propounded  by  the  delegates 
of  the  Troy  Conference,  with  their  answers  subjoined. 

"  '  Ques.  1.  In  what  relation  to  the  Troy  Conference  did 
the  above  act  of  the  General  Conference  place  Rev.  E. 
Sprague  ?  Does  he  still  remain  suspended  from  the  minis- 
tiy  or  not  ?' 

"  Ans.  His  relation  to  the  Troy  Conference  is  that  of  an 
accused  member. 

" '  Ques.  2.  May  the  Troy  Conference  suffer  the  said 
E.  Sprague  to  withdraw  from  the  Churcli,  should  he  request 
it,  before  the  trial  takes  place,  as  required  by  the  action  of 
this  body  ?' 

"  Ans.   They  may. 

"  '  Ques.  3.  When  the  trial  takes  place,  is  the  Troy  Con- 
ference at  liberty  to  use  any  part  of  the  testimony  read 
before  this  body  as  documentary  evidence  in  the  case  V 

"  Ans.  Yes,  if  it  has  been  taken  according  to  Discipline. 

"  '  Ques.  4.  If  living  witnesses  are  present  at  the  seat  of 
the  conference,  but  refuse  to  give  evidence  in  open  con- 
ference, is  the  conference  at  liberty  in  such  a  case  to  ap- 
point a  comraiitee  to  take  such  testimony  in  the  presence 
of  the  accused  out  of  the  conference  ;  and  if  so  taken,  must 
the  testimony  be  written  down  by  the  secretary  of  the  con- 
ference ?' 

"  Ans.  The  conferenc;  has  a  right  to  appoint  a  commis- 
sion to  take  testimony  when  the  witnesses  cannot  be  brought 
before  the  conference,  the  opposite  party  being  notified  to 
appear  before  such  commission,  and  having  the  right  to 
cross-examine  the  witnesses :  in  such  case  the  testimony 
is  to  be  taken  by  a  secretary  appointed  by  the  commission,^ 
and  when  reported  to  conference  it  must  be  filed  and  care- 
fully preserved  by  the  secretary  of  that  body. 

"  *  Ques.  5.  Must  all  testimony  taken  before  the  confer- 
ence be  spread  on  the  journal,  or  may  it  be  written 
down  and  kept  in  a  form  separate  from  the  journal  ?' 

"  Ans.  Documentary  testimony  need  not  be  spread  upon 
the  journal,  but  should  be  filed  and  preserved  by  the  sec- 
retary. 

"  Your  committee  do  not  deem  it  necessaiy  to  sustain 
their  views  by  elaborate  argumentation  ;  and  presuming  that, 
at  this  late  hour  of  the  session,  the  more  brief  their  report 
the  more  acceptable,  they  respectfully  submit  it. 

"P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

«' PirrSBUHQH,  May  31,  1848." 

Final  report  of 
Committee   on 

The  final  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the    the   suto   of 
Church  was  read.    Moved  to  change  the  words  "slavehold-     read. 
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Book  Commit- 
tee for  Cincin- 
nati. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Pe- 
titions of  Co- 
loured Preacli- 


ing   conferences,"   for   "  conferences  in  the    slaveholding 
states."     Carried. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole. 
The  previous  question  ordered.     The  report  was  adopted. 
(See  Appendix  H.) 

Voted  to  reconsider  the  action  of  this  conference  making 
the  probation  of  travelling  ministers  four  years.  Voted  to 
lay  said  amendment  on  the  table. 

The  committee  to  nominate  the  members  of  the 
Book  Committee  for  Cincinnati  reported  the  following 
names : — 

G.  W.  Walker,  Ohio  Conference. 
L.  B.  Gurley,  North  Ohio  Conference. 
E.  H.  Pilcher,  Michigan  Conference. 
E.  G.  Wood,  Indiana  Conference. 
G.  M.  Beswick,  North  Indiana  Conference. 
Peter  Cartwright,  Illinois  Conference. 
Hooper  Crews,  Rock  River  Conference. 
Report  adopted. 

On  motion,  voted  to  take  up  the  report  in  relation  to 
petitions  of  coloured  preachers.     It  reads  as  follows  : — 

"  The  committee  to  whom  were  referred  memorials  from 
the  Sharp-street  and  Asbury  station  of  coloured  members 
in  the  city  of  Baltimore,  and  from  various  coloured  socie- 
ties in  Pennsylvania,  New-Jersey,  and  Delaware,  asking  for 
the  organization  of  annual  conferences  of  coloured  travelling 
preachers,  under  the  supervision  of  our  bishops,  beg  leave 
to  report : — 

"  That  having  carefully  considered  the  memorials,  and 
feeling  an  earnest  desire  to  do  all  that  can  be  done  to  pro- 
mote the  spiritual  interests  of  our  coloured  people,  they 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference,  for  adoption,  the 
following  resolutions : — 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  the  organization  of  such  annual  con- 
ferences is  inexpedient  at  present. 

"Resolved,  2.  That  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  that 
the  5th  answer  in  section  10,  part  2,  shall  read  as 
follows :  '  The  bishops  may  employ  coloured  preachers 
to  travel  and  preach,  where  their  services  are  judged 
necessary ;  provided  that  no  one  shall  be  so  emj)loyed 
without  having  been  recommended  by  a  quarterly  confer- 
ence.' 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  John  Davis, 
"  Fitch  Reed, 
•'  James  A.  Masset, 
"P.  Akers, 
"  M.  Force. 
"PiTTSBUKaH,  May  23, 1848." 
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Moved  to  proceed  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  next  General 
Conference. 

Motion  to  lay  said  motion  on  the  table.     Carried. 

Voted  to  take  up  that  portion  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  read  last  evening. 
The  report  was  adopted.     (See  Appendix  I.) 

P.  Cartvp-right  presented  the  following : — 

"  Whereas  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference 
that  a  history  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  em- 
bracing the  last  four  years,  should  be  written  by  some 
competent  person  designated  by  this  Conference  :  therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  Dr.  Elliott  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  re- 
quested to  write  said  history ;  and,  in  order  thereto,  he 
shall  have  access  to  all  the  journals  and  documents  of  the 
Church  which  may  be  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of 
this  important  work." 

John  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  Rev.  Dr. 
N.  Bangs  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  appointed  our  messenger 
to  convey  our  friendly  salutations,  and  fraternal  and  Chris- 
tian regards,  to  our  brethren  of  the  Canada  Conference  at 
their  session  in  the  year  1849;  and  in  case  he  by  any 
means  should  fail  to  fulfil  this  commission,  our  superin- 
tendents are  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  appoint 
some  one  to  serve  in  the  place  of  Dr.  Bangs,  and  perform 
the  duties  herein  assigned  to  him."     Adopted. 

Voted  to  continue  the  session  until  we  finish  our 
business. 

Voted  to  take  up  the  Report  of  Committee  on  Missions. 

Moved  to  adopt  the  report  as  a  whole.  Carried.  (For 
report,  see  page  92.) 

J.  Drummond  moved  the  following : — 

"  Whereas  the  period  has  arrived  when,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  this  General  Conference,  the  societies  in  Liberia 
ought  to  render  considerable  assistance  in  the  support  of 
our  missionaries  who  labour  for  their  spiritual  good ;  and 
whereas  we  have  reason  to  fear  that  our  itinerant  system 
has  not  been  so  fully  carried  out  in  that  distant  land  as  is 
desirable, 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Jtlan- 
agers  of  our  Missionaiy  Society  to  take  such  steps,  by 
diminishing  appropriations  or  otherwise,  as  they  may  deem 
necessary,  to  induce  our  members  there  to  do  what  they 
can  for  the  support  of  our  missionaries,  and  to  fully  es- 
tablish our  itinerant  system  of  preaching,  that  the  blessing 
of  the  gospel  may  be  more  speedily  extended  to  the  na- 
tives."    Adopted. 

Voted  that  we  now  proceed  to  fix  the  seat  of  the  next 
General  Conference. 


Dr.  Elliott  to 
■nrite  a  history 
of  the  M.  E. 
Church  for  the 
last  four  years. 


Dr.  Bangs  to  vi- 
sit the  Canada 
Conference. 


J.  Dmmmond's 
resolution  on 
lessening  ex- 
penses in  Li- 
beria. 
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Next  General 
Conference  to 
be      held     at 


Vote  of  thanks 
for  entertain- 
ment passed. 


Manuscript  of 
Dr.  Elliott's 
history  to  be 
examined  and 
approved  prior 
to  publication. 


Editors  of  Gen- 
eral Conference 
papers  to  em- 
ploy assistance, 


Eeport  of  the 
Committee  on 
Pastoral      Ad- 


J.  T.  Peck  to 
finish  the  re- 
cord of  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 


Vote  of  thanks 
to  secretaries. 


Baltimore,  Rochester,  Boston,  Philadelphia,  Providence, 
and  Troy,  were  severally  nominated. 

Baltimore  received  thirteen  votes,  Rochester  received 
twenty-nine  votes,  Boston  received  eighty-nine  votes  ;  and 
Boston  was  therefore  voted  to  be  the  seat  of  the 
General  Conference  to  be  held  on  the  first  day  of  May, 
1852. 

On  motion,  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  were  given  to 
those  places  which  have  invited  the  next  session  of  the 
General  Conference. 

Resolutions  voting  thanks  for  our  entertainment  were 
called  up,  and  passed  unanimously  by  a  rising  vote. 

W.  Herr  ofi"ered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  manuscripts  of  Dr.  Elliott's  history 
be  from  time  to  time  submitted  for  examination  and  ap- 
proval to  the  Agents  and  Editors  of  the  Western  Book 
Concern  prior  to  its  publication,  and  that  he  shall  receive 
such  compensation  as  may  be  agreed  on  by  the  Agents 
and  Book  Committee."     Adopted. 

Moved  that  the  Editors  of  the  General  Conference 
papers  be  permitted  to  employ  such  assistance  and  cor- 
respondence as  they  shall  deem  necessary  respectively 
for  the  best  good  of  these  papers,  with  the  approval  of 
the  Book  Committee  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  and  the 
Publishing  Committees  at  Auburn  and  Pittsburgh. 
Adopted. 

J.  F.  Wright  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  in- 
structed to  pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  J.  T.  Mitchell  to 
his  own  Conference,  should  he  see  fit  to  return." 

Moved  to  lay  the  above  on  the  table.     Lost. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  also  the 
moving  expenses  of  C.  B.  Tippett  from  New- York  to 
Baltimore. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered,  and  the  amendment 
adopted. 

The  resolution,  as  amended,  adopted. 

J.  Holdich,  from  the  Committee  for  that  purpose,  re- 
ported a  Pastoral  Address. 

Moved  that  the  report  be  adopted,  allowing  the  chair- 
man of  the  Committee  to  revise  it  if  he  deem  it  neeessary, 
not  affecting  the  sense.     (See  Appendix  K.) 

J.  M.  Trimble  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  journals  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence be  committed  to  Jesse  T.  Peck  to  finish  the  record 
of  the  reports,  (fee,  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General 
Conference."     Adopted. 

Voted  that  the  Book  Committee  appointed  at  this  ses- 
sion go  immediately  into  ofiice. 

On  motion,  "  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference 
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are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  secretaries  for 
the  efficient  and  faithful  manner  in  which  they  have  dis- 
charged their  official  duties. 

"^Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
be,  and  are  hereby,  tendered  to  the  members  of  the  Philo- 
logical Institute  for  the  use  of  their  desks  during  our 
session." 

Moved  to  call  up  the  resolutions  in  relation  to  a  dele- 
gate to  England.     Lost. 

Voted  that  the  Secretary  be  instructed  to  furnish  J. 
Armstrong  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Conference 
relative  to  the  Maysvillc  Church. 

Also  to  Dr.  Bangs  a  copy  of  the  resolution  appointing 
him  a  delegate  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

On  motion  of  T.  Spicer,  J.  T,  Peck  was  added  to  the 
Committee  to  edit  the  Discipline. 

Brother  Herr  offered  the  following  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference 
are  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  the  pastors  and 
officers  of  the  different  Churches,  whose  piilpits  have  been 
offered  to,  and  occupied  by,  the  members  during  the 
session." 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwright,  voted  that  the  jour- 
nals be  now  read. 

Voted  to  call  up  the  resolution  ordering  that  a  copy  of 
the  Course  of  Study,  prepared  by  the  Bishops  for  pro- 
bationers and  travelling  deacons,  be  published  in  a  fly-leaf 
in  the  Discipline.     Adopted. 

Voted  that  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  be  presented 
to  the  trustees  of  this  Church  for  the  use  of  the  Church 
during  our  present  session. 

On  motion  of  brother  Cartwright,  voted  that  we  now 
adjourn  sine  die. 

The  doxology  was  sung,  prayer  was  offered  by  brother 
Charles  Elliott,  and  the  benediction  was  pronounced  by 
Bishop  Waugh. 

Thus  ended  the  tenth  delegated  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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Vote  of  thanks 
to  Philological 
Institute. 


Secretary  to  fur- 
nish J.  Arm- 
strong with  a 
copy  of  the 
action  In  re- 
lation to  the 
Mavsville  * 
Church. 

Also  toDr.Bangs 
as  a  delegate  to 
Canada  Confer- 
ence. 

J.  T.  Peek  added 
to  Committee 
to  edit  the 
Discipline. 

Vote  of  thanks 
for  use  of  pul 
pits  during  the 


Course  of  Study 
to  be  published 
in  Discipline. 


Vote  of  thanks 
to  trustees  for 
use  of  Church. 


Final    adjourn 
ment 


ELIJAH  HEDDING, 
BEVERLY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
LEONIDAS  L.  HAMLINE, 
EDMUND  STORER  JANES, 
Bisliops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Secretary. 
Jesse  T.  Peck, 

John  Frazer,    )■  Assistant  Secretaries. 
L.  A.  Eddy, 
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The  following  is  the  letter  of  Bishop  Soule,  referred  to  on  page  43. 

TO  THE  BISHOPS  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CON- 
FERENCE OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH, 
NOW  IN  SESSION. 

Pittsburgh,  May  10, 1848. 
Rev.  and  Dear  Brethrex, — In  conformity  to  the  "  Plan  of  Separation" 
adopted  by  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  providing  for  "a  distinct 
ecclesiastical  connection,  should  the  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states  find  it  necessary  to  unite  in  such  a  connection,"  these  Confer- 
ences, at  their  first  sessions  after  the  General  Conference,  had  the  sub- 
ject under  their  deliberate  consideration.  But  that  there  miglit  be  no 
hasty  action  in  a  matter  of  such  important  concern,  and  that  the  views 
and  counsels  of  all  the  Conferences  might  be  obtained,  after  sufficient 
time  to  examine  the  whole  ground,  they  appointed  delegates  to  meet  in 
Convention  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the  1st  of  May,  1845.  These 
delegates  convened  at  the  time  and  place  appointed  ;  and  after  deliber- 
ate examination  of  the  deeply  interesting  subject  on  which  they  were 
met,  accompanied  with  much  prayer,  they  came  to  the  decision,  with 
almost  unparalleled  unanimity,  that  it  was  necessary  for  the  Conferences 
in  the  slaveholding  states,  represented  by  them  in  Convention,  to  unite 
in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  under  the  pronsions  of  the  act 
of  the  General  Conference.  Having  settled  this  important  question, 
the  Convention  provided  for  the  consummation  of  a  separate  organiza- 
tion by  appointing  a  General  Conference,  to  be  held  in  Petersburg,  Va., 
on  the  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  acts  of  the  Convention  were  submit- 
ted to  the  Annual  Conferences  for  their  approval,  and,  being  approved, 
delegates  were  elected  to  the  General  Conference.  The  delegates 
having  convened,  and  the  General  Conference  being  organized,  I  re- 
garded the  provisions  of  the  "  Plan  of  Separation,"  for  a  distinct  eccle- 
siastical connection,  consummated  in  the  establishment  of  the  "  Metho- 
dist E.  Church,  South."  So  far  as  I  have  had  cognizance  of  the  de- 
liberations and  decisions  of  the  General  Conference,  the  Convention, 
and  the  Annual  Conferences,  it  affords  me  pleasure  to  say,  that,  accord- 
ing to  my  best  judgment,  they  have  been  conducted  with  the  strictest 
regard  to  the  provisions  of  the  "  Plan,"  and  with  much  of  the  same  \ 
spirit  of  peace,  brotherly  kindness,  and  charity,  which  marked  its  adop-  \ 
tion  in  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  as  a  scene  of  the  truly  moral  • 
sublime.  As  soon  as  the  General  Conference  was  organized,  I  officially 
notified  the  body  that  I  adhered  to  the  Methodist  E.  Church,  South, 
in  conformity  with  the  provision  of  the  second  resolution  of  the  "  Plan  ^ 
of  Separation,"  which  is  in  the  words  following :  "  2d.  That  ministers,  ', 
local  and  travelling,  of  every  grade  and  office  in  the  Methodist  Episco-    \ 
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pal  Church,  may,  as  they  prefer,  remain  in  that  Church,  or,  tvithout 
blame,  attach  tlieraselves  to  the  Chuicli,  South."  With  this  act,  my 
official  rehition  to  this  General  Conference,  and  to  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  under  its  jurisdiction,  ceased.  And  being  re- 
ceived as  one  of  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
my  official  relations  and  responsibilities  were  transferred  to  that 
body. 

From  the  foregoing  facts  it  will  readily  be  perceived  that  I  hold  my- 
self amenable  to  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  E.  Church 
for  all  my  acts  till  1st  of  May,  1846.  The  chief  object  of  my  attend- 
ance at  the  present  session  of  your  body  is  to  ascertain  whether  there 
are  any  charges  to  be  preferred  against  me,  and  if  so,  to  answer  to 
them  as  best  I  may.  I  am  aware  that  it  has  been  the  usaffe  of  the 
General  Conference  to  appoint  a  committee  on  the  episcopacy,  whose 
duty  it  is  to  inquire  into  the  administration  of  the  government, 
and  other  matters  appertaining  to  this  department  in  the  Church,  and  to 
report  the  result  of  their  examination  to  the  conference.  To  this  course, 
under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  certainly  can  have  no  objection ;  but 
coming  before  you  under  circumstances  of  an  extraordinary  character, 
such  as  have  never  existed  before,  I  respectfully  request  that  any  action 
of  the  conference,  so  far  as  my  character  is  involved,  growing  out  of 
publications  in  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  may  be  had  without 
reference  to  committee. 

In  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  the  12th  of  June,  1846,  the 
editor.  Rev.  Charles  Elliott,  has  made  a  declaration  to  the  Church, 
and  to  the  American  people,  to  the  extent  of  the  circulation  of  the 
paper,  wliich  I  regard  as  highly  injurious  to  me,  so  far  as  Dr.  Elliott  is 
regarded  as  a  man  of  truth.  His  declaiation  is  in  the  words  following : 
"  But  Bishop  Soule  has  withdrawn  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
under  grave  cJiarges,  or  liable  to  them.  Charges,  we  learn,  were  offi- 
cially laid  in  against  him  previous  to  the  Convention."  On  the  ap- 
pearance of  this  announcement,  I  took  the  liberty  to  call  on  Dr.  Elliott, 
in  the  presence  of  four  ministers  of  age  and  experience,  to  obtain,  if 
possible,  an  explanation  of  this  extraordinary  statement.  In  the  course 
of  this  interview  I  proposed  to  Dr.  Elliott  the  following  question : — 
"  By  whom  were  these  charges  'laid  in,'  or  preferred,  and  who  gave  you 
the  information  ?"  To  this  question  the  doctor  answered  promptly,  and 
in  a  manner  suitable  to  the  character  of  his  office  as  a  minister  and 
editor.  His  reply  was,  in  substance,  "  That  in  a  letter  which  he  re- 
ceived from  James  B.  Finley,  he  informed  him  that  he  had  laid  in,  or 
preferred  charges  against  me,  previous  to  the  Louisville  Convention, 
and  that  he  had  furnished  me  with  a  copy  of  these  charges."  I  as- 
sured the  doctor  that  I  had  never  received  any  charges  laid  in  against  me 
by  brother  Finley,  or  the  slightest  intimation  of  any  intention  on  his 
part  to  charge  me,  till  he  gave  me  the  information.  I  have  requested 
the  doctor  to  retract  this  statement,  so  injurious  to  my  character,  so  far 
as  he  is  accredited  as  a  man  of  truth ;  but  this  retraction  not  appearing, 
I  have  respectfully,  but  earnestly,  requested  him  to  publish,  in  the  Advo- 
cate, the  letter  of  brother  Finley  giving  him  the  information.  Failing  in 
this,  I  have  several  times  requested  to  be  furnished  with  these  "  grave 
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charges,"  that  I  might  know  what  they  were,  and  have  some  time  to 
prepare  to  meet  them;  but  in  tliis  I  have  also  failed.  And  although  this 
statement  of  "  grave  charges  officially  laid  in  against  me  previous  to 
the  Convention"  has  now  been  before  the  American  people  for  nearly 
two  years,  in  one  of  the  official  journals  of  the  Church,  and  (for  aught  I 
know  to  the  contrary)  may  have  gone  to  Canada,  and  crossed  the  Atlan- 
tic, I  remain  as  perfectly  ignorant  of  what  these  charges  are  as  any 
member  of  your  body,  or  as  any  citizen  of  this  city. 

In  view  of  this  plain  statement  of  facts,  which  I  think  will  not  be 
denied,  it  must  be  perceived  that  I  come  before  you  under  no  ordinary 
embarrassments.  It  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  announcement  that 
"  grave  charges  were  officially  laid  in  against  me,  under  which  I  had 
■withdrawn  from  the  Church,"  coming  from  such  a  source,  and  sustained 
by  such  authority,  should  fail  to  produce  an  influence  prejudicial  to  my 
character  and  to  my  cause,  if,  by  the  presentatioji  of  the  charges,  I 
shall  have  an  opportunity  to  make  my  defence.  The  shortness  of  time 
which  I  may  have  for  preparation  after  I  shall  be  put  in  possession  of 
the  charges  may  operate  to  my  disadvantage.  But  wai\-ing  these  con- 
siderations, however  embarrassing,  I  avail  myself  of  the  opportunity 
now  offered  me,  respectfully  to  request  that  my  alleged  accuser  will 
lay  in  his  charges  to  this  conference,  and  thus  afford  me  an  oppor- 
tunity of  making  my  defence  as  best  I  may  before  a  tribunal  to  which 
I  hold  myself  amenable,  as  previously  stated.  As  I  cannot,  consist- 
ently with  my  sense  of  propriety,  make  any  further  communication  to 
this  conference  on  this  subject,  either  verbal  or  written,  till  the  charges 
shall  be  presented,  unless  the  facts  before  stated  shall  be  denied,  I  re- 
spectfully request  that  this  communication  may  not  be  made  a  matter 
of  animadversion  in  the  conference,  so  as  to  produce  a  still  stronger 
influence  against  me  before  the  chaj-ges  shall  be  prepared  in  proper 
form.  I  here  dismiss  this  truly  painful  subject,  which  no  motive  could 
have  induced  me  to  lay  before  the  conference  but  justice  to  myself,  and 
to  others  whose  characters  may  be  as  deeply  involved  as  my  own. 
And  having  made  this  communication  as  my  last  recourse  to  obtain  the 
knowledge  of  the  charges  which  your  official  journal  declares  were  laid 
in  against  me  more  than  two  years  ago,  and  under  which  I  had  with- 
drawn from  the  Church,  if  I  should  fail  to  obtain  these  charges  here,  I 
■will  indulge  the  confident  hope  that  such  declai-ation  will  not  be  repeated, 
and  that  a  favourable  judgment  will  be  passed  upon  me,  at  least  at  the 
tribunal  of  public  opinion. 

In  conclusion,  permit  me  to  express  my  deep  and  sincere  regret  that 
you  have  found  it  expedient,  as  the  result  of  your  deliberations,  to 
decline  to  recognise  a  fraternal  relation,  in  the  bonds  of  our  common 
Methodism,  to  the  Church,  South.  The  unanimity  with  which  you 
have  arrived  at  this  conclusion,  both  in  your  large  and  intelligent  com"'- 
mittee,  and  in  your  conference  action,  may  be  regarded  as  evidence 
of  the  strong  consolidation  of  the  great  body  of  ministers  and  people 
■which  you  represent,  and  for  which  you  act.  And  I  will  indulge  the 
hope  that,  at  least  so  far  as  regards  all  the  essential  elements  which 
constitute  the  "  unity  of  the  body  of  Christ,  which  is  his  Church," 
this  consolidation  will  be  fully  realized.      But  suffer  rae  to  say,  that 


Report  on  Education.  ^3 ' 

thou-]i  my  voice,  soon  to  be  hushed  in  the  silence  of  the  tonib,  can  in  all 
p  obabiZ  be  h  ard  no  more  in  your  councils  ;  and  those  bonds  .inch 
Tve  bound  me  to  you.  as  a  hranckof  the  great  ^'^f ^"^c^'f  st  U 
Methodists,  for  half  a  century,  have  been  severed  by  you  act ,  i  still 
^el  a  deep  solicitude  for  your  connexional  umty,  and  for  the  success  of 
the  .reat  work  committed  to  your  charge.  But  I  cannot  f'^e  myself 
f  om°the  apprehension  that  your  act  may  disturb  he  peace  and  har- 
moTv  of  your  body,  and  be,  at  least,  the  accidental  cause  oi  unhappy 
Sre^ci  among'your  body^  Against  such  ^  -ut,^-g^;j^ 
action  in  connexion  with  ray  relation  to  the  Church  South  ha:,  ntut  alized 
any  Pe-onal  or  official  influence  I  might  otherwise  exert,  I  shall  con- 

'"^  :h;ttCr^r^hS;gh  not  as  successful  as  in  some  previous 
year,  he  work  of  God  has  gmdually  advanced  in  the  annual  conferen- 
■  Ls  of  e  Church  South,  and  in  some  parts  of  the  work  we  have  had 
great  and  blessed  revivals.  The  increase  of  wh.te  ..embe,s  .s  17,462  , 
coloured,  23,896.  Total  increase  in  the  four  years  41,35b. 
Very  respectfully  and  affectionately. 

Yours  in  Christian  bonds, 

Joshua  Soule. 


A.-REPORT  O:^  EDUCATION. 

The  iudo-ment  of  reason,  attested  by  the  history  of  society,  declares 
that  no  community  can  continue  to  make  healthy  progress,  and  estab- 
ish  itself  as  an  integrant  and    important  eementm  the  moral  wo   d 
unless  it  take  to  its  aid,  and  inco.-porate  with  its  hfe,  sound  and  hbeial 
education.     If  this  be  true  in  reference  to  society  in  general,  how  much 
more  so    '^  reference   to  religious   society!     A  Church   in  its  infancy 
^vin.  to  its  more  urgent,  immediate  wants,  and  the  peculiar  condition 
of  the  people  under  its  care,  may  be  constrained  to  postpone  active  a  - 
tntion^o  liberal  education.     So  it  was  in  the  pnmitive  Church      But 
when  it  has  collected  a  people  which  has  itselt  become  the  parent  of 
r t  -eat  population  born  within  the  bosom  of  the  Church,  she  canno   fulfil 
he'r  hicrh  mission  unless  she  takes  measures  to  prevent  this  population 
from    being  withdrawn   from  under  her  fostenng  care  m  the   period 
of  its  youth.     And  this  she  must  do  by  supplying  i    with  the  whole 
circle  of  sound,  useful  learning,  imbued  with  Scriptural  and  vital  piet) 
A  Church  that  seeks  to  fulfil  her  mission  by  retammg  and   cherishing 
her  own  children,  and  by  continually  expanding  and  acting  on  society 
must  create  a  religious  literature  that  shall  be  imbued,  not  only  with  the 
general  elements  of  Christianity,  but  with  her  peculiar  views  and  life. 
This  hterature  must  not  be  confined  to  the  form  of  periodical   issues 
but  must  become  a  permanent  element  m  her  life  and  action^      i^iese 
remarks  apply,  with   peculiar   propriety   and  force    to   the   Methodist 
Episcopal  Chirch.       She  has  strongly  marked  doctrines  and  d  sciphne 
which  distinguish  her  from  her  sister  Churches.     She  finds  herself  m 
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a  new  and  vigorous  world,  the  vast  asylum  of  the  oppressed  millions 
of  the  old  and  worn-out  world :  a  new  world,  in  which  as  yet  a  mature 
religious  literature  has  not  been  produced,  suited  to  its  peculiar  genius 
and  conditions ;  a  world  in  which  the  principal  Churches  are  laudably 
striving  to  be  felt  in  the  department  of  education  and  religious  literature. 
And  this  noble  emulation  among  the  Churches  is  heightened  by  the 
astonishing  fertility  of  the  press,  striving  night  and  day,  by  skilful 
combinations  of  machinery  and  tlie  application  of  steam,  to  satisfy  the 
craving  demand  of  the  country  for  books.  Society,  in  this  new  Avorld, 
is  placed  under  new  conditions  :  it  is  free  to  speak  as  well  as  to  think  ; 
and  thus  mind  is  brought  into  keen  conflict  with  mind :  and  from  these 
rapid  and  powerful  collisions  will  be  evolved  the  conclusions  which 
will  enter  permanently  into  the  life  of  society.  How  important,  then, 
when  every  doctrine  and  dogma  is  being  submitted  to  the  closest 
scrutiny,  and,  when  accepted,  becomes  spiritual  food  for  the  nation,  that 
we,  who  believe  that  we  hold  and  teach  the  true  evangelical  doctrine 
and  practice,  should  be  prepared  not  only  to  state  and  defend  the  same, 
but  to  present  them  to  the  youth  of  our  people  and  land,  in  conjunction 
with  liberal  learning,  and  to  clearly  exhibit  them  to  the  judgment, 
and  apply  them  to  the  conscience  of  those  to  whom  we  are  sent  to 
preach  !  In  the  first  case  we  shall  retain  and  cherish  our  own  people, 
and  in  the  second  bring  others  under  the  blessed  influences  of  a  pure 


In  order  to  accomplish  all  this,  our  schools  must  comprehend  the 
whole  circle  of  learning,  and  be  open  to  all.  The  wealth  and  intelli- 
gence of  our  people  will  require  the  most  accomplished  education. 
But  if  our  schools  were  organized  only  for  our  own  people,  and  afforded 
little  more  than  instruction  in  our  own  peculiar  views,  they  would  con- 
tribute to  make  us  a  bigoted  sect,  instead  of  an  enlightened  and  liberal 
Church :  and  they  would  aftord  us  but  little  aid  in  extending  the  king- 
dom of  Christ  in  the  earth.  We  must  not  forget  the  social  character 
of  our  common  Christianity,  and  we  must  seek  to  introduce  it  into  the 
social  life  of  the  nation,  and  make  it  the  ruling  element  therein. 

Nor  must  we  omit  to  state  distinctly  that  the  progress  of  society  in 
matters  of  knowledge,  and  in  skill  in  execution,  imperiously  demand  a 
corresponding  advance  in  the  Christian  ministiy.  It  will  be  impossible 
for  us  worthily  to  fulfil  our  mission  as  a  Church,  unless  oiu-  ministry 
shall  be  in  advance  of  the  people  in  knowledge  as  well  as  in  spirituality. 
We  must  fully  measure  up  to  the  standard  prescribed  by  our  Saviour 
to  his  evangelists ;  we  must  be  able  to  bring  from  our  treasures  things 
new  and  old. 

There  never  was  a  period  in  the  history  of  the  Church  when  this 
ability  was  more  necessary.  The  very  foundations  of  oui-  holy  Christi- 
anity, as  well  as  its  essential  principles,  are  undergoing  a  severe  scru- 
tiny ;  the  light,  as  well  as  the  ambition  and  wickedness  of  the  past,  are 
brought  to  the  investigation.  The  consciousness  of  what  is  true  and 
present  in  the  life  of  the  Church  must  also  be  earnestly  contended  for, 
and  pressed  into  the  glorious  conflict.  For  by  means  of  those  keen 
collisions,  and  in  the  very  midst  of  them,  God  will  establish  the  king- 
dom of  his  Son,  chiefly  by  the  pure  and  powerful  preaching  of  his  holy 
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word.  How  important,  then,  is  it  that  every  minister  should  be  able 
rightly  to  divide  the  word  of  God,  and  give  to  each  his  portion  in  due 
season  ! 

Your  committee  take  great  pleasure  in  saying,  that  they  believe  that 
these  general  views  are  prevalent,  to  a  great  extent,  among  our  ministry 
and  people,  and  that  they  are  finding  additional  favour.  The  true  and 
proper  aspect  of  education  is  being  clearly  apprehended  :  that  is,  that 
it  must  be  carried  on  in  close  and  living  union  with  religion ;  so  that 
the  elements,  the  evidences,  and  the  history  of  Christianity,  may  form 
a  part  of  the  earliest  food  of  the  youthful  mind.  That  the  interests  of 
education  and  religion,  thus  combined,  enter  into  the  regular  work 
of  the  Church  and  of  the  ministry,  the  General  Conference  has 
heretofore  judged  and  declared,  by  authorizing  our  bishops  to  appoint 
our  preachers  to  our  colleges  and  seminaries  of  learning,  and  to  con- 
tinue tliem  in  such  appointments  as  long  as  the  interests  of  the  Church 
in  this  department  of  her  work  require.  And  God  has  been  pleased  to 
affix  his  seal  to  this  division  of  our  work,  by  the  manifestations  of  his 
presence  in  all  our  principal  institutions ;  not  only  once  or  twice,  but  in 
some  of  them  several  times,  and  in  some  several  years  in  succession. 
Indeed  a  careful  inquiry  would  probably  lead  to  the  conclusion,  that  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  students  in  our  schools,  as  many  instances 
of  conversion  to  God  have  occurred  as  in  the  congregations  on  our 
circuits  and  stations.  From  among  these  converted  youth,  as  well  as 
from  the  bosom  of  our  societies,  have  come  forth,  and  will  come  forth, 
young  evangelists,  who,  subjected  to  the  thorough  and  well-digested 
course  of  study  which  our  superintendents  will  give  them  in  addition 
to  their  former  studies,  and  pursuing  this  course  in  conjunction  with 
practical  exercise  in  the  work  of  preaching  the  gospel  and  taking  care 
of  souls,  will  become  workmen  indeed,  who  shall  have  no  need  to  be 
ashamed.  And  from  these  seminaries  shall  go  forth,  also,  our  daugh- 
ters to  adorn  society,  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  *iie  odour  of  piety  in 
the  more  private  and  sacred  walks  of  life,  and  thus  to  become  the  sym- 
pathetic and  effectual  planters  of  the  seeds  of  eternal  life  in  the  hearts 
of  generations  to  come. 

These  general  views  your  committee  would  earnestly  commend  to 
our  ministry  and  the  people,  in  their  organized  and  individual  capacity, 
and  press  them  to  extend  a  prompt  and  liberal  support  and  patronage 
to  the  colleges  and  seminaries  under  their  care.  We  would  at  the  same 
time  deprecate  the  hasty  and  inconsiderate  multiplication  of  colleges  ; 
and  most  respectfully  suggest  that  it  would  be  much  better  fully  to  en- 
dow those  we  have  before  we  attempt  to  found  others.  Yet  your  com- 
mittee is  of  opinion  that  each  conference  should  have  at  least  one 
capacious  and  well-endowed  academy  for  the  youth  within  its  bounds,  both 
male  and  female.  And  if  the  habits  of  the  people  object  to  the  educa- 
tion of  these  together,  then  there  should  be  one  seminary  for  males,  and 
one  for  females. 

Your  committee  beg  leave  to  present  for  the  encouragement  of  the 
Church,  an  intimation  of  what  has  been  accomplished  in  the  depart- 
ment of  education.  We  are  aware  that  the  exhibit  is  imperfect,  yet  it 
will  be   gratifying    to    see   even   what    we   can  now   state  with  cer- 
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tainty,  by  reciting  the    rank    and   list    of  the  institutions  under  our 
care. 

COLLEGES. 

Wesleyan  University,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Dickinson  College,  Carlisle,  Pa. 
Indiana  Asbury  University,  Greencastle,  Ind. 
Alleghany  College,  Meadville,  Pa. 
Ohio  Wesleyan  University,  Delaware,  0. 
Augusta  College,  Augusta,  Ky. 
M'Kendree  College,  Lebanon,  111. 
Iowa  City  College,  Iowa. 

SEMINARIES. 

Amenia  Seminary,  Amenia,  N.  Y. 
Asbury  Seminary,  Chagrin  Falls,  0. 
Bellevue  Seminary,  Bordentown,  N.  J. 
Baldwin  Institute,  Berea,  0. 
Female  Institute,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Fort  Wayne  Female  College,  Fort  Wayne,  Ind. 
Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Lima,  N.  Y. 
Governeur  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Governeur,  N.  Y. 
Georgetown  Seminaiy,  Illinois. 
Hempstead  Seminary,  Hempstead,  L.  I. 
Juhet  Academy,  Albion,  Pa. 
Maine  Wesleyan  Seminary,  Kent's  Hill,  Me. 
Newbury  Seminary,  Newbury,  Vt. 

New-Hampshire  Conference  Seminary,  Northfield,  N.  H. 
Nortlnvestern  Virginia  Academy,  Clarksburg,  Va. 
•  Ohio  Conference  High  School,  Springfield,  O. 
Oneida  Conference  Seminary,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 
Pennington  Male  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 
Pennington  Female  Seminary,  Pennington,  N.  J. 
Preparatory  School,  Middletown,  Conn. 
Providence  Conference  Seminary,  East  Greenwich,  R.  I. 
Rock  River  Seminary,  Mount  Morris,  111. 
Troy  Conference  Academy,  West  Poultney,  Vt. 
Wesleyan  Academy,  Wilbraham,  Mass. 

Wesleyan  Female  Collegiate  Institute,  Wilmington,  Delaware. 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  Albion,  Mich. 
Wyoming  Seminary,  Kingston,  Pa. 
Wesleyan  Female  College,  Cincinnati,  0. 
Wesleyan  Female  Institute,  Staunton,  Va. 
Worthington  Female  Seminary,  Worthington,  0. 
Wesleyan  Seminary,  Springfield,  Vt. 
Oakland  Female  Seminary,  Hillsboro',  0. 
Greenfield  Male  and  Female  Seminary,  Greenfield,  0. 
Dickinson  College  Seminary,  Williamsport,  Pa. 

Your  committee  would  fain  hope  that  the  first  resolution,  reported 
herewith,  will  lay  the  foundation  of  a  complete  return  at  the  next 
General  Conference,  if  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  Conference  to  adopt  it. 
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In    conclusion,  we    beg   leave    to    submit    it,  together   with  a  second 
resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  proper  authorities  in  each  of  our  Universities, 
Colleges,  and  Academies,  be  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  in 
writing  to  the  next  General  Conference  definite  answers  to  the  following 
questions : — 

1.  The  date  of  the  institution. 

2.  The  number  and  names  of  the  departments  of  instruction. 

3.  The  number  "of  permanent  teachers. 

4.  The  number  of  volumes  in  the  libraries. 

5.  The  extent  and  value  of  the  apparatus  and  museum. 

6.  The  present  number  of  students,  and  the  average  number  annually 
for  the  last  four  years. 

7.  How  many  of  them  were  members  of  evangelical  Churches,  and 
how  many  became  such  during  their  residence  in  the  institution. 

8.  The  amount  and  character  of  the  property  and  funds  of  the  institution. 

9.  The  annual  income  and  expenditure. 

10.  The  financial  plan  for  permanently  endowing  the  institution,  or 
for  meeting  its  current  expenses. 

11.  Its  relation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  That  Ave  respectfully  but  earnestly  ask  the  attention  of 
each  annual  conference  to  the  propriety  and  necessity  of  presenting  the 
claims  of  the  literary  institutions  under  its  care  at  least  once  a  year,  at  a 
stated  time  fixed  by  the  conference,  to  each  congregation,  and  of  taking 
up  a  public  collection  in  each  congregation  for  the  current  support  of 
said  institutions.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

J.  P.  DuRBiN,  Chcdrman. 


B.— PROPERTY  QUESTION. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church  beg  leave  further  to  report, 
in  part : — 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  the  claims  preferred  by  the 
Church  South  to  a  portion  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern  and 
Chartered  Fund  ;  and,  pending  the  discussion  of  the  subject,  the  question 
of  proposing  to  refer  the  whole  matter  to  disintei-ested  arbiters  was  pro- 
posed and  considered.  Whereupon  the  committee  agreed  to  recommend 
to  the  General  Conference  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  1.  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  conference  that  we  have  no 
autliority,  independently  of  the  annual  conferences,  to  enter  into  arbitra- 
tion with  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
in  relation  to  the  claims  set  up  by  them  to  a  division  of  the  vested  funds 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Resolved,  2.  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  to  the  annual 
conferences  so  far  to  suspend  the  sixth  restrictive  rule  of  the  Discipline 
as  to  allow  the  appointment  of  commissioners,  for  the  purpose  of  arbi- 
trating what  is  technically  called  the  Property  Question  with  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

By  order  of  the  Committee.  Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Peck,  Chairman. 
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C— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishojis  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  North  America,  and  to  the  Ministers  in  Conference  assembled. 

Very  Dear  Brethren, — At  our  last  annual  conference,  held  in  Liv- 
erpool, it  was  resolved,  That  as  it  is  desirable  to  maintain  that  fraternal 
and  Christian  afi'ection  which  has  long  subsisted  between  your  Church 
and  British  Methodists,  a  representative  should  be  appointed  from  among 
us  to  attend  your  next  General  Conference. 

The  Rev.  James  Dixon,  D.  D.,  was  affectionately  requested  to  un- 
dertake tliis  important  mission,  and  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson  was  desired 
to  accompan)-^  him.  We  presume  that  Dr.  Dixon,  the  bearer  of  this 
letter,  is  not  altogether  unknown  to  you.  Among  us  he  has  lived  for 
many  years  in  the  highest  esteem  and  veneration.  His  Chinstian  sim- 
plicity, the  meekness  of  his  spirit,  his  manly  and  effective  eloquence 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  as  well  as  the  ability  and  fidelity  with  which 
he  has  maintained  our  ecclesiastical  polity,  have  pointed  him  out  as  well 
fitted  to  undertake  this  mission.  The  British  Conference  has  deputed 
him  to  visit  you  with  the  utmost  confidence  in  his  integrity  and  ability. 
His  companion,  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson,  also  visits  you  in  compliance 
with  our  earnest  desire,  and  with  our  entire  confidence  and  growing 
esteem. 

A  lengthened  epistle  is  rendered  unnecessary  by  the  presence  among 
you  of  our  representatives.  They  will  convey  to  you  our  fraternal 
salutations.  We  respectfully  refer  you  to  them  for  any  such  informa- 
tion respecting  our  affairs  as  it  may  be  agreeable  to  them  to  com- 
municate. 

Our  earnest  prayer  is  that  the  Holy  Spirit  may  pour  upon  your 
approaching  assembly  his  choicest  influences,  and  conduct  your  deliber- 
ations to  such  results  as  shall  promote  the  glory  of  Christ,  and  the 
maintenance  and  spread  of  Scriptural  holiness  through  your  extended 
country. 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  British  Conference, 

Samuel  Jackson,  President. 

Robert  Newton,  Secretary. 


REPLY  TO  ADDRESS  OF  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 
To  the  British  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — Nothing  gives  us  more  pleasure  than  to 
receive  your  fraternal  salutations  at  a  session  of  our  General  Confer- 
ence ;  and  this  pleasure  is  heightened  when  we  receive  them  at  the 
hands,  and  in  the  words,  of  one  of  your  own  body.  It  affords  us  much 
happiness  to  bear  testimony  to  the  excellent  spirit  and  amiable  deport- 
ment of  your  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Dixon  ;  and  we  should  have 
been  pleased  to  receive  with  him  the  Rev.  Joseph  Stinson,  whom 
you  requested  to  accompany  him.     We  avail  omselves  of  your  kind 
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and  confiding  reference  to  your  representative,  and  consider  his  address 
to  us  as  the  voice  of  our  British  brethren. 

Through  hira  you  express  the  continuance  of  your  cordial  affection 
toward  us,  and  your  earnest  desire  for  our  increased  prosperity.  We 
receive  this  expression  as  in  some  degree  a  manifestation  of  paternal 
feeling  on  your  part,  which  in  our  judgment  has  somewhat  of  a  divine 
blessing  connected  with  it.  And,  in  return,  we  declare  the  unabated 
admiration  and  love  wliich  we  bear  your  body,  and  our  desire  to  prove 
ourselves  worthy  of  our  sacred  spiritual  relations  with  you.  We  have 
good  hope  that  we  shall  be  able  to  do  so,  as  well  from  our  own  knowl- 
edge of  the  true  Wesleyan  character  of  our  doctrines,  services,  and 
dis'cipHne,  as  from  the  frank  and  clear  declaration  of  your  representative, 
that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  appeared  to  him  to  exhibit  essen- 
tially pure  Wesleyan  Methodism. 

Your  representative  was  pleased  to  allude  to  the  unhappy  separation 
of  our  beloved  Church,  growing  out  of  the  connexion  of  one  of  our 
superintendents  with  slavery,  prior  to  the  General  Conference  of  1844 ; 
and  expressed  his  deep  regret  that  any  such  cause  of  separation  should 
have  arisen. 

The  true  cause  of  the  difficulty  in  our  beloved  Zion  Avas  our  refusal 
to  admit,  under  any  circumstances,  a  connexion  of  our  episcopacy  with 
slavery.  True,  your  honoured  representative  took  occasion  to  say  fur- 
ther, (declaring  at  the  same  time  that  he  expressed  the  sentiments  of 
the  whole  body  of  Methodists  in  England,  both  ministers  and  people,) 
that  your  sympathies  were  entirely  on  the  side  of  liberty. 

On  our  part  we  would  say,  that  while  all  our  sympathies  lie  in  the 
same  direction,  and  it  is  our  purpose  still,  as  heretofore,  to  bear  steadily 
our  testimony  against  the  great  evil  of  slavery,  and,  within  our  legiti- 
mate sphere  as  a  Church,  to  discountenance  it,  and  seek  its  removal ; 
we,  nevertheless,  have  long  been  satisfied  that  our  brethren  in  other 
countries,  occupying  a  distant  stand-point,  and  therefore  not  clearly 
comprehending  the  complicated  conditions  of  this  extremely  difficult 
subject,  have  not  been  able  to  do  full  justice  to  our  policy  and  conduct 
as  a  Church  in  regai-d  to  this  matter — they  may  have  thought  that  we 
should  have  acted  with  more  directness  and  decision.  Feeling  our- 
selves within  the  complications  of  this  great  evil,  whose  effects  are 
felt  throughout  the  sacred,  social,  and  political  relations  of  this  coun- 
try, it  becomes  us  to  act  prudently,  and  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  strive 
to  consider  well,  and  settle  all  things  on  the  surest  and  best  founda- 
tions for  the  promotion  of  his  glory,  and  the  peace  and  prosperity  of  the 
Church. 

Your  representative  took  occasion  to  express  to  us  the  high  satisfac- 
tion he  felt  in  visiting  our  country,  and  conversing  with  the  most  dis- 
tinguished and  intelligent  of  its  citizens,  both  in  the  government  and 
in  private  life.  And  we  acknowledge  a  sense  of  unfeigned  gratification 
on  our  part,  while  we  listened  to  his  frank  and  candid  avowal  of  his  as- 
tonishment at  the  mellowing  influences  of  our  institutions,  in  inspiring 
our  great  men  with  striking  condescension  and  courtesy,  and  in  elevat- 
ing the  lowly.  And  we  were  edified  with  the  direct  and  fervent  pray- 
eis  which  he  offered  up  for  our  government  and  nation  in  his  public 
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adminiskations  ;  while,  at  the  same  time,  he  as  frankly  and  fervently 
mingled  therewith  his  prayers  for  your  beloved  queen,  your  government, 
and  nation,  which  found  a  warm  response  from  our  hearts. 

We  will  take  this  occasion  to  say,  we  have  great  pleasure  in  observing 
that  you  have  distinctly  assumed  all  the  titles,  forms,  and  functions  of  a 
true  Church  of  Christ,  which,  indeed,  we  have  regarded  you  always  to 
have  been.  The  present  condition  of  Protestantism  in  Europe,  and  par- 
ticularly in  England,  renders  this  position  on  your  part  very  important 
to  the  interests  of  Christ's  Church. 

Your  systematic  and  efficient  organization,  not  only  for  a  regular  and 
abundant  supply  of  the  word  of  life  to  the  people,  but  also  for  your 
foreign  missionary  work,  commands  our  admiration,  and  moves  us  to 
action.  We  behold  you  planting  the  standard  of  the  cross  in  islands  of 
every  ocean,  and  on  the  coasts  and  plains  of  every  continent,  provoking 
us  thereby  to  enter  more  largely  into  the  same  great  work. 

It  gives  us  pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  in  this  respect  we  are  steadily 
advancing.  Though  our  movements  are  not  so  striking  as  yours,  yet 
they  are  vast  and  important.  Our  own  country  stretches  westward  over 
the  Rocky  Mountains  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  a  distance  of  thousands  of 
miles,  through  which  is  dispersed  a  sparse  population  from  all  the 
nations  of  Europe,  together  with  the  numerous  and  populous  tribes  of 
the  native  Indians  of  its  unbroken  forests. 

These  elements  of  vast  empires  must  be  taught  the  principles,  im- 
bued with  the  spirit,  and  provided  with  the  institutions  of  our  holy 
Christianity.  This  immense  domain  is  our  domestic  field  of  mission- 
ary operations,  and  it  is  a  cause  of  devout  thankfulness  to  God  that 
we  see  it  yearly  blossoming  as  the  rose.  As  a  specimen,  we  mention 
our  German  missions.  Hundreds  of  thousands  of  native  Germans  flock 
to  our  land,  bringing  with  them  the  cold  and  heartless  Rationalism,  or 
ignorant  and  fanatical  Roman  Catholicism,  of  Germany.  In  their  new 
and  strange  circumstances  they  become  easily  accessible  to  us,  and 
within  ten  years  past,  five  thousand  have  been  converted  to  God,  of 
whom  about  two  thousand  were  Roman  Catholics.  These  have  been 
formed  into  regular  societies,  which  have  been  reduced  to  regular 
circuits,  stations,  and  districts,  and  well  appointed  by  German  preacliers, 
amounting  in  all  to  eighty-five.  The  work  is  still  rapidly  advancing, 
and  we  are  taking  measures  to  insure  its  increase  and  purity.  Arrange- 
ments are  being  made  to  compile  and  publish  an  Evangelical  Com- 
mentary on  the  New  Testament,  also  Sunday-school  books  for  our 
German  Sundaj^  schools,  and  to  translate  additional  works  from  our 
General.  Catalogue  into  German.  Already  this  great  light,  kindled 
among  the  natives  of  Germany  now  residing  in  this  country,  is  begin- 
ning to  illumine  their  fatherland,  by  means  of  letters,  books,  and 
visiters  from  the  members  of  this  new  evangelical  German  Church. 
God  is  sending  Germany  to  us  to  be  evangelized  ;  and  indeed,  in  some 
degree,  all  the  nations  of  Europe ;  and  we  doubt  not  but  the  reaction 
of  this  great  domestic  missionary  work  among  us  will  be  great  and 
salutary  on  the  Old  World.  But  we  are  not  content  within  this  domestic 
field — we  are  extending  our  missionary  operations  to  Oregon,  California, 
portions  of  Mexico,  and  to  China.     And,  aided  by  the  bright  example  of 
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your  brilliant  missionary  resources  and  opeiations,  we  hope  shortly  to 
till  up  the  measure  of  the  missionary  work  which  God  may  be  pleased  to 
assign  us. 

And  while  we  are  thus  endeavouring  to  extend  the  kingdom  of  God 
wider  in  the  world,  we  are  not  unmindful  of  the  population  he  hath 
given  us  at  home.  And  believing  that  education  is  one  great  means  of 
advancing  and  fortifying  his  kingdom  among  us,  we  have,  within  the 
last  twenty  years,  given  much  attention  to  this  matter.  While  we 
have  not  thought  it  best  to  have  theological  seminaries  proper,  and 
have  judged  that  a  proper  course  of  study  which  our  young  men  are 
required  to  accomplish  in  four  years,  while  they  are  actively  engaged 
in  preaching  the  gospel,  and  taking  care  of  souls,  Avill  make  them  able 
ministers  of  the  New  Testament,  Ave  have  been  careful  to  provide  uni- 
versities, colleges,  and  academies  for  the  education  of  our  own  people, 
as  well  as  the  public  at  large.  And  in  this  department  of  our  work  we 
may  congratulate  ourselves  as  having  been  successful.  We  have  now 
seven  colleges  fully  organized,  and  affording  academic  education  to 
thousands  of  our  younger  sons,  and  also  of  our  daughters,  who  are  thus 
prepared  to  diffuse  the  essence  and  odour  of  piety  in  the  more  private 
and  s-Hcred  walks  of  life. 

We  take  pleasure  in  naming,  as  additional  means  of  education,  the 
vast  capital  and  appliances  of  our  General  Book  Concern,  and  the 
numerous  excellent  works  Avhich  issue  from  iti.  In  the  General  Cata- 
logue there  are  tAvo  hundred  and  seventy-five  distinct  works,  some  of 
tliem  extending  to  six  heavy  volumes.  In  the  list  arc  commentaries, 
dictionaries.  Church  histories,  and  many  excellent  ecclesiastical  and 
theological  works.  We  should  be  Avanting  in  honour  did  Ave  not  acknow- 
ledge that  many  of  them  have  been  derived  from  your  connexion. 
Our  Sunday-school  publications  also  are  very  numerous ;  the  Youth's 
Library  already  amounts  to  four  hundred  and  eleven  volumes,  and  our 
Tract  pubhcations  to  three  hundred  and  sixty.  It  Avould  be  difficult  to 
state  the  many  thousands  of  these  works  that  are  annually  distributed 
throughout  our  A'ast  country. 

Our  periodical  literature  is  also  immense.  The  weekly  issues  from 
our  various  presses  in  newspaper  form  amount  to  not  less  than  forty-five 
thousand  copies.  We  have  one  monthly  magazine,  entitled  "The 
Ladies'  Repository,"  with  about  seven  thousand  subscribers.  It  is  con- 
ducted with  taste  and  ability,  and  the  mechanical  execution  and  embel- 
lishments are  very  creditable. 

Our  Quarterly  Review  is  conducted  with  ability,  and  affords  a  medium 
of  presenting  to  our  ministers  and  principal  friends  the  graver  topics  in 
theology,  and  in  general  science  and  literature.  Our  children  in  our 
thousands  of  Sunday  schools  are  supplied,  semi-monthly,  with  the 
Sunday-School  Advocate,  in  quarto  form.  It  has  noAv  eighty  thousand 
subscribers,  and  is  rapidly  advancing  to  one  hundred  thousand.  We  have 
also  a  monthly  Missionary  Advocate,  with  a  subscription  list  of  at  least 
twenty  thousand,  which  distributes  throughout  our  Church  general  mis- 
sionary intelligence  from  various  parts  of  the  world.  We  trust  that  these 
vast  issues  of  books  and  periodicals  from  our  various  presses  and  agencies 
are  deeply  imbued  with  the  doctrines  and  spirit  of  genuine  Christianity. 
10 
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We  did  not  think  it  necessary  in  tlie  earlier  part  of  this  address  to 
allude  to  the  only  little  matter  of  uneasiness  between  us ;  that  is,  the 
liberty  which  some  of  our  ministers  (we  say  some,  although  Ave  are  ad- 
vised of  but  one  case)  have  taken  to  visit  England,  and  make  appoint- 
ments for  preaching  and  public  services  without  the  regular  approbation 
or  concurrence  of  the  proper  authorities  among  you.  It  gives  us  pleasure 
to  testify  our  disapprobation  of  this  course,  and  to  say  it  has  never  been 
done  with  our  sanction ;  and  that  we  will  see  that  hereafter  the  proper 
restraint  is  put  upon  all  our  travelling  ministers  in  this  matter.  As  it 
respects  local  preachers,  we  have  no  direct  authority  in  the  premises  ; 
but  Ave  Avish  distinctly  to  declare  our  disapprobation  of  any  conduct  on 
their  part,  as  preachers  in  your  country,  Avhich  has  not  your  special 
sanction,  and  is  not  under  your  direction. 

We  have  been  gratified  to  observe  that  the  cause  of  temperance,  on 
the  principle  of  total  abstinence  from  intoxicating  liquors,  is  attracting 
attention  in  England ;  and  Ave  respectfully  ask  your  attention  to  it,  and 
your  kind  consideration  of  it  as  intimately  connected  Avith  the  best 
interests  of  society  in  general,  and  greatly  conducive  to  the  success  of 
the  Gospel.  Such  is  our  experience  in  America,  particularly  when  the 
Church  enters  heartily  into  the  cause. 

In  conclusion,  it  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  renew  to  you  the  expres- 
sion of  our  fraternal  affection ;  and  to  sny  that  it  is  noAv  in  our  minds, 
at  some  suitable  time  hereafter,  to  reciprocate  the  favour  you  have  done 
us  by  sending  us  your  excellent  representative  to  refresh  our  spirits  by 
his  holy  ministry,  and  to  edify  us  by  your  Christian  fellowship  which 
we  enjoy  through  him. 

Wishing  you  all  prosperity  and  peace  as  a  Church,  through  the 
abounding  grace  of  God  in  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  are,  dear  fathers 
and  brethren,  yours  in  the  bonds  of  the  Gospel. 


D.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  CANADA  CONFERENCE 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren, — With  undiminished  feelings  of 
regard  for  our  brethren  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  general, 
and  particularly  for  the  bishops  and  ministers  Avho  labour  in  word  and 
doctrine  wnthin  its  pale,  Ave  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  of  the  as- 
sembling of  the  General  Conference  to  renew  the  testimony  of  our 
esteem  and  affection. 

We  are  aware  that  very  important  topics  Avere  discussed  at  your  last 
General  Conference,  and  since  that  period  some  of  these  subjects 
have  engrossed  the  attention  and  excited  the  feelings  of  ministers  and 
people  throughout  your  extensiA^e  country.  In  the  serious  difficulties 
by  which  you  haA'e  been  surrounded,  and  the  troubles  in  Avhich  you 
have  been  involved,  we  have  felt  the  deepest  concern,  and  cherished 
the  hveliest  sympathy.     But  "  God  is  the  hope  of  Israel,  the  Saviour 
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thereof  in  time  of  trouble."  That  he  maj^  overrule  all  things  for  his 
own  glory,  and  the  ultimate  benefit  and  salvation  of  your  venerated  and 
beloved  Church,  is  our  devout  and  earnest  prayer. 

Your  success  in  the  midst  of  these  trials  and  conflicts  awakens  our 
gratitude  and  joy.  We  notice  with  unmixed  pleasure  your  extensive 
operations  in  the  difl'usion  of  education,  in  the  circulation  of  useful  and 
religious  books  and  tracts,  in  the  establishment  and  support  of  Sunday 
schools,  and  in  the  preaching  of  the  Gospel  as  far  as  your  population 
extends.  We  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  has 
poured  out  his  Holy  Spirit  on  various  parts  of  your  great  field  of  labour, 
and  that  thousands  by  your  instrumentality  have  been  brought  to  the 
knowledge  of  Christ.  May  these  tokens  of  the  divine  presence  and 
favour  be  perpetuated  among  you  to  the  latest  generation ! 

The  Wesleyan  Church  in  Canada,  as  in  the  United  States,  has  had 
its  times  of  sorrow  and  seasons  of  joy.  Since  the  year  1840  we  have 
had  to  lament  over  serious  difficulties  existing  between  ourselves  and 
the  English  Conference.  Happily,  upon  a  review  of  the  whole,  both 
parties  were  led  to  the  conclusion  that  misapprehension  had  existed 
on  several  points,  and  that  events  whicli  gave  rise  to  ditterences  in 
former  years  no  longer  existed.  To  the  English  Conference  of  1846 
we  sent  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  RyerSon  and  Green, 
as  our  representatives,  that,  if  practicable,  peace  and  unity  might  be 
restored  and  promoted  between  the  two  legitimate  Wesleyan  bodies  in 
Western  Canada.  Under  the  peculiar  guidance  of  Divine  Providence 
their  mission  was  signally  successful.  Our  English  brethren  have 
promptly  joined  us  in  mutual  agreement  to  bury  in  oblivion  the  record 
of  the  painful  past :  to  reunite  our  separated  bodies  on  terms  generous 
and  just :  and  to  go  forward  as  a  united  host  in  the  defence  and  main- 
tenance of  the  glorious  gospel  of  the  ever-blessed  God.  We  are  certain 
your  earnest  prayers  will  spontaneously  blend  with  our  own,  that  this 
union  may  be  perpetual. 

We  are  still  endeavouring  to  assist  in  promoting  the  great  object  of 
useful  and  religious  education  in  this  countr3^  Our  college  has  had  its 
embarrassments ;  but  we  are  gradually  surmounting  them.  Our  Book 
Room  is  in  a  state  of  efficiency.  The  mission  work  among  us  is  in- 
creasing, and  the  funds  are  increasing  with  the  work.  Our  other 
connexional  funds  are  also  on  the  advance,  through  the  liberality 
of  our  people.  Our  united  bodies  make  the  statistics  of  the  connexion 
in  Western  Canada  as  follows : — Circuits  and  missions,  98  ;  preachers, 
189  ;  members,  24,882. 

Considering  the  hostilities  we  have  had  to  combat  in  past  years,  we 
are  truly  thankful  that  our  situation  at  present  is  so  favourable,  and 
shall  enter  upon  the  duties  of  another  year  high  in  hope  and  full  of  ex- 
pectation, that  the  blessing  of  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  will  be 
upon  us  and  our  beloved  people,  prospering  us  more  and  more  in  our 
work  of  faith  and  labour  of  love. 

We  have  appointed  our  esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Messrs.  M. 
Richey,  A.  M.,  J.  Ryerson,  and  Anson  Green,  as  our  representatives  to 
your  General  Conference,  to  whom  we  refer  you  for  any  additional 
information  respecting  us  which  you  may  desire. 
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Signed  by  order  and  on  behalf  of  the  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodist  Church  in  Canada  this  16th  day  of  June,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  foity-seven. 

R.  Alder,  President. 

James  Musgrove,  Secretary. 

REPLY  TO  THE  CANADA  ADDRESS. 

Dear  Brethren, — We  have  received  your  very  kind  and  agreeable 
address  by  the  hands  of  your  worthy  and  esteemed  representatives,  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Richey,  D.  D.,  Rev.  J.  Ryerson,  and  Rev.  A.  Green,  con- 
veying to  us  your  warm  Christian  salutations.  Your  excellent  repre- 
sentatives also  took  occasion  to  add  thereto  further  expressions  of  your 
fraternal  regards,  and  of  your  personal  esteem  and  affection  for 
us.  We  accept  all  these  expressions  as  tokens  of  your  sincere  love 
toward  us,  and  of  your  earnest  desire  to  cultivate  the  same  in  future. 
AlloAV  us,  dear  brethren,  to  reciprocate  from  our  hearts  the  affection 
you  bear  us,  and  to  render  thanks  to  God  for  the  manifestations  of  his 
goodness  to  you,  especially  in  restoring  peace  and  concord  between 
you  and  our  common  parent  connexion  in  England.  We  rejoice  that 
you  have  found  in  the  British  Connexion,  and  we  beheve  you  will  con- 
tinue to  find  in  it,  counsel  and  support ;  and  that,  aided  by  its  general 
and  liberal  fostering  care,  your  own  industry  and  enterprises  will  be 
abundantly  fruitful. 

In  your  address  you  allude  to  the  interests  of  education  among  you, 
and  of  the  prosperity  of  your  Book  Concern,  which  we  regard  as  a 
spiritual  handmaid  of  secular  learning.  It  is  a  matter  of  real  joy  to  us 
that  you  have  a  fair  prospect  of  permanently  endowing  a  college  for 
the  hberal  education  of  your  youtli,  and  the  youth  of  your  province, 
under  the  salutary  influence  of  your  own  Church.  It  is  wise  and 
good  to  take  care  of  the  people  born  to  you  in  the  bosom  of  your  com- 
munity, and  also  to  expand  and  advance  the  kingdom  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ  in  the  midst  of  the  world  by  means  of  a  healthy,  sanc- 
tified education;  an  education  sound  in  its  elements,  and  made 
vital  by  the  personal  spirituality  of  the  professors  and  teachers  who 
dispense  it. 

Your  address  also,  as  did  your  representatives,  alluded  to  the  diffi- 
culties which  for  the  last  four  years  have  distressed  our  Zion ;  and 
although  it  appeared  to  us  that  they  did  not  fully  comprehend  them, 
yet  they  kinclly  and  properly  expressed  a  hope  that  these  troubles 
•would  pass  away.  They  encouraged  us  by  setting  forth  your  own 
case  as  one  of  long-continued  and  great  difficulty,  yet  happih'  adjusted 
at  last.  We  also  abide  in  hope  that  these  difficulties  may  pass  away 
from  us,  and  our  Zion  be  as  tranquil  and  prosperous  as  formerly.  But 
■we  do  not  now  see  the  end  ;  and  have  some  apprehensions,  as  it  is 
believed  that  both  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  claim  that  essential  principles  of  morals  and 
policy  are  involved.     But  in  the  Lord  will  we  put  our  trust. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  have  no  occasion  for  a  lengthy  epistle 
to  you,  on  account  of  any  misunderstandings  between  us.     We  are  of 
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one  heart  and  one  mind,  and  rejoice  mutually  in  each  other's  prosperity. 
Let  us  continue  to  be  of  the  same  mind,  and  to  walk  by  the 
same  rule.  It  is  now  in  our  minds  to  send  to  you  one  of  our  own  body, 
at  a  suitable  time,  to  express  to  you,  face  to  face,  the  love  we  bear  you, 
and  our  fellowship  with  you. 

And  now,  dear  brethren,  we  commend  you  to  God,  and  to  the  word 
of  his  grace  ;  and  we  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  our  fraternal  affec- 
tion in  Jesus  Christ,  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour. 


E.— REPORT  ON  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  under  con- 
sideration the  several  papers  referred  to  them,  and  present  the  following 
as  their  report,  in  part : — 

There  is  no  benevolent  enterprise  among  the  many  which  mark  the 
present  period  that  has  higher  claims  upon  the  attention,  or  that 
appeals  more  loudly  to  the  sympathies  of  the  human  heart,  than  the 
Sabbath  school.  If  we  contemplate  it  in  its  bearings  upon  the  spiritual 
interests  of  its  legitimate  subjects,  both  their  age  and  number  invest  it 
with  peculiar  importance.  Other  instrumentalities  for  doing  good  have 
to  grapple  with  established  habits,  which  present  almost  insuperable 
obstructions  to  success,  and  are  necessarily  restricted  in  the  proba- 
bilities of  efficiency  by  the  comparative  paucity  of  their  objects; 
whereas  Sunday  schools  lay  their  forming  hand  on  the  yielding  mind 
of  youth  in  great  numbers,  and  in  all  the  departments  of  society.  Ere 
the  enemy  has  had  time  to  sow  the  tares  of  vice,  the  soil  is  prepared 
for  and  receives  the  good  seed,  which  experience  and  observation 
have  shown  spring  up  and  bring  forth  precious  fruits,  in  some  thirty, 
in  some  sixty,  and  in  some  a  hundredfold,  to  the  benefit  of  society  and 
the  glory  of  God.  If  hitherto  the  institution  has  been  justly  regarded 
as  the  nursery  of  the  Church,  furnishing  her  altars  with  devout  wor- 
shippers, and  her  pulpits  with  w^arm-hearted  and  successful  ministers,  in 
future  it  must  be  more  eminently  so,  especially  in  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church.  If  our  zeal  should  be  unabated,  and  our  knowledge 
steadily  progressive,  their  united  influence  will  not  enable  us  to  filfil 
our  mission — to  spread  Scripture  holiness  through  the  world — unless 
we  strike  at  the  root  in  religiously  educating  the  children.  We  may 
burn  with  zeal,  and  shine  in  all  the  attractions  of  learning  in  the  pulpit 
and  through  the  press  ;  but  if  we  leave  our  children  to  the  care  of 
others  in  the  Sabbath  school,  though  Christians  they  may,  Methodists 
they  never  will  become.  As  we  believe  in  "  Christianity  in  earnest," 
and  feel  our  great  indebtedness,  under  God,  to  the  Church  of  our 
choice,  and  would  hand  down  to  our  children's  children  to  the  end  of 
time  the  doctrines,  the  moral  discipline,  and  the  deep  Scriptural  holiness 
of  our  beloved  Methodism  as  the  richest  inheritance  we  have  received 
or  can  impart,  we  must,  to  the  utmost  of  our  ability,  establish  and  build 
up  Sabbath  schools. 

We  are  happy  to  say,  the  "  Memorial  of  the  Sunday-School  Union 
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of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  which  was  read  before  you,  and 
referred  to  your  committee,  and  the  more  extended  "  Report "  of  the 
Union,  recently  published  by  our  Book  Agents  at  NeAV-York,  furnish 
most  encouraging  evidence  that  the  Church  is  more  alive  to  this  great 
interest  than  ever  before,  and  that  the  prospect  is  increasingly  cheer- 
ing. Though  within  the  last  four  years  hundreds  of  our  travelling 
ministry,  and  thousands  of  our  membership,  have  separated  from  us, 
carrying  with  them  a  large  number  of  Sunday-school  children,  our 
increase  of  schools  and  scholars  has  been  nearly  fifty  per  cent.,  while 
the  receipts  for  their  support  have  increased  in  little  more  than  two 
years  and  a  half  nearly  tenfold  over  all  the  previous  receipts  from  the 
organization  of  the  Union  to  that  date.  And,  best  of  all,  in  a  single 
year,  more  than  four  thousand  conversions  have  been  reported  among 
the  teachers  and  scholars  ! 

In  closing  this  part  of  the  work  assigned  us,  we  would  present  a  few 
resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  conference,  in  relation  to  visiting  the 
schools,  forming  Bible  classes,  and  enforcing  catechetical  instruction,  if 
such  obligations  were  not  already  most  solemnly  laid  upon  every  Meth- 
odist pi'eacher  by  the  disciplinary  regulations  to  which  he  has  volunta- 
rily subscribed.  We  forbear,  therefore,  to  add  more  than  a  solitary 
reflection  :  the  present  growing  prosperity  in  the  Sabbath-school  cause 
in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  a  great  degree,  is  traceable,  no 
doubt,  to  the  precedent  exercise  of  an  agency,  the  wisdom  of  which 
cannot  be  too  highly  eulogized,  while  we  deem  it  prudent  not  to  name 
the  agent,  lest  we  thereby  set  a  precedent  which  in  coming  years  might 
be  a  heavy  tax  on  an  honest  committee,  or  render  the  misfortunes  of 
inefiiciency  an  intolerable  burden. 

Praying  that  the  cause  may  always  meet  the  favour  its  importance 
merits,  until  it  has  contributed  its  full  share  in  the  evangelization  of  the 
world,  we  respectfully  submit  the  result  of  our  labours  in  proposing  the 
following  amendments  to  the  Constitution  of  the  Sunday-School  Union 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  recommended  by  the  Board  of 
Managers,  and  to  the  Discipline  of  the  Chmxh. 

I.  In  regard  to  the  Constitution. 

1.  That  Art.  III.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  last  sentence,  and  in- 
serting "  each  annual  conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
shall  be  entitled  to  elect  a  vice-president." 

2.  That  Art.  V.  be  amended  by  erasing  the  term  "twenty-four,"  in 
the  sixth  line,  and  inserting  "  thirty-six ;"  and  also  by  erasing  the 
words  "  and  county"  from  the  seventh  line. 

3.  That  Art.  VI.  be  amended  by  erasing  from  the  first  and  second 
lines  the  words,  "  on  the  second  Wednesday  in  April,"  and  inserting 
"  in  the  second  week  in  January." 

II.  In  regard  to  the  Discipline. 

1.  On  page  25,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  3,  question  lY,  let  the  question  be: 
"  What  has  been  contributed  for  the  support  of  missions,  what  for  the 
Sunday-School  Union,  what  for  the  publication  and  circulation  of  tracts, 
and  what  to  aid  the  American  Bible  Society  ?" 

2.  On  page  45,  in  chap,  i,  sec.  10,  answer  16,  line  3  from  the  top, 
under  the  head  of  "Duties  of  those  who  have  charge   of  Circuits," 
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after  the  word  "same"  insert  the  words,  "to  his  annual  conference, 
according  to  the  form  published  by  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ;"  and  strike  out  all  after  the  word 
"  tracts." 

3.  On  page  62,  chap,  i,  sec.  16,  eighteenth  line  from  the  top,  let  it 
read,  "  Each  quarterly  conference  shall  have  supervision  of  all  the 
Sunday  schools  and  Sunday-school  societies  within  its  bounds,  Avhich 
schools  and  societies  shall  be  auxiliary,"  &c. 

4.  On  page  31,  chap,  i,  sec.  5,  after  the  word  "circuit,"  in  the  third 
line  from  the  top  of  the  page,  read :  "  and  male  superintendents  of 
Sunday  schools  who  are  in  full  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  ;  provided  that  where  there  are  two  or  more,  the  principal 
superintendent  only  shall  be  a  member  of  the  quarterly  conference." 
[Laid  on  the  table.] 

6.  On  page  63,  chap,  i,  sec.  16,  answer  2,  fourth  line  from  the  top, 
that  all  after  the  word  "conference"  be  erased  ;  and  on  page  45,  chap,  i, 
sec.  1,  after  answer  16,  read:  "  Ans.  17.  To  take  an  annual  coUeclion 
in  each  of  his  appointments  in  behalf  of  our  Sunday-School  Union." 
This  will,  of  course,  require  that  answers  17  and  18,  as  they  now  stand, 
be  numbered  18  and  19. 

In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

C.  Cooke,  Chairman. 
Pittsburgh,  May  24,  1848, 


F.— REPORT  ON  TRACTS. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts  have  had  the  latter 
subject  under  consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as 
their  report : — 

The  Rev.  John  Wesley  might  be  regarded  as  the  parent  of  that  ad- 
mirable plan  of  disseminating  knowledge  and  doing  good  by  the  circu- 
lation of  small  printed  documents  called  tracts,  the  utility  of  which  is 
now  so  generally  admitted,  had  not  One,  whose  sandals  even  Wesley 
was  not  worthy  to  bear,  adopted  the  expedient  more  than  eighteen 
centuries  since.  The  Holy  Volume,  now  and  always  a  imit  in  truth,  is 
not  so  in  the  dates  of  its  parts,  nor  in  the  character  of  its  compositions. 
It  is  a  volume  of  tracts,  brought  out  at  diflPerent  and  distinct  periods,  iu 
different  countries,  and  in  divers  forms  j  and  in  the  manner  of  coming 
into  the  possession  of  mankind,  exhibiting  no  less  wisdom  than  in  the 
character  of  its  revelations.  We  cannot  say,  that  when  nearly  every 
instrumentality  adapted  to  promote  the  salvation  of  the  world  was  sleep- 
ing in  profound  inefficiency,  the  fact  alluded  to  awoke  in  the  breast  of 
our  distinguished  founder  the  idea  that  tracts  would  be  as  efhcient  in 
doing  good  in  the  eighteenth  century  as  in  the  first ;  but  it  is  certain 
that  in  this  way,  or  in  some  other,  the  philanthropy  of  that  great 
reformer  was  directed  to  tract  circulation  as  a  great  auxiliary  to  the 
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■work  of  preaching  the  gospel.  Others  have  seen  the  wisdom  of  the 
plan,  and  arc  operating  upon  it  with  unexampled  success.  The  Ameri- 
can Tract  Society,  which  has  held  its  twenty-third  anniversary  since 
the  commencement  of  om-  session,  reports  its  receipts  for  the  last  year 
at  $237,290  94,  more  than  a  hundred  thousand  of  which  were  dona- 
tions, the  remainder  the  proceeds  of  sales.  In  one  year  it  has  cir- 
culated 6,987,202  pubHcations,  making  211,730,285  pages,  which, 
added  to  the  circulation  of  former  years,  makes  the  whole  amount  of 
pages  in  twenty-three  years  two  thousand  and  thirty-five  million!;,  nine 
hundred  and  one  thousand.,  three  hundred  and  twenty-six !  In  this 
organization  several  denominations,  as  such,  and  many  individuals  of 
others  unite,  while  besides  these  there  are  several  ecclesiastical  denomi- 
national societies.  That  a  vast  amount  of  good  is  done  by  the  Ameri- 
can association,  and  also  by  such  as  are  more  isolated,  there  can 
be  no  reasonable  doubt.  It  is  a  question  worthy  of  our  consideration, 
Ought  we  to  merge  our  energies  in  the  former,  or  follow  the  example 
of  the  latter  ?  For  many  reasons  there  should  be  but  one  response 
to  this  question.  God  has  given  us  a  work  to  do  ;  and  while  we  wish 
well  to,  and  pray  for  the  success  of  others,  let  us  do  our  own  work  in 
our  own  way. 

The  Discipline  makes  it  the  duty  of  those  who  have  charge  of  cir- 
cviits  to  encourage  the  distribution  of  tracts,  by  foi-ming  societies 
and  making  collections  for  this  object,  in  such  way  as  the  annual  con- 
ferences to  which  they  belong  direct.  But,  though  four  of  the  bishops, 
in  March,  1845,  caused  to  be  published  a  circular,  calling  attention  to 
the  rule,  and  to  the  importance  of  the  work  it  enjoins,  it  is  to  be  feared 
that  there  is  much  less  done  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
this  department  of  Christian  enterprise  than  should  be  expected.  As 
already  remarked,  it  is  a  method  of  doing  good  commended  to  us  by 
the  example  of  our  own  Wesley,  and  by  its  obvious  facilities  for  the 
achievement  of  great  results  by  limited  means.  And  surely  no  Church 
has  better  opportunities  to  wield  this  instrumentality  with  efficiency 
than  ours,  our  itinerant  system  giving  us  a  kind  of  omnipresence,  of 
which  other  denominations,  whatever  other  advantages  they  may  have, 
cannot  boast.  It  is  the  opinion  of  your  committee,  therefore,  that  there 
should  be  incorporated  in  the  Discipline  something  more  in  detail 
than  we  find,  and  which  shall  be  obligatory  upon  preachers  in  charge, 
though  the  annual  conferences  should  wholly  neglect  to  act  in  the 
premises. 

Invoking  the  blessing  of  God  on  his  Church  in  every  lawful  effort  to 
promote  the  great  ends  of  her  organization,  and  especially  in  sowing 
broadcast  the  precious  seed  by  means  of  tract  distribution,  we  submit 
for  your  action  our  report,  recommending  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  conferences  in  Gene- 
ral Conference  assembled,  That  the  Discipline  be  amended,  by  inserting 
after  the  fifteenth  answer  to  the  first  question  of  section  10,  chapter  i, 
the  following  as  the  16th  answer  : — 

"  If  the  annual  conference  to  which  he  belongs  should  not  give  any 
directions  on  the  subject,  to  take  up  a  collection  in  the  course  of  the 
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year,  or  raise  a  subscription,  as  he  may  judge  expedient,  the  proceeds 
of  which  shall  be  at  his  disposal  in  the  purchase  and  distribution  of 
tracts."     Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  Cooke,  Chairman. 
riTTsnuRGH,  Pa.,  May  2-i,  18i8. 


G.— REPORT  ON  TEMPERANCE. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  submit  for  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference  the  following  as  their  last  report : — 

It  affords  us  great  pleasure  to  announce,  that  within  the  last  twenty 
years  the  doctrines  of  the  temperance  reformation  have  been  dissemi- 
nated throughout  the  civilized  world,  and  in  many  countries  they  have 
exerted  a  most  powerful  and  salutary  influence  over  all  classes  of  the 
people.  Temperance,  we  believe,  is  one  of  the  practical  features  of  our 
common  Christianity,  and  should  combine  the  energies  and  zeal  of 
all  pious  people  in  its  support  and  promotion.  By  its  insti-umentalities 
unnumbered  thousands  have  been  rescued  from  the  most  hideous  forms 
of  vice — from  degradation,  poverty,  and  wretchedness  ;  and  their  com- 
fortable and  smiling  families  attest  the  importance  of  their  reformation. 
This  cause  has  not  only  arrested  and  rolled  back  the  desolating  tide  of 
intemperance,  but  it  has  spread  innumerable  blessings  in  its  pathway : 
being  often  followed  by  revivals  of  experimental  religion,  it  secures  the 
interests  of  its  subjects,  under  God,  both  in  this  life  and  in  that  which  is 
to  come. 

The  great  truth,  that  alcoholic  drinks  are  never  necessary  for  persons 
in  health,  but  always  injurious,  has  been  freely  discussed  in  all  circles  of 
society ;  and  vast  multitudes  of  moderate  drinkers  have  been  brought 
under  its  influence,  and  now  advocate  and  practice  total  abstinence  from 
all  intoxicating  liquors.     In  all  this  we  do  rejoice. 

We  proclaim  with  peculiar  satisfaction  that  we  now  have  Mr.  Wes- 
ley's rule  on  spirituous  liquors  restored  to  our  General  Rules.  This 
was  done  by  a  vote  of  two  thousand  and  eleven  to  twenty-one  in  the  an- 
nual conferences.  This  overwhelming  majority  may  be  considered  as 
full  proof  that  the  making,  vending,  or  using  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage  are  judged  to  be  unchristian  practices  by  American  Method- 
ists, and  ought  not  to  be  tolerated  in  the  Church  of  God. 

Your  committee  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  &c.,  That  while  we  recognise  the  good  hand  of  our 
God  in  giving  success  to  the  temperance  enterprise  in  former  years, 
we  deem  it  our  special  duty,  at  the  present  time,  to  send  up  our  most 
fervent  prayers,  and  to  put  forth  our  utmost  Christian  endeavours  to 
secure  the  complete  triumph  of  this  great  cause  ;  and  that  we  most 
earnestly  recommend  to  all  the  annual  conferences  to  adopt  such 
measures  as  they  shall  deem  best  calculated  to  advance  this  very 
desirable  object. 
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2.  Resolved,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  design  of  the  New- 
York  Temperance  Society,  based  on  Christian  principles,  and  should  re- 
joice to  see  similar  associations  organized  throughout  the  country. 

Joshua  Monroe, 
John  F.  Wright, 
■  John  Bowen, 
G.  Webber, 
J.  Dodge, 
B.  Creagh, 
L,  A.  Eddy, 


H.— FINAL  REPORT— ON  THE  STATE  OF  THE  CHURCH. 

The  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church,  after  a  full  and  careful 
examination  of  all  the  sources  of  information  within  their  reach,  including, 
as  they  believe,  all  that  are  essential  to  a  just  understanding  of  the 
subjects  hereinafter  named,  do  recommend  to  this  body  the  adoption  of 
the  following  as  their  final  report : — 

1.  We  claim  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  exists  as  a 
distinct  and  separate  ecclesiastical  communion  solely  by  the  act  and 
deed  of  the  individual  ministers  and  members  constituting  said  Church. 

In  support  of  this  position  we  set  forth  the  following  facts.  On  the 
fifth  day  of  June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  John  Ear- 
ly, W.  A.  Smith,  Thomas  Crowder,  and  Leroy  M.  Lee,  of  the  Virginia 
Conference  ;  H.  B.  Bascom,  William  Gunn,  H.  H.  Kavanaugh,  Edward 
Stevenson,  B.  T.  Crouch,  and  G.  W.  Brush,  of  the  Kentucky  Confer- 
ence ;  W.  W.  Redman,  William  Patton,  J.  C.  Benyman,  and  J.  M. 
Jameson,  of  the  Missouri  Conference  ;  E.  F.  Sevie;-,  S.  Patton,  and 
Thomas  Stringfield,  of  the  Holston  Conference  ;  G.  F.  Pierce,  Wil- 
liam J.  Parks,  L.  Pierce,  J.  W.  Glenn,  J.  L.  Evans,  and  A.  B.  Long- 
street,  of  the  Georgia  Conference  ;  James  Jamicson,  Peter  Doub,  and 
B.  T.  Blake,  of  the  North  Carolina  Conference  ;  J.  Stamper,  of  the 
Illinois  Conference  ;  G.  W.  D.  Harris,  Wm.  M'Mahan,  Thomas  Joy- 
ner,  and  S.  S.  Moody,  of  tiie  Memphis  Conference ;  John  C.  Parker, 
William  P.  Radclifte,  and  Andrew  Hunter,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference; 
William  Winans,  B.  M.  Drake,  John  Lane,  and  G.  M.  Rogers,  of  the 
Mississippi  Conference ;  Littleton  Fowler,  of  the  Texas  Conference, 
Jesse  Boring,  Jefferson  Hamilton,  W.  Murrah,  and  G.  Garrett,  of  the 
Alabama  Conference  ;  Robert  Paine,  John  B.  M'Feriin,  A.  L.  P.  Green, 
and  T.  Maddin,  of  the  Tennessee  Conference ;  and  W.  Capers,  Wm.  M. 
Wightman,  Charies  Betts,  S.  Dunwody,  and  H.  A.  C.  Walker,  of  the 
South  Carolina  Conference,  did  present  to  the  General  Conference, 
then  in  session  in  the  city  of  New-York,  the  following  declaration,  to 
wit :  "  That  the  continued  agitation  of  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition 
in  a  portion  of  the  Church,  the  frequent  action  on  that  subject  in  the 
General  Conference,  and  especially  the  extra-judicial  proceedings 
against  Bishop  Andrew,  which  resulted,  on  Saturday  last,  in  the  virtual 
suspension  of  him  from  his  office  as  superintendent,  must  produce  a 
state  of  things  in  the  South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 
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diction  of  that  General  Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states,"  from  which 
it  is  evident  that  they  sought  tlieir  remedies  for  alleged  grievances,  not 
in  anv  constitutional  acts,  but  in  a  violation  of  the  integiity  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

And  further,  on  the  sixth  day  of  June  in  the  year  above  written,  the 
above-named  gentlemen,  and  N.  C.  Berryman,  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence ;  I.  T.  Cooper,  "VV.  Cooper,  T.  J.  Thompson,  and  Henry  White, 
of  the  Philadelphia  Conference ;  E.  W.  Sehon,  of  the  Ohio  Conference, 
and  T.  Neal  and  T.  Sovereign,  of  tlie  New-Jersey  Conference,  in  ad- 
dition, presented  a  protest  to  the  above-named  General  Conference 
against  its  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  in  which  they  assert, 
"  If  the  compromise  law  be  either  repealed,  or  allowed  to  remain  a 
dead  letter,  the  South  cannot  submit,  and  the  absolute  necessity/  of  a  di- 
vi&ion  is  already  dated."  Now,  while  Ave  wholly  deny  the  existence  of 
any  "  compromise  law,"  in  the  sense  here  claimed,  the  indication  in  this 
extract,  and  indeed  in  the  whole  document,  of  a  purpose  upon  the  part 
of  these  protesting  brethren  to  secure  a  division  of  the  Church,  is  too 
plain  to  be  mistaken. 

And  further,  at  the  close  of  the  General  Conference,  on  the  eleventh 
day  of  June,  and  year  above  mentioned,  fifty-one  of  the  above-named 
brethren  assembled  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and  by  formal  resolution, 
recommended  to  the  Southern  Conferences  the  appointment  of  dele- 
gales  to  a  convention,  to  commence  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  on  the 
lirst  day  of  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty -five,  said 
delegates  to  be  instructed  "  on  the  points  on  which  action  is  contem- 
plated, conforming  their  instructions,  as  far  as  possible,  to  the  opinions 
and  wishes  of  the  membership  within  their  several  conference  bounds." 
And  the  said  brethren  issued  from  this  unauthorized  meeting  an  address, 
in  which  they  call  the  attention  of  Soutliern  Methodists  "  to  the  •proscrip- 
tion and  disability  under  which  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Church 
must,  of  necessity,  labour  in  view  of  the  action  alluded  to,  unless  some 
measures  are  adopted  to  free  the  minority  of  the  South  from  the  op- 
pressive jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  North  in  this  respect ;"  and 
they  declare  "  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day  as  inevit- 
able." There  is,  therefore,  no  room  to  doubt  that  the  appointed  Louis- 
ville Convention  was  one  of  those  leading  "  measures "  adopted  by 
these  fifty-one  brethren  for  the  express  purpose  of  freeing  the  minority  of 
the  South  from  what  they  are  pleased  to  term  "  the  oppressive  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  majority  in  the  North,"  and  that  the  contemplated  separa- 
ration,  if  it  actually  occurred,  must  be  the  legitimate  result  of  these 
premature  preliminary  arrangements. 

And  further,  the  several  annual  conferences  now  included  in  the 
Church  South  did,  at  their  meetings,  successively,  of  their  own  will  and 
accord,  vote  to  approve  the  holding  of  the  Louisville  Convention,  for  the 
purposes  proposed  by  the  members  of  the  aforesaid  meeting  at  New- 
York,  appointed  delegates  to  said  convention,  and,  in  various  forms  of 
expression,  directly  assumed,  as  far  as  they  were  able,  the  responsibility 
of  the  dismemberment  of  the  Church  evidently  contemplated  in  the  ap- 
pointment of  said  Louisville  Convention. 
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In  the  mean  time  Bishop  Soiile  wrote  to  Bishop  Andrew,  requesting 
him  to  resume  episcopal  functions,  and,  in  the  character  and  office  of  a 
bishop,  to  attend  the  sessions  of  annual  conferences,  whicli  he  did, 
though  said  act  was  clearly  in  contravention  of  the  expressed  will  of  the 
General  Conference,  "  that  he  desist  from  the  exercise  of  the  "  episco- 
pal "  office  so  long  as  the  impediment  "  of  slaveholding  "  remained." 
By  which  acts  both  Bishop  Soule  and  Bishop  Andrew  openly  repudi- 
ated the  authority  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episco- 
pal Church. 

And  further,  in  the  convention  assembled  at  Louisville  in  May,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  delegates  from  the  following 
conferences,  namely,  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Holston,  Tennessee,  North 
Carolina,  Memphis,  Arkansas,  Virginia,  Mississippi,  Texas,  Alabama, 
Georgia,  South  Carolina,  Florida,  and  Indian  Mission,  Bishops  Soule  and 
Andrew  presiding,  did  formally  resolve  "  That  it  is  right,  expedient, 
and  necessary  to  erect  the  annual  conferences  represented  in  this  con- 
vention into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connexion,  separate  from  the  juris- 
diction of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chui-ch, 
as  at  present  constituted,"  and  they  did  "  solemnly  declare  the  jurisdic- 
tion hitherto  exercised  over  said  annual  conferences  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  entirely  dissolved  ;  and 
that  said  annual  conferences  shall  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  constituted 
a  separate  ecclesiastical  connexion."  Accordingly  a  delegated  General 
Conference  from  the  annual  conferences  above  named,  held  at  Peters- 
burgh,  Virginia,  May,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-six,  did 
assume  the  powers  and  privileges  of  authorized  representatives  of  a 
separate  ecclesiastical  connexion,  under  the  style  and  denomination  of 
"  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  to  which  Church  manv  of  the 
former  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  ('hurch, 
some  evidently  from  choice,  and  others  from  the  force  of  circumstances 
■which  they  felt  themselves  unable  to  i-esist,  did,  formally  or  informally, 
attach  themselves,  thereby  withdrawing  themselves  f)-om  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Finally,  while  a  clearly  marked  line  of  history,  extending  from  the 
first-named  declaration  to  the  final  action  of  the  General  Conference  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  shows  the  independent  action 
of  the  ministers  and  members  of  said  Church  in  its  organization,  we 
affirm  it  to  be  impossible  to  point  to  any  act  of  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  erecting  or  authorizing  said  Church  ; 
nor  has  the  said  General  Conference,  or  any  individual,  or  any  number 
of  individuals,  any  right,  constitutional  or  otherwise,  to  extend  official 
sanction  to  any  act  tending  directly  or  indirectly  to  the  dismemberment 
of  the  Church. 

2.  In  view  of  the  formal  declaration  of  the  brethren  herein  first 
named,  that  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference,  especially  the  act 
in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  "must  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the 
South  which  renders  a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General 
Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of 
the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states  " — fearing  that  ministers  and 
members    of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  would,  according  to  the 
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opinion  expressed  in  the  declaration  above  qnotcd,  deem  it  necessary 
to  erect  themselves  into  a  separate  and  independent  Cliurcli  in  the 
intervals  of  General  Conference  sessions,  when  no  remedies  for  so 
great  an  evil  could  be  provided  in  time,  and  desiring,  as  far  as  prac- 
ticable, in  accordance  witli  suggestions  made  by  brethren  fi'om  the 
South,  to  adopt  measures  calculated  to  pacify  our  members  and  min- 
isters in  the  South  ;  the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  New- 
York,  A.  D.,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  did  propose  a 
Plan  for  the  adjustment  of  relations  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  her  separating  members  and  ministers,  when  such  sepa- 
ration should,  by  their  own  act  and  deed,  if  at  all,  occur.  Said  Plan, 
based  entirely  upon  the  above  first-named  declaration  of  the  delegates 
from  thirteen  specified  and  above-wTitten  conferences  in  tlie  slave- 
holding  states  having  relation  to  those  conferences,  and  to  no  others, 
proposed  an  amicable  division  of  territory  between  them  and  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Cliurch,  as  follows  : — "  The  northern  boundary  "  of  the 
prospective  new  Churcli  to  be  fixed  at  the  northern  extremities  of  those 
"  societies,  stations,  and  conferences,"  a  majority  of  whose  members 
should,  of  their  own  free  will  and  accord,  vote  to  adhere  to  the  said 
Southern  Church ;  and  ministers,  travelling  and  local,  to  be  allowed  to 
remain  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  attach  themselves  to 
the  "  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  at  discretion.  And  said 
Plan  further  'proposed  to  make  over  and  give  to  the  prospective  "  South- 
ern Church  so  much  of  the  capital  and  produce  of  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern  as  will,  with  the  notes,  book-accounts,  presses,"  &c.,  in 
the  South,  due  and  belonging  to  the  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist 
E])iscopal  Church,  (the  transfer  of  which  is  provided  for  in  the  fourth 
article  of  said  Plan,)  "  bear  the  same  proportion  to  the  whole  property 
of  said  Concern  that  the  travelling  preachers  in  the  Southern  Church 
shall  bear  to  all  the  travelling  preachei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church."  And  said  Plan  iwxihav proposed,  that  "the  Book  Agents  at 
New-York  be  directed  to  make  such  compensation  to  the  conferences 
South  for  their  dividend  from  the  Chartered  Fund  as  the  commissioners 
to  be  provided  for  shall  agree  upon." 

But  the  whole  of  this  Plan  was  expressly  or  otherwise  conditional, 
as  follows,  namely  : — 

(1.)  That  the  asserted  "  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  renders  a 
continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  that  General  Conference  over  these 
conferences  inconsistent  with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slave- 
holding  states"  should  be  "produced'^  by  the  action  of  the  General 
Conference  in  the  cases  referred  to. 

(2.)  That  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  annual  conferences 
should,  "  at  their  first  approaching  sessions,"  concur  in  the  vote  of,  at 
least,  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference  so  to  alter  "  the  sixth  re- 
strictive article  "  of  the  Discipline  as  to  add  to  it  the  following  words, 
to  wit :  "  and  to  such  other  purposes  as  may  be  determined  upon  by 
the  votes  of  two-thirds  of  the  members  of  the  General  Conference  ;" 
it  being  certain  that  should  such  vote  be  refused  by  the  annual  con- 
ferences, the  financial  part  of  the  Plan  could  not  go  into  effect,  Avhich 
financial  part  was  deemed  by  both  parties  essential  to  the  Plan ;  and  it 
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being  probable  that  those  who  were  opposed  to  the  Plan  as  a  -whole, 
would  vote  against  the  change  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article. 

(3.)  It  wasdearly  and  necessarily  implied,  that  the  friendship  and 
fidelity  of  the  parties  should  be  evinced  by  voluntarily  keeping  inviolate 
the  principles  and  ordinances  of  the  Plan,  pending  the  settlement 
of  the  important  conditions  upon  which  its  validity  and  binding  force 
depended. 

In  support  of  the  above  statement  of  facts,  we  refer  expressly  to  the 
aforementioned  declaration  of  the  fifty-two  southern  brethren,  and  to 
the  report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  presented  to  the  General  Con- 
ference of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  the  seventh  day  of  June, 
1844. 

And  further,  it  will  be  obsen^ed  that  the  declaring  brethren  of  the 
South  did  not  claim  that  a  state  of  things  ahead;/  existed,  that  required 
any  separation  of  the  South  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  or  that  required  the  positive  enactment  of  any  un- 
conditional plan  of  such  separation.  They  only  asserted  that  (in  their 
opinion,  of  course)  certain  acts  of  the  General  Conference  "  77iust  j)i'0- 
duce  "  this  state  of  things.  And  hence  they  did  not  proceed  upon  the 
supposition  that  they  were  the  official  judges  of  the  facts,  which  might 
require  the  separation  of  the  southern  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  from  her  jurisdiction.  It  is  true  that  the 
report  of  the  Committee  of  Nine,  as  it  was  first  presented,  made  these 
delegates  from  the  thirteen  Conferences  South  the  judges  of  that  ne- 
cessity ;  but  it  was  so  changed  as  to  leave  the  question  to  the  annual 
conferences  from  which  they  came,  thus  showing  that  the  General 
Conference  would  by  no  means  allow  this  question  of  necessity  to  be 
decided  by  these  men.  From  all  of  which  it  appears  that  the  Plan 
proposed  rested,  not  on  the  present  or  future  existence  of  any  state 
of  excitement  in  the  South,  which  might  be  produced  by  causes 
entirely  apart  from  the  General  Conference,  but  upon  the  production 
of  such  a  state  of  things  as  was  predicted  hij  the  acts  of  the  General  Con- 
ference alone.  Certainly  if,  upon  returning  to  their  charges,  our 
southern  brethren  had-  found  that  no  such  "  state  of  things"  as  they 
bad  supposed  existed,  and  hence  no  separation  had  occuired,  the^J  would 
not  assert  the  validity  of  the  proposed  Plan ;  and  if  it  would  have  been 
of  no  binding  force  in  the  absence  of  the  predicted  necessity,  pro- 
duced solely  by  the  action  of  the  General  Conference,  it  follows  inevit- 
ably that  such  necessity  so  produced  was  an  indispensable  condition  of 
the  Plan.  And  though  this  necessity  had  actually  been  so  produced, 
and  the  southern  ministers  and  members  had  actually  separated  on  this 
ground  alone,  in  this  case  one  of  the  conditions  of  the  Plan  would  have 
been  met,  we  nevertheless  affirm  that  in  failure  of  this  condition  the 
Plan  became  invalid,  though  every  other  condition  of  it  had  been  literally 
fulfilled. 

And  further,  in  proof  that  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  sixth 
restrictive  article  of  the  Disciphne  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  this 
Plan  as  a  whole,  we  refer  to  the  third  resolution  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  of  Nine,  in  which  it  is  expressly  asserted.  Also  to  the 
published  speech   of   Rev.  Dr.  (now  Bishop)  Paine,  from  which  the 
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following  language  was  reported  : — "  This  separation  would  not  be 
effected  by  the  passage  of  those  resolutions  through  the  General  Con- 
ference. They  must  pass  the  annual  conferences,  beginning  at  New- 
York,  and  when  they  came  round  to  the  South,  the  preachers  there 
would  think  and  deliberate  and  feel  the  pulse  of  public  sentiment, 
and  of  the  members  of  the  Church,  and  act  in  the  fear  of  God,  and  with 
a  single  desire  for  his  glory."  Every  word  of  which,  in  its  connexion, 
would  be  entirely  incompatible  with  the  idea  that  he  referred  merely 
to  an  e.xtension  of  the  power  of  the  General  Conference  in  relation  to 
the  appropriation  of  funds ;  but  it  is  perfectly  consistent  with  the  doc- 
trine liere  asserted,  that  a  vote  on  the  change  of  that  restrictive  article 
was  imderstood  to  be  a  vote  on  the  merits  of  the  Plan  as  a  whole.  So, 
we  believe,  many  of  the  members  of  the  annual  conferences  regarded 
it,  and  hence  so  many  of  them  voted  against  it  as  to  defeat  the  meas- 
ure. Indeed,  so  essential  to  the  Plan  did  our  southern  brethren  con- 
sider this  change  of  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  that  they  never  have, 
in  any  way,  signified  their  willingness  to  accept  of  the  Plan  without  it. 
With  this  agrees  perfectly  the  address  of  the  above-named  fifty-one 
brethren,  from  their  meeting  in  New- York,  held  the  11th  day  of  June, 
1844,  in  which  they  hold  the  following  language: — "It  afitbrds  us 
pleasure  to  state  that  there  were  those  found  among  the  majority  who 
met  this  proposition  (the  Plan,  not  "  of  formal  and  specific  separations," 
but  to  provide  for  the  results  of  separation,  should  it  occur  under  the 
necessity  above  explained)  with  every  manifestation  of  justice  and 
liberality.  And  should  a  similar  spirit  be  exhibited  by  the  annual 
conferences  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for  in 
the  Plan  itself,  there  will  remain  no  legal  impediment  to  its  peaceful 
consummation." 

But  "  if  a  similar  spirit  should "  not  "  be  exhibited  by  the  annual 
conferences  in  the  North,  when  submitted  to  them,  as  provided  for 
in  the  Plan  itself,"  then,  of  course,  by  the  showing  of  these  fifty-one 
southern  brethren,  "  there  will  remain  a  legal  impediment  to  its 
peaceful  consummation  "  as  a  Plan.  It  is  true  that  the  question  of  a 
ratification  of  the  Plan  was  not  directly,  and  in  so  many  words,  sub- 
mitted to  the  annual  conferences ;  but  it  is  evident  that,  in  the  honest 
opinion  of  these  southern  brethren,  it  was  in  effect  so  submitted.  Nor 
could  it  by  possibility  have  been  otherwise,  from  the  language  of  the 
Plan,  which  submits  an  amendment  of  the  Discipline  absolutely  essen- 
tial to  the  Plan  as  a  whole,  the  preachers  being  obliged  to  vote  upon 
said  amendment  in  view  of  its  bearing  upon  the  whole  Plan,  and  the 
failure  of  said  amendment  rendering  the  Plan  as  a  whole  entirely- 
unsatisfactory  to  the  South :  therefore,  in  the  event  of  a  failure 
of  three-fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  annual  conferences — the 
Southern  conferences  included — "at  their  first  approaching  sessions," 
to  vote  for  the  change  proposed  in  the  sixth  restrictive  article,  said  Plan 
would  be  as  a  whole,  and  hence  of  necessity  in  its  details,  rendered  null 
and  void. 

And  further,  we  claim  that  the  position  that  a  sacred,  though  volun- 
tary observance  of  the  requirements  of  the  proposed  Plan  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  the  brethren  South  who  should 
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separate  from  her,  was  a  fundamental  condition  of  the  Plan,  is  a  clear 
and  imdeniable  inference  from  the  whole  design  and  scope  of  said  Plan. 
It  was  as  its  friends  openly  claimed,  a  peace  measure.  It  was 
designed  to  prevent  aggressions  from  either  part)',  and  thus  to  prevent 
unchristian  feelings  and  angry  collisions  between  those  who  claimed  to 
be  brethren.  If,  therefore,  this  great  object,  lying  at  the  very  founda- 
tion of  the  scheme,  and  in  the  light  of  which  alone  any  part  of  it  has 
the  least  significancy,  were  disregarded  or  trampled  under  foot  by 
either  party,  the  other,  as  a  whole,  and  every  individual  of  them,  would 
be  entirely  absolved  from  all  obligations  to  it  whatsoever.  If,  there- 
fore, this  shall  be  found  to  have  been  done,  then,  though  all  other  con- 
ditions of  the  Plan  were  certainly  fulfilled,  it  will  be,  to  all  intents  and 
purposes,  null  and  void. 

Finally,  it  has  fully  appeared,  that  to  meet  in  what  was  then  sup- 
posed to  be  the  best  manner  possible,  the  disastrous  results  of  a  violent 
dismemberment  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  should  it  occur, 
and  provide  for  an  amicable  adjustment  of  all  relations  between  the 
two  parties,  this  provisional  Plan  was  adopted  by  the  General  Confer- 
ence at  its  session  in  the  year  1844 — that  to  provide  for,  or  sanction  a 
division  of  said  Church  was  therefore  no  part  of  the  intentions  of  said 
General  Conference.  And  that  it  rested  upon  three  distinct  and 
fundamental  conditions,  the  failure  of  either  of  tvhich  must  be  fatal  to 
its  validity  and  binding  force.  And  though,  in  the  light  of  four  years' 
history,  we  are  fully  convinced  that  the  act  implied  a  degree  of  faith  in 
men  not  justified  by  tlie  facts,  and  under  all  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  it  was  not  adapted  to  secure  its  intended  results,  we  cannot 
for  a  moment  question  the  Christian  Hberality  in  which  it  had 
its  origin. 

3.  It  is  evident  to  us,  that  the  acts  of  the  General  Conference  com- 
plained of  did  not  produce  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  which  render- 
ed a  continuance  of  the  jurisdiction  of  said  conference  "inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states."  Three- 
fourths  of  the  members  of  all  the  annual  conferences  did  not  concur 
in  the  vote  to  alter  the  sixth  restrictive  rule,  and  thus  sanction  the  Plan, 
for  the  accommodation  of  which  said  alteration  was  asked.  And  the 
conditions  and  requirements  of  said  Plan  have  been  violated,  and  hence 
said  Plan  is  [and,  from  the  first  failure  of  the  conditions  of  said  Plan,  or 
either  of  them,  has  been]  null  and  void. 

In  support  of  which  we  offer  the  following  facts : — 

After  the  adoption  of  the  proposition  for  a  peace  measure,  and  pro- 
viding for  its  final  ratification  and  use,  in  case  the  predicted  separation 
should  occur,  it  would,  as  we  humbly  conceive,  have  been  in  perfect 
conformity  to  said  peaceful  arrangement  for  the  Southern  delegates  to 
have  used  their  utmost  endeavours,  as  some  of  them  assured  us  they 
would  do,  to  quiet  the  public  mind  in  the  South  ;  and  entering  instantly 
upon  their  regular  work,  to  have  met  every  act  of  resentment,  and 
every  appearance  of  insubordination  to  the  authorities  of  the  Church, 
with  a  calm,  dignified,  and  determined  resistance — to  have  defended 
the  General  Conference  so  far  as  they  could  conscientiously  do  so,  and 
themselves  to  the  utmost ;  for  doing  which  their  motions,  speeches, 
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votes,  declaration,  and  protest,  furnished  ample  materials.  To  have 
adopted  this  course  would,  we  believe,  have  been  doing  no  more  tlian 
to  meet  the  just  expectations  excited  by  their  peaceful  protestations 
upon  the  conference  floor  and  elsewheie,  both  before  and  after  the 
vote  upon  the  proposed  pacific  plan,  and  their  avowed  attachment  to 
the  Church  of  their  choice,  in  its  uninterrupted  integrity.  But  if  aciice 
peace  measures  had  been  either  incompatible  with  their  private  opinions 
or  self-respect,  or  inconvenient  under  their  peculiar  circumstances, 
they,  as  we  verily  believe,  might  have  avoided  all  acts  preparatory  to 
the  excitement  of  the  public  mind,  and  leading  directly  or  indirectly  to 
the  division  of  the  Church  ;  by  doing  which  they  would  have  given  to 
the  world  an  example  of  moderation  under  circumstances  confessedly 
difficult  and  trying,  worthy  of  all  commendation,  and  afforded  an  op- 
portunity for  a  free,  spontaneous,  and  in  due  time  decisive  verdict  of 
Southern  Methodists,  upon  the  question  whether  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference  had,  and  "  must  necessarily  "  have,  "  produced  a 
state  of  things  in  the  South  which  rendered  a  continuance  of  the  juris- 
diction of  that  General  Conference  over  these  conferences  inconsistent 
with  the  success  of  the  ministry  in  the  slaveholding  states."  This,  we 
claim  and  assert,  the  ilethodist  Episcopal  Church  had  a  right  to  exact 
of  them,  in  order  to  a  just  estimate  of  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  conscientious  and  legitimate  action  of  her  highest  judicatory  had 
placed  her  in  relation  to  her  Southern  ministers  and  membership.  But, 
instead  of  this,  these  fifty-one  brethren,  by  character  and  position 
liighest  in  rank  and  influence  among  Southern  Methodists,  did,  at  a 
meeting  called  and  had  before  leaving  the  seat  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, only  ten  days  after  the  principal  action,  and  five  days  after  the 
final  action  in  the  case  of  Bishop  Andrew,  virtually  appoint  a  convention, 
to  be  held  in  Louisville,  Kentucky,  to  commence  on  the  first  of  May, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-five,  to  take  into  consideration 
the  question  of  a  division  of  the  Church,  and  thus  superinduce  the  very 
excitement  which  they  should  have  deprecated,  and  attempted  by  every 
laudable  means  in  their  power  to  allay.  Indeed  it  is  evident,  as  it 
should  have  been  foreseen,  that  the  appointment  of  that  convention 
alone  was,  under  the  circumstances,  decisive  of  the  very  question  which 
should  have  been  left  to  the  decision  of  time  under  the  action  of  all  the 
conservative  elements  available  in  the  case. 

Moreover,  from  the  said  meeting  in  New-York,  which,  if  it  occurred 
at  all,  should  have  given  utterance  only  to  counsels  peaceful  in  their 
nature  and  tendency,  and  strictly  loyal  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  an  address  was  issued  "  To  the  Ministers  and  Members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  Slaveholding  States  and  Ter- 
ritories," in  which  these  jiftij-one  brethren  say,  that  the  "  various 
action  of  the  majoritij  of  the  General  Conference,  at  its  recent  session, 
on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  abolition,  has  been  such  as  to  render  it 
necessary,  in  the  judgment  of  those  addressing  you,  to  call  attention  to 
the  proscription  and  disability/  under  which  the  southera  portion  of 
the  Church  must  of  necessity  labour  in  view  of  the  action  alluded  to, 
unless  some  measures  are  adopted  to  free  the  minority  of  the  South 
from  the  oppressive  jurisdiction  of  the  majority  in  the  North  in  this 
11 
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respect.  The  proceedings  of  the  majority,  in  several  cases  involving  the 
question  of  slavery,  ha\e  been  such  as  indicate  most  conclusively  that 
the  legislative,  judicial,  and  administrative  action  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, as  now  organized,  will  always  be  extremely  hurtful,  if  not 
finally  ruinous,  to  the  interests  of  the  Southern  portion  of  the  Church, 
and  must  necessarily  produce  a  state  of  conviction  and  feeling  in  the 
slaveholding  states  entirely  inconsistent  with  either  the  peace  or  pros- 
perity of  the  Church.  The  opinions  and  purposes  of  the  Church  in 
the  North  on  the  subject  of  slavery  are  in  direct  conflict  with  those  of 
the  South  ;  and  unless  the  South  will  submit  to  the  dictation  and  inter- 
ference of  the  North,  greatly  beyond  what  the  existnig  law  of  the 
Church  on  slavery  and  abolition  authorizes,  there  is  no  hope  of  anything 
like  union  or  harmony." 

Further,  similar  quotations  might  be  made  from  this  address,  but  we 
deem  it  unnecessary.  We  submit  it  to  a  candid  world,  whether  lan- 
guage less  respectful  to  the  Church  of  which  they  were  members,  or 
more  inflammatory  to  Southern  minds  in  the  midst  of  slavery,  could  well 
be  used.  Surely  there  is  no  room  for  surprise,  that  the  most  excited, 
meetings  soon  occurred  in  all  parts  of  the  South,  and  the  most  indignant 
resolutions  were  passed,  leading  to  a  degree  of  public  agitation  alarm- 
ing to  the  peace  of  the  Church  and  the  nation. 

But  one  more  quotation  shall  be  made,  to  show  that  these  fifty-one 
brethren  did  not  hesitate,  formally,  to  take  the  initiative  in  the  woi-k  of 
deciding  the  question  which  they  had  raised,  and  thus  actualhj.  as 
they  had  already  done  virtualhj,  give  the  full  weight  of  their  influence 
to  counteract  the  pacific  measures  which  they  had  asked  at  our  hands, 
and  for  which  they  had  just  voted  :  "  As  the  undersigned  have  had 
opportunity  and  advantages  which  those  at  a  distance  could  not  pos- 
sess, to  form  a  correct  judgment  in  the  premises,  and  it  may  be  expected 
of  them  that  they  express  their  views  fully  on  the  subject,  they 
do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  they  regard  a  separation  at  no  distant  day 
as  inevitable."  After  this  declaration,  of  what  avail  was  it  to  "  be- 
seech their  brethren  of  the  ministry  and  membership  in  the  slave- 
holding  states  to  examine  this  matter  carefully,  and  try  to  reach  the 
conclusion  most  proper  under  the  circumstances?"  or  '•  disposed,  how- 
ever, to  defer  to  the  judgment  of  the  Church,  we  leave  this  subject 
■with  you?"  The  result  was  what  must  have  been  expected.  The 
voice  of  remonstrance,  though  sincere  and  beseeching  against  the 
revolutionary  measures  urged  on  by  such  powerful  talents  and  influence, 
was  too  feeble  to  be  heard  till  the  confusion  was  over,  and  it  was  too  late. 
The  act  of  separation  was  consummated,  as  we  have  already  seen,  and 
many  thousands  hurried  out  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  into 
the  new  organization,  with  scarcely  an  opportunity  to  know  what  it 
was  for. 

We  thus  see  clearly  that  the  way  for  separation  was  prepared,  not 
by  a  state  of  things  in  the  South  "produced "  by  the  action  of 
the  General  Conference,  but  by  revolutionary  measures  adopted  by 
the  Southern  delegates  at  the  very  seat,  and  nearly  at  the  time,  of  our 
General  Conference  session.  The  success  of  the  ministry  could  not 
have  been  hindered  by  our  action  ;  for  not  only  was  there  no  instance 
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of  the  kind  alleged,  but  there  was  a  want  of  time  to  produce  any  such 
result,  before  these  fifty-one  bretliren,  by  taking  the  lead  of  the  South- 
em  mind,  anticipated  their  decision.  In  view  of  the  whole  of  which 
we  claim  and  affirm  that  the  Southern  organization  was  consummated 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  Plan  proposed  to  meet  the  results  of 
separation,  thus  reducing  it  to  a  nullity,  by  the  violation  of  its  first  great 
and  fundamental  condition.  And  we  moreover  claim  and  affirm  that  the 
veiy  acts  of  calling  the  convention  and  issuing  the  said  address,  by 
which  Southern  opinion  was  forestalled,  was  an  abandonment  of  the 
Plan  proposed  by  the  General  Conference,  and  hence,  that  for  the  reason 
above  alleged,  the  Plan  has  been  of  no  real  force  since  the  date  of  said 
call  and  address,  to  wit,  the  11th  day  of  June,  1844. 

And  further,  it  appears  from  official  returns  made  from  all  the  annual 
conferences  voting  thereon,  including  those  now  embraced  in  the  Church, 
South,  obtained  since  this  session  commenced,  that  the  required  three- 
fourths  majority  of  the  members  of  the  said  annual  conferences  has  not 
been  given,  and  hence,  that  for  this  reason,  as  shown  above,  the  Plan 
is  null  and  void. 

And  further,  from  information  officially  given  by  the  bishops  of  the 
Metliudist  Episcopal  Church,  in  answer  to  a  call  upon  them  by  the 
General  Conference  for  a  statement  of  facts  in  the  premises,  that  in 
numerous  instances  the  Plan  proposed  in  the  event  of  a  separation  has 
been  openly  violated  by  the  Southern  Church,  and  hence  that  the 
peace  upon  the  border  and  elsewhere,  which  it  was  designed  to  pro- 
mote, has  not  been  secured.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  have  claimed  a  moveable  line,  thus  transferring,  from 
one  place  to  another,  the  scenes  of  strife  and  confusion  as  fast  as 
society  majorities  could  be  obtained,  which  we  regard  and  affirm  to  be 
in  direct  contravention  of  the  most  obvious  principles  of  the  said  pro- 
visional Plan.  And  it  is  in  evidence  before  us,  that  in  numerous  in- 
stances the  sense  of  members  on  the  proposed  border  has  been  taken 
by  Soutliern  preachers,  privately,  and  in  various  other  illegal  and  in- 
convenient ways,  and  hence  that  societies  have  been  reported  and 
claimed  for  the  South,  which,  by  suitable  tests,  would  have  given  large 
majorities  in  favour  of  adhering  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
And  in  numerous  instances  influence  has  been  applied,  and  often 
varied,  and  obstinately  persevered  in,  to  secure  a  decision  in  favour  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  contrary  to  the  wishes  of 
many  of  our  people.  And  also,  in  some  instances,  houses  of  worship, 
built  at  the  expense,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  members  adhering  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  have  been  taken  from  them  without  their 
consent,  and  without  compensation,  and  they  have  been  discommoded 
by  vexatious  lawsuits,  costs,  and  in  various  other  ways,  by  preachers 
and  members  attached  to  the  Church,  South,  all  of  which  we  claim  and 
affirm  is  in  direct  violation  of  the  most  sacred  objects  and  conditions 
of  the  said  proposed  Plan,  showing  that  it  has  long  since,  in  this  way 
also,  been  rendered  a  nullity  by  our  brethren  of  the  South,  and  this, 
notwithstanding  the  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
waiving  all  conclusions  which  this  General  Conference  were  entitled 
to  draw  from  the  numerous  ascertained   infractions  of  the   proposed 
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Plan,  resolved,  "  as  far  as  their  administration  was  concerned,"  to  ad- 
here to  it  strictly,  -which,  for  the  sake  of  the  magnanimous  Cliristian 
example  it  exhibits,  and  in  view  of  the  right  of  the  General  Conference 
alone  to  assert  the  facts  of  the  infraction  and  consequent  destruction  of 
the  Plan,  we  are  happy  to  find  they  have  scrupulously  done. 

Finally,  having  thus  found,  upon  clear  and  incontestable  evidence,  that 
the  three  fundamental  conditions  of  said  proposed  Plan  have  severally 
failed,  and  the  failure  of  either  of  tliem  separately  being  sufficient  to 
render  it  null  and  void,  and  having  found  the  practical  workings  of  said 
Plan  incompatible  with  certain  great  constitutional  principles  elsewhere 
asserted,  we  have  found  and  declared  the  whole  and  every  j^art  of  said 
provisional  Plan  to  be  null  and  void. 

4.  In  view  of  the  above-named  principles  and  facts,  [as  well  as  the 
constitutional  rights  already  )-eferred  to,]  we  regard  those  who  have,  by 
their  own  act  and  deed,  become  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  as  having  withdrawn  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  And  whereas  those  who  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  good  and  regular  standing,  cannot  be  deprived  of  such 
membership  without  due  form  of  trial,  all  those  members  who  have  not 
attached  themselves  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  are 
and  have  been  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  as  such 
.they  are  entitled  to  its  care  and  privileges,  as  provided  for  in  another 
report  of  this  committee.     Respectfully  submitted. 

George  Peck,  Chairman. 


L— INFRACTIONS   OF  THE   PLAN. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  has  been  directed,  by  sundry  me- 
morials submitted  to  their  consideration  by  the  General  Conference, 
to  numerous  infractions  of  the  provisions  of  the  so-called  Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration, upon  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South  ;  and 
upon  this  subject  present  to  the  conference  the  following  statement  and 
facts : — 

I.  The  Methodist  £Jpiscopal  Church,  South,  has  ofjicially  and  author- 
itatively taught  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  by  her  Convention,  her  Gener- 
al Conference,  her  Bishops,  'her  Annual  Conferences,  her  Editors,  and 
leading  Ministers. 

1.  The  Louisville  Convention  taught  the  violation  of  the  Plan. 

In  the  report  on  organization,  passed  Saturday,  the  l7th  of  May, 
1845,  the  new  Church  is  declaied  to  be  formed  out  of  the  conferences 
represented  in  the  convention,  (see  History  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
p.  186.)  But  while  the  convention,  in  their  formal  acts  of  organization, 
on  Saturday,  the  iVthof  May,  make  this  declaration,  we  find  them  on  the 
Monday  following  passing  these  resolutions,  (see  Western  Christian 
Advocate,  vol.  xiii,  page  42,  col.  7 :) — 

"  Resolved,  That  should  any  portion  of  an  annual  conference,  on  the 
line  of  separation,  not  representeu  in  this  convention,  adhere  to  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  according  to  the  Plan  of  Separation 
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adopted  at  the  late  General  Conference,  and  elect  delegates  to  the 
General  Conference  of  the  Church  in  1846,  upon  the  basis  of  represen- 
tiition  adopted  by  the  convention,  they  shall  be  accredited  as  members 
of  the  General  Conference. 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  convention,  those  societies 

and  stations  on  the  border,  within  the  limits  of  conferences  represented 

I  in  this   convention,  be  constructively  understood  as    adhering  to    the 

I  South,  unless  they  see  proper  to  take  action  on  the  subject ;  and  in  all 

sucii  cases,  we  consider  the  pastor  of  the  station  or  society  the  proper 

person  to  preside  in  the  meeting." 

Thus,  although  the  convention,  in  their  formal  organization,  confine 
themselves  to  the  original  limits  ;  yet  two  days  after,  when  the  way 
j  was  prepared  for  further  inroads,  they  enlarge  the  provisions  of  the  Plan, 
jand  extend  it  into  the  boundaries  of  the  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and 
'otlier  conferences.  And  in  all  societies  within  the  border  where  no  votes 
would  be  taken,  these  societies  must  be  constnictivehj  understood  as  ad- 
Ihering  to  the  South.  Hence  their  preachers  have  generally  prevented 
any  voting  wherever  they  could  by  any  means  hinder  it,  although  the 
Plan  of  the  General  Conference  required  the  societies  to  vote.  The 
conclusion  is,  that  the  convention  taught  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  in 
two  very  important  respects. 

First.  They  exceed  the  provisions  of  the  Plan  by  extending  it  into 
the  territory  of  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  Pittsburgh,  and  other  con- 
ferences.    Thus  they  teach  to  cross  the  line. 

Secondly.  And  in  all  societies  were  no  vote  would  be  taken,  they 
claim  them  constructively  as  belonging  to  their  Church. 

2.  The  bisho2iS  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  have  taught  the  infrac- 
tion of  the  Plan. 

Bishop  Soule,  in  his  letter,  dated  Lebanon,  Ohio,  August  4th,  1845, 
and  published  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  August  22d,  1845, 
or  vol.  xii,  p,  75,  col.  2,  teaches  the  breach  of  the  Plan.  It  is  ad- 
dressed "  to  the  preachers  and  border  societies  of  the  Kentucky  and 
Missouri  Conferences,  and  of  other  conferences  bordering  upon  them." 

(The  bishop  here  calls  on  the  societies  on  the  southern  verge  of  the 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  and  Iowa  Conferences  to  vote  whether  they  will, 
or  will  not,  remain  in  the  M.  E.  Church.  Bishop  Soule,  however, 
makes  these  regulations  in  reference  to  his  own  administration.  But 
I  this  same  course  was  sanctioned  by  Bishop  Andrew  immediately,  and 
1  afterward  by  their  General  Conference,  and  by  all  their  bishops.  And 
indeed  Bishop  Soule,  in  his  letter  to  the  Rev.  Wesley  G.  Montgomery, 
dated  Nashville,  April  30th,  1847,  and  published  in  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  of  May  21st,  1847,  hints  broadly  enough  that 
minorities  had  best  be  accommodated.  He  says:  "  Minorities  on  either 
side  of  the  line  of  division  are  entitled  to  a  kind  and  respectful  consid- 
eration, and  should  be  treated  accordingly.  And  I  should  think  it  far 
better  for  such  minorities,  being  on  the  borders,  to  receive  preachers 
from  the  Church  to  which  they  desire  to  adhere,  provided  they  believe 
themselves  able  to  support  them,  than  for  majorities  to  be  interdicted 
the  exercise  of  a  right  plainly  secured  to  them  by  the  provisions  of 
the   law,  or  rule,    in   the   case."    Now    with   this  instruction   about 
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minorities,  as  well  as  the  maintenance  that  the  line  is  a  sliding  one,  and 
no  limits  of  time  are  given  in  which  its  sliding  operation  ceases,  South- 
em  preachers  will  find  little  difficulty  in  passing  over  any  limits  which 
may  be  in  the  way. 

But  Bishop  Capers's  letter  to  Rev.  Mr.  Moorman,  and  published  in 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  of  April  21st,  1847,  claims  all  the 
territory  in  the  slaveholding  states,  and  this  too  according  to  the  Plan, 
or,  as  he  calls  it,  the  "  Deed  of  Separation."  Now  as  Bishop  Capers 
claims  all  slaveholding  territor}^,  and  Bishop  Soule  as  much  of  the  terri- 
tories of  the  free  states  as  the  accommodation  of  minorities  and  the 
sHding  line  will  transfer,  it  would  be  difficult  indeed  to  fix  any  line  at  all. 

It  were  useless  to  insist,  in  a  matter  so  clear,  that  the  bishops  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  have  taught  officially  the  violation  of  the  plan. 

3.  The  General  Conference  cf  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  has  taught 
the  infraction  of  the  Plan. 

For  proof  of  this  we  need  go  no  further  than  the  famous  report  on  the 
episcopacy,  in  which  the  conference  sanctions  the  breaches  of  the  Plan 
as  taught  by  the  convention,  and  as  was  taught  and  practised  by  Bish- 
ops Soule  and  Andrew,  from  the  session  of  the  convention  in  Ma)"-, 
1845,  to  the  session  of  the  conference  in  May,  1846.  This  document 
will  be  found  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  of  June  26th,  1846, 
and  in  the  Richmond  Advocate  of  May  21st,  1846.  The  report  fully 
clears  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew  of  any  blame  for  occupying  Cincinnati, 
the  Kenhawa  district,  &c.,  and  gives  such  full  latitude  of  interpretation, 
that  the  limitations  of  the  Plan  became  a  perfect  nullity.  Our  limits 
will  not  allow  us  to  quote  the  report,  but  it  can  be  perused  in  the  papers, 
as  cited  above,  as  well  as  in  all  the  southern  papers. 

4.  The  annual  conferences,  editors,  and  leading  members  of  the  new 
Church,  maintain  the  infraction  of  the  Plan  in  x>(if^ct  accordance  with 
the  acts  of  their  convention,  their  General  Conference,  and  their  bishops. 

It  were  useless  to  make  quotations  on  this  point.  Their  press  teems 
with  approving  acts  of  annual  conferences,  and  the  laboured  essays  and 
constant  admissions  of  editors  and  correspondents,  upholding  fully  their 
conventional,  episcopal,  and  General  Conference  decisions  and  acts. 
And  from  all  this  there  is  no  dissent  in  any  quarter. 

II.  The  bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  their 
official  administration,  have  actually  broken  the  Plan. 

As  undoubted  and  official  testimony  on  this  point,  we  need  only 
quote  the  report  on  this  subject  by  our  excellent  and  devoted  bishops, 
which,  at  the  request  of  the  General  Conference,  they  furnished  the 
committee.     This  official  document  is  as  follows  : — 

To  the  Committee  on  the  State  of  the  Church. 

In  compliance  with  a  request  of  the  General  Conference,  made  on 
the  6th  instant,  the  superintendents  present  to  you  such  information  as 
they  possess  in  regard  to  alleged  infractions  of  the  "Plan  of  Sepa- 
ration," on  the  part  of  the  constituted  authorities  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  by  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  been  injuriously  deprived  of  portions  of  its  territory  and  members. 
They  must  be    understood   as  giving  the  most  authentic  statements 
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which  have  come  to  their  ears,  -without  vouching  their  own  personal 
knowledge  for  the  correctness  of  every  item  thus  presented.  They  are, 
nevertheless,  impressed  with  the  conviction  of  the  truth  of  the  statements 
generally,  as  hereinafter  made. 

They  commence  first  with  Baltimore  Conference.  Within  its  bounds 
there  is  a  portion  of  the  state  of  Virginia,  situated  between  the  Potomac 
and  Rappahannock  Rivers,  commonly  called  the  "  Northern  Neck,"  em- 
bracing the  counties  of  King  George,  Westmoreland,  Richmond,  Nor- 
thumberland, and  Lancaster.  These  counties  contained  the  following 
circuits,  (having  a  membership  of  eight  hundred  to  a  thousand,)  namely. 
King  George,  Westmoreland,  and  Lancaster,  each  having  preachers  an- 
nually appointed  to  it  from  the  Baltimore  Conference.  At  different 
times  each  of  those   circuits   determined  to  attach  themselves   to   the 

(Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  not  as  border  societies,  but  as  circuits. 
To  all  of  them  preachers  have  been  sent  from  the  Virginia  Conference, 
who  are  there  at  present,  to  the  exclusion  of  the  ministers  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church.  From  the  conference  of  184Y  preachers  were 
sent  to  this  portion  of  the  Baltimore  Conference,  who  found  on  their 
arrival  the  circuits  under  the  pastoral  care  of  ministers  of  the  Virginia 
Conference.     The   ministers  sent  from  the  Baltimore  Conference,  not 

i  being  able  to  have  access  to  the  preaching  places  or  societies,  were 
withdrawn  after  suitable  time,  and  sent  to  places  where  they  were  needed, 
except  one,  who  was  left  in  the  charge  of  the  whole  field  of  labour.  At 
present  this  place  appears  on  the  Alinutes,  "  to  be  supplied."  No  min- 
ister of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  is  now  in  this  ancient  portion 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference. 

Warrenton  cii'cuit  has  been  occupied  between  one  and  two  yeai's 
with  preachers  from  the  Virginia  Conference  ;  but  as  this  circuit  did  not 
go  to  the  Church,  South,  in  whole,  a  portion  thereof  continuing  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  a  preacher  from  the  Baltimore  Conference 
has  been  continued  there.  Some  of  the  societies  which  voted  to  go  to 
the  Church,  South,  were  strictly  border  societies,  but  others  also  went 
which  were  as  strictly  interior  societies.     One  of  the  churches,  (Wesley 

I  Chapel,)  where  a  majority  adhered  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
was  forcibly  entered,  and  new  locks  were  attached  to  its  doors ;  and 

'  the  Church,  South,  has  it  in  possession  at  the  present  time,  unless  the 
civil  court  has  recently  decided  a  suit,  which  was  instituted  for  the 
property,  in  favour  of  the  M.  E.  Church. 

Harrisonburg,  in  Rockingham   county,   Virginia,  unquestionably   an 

(  interior  society,  having  by  a  majority  of  votes  determined  to  connect 
themselves  with  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  a  preacher  from  the  Virginia 
Conference  has  been  appointed  to  labour  there.  A  minority  adhering  to 
the  M.  E.  Church  are  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one  of  its  ministers. 
The  church  was  in  a  course  of  litigation  a  few  months  since,  and  proba- 
bly the  case  has  not  been  decided  by  the  court.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  get  possession  of  the  parsonage  in  Harrisonburg  for  the  Church, 
South,  but  with  what  success  there  is  no  information. 

Leesburg,  a  station  belonging  to  the  Baltimore  conference,  clearly  an 
interior  society,  has  been  visited  by  a  preacher  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  much  agitation  produced  in  the  society  and 
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in  the  community,  and  a  suit  at  law  commenced  for  the  church  edifice. 
"Whether  the  effort  is  still  persisted  in  to  occupy  this  place  is  not  cer- 
tainly known.  That  which  makes  this  case  even  a  glaring  one,  is  the 
fact  that  the  majority  of  the  society  voted  to  adhere  to  the  M.  E. 
Church.  There  are  other  instances  of  the  violation  of  the  Plan  of  Sep- 
aration, in  the  opinion  of  some  equally  apparent  with  the  instances 
given  in  this  paper,  of  which  more  certain  information  m;iy  be  obtained 
from  Rev.  Messrs.  William  Hamilton,  N.  J.,  B.  Morgan,  S.  A.  Roszel, 
John  Bear,  and  J.  A.  Collins,  members  of  this  Genei-al  Conference. 

Kanatoha  District,  in  the  northwest  part  of  Virginia,  is  a  part  of  \ 
Ohio  Conference.  In  1845  that  work  was  supplied  from  the  Ohio 
Conference,  as  usual.  The  preachers  were  received  with  one  ex- 
ception, as  far  as  we  know,  namely,  Parkersburg  station.  A  part 
of  the  members  there  refused  to  receive  any  preacher  from  Ohio  Confer- 
ence. They  rejected  the  preacher  sent  to  them,  not  for  any  objection 
to  him  personally,  but  because  he  came  from  Ohio  ;  and  by  threats  of 
violence,  and  preparation  to  execute  those  threats  on  a  given  day, 
compelled  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  took  possession  of  the  chapel. 
He,  however,  returned  after  some  weeks,  and  in  connexion  with  the 
preacher  of  the  adjoining  circuit,  to  which  they  were  transferred, 
served  the  remaining  members  of  the  scattered  flock  in  another  house. 
These  outcast  members  have  since  erected  a  chapel  for  themselves, 
in  which  they  worship  undisturbed  ;  while  the  old  chapel  is  supplied 
from  Kentucky  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South.  Parkersburg 
is  not  a  border  station.  It  is  the  county  seat  of  Wood  county,  situated 
at  the  junction  of  Little  Kanawha  and  Ohio  Rivers,  and  is  about 
seventy-five  miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  the  Kentucky  state  line ;  so 
that  the  Kentucky  preachers  had  to  travel  that  distance  through  our 
work  to  reach  it,  though  they  now  occupy  otlier  places  through  our 
work  between  that  and  Kentucky.  No  preachers  were  appointed  from 
the  Kentucky  Conference  of  184.5  to  the  Kanawha  district ;  but  some 
were  sent  there,  as  we  learn,  during  that  Conference  year,  by  a  pre- 
siding elder,  that  made  breaches  in  some  of  our  circuits.  In  1846  the 
Kanawha  district  was  all  supplied  from  the  Ohio  Conference,  as  usual, 
though  the  societies  in  some  places  were  divided  by  Southern  influence. 
A  few  weeks  afterward  a  second  supply  was  sent  from  Kentucky 
Conference,  as  we  learned  from  the  newspapers.  Since  that  timei 
there  have  been  two  presiding  elders  and  two  sets  of  preachers  there„' 
one  from  Ohio  Conference,  and  the  other  from  Kentucky  Conference.  ^ 
Indeed  it  is  alleged  that,  at  the  last  session  of  the  Kentucky  Conference, 
they  divided  the  district ;  so  that  the  old  Kanawha  district  is  now  occupied 
by  three   presiding  elders,  one   from    Ohio,  and  two  from  Kentucky. 

These  are  the  most  material  facts  which  have  been  reported  to  us, 
bearing  on  the  point  of  inquiry  submitted  to  us,  so  far  as  Kanawha  dis- 
trict is  concerned. 

"  Soule  Chapel"   Cincinnati. — In   1834  Cincinnati,  which  had  pre- •; 
viously  been  one  charge,  was  divided  into  two,  "  Wesley  Chapel"  and  ' 
*' Fourth-street."     Each  had  definite  bounds,  within  which  the  stationed  ! 
minister  had  exclusive  pastoral  functions.     Private  members  were  advised 
to  observe  tliese  limits  in  fixing  and  holding  their  membership,  but  were 
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not  considered  6oM«(i  to  do  so,  and  did  not  in  all  cases  praciice  it.  But 
class-meetings,  (fee.,  were  held  in  strict  regard  to  this  provision. 

New  preaching  places  have  been  opened  in  these  charges  under  the 
direction  and  countenance  of  the  presiding  elder  and  preachers  in  charge, 
liavo  matured  societies,  and  have  been  finally  formed  into  stations  by  the 
presiding  bishops  and  received  preachers. 

In  1844  the  first  city  missionary  was  appointed,  and  was  supported  by 
a  City  Missionary  Society,  whose  object  was  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  the 
destitute.  The  first  year,  with  the  approbation  of  those  having  authority 
to  direct  him,  he  formed  three  societies,  namely,  the  Bethel,  Ebenezer,  and 
Maley  Chapel,  and  succeeded  in  erecting  two  small  chapels  for  "  Ebe- 
nezer "  and  "  Maley  "  in  the  northwest  part  of  the  city  and  suburbs.  By 
permission,  he  exercised  pastoral  authority  in  some  or  all  of  these  societies. 

In  1845  the  same  brother,  Rev.  G.  W.  Maley,  was  reappointed  to  the 
same  mission.  At  the  same  time  two  of  the  aforesaid  societies,  "  Bethel  " 
and  "  Ebenezer,"  were  made  stations,  and  Rev.  J.  W.  White  and  Rev. 
Joseph  Bruner  were  appointed  to  serve  them.  These  two  stations  were 
marked  out  by  metes  and  bounds,  as  had  been  in\'ariably  done  when  new 
stations  were  formed  in  Cincinnati.  This  was  done  in  council  with  the 
presiding  elder  of  Cincinnati  district,  two  or  three  days  after  conference 
closed,  it  having  been  forgotten  in  the  pressure  of  conference  business. 
Letters  were  written  by  the  presiding  bishop  to  brothers  White  and  Bru- 
ner, defining  by  streets,  &c.,  the  bounds  of  the  new  charges  ;  and  the  city 
missionary  had  Maley  Chapel  and  the  region  around  it  set  apart 
from  all  the  stations  as  his  special  field  of  labour,  wnthin  which,  and  no- 
where else,  he  was  to  exercise  pastoral  functions.  As  the  superintend- 
ent, however,  was  in  haste,  he  did  not  write  to  the  missionary,  but  re- 
quested the  presiding  elder,  brother  Morley,  to  give  him  the  information. 

Three  objects  were  sought  in  this  arrangement : — 

First.  As  the  City  Mission  had  lost  two  principal  appointments,  it 
seemed  proper  to  encourage  the  missionary  by  assigning  him  the  pas- 
toral charge  of  this  precinct  territory,  which  was  fast  filhng  up,  and  which 
must,  of  course,  receive  most  of  his  labours. 

Second.  Ebenezer  station  bordered  on  Maley  Chapel,  and  the  popu- 
lation and  territory  were  enough  to  be  under  the  pastoral  care  of  one 
man.  after  Maley  Chapel  and  its  teriitorj'  were  taken  off. 

Third.  It  seemed  proper  to  the  presiding  bishop  that  each  city 
preacher  should  have  e.xclusive  pastoral  authority  within  his  own  charge  ; 
and,  though  no  rupture  was  then  dreamed  of,  it  was  thought  the  exer- 
ercise  of  pastoral  functions  by  the  missionary  within  the  difierent  charges 
would  derange  and  disorder  the  work. 

Within  three  or  four  weeks  after  these  arrangements  were  made,  the 
city  missionary  obtained  leave  from  the  City  Missionary  Board  to  preach 
in  "  Vine-street  Church,"  an  old  deserted  building  within  the  bounds  of 
Morris  Chapel  charge,  from  one-half  to  three-fourths  of  a  mile  from 
"  Maley  Chapel"  charge,  and  in  the  heart  of  the  city.  If  we  understand 
correctly,  both  the  presiding  elder  and  the  Board  deny  that  the  mis- 
sionary received  any  authority  to  form  a  society  there,  or  do  any  other 
act  winch  belonged  to  the  pastoral  oversight.  He  received  no  such 
authority  from  the  bishop. 
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A  number  of  brethren,  however,*obtained  certificates,  and  presented 
them  to  the  city  missionary,  not  in  his  own  charge,  but  at  "  Vine  street," 
and  in  the  very  heart  of  the  city  he  proceeded  to  take  possession  of  his 
brother's  territory,  and  form  a  society.     Having  increased  it  to  a  company  \ 
of  several  scores,  it  voted  to  go  South,  was  created  "  a  charge  "  by  the  { 
authority  of  Bishop  Andrew,  and  Revs.  E.  W.  Sehon,  G.  W.Ma'ley,  (the 
missionary,)  and  S.  A.  Latta,  were  appointed  to  serve  it  as  ministers  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South.     Bishop  Andrew  named  it  "  Vine-street  Cmauge, 
a  border  society,"  &c.     In  a  short  time  this  society  purchased  a  church 
in  the  heart  of  "  Wesley  Chapel  charge,"  so  that  between  it  and  the  border,  . 
or  the  Ohio  River,  interposes  one  whole  charge,  the  Bethel,  whicli  makes  1 
Soule  Chapel  as  truly  an  interior  station  as  though  it  were  in  Columbus  ' 
or  Cleveland. 

"  Andreio  Chapel,  Cincinnati." — "  Andrew  Chapel  "  was  purchased 
a  few  months  since  hj  the  "  Soule  Chapel "  society,  and  stands  within 
the  bounds  of  Ninth-street  charge,  having,  like  "  Soule  Chapel,"  one  \ 
whole  charge — "  Morris  Chapel " — between  it  and  the  border  or  river.  * 
It  is  understood  to  have  regular  preaching;  but  whether  placed  on  the 
Minutes  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  as  a  distinct  charge  we  know  not, 
but  understand  that  pastoral  authority  is  exercised  there  in  the  forma- 
tion of  classes,  receiving  members,  and  exercising  discipline. 

Statement  of  encroachment  on  the  territory  of  the  Philadelphia    Con-  \ 
ference  hy  the  M.  E.  Church,  South. — Accomack  and  Northamjiton  coun-  ' 
ties,  Va.,  are  separated  from  the  Virginia  Conference  by  a  broad  bay, 
(the  Chesapeake,)  in  every  place  from  fifteen  to  thirty  miles  wide.    The 
first  place  that  voted  to  unite  with  tlie  Church  South  was  Capeville,  in  - 
Northampton,  about  seven  miles  north  of  Cape  Charles.     The  next  place 
at  which  the  vote  was  taken  was  Salem,  eight  miles  north  of  Capeville,  - 
which,  by  a  strong  majority,  had  pre\-iously  determined  to  stay  with  us. 
The  next  place  was  Johnson's  Chapel,  about  ten  miles  north  of  Salem,     - 
which,  by  a  small  majority,  preferred    the   Church   South.     Tiie  next 
place  reported  to  have  chosen  the  Church  South  was  Bethel,  in  Occa- 
hannock   Neck.     Here  no  vote   was  taken,   but   some  friends   of  the 
Church  South  went  around  to  the  houses  of  the  members,  and  reported 
that  they  had  obtained  a  majority  for  the  new  organization.     Tliesc  were 
all  that  had  declared  for  the  South  before  Mr.  Moorman  was  sent  over. 
Some  time  after  his  arrival,  Franktown,  five  or  six  miles  north  of  John-  • 
sons,  gave  a  majority  of  one  vote  for  the  South,  by  getting  together  . 
members  who  had  not  attended  class  for  years.     Pungotraque,  in  Acco- 
mack county,  about  ten  miles  further  north,  after  giving  a  majority  to  re- 
main in  the  old  Church  several  times,  at  length  chose  the  new  Church 
by  a  small  majority.     And,  finally,  Cradockville,  a  few  miles  southeast 
of  Pungotraque,  in  a  neck,  gave  a  majority  for  the  Church  South.    There 
is  no  appointment  between  any  of  the  above  and  the  Chesapeake  Bay. 
Signed,  E.  Heddixg, 

B.  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
L.  L.  Hamline, 
'  Edmund  S.  Janes. 
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Although  the  Plan  could  have  no  reference  to  the  Philadelphia, 
Ballimoie,  or  Ohio  Conference,  nevertheless,  allowing  that  these  con- 
ferences could  be  the  theatre  of  the  operations  of  the  Plan  on  their 
;  southern  verge,  the  fi'amers  of  the  Plan,  in  reference  to  majorities  of 
societies  or  stations,  as  well  as  to  internal  societies,  have  been  over- 
looked by  the  Southern  bishops.  At  first,  by  the  concession  of  all,  the 
fPlan  was  confined  to  the  thirteen  conferences  in  the  slaveholding 
states.  Next,  it  was  extended  by  the  South  to  the  other  conferences  ; 
and  even  in  these  the  border  regulations  were  disregarded,  and  South- 
ern encroachment  stopped  at  nothing.  While  our  bishops,  individually, 
Iin  laudable  submission  to  the  episcopal  board,  have,  on  their  part,  most 
scrupidously  observed  the  regulations  of  the  Plan,  the  bishops  of  the 
new  Church  have  trampled  under  foot  the  provisions  of  the  Plan, 
while  at  the  same  time  they  have  professed  to  be  governed  by  it ;  and 
although  the  authorities  of  the  M.  E.  Church  did  their  utmost  to  pre- 
serve the  line  unbroken,  it  w^as  unavailing.  The  authorities  of  the  M. 
IE.  Church,  South,  by  precept  and  example,  have  broken  over  the  bar- 
riers, and  the  line,  by  their  doing,  has  no  longer  any  being.  They  i 
themselves  have  destroyed  the  Plan,  and  have  placed  it  now  beyond 
the  reach  of  the  M.  E.  Church  to  restore  the  boundaries.  Nor  is  there 
now  any  hope  that  measures  could  be  taken  to  restore  the  hue  or  con- 
tinue it,  did  it  exist.  The  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  by  the  following  resolution,  in  their  report  on  the  administration 
of  their  bishops,  have  decided  this  point.     They  say, 

"  Resolved,  That  after  a  full  and  patient  examination  of  the  particu- 
lars of  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops,  in  relation  to  the 
Plan  of  Separation,  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
South,  consider  the  charges  so  repeatedly  made  by  the  editors  and 
correspondents  of  the  Western  Christian  i^dvocate,  and  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  against  Bishops  Soule  and  Andrew,  as  entirely 

t  groundless,  and  that,  on  the  contrarj',  the  administration  aforesaid  has 
been  strictly  conformed  to  the  rule  set  forth  by  authority  of  the  Gener- 
al Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church  in  its  legislation  on  this  subject  in 
1844.^' 

Thus  the  administration  of  the  Southern  bishops  has  been  sustained 

I  by  their  General  Conference.     They  have,  therefore,  in  advance  of  the 

'  M.  E.  Church,  overthrown  the  Plan,  and  have  left  none  of  it  remaining 

for  us  to  overthrow,  and  now,  in  pronouncing  it  null  and  void,  the  South 

have  compelled  to  this  action. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

George  Peck,  Chairman. 
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K.— PASTORAL   ADDRESS 

Of  the  General   Conference  to  the  Memhers  of  the  Methodist  Einscoi^al 
Church. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — Under  a  solemn  sense  of  our  respon- 
sibility, as  the  representatives  in  General  Conference  of  your  pastors 
and  ministers  in  Christ  Jesus,  we  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass 
away  without  tendering  to  you  our  Christian  salutations,  with  such  advice 
and  counsel  as  present  circumstances  seem  to  require. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference  we  have  had  numerous  and  varied 
proofs  of  the  divine  goodness  and  mercy  toward  us  as  a  branch  of 
Christ's  visible  Church,  which  demand  our  most  fervent  and  devout 
gratitude.  Among  these  we  would  desire  especially  to  mention  the 
preservation  of  a  sound  evangelical  theology,  as  contained  in  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  taught  by  Mr.  Wesley  and  the  fathers  of  Methodism ; 
the  continuance  of  a  godly  ministry,  who  are  constantly  labouring  to  save 
sinners,  and  raise  up  a  holy  people  ;  the  manifest  tokens  of  divine  ap- 
probation which  still  attend  tlieir  labours  ;  and  the  consequent  awaken- 
ing, conversion,  and  sanctification  of  souls.  We  rejoice  also  to  see  the 
improvement  which  has  been  made  in  our  Church  in  her  various 
departments  and  operations.  In  the  cause  of  missions,  Sunday- 
schools,  temperance,  religious  literature,  and  sound.  Christian  education, 
though  we  are  far  from  thinking  that  we  have  full)'-  met  our  increasing 
obligations,  yet  we  feel  that  we  have  great  reason  to  be  thankful  to 
Him  who  worketh  all  good  in  man,  and  to  whom  must  be  given  the 
praise  of  every  good  thing.  Nor  can  we  omit  to  mention  among  the 
causes  of  gratitude  on  the  present  occasion,  what  we  regard  as  a  signal 
mark  of  the  divine  goodness,  that  at  a  period  when  we,  and  many  with 
us,  had  so  much  reason  to  apprehend  a  painful,  if  not  a  disastrous  session 
of  our  General  Conference,  we  have  been  graciously  kept  in  the  utmost 
harmony  and  fraternal  concord.  No  session  of  this  body,  probably,  has 
been  attended  with  more  evident  marks  of  a  Christian  affection  among 
the  members.  The  uniformly  courteous  and  Christian  bearing  of  the 
brethren  toward  each  other,  even  in  their  warmest  and  most  interesting 
discussions,  has  been  truly  delightful.  In  all  this  we  cannot  but  see 
and  acknowledge  the  hand  of  God  ;  nor  can  we  fail  to  acknowledge, 
beloved  friends  and  brethren  in  Christ,  that  we  are  greatly  indebted  to 
your  prayers  and  intercessions,  which,  we  believe,  have,  day  and  night, 
gone  up  in  our  behalf  to  the  throne  of  God. 

But  Avhile  we  have  so  many  evidences  of  the  divine  goodness  tovy^ard 
us,  we  must  not  conceal  from  ourselves  that  we  rest  under  a  fearful 
■weight  of  responsibility ;  and  it  behooves  us  to  take  good  heed  to  our 
ways,  lest,  after  all,  we  betray  our  trust.  As  God,  in  his  grace  and 
providence,  is  enlarging  our  means  and  facilities  for  cultivating  his  vine- 
yard, we  must  take  care  that  we  faithfully  improve  the  talents  intrusted 
to  us.  And  here  permit  us,  in  virtue  of  our  office  as  your  ministers,  in 
Christ's  name,  to  address  you  in  the  words  of  faithful  admonition. 
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We  sincerely  hope  that  the  increasing  facility  enjoyed  by  your  minis- 
ters of  the  present  day  for  intellectual  improvement  and  literary  culti- 
vation, tliat  while  you  may  duly  appreciate  whatever  advantages  you 
enjoy  in  this  respect,  you  will  still  bear  in  mind  that  it  is  by  the 
"  preaching  of  the  cross  "  alone  that  God  will  convert  the  Avorld.  How- 
ever highly,  therefore,  you  may  enjoy  a  cultivated  ministry,  never  be 
satisfied  with  any  preaching  that  does  not  direct  the  soul  to  Christ. 
Upon  this  subject,  however,  we  will  not,  and  we  trust  we  need  not  en- 
large. We  believe  that  you  feel  as  deeply  as  ourselves  that  the  health 
of  the  Church  and  salvation  of  the  world  depend,  under  God,  on  a  min- 
istry, the  subject  and  end  of  whose  preaching  is  "  Christ  crucified" — 
"  Christ  the  wisdom  of  God  and  the  power  of  God,"  "  the  only  name 
given  under  heaven  among  men  whereby  we  can  be  saved." 

We  would  call  your  attention  also  to  the  necessity  of  maintaining  ia 
purity  and  vigour  that  form  of  Christianity  which  God  has  committed  to 
our  keeping.  While  we  look  with  Christian  affection  on  all  our  sister 
evangelical  Churches,  and  bid  them  God-speed  in  our  common  work  of 
saving  men,  we  must  not  forget  that  there  is  a  peculiar  adaptation  in  the 
economy  of  Methodism  to  the  great  purposes  of  the  Gospel,  and  tliat  our 
ecclesiastical  institutions  have  been  especially  owned  of  God,  and  signal- 
ized by  a  remarkable  success.  And,  while  we  are  willing  to  allow  that, 
in  certain  subsidiary  prudential  ari-angements,  we  may  very  properly 
consult  changes  in  the  social  state  and  habits,  and  adapt  our  modes  of 
operation  to  special  occasions  and  emergencies,  we  must  still  remain 
steadfast  in  whatever  is  essentially  characteristic  of  primitive  Methodism. 
Especially  we  would  insist  on  the  necessity  of  a  faithful  and  diligent  at- 
tendance upon  all  the  public  and  social  means  of  grace.  A  decent 
regard  for  religious  consistency,  and  even  conformity  to  reputable  usage 
in  society,  and  other  motives  not  strictly  Christian,  may  lead  persons  to 
attend  the  ministry  of  the  word.  But  we  trust  you  will  show  tlie  sin- 
cerity of  your  profession  and  the  earnest  nature  of  your  piety,  not  only 
by  diligence  in  attending  public  service,  but  also  by  a  close  attendance  upon 
those  means  of  grace  which  are  peculiar  to  ourselves.  We  grieve  to 
hear  that  in  many  parts  of  our  work  there  is  a  great,  and,  we  fear,  an 
increasing  neglect  of  those  most  important  means  of  improvement  in  re- 
ligious experience  and  character — class-meetings.  We  pray  you,  beloved 
brethren  and  friends,  do  not  help,  by  any  neglect  of  yours,  to  prostrate, 
or  cause  to  be  undervalued,  what  has  been  found  of  such  inestimable 
service  in  our  Zion,  and  which  has,  more  than  any  prudential  institution 
among  us,  served  to  keep  alive  in  our  body  the  life  and  power  of  godhness. 

But  we  find  it  impracticable  to  dwell  at  length  upon  particulars.  Let 
us,  then,  exhort  you  generally  to  care  and  faithfulness  in  observing  the 
General  Rules  of  our  societies.  It  behooves  us  to  be  watchful,  lest,  as 
Providence  increases  our  secular  and  social  advantages,  we  lose  some- 
what of  the  purity  and  simplicity  of  the  Christian  character.  With  an 
increase  of  wealth,  taste,  and  refinement,  therefore,  will  naturally  arise 
increased  temptations  to  worldly  pursuits  and  compliances,  and  practices 
that  are  not  after  Ciirist,  and  "do  not  tend  to  the  knowledge  and  love 
of  God,"  or  to  holy  living.  It  is  to  be  feared  that  in  some  places  th,e 
spirituality  of  our  Church  is  suffering  from  inattention  to  these  considera- 
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tions,  and  a  want  of  sufficient  care.  This  is  no  time  for  indifference. 
We  must  preserve  the  ancient  landmarks.  As  our  General  Rules  are 
such  as  commend  themselves  to  every  truly  awakened  conscience,  we 
hope  that  they  may  every  wliere  be  strictly  and  conscientiously  observed. 

Among  the  means  of  maintaining  the  purity  and  permanence  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  nothing  is  more  essential  than  a  strict  observance  of 
the  Lord's  day.  We  trust  you  will  ever  remember  the  Sabbath  day  to 
keep  it  Iioly.  God  and  his  Church  demand  this  of  you,  and  the  interests 
of  mankind  depend  on  it.  We  hope  you  will  not  only  abstain  from  your 
ordinary  secular  employments  on  that  day,  and  from  all  labours  except 
those  of  necessity  or  mercy,  strictly  so  called,  but  also  from  social  calls 
and  visits,  and  from  everything  that  would  prevent  tlie  entire  consecration 
of  this  day  by  yourselves  and  others  to  the  immediate  service  of  God.  We 
recommend,  also,  that  you  render  whatever  assistance  you  can,  prudently 
and  judiciously,  to  promote  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  in  the 
communit)'. 

Closely  connected  with  the  observance  of  the  Sabbath  is  the  religious 
instruction  of  children.  We  do  not  mean  that  this  work  is  to  be  confined 
to  the  Sabbath.  Far  from  it.  Yet  the  Sabbath  affords  so  favourable  an 
opportunity  for  the  performance  of  this  duty,  and  the  duty  is  so  appro- 
priate to  the  day,  that  we  cannot  but  look  upon  both  as  closely  con- 
nected. Certainly  parents  cannot  "  sanctify  the  Sabbath  "  more  effectu- 
ally than  by  employing  the  intervals  between  public  service  in  reading 
the  Bible,  or  interesting  religious  books,  to  their  children,  teaching  them 
our  forms  of  Catechism,  or  in  some  way  taking  pains  to  impnnt  upon 
their  infant  or  youthful  minds  the  great  and  beautiful  things  of  God's 
■word.  This  work  must  be  attended  to.  We  are  called  to  it  by  every 
holy  obligation,  and  by  the  most  profound  and  far-reaching  considera- 
tions. Let  us  be  in  earnest  upon  it.  We  fear  that  many  children,  of  even 
professedly  religious  parents,  grow  up  fearfully,  shamefully  ignorant  of 
the  Bible,  and  of  the  great  doctrines  of  Christianity.  These  things  ought 
not  so  to  be.  Nor  can  the  Sabbath  school  make  up  for  the  lack  of  pa- 
rental duty  in  this  matter.  We  rejoice  in  the  success  of  the  Sabbath- 
school  cause,  and  trust  you  will  spare  no  pains  to  make  this  method  of 
religious  instruction  as  efficient  as  possible.  Still  this  cannot  do  the 
work  of  the  parent,  though  it  may  afford  him  most  important  aid. 
Remember  the  words  of  God  to  his  ancient  Church  :  "  Therefore  shall 
ye  lay  up  these  my  words  in  your  heart  and  in  your  soul,  and  bind 
them  for  a  sign  upon  your  hand,  that  they  may  be  as  frontlets  between 
your  eyes.  And  ye  shall  teach  them  your  children,  speaking  of  them 
when  thou  sittest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  waj-, 
when  thou  liest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up.  And  thou  shalt  write 
them  upon  the  door-posts  of  thy  house,  and  upon  thy  gates  :  that  your 
days  maybe  multiplied,  and  the  days  of  your  children,  in  the  land  which 
the  Lord  sware  unto  your  fathers  to  give  them,  as  the  days  of  heaven 
upon  the  earth."  Deut.  xi,  18-21. 

We  think  it  proper  to  call  your  attention  to  a  change  in  one  of  the 
General  Rules  of  our  united  societies.  We  allude  to  the  one  on  intoxi- 
cating liquors.  By  the  concurrent  votes  of  the  General  and  Annual 
Conferences,  Mr.  Wesley's  rule  on  this  subject,  which  prohibits  buying 
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and  selling,  as  well  as  using  spirituous  liquors  as  a  beverage,  has  been 
restored.  °To  the  restoration  of  this  rule  we  felt  driven,  as  well  by  the 
propriety  of  the  thing  as  by  the  force  of  public  sentiment.  Consistency 
of  conduct,  and  a  regard  to  our  moral  and  religious  responsibilities, 
would  permit  no  longer  delay.  Methodism  was  at  the  first  far  in  ad- 
vance of  the  general  opinion  in  regard  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and 
it  would  be  a  shameful  act  of  dereliction  now  to  fall  in  the  rear.  It 
has  become  the  belief  of  almost  all  enlightened  and  pious  persons  that 
the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  as  well  as  their  use,  for 
a  beverage,  are  inconsistent  with  an  elevated  standard  of  morals,  as  well 
as  with  sound  views  of  Christian  obligation.  It  is,  therefore,  our  decided 
opinion  that  no  countenance  or  support  should  be  given,  nor  ecclesiasti- 
cal justification  extended,  to  a  practice  so  utterly  inimical  to  the  safety 
and  well-being  of  society,  and  so  ruinous  to  individual  character  and 
happiness,  both  in  this  world  and  the  next,  as  that  which  is  herein  con- 
demned. But  while  we  recommend  a  strict  observance  of  this  rule,  and 
ask  your  faithful  and  strenuous  cooperation  to  render  it  practically 
efficient,  still,  as  its  restoration  is  recent,  and  must  have  somewhat  the 
nature  of  a  retrospective  or  ex  post  facto  law,  we  also  recommend  a  rea- 
sonable forbearance  with  delinquents,  and  also  kindness  and  gentleness 
in  the  mode  of  its  enforcement.  These  remarks  have  a  special  reference 
to  those  who  were  engaged  in  the  liquor  business  prior  to  the  restoration 
of  the  rule.  It  will  be  well  to  allow  them  a  reasonable  time  to  withdraw 
their  capital,  and  invest  it  in  some  other  occupation.  What  may  be 
considered  a  reasonable  time  will  depend  on  circumstances,  which  we 
must  leave  to  your  consideration.  Be  mild  and  gentle,  yet  decided  with 
offenders.  It  is  better  to  save  a  soul,  if  practicable,  than  to  cut  him  off' 
without  hope  of  remedy  ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  we  must  not  let  the 
whole  Church  suffer  for  the  secular  interest,  or  the  perverseness  of  a 
few  incorrigible  delinquents. 

It  will  naturally  be  expected  that  we  should  take  some  notice  in  this 
address  of  the  peculiar  difficulties  of  our  Church,  which  have  excited 
so  much  attention  since  the  General  Conference  of  1844,  and  which 
have  constituted  one  of  the  most  delicate  topics  of  discussion  before  us. 
In  the  disposition  of  this  subject,  we  can  assure  you  that  we  have  exer- 
cised all  the  wisdom  and  discretion  that  heaven  had  conferred  upon  us. 
That  we  have  succeeded  in  satisfying  all  is  more  than  we  can  reasonably 
expect ;  yet  we  hope  that  the  measures  adopted  will,  in  the  main,  prove 
acceptable  to  the  great  body  of  our  people. 

You  are,  no  doubt,  aware  that  we  have  received  numerous  petitions 
and  memorials  from  individuals  and  societies  residing  in  the  southern 
states,  praying  that  we  would  take  some  measures  whereby  they  might 
remain  in  the  Church  of  their  early  choice.  The  petitioners  thought 
the  cause  of  separation  not  sufficient,  and  believed  it  to  be  their  duty  to 
continue  in  connexion  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  For  the 
reasons,  moreover,  which  are  assigned  in  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  State  of  the  Church,  which  we  have  not  time  here  to  enumerate, 
we  felt  perfectly  at  liberty  to  declare  the  Plan  of  Separation,  as  it  was 
called,  null  and  void.  We  felt  not  only  at  liberty  to  do  this,  under  existing 
circumstances,  but  we  also  believed  that  we  could  not  otherwise 
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fulfil  the  obligations  of  the  Church  to  those  who  still  claim  her  fostering 
care. 

But  while  we  felt  in  duty  bound  to  provide  for  our  adhering  members 
in  the  southern  states,  we  still  felt  disposed  to  do  all  we  could  constitu- 
tionally to  adjust,  in  some  amicable  way,  the  difficulty  in  legard  to  the 
invested  funds  of  the  Church.  You  will  easily  perceive  that  this  was  a 
question  of  peculiar  delicacy.  On  the  one  hand,  as  the  permission  re- 
quired in  order  to  divide  the  funds  had  been  refused  by  the  annual 
conferences,  and  we  had,  therefore,  no  constitutional  power  to  meet  the 
claims  of  the  Church  South,  neither,  on  the  other  hand,  were  we  dispos- 
ed to  reject  them  if  they  are  founded  in  justice  and  equity.  Moreover, 
we  felt  neither  disposed  nor  competent  to  decide  this  question  for  our- 
selves, and  on  our  sole  responsibility.  "We  have,  therefore,  made  ar- 
rangements for  submitting  the  whole  question  to  an  arbitration,  for  ami- 
cable adjustment,  which  will  ultimately,  we  trust,  give  satisfaction  to  all 
concerned. 

If  the  measures  we  have  taken  on  this  whole  subject  do  not  seem  to 
you  the  m.ost  judicious,  we  trust  you  will  duly  consider  the  extreme 
delicacy  and  difficulty  of  our  position.  We  were  of  different  opinions 
on  some  points,  and  yet  we  have  been  enabled  to  exercise  a  great  degree 
of  forbearance  and  kindness  toward  each  other,  so  that  our  differences 
of  opinion  have  led  to  no  ahenation  of  feeling.  We  trust  it  will  be  so 
with  you.  Be  calm  and  prayerful.  If  you  do  not  at  once  see  the  pro- 
priety of  our  course,  be  patient.  Wait  until  you  shall  have  had  time 
maturely  to  weigh  the  matter,  and,  above  all,  take  no  rash  step  that 
may  cause  agitation  or  tumult  in  the  Church,  or  in  the  community. 
We  trust  the  God  of  love  and  peace  will  be  with  you,  and  that  he  will 
out  of  apparent  evil  bring  forth  good,  and  make  everything  ultimately 
redound  to  his  own  praise  and  glory. 

Finally,  beloved  brethren,  "  whom  we  greatly  long  after  in  the  bowels 
of  Je.sus  Christ,"  let  us  exhort  you  to  "  be  steadfast,  unmoveable,  always 
abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord  ;  forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your 
labour  is  not  in  vain  in  the  Lord."  Live  in  the  exercise  of  a  genial 
charity  toward  one  another,  and  toward  all  mankind  ;  live  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  lively  faith  in  the  Son  of  God  ;  cultivate  holiness  of  heart,  purity 
of  life,  and  all  the  graces  of  the  Christian  profession.  And  in  your  ap- 
proaches to  a  throne  of  grace,  do  not  neglect  to  pray  for  immediate  and 
continued  blessings  from  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  the  Gospel  labours  of 
your  servants  and  brethren  in  our  common  Lord  and  Saviour. 
In  behalf  of  the  General  Conference, 

Elijah  Heddikg, 
B.  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
L.  L.  Hamline, 
Edmund  S.  Janes. 
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Board  of  unmarried  preachers,  107. 

Book  committees  at  New- York  and  Cin- 
cinnati regulated,  110,  115;  commit- 
tee to  nominate,  119,  120;  election  of, 
124.  130;  term  of  office  of,  132 

Book  Concern,  committee  on,  ordered, 
7:  announced,  10;  reports  of,  on 
claims,  23,  24;  on  Canada  memorial, 
&c.,  49;  on  editorships,  &c.,  90;  final 
report  on,  108-115. 

Books,  prices  of,  reduction  petitioned  for, 
29;  decided,  113. 

Bond,  I>r.  T.  E.,  invitation  to,  89  ;  addi- 
tional compensation  to,  90;  granted 
access  to  records,  108. 

Boundaries,   committee   on,  ordered,  7; 

announced,  10;  reports  of,  42,  70,  97. 
British  Conference,  communication  re- 
ceived from,  15,  .'S9;  committee  on. 
reported,  79,  85,  90;  to  be  published! 
119:  reply  to,*  142. 
Brookivn  law-suit,  expenses  of,  93,  118. 
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California,  proposal  to  Include,  29, 39, 121 

Cape  Girardeau  circuit,  12,  19. 

Carlisle,  petition  concerning,  11. 

Catechism,  revisal  of,  109,  113. 

Centenary  Church.  St.  Louis,  55. 

Certificates  of  membership,  when  to  be 
given,  39,  98;  how  long  valid,  126; 
holders  amenaljle,  1 26 ;  -  located  preach- 
ers must  have,  98,  100. 

Charleston,  S.  C.,  depository  at,  112,  114. 

CharteredFuud,  committee  on,  ordercd,8; 
announced,  9  ;  reports  of,  68,  80,  100. 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  price 
reduced,  38,  109,  112;  advertisements 
in,  109;  Pittsburgh,  100,  114. 

Church,  division  of,  illegal,  73  ;  plan  for, 
void,  77,  93. 

Church  property,  petition  to  divide,  42; 
commissioners  on,  from  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  communication  from, 
43  ;  reply  to,  47. 

Churches  seized  by  the  South,  116. 

Claims  of  superannuated  preachers,  pro- 
posal to  graduate,  11,  12,  23,  38,  SO. 

Colleges,  ])rayer  for,  proposed,  64 ;  sta- 
tistics to  be  collected,  69. 

Committees,  standing,  [see  Boundaries;] 

Communicants  of  other  Churches,  107. 

Conference,  annual,  (coloured,)  commit- 
tee on  memorials  concerning,  36 ; 
petition  for,  42 ;  reports  on,  93 ;  de- 
cision on,  130. 

Conference,  bounds  of,  [see  Boundaries;] 
new  Southern  proposed,  93  ;  new  south- 
western, 29,  39,  121  ;  records,  98. 

Conference  Funds.     [See  Claims.] 

Correspondence,  committee  of,  ordered, 
15;  appointed,  17  ;  reports  of,  79,  85, 
90;  the  addres.ses,  142,  146. 

Course  of  study  for  probationers  in  the 
ministry,  64,  133:  for  local  ])reachers, 
committee  to  draw  up,  proposed,  28; 
appointed,  36  ;  reports  of,  93,  108. 

Deed  of  Settlement,  64. 

Delegated  Annual  Conference,  21,  128. 

Delegates,  list  of,  5 ;  to  British  Confer- 
ence, 122;  to  Canada  Conf.,  131,  133. 

Discijiline,  committee  to  arrange,  12, 
101  ;  to  revise,  [sec  Revised;]  proposi- 
tions to  .alter,  and  changes  made — to 
include  preachers  '■  failing  in  business," 
10,  106  ;  to  try  local  preachers,  in  their 
absence,  17, 105;  to  try  those  who  neg- 
lect their  work.  17:  to  exclude  the 
guilty  from  all  Churcli  privileges,  18, 
105  ;  to  locate  the  membership  of  dis- 
continued preachers,  18,  105;  to  cause 
local  preachers  to  hold  membership  la 
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the  place  of  their  residences,  18, 105;  toi     requested  to  preach,  27  ;  sermon,  39; 

exclude  the  ministry  fi-om  tlie  liqnor       voteof  thanks  for.  30  :  questions  asked, 

trade,  23,  79  :  to  cause  the  Discipline  to !     47  ;  farewell  address,  53. 

conform  to  usage  in  the  reception  of  | 

preachers,  23 ;  to  make  the  time  of  pro-  i  Ebenezer  station,  St.  Louis,  12,  1 1 6. 

bation  four  years,  24, 107;  new  measure!  Editors  and   agents  elected,    104,    120; 


to  promote  pastoral  visiting,  27,  99 ;  to 
alter  chap,  ii,  sec.  7,  ans.  2,  27,  79 ;  to 
amend  formula  of  receivingprcachers  at 
conference,  29,  32;  to  strike  out  the 
question  (on  page  23)  concerning  super- 
numeraries, 29  ;  to  pay  the  board  of 
single  preachers,  37,  107  ;  to  preserve 
records  of  trials,  54  ;  to  make  the  term 


accounts  of,  63  ;  expenses  of,  104, 112, 
120  ;  no  extra  pay,  112  :  houses  of,  in 
New- York,  113  ;  "salaries  of,  119;  as- 
sistants of,  132. 
Education,  committee  on,  ordered,  8; 
announced,  9;  report  on  statistics  of 
colleges,  &c.,  69 ;  educational  collcctioa 
recommended,  70;  report,  132. 


^/t)-ee  years  in  each  station  or  circuit,  59;  Elections  of  editors,  &c.,  104,  105,  120. 
to  legalize  pews,  and  abolish  the  separa-!  Elliott,  Dr.,  chosen  historian,  131,  132. 
tion  of  the  sexes,  60 :  to  change  chap,  ii, ;  Emory,  Dr.,  resolution  concerning,  62. 
sec.  7,  paragraph  5. 60, 108 ;  to  fix  time  j  Episcopacy,  committee  on,  ordered.  7; 
to  elect  stewards,  60  ;  to  render  the  Ian- j     announced,  9;  report  of,  on  Maffitt's 
guage  of  the  6th  Eestrictive  IJule  more       case,  54,  78;  on  alleged  letter  of  Bp. 
definite,  60;    to  introduce    itinerancy       Morris,  55  ;  administration  of  bishops, 
among  adjoining  statir.Tis,  60;  to  locate  j      55;  claims  of  bishops,  55. 
inefficient  preachers,  64;  to  collect  re- j  Estimating  committees  amenable  to  quar- 
turns  of  bocks  sold  by  travelling  preach- 1      tcrly  conference,  102. 
ers,  64 ;  to  regulate  the  term  of  office  of  Evidence,  new,  in  appeals,  127. 
trustees,  64  ;  to  remove  the  two  years'  Exjicnscs  of  delegates,  com.  on,  8.  9, 108. 
restriction  from  preachers  engaged  in  Expulsion,  illegal,  void,  126. 
^'ahdaih  Unions,  65  ;  to  cause  probation- 1 

ers  to  be  reported  separately,  65,  102;  to  i  Ferguson,  J.,  claims  of,  introduced,  93; 
amend  the  regular  question  concerning  j     referred  to  Missionary  Society,  120. 
bishops,  66, 102;  to  revise  the  ritual,  66  :  Finance,  committee  on,  ordered,  12;  ap- 
to  prevent  withdrawals  of  those  under  j     pointed,  13;  reports  of,  80,  124. 
censure,   66;  to  amend   certificate  of !  Fund,  Chartered,  com.mittee  on,  ordered, 
membership,  61,  108;  concerning  the  I     8;  appointed,  9;  reportsof,  68,80,100. 
trial  of  preachers,  61 ;  concerning  mis- 1  Funds,  proposition  to  div'^le,  to  Southern 
sion  funds,  62  ;  to  regulate  the  employ-       supernumeraries,  93 ;  decided,  1 14. 
ment  of  local  preachers  by  presiding! 

elders,  67,  126 ;  Wesley's  rule  on  spir-|  General  Conference,  ratio  of  representa- 
ituous    liquors   restored,  79;    to  give  j     tion,  38;  next,  where,  132. 
located  preachers  a  certificate,   98 ;  to  l  Genesee   Conference,    division  of,   peti- 
harmonize  Discipline,  101;    to  make       tion    concerning,    15,  20,    37;   action 
the  estimating  committee  amenable  to|     on,  71  ;  not  reconsidered,  97. 
the  quarterly  conference,  102  :  to  regu-  German  Missions.     [See  Missions.] 
late  the  trial" of  ministers,  103  ;  proviso  Green,  J.  C,  communication  from,  19; 
in  answer  to  question  2,  page  161  of  I     action  thereon,  38. 
Discipline,  stricken  out,  105;  concern-! 

ing  communicants  from  other  churches.  I  Harvey,  Rev.  J.,  resolution  rel.-'tive  to, 101. 
107  ;  to  regulate  the  book  committees,  I  History  of  M.  E.  Church  provided  for,  54. 
115;  to  amend  language  of  Discipline!  Horse-keeping,  64,  128. 
concerning  *"  presumption  of  guilt,".  Hymn-book,  committee  on,  ordered,  12; 
124;  provision  for  naval  stations,]  announced,  13  ;  report  of,  25,  26 ;  com- 
124:  term  of  office  of  presiding  elders ;  mittee  to  nominate  Committee  of  Re- 
not  restricted  to  two  years,  124;  con-i  visal,  36  ;  their  report,  70. 
cerning  illegal    expulsion,  125;    trial] 

carried  up  by  the  preacher,  127    disci- !  Itinerancy,   committee  on,   ordered,    7; 
plinaryniodeof  trial  not  to  be  departed       announced,  10,23;  reportsof,  41,48; 
from,    127;   rights  of    superannuated!     final  report  of,  98. 
preachers  not   resident  in    their   own  ■  Itinerancy  in  contiguous  stations,  99, 100. 
conferences,  128;  concerning  employ- 1 

ment  of  coloured  preachers,  130.  Jones,  S.  D.,  business  of,  90. 

Dixon,  Dr.,  introduced,   14  ;  credentials  Journal,  General  Conference,  to  be  coin- 
read,  and  vote  of  thanks  passed,  15;!     pleted,  132;  to  be  published,  123. 
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Ladies'  Repository,  104,  lOG. 

Law  questions  preferred  by  the  bishops, 
18;  committee  on,  ordered,  19;  an- 
nounced, 21  ;  increased,  23 ;  reports 
of,  30,  32,  G6  ;  finiil  report,  125-129. 

Leesliurg,  memorial  from,  67. 

Liberia  Mission,  to  lessen  expenses  of, 
131  ;  memorial  from,  askinj^  rcpresen- 
taiion  in  General  Conference,  b& ;  ac- 
tion on  memorial,  91,  92,  97. 

Local  preachers,  right  of,  to  contract,  11 ; 
ordination  of,  30;  recommended,  &c., 
126;  coloured,  (district  conference  of,) 
30;  where  amenable,  105;  course  of 
study  for,  committee  to  draw  up,  or- 
dered, 2S;  announced,  30;  report  of, 
93,  108. 

Located  preachers,  how  located,  103 ; 
certificates  to  be  given  to,  98,  100; 
where  amenable,  105. 

Lyon,  J.  C,  business  of,  90. 

Maflkt,  J.  N.,  case  of,  introduced  by 
Bisiiop  Hedding,  12  ;  course  of  Bishop 
He.lding  approved,  54,  55,  78. 

Maine  Conference,  petition  to  divide,  20 ; 
division  of,  71. 

Map  of  Conferences.  43. 

Mavsville  documents,  93,  133. 

M'Abce,  J.  N.,  business  of,  90. 

M'Elroy,  J.,  business  of,  90. 

Members,  Church,  withdrawal  of,  30; 
rights  of,  73 ;  leaving  with  certificate, 
38 :  expelled  illegally.  126  ;  Southern, 
petitions  from,  37  ;  not  exscinded,  73, 
117. 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  /Soiif^,  com- 
missioners from.    [See  Commissioners.] 

Mission,  Liberia,  resolve  concerning,  131. 

Missions,  committee  on,  ordered,  7  ;  an- 
nounced, 10  ;  report  on  German  books, 
33;  on  Oregon,  &c.,  39,69,  121;  on 
Home  Department,  28,  41,  92:  on 
Wyandott  Indians,  68 ;  on  Germans 
in  "  Ohio  and  Illinois,  68 ;  on  North- 
western Indians,  Germans  in  Illinois, 
and  Liberia  Mission  Conference,  91 ; 
on  Conference  Missionary  Society  for 
home  missions,  92  ;  on  Welsh,  Swedes, 
&C-.,  120  ;  on  Ferguson  case,  120  ;  pro- 
vision for  new  fields,  121. 

Missions,  how  to  raise  funds  for,  29. 

Mitchell,  J.  T.,  travel'g  expenses  of,  132. 

Monthly  Magazine,  61. 

Mount  Zion,  memorial  from,  15. 

Moving  expenses  of  Dr.  Bond,  63  ;  of  C 
B.  Tippett,  49,  50,  132. 

N.  Mexico,  included  in  a  conf.,  29,  39, 121. 

New- York  Conference,  division  of,  peti- 
tions for,  14,  ordered,  70;  when  to 
take  effect  determined,  119. 


Northwestern  Indians,  missions  to,  91. 
Norwegians,  mission  to,  53. 

Ofiicers  of  General  Conference,  election 
of,  93,  104,  108,  120. 

Ohio  Conference,  division  of,  petitions  for, 
16,  26  ;  ordered,  71,  72  ;  boundaries,  97. 

Oneida  Conference,  division  of,  petition 
for,  14;  ordered,  97. 

Oregon,  conference  to  include,  29  ;  an- 
nual conf.  for,  considered,  32,  39,  121. 

Osborn,  J.  W.,  appeal  of,  35 ;  deferred, 
42  ;  considered,  52  ;  decided,  57. 

Papers,  General  Conference,  proposed, 
in  quarto,  54. 

Pastoral  Address,  [see  Address;]  visiting, 
27,  99. 

Periodical  for  sermons  of  living  minis- 
ters, resolution  of  Oneida  Conference 
on,  20 ;  Michigan  Conference  on,  30 ; 
declared  inexpedient,  112. 

Pews  in  churches,  38. 

Pittsburgh,  vote  of  thanks  to  citizens  of, 
119,  132;  Conference,  division  of,  56, 
72;  Christian  Advocate,  100,  104. 

Plan  of  Separation,  violations  of,  ordered 
to  be  inquired  into,  24;  reports  on, 
116,  164;  declared  null,  75,  78,  80; 
claims  of  those  exscinded  by,  116. 

Preachers,  probation  of,  four  years  pro- 
posed, 24,  29  ;  determined  upon,  107  ; 
reconsidered,  130;  coloured,  memorial 
of,  35,  130;  withdrawal  of,  30,  32,  65; 
how  may  be  located,  64,  103  ;  failing 
in  business,  106;  trials  of,  how  con- 
ducted, 103,  105,  128;  proposed  by 
committee,  126. 

Presiding  elders,  districts  of,  23 ;  term 
of  service,  124. 

Probationers,  how  to  be  reported,  102. 

Publication,  committee  on,  17. 

Publication  of  Rules,  committee  on,  or- 
dered, 8  ;   announced,  9 ;  reported,  36. 

Quarterly  Review,  advertisements  in, 
103;  expenses  of,  114;  resolutions 
concerning,  109,  113. 

Question  sixth  (Discipline,  p.  23)  stricken 
out,  103. 

Questions  of  order,  13;  of  law,  preferred 
bv  bishops,  18;  presented  by  others, 
37,  43,  57,  61,  64;  committee  on,  or- 
dered, 19;  announced,  21  ;  increased, 
21,  23;  report  on  withdrawals,  30,32; 
final  report,  125-128. 

Re.al  estate  in  N.  Y.  and  Cincinnati,  114. 
Records,  Conference,  how  to  be  kept,  98. 
Reed,  Mrs.  N.,  donation  from,  35. 
Release  of  estates  of  debtors  to  the  Book 
Concern,  50. 
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Reports  of  committees.     [See  lievLciL] 

Resolution  of  1840  rescinded.  59,  125. 

Restrictive  Rule,  si.\tli.  projjosition  to 
cliange,  43 ;  proposition  to  suspend, 
123;  votes  of  anniuil  conferences  on 
proposal  to  abolish,  48,  56,  86,  94; 
new  rule  proposed,  40. 

Revisal  of  Discipline,  committee  on,  pro- 
posed, 8;  ordered,  11;  announced,  13; 
modified,  46;  reports  of,  32,  42,  68. 
102,  105-108.     [See  DisciiAine.] 

Rights  of  members  to  membership,  73, 
74,  117,  126. 

Ritual,  proposal  to  revise,  66. 

St.  Louis,  memorial  from,  19;  action 
thereon,  117. 

Savage,  J.,  letter  of,  37. 

Secret  societies,  paper  on,  37. 

Sellick,  E.  J.,  appeal  of,  introduced,  63 ; 
action  on,  116. 

Sexton,  resolution  to  pay,  117. 

Singing,  mem.  on,  from  West  Troy,  36. 

Slavery,  memorial  on,  from  Middletown, 
36 ;  resolution  of  1840  on,  59;  re- 
scinded, 125. 

SnifFen,  B.  D.,  appeal  of,  introduced,  41 ; 
considered,  56,  58 ;  decided,  59. 

Soule,  Bishop,  communication  from,  43; 
action  on,  45,47  ;  letter  from,  109,  134. 

Spirituous  liquors,  Wesley's  rule  on,  79. 

Sprague,  Ezra,  appeal  of,  presented,  41  ; 
taken  up,  43;  considered,  48  ;  decided, 
51 ;  questions  of  Troy  delegation  on. 
54 ;  referred  to  law  committee,  93 ; 
answered,  129. 

Standing  Commtitees.    \^q.c  Boundaries.'] 

State  of  the  Church,  committee  on, 
ordered,  8;  announced,  10  ;  report 
touching  Dr.  Pierce,  21  ;  questioning 
bishops,  24;  on  division  of  Church 
property,  47 ;  on  sixth  Restrictive 
Rule,  56 ;  declaring  division  uncon- 
stitutional, 73-94 ;  on  evil  results  of 
plan,  116-118;  final  report  presented, 
129  ;  adopted.  131 :  report  on  property 
question,  141:  final  report,  154;  on 
infractions  of  the  plan,  164. 

Stations,  itinerancy  in,  petitioned  for,  14, 
60 ;  declared  inexpedient,  99. 

Stevens,  A.,  resignation  of,  120. 

Stowe,  T.,  business  of,  90. 

Strawberry  Plains,  paper  from,  15. 

Snnday-School  Union,  memorial  of,  26  : 
report  on,  123,  149 ;  Advocate,  109, 
113;  superintendents,  28,  29;  deposi- 
tories of  books,  113. 

Superannuates,  receipts  of,  to  be  report- 
ed, proposed,  14;  Southern,  proposi- 
tion to  pay,  93;  considered,  110,  111  ; 
decided,  114;  rights  of,  -where  resi- 
dent, 128. 


Table  expenses,  committee  on,  amenable, 
64,  102. 

Tem]>erance,  committee  on,  ordered,  8; 
announced,  9 ;  address  from  New- 
York  on,  20;  Discipline  on,  23,  27; 
report  on,  51,  53,  79:  adopted,  124; 
the  report,  153. 

Testimony,  admissibility  of.  question  of 
law,  18,  127  ;  new,  inadmissible  iu  ap- 
peals. 127. 

Tilton,  H.  C,  business  of,  112. 

Tippctt,  C.  B.,  letter  from,  35  ;  report  on, 
49;  action  on,  .50,  132. 

Tracts,  committee  on,  8,  9  ;  report  on, 
151. 

Travelling  expenses,  what,  64,  128. 

Trials,  carried  up  by  preacher,  127;  ap- 
pealed, no  new  evidence  in,  127;  con- 
ference, to  be  recorded,  99 ;  proposed, 
to  be  by  committee,  99,  103,  126. 

Troy  Conference,  resolutions  of,  37. 

Trustees  of  Churches,  proposition  to 
regulate,  term  of  office,  28,  64,  65. 

Vote  of  thanks  to  citizens  of  Pittsburgh, 
119,  132:  to  secretaries,  132;  to  Phi- 
lological Institute,  133  ;  to  trustees  of 
churches,  133;  to  Mrs.  Nelson  Reed, 
35;  to  Dr.  Dixon,  15,  39  ;  to  be  pub- 
lislied,  119. 

Wesleyans,  Canada,  representatives  from, 
12;  communication  from  Book  Com- 
mittee of  Canada  Conference,  26;  Ad- 
dress of  Canada  Conference,  34,  146; 
to  be  published,  119;  address  of  dele- 
gates, 35  ;  report  on  communication 
of  Book  Committee,  49,  50 ;  address 
to,  adopted,  91,  148;  Dr.  Bangs 
chosen  delegate  to  Canada  Confer- 
ence, 131. 

Wesleyans, English.communication  from, 
59 ;  ordered,  reply  of  committee  of 
Conference  read,  and  recommitted,  79, 
85;  adopted,  90:  report,  142. 

Wesley  Cliapcl,  St,  Louis,' 34,  116. 

Welsh,  mission  to,  53. 

Westmoreland  petition,  resolution  ap- 
pended to,  59;  rescinded,  125;  min- 
utes relating  to,  stricken  out,  119. 

Widows.  Southern,  proposed  to  pay,  93, 
110.  114. 

Withdrawal  of  Bishop  Sonle,  45,  47;  of 
members,  30,  66. 

Wood,  A.,  business  of,  11.  23. 

Wood.  B.  C,  business  of,  12,  24. 

Wyandott  Indians,  memorial  from,  42  \ 
committee  ordered,  42;  report,  68. 

Zion's  Herald,  proposal  to  transfer,  to 
General  Conference,  61  ;  negotiations 
ordered,  111,  115;  editorial  in,  69,  70. 
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LIST  OF  DELEGATES  BY  CONFERENCES. 


Baltimore  Conference — Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Alfred  Giiffitb, 
John  Davis,  Nerval  Wilson,  John  A.  Collins,  John  Bear,  Henry  Slicer, 
John  A.  Gere,  S.  Samuel  Roszell,  Aquila  A.  Reese,  Charles  B.  Tippett, 
Benjamin  N.  Brown. 

Philadelphia  Conference — Francis  Hodgson,  Levi  Scott,  John  P. 
Durbin,  David  Dailey,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  Barnes,  Elijah 
Miller,  J.  Cunningham. 

Providence  Conference — Da\'id  Patten,  Abel  Stevens,  Erastus 
Benton,  William  T.  Harlow,  Daniel  Webb,  Daniel  Wise. 

New-Jersey  Conference — John  M'Clintock,  George  F.  Brown, 
Daniel  P.  Kidder,  John  S.  Porter,  Jefferson  Lewis,  James  Ayars, 
Thomas  M'Carroll,  Isaac  Winner. 

New-England  Conference — Miner  Raymond,  Charles  K.  True, 
JeflFerson  Hascall,  Charles  Adams,  James  Porter,  Amos  Binney, 

New- York  Conference — George  Peck,  Phineas  Rice,  Peter  P. 
Sandford,  Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  Joseph  Holdich,  John  C.  Lyon,  Jarvis  Z. 
Nichols. 

New-Hampshire  Conference — Osmon  C.  Baker,  Elisha  Adams, 
Reuben  Dearborn,  Elihu  Scott,  Elijah  Mason. 

New- York  East  Conference — Laban  Clark,  Nathan  Bangs,  Heman 
Bangs,  Bartholomew  Creagh,  James  H.  Perry,  Seymour  Landon, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold. 

Troy  Conference — Stephen  D.  Brown,  Barnes  M.  Hall,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  Clark,  Zebulon  Phillips,  Timothy  Benedict,  Desi- 
vignia  Starks,  John  Frazer,  Reuben  Wescott. 

Western  Virginia  Conference — Samuel  G.  J.  Worthington,  Moses 
Tichnell. 

Vermont  Conference — Joseph  C.  Aspmwall,  Andes  T.  Bullard, 
Edmund  Copeland. 

Pittsburgh  Conference — Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Homer  J.  Clarke, 
Robert  Hopkins,  Andrew  Magee,  John  Coil,  William  Hunter,  Samuel 
Wakefield. 

East  Maine  Conference — Nathan  D.  George,  William  H.  Pilsbury, 
Albert  Church,  Asahel  Moore. 


4  List  of  Delegates  hy  Conferences. 

Wisconsin  Conference — Channcey  Hobart,  William  H.  Sampson, 
Henry  Summers. 

Black  River  Conference — George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac 
L.  Hunt,  Arza  J.  Phelps,  Gardner  Baker,  Burroughs  Holmes. 

Maine  Conference — George  Webber,  Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Charles  C. 
Cone,  Aaron  Sando-son,  Stephen  Allen. 

Erie  Conference — Calvin  Eangsley,  Hiram  Kinsley,  William  Patter- 
son, Bryan  S.  Hill,  WilUam  H.  Hunter,  Edwin  J.  L.  Baker,  James  H. 
Whallen. 

Rock  River  Conference — Asahel  E.  Phelps,  Luke  Hitchcock, 
Stephen  P.  Keyes,  Richard  Haney,  John  Chandler. 

Oneida  Conference — David  Holmes,  Elias  Bowen,  Daniel  W.  Bris- 
tol, William  Reddy,  Lyman  Sperry,  Isaac  Parks,  Ephraim  B.  Tenny, 
John  M.  Snyder,  Silas  Comfort. 

North  Ohio  Conference — Edward  Thomson,  John  H.  Power, 
Henry  Whiteman,  Thomas  BarkduU,  John  Quigley,  Adam  Poe,  Hiram 
M.  Shaffer, 

Iowa  Conference — Henry  W.  Reed,  Joseph  Brooks,  Jacob  G. 
Dimmitt. 

East  Genesee  Conference — William  Hosmer,  Moses  Crow,  John 
Dennis,  John  G.  Gulick,  Benjamin  F.  Tefft,  Nathan  Fellows. 

North  Indiana  Conference — George  M.  Beswick,  William  H. 
Goode,  Samuel  T.  Gillett,  John  L.  Smith,  Joseph  Marsee,  John  Daniel. 

Missouri  Conference — Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  Christopher  L.  Houts. 

Michigan  Conference — Wellington  H.  Collins,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 
Edward  M'Clure,  Daniel  D.  Whedon,  Francis  B.  Bangs,  Resin  Sapp. 

Genesee  Conference — Thomas  Carlton,  Eleazer  Thomas,  Philo  E. 
Brown,  Israel  Chamberlayne. 

Ohio  Conference — WiUiam  Nast,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Jacob  Young, 
Charles  Elliott,  George  W.  Walker,  Granville  Moody,  John  F.  Wright, 
Uriah  Heath,  Zachariah  Connell,  Cyrus  Brooks,  Alfred  M.  Lorraine, 
Michael  Marley,  Robert  0.  Spencer. 

Illinois  Conference — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwright,  James  B. 
Corrington,  George  Rutledge,  Philip  Kuhl,  Colton  D.  James. 

Indiana  Conference — Matthew  Simpson,  William  M.  Daily,  Edward 
R.  Ames,  James  Havens,  Elijah  Whitten,  Lucien  W.  Berry. 
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SATUEDAY  MOENING,  MAY  1. 

The  eleventh  delegated  General  Conference  of  the  Meth-        May  i. 
odist  Episcopal  Church  assembled  in  the  Bromfield-street 
Church,   in   the   city  of  Boston,  at  nine  o'clock,   A.   M.,  Organization. 
Bishops  Waugh,  Morris,  and  Janes  being  present. 

Bishop  Waugh  opened  the  session  by  reading  the  Holy 
Scriptures,  and  singing  hymn  216,  and  prayer  by  brothers 
Laban  Clark  and  Jacob  Young ;  then  singing  hymn  212,  and 
prayer  by  brothers  Peter  Cartwright  and  George  Gary. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  and  Charles  Adams  were  requested 
to  act  as  secretaries  in  organizing  the  Conference. 

Bishop  Waugh  called  the  Annual  Conferences  in  order,  Conferences 
and  the  following  delegates  presented  their  certificates  of    ''*"®*^- 
election,  and  were  recognised  as  members : — 

Neio-York   Conference. — George   Peck,   Phineas   Rice, 
Peter  P.  Sandford,  Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  Joseph  Holdich,  ^^^'"''^^ 
John  C.  Lyon,  Jar\is  Z.  Nichols. 

Neip-Hampshire. — Osmon  C.  Baker,  Elisha  Adams,  Reu- 
ben Dearborn,  Elihu  Scott,  Elijah  Mason. 

Troy. — Stephen  D.  Brown,  Barnes  M,  Hall,  Andrew 
Witherspoon,  John  Clark,  Zebulon  Phillips,  Timothy  Bene- 
dict, Desi^^gnia  Stark,  John  Frazer,  Reuben  Wescott. 

New  -  York  East. — Nathan  Bangs,  Heman  Bangs,  Bar- 
tholomew Creagh,  James  H.  Perry,  Seymour  Landon, 
Edwin  E.  Griswold,  L.  Clark. 

Western  Virginia. — Samuel  G.  J.  Worthington,  Moses 
Tichnell. 

East  Maine. — Nathan  D.  George,  William  H.  Pillsbury, 
Albert  Church,  Asahel  Moore. 

Pittsburgh. — Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Homer  J.  Clarke,  An- 
drew Magee,  John  Coil,  William  Hunter,  Samuel  Wakefield. 

Vermont. — Joseph  C.  Aspenwall,  Andes  T.  Bullard,  Ed- 
mund Copeland. 

Wisconsin. — Chauncey  Hobart,  William  H.  Sampson, 
Henry  Summers. 
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May  1.  Black  River. — George  Gary,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac  L, 

Delegates.       Hunt,  Arza  J.  Phelps,  Gardner  Baker,  Burroughs  Hohnes. 

Maine. — George  Webber,  Joseph  H.  Jenne,  Charles  C. 
Cone,  Aaron  Sanderson,  Stephen  Allen. 

Urie. — Cahin  Kingsley,  Hiram  Kansley,  William  Patter- 
son, Bryan  S.  Hill,  William  H.  Himter,  Edwin  J.  L.  Baker, 
James  H.  Whalen. 

Rock  River. — Asahel  E.  Phelps,  Luke  Hitchcock,  Ste- 
phen P.  Keyes,  Richard  Haney,  John  Chandler. 

Oneida. — David  Holmes,  Elias  Bowen,  Daniel  W.  Bristol, 
William  Reddy,  Lyman  Sperrj',  Isaac  Parks,  Ephraim  B. 
Tenny,  John  M.  Snyder,  Silas  Comfort. 

North  Ohio. — Edward  Thomson,  John  H.  Power,  Hemy 
Whiteman,  Thomas  Barkdull,  John  Quigley,  Adam  Poe, 
Hu-am  M.  Shaffer. 

Iowa. — Henry  W.  Reed,  Joseph  Brooks. 

East  Genesee. — William  Hosmer,  Moses  Crow,  John  Den- 
nis, John  G.  Gulick,  Benjamin  F.  Tefft,  H.  N.  Seaver. 

North  Indiana. — George  M.  Beswick,  William  H.  Goode, 
Samuel  T.  Gillett,  John  L.  Smith,  Joseph  Marsee,  John 
Daniel. 

Missouri. — Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  Christopher  L.  Houts. 

Michigan. — Wellington  H.  Collins,  Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 
Edward  M'Clure,  Francis  B.  Bangs,  Resin  Sapp. 

Genesee. — Thomas  Carlton,  Eleazer  Thomas,  Philo  E. 
Brown,  Israel  Chamberla}Tae. 

Ohio. — William  Nast,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Jacob  Young, 
Charles  Elliott,  George  W.  Walker,  John  F.  Wright,  Uriah 
Heath,  Zachariah  Connell,  Cjrus  Brooks,  Alfred  M.  Lor- 
rain,  Michael  Marley,  Robert  O,  Spencer. 

Illinois. — Peter  Akers,  Peter  Cartwiight,  James  B.  Cor- 
rington,  George  Rutledge,  Philip  Kuhl,  Colton  D.  James. 

Indiana. — Matthew  Simpson,  William  M.  Daily,  Edward 
R.  Ames,  James  Havens,  Elijah  Whitten,  Lucien  W.  Berry. 

Baltimore. — Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  Alfred  Griffith,  John 
Davis,  Norval  Wilson,  John  A.  Collins,  John  Bear,  Henry 
Sheer,  John  A.  Gere,  S.  Samuel  Roszell,  Aquila  A.  Reese, 
Charles  B.  Tippett,  Benj.  N.  Brown. 

Philadelphia. — Francis  Hodgson,  Levi  Scott,  John  P. 
Durbin,  David  Dailey,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  Bams, 
EUjah  Miller,  James  Cunningham. 

New-Jersey. — John  M'Clintock,  Geo.  F.  Brown,  Daniel 
P.  Kidder,  John  S.  Porter,  Jefferson  Lewis,  James  Ayars, 
Thomas  M'Carroll. 

Providence. — David  Patten,  Abel  Stevens,  Erastiis  Ben- 
ton, Wm.  T.  Harlow,  Daniel  Webb,  Daniel  Wise. 

New-England. — Miner  Raymond,  Charles  K.  True,  Jef- 
ferson Haskall,  Charles  Adams,  James  Porter,  Amos  Bin- 
iiey. 
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The  Conference  proceeded  to  elect  a  Secretary  for  the       May  i. 
present  session. 

A  motion  was  made  to  choose  by  nomination  and  elec-  Election  of  Seo- 

,.  "^  retary. 

tion. 

A  substitute  was  offered  and  adopted,  to  proceed  by  bal- 
lot to  the  choice  of  Secretary. 

■     By  motion,  the  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  persons 
to  receive  and  count  the  ballots.  / 

Brothers  Cartwright  and  Holdich  were  appointed  by  the 
chair. 

Brothers  Ames  and  Slicer  were  requested,  by  the  chair, 
to  act  as  secretaries  to  the  tellers  in  counting  the  votes  cast 
for  Secretary. 

Jos.  M.  Trimble  was  chosen  Secretary. 

Moved  and  carried,  to  postpone  the  choice  of  Assistant 
Secretaries  till  Monday  next. 

Conference  agreed  to  open  their  sessions  at  8  o'clock,  Time  of  opening 
A.  M.,  and  adjoui-n  at  12i,  P.  M.  Ixont"'"'^ "'" 

The  following  resolutions  prevailed  : — 

Resolved,   That  the  Editors  of  the  General  Conference  Pubiisiiing  Com- 
papers,  who  are  members  of  this  body,  and  the  Editor  of    mi"ee. 
Zion's  Herald,  be  a  Committee  to  employ  a  Reporter,  and 
superintend  the  official  publication  of  our  proceedings. 

Resolved,  That   the   Presiding  Elders   of   Boston   and  Committee   on 
Charlestown  Districts,  and  the  Preachers  stationed  in  Bos-  P^^ic  worship, 
ton,  be  a  Committee  to  superintend  the  arrangements  for 
supplying  the  pulpits  and  sup erm tending  public  worship. 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
half-past  three  o'clock. 

The  session  was  prolonged  a  few  minutes,  and  then  ad- 
journed with  prayer  by  brother  Tichnell. 

Saturday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  religious  services  by  brother  0.  C.  Baker,  the  hst 
was  called,  and  the  journals  read. 

Brothers  P.  P.  Sandford  and  H.  J.  Clarke  presented  their  Certificates  of 
certificates  of  election  as  delegates,  which  were  read.  and  h. J^ciarke. 

Brother  Tenny  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  till 
Monday. 

On  motion  of  brother  Slicer,  the  Superintendents  were  superintendents 
requested  to  make  their  communications  to  the  Conference  requested,  && 
on  Monday  next,  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

The  rules  by  which  the  General  Conference  of  1848  was  Kuies  governing 
governed  were  called  for,  and  on  motion  of  brother  N.  Bangs  ^nce^"^*^  Confer- 
they  were  read. 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional rule,  which  was  adopted,  to  wit : — 

It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  call  for  the  yeas  Adoption  of  new 
and  nays  upon  any  question  before  the  Conference ;  and  if  ™^®" 
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Hay  1. 


Two-third  rule 
tabled. 


Rules  adopted. 


Standing  Com- 
3  ordered, 


the  call  be  sustained  by  twenty-five  of  the  members  present, 
the  vote  thereon  shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Brother  W.  M  Dailey  offered  the  following  as  an  addi- 
tional rule,  viz. : — 

Whenever  two-thirds  of  the  General  Conference  shall 
sustain  a  call  for  the  previous  question,  it  shall  be  ordered, 
and  the  main  question  put  without  further  debate. 

This  was  by  motion  laid  on  the  table. 

Brother  Sheer  proposed  an  amendment  to  rule  fifteenth, 
to  add  after  the  word  until  [the  words]  it  has  been  read  to 
the  Conference  twice,  on  two  separate  days. 

On  motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  rules  above  referred  to,  with  the  additional  rule  by 
brother  Collins,  were  adopted  for  the  government  of  the 
present  session  of  this  Conference. 

A  motion  by  brother  H.  Bangs  to  print  the  rules,  was, 
by  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

By  motion  of  brother  Ames,  the  Conference  ordered  the 
following  Standing  Committees,  viz.,  on  Episcopacy,  on 
Itinerancy,  on  Missions,  on  Boundaries,  and  on  the  Book 
Concern :  such  Committees  to  consist  of  one  delegate  from 
each  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  to  be  nommated  by  the 
delegates  from  said  Conferences. 

On  motion  of  brother  H.  Bangs,  Conference  adjourned 
with  prayer  by  brother  J.  S.  Porter. 


MONDAY  MOENING,  MAY  3. 


Bar  of  Confer 
ence. 


Episcopal  Com 
mittee. 


May  3.  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  ordinary  religious  services  by  brother  N.  Bangs, 
the  list  was  called,  and  the  journal  read  and  approved. 

Brother  Osbon  moved  that  a  line  running  with  the  second 
post  from  the  door  be  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

The  following  Standing  Committees  were  appointed  : — 

Episcopal  Committee. — P.  P.  Sandford,  E.  Scott,  N 
Bangs,  T.  Benedict,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  H.  Pilcher, 
S.  T.  Ballard,  I.  Chamberlayne,  S.  Wakefield,  Jacob  Young, 
W.  H.  Pillsbury,  Peter  Cartwright,  Henry  Summers,  L.  W, 
Berry,  George  Gary,  Alfred  Grifiith,  George  Webber,  D. 
Dailey,  Hiram  Kinsley,  Daniel  Webb,  Richard  Haney; 
Charles  Adams,  John  S.  Porter,  Ehas  Bowen,  John  H 
Pond,  Henry  W.  Reed,  Wm.  Hosmer,  Wm.  H.  Goode 
Joseph  H.  Hopkins. 
Itinerancy  Com-  Itinerancy  Committee. — J.  Z.  Nichols,  0.  C.  Baker,  He 
mittee.  man  Bangs,  B.  M.  Hall,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  Cope 

land,  John  Coil,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Sampson,  I.  L.  Hunt 
Joseph  H.  Jenne,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  M.  Sny 
der,  Adam  Poe,  H.  W.  Reed,  H.  N.  Seaver,  G.  M.  Bes 
with,  C,  J.  Houts,  F.  B.  Bangs,  Philo  E.  Brown,  Zachariah 
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Connell,  J.  B.  Corrington,  Elijah  Whitten,  John  Davis,  "Wm.       May  3. 
Barnes,  David  Patten,  Jefferson  Lewis,  Miner  Raymond. 

Mission  Committee. — George  Peck,  Elijah  Mason,  Bar-  Mission  Com- 
tholomew  Creagh,  John  Clarke,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  E.  °''"°''- 
Copeland,  Horn.  J.Clark,  Albert  Church,  Chauncey  Hobart, 
Hiram  Mattison,  Charles  C.  Cone,  B.  S.  Hill,  L.  Hitchcock, 
Silas  Comfort,  Henry  Whitman,  Joseph  Brooks,  John  G. 
Gulick,  S.  T.  Gillett,  C.  J.  Houts,  Resin  Sapp,  Thomas 
Carlton,  Alfred  M.  Lorraine,  E.  D.  James,  E.  R.  Ames,  N. 
J.  B.  Morgan,  Erastus  Benton,  J,  P.  Durbin,  Geo.  F.  Brown, 
Chas.  K.  True. 

Committee  on  Boundaries. — Phineas  Rice,  R.  Dearborn,  Boundary  Com- 
E.  E.  Griswold,  Desivignia  Starks,  Moses  Tichnell,  J.  C.  ™i"ee. 
Aspenwall,  Thomas  M.  Hudson,  Asahel  Moore,  Chauncey 
Hobart,  Burroughs  Holmes,  Aaron  Sanderson,  Calvin 
Kingsley,  John  Chandler,  I.  Parks,  Hiram  M.  Shaffer,  Jo- 
seph Brooks,  John  Dennis,  John  L.  Smith,  Joseph  H.  Hop- 
kins, Welliiigton  H.  Collins,  Thomas  Carlton,  George  W. 
Walker,  Peter  Akers,  James  Havens,  John  A.  Gere,  Fran- 
cis Hodgson,  William  T,  Harlow,  James  Ayers,  Amos 
Binney. 

Committee  on  Book  Concern. — A.  M.  Osbon,  John  A.  Book  Concern 
Collins,  Elisha  Adams,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  Zebulon  Phil-  Committee. 
lips,  Daniel  Wise,  Laban  Clark,  John  M'Clintock,M.Tiche- 
nell,  James  Porter,  A.  T.  Bullard,  Robt.  Hopkins,  Asahel 
Moore,  Henry  Summers,  A.  J.  Phelps,  Stephen  Allen,  Wm. 
H.  Hunter,  S.  P.  Keys,  David  Holmes,  John  Quigley,  Jo- 
seph Brooks,  B.  F.  Tefft,  Joseph  Marsee,  C.  J.  Houts,  T. 
M'Clure,  Eleazer  Thomas,  John  F.  Wright,  Geo.  Rutledge, 
Wm.  M.  Dailey. 

Brother  Phelps  moved  to  dispense  with  the  order  of  the 
day.     Carried. 

On  motion  of  brother  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  agreed  Assistant  Secre- 
to  proceed  to  the  election  of  Assistant  Secretaries.  ^a-nes. 

Brother  H.  Bangs  moved  that  the  Conference  elect,  by 
ballot,  three  Assistant  Secretaries.     Carried. 

Brother  Porter  moved  that  the  brother  having  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  be  the  first  Assistant,  and  the  others 
in  the  same  order.     Agreed. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  ordered  that  the  tellers  retire, 
and,  with  the  aid  of  brothers  Ames  and  Sheer,  count  the 
votes,  and  report  to  the  Conference. 

Brother  J.  A.  Collins  proposed  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  by  committee  on 
the  chair,  to  be  denominated  the  Committee  on  Revisal,  to  Eevisai ordered, 
whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions,  memorials  and  proposi- 
tions asking  for  or  contemplating  any  change  in  the  Disci- 
pline, unless  otherwise  ordered  by  the  Conference.  The 
resolution  was  amended,  by  saying  one  from  each  confer- 
ence instead  of  seven,  and  adopted. 
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May  3.  Brother  W.  H.  Goode  offered  the  following : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed 
^derS'"^^^  °'^'  ^y  ^^  chair,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  pertam- 
ing  to  our  seminaries  of  learning,  to  be  called  the  Commit- 
Education.         ^^  0^  Education.     Adopted. 

g.yg  2.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appointed  upon  the  Bible 

cause,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters  pertaining  to 
that  subject.     Adopted. 

3.  That  a  sunilar  committee  be  appointed  on  Sabbath 
and  Tracts.       Schools  and  Tracts,  to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  matters 

pertaining  to  these  subjects.     Adopted. 
Temperance.  4.  That  a  similar  committee  be  appomted  on  Temperance, 

to  whom  shall  be  referred  all  petitions  and  propositions  on 
that  subject.     Adopted. 
Expenses  of  Del-      5.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  on  the  Ex- 
egates.  penses  of  the  Delegates,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  ascer- 

tain the  amount  of  the  expenses  of  the  delegates,  of  the 
collections  taken  up  to  pay  them,  and  the  method  of  meet- 
ing deficiencies,  should  any  occm*.     Adopted. 

Brother  S.  Comfort  moved  to  amend  the  above  by  mak- 
ing it  read  "  each  delegate."     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  brother  Kingsley,  the  fifth  resolution  was 
adopted. 
Committee     on      g.  That  a  Committee  of  seven  be  appointed  as  above,  to 
rman     or  .  ^^  denominated   the   Committee   on  the  German  Work. 
Adopted. 
Assistant  Secre-      The  tellers  reported,  and  the  chau-  declared  that  brothers 
taries  elected,    q  Adams  and  B.  Griffen  were  elected  Assistant  Secretaries. 
Brother  J.  A.  Colhns  offered  the  following  : — 
Resolved,  That  brother  W.  M.  Daily,  having  the  highest 
number  of  votes  among  those  not  elected,  be  now,  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  elected  the  third  Assistant  Secretary.     Carried. 
Rules  of  Confer-      Brother  Mattison  proposed  the  following  : — 
published.*"  ^      Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Printmg  be  instructed 
to  publish  the  rules  of  the  Conference,  together  with  the 
standing  and  other  principal  committees,  and  the  boarding 
places  of  the  delegates,  in  pamphlet  fonn,  for  the  use  of 
the  members  of  this  body.     Adopted. 

Brother  Reddy  moved  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  order 
of  the  day,  and  hear  the  Address  of  the  Superintendents. 
Canied. 
^jiy  8  Address      Bishop  Waugh  then  read  to  the  Conference  the  Address 
of  the  Superintendents.     (See  App.  V.  p.  180.) 

After  the  reading  of  the  Address,  brother  J.  S.  Porter 

offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 

Committee     on      Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Address  of  the  Bishops 

s'rvic  ^"f  ®B^^  ^  relates  to  our  lamented  Bishop  Hedding,  be  referred  to 

Hedding.        '  a  committee  of  five,  with  instructions  to  make  arrangements 

for  appropriate  funeral  services  to  be  solemnized  in  this 

house  some  time  during  the  session  of  this  Conference,  and 
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that  they  prepare  a  suitable  record  to  be  put  upon  the       Maya 
Journal. 

Brother  Tippett  offered  the  follo-sving : — 

That  so  much  of  the  Episcopal  Address  as  relates  to  the  Bishop's  Address 
Episcopacy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy.      otfEplscopac™' 

Tluxt  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  Itinerancy,  lunerancy. 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  that  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  sub- 
ject of  lengthening  the  time  of  probation  in  our  Annual 
Conferences,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  Temperance. 
Temperance,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  pubhca-  Book  CoHcern. 
tion  of  the  books  of  our  General  Catalogue,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  pubhcation  of  Sunday-  sabbath  Schools, 
school  Books  and  Tracts,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Sabbath  Schools. 

That  so  much  of  the  Address  as  relates  to  the  Bible  Bible. 
Cause,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

The  certificate  of  brother  J.  Hascall  was  read.  j.  Hascali. 

The  Episcopal  Address  was  on  motion  referred  to  the  Bishop's  Address 
Committee  on  Publication,  to  be  published  at  theh  discretion.  *°  ^^  pii^ii^hed. 

Brother  Berry  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  creating  a  Berry's  resolu- 
Committee  on  the  German  Work.     Laid  on  the  table.  '^"'^  ^''^^^<^- 

By  motion,  resumed  the  order  of  the  day.  Call,  was 
made  for  petitions  and  memorials. 

Brother  Coil,  of  the  Pittsbui-gh  Conference,  presented  a  Kttsburgh  Conf. 
petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  which  was  referred  *^°  ^^oundanes. 
to  tlie  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Haney  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  journals  kocIs;  River  Conf. 
of  the  Rock  River  Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries,  to  °°  Boundaries. 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Snyder  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the  Oneida  Oneida  Confer- 
Conference  journals  as  relates  to  boundaries,  to  the  Com-  darfes°°  '^^^' 
mittee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Marsee,  of  North  Indiana  Conference,  presented  North  Indiana 
a  petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  which  was  referred  Boundaries  ""^ 
to  the  Committee  on  Boimdaries. 

Also  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  North 
Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Goode  presented  certain  papers  on  the  subject  Sabbath  Schools, 
of  Sabbath  Schools.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath 
Schools. 

Brother  J.  L.  Smith  presented  certain  papers  relating  to  North-west  pa- 
the  establishment  of  a  North-west  paper,  which  were  re-  concern  Com!'^ 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Beswick,  of  North  Indiana,   presented  certain  North  Indiana  to 
papers  from  John  Keshng  and  others,  and  asked  their  refer-  Gen^n  worif 
N 
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May  3.        ence  to  Committee  on  Missions ;  but  by  motion  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 
■Western  Virgin-      M.  Tichenell,  of   Western  Virginia,  asked  that  so  much 
ries?**    oun  a-  ^^  ^j^^  journals  as  refers  to  boundaries,  be  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 
Memorial  on  De-      Brother  Houts  presented  a  memorial  to  the   General 
r^'toBookCon-  Conference  on  the  subject  of  a  Depository,  <fec.,  on  the 
cemCom.         Mississippi.    Refened  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Also,  a  memorial  from  several  brethren  in  Newark,  Mis- 
Church  Suit.       souri,  praying  the  General  Conference  to  instruct  the  Com- 
missioners to  appeal  the  Church  sviit.     Read,  and  on  motion 
of  brother  J.  A.  Collins,  was  refen-ed  to  a  special  commit- 
tee of  seven,  to  be  appointed  by  the  chair. 
...       •  f,    f ..       Also,  that  so  much  of  the  ioumals  of  the  Missouri  Con- 

Slissoun  Confer-  '  ■,  •  ^  ■,  ^     •        i  ri 

ence  on  Bonn-  ference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  boundaries,  be  reterred 
*^*"^"  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

.idjoumed  to  3,      On  motion,  the  Conference  agreed,  that  when  it  adjourn 
^-  '^-  it  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  E.  H.  Pilcher. 

Monday  Afternoon. 

The  Conference  was  opened  by  readmg  the  Scriptures, 
singing,  and  prayer  by  brother  A.  Poe.     Bishop  Waugh  in 
the  chair. 
Calling  Kou.  Th.e  calling  of  the  list  was  ordered  to  be  dispensed  with 

hereafter. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  session  was  read,  corrected 
and  approved. 

The  Conference  proceeded  with  the  order  of  the  day. 
The  Bishop  called  for  petitions  and  memorials. 
Michigan    Con-      A  memorial  from  Michigan  Conference,  relating  to  Home 
Jlje^ce^  Memo-  Evangelization,  was  presented  by  brother  E.  M'Clure.     It 
tee  on  Eevisais.  was  read  in  part,  when  the  further  reading  was  ordered  to 
be  dispensed  with,  and  it  was  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on 
Rensals. 
Genesee  Confer-      Qn  motion  of  brother  Chamberlayne,  so  much  of  the 
darfes?'^    °^' journal  of  the  Genesee  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject 
of  boimdaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
G.  w.  Walker  on      Brother  G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  on  the  sub- 
Boundaries,       jgpj.  ^^  boundaries,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
.       A  memorial  from  Vienna  Circuit,  Ohio  Conference,  was 
on  Boundaries,  presented  by  brother  M.  Marley,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 
Washington  Cir-     A  resolution  of  Washington  Circuit,  Ohio  Conference, 
cuUonBounda-^^g  presented  by  brother  Z.  Connell,  and  refeired  to  the 

Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Illinois   Confer-      On  motion  of  brother  P.  Cartwright,  so  much  of  the  jom*- 
Ss?""  ^''^'  nals  of  the  Illmois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  division  of 
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that  conference,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound-        May  3. 
aries. 

Brother  P.  Kuhl  presented  a  petition  from  the  German  German  Preach- 
preachers  connected  with  the  Ilhnois  Conference,  that  they  fcren il"!"'^  ^°°' 
may  be  attaclied  to  both  the  Illinois  and  Rock  River  Con- 
ferences.   The  petition  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
German  Work. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Indiana  Confer- 
the  Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  division  of  that  ence  on  Bound- 
conference  and  the  line  between  Indiana  and  North  Indiana  ^'""^^" 
Conferences,  was  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  Havens  presented  a  memorial  from  Southport  Circuit,  Southport  Cir- 
Indiana  Conference,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^uH  "^n  Bounda- 
on  Boundaries. 

Also  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Indiana  Indiana  confer- 
Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Depository  at  Indianapohs,  i)"i)ository.^°°'' 
be  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  M.  Simpson,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Indiana  Confer- 
Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  formation  of  a  German  German  Work  ^ 
Conference,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German 
Work. 

H.  Slicer,  of  Baltimore  Conference,  presented  a  memorial  Trustees  of  Eai- 
from  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of    ceding  reinTerl 
the  Baltimore  City  station,  proposing  the  removal  of  the  mcnto'f  Bishops 
remains  of  Bishop  Asbury  and  Bishop  Emory  to  the  new  ^f^'^^y^^^'^^- 
cemetery  at  Mount  Olivet,  which  was  read  to  the  Confer- 
ence.    Whereupon,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved 
imanimously  that  this  General  Conference  cordially  approve 
of  the  proposition  of  said  trustees,  and  that  the  secretaiy 
be  requested  to  notify  the  said  trustees  of  the  action  of  the 
Conference  upon  their  memorial. 

J.  Bear,  of  Baltimore  Conference,  presented  a  petition  Church  Suit. 
from  the  West  Baltimore  station,  relative  to  the  Church 
suit,  requesting  that  there  may  be  no  appeal  from  the  de- 
cision of  the  United  States  Circuit  Court,  which  was  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  seven,  yet  to  be  appointed. 

A  petition  of  W.  M.  Memmger,  asking  to  be  released  w.M.  Meminger. 
from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  presented,  and  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A  memorial  from  New- Jersey  Conference  was  presented  N.Jersey  Confer- 
by  J.  S,  Porter,  requesting  the  General  Conference  so  to  ^^^  °»  claim- 
alter  the  Discipline  of  the  Church,  as  to  give  to  the  Annual 
Conferences  the  power  to  decide  who  shall  be  claimants  on 
the  funds  of  the  Conference,  and  to  what  extent. 

The  above  memorial  pending,  H.  Bangs  submitted  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  Committee     on 
examine  and  consider  Avhether  our  temporal  economy  does  temporal Econ- 
not  require  revision — and  if  any,  what  that  revision  is,  and 
report  the  same  to  this  Conference. 
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May  3.  The  memorial  from  New-Jersey  Conference,  was  then 

referred  to  the  committee  just  ordered. 
Course  of  study      A  resolution  of  the  New-England  Conference  was  pre- 
tor  local  preach-  g^^^^^  ^^  j^j  Raymond,  on  the  subject  of  a  course  of  study 

for  local  preachers.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Locating  minis-      On  motion  of  C.  B.  Tippett,  so  much  of  the  Episcopal 
ters.  Address  as  relates  to  locating  unacceptable  ministers,  was 

refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Bishop  Bedding.      The  names  of  the  committee  ordered  this  morning  for 

the  piu^ose  of  providing  for  the  funeral  ser\-ices  occasioned 

by  the  decease  of  Bishop  Hedding,  were  announced  by  the 

chair,  \tz.  :— L.  Clark,  N.  Bangs,''©.  Webb,  A.  Griffith,  J. 

Porter. 

Notices   were   given,    and   the   Conference  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  brother  Landon. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  4. 

May  4.  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  brother  J.  Corring- 
ton,  the  journals  were  read  and  approved. 

The  names  of  D.  D.  Whedon  and  G.  Moody  were  placed 

\.  Moody^^^^^'  upon  the  list  of  members  of  the  Conference — having  pre- 
sented their  certificates. 

Committees.  The  chair  announced  the  following  committees : — 

Eev-isais  Committee  on  Revisals. — George  Peck,  0.  C.  Baker,  S.  D. 

Brown,  S.  Landon,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  Wm.  H.  PQls- 
bury,  T.  M.  Hudson,  A.  T.  Bullard,  H.  Summers,  G.  Gary, 
G.  Webber,  H.  Kinsley,  A.  E.  Phelps,  W.  Reddy,  E.  Thom- 
son, H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Dennis,  W.  H.  Goode,  C.  J.  Houts, 
W.  H.  Collins,  T.  Carlton,  M.  Marley,  P.  Akers,  J.  Ha- 
vens, N.  Wilson,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  M'Clintock,  D.  Webb,  J. 
Porter. 

German  Work.        Committee  on  German  Work. — J.  F.  Wright,  E.  R.  Ames, 
P.  Rice,  P.  Cartwi-ight,  W.  Nasi,  J.  C.  Lyon,  P.  Kuhl. 

Education.  Committee  on  Education. — M.  Simpson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  D. 

D.  Whedon,  M.  Crow,  S.  S.  Roszel,  L.  SpeiTy,  A.  Stevens. 

Babbath  Schools      Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools  and  Tracts. — H.  Sheer, 

and  Tracts.       D.  p,  Kidder,  W.  Patterson,  A.  Witherspoon,  T.  Barkdull, 
J.  Hascall,  J.  Daniel. 

Bible  cause.  Committee  on  Bible  Cause. — C.  Elliott,  J.  Holdich,  W. 

Hunter,  D.  W.  Bristol,  A.  A.  Reese,  J.  H.  Whalen,  G. 
Baker. 

Expenses  of  dele-      Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates. — C.  B.  Tippett, 

^  *'  J.  M.  Snyder,  A.  Magee. 

Church  Suit.  Committee  on   Church  Suit. — J.  Davis,   L.  Scott,  M. 

Simpson,  M.  Raymond,  R.  0.  Spencer,  J.  H.  Perry,  T. 
Carlton. 

Temporal  Econ-      Q^mmittee  on  Temporal  Economy.— R.  Bangs,  Thomas 
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M'Carroll,  U.  Heath,  J.  Fraser,  J.  Bear,  J.  Cvmningham,  C.        May  4 
Brooks. 

Committee  on  Temperance. — H.  Kinsley,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Temperance. 
W.  Berry,  G.  Moody,  I.  Winner,  E.  B.  Tenney,  B.  M. 
Brown. 

C.  Adams  asked  to  be  excused  from  serving  on  the  Com-  c.  Adams. 
mittee  on  Episcopacy.     Granted. 

F.  Hodgson  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  f.  Hodgson. 
on  Boundaries,  and  E.  Miller  nominated  and  appointed  to 

serve  on  said  Committee. 

C.  J.  Houts  was  excused  from  ser\ing  on  the  Committee  c.  J.  Houts. 
on  Missions,  and  J.  Hopkins  appointed  in  his  place. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  Boundaries. 
the  New- York  Conference   as   relates  to  the   subject  of 
boundaries,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  Peck  presented  a  memorial  from  Greene-street  Quar-  Sunday    School 
terly  Conference,  praying  the  General  Conference  to  pro- 
vide by  rule  for  making  the  male  superintendents  of  Sab- 
bath schools  members  of  the  Quarterly  Conference.     Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Sabbath  Schools. 

The  appeal  of  Ezra  Sprague,  of  the  Troy  Conference,  E.  Sprague's  ap- 
■was,  by  Vote,  made  the   order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  ^^ ' 
morning  next,  at  9  o'clock. 

Z.  Phillips  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Ritual. 
Troy  Conference  as  refers  to  the  amendment  of  our  Ritual, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

He  also  presented  certain  resolutions  of  the  State-street  Resolutions  ft-om 
Quarterly  Conference,  of  Troy  City,  which  were  read,  and, 
on  motion,  the  first  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Temporal  Economy,  and  the  second  resolution  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Brown  presented  the  request  of  P.  R.  Stover,  P-  R-  Stover. 
requesting  to  be  released  from  a  claim  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern.    RefeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

N.  Bangs  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Journals  of  New- 
New- York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  our  temporal  econ-   ference?^ 
omy,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy, 
Also,  That  so  much  of  the  joiu-nal  as  relates  to  boundaries, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  H.  Perry  presented  the  appeal  of  J.  M.  Pease,  and,  by  J.  M.  Pease, 
motion,  it  was  ordered  to  be  taken  up  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  journal  on  to-morrow  morning. 

B.  Crcagh  presented  the  petition  of  Local  Preachers  in  Local  Preachers. 
New -York  and  its  A-icmity,  respecting  a  course  of  study  for 
local  preachers ;  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

N.  Bangs  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  New- 
York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  subject,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  several  papers  from  the  Pitts-  Boundaries. 
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May  4.        burgli  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Summers  presented  certain  papers    upon    the 
subject  of  boundaries  from  Wisconsm  Conference.   Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Depository.  Also,  a  communication  on  the  subject  of  a  Depository. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Journals  referred      Also  moved,  that  SO  much  of  the  journals  of  Wisconsin 
to    Committee  Conference  as  rehites  to  a  Depository,  be  referred  to  the 
cern.  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.     So  referred. 

W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  paper  on  the  same  subject. 
Referred  as  above. 

H.  Mattison  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of 
Black  River  Conference  as  refers  to  a  Book  Depository,  be 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

H.  Kinsley  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the 
Erie  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Book  Concern,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
Local  Preachers.  Also,  That  SO  much  of  the  journal  as  relates  to  the  course 
of  study  for  local  preachers,  be  referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisals. 
Boundaries.  Also,  That  SO  much  of  the  journal  as  relates  to  bound- 

aries, be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boimdaries. 
Slavery.  C.  Kingsley  presented  a  paper  upon  the  subject  of  sla- 

very.    Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Bo-undaries.  Also,  one  on  boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on 

Boundaries. 
Depositories  and      By  motion,  all  the  papers  now  present  from  the  bounds 
paper.  Qf  ^i^q  Rock  River  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Book  De- 

positories and  Conference  paper  at  Chicago,  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  moved  that  whenever  a  petition,  memo- 
rial, or  resolution  of  an  Annual  Conference  is  presented 
and  explained,  it  shall  take  the  reference  desired,  unless 
objected  to  by  the  Conference. 
Lay  Delegation.  Brother  Sperry  presented  a  paper  from  the  people  of 
Oneida  District  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  create  a  committee  of  seven,  to  whom 

all  petitions,  &c.,  on  this  subject  shall  be  referred.     On 

motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present,  as  was  also 

the  paper  presented  by  brother  Sperry. 

Beport  of  Com-      By  motion,  the  order  of  the  dsij  was  suspended,  to  make 

Ucation."'^    ^  '  Way  for  the  Committee  on  Publication. 

Gr.  Peck  made  a  verbal  report,  which  was  afterwards  re- 
duced to  writing,  and  is  as  follows : — 
Report  of  Pubii-  The  Committee  on  Publication  report  in  part,  That 
cauon  Commit-  ^fj^^j.  ^j^g  inquiry,  the  committee  find  that  competent  re- 
porters to  report  the  proceedings  of  the  body  can  be  pro- 
cured for  three  hundred  dollars  ;  and  that  the  committee 
having  the  proprietorship  of  the  Daily  Zion's  Herald,  will 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852.  IT 

pay  one  hundred  dollars  of  this  expense.     The  committee        May  4, 
ask  of  the  Conference  instruction,  as  to  an  arrangement 
■with  reporters  and  the  proprietors  of  the  Daily  Zion's  Her- 
ald, for  the  pubUcation  of  the  proceedings  of  this  Confer- 
ence upon  the  terms  above  specified. 

Geo.  Peck,  Chairman. 
May  4,  1852. 

Resolved,  That  the  Conference  approve  of  the  employ-  Reporters. 
ment  of  two  reporters  by  the  Committee  on  Publication, 
on  the  conditions  stated  in  the  report. 

Order  of  the  day  further  suspended  to  admit  the  follow- 
ing, offered  by  H.  Mattison : — 

Revolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  present,  or  who  may  be  Book  Agents. 
present,  who  are  not  members  of  this  body,  be  invited  to  a 
seat  within  the  bar,  and  to  take  part  in  our  discussions  on 
all  subjects  relating  to  the  Book  Concern.     Adopted. 

E.  Bowen  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  circu-  Circulating    of 
lating  our  books.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^°°'^^" 
Concern. 

Also,  one  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wyoming 
and  Troy  charges,  which  was  referred  to  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

J.  M.  Snyder  presented  a  memorial  from  Nicholas  charge 
on  lay  delegation.     Laid  on  the  table. 

A.  Poe  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  h.  o.  Sheldon. 
North  Ohio  Conference,  touching  H.  O.  Sheldon's  indebt- 
edness to  the  Book  Concern,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

E.  Thomson  presented  a  petition  from  Delaware,  Ohio,  Boundaries. 
on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

J.  H.  Power  presented  a  paper  on  the  same  subject ;  re- 
ferred as  above. 

H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Depository   and 
Also  moved.  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Ohio  Con-  North-west  pa- 
ference  as  relates  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  in  the  ^^' 
North-west,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Crow  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Genesee  Con-  Local  Preachers, 
ference  on  the  course  of  study  for  local  preachers  ;  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.     Also,  one  touching  a  Depository. 
Book  Depository ;  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Brother  Gulick  presented  a  paper  touching  claimants  claimants. 
upon  conference  funds ;  referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

J.  Dennis  presented  the  follovring : — 

1.  Memorial    from    Quarterly    Conference    of   Fourth  Boundaries, 
charge,  in  Rochester,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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2.  A  similar  paper  from  Third  charge  in  Rochester. 
Same  reference. 

3.  A  memorial  from  Quarterly  Conference  of  Sodus 
Ridge,  touching  the  claim  of  superannuated  and  super- 
numerary preachers.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Ministerial  Association,  asking 
several  changes  in  our  Discipline,  removing  restrictions,  &c., 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itineranc}'. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  a  paper  from  I.  Owen,  on  the 
subject  of  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  in  California.  Re- 
ferred to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Marsee  presented  papers  relating  to  conference 
boundaries.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  L.  Smith  moved  that  the  appeal  of  J.  M.  Stagg,  of 
North  Indiana  Conference,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  Monday  morning  next,  at  9  o'clock. 

Brother  Gillett  presented  papers  from  California,  on  the 
subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Boun- 
daries. 

Also,  one  relative  to  Book  Depository  and  Paper,  which 
was  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  L.  Smith,  a  similar  paper.     Like  reference. 

Brother  Houts  presented  a  paper  on  boundaries.  Refer- 
red to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  Missouri 
Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  German  Work, 
be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

F.  B.  Bangs  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  a  Book 
Depositoiy  and  Paper  in  the  North-west,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Pilcher  presented  a  paper  on  boundaries  ;  it  was 
refeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Also,  one  on  studies  of  probationers ;  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Education. 

T.  Carlton  presented  a  paper  relating  to  the  circulating 
of  books,  establishing  of  depositories,  &c. ;  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  j^tition  of  Benajah  Williams,  asking  to  be  re- 
leased from  debt  to  Book  Concern.     Referred  as  above.   • 

Also  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Genesee 
Conference  as  relates  to  Book  Depositories,  be  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Brown  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the 
Genesee  Conference  as  refers  to  the  superannuated  preach- 
ers and  their  claims,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 

Also,  That  so  much  as  refers  to  the  time  of  the  probation 
of  travelling  preachers,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Young  presented  a  memorial  from  Rushville  Circuit, 
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on  the  subject  of  seating  our  congregations.     Referred  to       May  4. 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

R.  0.  Spencer  presented  a  resolution  of  Ohio  Conference,  probationers, 
relating  to  probation  in  Annual  Conferences.     Referred  to 
Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Ministerial  Sup- 
ministerial  support.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal  ^^^' 
Economy. 

Also,  a  paper  from  S.  Williams,  on  the  subject  of  a  cheap  cheap  Commen- 
coramentary.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern.       *^'^' 

Brother  Nast  presented  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Confer-  German  Confer- 
ence on  the  subject  of  a  German  Conference.     Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 

C.  Elliott  presented  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Conference  on  Mission  to  Eome. 
the  subject  of  a  mission  to  Rome.     Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions. 

Also,  a  petition  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Bomidaries. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Wesley  Chapel,  Dayton,  and  High-  Union     Chapel, 
street,  Springfield,  relating  to  the  "action  of  the  Ohio  Con-  Cincinnati, 
ference  relative  to  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati.     Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also  moved.  That  the  appeal  of  John  S.  Inskip,  of  the  John  s.  inskip. 
Ohio  Conference,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday 
next. 

Brother  Moody  presented  a  paper  from  N.  M'Lean,  on  Indian  Missions. 
the  subject  of  Indian  Missions.     Referred  to  Committee  on 
Missions. 

P.  Akers  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois  Confer-  w.  B.  Carter. 
ence,  asking  that  the  estate  of  W.  B.  Carter  be  released 
from  indebtedness  to  the  Book  Concern.     Also,  one  in  refer- 
ence to  a  depository  and  paper  in  the  west.     Both  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Conington  presented  a  paper  in  reference  to  a  Paper    in    the 
Church  paper  in  the  west.     Read  and  referred  to  the  Com-  ^^  '^^'' 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Whitten  presented  a  petition  for  the  release  of  Mrs.  a.  Hensiey. 
a  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  Mrs.  A.  Hensiey. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Brother  Beny  presented  a  statistical  report  of  Asbury  Asbury  Univer- 
University.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.  ^''^'" 

Brother  Simpson  presented  a   similar   document  from    Georgetown 
Georgetown  Seminary.     Referred  to  same  Committee.  Seminary. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  memorial  from  Washington  city,  Washington  city 
touching  the  erection  of  a  house  of  worship  in  Washington  Church. 
city.     Read,  and  referred  to  a  Committee  of  three. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  relatmg  to  tract  dis-  Tracts. 
tribution.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Tracts. 

Also,  one  touching  the  claims  of  superannuated  preach-  Claims  of  Super- 
ers,  &c.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  p^LThcrs. 
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May*.  Also,  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  appeals.     Referred 

as  above. 

Church  Suit  The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit  obtained  leave  of  ab- 

sence from  the  morning  session. 

Local  Preachers.  Q.  F.  Brown  presented  a  resolution  of  New- Jersey  Con- 
ference on  the  course  of  study  of  local  preachers.  Referred 
to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Zion's  Herald.  Brother  Patten  asked  that  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the 

Providence  Conference  as  relates  to  Zion's  Herald,  making 
it  a  Conference  paper,  be  referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Local  Preachers.  Also,  presented  a  resolution  of  concurrence  with  Erie  Con- 
ference on  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.  Referred  to 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Missions.  Also,  a  resolution  of  Providence  Conference  on  the  sub- 

ject of  missions.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  Charlestown, 
referring  to  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

M'Kendree  Col-      Brother  Corrington    presented   a   communication   from 
^^^'  M'Kendree  College.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

Publishing  books      Bishop  Janes  presented  certain  letters  from  Germany  on' 
m  Germany.      ^|^^  subject  of  publishing  books  in  Germany.     Refeired  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Change  in  stand-      The  delegation  of  Illinois  Conference  requested  a  change 

ing Committees.  -^  ^-^e  members  of  the  standing  committees  as  follows  :— 
Peter  Cartwright,  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and 
Peter  Akers,  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy.     Granted. 

H.  M.  Shaffer.  H.  M.  Shaffer  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

J;  Hascaii.  J.  Hascall  was  nominated  by  his  delegation,  and  was  ap- 

pointed a  member  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Committee     on      The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  memorial 
MemS°°      from  Washington  city,  ^nz. :— J.  Bear,  E.  E.  Griswold,  E. 
Thomson. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : — 

Annual  Confer-  Resolved,  That  the  journals  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ence  Journals,  fei-ences  be  placed  in  the  possession  of  the  Committee  on 
Itinerancy ;  and  that  all  extracts  rendered  for  the  use  of  the 
General  Conference  shall  be  made  by  the  Secretary  of  each 
Aimual  Conference,  or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  representative 
of  said  Conference  on  the  said  Committee,  and  shall  be 
regarded  as  authentic,  for  the  use  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence or  any  of  its  committees. 

The  journal  of  the  New- York  Conference  was  read,  shoTv 
ing  that  P.  Rice  was  elected  a  delegate  of  this  Conference 

Monumenttode-      Besolved,   That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
ceased  Bishops,  receive  the  voluntary  contributions  of  members  of  this 
body,  to  aid  in  the  erection  of  a  suitable  monument  in  mem- 
ory of  our  lamented  Bishops,  Asbmy,  George,  and  Emory. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852.  21 

The  following  substitute  was  offered  and  adopted  : —  May  4. 

Be.^olved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
receive  the  voluntary  contributions  of  the  members  of  this 
Conference,  to  a^d  in  the  project  of  the  Baltimore  brethren 
for  the  erection  of  a  monument  to  the  memory  of  our  de- 
ceased Bishops. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  P.  P.  Sandford 

WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  5. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  May  5. 

Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by  reading 
the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  J.  Ayres. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  the  Baltimore    Monumental 
Monument,  viz.  : — H.  Slicer,  A.  J.  Phelps,  U.  Heath. 

Elijah  Miller,  delegate  from  Philadelphia  Conference,  ap-  e.  Miller. 
peared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  provide  a  Com-  pastoral  Address, 
mittee  to  prepare  a  Pastoral  Address ;  wherefore  H.  Mat- 
tison  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 
draw  up  a  suitable  Pastoral  Address  to  be  issued  by  this 
General  Conference  to  the  membership  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

Robert  Hopkins,  delegate  from  Pittsburgh  Conference,  e.  Hopkins. 
appeared  and  took  his  seat. 

The  appeal  of  J.  M.  Pease  was,  on  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  j.  m.  Pease, 
deferred  to  Friday  morning,  immediately  after  the  reading 
of  the  journal. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended ;  and  on  mo-  j.  n.  M'Abee. 
tion  of  H.  J.  Clarke  it  was  ordered  that  the  appeal  of  J.  N. 
M'Abee  from  the  decision  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  be 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  morning  next,  at 
9  o'clock. 

The  report  of  the  B<5ok  Concern  at  New- York,  was  pre-  Report  of  New- 
sented  and  read  to  the  Conference,  and  on  motion  of  L.  ceriK^''°'^^°°' 
Clark  was  referred  (except  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Church 
Suit)  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

So  much  as  refers  to  the  suit  was  referred  to  the  Com-  Church  Suit, 
mittee  on  the  Church  Stxit. 

Moved,  That  the  report  be  published  in  Zion's  Herald. 

J.  Porter  moved,  as  a  substitute.  That  the  report  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  Committee  on  Publication,  with  instruction  to 
publish  so  much  thereof  as  they  may  deem  suitable.  Laid 
on  the  table. 

E.  Bowen  then  moved  so  to  amend  the  original  motion  as 
to  order  the  publication  of  the  report  in  all  our  Church 
papers.  The  amendment  and  the  motion  as  amended  were 
adopted. 
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Mays.  D.  P.  Kidder,  who  was  appointed  at  the  General  Con- 

ference of  1848  to  revise  our  standard  Catechisms  under 

Catechisms.  tj^e  supervision  of  the  Book  Committee,  presented  his  re- 
port, which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  was  re- 
ferred to  a  committee  of  three. 

New-Tork  Con-      P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the  resolution  of  New- York 
erence.  Conference,  concurring  with  the  Ohio  resolution,  concerning 

time  of  probation.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

ciaimB.  Z.  Phillips  presented  a  resolution  from  Washington-street, 

West  Troy,  on  the  claims  of  superannuated  preachers,  which 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Pews,&c.  Also,  a  petition  from  the  same  Quarterly  Conference  on 

Pews  and  Church  Sittings.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

Western  Virginia      Brother  Worthington  presented  the  catalogue  and  statis- 
Academy.         ^jg^l  account  of  North- Western  Virginia  Academy.      Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Tracts.  On  motion  of  Brother  Sampson,  so  much  of  the  journals 

of  the  Wisconsin  Conference  as  relates  to  the  subject  of 
Tracts,  was  refeiTcd  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools 
and  Tracts. 

Unifonnityofad-      C.  Hobart  presented  a  paper  from  James^-ille,  Wisconsin 
ministration.     Conference,  for  the  adoption  of  measures  to  insure  uni- 
formity of  administration.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
\'isals. 

Slavery.  H.  Summers  presented  a  memorial  from  Bristol  circuit, 

Wisconsin  Conference,  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

W.  Patterson  presented  a  memorial  from  Mercer  sta- 
tion, Erie  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

D.  PrHchard.  E.  J.  Baker  presented  a  request  from  Erie  Conference 

to  remit  the  claim  of  the  Book  Concern  against  D.  Pritch- 
ard.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Depository.  R-  Haney  presented  a  memorial  from  Elizabeth  charge, 

Rock  River  Conference,  praying  the  General  Conference  to 
establish  at  Chicago  a  Book  Depository  and  religious  paper. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Term  of  Proba-      ^'^  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  so  much  of  the  journal  of 
tion.  Rock  River  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the 

term  of  probation,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

California  Con-      A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  communication  from  the  Cali- 
ference.  fomia  Conference  on  the  subject  of  boundaries  and  a  Book 

Department,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 
Love-Feasta.  D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  resolution  from  Oneida  Con- 

ference on  the  subject  of  Love-Feasts.     Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 
Slavery.  Also,  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
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copal  Church  of  Cazenovia  station,  on  the  subject  of  Sla-        May  5. 
very.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  Local  Preachers. 
local  preacliers.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  from  brother  Bannister,  of  the  California  Conference.  E.  Bannister. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Missions. 

Also,  a  resolution  of  Oneida  Conference,  asking  the  power  claimants. 
to  determine  who  are,  and  who  are  not,  claimants  on  the 
funds  of  the  Conference,  and  requesting  a  change  of  the 
rule  on  that  subject.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Oneida  Conference  relating  to  the  Depository. 
establishment  of  a  Book  Depository  in  central  New- York. 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Bruther  Shaffer  presented  a  memorial  from  North  Ohio  Boundaries. 
Conference,  on  the   subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

H.  W.  Reed  moved  that  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Term  of  proba- 
lowa  Conference  as  relates  to  extending  the  term  of  proba-  ''°°- 
don  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  a  coui'se  of  study  Local  preacherB. 
for  local  preachers.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  memorial  on  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  M.  Crow,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Boundaries. 
East  Genesee   Conference   as   relates   to  boundaries  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bishop  Morris  presented  a  memorial  from  Hiram  Thayer,  h.  Thayer. 
of  Onondaga  County,  N.  Y. ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  and  so  slavery. 
much  a.s  relates  to  temperance  to  the  Committee  on  Tem-  Temperance. 
perance,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  orthography  to  the  Orthography. 
Committee  on  Education. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  paper  from  Illinois  Conference  Boundaries, 
on  boundaries.     Refen-ed  to  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

A  memorial  of  J.  V.  Watson,  editor  of  Michigan  Chris-  J-  V.  Watson, 
tian  Advocate,  offering  that  paper  to  tlie  General  Confer- 
ence, was  presented,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

Brother  Sapp  presented  a  report  and  catalogue  of  Albion  Albion  Semin- 
Seminary,     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education,  '^^^• 

On  motion  of  brother  Brown,  so  much  of  the  jom-nal  of  Change  of  re- 
Genesee  Conference  as  relates  to  the  time  which  a  bishop  ^'■"<^^'°°^- 
may  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  charge,  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Rensals. 

C.  Elliott  presented  a  petition  from  brethren  of  Union  Union  Chapel. 
Chapel,  of  Cincinnati,  praying  the  General  Conference  to 
instruct  the  Episcopal  board  to  appoint  a  preacher  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  them  into  a  Methodist  Episcopal 
Society.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 
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Kentucky      me- 
morials. 


Depository. 


Urbana  in  ref- 
erence to  pewed 
churches. 


Danville  Semin- 
ary. 


May  5.  M.  Marley  presented  a  mQmorial  from  W.  HeiT,  of  the 

w.  Herr.  Ohio  Conference,  referring  to  the  journal  of  that  Conference 

in  relation  to  the  passage  of  his  character. 

It  was  moved  that  the  memorial  be  read. 

Moved,  to  lay  the  last  motion  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  motion  to  read  prevailed,  and  the  memorial  Avas  read, 
and  then  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Monthiyjournai.      J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  P.  Strick- 
land, on  the  subject  of  a  monthly  journal.   Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Also  a  petition  from  Kentucky,  praying  that  an  annual  V 
conference  be  formed  in  that  State.  Refen-ed  to  Committee  I 
on  Boundaries. 

AlfcO  a  petition  from  Kentucky,  requesting  that  very  few 
alterations  be  made  in  our  excellent  Discipline,  and  especially 
opposed  to  a  lay  delegation.    Laid  on  table  for  the  present. 

G.  Moody  presented  a  memorial  and  argument  from 
brother  Dryden,  in  relation  to  a  Book  Depository  at  San 
Francisco.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

M.  Marley  presented  a  memorial  from  Urbana  station, 
Ohio  Conference,  on  pewed  houses  of  worship.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  the  president  of 
Danville  Seminary.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Education. 

On  motion  of  P.  Akers,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  Illi- 
nois Conference  as  relates  to  the  indebtedness  of  Moses 
Clappet  to  the  Book  Concern,  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern. 

On  motion  of  brother  Corrington,  so  much  of  the  jour- 
nal of  Illinois  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the 
time  of  probation  of  itinerant  ministers,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  from  Philadelphia 
Conference  on  boundaries.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Missionary 
Board,  in  relation  to  the  circulation  of  religious  books  in 
Gennany.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

D  P.  Kidder  presented  statistics  of  Newark  Wesleyan 
Institute.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Also  a  memorial  of  Sunday-School  Union,  and  a  memo- 
rial of  the  Editor  of  Tracts.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Tracts. 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  a  convention 
of  lay  delegates  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  which  was  read  to 
the  Conference. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  its  reference  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals,  which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  then  made.  That  the  above  memorial  be 
referred  to  a  special  committee  of  twenty-nine. 


M.  Clappet. 


Time   of  proba- 
tion. 


Germany. 


Newark   Insti- 
tute. 


Sunday-School 
Union. 


Lay  delegates. 


Committee    of 
twenty-nine. 
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Moved  to  lay  the  above  motion  on  the  table.     Lost.  May  5. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 

The  committee  was  instructed  to  give  the  delegates  a 
hearing  on  the  subject  of  their  memorial. 

A  motion,  that  the  members  of  the  said  committee  be 
nominated  by  their  delegations  respectively,  was  laid  upon 
the  table. 

J.  Porter  presented  a  memorial  from  Ashburnham,  ask-  Presiaing Eiders. 
ing  for  the  abolishment  of  the  office  of  Presiding  Eldei's, 
and  sup|)lying  its  place  by  that  of  Chairman  of  Districts,  in 
those  annual  conferences  which  may  prefer  such  an  arrange- 
ment.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a  petition  of  Liberia  Conference,  Liberu-v   Confer- 
asking  the  appointment  of  a  bishop  for  that  field  of  labour. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Also,  presented  the  minutes  of  the  two  last  sessions  of  ^^^:^^^ ''confer^ 
the  Oregon  and  California  Mission  Conference.     Referred  enco! 
to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Also,  a  petition  of  the  California  Conference,  in  reference 
to  its  division.     Referred  to  the  Committee  -on  Boundaries. 

Also,  from  the  same  conference,  asking  that  some  provision 
be  made  relating  to  ministers  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  coming  within  the  bounds  of  that  confer- 
ence.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  petition  from  brother  Simmons,  of  California,  ask-  Christian  Advo- 
ing  for  a  recognition  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  '^^•'e.  California. 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Bishop  Morris   presented   a   communication  from  Isaac  i-  Owen. 
Owen,  of  San  Francisco.     Whereupon  it  was  ordered  that 
so  much  of  the  said  communication  as  refers  to  a  book  de- 
pository, tkc,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

The  papers  relating  to  lay  delegation,  which  were  prev-  ^^y  delegation. 
iously  laid  upon  the  table,  were  now  taken  up,  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  twenty-nine,  just  ordered. 

The  committee  ordered  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  Catechism  Com- 
Catechism  reported  by  D.  P.  Kidder,  was  announced  by  °" 
the  chair — Elias  Bowen,  J.  H.  Power,  G.  Webber. 

S.  Comfort  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

"  Whereas,  some  obscurity  of  sentiment  and  practice  ob-  Baptism    and 
tains  among  us  respecting  the  relation  between  baptism  and  ^°'^  **  s^Pper. 
the  Lord's  Supper,  as  to  the  order  of  time  in  which  they 
should  be  administered,  therefore, 

"  Rexolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed 
to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  inserting  a  rule  in 
the  directions  relating  to  the  Lord's  Supper,  with  a  view  to 
promote  greater  uniformity  among  us,  and  report  thereon. 

"  S.  Comfort, 
H.  Mattison." 
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May  5.  On  motion  of  brother  Reddy,  the  papers  on  lay  delega- 

Lay  delegation,  tion,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  were 
transferred  to  the  committee  of  twenty-nine,  ordered  this 
mornmg. 

The  time  of  adjournment  having  arrived,  notices  wete 
given,  and  the  Conference  adjomned. 

THUESDAY  MOENING,  MAY  6,  1852. 

May  6.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  I.  Chamberlayne, 
the  journals  were  read  and  approved. 
I.  Winner  and       I-  Winner  and  W.  Hunter  presented  their  certificates  of 
w.  Hunter.       election  as  members  of  this  General  Conference,  and  theii 
names  were  entered  on  the  list. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sus- 
pended to  offer  the  following  resplution : — 
Introduction  of  Resolved,  That  the  committee  for  superintending  the  ap- 
New-EngUnd'*'  pointments,  together  with  three  members  of  this  Conference, 
to  be  appointed  by  the  chair,  be  instructed  to  take  into  con- 
sideration, and  prepare  for  the  celebrating  of  the  introduc- 
tion of  Methodism  into  New-England  by  Rev.  Jesse  Lee,  by 
appropriate  services  on  Boston  Common,  and  report  a  time 
and  person  suitable  to  deliver  an  address. 

On  motion  of  J.  Davis,  the  above  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committees : — 
Committee  on  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. — M.  Simpson,  P.  Rice, 
lay  delegation,  q.  C.  Baker,  Z.  Phillips,  B.  Creagh,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington, 
N.  D.  George,  H.  J.  Clarke,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  C,  Hobart,  G, 
Baker,  J.  H.  Jenne,  J.  H.  Whalen,  R.  Haney,  S.  Comfort, 
A.  Poe,  J.  G.  Dimmitt,  J.  G.  Gulick,  J.  Marsee,  C.  J.  Houts, 
E.  H.  Pilcher,  I.  Chamberlayne,  J.  Young,  P.  Cartwright, 
A.  Griffith,  F.  Hodgson,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  Patten,  and  M. 
Raymond.  «» 

Committee    on       Committee  on  Pastoral  Address. — C.  Elliott,  G.  Gary, 
S.'^^    ^^'   J-  M'Clintock,  J.  A.  Gere,  A.  Stevens. 

Brother  Goode  moved  fmlher  to  suspend  the  order  of 
the  day.     Agreed  to. 
Boundaries.  Brother  Goode  presented  a  memorial  from  Indianapolis, 

on  boimdaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
E.  Sprague.  By  motion,  the  Conference  agreed  to  take  up  the  special 

order  of  the  day — the  appeal  of  E.  Sprague. 
J.  Holdich  offered  the  foUoAvdng : — 
Closed  doors.  That  in  this,  and  all  the  appeal  cases  coming  before  us, 

the  Conference  sit  with  closed  doors.     This  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 
B.  Sprague.  "^^^  chair  called  on  the  appellant  to  state  the  grounds 

of  his  appeal.      E.  Sprague  gave  to  the  Conference  his 
reasons  for  appealing. 
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The  journals  and  documents  on  the  case  of  E.  Sprague        May  c. 
were  read  to  the  Conference.     The  appellant,  E.  Sprague, 
was  then  heard  in  his  defence.     At  the  close  of  his  speech, 
the  following  resolution  prevailed  : — 

That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjoiu-n  to  meet  at  3  o'clock. 

By  motion,  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  was  laid  on  the  table 
for  the  present. 

J.  Porter  reported,  in  part,  on  the  subject  of  the  fimeral  Bishop  Hedding. 
Services  of  Bishop  Hedding,  as  follows  : — 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  related  to  the  decease  of  our  lament- 
ed Bishop  Hedding,  with  instructions  to  provide  for  suita- 
ble funeral  services,  &c.,  beg  leave  to  report,  in  part,  as 
follows: — 

Rcsolced,  That  the  said  services  be  solemnized  in  this 
house  on  Thursday  afternoon  next,  and  that  our  senior 
Bishop  Waugh  be  respectfully  requested  to  preach  a  sermon 
on  that  occasion. 

The  Conference  granted  the  committee  on  the  monument  Monument. 
to  the  memory  of  our  deceased  bishops,  leave  to  pass  their 
subscription-paper  through  the  Conference  room,  and  also 
to  receive  subscriptions  from  other  than  members  of  the 
Conference. 

J.  M'Clintock  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Book  J-  M'Ciintock. 
Committee,  and,  by  nomination  of  the  New-Jersey  delega- 
tion, D.  P.  Kidder  was  appomted  to  fill  the  vacancy.  d.  p.  Kidder. 

The  Conference  then  adjourned. 

Prayer  by  C.  B.  Tippett. 

Thursday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference  met  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  brother 
Phelps. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  session  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  case  of  E.  Sprague  was,  on  motion,  resumed,  and  A.  Case    of    Ezra 
Witherspoon,  on  the  part  of  the  Troy  Conference,  respond-    p^''^^"®- 
ed,  and  afterwards   Z.   Phillips  further  responded  ;    after 
which  the  appellant  replied,  and  then  the  Conference,  on 
motion,  adjourned,  with  the  benediction  by  J.  Clark. 

FKIDAY  MOlftjING,  MAY  7,  1852. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  religious  exercises  of  the  morning  were  led  by  E.        May  7. 
Bowen,  after  which  the  journals  were  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sus-  Case  of  E. 
pended,  and  the  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  case  cuui^^  *^°' 
of  E.  Sprague. 

0 
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May  7.  N.  Bangs  proposed  tlie  following : — 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  confer- 
ences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  action  of 
the  Troy  Annual  Conference,  by  which  Ezra  Sprague  was 
expelled,  be,  and  the  same  is,  hereby  affirmed. 

Seconded  by  L.  Clark. 

P.  S.  Hill  moved  that  the  resolution  be  so  amended  as 
to  read,  "that  the  action  by  which  E.  Sprague  was  ex- 
pelled, be  not  affirmed." 

The  proposed  amendment  was,  on  motion  of  P.  P.  Sand- 
ford,  laid  on  the  table. 

J.  Parks  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  N.  Bangs's  resolution, 
the  following : — 

That  the  case  of  E.  Sprague  be  referred  back  to  the  Troy 
Conference  for  a  new  trial  on  the  same  charges. 

The  substitute,  on  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

C.  K.  True  proposed  to  submit  a  substitute,  that  called 
for  an  expression  from  the  chair  as  to  what  was  the  usual 
method  of  action  in  appealed  cases. 

The  chair  stated,  that  in  the  Annual  Conferences  the 
bishops  decided  questions  of  law ;  in  the  General  Confer- 
ence they  did  not.  That  was  the  reason  there  had  been 
no  response  to  the  several  appeals  that  had  been  made  to 
the  chair.  He  had  stated,  in  the  early  part  of  the  proceed- 
ings, what  had  been  the  usage  of  former  General  Confer- 
ences, viz.,  to  refer  the  case  back  for  a  new  trial,  reverse  or 
affiiTQ  the  decision  of  the  Annual  Conference.  The  propo- 
sition now  made  proposed  to  introduce  a  new  principle  and 
mode  of  proceeding.  If  the  Conference  choose  to  adopt  it, 
the  chair  does  not  question  its  authority  to  do  so. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved,  that  we  adhere  to  our  usual  course 
in  such  cases,  as  stated  by  the  chair.     Kot  sustained. 

The  resolution  of  N.  Bangs,  affirming  the  action  of  the 
Troy  Conference,  was  passed — yeas  110,  nays  37. 
Appeal  of  J.  M.       The  Conference  resolved  to  take  up  the  appeal  of  John 
Peaae.  j^j_  Pease,  of  the  New- York  East  Conference. 

After  some  remarks  upon  this  case,  A.  M.  Osbon  moved 
to  refer  the  case  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  with  in- 
stioiction  to  make  a  special  report  thereon.     Carried. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  present  the  fol- 
lowing : — 
Court  of  Appeal.  "  Resolved,  That  the  subject  o^proA-iding  for  a  constitu- 
tional test  and  council  of  appeal,  submitted  to  the  General 
Conference  of  1848,  and  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the 
same,  as  found  on  page  128  of  the  printed  journal,  be  called 
for  and  read.  Also,  that  it  be  committed  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  five,  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  in  form. 

"L.  Clark, 
N.  Bangs." 
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The  resolution  was  adopted.  May  7. 

L.  Clark  presented  a  paper  touching  the  subject,  which 
was  referred  to  the  above  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended  to  admit  the 
following  resolution : — 

Resolced,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be  Discipline   in 
instructed  to  take  into  consideration  the  expediency  of  hav-   ^""^'I's''- 
ing  our  book  of  Discipline  published  in  the  Swedish  lan- 
guage. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  for  the  folloAving : — 

On  motion,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the  vote  giving  court  of  Appeal. 
a  paper  from  the  Philadelphia  Conference  on  the  subject 
of  a  method  of  trying  appeals,  to  the  Committee  on  Revis- 
sals,  and  ordered  that  said  paper  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee just  ordered  on  that  subject. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended,  and  A.  A-  Magee   on 
Magee  was  appointed  a  member  of  the  Book  Committee,  tee. 
to  fill  a  place  vacated  by  the  illness  of  R.  Hopkins. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended,  and,  on  t.  Carlton, 
motion  of  D.  P.  Kidder,  T.  Carlton  was  added  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Temporal  Economy. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  inde6nitely  suspended  by  vote. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  be  Temporal  Econ- 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  making  the  fol-  °™^' 
lowing  amendment  on  page  166  of  the  Discipline,  viz.,  to 
strike  out  all  after  the  word  "years"  in  the  fifth  line  of 
paragraph  3,  section  2,  part  iii,  to  the  close  of  said  para- 
graph, and  insert  instead  thereof,  "and  a  preacher  whose 
wife  is  dead,  leaving  a  child  or  children  of  such  age  as  to 
have  a  claim  for  support,  shall  be  allowed,  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  estimating  committee,  a  sura  sufficient  to  meet 
the  necessary  expenses  of  his  family,  under  the  peculiar 
circumstances." 

H.  Kinsley  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  e.  j.  L.Baker. 
on  Re\isals,  and  E.  J.  L.  Baker  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

H.  Summers  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  w.  H.  Sampson, 
of  the  Book  Concern,  and  W.  H.  Sampson  was  appointed 
in  his  place. 

T.  Carlton  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  P.  E.  Brown. 
Boundaries,  and  P.  E.  Brown  was  appointed  to  fill  his  place. 

J.  11.  Power  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved,  1st.  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  Episcopal      ae- 
coUect  from  the  journals  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  ^''sions. 
the  episcopal  decisions  there  recorded  on  all  questions  of 
law  and  the  administration  of  disciphne,  and  all  other  ques- 
tions that  pertain  to  our  econom}^ 

'2d.  That  when  these  decisions  are  collected,  the  bishops 
be  respectfully  requested  to  review,  revise,  and  prepare 
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May  7.  them,  together  with  those  of  their  official  decisions  which 
have  not  been  recorded  on  the  Annual  Conference  journals, 
for  publication  in  book  form, 

3d.  'That  when  they  are  thus  prepared,  the  Book  Agents 
be  directed  to  publish  these  official  decisions,  in  such  form 
that  they  can,  wlien  desired,  be  bound  together  with  the 
Discipline,  in  one  volume. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  above  on  the  table,  failed. 

By  motion  of  J.  Holdich,  the  resolutions  were  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  examine  and  report  thereon. 

Mission  Confer-      F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  from  coloured  brethren 

in  the  bounds  of  Philadelphia  Conference,  in  regard  to  setting 

apart  a  Mission  Conference.     Referred  to  Com.  on  Missions. 

Kesoiutions     of     J.  H.  Power  oflfered  the  following : — Resolved,  That  the 

ence^to^be^pub-  resolutions  of  the  General  Conference  which  are  to  govern 

listed.  in  the  administration  of  discipline,  be  also  collected  by  said 

committee,  and  published  as  above  indicated. 

It  was  referred  to  Com.  on  Episcopacy,  with  instructions  to 
consider  and  report  thereon.     By  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
The  chair  announced  the  committee  ordered  this  morn- 
Court  of  Appeal  ing  on  the  subject  of  a  court  of  appeal,  viz.,  L.  Clark,  L. 
Committee.       g^^^^^  jj  Kinsley,  L.  W.  Berry,  J.  Porter. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  H.  Slicer. 

SATUEDAY,  MAY  8. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 
May  8.  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by  reading 

the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  G.  Webber. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read,  corrected,  and  ap- 
proved. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up. 
General  Mission-      P.  P.  Sandford  presented  the  report  of  the  General  Mis- 
report?'^™"'^^  sionary  Committee  for  the  last  four  years,  which  was  read 
and  ordered  to  be  filed  with  the  Conference  papers.     (See 
Appendix  D,  p.  134.) 
Eeport  of  New-      The  report  of  the  New- York  Book  Committee  was  present- 
ConnniUe?      ^^  ^°^  ^^ad,  and  referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 
Exhibit  of  West-      The  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  in  Cincinnati 
cem  ^"^^  ^^^'  ^^^  leave  to  present  their  exhibit  of  that  establishment, 
which  was  read.     Also  the  Agents'  report  of  the  same  con- 
cern for  the  last  four  years,  was  read,  and  both  papers  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  report  of  the  Book  Committee  on  the  Western  Book 
Western  Booii    Concem  was  presented,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com- 

oucern  repor  .  jj^|.^gg  ^^  ^^^  Book  Concem. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the 
General  Mission-  vote  by  which  the  report  of  the  General  Missionary  Com- 
r^ort°™"'  ^^  mittee  was  disposed  of,  and  said  report  was  referred  to  Com- 
mittee on  Publication,  to  be  disposed  of  at  their  discretion 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852.  31 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  and  read  a  report,  in  part,  of  the        May  3. 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  the  several  resolutions  of 
which  -wure  ^^dered  to  be  acted  upon  item  by  item. 


"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  were 
referred  the  memorials  of  P.  R.  Stover,  W.  M.  Meminger, 
and  Mrs.  Ann  Hensley,  praying  release  from  claims  held 
by  the  Book  Agents ;  the  resolution  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  in  relation  to  the  claim  against  H.  O.  Sheldon; 
and  of  the  Erie  Conference,  in  relation  to  the  claim  against 
D.  Pritchard ;  and  also  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams, 
in  relation  to  the  publication  of  a  cheap  commentary  upon 
the  Bible — have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  beg 
leave  to  submit  the  following  report  thereon :; — 

"The  memorial  of  P.  R. ^Stover  states,  that  on  the  1 8th  P- R- stover. 
day  of  January,  1851,  he  mailed  at  St.  Albans,  for  the 
Book  Agents  at  New- York,  the  sum  of  $20,  for  the  pur- 
chase of  books,  which  did  not  reach  its  destination;  to 
which  is  appended  the  certificate  of  the  postmaster  at  St. 
Albans,  testifying  to  the  maihng  of  the  letter  at  the  time 
specified. 

"  There  is  no  doubt  that  by  some  means  the  money  was 
lost  on  its  passage ;  but  as,  by  an  established  principle  in 
the  transaction  of  their  business,  the  Agents  do  not  hold 
themselves  responsible  for  money  mailed  to  them  in  pay- 
ment for  books,  in  ^^ew  of  the  large  discount  made  on  them 
to  travelling  preachers,  your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  for  relief  ought  not  to  be  grant- 
ed, and  therefore  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  request  of  P.  R.  Stover,  contained 
in  his  memorial  to  this  General  Conference,  to  be  released 
from  the  claim  held  against  him  by  the  Book  Agents  at 
New- York,  be  not  granted." 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

"  The  memorial  of  W.  M.  Meminger  represents,  that  w.  m.  iiemin- 
he  had  received  from  Jehu  Hank,  a  local  preacher  on  °^^- 
Monroe  Circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  the  sura  of  8100,  to 
be  paid  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  and  on  his  way 
to  Conference  he  passed  through  Washington  city,  and 
visited  the  senate  chamber,  where  the  money  was  picked 
from  his  pocket,  which  fact  is  certified  to  by  J.  W.  Ewing 
and  R.  D.  Chambers.  The  memorialist,  imder  the  impres- 
sion that  he  is  responsible  to  the  Book  Agents  for  this 
money,  prays  the  General  Conference  to  release  him  from 
that  liability. 

"  Your  Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  General  Con- 
ference has  no  jurisdiction  in  the  case,  as  presented  in  the 
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May  8.        memorial,  and  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  memorial  of  W.  M.  Mem- 
inger." 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 
Mra.  A.  Iiensley.  "  Mrs.  Ann  Hensley  prays  to  be  released  from  the  pay- 
ment of  a  certain  note,  held  by  the  Agents  at  Cincinnati 
against  her  deceased  husband,  on  the  ground  that  the  note 
was  given  for  a  debt  contracted  before  their  marriage,  for 
which  she  received  no  benefit,  and  all  their  means  had  been 
exhausted  in  meeting  their  liabilities,  especially  those  to  the 
Book  Concern. 

"  It  appears  that  the  Agents  hold  two  notes  against 
brother  Hensley,  and  the  petitioner  asks  to  be  released  from 
the  payment  of  the  note  of  the  oldest  date — stating  that 
she  will  try  to  pay  the  other. 

"In  view  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  in  this  case,  the 
Committee  recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  adop- 
tion of  the  following  resolutions : — 

"Resolved,  1st.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  have 
no  claim  against  sister  Hensley  for  the  payment  of  the  old 
note,  referred  to  in  her  memorial,  and  that  they  be,  and 
hereby  are,  directed  to  cancel  the  same. 

Resolved,  2d.  That  if,  on  examination,  the  Agents  find 
endorsements  of  credit  on  the  old  note  for  moneys  paid 
since  the  death  of  brother  Hensley,  they  be,  and  hereby 
are,  instructed  to  enter  said  credits  upon  the  other  note  of 
later  date." 

The  above  resolutions  were  adopted. 
H.  0.  Sheldon.         "  In  regard  to  the  claim  against  H.  0.  Sheldon,  and  the 
claim  against  Daniel  Pritchard,  your  Committee  recommend 
the  adoption  of  the  following  resolution : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  claim  against  H.  0.  Sheldon  for 
$724  83,  and  the  claim  against  Daniel  Pritchard  for  8113, 
be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents,  to  be  settled  at  their  dis- 
cretion." 

Brother  Hill  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  release  D.  Pritch- 
ard from  his  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

J.  H.  Power  moved  to  amend,  so  that  the  claim  of  H. 
0.  Sheldon  be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents,  with  power  to 
compound  the  debt  at  their  discretion.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  resolution  was  then  adopted. 
Commentary  on  "The  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams  prays  the  General 
Conference  to  cause  to  be  published  a  brief  but  compre- 
hensive Commentary  upon  the  Bible,  adapted  to  the  use  of 
the  great  body  of  the  Methodist  people,  either  as  an  abridg- 
ment of  the  standard  Commentaries  now  in  existence  in  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  as  an  original  work. 
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"  The  subject  embraced  in  the  memorial  merits  the  favour-        May  8.       , 
able  consideration  of  the  General  Conference,  and  your  Com- 
mittee recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, it  is  desirable  that  a  cheap  Commentary  upon  the 
Bible  should  be  published  by  our  Book  Concern  as  soon  as 
practicable." 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams,  of  Memorial     of 
Cincinnati,  in  relation  to  this  subject,  contains  many  valua-  lYams. 
ble  suggestions,  and  is  hereby  referred  to  the  Book  Agents 
and  Editors  at  New- York. 

"John  A.  Collins,  Chairman." 

This  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported  in  part.  ^jSom^  tt 

The  following  alterations,  recommended  by  the  Board  at  port. 
New- York,  were  concurred  in  by  the  Conference  : — 

In  Article  5th,  to  add   the   word   "  respectively  "  after  Alterations     in 
"  Conferences,"  in  the  fifth  line  from  the  beginning.    Also,  sutuUon.'^ 
to  add  the  words  "in  their  own  body,"  after  the  word 
"  occur,"  in  the  fom-th  line  from  the  conclusion. 

In  Article  Yth,  strike  out  the  word  "April,"  and  insert 
the  word  "  November." 

In  Article  lOth,  to  add  to  the  article  the  words,  "  of  the 
meeting  at  which  the  minutes  are  read  and  approved." 

In  Article  11th,  in  the  third  line  from  the  beginning,  to  , 

strike  out  the  words  "  with  branches ;"  also,  all  after  the 
word  "  prescribe,"  in  the  fourth  line  from  the  beginning. 

In  Article  12th,  in  first  line,  to  strike  out  the  words  "or 
brancii ;"  also,  insert  in  first  line,  after  "  society,"  the  words 
"  or  donor."  Also,  to  strike  out,  at  the  close  of  the  article, 
"  go  into  the  treasury  of  the  parent  Society,  to  be  appro- 
priated as  the  Constitution  directs,"  and  insert  in  lieu  there- 
of the  words,  "  shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  its 
general  purposes." 

In  Article  13th,  to  strike  out,  after  the  word  "New- 
York,"  in  the  sixth  line,  the  following  words,  "at  the  lime 
of  the  holding  of  the  Anniversary  of  the  Missionary  Society," 
and  insert  the  following  words,  "  between  the  first  and  fif- 
teenth of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary  and  Treasurer." 

Also,  to  strike  out,  line  eleventh  from  the  beginning,  the 
words  "in  conjunction  with,"  and  insert  the  words  "with 
the  concurrence  of."  Also,  to  strike  out  of  the  twelfth  line 
the  words  "bishop  who  shall  preside  in  the  New- York 
Conference,"  and  insert  the  words  "with  the  concurrence 
of  at  least  two  of  the  bishops."  Also,  in  fifth  line  from 
the  conclusion  of  first  paragraph,  to  strike  out  the  words 
"the  presiding,"  and  msert  the  words  "two  or  more," 
3 
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May  8.  In  Article  14th,  to  strike  out  all  after  the  woi-d  "  them,'* 

•  in  seventh  line  from  the  beginning. 

Articles  15th  and  16th :  to  strike  out  both  of  these  arti- 
cles, and  in  lieu  of  the  latter  part  of  Article  14th,  and  of 
Articles  15th  and  16th,  insert  the  following  articles,  \'iz.: — 

"  XV.  Each  Superintendent  of  Missions,  and  where  there 
is  no  Superintendent,  each  Missionary,  shall  make  a  regular 
quarterly  report  to  the  Coiresponding  Secretaiy  at  New- 
York,  giving  information  of  the  state  and  prospects  of  the 
several  missions  under  his  care. 

"  XVI.  Each  Missionary  shall  report  to  his  Superintend- 
ent once  a  quarter,  in  writing,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the 
specific  work  in  which  he  is  engaged. 

"  XVII.  No  one  shall  be  acknowledged  a  Missionary,  or 
receive  support  from  the  funds  of  this  Society,  who  has  not 
some  definite  field  assigned  him,  or  who  could  not  be  an 
effective  labourer  on  a  circuit,  except  as  provided  for  in  Arti- 
cle 5  th. 

"  XVIII.  This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  but  by  the 
General  Conference,  upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board 
of  Managers ;  or  by  the  Board,  on  the  recommendation  of 
the  General  Conference." 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented  a  report,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
part,  as  follows : — 
J.  M.  Pease.  "  They  have  had  under  consideration  the  complaint  of 

John  Morris  Pease  against  the  action  of  the  New- York 
East  Conference,  by  which  he  was  denied  his  dividends  as 
a  superannuated  member  of  that  body,  for  the  years  1849 
and  1851,  and  submit  the  following  resolution  in  the  case 
for  consideration : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  conference  in  this  case 
be  reversed,  and  brother  Pease  be  paid,  from  its  funds,  his 
dividends  for  those  years,  with  interest. 

"  Heman  Bangs,  Chamnan. 

"  Boston,  May  8,  1852." 

The  report  was  adopted. 
Bishop  Hedding.      The  Committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  memorandum  in 
reference  to  Bishop  Hedding,  deceased,  to  be  placed  upon 
the  journal  of  the  Conference,  reported. 

The  report  was  referred  back  to  the  Committee. 
J.  M'Clintock  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : — 
Verbal  revision      Resolved,  That  the  matter  of  arrangement  and  verbal 
of  DiscipUne.     j-evision  of  the  Disciphne  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Revisals. 
Kentucky  Con-       E.  Whitten  presented  a  memorial  in  reference  to  the  for- 
mation of  a  Conference  in  Kentucky,  which  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 


ference. 
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The  session  was  extended  five  minutes.  May  8. 

Brother  BroAvn  presented  a  memorial  from  Orrin  Pier,  q^^  pj^j. 
of  Troy  Conference,  asking  whetlicr  an  Annual  Conference 
has  a  right  to  leave  one  of  its  members  without  an  appoint- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  trial.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

Tiie  report  of  the  Western  Book  Agents  was  referred  to  Western  Eook 
the  Committee  of  Publication,  for  publication   in   Zion's     ^^^  ^' 
Herald. 

G.  Peck  presented  a  paper  from  E.  L.  Fancher,  Esq.,  e.  l.  rancher. 
whicli  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit. 

G.  Peck  presented  resolutions  from  the  Quarterly  Con-  Boundaries. 
ference   of  Hancock,    Deposit,  and   Cannonsville,  against 
alterations  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries, 

J.  M.  Snyder  presented  a  memorial  from  Newfield  sta- 
tion, Oneida  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries, 
which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

O.  C.  Baker  presented  the  statistics  of  New-Hampshire  New- Hampshire 

f,      c  n       ■  1  •  1  n  1      ^1  •  Conference 

Uonterence  Semmary,  which  were  referred  to  the  Committee  seminary. 
on  Education. 

P.  E.  Brown  presented  a  paper  from  Warsaw,  Genesee  siaveiy. 
Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.     Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Young  presented   a   paper  on  the  license  of  local  Local  Preachers. 
preachers.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

A  petition  from  E.  A.  Rice,  of  Portersville,  Vermont,  e.  A.  Rice. 
askmg  to  be  released  from  a  debt  due  the  Book  Concern, 
was  presented.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

A  memorial  from  Bradford  circuit,  Erie  Conference,  on  the  Boundaries, 
subject  of  boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  D.  Webb. 

MONDAY,  MAY  10. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair.  May  lo. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  E.  E.  Griswold, 
the  journals  were  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

J.  G.  Dimmett,  whose  credentials  were  read  some  days  J.  G.  Dimmett. 
since,  appeared,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  committee  appointed  to  prepare  a  minute  for  the 
jo\imaIs  of  this  Conference  touching  the  decease  of  Bishop 
Hedding,  reported  the  following,  which  was  adopted  : — 

Whereas  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God,  in  his  mfinite  Bishop  Hedding. 
wisdom,  to  remove  from  among  us,  by  death,  our  senior 
Bishop,  the  Rev.  Elijah  Hedding,  who  died  in  Poughkeep- 
sie.  New- York,  April  9th,  1852,  in  the  seventy-second  year 
of  his  age,  and  in  the  fifty -first  of  his  ministry ; 
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May  10.  Therefore,  Resolved,  Tliat  this  General  Conference  makes 

this  record  upon  its  journal  as  a  token  of  profound  respect 
for  the  deceased,  as  a  minister  of  imblemished  reputation, 
deep  theological  knowledge,  sound  experience  in  the  things 
of  God;  of  Christian  simplicity  and  holy  tempei-s  as  a 
Christian;  as  an  able  and  impartial  administrator  of  the 
discipline  of  the  Church,  sweetly  and  delightfully  blending 
together  the  dignity  of  the  Bishop  wnth  the  urbanity  of  the 
Christian  gentleman;  and  who  at  last  died  in  peace  and 
holy  triumph,  with  a  well-grounded  hope  of  immortality 
and  eternal  hfe.  May  we  follow  Mm  as  he  followed  Christ ! 
Brother  Adams  moved  to  amend  the  above,  by  inserting 
after  the  words  "  his  ministry  "  several  resolutions,  which 
were,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Rev.  Dr.  Green.  The  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  from  the  Wesleyan  connexion  in 
Canada,  was  introduced  to  the  Conference,  and  his  creden- 
tials read. 

Bishop  Hamiine.  The  Superintendents  presented  a  communication  from 
Bishop  Hamiine,  tendering  his  resignation  of  the  Episcopal 
office,  which  was  read ;  also,  a  letter  from  his  physicians, 
which  was  read.  His  parchment  of  ordination  was  also 
presented.  These  documents  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 

Report   of  Mis-      The  Committee  on  Missions  reported.    That  part  of  the 
mitteZ     *^°™' report  touching   alterations  in  our  Discipline,  relating  to 
missions,  was  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  brother  Slicer,  the  above  report  was  made 
the  oi-der  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  next. 

Oberia  Annual  The  committee  further  reported  on  the  petition  of  the 
Liberia  Annual  Conference,  asking  a  Bishop  for  said  Con- 
ference. The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to 
be  printed,  leaving  out  the  name  recommended  for  Super- 
intendent. 

Increaae  of  For-     The  committee  further  reported  on  the  resolution  of  the 
eign    issions.    pj.QYi(jgjj(,g  Conference,  relating  to  the  extension  of   our 
foreign  missionary  field,  and  recommended  the  adoption  of 
the  resolution  of  said  Conference,  viz. : — 

"Resolved,     That  the  time  has  fully  come,  when  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ought  to  increase  the  numbei 
and  the  extent  of  her  foreign  missions." 
Adopted  by  an  almost  vmanimous  vote. 

Increase  of  Mis-      P.  Cartwright  offered  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 

dUM  fru^af    "      Resolved,    That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  directer 

to  consider  and  report  specially  on  the  necessity  and  manne 

of  extending  our  missions  among  the  Indian  tribes  in  thi. 

country. 

Fasting  &  prayer      C.  K.  True  offered  the  following  : — 
fo^more  labour-      Hesolved,  in  view  of  the  great   and  increasing  demand 
of  the  work  at  home  and  abroad  for  ministerial  labour,  That 
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the  General  Conference  recommend  to  the  several  Annual       May  lo. 
Conferences,  to  set  apart  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer,  at 
such  time  as  they  respectively  shall  judge  expedient,  to  im- 
plore the  great  Head  of  the  Church  to  raise  up  and  send 
forth  more  laboui-ers  into  the  harvest.     Carried. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  from  Washington  ciiurch  in  Wash- 
city,  touching  the  erection  of  a  church  in  tliat  city,  was  re-  *°°  °"  '^^  ^' 
ferred,  reported,  and  the  report  was  adopted. 

JSesolred,  1 .  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  erection  of 
a  new  house  of  worship  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  tlie  city  of  Washington,  as  contemplated  by  oui-  brethren 
in  their  memorial. 

Resolved,  2.  That  regarding  the  success  of  this  enter- 
prise as  of  high  importance  to  the  interests  of  Methodism 
throughout  the  country,  we  will  give  it  our  individual  in- 
fluence in  our  respective  Annual  Conferences,  and,  by  all 
appropriate  means,  aid  in  its  promotion. 

J .  Young  presented  the  folio Aving  : — 

Resolved,  That  a  special  committee  of  three  be  appoint-  Religious  pn vi- 
ed by  the  chair  to  take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of 
attempting  to  obtain,  without  war,  bloodshed,  or  any  unjust 
or  unchristian  measure,  the  same  religious  privileges  for 
Protestants,  in  Rome,  and  other  Catholic  countries,  that 
Catholics  enjoy  in  the  United  States.     Adopted. 

The  chair  appointed  C.  Elliott,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W.  T.  Har- 
low, said  committee. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  to  receive  memoii- 
als  and  petitions. 

Z.  Phillips  presented  a  paper  adverse  to  lay  delegation.    Lay  Delegation. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

L.  D.  Brown  presented  a  paper  from  Troy,  New- York,  on  Local  Preachers. 
the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.     Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

Also,  a  paper  from  Troy,  asking  that  all  that  relates  to  Sittings  in 
seating  our  congregations  in  oui-  churches  be  stricken  from  ""^  ^^' 
the  Discipline.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

D.  Starks  presented  the  resolution  passed  by  Stillwater  Lay  Delegation. 
Quarterly  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  lay  delegation. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

Also,  a  similar  paper  from  Mechanicsville  Station.  Re- 
ferred to  the  same  Committee. 

A  paper  from  Vermont  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  sabbath  Schools. 
Sabbath  schools,  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Sabbath 
schools. 

Also,  a  paper  from  same  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Slavery,  was  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  touching  revision  of  Discipline,  was  refer-  Discipline. 
red  to  Committee  on  Revisals, 

W.  Hunter  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  bounda-  Boundaries. 
ries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bomidaries. 
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May  10.  T.  M.  Hudson  presented  a  paper,  touching  the  subject 

Sale  of  Books,  of  the  sale  of  our  books.  Referred  to  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

Time  of  Proba-  Brother  Worthington  moved  to  refer  so  much  of  the 
joimials  of  the  Westei-n  Virginia  Conference  as  relates  to 
the  subject  of  the  time  of  probation  for  travelling  preach- 
ers.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Local  Preachers.  Also,  so  much  of  the  journal  of  said  Conference  as  re- 
lates to  the  subject  of  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach- 
ers, was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 

Boundaries.  Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  petition  from  Cumberland  Cir- 

cuit (Pittsburgh  Conference)  Quarterly  Conference,  relating 
to  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Trustees  of  H.  Summers  presented  a  paper,  asking  a  change  in  our 

Churches.  ^^^  relative  to  Trustees  of  Churches.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

'^ti^n  "^  ^'^°^^'  ^-  ^°^^  moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journal  of  the  Pitts- 
burgh Conference  as  relates  to  the  time  of  probation  in  the 
Annual  Conference,  be  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

Black  River  Con-      H.  Mattison  presented  the  statistical  report  of  the  Black 
ference    Semi-  j^^^.^j.  Conference  Seminary.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Education. 

Slavery.  C.  Kingsley  presented  two  papers,  on  the  subject  of  Sla- 

very— one  from  Lebanon  Circuit,  and  one  from  Nelson  Cir- 
cuit, Erie  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
J.  H.  Whallen  presented  a  similar  paper  from  Ravenna 
Circuit.     Similarly  referred. 

Depository.  J.  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  Burlington,  Iowa, 

on  the  subject  of  a  Book  Depository  and  Conference  Paper. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Leaders'    Meet-      J.  Dennis  presented  a  paper  from  Rochester,  asking  for  a 
'°^'  rule  defining  the  duties,  &c.,  of  a  Leaders'  Meeting.     Re- 

feired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Discipline.  Also,  a  paper  from  Asbury  Church,  Rochester  District, 

asking  some  changes  in  our  Discipline.     Referred  as  above. 

Claimants  on  Moved,  That  so  much  of  the  journals  of  the  East  Genesee 

Funds!™"^  Conference  as  relates  to  changes  in  Discipline  relative  to 
the  subject  of  claimants  on  Conference  Funds,  be  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Letitia  S.  Doud.  J.  H.  Trimble  presented  the  memorial  of  Letitia  S.  Doud, 
asking  that  her  dividend  from  the  funds  of  the  Church  be 
not  withheld.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Sunday    School      S.  T.  Gillett  presented  an  extract  from  the  journals  of  the 
Depositones.     jyforth  Indiana  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Sunday-school 
Depositories.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Boundaries.  W.  H.  Goode  presented  papei-s  on  the  subject  of  bounda- 

ries.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 
"tnce""  ^^^^^^'      ^'  Cartwright  presented  brother  Bird's  petition  for  the 
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division  of  the  Missouri  Conference.     Referred  lo  the  Com-       May  lo. 
mitteo  on  Boundaries. 

J.  Young  presented  a  petition  from  Putnam,  Ohio,  on  Slavery, 
the  subject  of  Slavery.      Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

Brotlier  Hobart  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  the  Missouri  Confer- 
division  of  the  Missouri  Conference.     Referred  to  the  Com-  ^"'^®* 
mittee  on  Boundaries. 

Brother  Heath  presented  a  statistical  report  of  Worthing-  WorthingtonFe- 
ton  Female  Seminary.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Ed-  ™''^''  s^^i^^'^J'- 
ucation. 

A  letter  from  J.  B.  Finley,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries,  Boundaries. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  \V.  Walker  presented  a  paper  on  the  saiva-  subject. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Bisliop  Janes  presented  a  paper  from  Rushville  Circuit,  Lay  representa- 
Ohio  Conference,  asking  for  lay  representation  in  the  General  congregations.^ 
Conference,  and  praying  that  no  rule  be  passed  to  prevent  any 
congregation  from  seating  themselves  in  church  according 
to  tTieir  own  will.  Referred — the  first  part  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Lay  Delegation ;  the  latter  part  to  the  Committee 
on  Rovit^als. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  petition  from  W.  Simmons  w.  Simmons. 
and  others,  touching   the  names  to  be  given  to  the  Ohio 
Conference  when  divided.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  the  delegates  Depository   and 
of  Michigan,   Indiana,   North   Indiana,   Rock  River,  Wis-       "'^'^ '  v^v^^:- 
consin,  Missouri,  and  Illinois,  asking  for  a  Book  Depository 
and  Church  Paper  at  Chicago,  and  also  for  a  Depository 
and  Church  Paper  at  St.  Louis.     Referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  the  Book  Concern, 

George  Taylor's  appeal  from  the  Michigan  Conference,  Geo.  Taylor. 
was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Friday  next,  immediately 
after  reading  the  journals. 

The  appeal  of  D.  J.  Snow,  of  Illinois  Conference,  wasD.  j.  Snow, 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Saturday  morning  next,  at 
9  o'clock. 

M.  Simpson  presented  the  concurrence  of  the  Indiana  Local  Preachera. 
Conference  with  the  Erie  Conference,  asking  the  General 
Conference  to  prescribe  a  course  of  study  for  local  preach- 
ers.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  the  memorial  of  N.  N.  Robin-  Music. 
son,  of  Baltimore,  respecting  instrumental  music.     Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  paper  from  Bloomingdale  Circuit,  Lay  Delegation. 
Baltimore  Conference,  against  a  division  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  and  against  lay  delegation.     The  first,  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boimdaries ;  the  second,  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Lay  Delegation. 
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May  10.  M.  Raymond  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  Church 

Churchdebtsand  I^'^^^s.     Also,  a  paper,  asking  some  alteration  of  the  Disci- 
Bands,  phne  touching  Bands,  &c.     Both  papers  were  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 

Slavery.  M.  Raymond  presented  a  resolution  of  the  New-England 

Conference  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.     Referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 

Changes  in  Dis-      Also,  a  memorial  from  P.  Crandall,  asking  some  changes 

cipUne.  jj^  ^\^q  Discipline.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

Economy. 
Slavery.  D.  Wise  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  memorial  from  Flat  River  Cir- 
cuit, Michigan  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery.     Re- 
ferred as  above. 
Presiding  Elders.      A  memorial  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Cochesett 
Station,  praying  for  some  alteration  in  the  manner  of  ap- 
pointing Presiding  Elders.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Re\-isals. 
Germany    Book      A  memorial  from  our  German  preachers  in   Germany, 
Depositorj'.       asking  for  a  Book  Depository,  &c.,  was  presented,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work. 
Changes  among      S.  Landon  presented  a  memorial  from  one  of  the  Quar- 
Preachers.         terly  Meetings  of  Wilhamsburgh,  seeking  to  secure  changes 
among  our  preachers  in  cities  and  villages.     Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Sunday-  school     The  Conference  was  invited,  by  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
Anniversary.     rangements  for  the  Sunday-school  Anniversary,  to  join  in 
the  services,  and  be  present  at  the  anniversary.     D.  Wise 
offered  the  following  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  we  accept  the  invitation  so  respectfully 
tendered  to  us  by  the  Committee  of  Arrangements  for  the 
celebration  of  the  Anniversary  of  our  Sunday-School  Union  ; 
which  was  adopted. 
Anonymous  Let-      Bishop  Janes    presented    an    anonymous   letter,  asking 
*'®'^-  the  General  Conference  to  interfere  in  settling  some  diffi- 

culties of  our  Wesleyan  brethren  in  England.     Laid  on  the 
table. 
Sixth  Restrictive      H.  Mattison  presented  the  following  report,  which  was 
^"i«-  adopted:— 

Whereas  the  General  Conference  of  1848  recommend- 
ed, by  a  vote  of  ninety-nine  to  forty-seven,  in  the  event 
of  the  occm-rence  of  certain  specified  contingencies  in  the 
Annual  Conferences,  to  so  far  suspend  the  "  sixth  restrictive 
rule"  of  the  Discipline  as  to  authorize  our  Book  Agents 
at  New- York  and  Cincinnati  to  submit  the  claim  of  the 
"  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,"  to  arbitration ; 
and 

Whereas,  the  specified  contingencies  occurring,  tlie  sub- 
ject was  presented  by  our  Bishops  to  fourteen  of  the  twenty- 
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nine  Annual  Conferences  for  their  concurrence  or  dissent ;       May  lo. 
and 

Whereas  no  official  retiu*ns  are  as  yet  before  us,  showing 
the  state  of  the  vote  upon  this  question,  in  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences  to  which  it  was  presented ;  therefore, 

Eet<olved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be  instruct- 
ed to  examine  the  journals  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences in  regard  to  said  vote,  and  report  to  this  body. 

Z.  Pliillips  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  R.  Wescott. 
on  Lay  Delegation,  and  the  chair  appointed  brother  Wes- 
cott  to  till  his  place. 

H.  Sheer  presented  the  petition  of  J.  W.  Haughawout  to  j.  w.  Haughar 
be  released  from  a  debt  to  the  Book  Concern,  he  having  "^°"'" 
once  mailed  the  amount  to  pay  it.     Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Da\-is,  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Churcb  Suit. 
Suit,  ah.ked  the  Conference  for  information  in  regard  to  the 
duty  of  that  committee,  saying  that  his  imdcrstanding  was, 
that  it  was  designed  that  they  should  consider  the  New- 
York  suit  alone. 

H.  Sheer  moved.  That  the  undei-s  tan  ding  of  the  chau-- 
man  be  considered  the  sense  of  this  Conference.     Carried. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

TUESDAY,  ]\IAY  11. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  May  H- 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  W.  Barnes. 

The  jounial  of  the  preceding  session  was  read,  corrected, 
and  approved. 

J.  Holdich  asked,  and  received  for  himself  and  E.  Thorn-  Leave    of  Ab- 
son,  leave  of  absence  after  to-day  for  the  purpose  of  attend-  ^®'^'^*^" 
ing  the  anniversary  of  the  American  Bible  Society. 

The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  reported  in  part  as  Bishop  Hiuniino. 
follows : — "  They  have  had  the  communication  from  Bishop 
Hamline  under  consideration,  and  present  the  following  res- 
olutions, and  recommend  their  adoption  by  the  Conference : — 

"Whereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  deeply  to  afflict 
our  beloved  Bishop  Hamline,  and  whereas  he  has  been  laid 
aside  from  active  service  thereby ;  therefore,  • 

"  Resolved,  1.  That  we  sincerely  sympathize  with  our  be- 
loved Superintendent  in  his  afflictions. 

"Resolved,  2.  That,  after  having  fully  examined  his  ad- 
ministration for  the  last  four  years,  his  administration  and 
character  be,  and  hereby  are,  approved. 

"Whereas  Bishop  Hamline  has  tendered  his  resignation 
in  the  following  language,  to  wit : — *  And  now,  I  think  that 
the  circumstances  warrant  my  declining  the  office.  Eight 
years  ago,  I  felt  that  Divine  Providence  had  strangely  called 
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May  11,  me  to  the  office.  I  now  feel  that  the  same  Providence  per- 
mits me  to  retire.  I  therefore  tender  my  resignation,  and 
request  to  be  released  from  my  official  responsibilities,  as 
soon  as  the  way  is  prepared  by  the  Episcopal  committee.' 
Therefore, 

"Resolved,  3.  That  the  resignation  of  Bishop  Hamline  of 
his  office  as  a  Bishop  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in 
the  United  States  of  America,  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is. 


All  which  is  respectfully  submitted, 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 
"Boston,  May  11, 1862." 

It  was  ordered  to  consider  and  act  upon  the  report  item 
by  item. 

The  first  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by  a  rising 
vote. 

The  second  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted. 

While  the  third  resolution  was  pending,  J.  A.  Collins  sub- 
mitted the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the  said  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  "Qj  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  that  the  Bish- 
ops be,  and  they  hereby  are,  requested  to  return  to  Bishop 
Hamline  his  parchment,  accompanied  with  a  communication 
informing  him  that  this  General  Conference  declines  accept- 
ing his  resignation  as  a  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  and  grants  him  unrestricted  permission, 
and  advises  him  to  adopt  and  pursue  such  course  for  the 
restoration  of  his  health  as  his  judgment  may  dictate. 

Laid  on  the  table,  after  the  yeas  and  nays  had  been  called 
for  and  ordered,  by  a  vote  of  161  yeas,  and  10  nays,  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Yeas.— a.  Peck,  P.  Rice,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon, 
J.  C.  Lyon,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  0.  C.  Baker,  R.  Dearborn,  E. 
Scott,  E.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witheispoon, 
J.  Clark,  Z.  Phillips,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R. 
Wescott,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B.  Creagh,  J.  H.  Perry,  E. 
E.  Griswold,  S.  Landon,  L.  Clark,  S.  J.  G.  Worthington, 
M.  Tichnell,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A.  Church, 
A.  Moore,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  A.  M'Gee,  W.  Hun- 
ter, S.  Wakefield,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  Aspmwall,  A.  T.  BuUard, 
E.  Copeland,  C.  Hobart,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Summers,  G. 
Gary,  J.  L.  Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B, 
Holmes,  S.  Allen,  G.  Webber,  C.  C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson, 
J.  J.  Jenne,  C.  Kingsley,  H.  Kinsley,  B.  S.  Hall,  E.  J.  L. 
Baker,  W.  Patterson,  A.  Phelps,  L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney, 
S.  P.  Keys,  J.  Chandler,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W. 
Reddy,  S.  Sperry,  J.  Sparks,  E.  B.  Tenny,  J.  M.  Snyder, 
S.  Comfort,  E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Wliiteman,  T. 
BarkduU,  J.  Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shaflfer,  J.  Brooks,  J". 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852.  48 

G.  Dimraitt,  H.  Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gu-  Mayii. 
lick,  B.  F.  Teflft,  H.  N.  Seaver,  G.  M.  BesAvick,  W.  H. 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  J.  Marsee,  J.  Daniel,  J. 
Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  E. 
M'Clure,  D.  D.  Whedon,  F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  E.  Thom- 
son, P.  E.  Bro^Ti,  I.  Chamberlavne,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trim- 
ble, J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.'  Walker,  J.  F.  Wright,  U. 
Heath,  Z.  Conncll,  C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer,  M.  Marley,  A. 
M.  Lorraine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G. 
Rutledsre,  P.  Kuhl,  C.  D.  James,  M.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Dai- 
lev,  E.R.  Ames,  J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  N. 
J."  B.  xMorgan,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Slicer,  N.  Wilson, 
J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszel,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tip- 
pett,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  D.  Dailey,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W. 
Barnes,  T.  J.  Thompson,  E.  Miller,  J.  Cunningham,  John 
M'Chntock,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  P.  Kidder,  J.  S.  Porter,  J. 
Lewis,  L  Winner,  J.  Avers,  T.  M'Carroll,  D.  Patten,  A. 
Stcvins,  E.  Benton,  W.  t.  Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M. 
Raymond,  C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  J.  Porter,  A.  Binney, 

iVoys.— J.  Holdich,  E.  Adams,  L.  Clark,  J.  H.  Whallon, 
H.  W.  Reed,  G.  Moody,  J.  A.  Collins,  B.  N.  Brown,  C. 
Adams,  W.  H.  Hunter. 

The  third  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  report  was  amended,  by  appending  the  following  res- 
olution, submitted  by  J.  A.  Collins,  and  adopted  by  Con- 
ference : — 

"  Resolvcfl,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  Bishops 
be  and  hereby  are,  respectfully  requested  to  convey  to  Bish- 
op Hamline,  the  acceptance  of  his  resignation  as  a  Super- 
intendent of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  by  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  accompanied  with  a  communication  express- 
ing the  profound  regret  of  this  body,  that  the  condition  of 
his  health  has,  in  his  judgment,  rendered  it  proper  for  him 
to  relinquish  his  official  poshion ;  assuring  him  also  of  our 
continued  confidence  and  affection,  and  that  our  fervent 
prayers  will  be  offered  to  the  throne  of  grace,  that  his 
health  may  be  restored,  and  his  life  prolonged  to  the 
Church." 

The  preamble  of  the  report  was  adopted,  and  then  the 
report  as  a  whole,  and  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported,  in  part,  as 
follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  that  they  j.  w.  Haogha- 
have  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of  J.  W.  Haugh-  ^o"*" 
awout,  praying  to  be  released  from  the  claim  of  the  Book 
Agents,  at  New- York,  against  him,  amounting  to  fifty- six 
dollars  and  some  cents,  which  amount  he  had  mailed  to 
them  at  Town  Hill,  but  which  by  some  means  was  lost  on 
its  passage,  and  submit  the  following  resolution : — 
P 
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May  11.  "  Resolved,  That  the  prayer  of  the  memorialist  be  not 

granted." 

J.  A.  Gere  moved  to  amend  the  report,  by  stiiking  out 
the  word  "  not." 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table. 
Lost. 

J.  Porter  moved  that  the  prayer  of  the  petitioner  be  re- 
ferred to  the  Book  Agents  for  settlement.     Adopted. 

It  was  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  so  as  to 
allow  H.  Kinsley  to  present  a  memorial.    Lost. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported,  in  part,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
mfttee  on^tS-      "  "^^^  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report,  in 
erancy.  part,  as  foUows  : — 

Superannuated  "  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  Erie  Annual  Confer- 
merary  Preach-  ®°*^®»  *^^^  *^^®  superannuated  and  supernumerary  preachers 
era.  in  that  Conference  were  instructed  to  report  to  the  Confer- 

ence stewards  the  amounts  which  they  had  received  as 
ministers,  and  that  such  amounts  were  applied  to  their 
claims  upon  the  funds  in  the  hands  of  the  stewards. 

"  Your  committee  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  act  of  the 
Conference,  so  far  as  the  "  superannuated"  preachers  were 
concerned,  was  without  warrant  from  the  Discipline  ;  and 
we  therefore  submit  the  following  resolution  for  adoption 
by  the  Conference,  viz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  regard  such  action  as  an  infringement 
of  the  Discipline. 

"  Heman  Bangs,  Chairman. 
"  May  11, 1852." 

Brother  Reed  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  of  the  re- 
port by  inserting  the  word  "  no." 

While  this  motion  was  pending,  a  minority  report  from 
the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  was  presented  on  the  same 
subject,  as  follows  : — 

"  We  respectfully  report,  That  having  examined  the  reso- 
lution of  the  Erie  Conference,  directing  their  supernumerary 
and  superannuated  preachers  to  report  what  they  had  re- 
ceived for  ministerial  services,  to  be  deducted  from  their 
claim,  and,  after  due  search,  finding  no  rule  in  our  Discipline 
forbidding  an  Annual  Conference  to  take  this  course, 

"  Therefore,  we  recommend  this  General  Conference  to 
pass  the  journal  of  the  Erie  Annual  Conference. 
"  Yours,  most  respectfully, 
"John  Coil, 
"  P.  E.  Brown, 
"  E.  L.  J.  Baker." 

J.  Porter  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 

Carried. 
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Moved,  That  the  appeal  order  of  this  day  be  taken  up.       Mayii. 
Carried. 

And  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow, 
immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  journal. 

A  general  suspension  of  the  order  of  the  day  was  or- 
dered. 

H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following  resolution : —  Supcrannuatoa 

Resolved,  That  each  superannuated  preacher  shall  be  a 
member  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the  circuit 
or  station  where  he  shall  reside. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

A  communication  from  the  Western  Book  Agents  was  Church  Suit. 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  documents  relating  to  the  Char-  Chartered  Fund. 
tered  Fund,  which  were  referred  to  a  committee  of  three,  to 
consider  and  report  thereon. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Book  Committee  of  the  Wes-  Book  Commutee 
leyan  Church  in  Canada,  in  connexion  Avith  the  British  Con- 
ference, which  was  referred  to  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  John  Seys,  in  reference  to  the  Colonization  so- 
appointment  to  agencies  for  the  Colonization  Society,  which  "®''^'' 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Coil  presented  a  copy  of  the  journal  of  the  Pittsburgh  Local  Preachers. 
Conference  on  the  Circular  of  the  Erie  Annual  Conference, 
respecting  a  course  of  study  for  local  preachers.     Referred 
to  Committee  on  Re\isals. 

Brother  Shaffer  presented  a  resolution  on  the  subject  of  Baptism. 
baptism. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Whiteman. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  12. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair.  May  12. 

After  the  usual  rehgious  services,  led  by  P.  P.  Sandford, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

I.  Chamberlayne  moved,  That  the  order  of  business  be 
suspended. 

T.  Carlton  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  e.  Thomas. 
on  Missions,  and  E.  Thomas  was  appointed  in  liis  place. 

H.  W.  Reed  was  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  "^^  P-i'mmett. 
on  Itinerancy,  and  J.  P.  Dimmett  appointed  in  his  place. 

By  motion,  took  up  the  appeal  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  of  the  ^j^^'^l'''  '  ^ 
Ohio  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made.  That  we  do  not  entertain  the  appeal 
of  J.  8.  Inskip. 

H.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  not"  before  entertain.     Carried. 

The  motion,  as  amended,  viz.,  Tliat  we  do  entertain  the 
appeal  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  was  adopted. 

The  charges,  and  vote  of  the  Conference  sustaining  them, 
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May  12.        Were  read,  when  J.  S.  Inskip  stated  to  the  Conference  the 
grounds  of  his  appeal. 

The  testimony  in  the  case  was  read  to  the  Conference, 
after  which  J.  S.  Inskip  addressed  the  Conference.  Brother 
Inskip  gave  way  before  concludbg  his  remarks,  to  allow  a 
motion  to  be  made. 

The  case  of  brother  Inskip  was  laid  upon  the  table  for 
the  present. 

It  was  moved  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet 
at  3  o'clock.     Lost. 
Chartered  Fund.      Bishop  Waugh  announced  the  following  committee  on 
the  Chartered  Fund : — T.  J.  Thompson,  P.  Akers,  J.  Porter. 

The  following  communication  was  presented : — 

Methodist  Epis-  "  ij^q  ij^q  Bisliops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of 

copal     Church.  .i      -ir  .i     t   ,    n    •  t   ^i         7         *^  '' 

South.  the  Methodist  jbjnscopal  Church. 

L.  M.  Lee.  "  Rev.  AND  Dear  BRETHREN, — Accompanying  this  com- 

munication, you  will  find  a  certified  copy  of  a  resolution  of 
the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  authorizing  me  to  attend  the  session  of  your  body, 
for  purposes  therein  specified.  Your  early  attention  to  the 
request  it  contains,  wiU  much  oblige, 

"  Yours  truly, 

"  Lekot  M.  Lee. 
"  Boston,  May  12, 1862." 

Methodist  Epia-  "Resolved,  ThatL,  M.Lee  be,  and  he  hereby  is,  authorized 
South.  ^*'"'^''^'  to  attend  the  next  session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  ask  permission  of  their 
body  to  copy  the  records  of  the  General  Conference  from 
the  beginning  down  to  the  session  of  1844,  for  the  use  of 
this  body  and  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

"  I  hereby  certify  that  the  foregoing  is  a  faithful  copy  upon 
the  journals  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  is  part  of  the  proceedings 
of  that  body  during  its  session  in  St.  Louis,  Missouri,  namely 
on  May  14th,  1850. 

"  Thos.  0.  Summers,  Sec^y.  General 
Conference  of  the  M.  E.  Church,  South" 

conferenci  joJ^l  J.  M'Glintock  offered  the  following  resolution  :— 
nais  for  Metho-  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  be  appointed  to  meet 
Churchf  soutT^  with  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Lee  in  the  city  of  New- York,  after  the 
session  of  this  Conference,  and,  in  conjimction  with  him,  to 
appoint  a  suitable  person  or  persons  to  copy  the  records  of 
the  General  Conference  up  to  the  year  1844,  inclusive,  at 
the  expense  of  the  said  L.  M.  Lee,  which  copy,  after  due 
examination  and  certificate  by  the  said  committee,  shall  be 
handed  over  to  the  Rev.  L.  M.  Lee,  as- the  agent  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 
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Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  May  12. 

Brother  Dearborn  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  Brother     Dear- 
for  the  remamder  of  the  session  of  this  General  Conference.  ^°™" 
Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  G.  Peck. 

THURSDAY,  MAY  13. 

Bishop  Mon-is  in  the  chair.  May  13. 

After  the  usual  religious  sendees,  led  by  E,  Whitten,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  the  day  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

N.  Bangs  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Rensals  be  instructed  '^'"ugL^^p^®"?' 
to  inquire  whether  a  more  equitable  method  could  not  be  era!"      ^^'"'  * 
devised  for  accusing  and  bringing  to  trial  delinquent  preach- 
ers before  the  Annual  Conference. 

0.  C.  Baker  presented  the  certificate  of  Justin  Spauld-  ^-  Spauiding. 
ing's  election  by  the  Xew-Hampshire  Conference,  as  a  re- 
serve delegate  to  the  General  Conference,  and,  on  motion, 
he  was  recognised  as  a  member  in  place  of  R.  Dearborn, 
who  had  asked  and  received  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  E.  Adams,  J.  Spaulding  was  chosen  to 
take  the  place  of  R.  Dearborn,  in  the  Committee  on  Boim- 
daries. 

Geo.  F.  Brown  presented  resolutions  of  the  Quarterly  Lay  Delegation. 
Conference  of  Kevport  Circuit,  relating  to  the  Discipline  and 
lay  delegation.     Referred  to  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

J.  Frazer  presented  a  memorial  from  Morristown  Chcuit,  Slavery. 
Troy  Conference,  asking  for  an  alteration   of    the  Disci- 
pUne  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

The  appeal  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip  was  then  taken  up,  and  J-  S-  inskip. 
the  appellant  resumed  and  finished  his  remarks. 

L  Chamberlayne,  by  reason  of  ill  health,  obtained  leave  i.chamberiayne. 
of  absence  for  the  balance  of  this  morning's  session. 

D.  P.  Kidder  asked,  and  obtained,  leave  of  absence  until  d.  p.  Kidder. 
Monday  next. 

G.  Moody,  in  behalf  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  responded  ^-   ^'^^^^^  "• 
in  part,  when,  the  time  of  adjournment  having  nearly  ar-  ^^° 
rived,  the  appeal  was  laid  upon  the  table  for  the  present. 

H.  M.  Shaffer  presented  the  following  resolution,  which  h.  m.  Shaffer. 
was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  Baptism. 
to  inquire  mto  the  propriety  of  leaving  the  following  words 
out  of  the  prayer  on  Infant  Baptism,  on  page  ninety-five  of 
Discipline,  viz. : — "  And  by  the  baptism  of  thy  well-be- 
loved Son,  Jesus  Christ,  in  the  river  Jordan,  didst."  Then 
it  would  read,  "  Sanctify  water  for  this  holy  sacrament,  &c." 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  Clark. 
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May  14 


FEIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  14. 


E.  B.  Tenny. 


Ep.  Waugh's 
Sermon. 


Bp.  Waugh's 
reply. 


Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  P.  E.  Brown, 
the  journal  was  read. 

E.  B.  Tenny  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  to-morrow. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 

J.  F.  Wright  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  it  was  with 
heartfelt  satisfaction  and  much  interest  we  listened  to  the 
sermon  delivered  yesterday,  in  compliance  with  our  request, 
on  the  recent  death  of  our  venerated  senior  Bishop,  Rev. 
EHjah  Hedding;  and  Bishop  Waugh  is  hereby  earnestly 
and  respectfully  requested  to  furnish  a  copy  of  his  very 
appropriate  discourse  to  the  Book  Agents  (at  New- York) 
for  publication,  at  his  earliest  convenience. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Bishop  Waugh  arose  and'  said,  In  reference  to  the  reso- 
lution that  had  been  so  kindly  adopted — and  if  it  were  not 
adopted  by  so  grave  a  body  as  that  General  Confer- 
ence, he  would  say,  not  only  kindly,  but  even  flatteringly 
adopted — it  would  afford  liim  pleasure  to  comply  with  the 
request,  if  he  could  do  so  in  a  manner  which  w^ould  give 
additional  interest  to  the  memory  of  the  deceased  bishop, 
whose  death  so  deeply  affected  the  Church.  His  discourse 
had  not  been  prepared  for  the  press;  but  if  the  General 
Conference  were  wiUing  to  grant  him  the  privilege  of  pre- 
paring it  for  pubhcation  at  his  leisure,  he  would  comply 
with  their  request. 

Whereupon  E.  R.  Ames  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion : — 

Resolved,  That  Bishop  Waugh  use  his  own  discretion  in 
preparing  said  discourse  for  publication.     Carried. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  moved.  That  the  appeal  case  of  George  Tay- 
lor be  taken  up,  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Tues- 
day next,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  journal. 
Court  of  Appeal.  S.  Comfort  presented  a  paper  touching  the  subject  of  a 
delegated  Annual  Conference.  Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  subject  of  a  Court  of  Appeal, 
Boundaries.  H.  Kinsley  presented  a  paper  touching  the  subject  of 

boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Lay  delegation.       J.  Frazer  presented  a  paper  from  Essex  and  Colchester 
Presiding  Elder-  circuits,  on  the  subject  of  lay  delegation  and  the  presiding 
ship.  eldership.     The  first  part  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Lay  Delegation,  the  last  part  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 
Lay  delegation.       F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  against  lay  delegation 
from  the  recent  Lay  Conference  in  Philadelphia.     Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 


Geo.  Taylor. 
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Also,  the  certificate  of  the  appointment  of  a  committee       May  14. 
to  present  the  above  memorial  to  the  Conference  of  Lay- 
men, which  was  referred  to  the  same  Committee. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved,  That  the  Committee  on  Lay  Del- 
egation be  instructed  to  give  the  above  committee  a  hear- 
ing.    Carried, 

W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  resolution  touching  a  change  Term  of  trial, 
in  the  Discipline,  relating  to  the  reception  of  preachers  on 
trial  in  the  Annual  Conference.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

H.  Kinsley  presented  several  resolutions  touching  altera-  Alterations  in 
tions  in  the  Discipline,  which  were  read,  and  referred  to  the     '^'^'^  ^^ 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

G.  Moody  finished  his  remarks ;  and  a  motion  was  made  G.  Moody. 
that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock  this 
afternoon.     Carried. 

G.  W.  Walker  then  addressed  the  Conference ;  but  be-  G.  w.  Walker. 
fore  finishing  his  remarks,  the  time  of  adjournment  having 
an-ived,  the  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Slorris. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference  met  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  E.  Benton. 

The  journal  of  the  morning  session  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Tlie  order  of  busmess  was  suspended,  and  the  appeal  Appc-ii  of  j.  s. 
case  of  J.  S.  Inskip  was  taken  up.  inskip. 

G.  W.  Walker  resumed  and  finished  his  remarks ;  after  G.  w.  Waiket 
which  J.  Young  and  C.  Elliott  followed  with  additional  re-  J.  Young  and  c 
marks  in  defence  of  the  action  of  the  Ohio  Conference.  Elliott. 

B.  F.  Tefft  then  closed  in  behalf  of  the  appellant ;  after  b.  f.  Tefrt. 
which  the  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  J.  Clark. 

satuedat  morning,  may  15. 

Bishop  !MoiTis  in  the  chair.  May  15. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  led  by  M.  Marley. 

The  journal  was  read  and  approved. 

Bishop  Waugh  presented  the  communication  of  N.  Bishop,  n.  Bishop. 
Superintendent  of  Public  Schools,  inviting  the  members  of 
this  Conference  to  visit  the  public  schools. 

On  motion,  accepted. 

Also,  a  communication  from  his  honour,  the  Mayor  of  Bos-  Mayor  of  Boston. 
ton,  inviting  this  Conference  to  unite  m  an  excm-sion  among 
the  i.slands  in  the  harbour,  <fec.,  was  read,  and,  on  motion, 
accepted,  and  a  committee  of  three  was  ordered,  to  whom 
the  above  inntations  were  referred,  that  they  may  respond 
thereto. 

4 
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May  15.  Brother  Collins  presented  a  report  from  Committee  on 

Book  Concern,  which  was  read  and  adopted. 

Book  Concern        "  -"^^^  Committee  on  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred 
report.  the  commmiica,tion  of  brother  L.  S.  Jacoby,  and  Mr.  John 

George  Heyse,  bookseller,  Bremen,  Germany,  in  relation 
to  the  practicability  and  importance  of  establishing  com- 
mercial aiTangements  for  the  importation  of  choice  German 
books,  such  as  would  be  purchased  by  our  missionaries  and 
German  people  in  America,  and  the  exportation  to  Ger- 
many of  our  German  publications  for  sale  in  that  country, 
have  had  the  same  imder  consideration,  and  recommend  to 
the  General  Conference  the  adoption  of  the  following  reso- 
lutions : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and 
hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  such  commercial  arrange- 
ments for  the  importation  of  Gei-man  books  of  the  charac- 
ter above  specified,  and  the  exportation  of  our  American 
publications,  as  they  may  find  practicable  and  useful. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  conformity  with  the  recommendation 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionaiy  Society  of  the 
M.  E.  Church,  we  hereby  authorize  the  Book  Agents  to 
allow  our  mission  in  GeiTnany  an  open  credit  for  our  Ameri- 
can pubhcations,  not  exceeding  8500. 

"Resolved,  That  said  publications  be  furnished  to  our 
missions  in  Germany  at  the  largest  discount  allowed  by 
the  Agents  on  the  sale  of  books. 

"JoHX  A.  Collins,  GhairmanP 
Episcopacy  Com-     The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported,  in  part,  as  fol- 

mittee  report.     J^^g  ._ 

"Resolved,  That  the  character  and  administration  of 
bishops  Waugh,  Morris,  and  Janes,  for  the  last  four  years, 
be,  and  hereby  are,  approved." 

Adopted. 

"Resolved,  That  we  will,  at  this  session  of  the  General 
Conference,  elect  three  (additional)  bishops." 

Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  hereby  are, 
directed  to  pay  Bishop  Moms  the  balance  of  $39  24,  due 
him  for  travelling  expenses." 

Adopted. 
Barnes  Sears.         Bishop  Waugh  presented  an  in\itation  from  Barnes  Sears, 
to  visit  the  Massachusetts  Board  of  Education  at  the  State 
House.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mayor's  invi- 
tation. 
Itinerancy  Com-      The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  as  follows : — 
mittee  report.        „  ^y^  ^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  serious  consideration  that  part  of 
the  Episcopal  Address  which  relates  to  extending  the  time 
of  probation  for  admission  into  the  travelling  connexion, 
together  with  the  action  of  several  Annual  Conferences,  and 
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several  memorials,  on  the  same  subject,  and  submit  the  fol-        May  15. 
lowing  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  at  this  time  to  make 
any  change  of  oiu-  rule  of  Discipline  on  that  subject,  and 
that  the  Committee  be  discharged  from  the  fuither  con- 
sideration thereof." 

It  was  moved  to  adopt  the  report. 

M.  Crow  moved  to  lay  that  motion  on  the  table,  which 
was  lost,  and  the  motion  to  adopt  the  report  prevailed. 

"  The  Committee  on  Itmerancy  further  report,  That  they  Letitia  H.  Doud. 
have  had  under  consideration  a  memorial  from  Letitia  H. 
Doud,  of  Rochester,  N.  Y.,  from  which  we  leani  that  the 
memorialist  is  the  widow  of  a  late  member  of  the  East  Gen- 
esee Conference,  and  that  she  was  denied  her  dividend  the 
last  year  by  act  of  said  Conference,  and  she  now  prays  the 
General  Conference  to  take  such  action  in  the  premises  as 
shall  secure  her  dividend.  We,  therefore,  offer  the  follow- 
ing for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  East  Genesee  Annual  Conference  be 
required  to  pay  to  Letitia  H.  Doud  her  dividend  for  the 
last  year." 

Adopted. 

The  Committee  further  report,  as  follows : — 

"  It  appears  from  the  journals  of  the  North  Ohio  Con-  itinerancy  Com- 
ference,  that  several  of  its  members  were  found  guilty  of   ^"xorth'^^ohio 
imprudence  in  1848,  for  hanng  disregarded  the  advice  of   Conference, 
the  Conference  which  was  given  in  1845. 

"  We  regard  tliis  finding  as  exceptionable. 

"  We,  therefore,  offer  the  following  for  adoption  by  this 
General  Conference : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference 
in  1848,  in  finding  guilty  of  imprudence  several  of  its  mem- 
bers, for  having  disregarded  its  ad\'ice,  given  in  1845,  was 
unauthorized  by  the  Discipline. 

" Heman  Bangs,  Chairman" 

The  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  regular  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  and,  on  Appeal  of  J.  s. 
motion,  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip  was  taken  up.  inskip. 

N.  Bangs  presented  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  decision 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  m  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  by 
which  it  voted  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  violating  his 
pledge,  and  of  contumacious  conduct,  be,  and  hereby  is, 
reversed. 

"N.  Bangs, 
"  H.  Mattison." 
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May  15.  The  chair  decided  the  above  out  of  order,  as  not  em- 

bracing the  whole  of  the  action  or  findings  of  the  Ohio 
Conference  in  this  case,  stating  that  the  Conference  must 
affirm  or  reverse  the  decision,  or,  for  want  of  formality,  re- 
fer it  back  for  a  new  trial. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  an  appeal  was  taken  from  the 
decision  of  the  chair. 

The  decision  of  the  chair  was  sustained. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  sustaining  the 
decision  of  the  chair.     Laid  on  the  table. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  m  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  be 
affirmed. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  was  sustained. 

Yeas.— P.  Rice,  P.  P.  Sandford,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  J.  H. 
Perry,  S.  J.  G.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  H.  J.  Clarke, 

A.  Magee,  J.  Coil,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  G.  Baker,  H. 
Kinsley,  W.  H.  Hunter,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  W.  Patterson,  J. 
H.  Whallon,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Chandler,  W.  Reddy,  J.  H. 
Power,  J.  Quigley,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H. 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  J.  Marsee,  J.  Daniel,  Jos. 
Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  C.  Elliott,  J.  F.  Wright,  Z.  Connell, 
C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer,  M.  Marley,  A.  M.  Lorraine,  P. 
Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rutledge,  P. 
Kuhl,  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry, 
N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Sheer,  N.  WU- 
son,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Collins,  S.  S.  Roszell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C. 

B.  Tippett,  B.  N.  Brown,  J.  P.  Dui-bin,  L  Winner,  J.  Por- 
ter, C.  Adams— 62. 

Nays.—Gc.  Peck,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon,  0.  C.  Baker, 
J.  Spaulding,  E.  Scott,  E.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall, 
A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clarke,  Z.  PhiUips,  T.  Benedict,  D. 
Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Wescott,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  E.  E. 
Griswold,  S.  Landon,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A. 
Church,  A.  Moore,  T.  M.  Hudson,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wake- 
field, A.  T.  BuUard,  E.  Copeland,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Mat- 
tison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  B.  Holmes,  S.  Allen,  G.  Webber,  C. 

C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson,  J.  J.  Jenne,  C.  Kingsley,  B.  S.  Hill, 
L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S.  P.  Keys,  D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen, 

D.  W.  Bristol,  L.  SpeiTy,  I.  Parks,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Com- 
fort, H.  Whitman,  T.  BarkduU,  A.  Poe,  H.  W.  Reed,  J. 
Brooks,  W.  Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  B. 
F.  Tefft,  H.  N.  Seaver,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  E. 
M'Clm-e,  D.  D.  Whedon,  F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  T.  Carl- 
ton, E.  Thomas,  P.  E.  Brown,  M.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Dailey, 
J.  A.  Gere,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  W.  Barnes,  P.  J.  Thomp- 
son, E.  Miller,  J.  Cimningham,  G.  F.  Bro^vn,  J.  S.  Porter, 
J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  T.  M'CarroU,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens, 
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E.  Benton,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond,  C.  K.  True,        May  13 
J.  Hascall,  A.  Binney— 93. 

N.  Bangs  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  9?"' °cMe'°of  °J  ^8^ 
ferences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  inskip. 
of  the  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip,  be,  and 
herebv  is,  reversed. 

Carried— 87  to  64. 

M.  Raymond  proposed  a  resolution  touching  this  case. 
The  chair  decided  it  out  of  order. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved, that  the  order  of  the  day  be  re- 
sumed.    Carried. 

Took  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  which  Efiport  of  Com- 

J  ^        .       \  ,.  1     J      X    1  mittee  on  Mi3- 

was  read,  section  by  section,  and  adopted.  sions. 

'•The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  for 
adoption  by  the  Conference,  a  revision  of  the  chapter  on 
missions  for  insertion  in  the  Disciphne,  instead  of  the  one 
heretofore  existing,"  tfec.  For  remainder  of  report,  see 
A2)pendlx,  F,  pp.  139,  140. 

The  chair  annoimced  J.  A.  Collins,  E.  R.  Ames,  and  M.  Committee  on 
Raymond  as  the  committee  ordered  this  morning,  to  reply 
to  some  letters  of  invitation,  addressed  to  the  Conference. 

H.  J.  Clarke  moved  that  the  order  of  the  day  be  sus- Appeal  of  I.  N. 
pendod,  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I.  N.  M'Abee,  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

The  motion  prevailed  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I. 
N.  M'Abee,  and  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Mon- 
dav  morning  next,  immediately  after  reading  the  journal. 

The  Conference  determined  to  sit  with  closed  doors 
during  the  investigation  of  this  case. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  further  suspended. 

J.  Young  presented  a  petition  from  Cincinnati  on  lay  Lay  delegation 
delegation.     RefeiTcd  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  W.  Herr,  W.  P.  Strickland,  and  Union  Chapei. 
others,  in  reference  to  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati.     RcfeiTed 
to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 

Also,  a  paper  from  Morris  Chapel,  relating  to  Union 
Chapel.     Referred  as  above. 

Dr.  Evans,  of  Nova  Scotia,  was  introduced  to  the  Confer-  Dr.  Evans. 
ence.  and,  by  vote,  he  was  invited  to  a  seat  on  the  platform. 

W.   M.   Dailey  presented   a  petition  from  J.  M'Elroy.  J-  M'Eiroy. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  petitions 
and  memorials. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  paper  from  the  male  members  of  Boundaries. 
three  societies  on  Richmondville  circuit,  praying  to  be  at- 
tached to  Troy  Conference.     Referred  to  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  a    memorial  from  ojBScial  members  of   the  First  Timo  of  preach- 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Albany,  praying  the  General  ^"'  stationing. 
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May  15.  Conference  to  extend  the  time  a  preacher  may  remain  on  the 
same  circuit  or  station.  The  reading  was  asked  for,  but  the 
Conference  by  vote  dechned  having  it  read.  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

Worn-out  N.  Bangs  presented  a  paper  from  Allen-street  Church, 

preachers.  New- York,  on  the  subject  of  the  support  of  superannuated 
and  supernumerary  preachers,  &c.  Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy. 

•Wesieyan  uni-       Also,  report  of  Wesleyan  University.     Referred  to  the 

versity.  Committee  on  Education, 

East  Maine  Sem-      W.  H,  Pillsbury  presented  the  report  of  the  trustees  of 

inary.  -g^g^  Maine  Conference  Seminary.     Referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Education. 

Quarterly  Con-  B.  Holmes  presented  the  petition  of  W.  G.  Brown,  ask- 
erences.  j^^  some  alteration  in  Discipline,  so  as  to  allow  a  Quar- 

terly Conference  to  rescind  its  doings,  &c.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Slavery.  C.   Kingsley   presented   several   papers   from   different 

places,  aslang  some  change  in  the  rule  of  Disciphne  on  the 
subject  of  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 


W.  H.  Himter  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

Depository  and       A.  Phelps  presented  three  memorials  on  the  subject  of  a 

paper  at  Chica-  g^^^  Depository  and  Church  Paper  at  Chicago.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Boundaries.  J.  M,  Snyder  presented  a  paper  from  North  Danby  sta- 

tion, on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Refen^ed  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boimdaries. 

Lay  delegation.  L.  Sperr}'  presented  a  paper  from  York  Mills  station, 
Oneida  Conference,  on  lay  delegation.  Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  that  subject. 

Boundaries.  H.  W,  Reed  presented  a  paper  from  Fort  Desmoines  dis- 

trict, on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

Pewed  and  free      J.  Dennis  presented  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  pewed  and 

seats.  £j.gg  seats,  from  East  Genesee  Conference.     Referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  a  paper  on  the  subject  of  slavery.    Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Northern  Chris-      W.  Hosmer  presented  a  financial  report  of  the  Northern 
tian  Advocate.  Christian  Advocate.     Referred  to  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern, 

L.  Taylor.  G.  M.  Beswith  presented  a  paper  from  Rev.  L.  Taylor, 

North  Indiana,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries, 

Price  of  Books.  T,  Carlton  presented  a  paper  from  Genesee  district,  on 
the  subject  of  reducing  the  price  of  our  books.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Book  Concern. 

Lay  Delegation.      J.  F.  Wright  presented  the  petition  of  E.  H,  Field  on  the 
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subject  of  lay  delegation.     RefeiTcd  to  the  Committee  on       Mayis. 
Lay  Delegation, 

Also,  from  same,  on  alterations  in  the  Discipline.  Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

M.  Marley  presented  the  petition  of  W.  S.  Morrow,  ask-  Change  of  Diaci- 
ing  for  some  alterations  in  the  DiscipUne.     Referred  to  the  ^  "'''■ 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Geo.  W.  Harris,  on  the  support  of  Bingio preachers, 
single  prcaclici-s.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Z.  Connell  presented  a  memorial  from  Sucking  Springs,  Boundaries. 
on  boundaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  paper  from  Bloomington,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Corrington  presented  a  resolution  of  the  Illinois  CJ^ange  in  Disci- 
Conference,  asking  some  alterations  in  the  Discipline.     Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Rensals. 

J.  A.  Gere  presented  a  paper  on  lay  delegation.     Re-  Lay  Delegation. 
feiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  paper  from  Philadelphia,  asking  invitation  from 
the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  in  that  city,  ^^•i^"'?'*'''- 
Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

J.  S.  Porter  presented  a  paper  from  St.  George's  charge.  Change  in  Disci- 
Philadelphia,  asking   for  some  changes  in  the  Discipline.  ^^°°' 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  Roxbury,  on  Slavery. 
slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

G.  Peck  returned  some  papers  relating  to  Presiding  El-  Presiding  Elder. 
dership.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Order  of  the  day  suspended  to  receive  resolutions,  &c. 

J.  H.  Power  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  the  ap-  Circuitstewards: 
pointment  of   stewards.     Refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  some  Change  in  Disd- 
alterations  in  the  Discipline.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^  "^^" 
Revisals. 

J.  A.  Collins  presented  a  resolution  relating  to  a  consti-  Constitutional 
tutional  test,  &c.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Court  of 
Appeals. 

T.  J.  Thompson  presented  a  resolution  requesting  the  Com-  Housea  of  Wor- 
mittee  on  Revisals  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  altering  ^^'p- 
the  Disciphne,  11th  Sect.,  9th  paragraph,  page  51,  to  make  it 
the  duty  of  preachers  to  report  the  number  of  houses  of 
worship,  (fee.    Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

G.  Peck  and  P.  Rice  presented  the  following  resolution : —  owtuary  of  Bish- 
"  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are,  respect-  ""^  ^^'*'°^- 
fully  requested  to  prepare  an  obituary  notice  of  om"  late 
loved  and  lamented  senior  Superintendent,  for  insertion  in 
the  minutes."     Carried. 

B.  S.  Hill  presented  a  resolution,  instructing  the  Commit- 
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May  15.       tee  On  Revisals  to  consider  the  propriety  of  certain  altera- 
Presiding Elders,  tions  in  the  Discipline,  touching  presiding  elders.     Refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 
Change  of  Disci-      C.  Brooks  presented  a  resolution,  instructing  the  Com- 
pline, mittee  on  Revisals  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  amending 
the  Discipline  in  several  points.    Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Re\'isals. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lengthen  the  session,  but  did  not 
obtain. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  P.  Rice. 

MONDAY,  MAY  17. 

May  17.  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  by  H.  W.  Reed,  the 
jouiTial  was  read. 
Amending  Jour-      M.  Raymond  moved  to  amend  the  jouraal,  by  striking  out 
^^-  the  words,  "  the  passage  of  his  charapter  and  all,  and  there 

the  matter  ended." 

C.  B.  Tippett  moved  to  lay  the  proposed  amendment  upon 
the  table.     Lost. 
Answers  to  invi-      The  consideration  of  the  journal  was  suspended  for  a 
tations.  while,  for  the  presentation  of  the  report  of  the  committee 

appointed  to  respond  to  the  mvitations  of  the  Mayor  of 
Boston  and  others,  to  an  excursion  in  the  harbour,  and  also 
to  an  address  by  Mr.  Webstei-,  in  Faneuil  Hall,  and  to  \-isit 
certain  institutions  of  the  city. 

The  reported  answers,  accepting  the  said  invitations,  were 

read  and  adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  ordered  to  be 

forwarded  accordingly.     After  which,  the  consideration  of 

the  journal  of  Saturday's  session  was  resumed. 

Amendment  of      G.  F.  Brown  moved  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the 

Journal.  preceding  motion  of  M.  Raymond  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  all  the  journal  subsequent  to  the  final 
vote  of  the  Conference,  touching  the  case  of  J.  S.  Inskip, 
be  stricken  out."  After  some  discussion  the  substitute  was 
withdrawn. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration 
of  the  journal  till  after  the  appeal  case  of  Isaac  N.  M'Abee 
shall  be  disposed  of.     Laid  on  the  table. 

M.  Crow  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking  out 
all  after  the  words,  "  out  of  order,"  in  the  record  of  the  de- 
cision of  the  chau-  on  the  resolution  proposed  on  Saturday, 
by  M.  Raymond.     The  motion  prevailed. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
The  journal,  as  amended,  was  then  approved. 
H.  Mattison  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  business,  for 
the  purpose  of  submitting  a  resolution  securing  the  con-ect- 
ness  of  the  journal  for  the  future.     Lost. 
I.  N.  M'Abee.         The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  namely. 
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the  appeal  case  of   I.  N.  M'Abee,  of  Pittsbui-gh  Confer-       siayu. 
ence. 

C.  Adams  moved  that  all  clergymen  present  be  ex-  Clergymen  Pnv- 
cused  from  retiring  from  the  Conference-room  during  the     ^^^  ' 
consideration  of  the  pending  case. 

The  sexton  was,  on  motion,  requested  to  act  as  door-keeper  Door-Keeper. 
during  the  exammation  of  the  special  order. 

TIk'  journal  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  in  the  case  of  i-  N.  M'Abee. 
I.  N.  M'Abee  was  read,  including  the  charges,  specifications, 
and  tindings  by  the  Conference.     After  which,  it  was  order- 
ed to  entertain  the  appeal. 

H.  J.  Clarke  submitted  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Whereas  Rev.  I.  N.  M'Abee  alleges,  That  since  the  de- 
cision of  the  Pittsburgli  Annual  Conference,  at  its  session  in 
June,  1850,  whereby  he  was  expelled  from  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Cliurch,  new  testimony  has  appeared,  important 
to  his  defence  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General  Con- 
ference assembled.  That  the  case  of  Rev.  I.  N.  M'Abee  be, 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  referred  back  to  said  Pittsburgh 
Annual  Conference,  for  a  new  trial. 

"  H.  J.  Clarke, 
"  S.  Wakefield, 
"John  H.  Power." 

N.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Pittsburgh  delegation  be  in- 
structed to  write  to  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district  in 
which  I.  N.  M'Abee  resides,  informing  him  of  the  action  of 
this  General  Conference  on  his  case. 

On  motion  of  I.  Winner,  the  motion  of  N.  Wilson  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  take  up  the  Appeal  of  I.  M. 
appeal  case  of  Isaac  M.  Stagg,  of  North  Indiana  Conference.     ^^^^' 

Tlie  jouiTial  of  North  Indiana  Conference,  in  the  case  of 
Isaac  M.  Stagg  was  read,  including  the  charge,  specifica- 
tions, and  findings  of  the  Conference.  After  which,  the 
appeal  was,  on  motion,  entertained. 

J.  L.  Smith  appeared  as  the  representative  of  I.  M. 
Stagff,  and  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal. 

The  testimony  for  the  prosecution  was  then  read,  and 
brotlier  Smith  proceeded  with  his  remarks  in  behalf  of  the 
appellant. 

J.  Marsee  followed  in  behalf  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference. Pending  his  remarks,  it  was  moved  to  prolong  the 
session  to  finish  the  case.  Carried.  This  motion  was  re- 
considered. 

H.  Slicer  moved  that  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  this 
afternoon,  at  3  o'clock.     Lost. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  C.  Hobart. 
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May  18. 


TUESDAY,  MAY  18. 


Appeal  of  I. 
Ktagg. 


Appeal  of  G.Tay 
lor. 


Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

The  Conference  met  at  8  o'clock.  The  journal  was  read, 
coiTected,  and  approved. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  take  up  the  appeal  case  of  I.  M. 
Stagg. 

J.  Marsee  finished  his  address  to  the  conference,  and 
when  he  closed, 

J.  L.  Smith,  for  the  appellant,  closed  the  pleadings. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  Resolved,  by  the  delegates 
of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in  General  Conference 
assembled.  That  the  decision  of  the  North  Indiana  Confer- 
ence, in  the  case  of  I.  M.  Stagg,  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby, 
reversed. 

S.  Comfort  offered  a  substitute  for  the  above,  viz. : — That 
the  case  of  I.  M.  Stagg  be  sent  back  for  readjudication. 

On  motion  of  H.  M.  Shaffer,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  offered  by  J,  A.  Collins  was  then  adopted, 
thus  reversing  the  decision  of  the  North  Indiana  Conference 
in  the  case  of  I.  M.  Stagg. 

On  motion  of  E.  H.  Pitcher,  the  Conference  took  up  the 
appeal  of  G,  Taylor,  who  appeals  from  the  action  of  the 
Michigan  Annual  Conference,  by  which  he  was  convicted 
of  maladministration,  and  a  penalty  imposed  upon  him. 

N.  Wilson  moved  that  the  Conference  do  not  entertain 
the  appeal. 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  stiike  out  the  word  "not"  before 
the  word  "  entertain." 

H.  Kinsley  moved  that  the  amendment  be  laid  on  the 
table.     Lost. 

The  amendment  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not"  prevailed. 

The  appeal  of  G.  Taylor  was  entertained. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  stated  the  ground  of  appeal, 

J.  S.  Porter  offered  the  following  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  General  Conference, 
that  the  testimony  on  file,  which  was  read  in  and  admitted 
by  the  conference,  and  duly  referred  to  on  the  journal  of 
the  Michigan  Conference,  be  proper  testimony  to  be  read  in 
this  case.     Adopted. 

The  minutes  containing  the  testimony  were  then  read, 
after  which  E.  H.  Pilcher,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  ad- 
dressed the  Conference. 

W.  H.  Collins  then  responded  in  behalf  of  the  Michigan 
Conference.  Brother  ColUns  gave  way  for  a  motion  to  ad- 
journ. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  Conference  adjourned. 
Prayer  by  E.  Thomas. 
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May  19. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  19. 

Bishop  Morris  in  tlie  cliair. 

After  reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  N. 

D.  George,  the  journal  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  appeal  case  of  Gr.  Tay-  Appeal  of  G  Tay- 
lor was  taken  up,  and  W.  H.  Collins  resumed  and  finished  his 
remarks  in  behalf  of  the  Michigan  Conference,  after  which 

E.  11.  Pilfher  closed  for  the  appellant,  when  B.  Holmes 
submitted  the  following  resolution  : — 

Ursoh'cd,  That  the  decision  of  the  Michigan  Conference, 
from  wliich  George  Taylor  appeals  to  this  body,  be,  and 
hereby  is,  affirmed. 

Brother  Tichnell  moved  to  amend,  by  inserting  the  word 
"  not."  On  motion  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  resolution  to  affirm  was  then  adopted. 

The  regular  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  a  resolution  of  thanks  was  Thanks  to   the 
ordert'd  to  the  city  authorities  of  Boston,  for  the  invitation  of  Boston""''^' 
tendt.'rod  by  them  to  the  General  Conference  to  an  excur- 
sion am<jng  the  islands  of  the  harbour. 

J.  A.  Collins  then  introduced  the  following  preamble  and 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : — 

"  Wliereas  His  Honour,  the  Mayor  of  Boston,  in  behalf 
of  the  city  authorities,  invited  the  members  of  this  General 
Conference  to  an  excursion  among  the  islands  in  the  harbour 
of  Boston,  and  the  iuA-itation  was  accepted  by  a  unanimous 
vote  of  the  Conference ;  and  whereas  said  excursion  oc- 
curred on  the  afternoon  of  Tuesday,  May  18, 1852,  in  which 
the  Mayor  and  city  authorities,  nearly  all  of  the  members 
of  tlie  General  Conference,  clergymen  of  different  denom- 
inations, and  citizens  of  Boston,  participated,  and  was  an 
occasion  of  great  interest  and  enjoyment ;  and  whereas 
the  meinbers  of  the  General  Confei'ence  are  deeply  impress- 
ed with  the  kindness  and  attention  of  the  Mayor  and  city 
authorities,  and  are  desirous  of  expressing  their  apprecia- 
tion of  the  same  ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  thanks 
of  the  members  of  this  body  are  due,  and  are  hereby  given, 
to  the  Mayor  and  city  authorities  of  Boston,  for  the  signal 
and  refined  hospitality  manifested  towards  them  by  the  ex- 
cursion among  the  islands  in  the  harbour  of  Boston  ; — that 
the  whole-hearted  welcome  extended  to  the  Conference  by 
His  Honour  the  Mayor,  the  social  enjoyment,  the  Christian, 
liberal,  and  patriotic  sentiments  uttered  on  the  occasion  of 
this  mark  of  public  favour,  entitle  it,  and  the  authors  and 
originators  of  the  excursion,  to  a  finn  hold  upon  our  fond- 
est recollections,  and  we  wUl  cherish  it  and  them  in  pleas- 
Q 
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May  19.       ing  remembrance,  and  pray  that  the  choicest  blessings  of 
Almighty  God  may  rest  upon  them  and  the  citizens  of  Boston. 

"  itesolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and 
resolution  be  sent  to  the  Ma3'or  of  Boston,  accompanied 
with  the  respectful  request  that  they  be  communicated  to 
the  city  authorities. 

"John  A.  Collixs. 
"M.  Simpson." 
Report  on  itiner-      A  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  which  had 
ancy  taken  up.  ^jgen  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  read. 

After  some  discussion,  H.  Sheer  submitted  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy : — 
Secret  Societies.  "  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  it  is  not 
competent  for  an  Annual  Conference  to  pass  restrictions 
controUing  the  action  of  the  members  of  conference,  in 
relation  to  secret  societies  or  other  organizations,  unless  such 
organizations  are  known  to  be  contrary  to  the  Discipline  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.     Therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference in  the  cases  referred  to,  be,  and  they  are  hereby, 
annulled." 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

J.  P.  Durbm  moved  to  amend  the  report  of  the  commit- 
tee, by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  "exceptionable,"  to  the 
word  "  disregarded,"  inclusive. 

The  proposed  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  report,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  We  regard  this  finding  as  exceptionable.  We  there- 
fore offer  the  following  for  adoption  by  this  General  Con- 
ference : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference 
in  1848,  in  finding  guilty  of  imprudence  several  of  its 
members,  for  disregarding  its  adA'ice,  given  in  1845,  was 
imauthorized  by  the  Discipline." 
Eeport  on  Mia-      On  motion  of  J.  P.  Dm'bin,  a  report,  in  part,  of  the  Com- 
mons taken  up.  jj^ttee  on  Missions  was  taken  up  and  read. 

It  was  moved  that  the  first  resolution  be  adopted,  as  fol- 
lows : — 
Episcopal  Func-      Resolvcd,  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ex- 
Mons  in       e-  gy^jg^  q£  Episcopal  functions  in  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual 
Conference. 

After  some  discussion,  L.  Hitchcock  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing, as  a  substitute  for  the  first  resolution : — 

Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ex- 
ercise of  the  powers  of  Ordmation  in  the  Liberia  Annual 
Conference. 
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The  substitute  was  laid  upon  the  table.  May  19. 

After  further  discussion  the  report  was  recommitted. 

J.  Holdich  then  submitted  the  following,  which  was  vinan- 
imously  adopted,  by  a  rising  vote  : — 

"  Wliereas  it  has  pleased  Almighty  God  to  remove  by  Dr.  oiin, 
death  the  Rev.  Stephen  Olin,  D.  D.,  LL.  D.,  late  President 
of  the  Wesleyan  University,  who  was  a  member  elect  of 
this  General  Conference,  from  the  New- York  East  Confer- 
ence ;  therefore, 

"  Resolved,  That  while  we  desire  to  bow  with  humble  sub- 
mission to  this  dispensation  of  the  divine  hand,  we  unfe^n- 
edly  mourn  the  departure  of  one  who,  by  his  soundness  of 
faith,  purity  of  life,  comprehensiveness  of  intellect,  and 
extensive  learning,  was  so  well  qualified  to  be  a  light  and  a 
guide  in  our  Israel ;  but  while  we  regret  that  we  cannot 
enjoy  the  benefit  of  his  counsel  in  this  General  Conference, 
and  that  the  Church  militant  is  deprived  of  his  eminently 
useful  labours,  we  rejoice  in  the  satisfactory  assurance  that 
he  has  left  the  Church  on  earth  to  be  united  in  the  Church 
in  heaven,  and  that  in  life  and  death  he  had  made  manifest 
the  power  and  excellency  of  redeeming  grace. 

"J.  Holdich. 
"  S._Landon." 

Bishop  Waugh  submitted   a  communication  from  the  Communication 
Board  of  Bishops,  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of    ^^^  ^^^  ^*'^- 
probationers  to  institutions  of  learning,  which  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 

S.  Comfort  presented  a  petition  from  Waltham,  praying  s.  s.  Advocate. 
for  a  change  in  the  form  of  the  Sunday  School  Advocate, 
so  as  to  admit  of  its  being  separated  into  four  parts,  and 
distributed  weekly.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sab- 
bath Schools  and  Tracts. 

T.  Barkdull  presented  a  petition  from  Wadsworth  and  i-ay  Delegation. 
Sharon  circuit,  Wooster  district.  North  Ohio  Conference, 
on  the  subject  of  lay  delegation,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  that  subject. 

G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  communication  from  J.  W.  Boundaries. 
Jameson,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

G.  W.  Walker  presented  a  communication  from  W.  Mor- 
row, to  himself,  on  the  subject  of  boundaries.  Referred  as 
above. 

A.  E.  Phelps  presented  a  petition  from  an  association  of  Slavery. 
ministers  in  Pottsdam  district,  on  the  subject  of  slavery. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

A.  E.  Phelps  also  presented  a  petition  from  the  same 
association,  on  the  distribution  and  the  price  of  our  books. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

J.  Havens  presented  petitions  from  Indianapolis  district,  Boundaries. 
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May  19.       on  the  subject  of  boundaries.     Referred  to  tbe  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 

Adjourned.    Prayer  by  R.  0.  Spencer. 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAY  20. 

May  20.  Bisliop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  J.  A.  Gere,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford, 
Call  for  petitions      Resolved,  That,  after  the  present  week,  the  rule  requiring 
dispcMed  wUh^  the  call  for  petitions  and  memorials  be  dispensed  with. 

Carried. 
Keport  of  Com-     The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  re- 
Pens'el  ""^  ^^'  po^'ted  as  follows  :— 

"That  they  have  so  far  progressed  with  the  business 
assigned  them  as  to  ascertain  that  there  will  be  a  deficiency 
of  over  two  thousand  dollars.  They  submit  to  the  General 
Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  : — 

"Resolved,  That  a  draft  be  ordered  on  the  Book  Agents 
in  New- York  for  an  amount  sufficient  to  cover  the  de- 
ficiency. 

"  Resolved,  That  in  those  circuits  and  stations  where  col- 
lections have  not  been  taken  up  to  meet  those  expenses, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  the  Discipline,  we  will,  on  om- 
return,  make  an  efi'ort  to  have  such  collection  taken,  and 
the  money  so  raised  shall  be  forwarded  to  the  Agents  as 
an  indemnity  for  the  above  draft. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  authorized  to  pay  the 
Assistant  Secretary,  Rev.  B.  GrifFen,  the  amount  of  his 
travelling  expenses. 

"Resolved,  That  the  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Ex- 
penses of  the  Delegates  be   authorized  to  draw  for  the 
amount  of  deficiency  on  the  Agents  at  New- York." 
The  above  resolutions  were  adopted. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 
On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock, 
T.  E.  Bond  and       Resolved,  That  the  Rev.  T.  E.  Bond  and  the  Rev.  Geo. 
G.  Coles.  Coles  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar. 

L.  M.  Lee.  On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  Conference  took  up  the 

resolution  respecting  the  request  of  the  Rev.  L,  M.  Lee, 
touching  a  copy  of  the  journals  of  the  General  Conference, 
and  is  as  follows: — {See  journal  of  May  12,  p.  46.) 

J.  A.  Collins  oflFered  the  following  as  a  substitute  for  the 

above : — 

Publication   of      Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 

erlaconf™e!  ^^^7  hereby  are,  directed  to  publish  the  joiu-nals  of  the 

General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

from  1800  to  1836  inclusive. 

H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  adding. 
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"except  in  so  far  as  the  journal  involves  personal  char-       May  20. 
acter." 

This  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  substitute 
offered  by  J.  A.  Collins  was  adopted. 

The  oi-der  of  the  day  was  suspended  to  receive  a  com-  American  &  For- 
munication  from  a  committee  of  the  American  and  Foreign  ^|'}  Christian 
Christian  Union,  viz.,  Dr.  Baird,  Dr.  Fairchild,  Dr.  Kennedy, 
Rev.  Mr.  Kirk — each  of  whom  addressed  the  Conference. 

Dr.  Fairchild  read  to  the  Conference  a  memorial  from 
the  aforesaid  association,  after  which  the  following  resolu- 
tion was  adopted : — 

jResolved,  That  the  memorial  in  favour  of  the  American 
and  Foreign  Christian  Union,  just  read,  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  five,  who  shall  be  instructed  to  report 
to  this  body  suitable  action  in  relation  to  it. 

The  chair  anounced  the  following  as  said  committee : — 
G.  Peck,  J.  P.  Durbin,  G.  Webber,  W.  Nast,  J.  Da\as. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  resumed. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  report  further  as 
folloAvs : — 

"  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  Report  on  Book 
referred  the  communication  signed  by  brothers  Owen,  Tay-    °^^^^^- 
lor,  Corwin,  Simonds,  Briggs,  Bannister,  Maclay,  and  Dry- 
den,  in  relation  to  the  state  of  the  work  in  California,  and, 
among  other  things,  petitioning  the  General  Conference  to 
establish  a  book  depository  and  a  weekly  paper  in  the  city  of  ^p^i'peM^c^^ 
San  Francisco,  in  that  State,  have  had  the  same  under  con-  fomia. 
sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference  the  following  resolutions  : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  Depository  in 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Book  Depository  co  ordered?'^' 
in  San  Francisco,  California,  with  all  reasonable  despatch, 
and  with  such  an  amount  of  stock  as  they  may  judge  the 
interests  of  the  work  require." 

J.  F.  Wright  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  adding, 
"  and  the  safety  of  the  Book  Concern  will  warrant." 

Amendment  withdrawn,  and  the  resolution  was  then 
adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  a  weekly  paper,  to  be  denominated  the  Newspaper   in 
Califoraia  Christian  Advocate,  be  established  in  San  Fran-  ^^"^  Francisco. 
Cisco,  under  the  patronage  and  control  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  that  the  Conference  accept  the  paper  of  that 
name  now  pubhshed  in  San  Francisco  as  the  nucleus  of  the 
enterprise." 

A  division  of  the  resolution  was  ordered,  and,  on  motion, 
the  first  part  was  adopted,  viz.,  to  establish  a  paper  in  San 
Francisco. 

H.  Sheer  proposed  to  amend  the  second  part  by  adding, 
"  provided  the  habilities  of  said  paper  do  not  exceed  §2000." 
This  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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May  20.  W.  H.  Hunter  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  provided 

their  liabilities  do  not  exceed  81500."     This  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

B.  S.  Hall  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  provided  their 
liabihties  do  not  exceed  $3000."  This  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  second  part,  viz.,  "  and  that  the  Conference  accept 
the  paper  of  that  name  now  published  in  San  Francisco,  as 
the  nucleus  of  the  enterprise,"  was  adopted. 
Building  in  San  "  jResolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 
Francisco.  ^j^^^.  };jgj.g]3y  ^j-g^  directed  to  inquire,  without  avoidable  de- 
lay, into  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  purchasing  a  lot 
in  San  Francisco,  and  erecting  thereon  a  substantial  build- 
ing for  the  accommodation  of  the  depository  and  paper; 
and  if,  in  their  judgment,  the  interests  of  the  Church  m  that 
quarter  of  our  work  require  it,  they  are  hereby  authorized 
to  make  such  purchase  and  erect  such  buildings." 

Carried. 
Depository  and       "  Resolvcd,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and 
Chicago^^'^  **  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Book  Depository, 

and  weekly  paper,  to  be  denominated ,  at  Chicago, 

Illinois. 

By  vote,  the  session  was  prolonged. 

A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  "  New- York,"  and  in- 
sert "  Cincinnati,"  pending  which  it  was  moved  to  lay  the 
subject  on  the  table,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  day  for 
to-mon-ow  morning,  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the 
journal.     Lost. 

It  was  moved,  that  we  now  adjourn.     Lost. 
'         D.  P.  Kidder  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cin- 
cinnati be,  and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a 
Book  Depository  at  Chicago,  Illinois — by  mutual  arrange- 
ment, each  Agency  furnishing  the  books  it  severally  pub- 
lishes, &c. 

Withdrawn. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  "  New- York,"  and  insert  "  Cin- 
cinnati," in  the  fourth  resolution,  prevailed,  and  the  reso- 
lution thus  amended  was  adopted. 

Conference  adjomned.     Prayer  by  W.  H.  Goode. 

FEIDAY  MOENING,  MAY  2L 

May  21.  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chau". 

After  the  usual  rehgious  exercises,  led  by  J.  Havens,  the 
journal  of  the  preceding  session  was  read,  amended,  and 
approved. 

B.  N.  Brown  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day, 
that  he  might  introduce  a  resolution.     Lost. 
Eevisai  Eeport.       The  Committee  on  Rensals  submitted  their  Report  No.  1 
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and  No.  2,  which  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be      May  21. 

printed. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  reported,  in  part,  as  follows,  Report  of  Com- 
which  was  adopted:—     ^    _  S.' °"  ""'" 

"The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  coiom-ed preach- 
petition  of  the  coloured  brethren  from  Philadelphia,  askinor  ers  in  PWiadei- 
that  the  pastors  withm  the  rhiladelphia  and  New- Jersey  Jersey  Confer- 
Conferences  may  be   formed  into   an  Annual  Conference,  ®°*^®'' 
under  the  supervision  of  the  Bishops  and  of  the  Presiding 
Elders  of  said  Conferences,  within  whose  bounds  then-  (the 
coloured  pastors')  work  may  lie,  beg  leave  to  report — 

"That  the  Committee  have  given  due  consideration  to 
the  said  petition,  and  have  heard  the  bearers  of  it  in  per- 
son, and  have  obtained  all  information  within  their  reach, 
and  have  come  to  the  following  conclusions : — 

"  1st.  That  it  is  very  desirable  that  the  coloured  pastors, 
mentioned  in  the  petition  aforesaid,  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity to  meet  together  once  a  year,  in  the  presence  or  un- 
der the  super-vision  of  the  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  in  order  to 
confer  together  with  respect  to  the  best  means  of  promoting 
their  work,  and  to  receive  the  assignment  of  their  work 
from  the  Bishop,  to  the  chiirches  usually  left  in  the  min- 
utes '  to  be  supplied.* 

"  2d.  That  in  this  meeting  it  is  desirable  that  the  Pre- 
siding Elders,  in  whose  bounds  the  coloured  churches  and 
congregations  lie,  should  be  present  to  assist  the  Bishop  in 
assigning  the  work. 

"3d.  Provided,  upon  due  inquiry  by  the  Bishops,  they 
shall  find  a  sufficient  number  of  coloured  preachers,  of  suf- 
ficient qualifications  to  justify  an  annual  meeting. 

"  Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  the  Committee 
have  agreed  on  the  following  resolution,  which  is  reported 
for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference  : — 

"  Resolved,  Tliat  we  advise  that  the  coloured  local  preach- 
ers now  employed,  or  who  may  be  employed,  within  the 
bounds  of  the  Philadelphia  and  New-Jersey  Annual  Con- 
ferences, be  assembled  together  once  in  each  year,  by  the 
Bishop  or  Bishops  who  may  preside  in  said  Conference,  for 
the  purpose  of  conferring  with  said  coloured  local  preach- 
ers with  respect  to  the  best  means  for  promoting  their  work, 
and  also  for  the  purpose  of  assigning  them  their  work  re- 
spectively; and  that  the  Presiding  Elders,  within  whose 
bounds  and  under  whose  care  the  coloured  churches  and 
congregations  are,  be  present,  and  aid  the  Bishop  or  Bishops 
in  said  annual  meeting  of  coloured  local  preachers :  pro- 
vided, that  upon  due  inquiry  the  said  Bishop  or  Bishops 
shall  find  such  annual  meeting  aforesaid  to  be  practicable 
and  expedient." 

The  same  Committee  reported  further,  which  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present : — 

5 
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May  21.  "  The  Missionary  Committee,  to  which  was  referred  the 

Separate  Foreign  resolutions  of  the  Providence  Conference,  ad^nsing  the  or- 
Board"'^'^  ganization  of  a  separate  missionary  department  or  society 
for  the  support  of  foreign  missions,  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration ;  and  after  careful  and  free  discussion  m 
Committee,  have  come  to  the  conclusion  embodied  in  the 
followmg  resolution,  which  is  reported  for  adoption  by  the 
General  Conference : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expedient  to  organize  a  separate 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  at  present ;  but  in  the  progi-ess 
of  the  work,  the  time  may  come  that  the  missionary  collec- 
tions should  be  taken  separately  for  foreign  and  domestic 
missions,  and  be  separately  administered." 

The  same  Committee  further  reported  in  relation  to  pro- 
\'iding  the  due  exercise  of  Episcopal  functions  in  Liberia. 
Laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 
Keport  of  Book      On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  the  report  of  the  Book  Com- 
Sen'up?^        mittee,  yesterday  laid  upon  the  table,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  second  resolution  of  said  report  was  read,  and  it  lay  on 
the  table  under  the  rule. 
Report  of  Com-      The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  reported — 
Secodo^'      1st.  In  relation  to  the  alteration  of  the  deeds  of  settle- 
ment. 

2d.  On  the  election  of  stewards. 
3d.  On  the  support  of  preachers  and  their  families. 
4th.  A  minority  report  on  the  same  subject. 
5th.  A  report  on  raising  supphes  for  effective  preachers. 
All  of  which  were  laid  on  the  table  imder  the  rule,  and 
all  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Report  of  Com-      The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  on  the  office  and 
CTancy.°°    "^' work  of  Presiding  Elders,  setting  forth  that   it  is  inex- 
pedient to  make  any  change.     The  report  was  laid  on  the 
table, 
w.  Herr.  The  same  Committee  reported  further  on  the  memorial 

of  W.  Herr,  recommending  that  the  prayer  of  the  memo- 
rialist be  not  granted.     The  report  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  taken  up. 
The  first  resolution  was  adopted,  and  is  as  follows : — 
Episcopal  fane-       "  Resolved,  That  measm-es  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  ex- 
tionsinLibena.  g^.^^jgg  q£  Episcopal  functions  in  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual 
Conference." 

The  second  resolution  was  read. 
J.  A.  Colhns  submitted  a  substitute  for  the  resolution. 
I  H.  Bangs  moved  to  amend  the  substitute  by  stiiking  out 

'  all  after  the  word  "Conference,"  and  the  amendment  was 

accepted  by  the  mover,  and,  as  amended,  is  as  follows : — 

Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  to 
the  Bishops  that  they  make  such  an-angements  as  that  one 
of  their  number  shall  visit  Liberia  once  or  oftener  during 
the  ensuing  four  years,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852.  67 

Moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  this  after-       May  21. 
noon  at  3  o'clock.     Carried. 
Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  N.  Wilson. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chau-. 

Conference  convened  at  3  o'clock,  and  was  opened  by 
reading  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer  by  J.  Chandler. 

The  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  was  taken  Report  of  com- 
up,  and  the  foUomng  resolution  of  the  report  was  read  : —    ™pacy  Taten*" 

"  The  Committee  have  also  had  under  consideration  that  up. 
part  of  the  Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  strengthening 
the  Episcopacy,  and  recommend  the  following  resolution  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  will,  at  this  session  of  the  General  Three  additional 
Conference,  elect  three  additional  Bishops."  mended. '"^°°°" 

The  resolution  was  amended  by  substituting  the  word  Amended  to  four. 
"fom*,"  for  the  word  "three." 

Tlie  resolution  as  amended  was  then  adopted. 

H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Bishops  be  the  order  of  Time  of  election 
the  day  for  next  Tuesday,  at  9  o'clock,  A.  M.  of  Bishops. 

The  Conference  took  up  the  busmess  pending  at  the  time 
of  adjom-nment  this  morning. 

C.  K.  True  submitted  an  amendment  to  the  resolution  Change  of  third 
under  discussion  this  morning,  so  as  to  read  as  follows : —     proposed.^  '"^° 

"Resolved,  That  immediate  steps  be  taken  to  secure  a  '  ;  K 

change  of  the  tliird  restrictive  rule,  so  as  to  make  it  read  as  ^^, 

follows : — 

"  3d.  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part  or  rule  of 
our  government  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  destroy 
the  plan  of  om-  Itinerant  General  Supeiintendency :  provi- 
ded, that  the  General  Conference  shall  have  authority  to 
elect  a  Superintendent  of  our  Missions  in  foreign  countries, 
with  Episcopal  power,  who  may  not  be  a  member  of  the 
Board  of  General  Superintendents ;  and  provided  also,  that 
this  restriction  shall  not  be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the 
General  Conference  from  electing  a  Bishop  or  Bishops  to  be 
exclusively  devoted  to  o\ir  missions  m  foreign  countries 
respectively,  as  the  General  Conference  may  direct. 

"P.  P.  Sandford, 
"A.  M.  OsBON. 

"  But  should  the  Annual  Conferences  refuse  to  concur 
with  the  General  Conference  in  making  the  foregoing  altera- 
tion of  the  restrictive  i-ule,  then 

"  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  recommend  to 
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May  21.  the  Bishops  that  they  make  such  arrangements  as  that  one 
Episcopal  func-  of  their  number  shall  A-isit  Liberia  once  or  oftener  during 
tions in  Liberia,  ^j^^  coming  four  years,  as  they  shall  judge  necessary." 

On  motion,  the  amendment  of  C.  K.  True  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute, 
brother  H.  Kinsley  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  once,"  and  insert  the  word  "  twice." 

The  proposed  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
The  substitute  was  then  adopted. 

It  was  ordered  to  take  up  the  amendment  submitted  by 
C.  K.  True  and  laid  on  the  table. 

The  question  being  on  its  adoption,  the  yeas  and  nays 
were  ordered. 

On  motion  of  J.  Porter,  the  resolution  was  referred  to  a 
committee  of  three. 

The  chair  appointed  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  M'Clintock,  and  M. 
Raymond,  said  committee. 

The  remainder  of  this  report  was  referred  to  this  com- 
mittee. 
Boundaries.  Z.  Phillips  presented  a  petition  from  Rochester,  N.  Y., 

on  the  subject  of  boimdaries.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Boundaries. 
G.Coles.  H.  Bangs  presented  a  communication  from  0.  Coles, 

which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
PittsburghChris-  H.  J.  Clarke  presented  the  report  of  the  Publishing 
tian  Advocate.  Qoj^j^ittee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 
read,  and' referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
Fond  duLacdis-  W.  H.  Sampson  presented  a  memorial  from  Fond  du  Lac 
tnct.  district.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Slavery.  C.  Kjngsley  presented  a  memorial  from  Parkman  circuit, 

on  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Lay  delegation.       J.  H.  Whallon  presented  a  communication  from  Quarterly 

Conference  of  Morgan  circuit,  on  lay  delegation. 
Slavery.  C.  Kingsley  presented  several  papers  on  the  subject  of 

slaveiy.     Refeired  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
White-Water  Fe-      S.  T.  Gillett  presented  statistics  of  White- Water  Female 
male  College.    College,  Indiana.     RefeiTed  to  Committee  on  Education. 
Genesee  College      M.  Crow  presented  catalogue  and  statistics  of  Genesee 
8eminS^'^^°  College  and  Genesee  Wesleyan  Seminary.     RefeiTed  to 

Committee  on  Education. 
Change  of  Disci-      Bishop  Janes  presented  a  memorial  of  sixteen  members 
Md  ap"eaJ^*^  of  the  church  in  Syracuse,  praying  for  an  alteration  of  the 
Discipline  in  relation  to  trials  and  appeals.    Refen-ed  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 
East  Genesee        J.  Dennis  presented  a  memorial  from  East  Genesee  Con- 
Conference.      ference,  asking  to  remove  some  matters  from  the  General 
Rules  to  another  section.     Refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on 
Revisals. 
Sunday  SchocOs.      L.  W.  Berry  presented  a  memorial  on  Sabbath  Schools 
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from  members  of  Ohio  and  Indiana  Conferences.     Referred       May  21. 
to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts. 

F.  Hodgson  presented  a  memorial  of  Mrs. Thomas,  Mrs.  Thomas. 

relating  to  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference  in  the 
case  of  her  husband.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
ei'ancy. 

J.  Cunningham  presented  a  memorial  from  Philadelphia,  Lay  delegation, 
praying  for  no  alteration  of  the  Discipline  so  as  to  admit 
of  lay  delegation,  unless  two-thirds  of  each  Annual  Confer- 
ence sliall  first  ask  for  such  change  in  our  economy ;  and 
further  praying  that  this  amendment  shall  have  the  force  of 
a  restrictive  rule.     Referred  to  the  Committee  oh  Revisals. 

M.  Raymond  presented  a  petition  from  members  of  the  Election  of  stew- 
M.  E.  Church,  for  change  m  the  Discipline  in  respect  to  the  ^^  "' 
election  of  stewards.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tem- 
poral Economy. 

Also,  a  petition  from  Columbus,  Ohio,  on  lay  delegation.  Lay  delegation. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  that  subject. 

J.  H.  Whallon  presented  a  petition  from  Cleveland,  Ohio,  Cleveland,  Ohio, 
asking  that  the  next  General  Conference  be  held  in  that  ii»^ita"o°- 
city.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Q.  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  Bethesda  and  Rapid  Boundaries. 
Forge,  on   boundaries.     Referred   to   the   Committee   on 
Boundaries. 

Also,  a  catalogue  of  Oakland  Female  Seminaiy,  Hills-  Oakland  Female 
borough,  Ohio.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education.     ®°^'"'""y- 

D.  Holmes  presented  a  petition  for  a  Book  Depository  at  Book  Depository 
Auburn,  N.  Y.  Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^'^"'''^'N-y. 
Concern. 

J.  Marsee  presented  a  memorial  from  Newtown  circuit.  Slavery  and  lay 
North  Indiana  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  slavery  and  ^®^®sation. 
lay  representatives.     So  much  as  refers  to  slavery  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  and  so  much  as  refers 
to  lay  delegation  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  that 
subject. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  F.  Chalfont,  J.  f.  Chaifont. 
proposing  alterations  and  additions  to  the  Discipline.     Re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Also,  from  S.  F.  Corny,  asking  for  a  Kentucky  Confer-  Kentucky  Con- 
ence.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  ference. 

Also,  a  memorial  from  Hatton  Simmons,  on  the  subject  Ministerial  sup- 
of  ministerial  allowance.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  p°'"'" 
Temporal  Economy. 

P.  Cartwright  presented  a  memorial  from  Pulaski,  on  the  Boundaries, 
subject  of  boundaries.      Referred  to  the  Committee   on 
Boundaries. 

J.  Porter  presented  two  resolutions  on  the  subject  of  in-  indebtedness  to 
debledness  to  the  Book  Concern.  Referred  to  the  Com-  Book  Concern, 
mittee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  G.  W.  Walker. 


Journal  of  General  Conference,  1852. 


Hay  22. 

SATUEDAY  MOENING,  MAY  22. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services  by  J.  Young,  the  jour- 
nal was  read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit  presented  a  report, 
which  was  adopted,  as  follows : — 

Report  of  Com-      "  The  Committee  on  the  Church  Suit,  to  whom  were  re- 
Church  sSt.  ^  ferred  the  reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and 
Cincinnati,  with  other  papers  relative  to  the  Chui-cli  prop- 
'     erty  suits,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  report,  that 

"  Whereas  the  final  decree  in  the  Chui'ch  Suit  at  New- 
York  is  not  yet  rendered,  and  as  the  suit  at  Cincinnati  is 
not  yet  tried ;  and, 

"  Whereas,  in  the  judgment  of  this  Committee,  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  cannot  at  present  take  any  enlightened  ac- 
tion respecting  the  course  which  it  may  be  proper  to  take 
under  contingencies  yet  to  arise, 

"  Therefore,  your  Committee  recommend  the  following 
resolutions  for  adoption  by  the  General  Conference : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  decision  of  the  question  of  appeal 
from  the  decision  of  Judge  Nelson,  and  the  settlement  of  the 
whole  business  at  New- York,  be  referred  to  a  commission 
of  five  persons,  including  the  Book  Agents  at  that  place ; 
and  that  the  case  in  Cincinnati,  in  like  manner,  be  refeiTed 
to  a  commission  of  five  persons,  including  the  Book  Agents 
at  that  place. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  additional  members  of  said  commis- 
sions be  appointed  by  this  Conference  by  ballot,  and  that 
each  commission  be,  and  hereby  is,  clothed  with  full  powers 
to  act. 

"  In  behalf  of  the  Committee, 

"John  Davis,  Chairman. 

"Boston,  May  21,  1852." 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 

N.  Bangs  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  ques- 
tion be  taken  without  further  debate  on  any  measure  pend- 
ing before  the  General  Conference ;  and  if  sustained  by  a 
vote  of  two-thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so  taken. 

S.  Comfort  proposed  to  amend,  by  striking  out  "two- 
thirds,"  and  inserting  "  three-fourths."  This  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

S.  Comfort  presented  a  resolution  touching  changes  in 
favom-  of  the  ser\ace  for  Episcopal  Ordination.  Referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy. 


Previo  is  Ques- 
tion. 


Episcopal  ordi- 
nation. 
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J.  Young  presented  the  following : — Resolved,  That  we       May  22. 
have  examined  with  niuoh  satisfaction  the  beautiful  portrait  Portrait  of  Eish- 
of  our  late  lamented  senior  Superintendent. 

Resoh'ed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
superintend,  and  cause  to  be  taken,  a  daguerreotype  for 
each  member  of  this  General  Conference,  or  as  many  as 
desire  it ;  and  that  by  a  collection  taken  in  the  Conference 
•we  will  meet  the  expenses  of  the  same. 

J.Da^is  presented  a  request,  that  the  next  session  of  the  Gen-  Petitions  forGen- 
eral  Conference  be  held  at  Washington  City.    Laid  on  table,  totowlf  next 

M.  Crow  presented  a  similar  request  from  Rochester,  session 
Laid  on  the  table. 

E.  H.  Pilcher  presented  a  request  from  Detroit,  on  the 
same  subject.     Laid  on  the  table. 

S.  P.  Keyes  presented  a  request  from  Chicago,  on  the 
same  subject.     Laid  on  the  table. 

B.  N.  Brown  offered  the  following: — Resolved,  That  Dr.  Histor,- Meth.  e. 
Thomas  E.  Bond,  sen.,  be,  and  hereby  is,  requested  to  pro-  T.^KBond,  sen! 
secute  to  completion  his  History  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.     Adopted. 

R.  Holmes  offered  a  resolution  touching  changes  in  the  change  of  Disci- 
Discipline.     Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^  '°'^' 

H.  Mattison  offered  the  following : — Resolved,  That  the  Rescinding    the 
resolution  of  the  General  Conference  of  1848,  which  re-  s"^™S     of 
quires  the  Secretaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences  to  record  Annual  Confer- 
all  adopted  reports  of  committees,  and  all  testimony  in  the 
trial  of  preachers,  upon  the  journal  of  Conference,  or  in  a 
separate  book,  instead  of  filing  documents  and  referring  to 
them,  be,  and  hereby  is,  rescinded.     Carried. 

J.  Marsee  offered  a  resolution  touching  alterations  in  the  Change  of  Disci- 
Discipline.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  ^ '°°" 

H.  N.  Seaver  presented  the  following : — Resolved,  That  Agents  instruct- 
the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  be  instructed  to  send  the  vocat'earid^Jom^- 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  gratuitously  to  all  widows  "^i  to  widows, 
of  deceased  travelling  preachers,  Avho  are  in  good  standing 
m  the  M.  E.  Chtirch,  applying  therefor,  and  to  such  super- 
annuated preachers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the  Annual 
Conference  of  which  they  are  members.     Adopted. 

B.  Holmes  presented  a  resolution  touching  some  change  Change  in  Disci- 
in  the  Discipline  relating  to  recei\ing  preachers  on  trial.  ^  "^^^ 
Referred  to  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  adopting  rules  Change  of  rules 
for  our  government.     Carried.  ^f'"GS4S 

C.  Hobart  proposed  the  following  amendment  to  Rule  7  th,  ference. 

that  a  substitute  may  not  be  amended  before  it  is  accepted  ^^J^g'^'^^'^'^''    *° 
by  a  vote  in  the  place  of  the  original  proposition  ;  but  when 
accepted  by  vote,  may  be  amended  as  an  original  propo- 
sition.    Agreed  to.     And  the  Rule  as  amended  was,  on 
motion,  adopted. 

M.  Crow  offered  a  resolution  that  the  Disciphne  be  so 
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May  22.       amended  as  to  authorize  the  Annual  Conferences  to  ex- 
amine candidates  for  admission  on  trial  in  the  travelling 
connexion.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
H.  Whitman  presented  the  following : — 
Amendment  of       Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  52,  sec.  11,  of  the 
iscip  ine.        duties  of  thpse  who  have  the  charge  of  circuits  or  stations, 
Ans.  9,  and  after  the  words  "properly  distinguished,"  be 
amended  by  inserting  the  following — "  also  the  number  of 
members  who  have  died  duiing  the  year."     Lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 

J.  Bear  offered  a  resolution  touching  some  changes  in 
the  rule  for  receiving  preachers  from  other  Churches.    Re- 
feiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
Baldwin  insti-       H.  Whitman  presented  the  catalogue  of  Baldwin  Insti- 
^^^^'  tute.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education. 

Flushing  Insti-       J.  M'CHntock  presented  the  catalogue  of  Flushing  Fe- 
''"'•®*  male  Institute.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Educa- 

tion. 
Religious  privi-       The  Committee  appointed  on  the  subject  of  attempting 
leges  m  Rome,  ^q  obtain  the  same  religious  privileges  for  Protestants  in 
Rome,  and  other  Catholic  countries,  that  Catholics  enjoy  in 
the  United  States,  reported,  and  their  report  was  laid  on 
the  table  for  the  present  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Committee  an-       The  chair  announced  E.  R.  Ames,  J.  M'Clintock,  and  M. 
nounced.  Raymond,  as  the  committee  ordered  yesterday  afternoon. 

Took  up  the  report  of  Book  Committee. 
Resolution  fourth  was  read,  amended,  and  adopted,  and 
is  as  follows : — 
Agents  at  Cin-      "  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and 
Btructed  to'es-    they  are  hereby  authorized  and  instructed  to  establish  a 
tabiish  a  De-    depository  for  books,  and  a  weekly  paper,  to  be  denomin- 
i^.uis!'^*''^''    ated  by  such  title  as  they  may  select,  in  the  city  of  St. 
Louis,  Mo.,  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati :  provided,  that  in  the  judgment 
of  the  Agents  such  depository  and  periodical  can  be  estab- 
lished and  sustained  with  safety  to  the  interests  of  the 
Book  Concern." 

The  whole  report  was  adopted. 

The  motion  to  adopt  reconsidered,  to  supply  the  name 
of  the  Church  paper  to  be  published  at  Chicago. 
North   Western      Moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  "  North-Westera  Christian 

ChmtianAdvo-^^,.Ogate." 

H.  W.  Reed  moved  to  amend,  calling  it  "  Prairie."   Lost. 
The  name,  "North-Western  Christian  Advocate,"  pre- 
vailed, and  the  whole  report  was  adopted. 
The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended. 
J.  H.  Power  offered  the  following : — 
Monument  to        Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to 
Kshop  M'Ken-  ^^^  Jj^j-q  consideration  the  propriety  of  erecting  a  suitable 
monument  to  the  memory  of  the  venerable  Bishop  M'Ken- 
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dree,  and  if  deemed  expedient,  to  submit  some  plan  by       May  22. 
which  the  object  may  be  secured. 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline*  be  so  amended  in  Part  I,  ^^r^"|e  °esenta- 
Ch.  iii,  §  2,  Ans.  1,  as  to  read  30,  in  the  place  of  21,  the   tion. 
present  ratio  of  delegates. 

Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

A.  Witherspoon  moved  the  following : — 

Resoh'cd,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Conceni  be  ^'^°^p''°®^° 
instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  publishing  the  ' 

Discipline  in  the  French  and  Norwegian  languages. 

Referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

W.  H.  Collins  presented  a  petition  from  Ypsilanti,  Michi-  Slavery. 
gan,  on  the  subject  of  slavery.     Referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals. 

The  Committee  on  the  Chartered  Fund  reported.  chartered  Fund. 

The  1st,  2d,  3d,  4th,  oth,  6th,  and  7th  resolutions  were 
adopted,  with  the  preamble.     (See  Appendix,  T,  p.  176.) 

J.  Clark  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  when  an  Annual  Conference  decides  that  Received  and  ex- 
1     »  T       .  ,  1  .J  T,   J  pelled  members 

a  preaclaer  having  chai-ge  has  received  or  expelled  a  mem-   iuegaiiy. 

ber  contrary  to  the  Discipline,  the  decision  does  not  exclude 
the  member  so  received,  but  restores  the  member  so  ex- 
pelled. 

Carried. 

J.  Clark  presented  a  paper  on  law  questions,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

The  Committee  on  Sunday  schools  reported.  Eeport  of  Com- 

Report  No.  1,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rules,  ^ay'schoob."^" 

Report  No.  2,  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed — also  No.  1. 

Report  No.  3.     That  part  of  the  report  relating  to  the  ^^'^^^  ^'^^'^^ 
Sunday  School  Advocate  was  adopted.  ^"'^^  ^' 

"Resolved,  That  the  Sunday  School  Advocate,  from  and 
after  the  commencement  of  the  next  volume,  be  issued  as 
a  weekly  sheet,  and  not  less  than  one  quarter  of  its  present 
size. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  requested  to  publish 
this  periodical  on  the  best  paper,  and  in  the  best  style  of 
printing  and  engraving  that  the  enterprise  "will  allow ;  and, 
if  they  judge  proper,  to  advance  the  price  not  exceeding 
ten  cents  per  volume." 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  report,  in  part,  further. 

Report  No.  3  read,  laid  on  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  Chartered  Fnnd. 
to  alter  the  chapter  in  the  Discipline  on  the  Chartered 
Fund,  to  arrange  the  Discipline  so  as  to  conform  to  the 
action  of  this  Conference  and  the  charter  of  the  corporation. 
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May  22. 
Change  of  Disci- 
pline. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  He- 
visals. 


Temporal  Econ- 
omy. 


Slaverj, 

Sunday  Schools. 

Lay  delegation. 
Family  Bible. 

Appeal  of  D.  J. 


Referred  to  the  Committee  on  ReAnsals. 

A.  J.  Phelps  offered  a  resolution  proposing  to  alter  the 
rule  respecting  the  reception  of  travelling  preachers  on  trial. 
Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

G.  Peck  moved  to  take  up  the  report  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  No.  1.     Lost.     But, 

On  motion,  it  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wed- 
nesday morning, 

H.  Bangs  returned  several  papers,  saying,  "The  Com- 
mittee on  Temporal  Economy  had  acted  on  the  subjects, 
and  requested  that  they  he  on  the  table." 

C.  Kingsley  presented  a  memorial  from  Farmington  on 
the  subject  of  slavery.  Referred  to  Committee  on  Re- 
iisals. 

W.  Hosmer  presented  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject. 
Similarly  referred. 

J.  F.  Wright  presented  a  memorial  from  eight  members 
of  our  Chm-ch  on  MUford  circuit,  Ohio,  on  the  subject  of 
Sunday-school  superintendents. 

Also,  a  memorial  against  lay  delegation.  Referred  to 
the  Committees  on  these  subjects. 

H.  W.  Reed  and  others  presented  memorials  on  the  sub- 
ject of  publishing,  in  a  convenient  size,  a  family  reading  and 
pronouncing  Bible.  RefeiTed  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Conceni. 

Took  up  the  appeal  case  of  D.  J.  Snow. 

The  journal  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  touching  his  case, 
was  read.     The  appeal  was  admitted. 

J.  B.  Corrington  stated  the  ground  of  appeal  to  be,  that 
the  action  of  the  Conference  was  infoimal  and  illegal. 

P.  Cartwright  made  some  remarks  touching  this  case ; 
and,  on  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  it  was 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Con- 
ferences, in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  case  of 
D.  J.  Snow  be  remanded  back  to  the  Illinois  Conference 
for  a  new  trial. 

H.  Slicer  moved,  as  a  substitute,  That  the  decision  of  the 
Ilhnois  Conference,  in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow,  be  reversed. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  failed. 

The  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted,  and  the  Sec- 
retary ordered  to  give  the  Illinois  Conference  a  copy  of  the 
above  action. 

J.  P.  Durbin  read  an  invitation  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  visit  the  Cabinet  of  Missionary  Curiosities  and  Li- 
brary of  the  American  Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign 
Missions,  signed  by  R.  Anderson,  S.  B.  Treat,  S.  L.  Pome- 
roy,  secretaries. 

Adjourned.     Prayer,  by  I.  Chamberlayne. 
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May  84. 

MONDAY  MOENING,  MAY  24. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  rehgious  exercises,  led  by  J.  Davis,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

H.  N.  Seaver,  a  reserve  delegate  from  East  Genesee,  M.  Fellows, 
stated  to  the  Conference  that  M.  Fellows,  a  delegate  from 
that  conference,  had  arrived,  and  that  he  resigned  his  seat 
in  favour  of  M.  Fellows. 

His  resignation  was  accepted,  and  M.  Fellows  presented 
his  certificate  of  election,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  was  ordered  to 
pay  the  travelling  expenses  of  M.  Fellows. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended,  for  the  purpose  of  Eov.  A.  Green, 
hearing  the  address  of  Rev.  A.  Green,  representative  from 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  of  Canada. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  fiu'ther  suspended  for  the  pur- 
pose of  introducing  resolutions. 

Z.  Phillips,  in  behalf  of  the  Committee  to  whom  the 
document  from  the  Book  Concern  of  Canada  Conference 
was  referred,  presented  the  following : — 

"Resolved,  That  the  Agent  of  the  Book  Concern  of  the'^esieyan  Meth. 
Canada   Conference  of   the   Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  da^iiTreference 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  purchasing  our  books  at  New-  ^°  books. 
York  on  the  same  terms  as  the  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati, 
the  Agent  in  Canada  paying  the  duties  on  the  same,  and 
the  expenses  of  transportation." 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  reconsider  the  order*  by  which  the  Petitions,  Ac. 
calling  for  petitions  and  memorials  was  dispensed  with  after 
the  last  week.     Lost. 

S.  T.  Gillett  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  Change  in  Diaci- 
lo  inquu-e  into  the  expediency  of  amending  Ans.  1,  Sec.  4,   p^'°^" 
p.  91,  as  follows:  After  the  word  'preacher,'  in  the  fourth 
line,  insert  the  following,  '  Who  shall  cause  exact  minutes  of 
the  charges,  testimony,  and  decision  to  be  taken,  and  which 
he  shall  sign  after  approval.  The  trial  shall  be  conducted,'  &c. 

"S.  T.  Gillett, 
"J.  Havens." 

Refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  Holdich  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 

"Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  be  instruct-  Representations 
ed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  sending  representatives  cansMfa*"^  *°'* 
to  the  Wesleyan  Conference  in  England  and  Canada,  and, 
if  they  judge  expedient,  to  nominate  persons  to  represent 
us  to  both  these  bodies.  "  J.  Holdich, 

«H.  Bangs." 
E 
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May  24.  L.  Clark  submitted  the  following,  which  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  Rensals : — 
Court  of  Appeals.      ''Resolved,  That  in  Part  I,  Chap.  3,  Sec.  3,  and  after  the 
second  answer  in  the  following  words : — 

"  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  ap- 
point a  standing  Judicial  Committee  of  at  least  six  traA^elling 
Elders  and  three  local  Elders  or  Deacons,  to  hear  and  deter- 
mine all  cases  of  appeals  from  local  preachers  or  ministers 
who  may  have  been  accused,  tried,  and  con\icted  by  a  Quar- 
terly Meeting  Conference.  (And  a  local  preacher  so  convicted 
shall  be  allowed  an  appeal  to  this  Committee,  in  place  of  the 
Annual  Conference,  as  pro-vided  in  Chap.  8,  Sec.  3  ;  and  the 
Bishop  presiding  at  the  next  succeeding  Annual  Conference 
shall  preside,  or  appoint  a  person  to  preside,  as  chairman  of 
the  Committee.)  Also,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conference  to  appoint  a  member  of  their  own  circuit 
or  station  to  appear  in  behalf  of  the  Church,  and  to  present 
the  record  of  trial  with  the  charge,  specifications,  minutes 
taken  both  before  a  Committee  and  Quarterly  Conference, 
with  all  documents  relating  to  the  case,  and  the  same  shall 
be  the  only  evidence  admitted.  The  appellant  shall  state 
the  grounds  of  his  appeal,  and  make  his  defence,  without 
interruption ;  the  representative  of  the  Quarterly  Meeting 
Conference  shall  respond,  and  the  appellant,  or  his  counsel, 
shall  have  the  privilege  of  reply,  which  shall  close  the 
pleadings,  and  the  Committee  of  Appeals  shall  determine 
the  case. 

"Laban  Clark, 
"B.  Crzagh." 

H.  Mattison  submitted  the  following,  which  lies  on  the 
table  under  the  rule. 
Change  of  Disci-      "  Resolved,  That  we  omit  from  the  Discipline  the  last  sen- 
^^^^^'  tence  of  page  81,  which  reads,  "  Give  no  tickets  to  any  that 

wear  high  heads,  enormous  bonnets,  ruffles,  or  rings,"  and 
insert  in  its  place,  "  Give  tickets  to  none  who  disregard  the 
apostohc  caution,  (1  Tim.  ii,  9,)  by  adorning  themselves 
with  gold,  or  pearls,  or  costly  aiTay. 

"  H.  Mattison, 
"  J.  M.  Trimble." 

W.  Nast  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 
The  Conference  then  proceeded  with  the  regular  order 
of  business. 
Missionary  Bish-      The   Committee  appointed  to   consider  the  resolution 
°P*'  ofifered  by  P.  P.  Sandford  and  A.  M.  Osbon,  refeiring  to  the 

election  of  Missionary  Bishops,  reported,  and  is  as  follows : — 
V  V»     (See  Journal  of  Friday,  May  21,  and  also  at  the  close  of 
^^,^      this  day's  joiu-nal.)    Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 
invitaUon.^         B.  Creagh  presented  an  invitation  from  the  Leaders' 
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Meeting   of  Allen-street  Cliurch,  New- York,  to  hold  the       May  ii. 
next  General  Conference  in  that  city.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Mission  Conamittee  reported  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Mission  Committee,  having  under  consideration  the  Mission  to  Italy, 
petition  of  the  Ohio  Conference  in  favour  of  a  mission  to 
Italy,  or  near  to  Italy,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
resolution  for  adoption : — 

"  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  favourable  con- 
sideration of  the  General  Mission  Committee  and  Board  of 
Managers  at  New- York,  the  establishment  of  a  mission  with 
a  view  to  benefit  Italy,  as  soon  as  may  be  found  prac- 
ticable. 

"  By  order  of  Committee, 

"  J.  P.  DuRBiN,  Sec." 

The  report  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  the  resolution  of  Satur-  Eatio  of  repre- 
day  was  taken  up,  proposing  to  reduce  the  ratio  of  repre-  ^^'^''^^i''"- 
sentation  to  the  General  Conference. 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  striking 
out  the  number  30,  and  inserting  26. 

H.  Sheer  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
Carried. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  of  Saturday,  pro^ading  for  re-  Death  of  mem- 
porting  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  membership  in  the    ^^^' 
annual  statistics,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Ile\-isals. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  assign  the  place 
of  the  next  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  C.  B.  Tippett,  all  the  memorials  lying  on 
the  table  relating  to  the  subject  were  taken  up. 

Memorials  were  then  read,  inviting  the  General  Confer-  invitations     to 
ence  of  1856  to  Indianapohs,  Detroit,  Cleveland,  Chica-  conference!"'* 
go,  Rochester,  Philadelphia,  New-York,  and  Washington 
City ;  also  a  verbal  representation  was  made  from  Balti- 
more. 

T.  J.  Thompson  moved.  That  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence be  held  in  Philadelphia. 

N.  Wilson  offered  the  following  as  a  substitute,  which 
was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  the  several  places  represented  be  called, 
and  voted  on  in  the  order  in  which  they  were  nominated. 

P.  Cartwright  moved  to  amend  the  substitute,  so  that  the 
Conference  shall  vote  by  ballot  on  the  several  places  in 
nomination.     Laid  on  the  table. 

On  voting,  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  ha^ong  re- Seat  of  next  Gen- 
ceived  a  majority  of  77  votes  against  69,  was  declared  by  erai Conference, 
the  president  as  the  seat  of  the  next  General  Conference,  to 
be  held  May  1,  1856. 
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May  24.  Bishop  Moms  presented  a  communication  from  J.  C. 

Temperance.  Warner  and  Moses  Grant  of  this  city,  President  and  Secre- 
tary of  the  Massachusetts  Temperance  Society,  tendering  a 
present  to  the  General  Conference  of  one  hundred  copies 
of  Dr.  Carpenter's  -work  on  the  subject  of  Temperance. 

The  present  was  accepted,  and  the  Secretary  was  directed 
to  address  a  letter  suitably  acknowledging  it. 
Bishop  Hedding.      Ou  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  Conference  reconsidered  the 
vote  by  which  it  adopted  the  minute  relating  to  Bishop 
Hedding.     Whereupon, 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  said  minute  the 
words  "the  following,"  and  insert  the  word  "this." 
Gamed. 

The  article,  as  amended,  was  then  adopted, 
Eeport  of  Com-      xhe  reports  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy 

mittee  on  Tem-  ,    ^     ^  r  ^t       ^   \  ^ 

porai  Economy.  Were  taken  irom  the  table. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  ordered  that  the  majority 
report  be  so  amended  as  to  add  the  words,  "  and  travelling 
expenses,"  to  the  word  "  claim,"  wherever  it  occurs. 

On  motion  of  H.  M.  Shaffer,  it  was  resolved  to  take  up 
the  majority  report,  item  by  item. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  insert  the  word 
"  minority  "  for  the  word  "  majority." 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Clark,  the  two  reports  were  referred 
to  a  select  committee  of  five. 
Bunday  Schools       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and 
and  Tracts.       ip^.^cts  was  taken  up  and  read,  and  ordered  to  be  acted  upon, 
item  by  item. 

The  first  item  was  adopted. 

The  second  item  pending,  it  was  moved  by  G.  M.  Bes- 
wick  to  amend  the  article,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  the 
publications  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  and  in- 
sert the  words  "  religious  tracts  and  books." 

J.  A.  Colhns  moved  to  amend  the  amendment,  by  add- 
ing to  the  word  "  Church "  the  words  "  and  from  other 
sources." 

On  motion  of  T.  Barkdull,  it  was  ordered  to  lay  both  the 
amendments  on  the  table. 

R.  Haney  moved.  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet 
this  afternoon  at  3  o'clock.     Laid  on  the  table. 
Monument     to      The  chair  announced  the  Committee  on  a  Monument  to 
Bishop  M'Ken-  gj^j^^p   M'Kcndree,  viz.,  D.  Webb,  P.  Cartwright,  and 

G.  Gary. 
Committee     on      The  special  committee  of  five,  ordered  to  consider  tlie 
omy.^'^*^^*^*''^' reports  on  Temporal  Economy,  was  announced  to  be,  J. 

Porter,  H.  J.  Clarke,  I.  Winner,  P.  Akers,  and  J.  Dennis. 
Invitation      to      Bishop  Janes  presented  a  communication  from  M.  Grant, 
visit  new  jau.    j^^  ^^^^^^  ^^  ^j^^  ^j^.^  authorities  of  Boston,  inviting  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  to  visit  the  new  jail  of  the  city. 

The  Committee  of  Correspondence  was  ordered  to  reply 
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afiSrmatively  to  the   above-named  communication,  which,       May  24, 
together  with  the  response,  was  directed  to  be  pubhshed. 

J.  M.  Trimble  presented  a  communication  from  Carlos  invUaUon^^from 
Pierce,  mviting  the  membei-s  of  the  General  Conference  to   brlry^°As3ocia- 
the  pri\ileges  of  the  Readmg  Room  of  the  Mercantile  Li-    "on. 
brary  Association. 

J.  P.  Durbin  annoimced  the  decease  of  John  D.  Collins,  Death  of  John  D. 
of  the  China  Mission,  and  submitted  the  followmg  resolu- 
tions, which  were  adopted  by  a  rising  vote  : — 

"  Whereas  we  have  heard  of  the  decease  of  our  beloved 
brother,  the  Rev.  J.  D.  CoUins,  late  Superintendent  of  our 
China  Mission,  and  up  to  his  decease  a  member  of  the  mis- 
sion, therefore, 

"Resolved,  That  we  receive  this  information  with  profound 
regret  and  sorrow,  and  that  we  sincerely  sympathize  with 
his  friends  in  the  loss  they  have  sustained. 

"Resolved,  That  these  resolutions  be  entered  on  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  Journal  as  a  testimony  of  the  profound 
respect  we  entertain  for  the  memory  of  our  brother,  who 
has  fallen  a  martyr  to  the  cause  of  missions  among  the 
heathen. 

"  Resolved,  That  we  sympathize  with  the  mission  in  China, 
and  with  the  Church  generally,  in  the  loss  sustained  by  the 
death  of  brother  Collins. 

"Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  furnished 
to  the  friends  of  the  deceased,  and  that  they  be  published." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  consider  the  proposcil  oflFered  Missionary  Bish- 
by  P.  P.  Sandford  and  A.  M.  Osbon,  with  regard  to  the   °^'- 

election  of  Missionary  Bishops,  beg  leave  to  report  the  fol-     .----" 

lowing  resolutions,  as  amended,  from  said  proposal : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  third  restrictive  rule  (Discipline,  Part 
I,  Chap,  iii.  Sec.  2,  p.  27)  be  so  changed  as  to  read  as  fol- 
lows : — 

"  3d.  They  shall  not  change  or  alter  any  part,  or  rule,  of  ,"■ 

our  government  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or  destroy  .^   ^• 

the  plan  of  our  Itinerant  General  Superintendency :  'provi-  M^ 

ded,  nevertheless,  that  they  shall  have  power  to  elect  Mis- 
sionary Bishops  for  the  superintendence  of  our  missions  in 
foreign  coimtries,  but  Avho  shall  not  be  members  of  the 
General  Episcopal  Board. 

"Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  directed  to  lay  the  above 
resolution  before  the  Annual  Conferences  for  then-  concur- 
rence, beginning  with  the  first  that  shall  hold  its  session  af- 
ter this  General  Conference;  to  see  that  the  votes  of  the  said 
Annual  Conferences  be  reported  promptly  to  the  Missionary 
Secretary  at  New- York,  who,  with  the  Editors  at  New- 
York,  shall  constitute  a  committee  to  audit  the  vote,  and 
report  the  residt  to  the  next  General  Conference." 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  brother  Brooks. 
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May  25. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  25. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  rehgious  services,  led  by  R.  Haney,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

The  rules  were  suspended  to  receive  resolutions. 
N.  Bangs  presented  the  following : — 
Editors,  Ac,  to      Rcsolved,  That  all  the  Editors  and  Correspondents  of 
aiities  ^®''^°'^'  periodicals,  under  the  patronage  of  this  General  Conference, 
be  instructed  to  avoid,  as  far  as  practicable,  all  personalities 
in  the  controversies  which  may  arise,  and  in  no  case  to  ad- 
mit an  anonymous  writer  to  assail  any  man's  character, 
either  in  or  out  of  the  Church. 

On  motion  of  J.  Porter,  it  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Report  of  Com-      ^^^  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates  reported, 
mittee  on  Ex-      P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  strike  out  "  be  discharged,"  &c. 
penses.  ^  Moody  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  recommit  the  report 

to  be  amended,  &c. 

On  motion,  all  amendments  and  substitutes  were  laid  on 
the  table. 
To  be  published.      "^^^  report  was  adopted,  and  ordered,  That  the  Book 
Agents  publish,  after  receiving  and  applying  the  collections 
made  for  this  purpose.    (See  App.  Y.  p.  196) 
Election  of  Bish-      Ordered,  That  the  Conference  proceed  to  the  special 
°P^-  order  of  the  day. 

Conference  ordered  the  appomtment  of  three  tellers,  to 
receive  and  count  the  ballots. 

S.  T.  Gillett  moved,  That  the  Secretary  call  the  list,  and 
each  delegate  answer  the  call  by  depositing  his  vote.     Lost. 
J.  Havens  moved,  That  we  spend  a  few  moments  in  silent 
prayer.     Carried. 

It  was  moved  to  request  all  not  members  of  the  Confer- 
ence, to  retire  beyond  the  bar  during  the  canvas^.     Carried. 
H.  Sheer,  G.  W.  Walker  and  C.  K.  True  were  appointed 
tellers. 

After  counting  the  ballots  for  Bishops,  Levi  Scott, 
Matthew  Simpson,  Osmon  C.  Baker,  and  Edward  R.  Ames, 
having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes,  were  declared 
duly  elected  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved.  That  we  now  proceed  to  vote  for 
the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 
Editor  of  Advo-      B.  Creagh  offered  as  a  substitute,  That  we  ballot  for  Ed- 
nai.  itor  for  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Joiu-nal.     Carried. 

T.  E.  Bond.  Upon  the  first  ballot  there  was  no  choice.     Upon  the 

second,  Dr.  T.  E.  Bond,  sen.,  having  a  majority,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  ballot  for 
the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 
Missionary  Sec.        H.  Slicer  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  proceed  to  ballot 
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for  Missionary  Secretary.  Carried;  and  same  tellers  request-       May  25. 
ed  to  act. 

A  motion  was  made  that  when  we  adjourn  it  shall  be  to 
meet  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  failed. 

The  motion  for  an  afternoon  session  was  carried. 

J.  P.  Durbin,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  J-  P-  Durbin. 
for  Missionary  Secretary,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  Editor  of  Quar- 
elect,  by  count  vote,  the  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review  **^'"'^* 
and  of  the  books  of  the  General  Catalogue. 

J.  S.  Porter  nominated  John  M'Clintock,  and,  on  count,  J.  M'Ciintock. 
he  was  declared  elected. 

On  motion  of  W.  Reddy,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  Editor  of  North- 
elect  the  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate.  Idvocatey^  '^" 

W.  Reddy  nominated  W.  Hosmer,  and,  on  count,  he  was  W-  Hosmer. 
declared  elected  said  editor. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  Conference  proceeded  to  elect  Editor  of  Sunday 
the  Editor  of  the  Sunday  School  Advocate  and  of  the  Sun-  l^°%,  ^^^"^ 
day-school  Books. 

J.  S.  Porter  nominated  D.  P.  Kidder,  and,  on  count,  he  d.  p.  Kidder, 
was  declared  elected. 

On  motion  of  J.  C.  Lyon,  Conference  proceeded  to  elect 
the  Editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist  and  of  the  German 
Books. 

J.  C.  Lyon  nominated  W.  Nast,  and,  on  count,  he  was  de-  w.  Naat. 
Glared  elected. 

By  vote,  ordered  to  postpone  the  further  election  of  offi- 
cers till  the  afternoon  session. 

J.  A.  Collins  read  the  answer  to  M.  Grant's  invitation  to  New  Jau. 
visit  the  new  jail  of  this  city.     Accepted  by  the  Confer- 
^ce. 

J.  M'Clintock  moved.  That  the  Conference  order  the  Pormor  Minutes 
Book  Agents  to  prefix  to  the  volume  of  Minutes  of  the  t'^^^P^^^^i'^d. 
General  Conference,  ordered  to  be  printed,  all  the  extant 
minutes  from  the  organization  of  the  Church  up  to  the 
year  1800. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

Conference  took  up  the  order  of  the  day. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  further,  (No.  8.)  Report  of  Com- 
Report  adopted,  as  follows :—  _  Orkney.  °° "'"" 

"  Report,  in  part,  of  Committee  on  Itinerancy : — 

"  A  memorial  was  referred  to  us  from  a  Quarterly  Meet-  Memorial    ft-om 
mg  Conference  in  Williamsburgh,  New- York,  asking  for  the  ^'i^'^^^^^'^'-sii- 
adoption  of  some  system,  by  which  regular  pulpit  exchanges 
among  our  preachers  in  cities  and  villages  may  be  secured  ; 
and  we  offer  for  your  adoption  the  following : — 

"  Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  prayer  of 
the  memoriahsts. 

"  Heman  Bangs,  Chairman." 
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May  25.  Report  No.  9  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  presented, 

E.  H.  Thomas,    and  adopted,  as  follows  : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  report : — We  have  consid- 
ered the  memorial  of  Elizabeth  H.  Thomas,  who  represents, 
That  she  is  the  wife  of  Rev.  Richai-d  W.  Thomas,  late  a 
member  of  the  Philadelphia  Annual  Conference  ;  that  he 
was  siiffered  to  withdraw  from  connexion  with  that  body 
at  its  late  session ;  that  he  was  at  the  time  labouring  under 
mental  derangement,  and  his  withdrawal  has  deprived  her- 
self and  six  children  of  their  claims  on  the  funds  of  the  Con- 
ference, and  reduced  them  to  a  state  of  want  and  distress. 

"  The  memorialist  therefore  asks  this  General  Conference 
to  reverse  the  action  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  or  re- 
qvdi-e  said  Conference  to  reconsider  its  action  in  the  premises. 

"  Your  Committee  submit  the  following  for  adoption : — 

"  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion in  the  above  case,  and  therefore  the  prayer  of  the  me- 
moriahst  ought  not  to  be  granted. 

"  H.  Bangs,  Chairman." 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  further  report,  "  That  they 
have  considered  the  memorial  of  Orrin  Pier,  who  was  left 
without  an  appointment  in  order  to  a  trial  before  his  Pre- 
siding Elder ;  he  complains  of  this  action  of  the  Troy  Con- 
ference, of  which  he  is  a  member,  and  prays  this  General 
Conference  to  decide  the  following  questions  : — 

"  1st.  Is  such  action  on  the  part  of  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence toward  one  of  its  members,  the  beginning  of  punish- 
ment in  anticipation  of  crime  ? 

"  2d.  Is  such  action  in  accordance  with  the  Discipline  and 
with  right  ? 

"  We  offer  the  following  for  your  adoption  : — 

"  Resolved,  That  when  an  accused  member  of  an  Annual 
Conference  cannot  be  tried  during  the  session,  he  may  be 
left  without  an  appointment,  in  order  to  be  tried  before  his 
presiding  elder  as  the  Discipline  directs. 

"  Resolved,  That  such  action  is  not  punishment  before  con- 
viction, in  anticipation  of  guilt. 

"H.  Bangs,  Chairman." 

H.  M.  Shaffer  moved  to  amend  the  report,  as  follows : — 

Resolved,  That  in  the  case  of  Orrin  Pier,  his  being  left 
without  an  appointment  by  the  Troy  Annual  Conference, 
in  view  of  having  been  tried  on  charges,  was  unauthorized 
by  the  Discipline. 

J.  M.  Snyder  proposed  as  a  substitute  for  the  whole,  the 
following,  viz. : — 

Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Troy  Annual  Confer- 
ence, by  which  Orrin  Pier  was  left  without  an  appointment, 
was  unauthorized  by  the  Discipline. 

The  whole  subject  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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The  committee  further  report.  No.  11,  which  was  accei^t-       May  25. 
ed,  and  the  resolution  adopted  as  follows : — 

"  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  report  as  follows,  on  the  '^j°^^°'J^.^{;^'^t''i,^g' 
state  of  the  vote  in  the  several  Annual   Conferences  on  m.  e.  church, 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference  to  author-  s°^^^- 
ize  the  Book  Agents  to  propose  an  arbitration  with  the  M. 
E.  Church,  South. 

"Previous  to  the  commencement  of  the  Church  suit  the 
following  named  Conferences  had  voted  m  the  premises, 
with  the  following  results : — 


For  ConciuTence. 

Against  Concurrence, 

Baltimore  Conference, 

133 

Philadelphia 

110 

New-Jersey          " 

123 

6 

New- York 

100 

9 

New-York  East    " 

92 

Y 

Troy 

66 

79 

Providence            " 

29 

48 

New-England        " 

30 

63 

New-Hampshire   " 

3 

56 

East  IMaine            " 

18 

45 

Black  River 

17 

67 

Wisconsin             " 

6 

33 

727  413 

"  We  submit  the  following  for  your  adoption : — 
"  Resolved,  That  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

"  H.  Bangs,  Chairman." 

The  Committee  further  report,  No.  12. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table  for  the 
present.     Session  extended. 

The  Committee  further  report,  No.  13. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
The  Committee  further  report,  No.  14. 
Report  read,  and,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
Adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  Young. 

Tuesday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  W.  Hosmer,  the 
journal  was  read,  and  approved. 

The  Book  Committee  report  further,  in  part : — 

"  Resolved,  That  a  monthly  periodical,  in  which  the  Ladies  Book    Commit- 
Repository  shall  be  merged,   be  established  as  a   family  Montwy^Peri^ 
magazine,  to  be  denominated  "  The  Monthly  Repository  of    odicai. 
Literature  and  Religion,"  to  be  edited  at  Cincinnati,  and 
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May  25.  published  simultaneously  in  that  city  and  New- York,  the 
publication  to  commence  on  the  first  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1853." 

J.  M'Clintock  offered  the  follovdng  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report. 
Agents  to  pub-  Resolvcd,  That  the  General  Conference  highly  approves 
journaL^*'"^''^^' of  the  proposition  of  the  Book  Agents  at^NeV-York  to 
publish  a  Monthly  Journal  or  Magazine  of  ciirrent  and  re- 
ligious literature  ;  and  that  they  be  authorized  to  commence 
such  a  publication  as  soon  as  they  deem  it  practicable  and 
safe  to  the  Conceni. 

A  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  failed. 
A  motion  was  made  and  sustained,  That  we  now  take  the 
vote. 

The  motion  prevailed,  and  J.  M'Clintock's  motion  was 
adopted. 

A  motion  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  failed. 
RepoH  of  Com-      The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported  further. 
«.pacy.°"  ^^*^'      J-  M'Chntock  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  inserting, 
"  that  we  send  to  England  a  fraternal  letter." 
This  was  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  subject  on  the  table. 
Ordered  to  consider  the  report,  item  by  item. 
Episcopal  Decis-      The  first  item,  relating  to  collecting  Episcopal  decisions, 
"*"■''■  was  read  and  adopted,  ^^z. : — "That  it  is  inexpedient  to  take 

any  measures  for  that  purpose,  and  ask  to  be  released  from 
any  further  consideration  of  this  subject." 
Proposed  change  The  second  item  was  read,  viz.  : — "  They  have  also  con- 
of  Discipline,  gidered  the  resolution  submitted  to  them  asking  an  altera- 
tion in  the  Discipline,  viz.,  the  substitution  of  the  word  '  con- 
secrate' for  'ordain,'  &c.,  in  several  places  named,  and  they 
are  of  opinion  that  no  change  should  be  made." 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  word 
"  no"  and  inserting  "  this."     Laid  on  the  table. 
The  item  was  adopted. 
DeiegatestoEng-      The  third  item,  relatinof  to  delegates  to  England  and 

land  and  Cana-  /-,        j  i 

da.  Canada,  was  read. 

"  The  committee  report  it  inexpedient  to  send  a  delegate 
to  England,  but  recommend  the  appointment  of  George 
Gary  as  a  representative  to  visit  the  Canada  Conference 
sometime  during  the  next  four  years."     Adopted. 
The  whole  report  was  then  adopted. 
The  rules  suspended  for  the  following : — 
On  motion  of  J.  M'Chntock, 
Fraternal  letter      Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  pre- 
to  England.       ^^^^  ^  fraternal  letter  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Confer- 
ence in  England.     The  chau-  appointed  J.  M'Clintock,  G. 
Peck,  A.  Griffith,  G.  Webber,  and  L.  W.  Berry. 

The  Book  Agents  were  ordered  to  pay  the  expenses  of 
the  deleg^ate  to  Canada. 
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On  motion,  the  Conference  agreed  to  proceed  to  the  elec-  ^^^^^^^ ^^\^^^, 
lion  of  tlie  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  by  tern   ChrisUau 

a  count  vote.  Advocate. 

J.  Havens  nominated  Charles  Elliott,  and,  on  count,  he  c.  Elliott. 
■was  declared  elected  Editor  of  said  paper. 

It  was  moved  that  we  now  elect  the  Editor  of  the  Ladies' 
Repository. 

A  substitute  was  offered  that  we  go  into  the  election  of 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati.  Substitute  accepted  and  adopted. 

An  invitation  from  the  Yoimg  Men's  Christian  Associa-  invitation. 
tion  was  read. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  A.  Collins. 

WEDNESDAY,  MAY  26. 

Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair.  May  26. 

After  the  usual  rehgious  exercises,  led  by  "W.  Reddy,  the 
journal  of  the  preceding  session  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Bishops  elect  were  invited  forward,  and  received  the  Bishops  elect 
salutations  and  congratulations  of  their  senior  colleagues; 
after  which  H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  the  ordination  of  our  beloved  brethren,  Ordination     of 
the  Bishops  elect,  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-mor-     '^  °^^' 
row  morning,  at  11  o'clock.     Carried. 

It  was  then  moved,  That  we  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  Agent  at  New- 
principal  Book  Agent  at  New- York.  ^^^^' 

A  substitute  was  moved,  namely,  That  the  Conference  Agent  at  Cincin- 
proceed  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati.        ^^^^' 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  was  lost. 

The  resolution  to  elect  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  Cin- 
cinnati was  then  put,  and  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  the  chair  appointed  three  Tellers 
tellers,  viz.,   C.   B.  Tippett,  B.  Creagh,  and  S.  T.  Gillett, 
and  the  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot,  when  the  tellers, 
together  with  the  two  Assistant  Secretaries,  had  leave  to       , 
retire  and  count  the  votes,  and  report. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause  reported.  Tlie  re- 
port, together  with  the  resolution,  was  adopted.  (See  Ap- 
2)endix,  G,  page  141.) 

The  tellers  appeared  and  reported,  that  Leroy  Swormstedt  L-  Swormstedt. 
had  received  150  out  of  161  votes  for  the  office  of  princi- 
pal Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati ;  whereupon  he  was  declared 
duly  elected. 

J.  A.  Collins  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  be,  and  ^^^''''eusefof^N 
they  are,  hereby  directed  to  pay  the  expenses  of  N.  Bangs  Bangs  to  Cana- 
as  our  late  delegate  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  M.   '^*- 
E.  Church  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

J.  A.  Collins  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 
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May  26.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  an  Editor  of  the  North- 

Eduorat  Chica- ^^g^g^j^  Christian  Advocate  at  Chicago,  Illinois;  who,  if 
chosen  from  am6ng  the  travelling  preachers,  shall  be  a  mem- 
ber of  such  Annual  Conference  as  he  may,  with  the  appro- 
bation of  the  Bishop,  select. 
"^YoJk  ^^  ^^'^'  ^-  ^''^^^  moved,  That  the  Conference  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  the  principal  Book  Agent  at  New-York. 

It  was  moved,  as  a  substitute.  That  the  Conference  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  the  Editor  of  the  North-Western 
Christian  Advocate,     Not  admitted. 
^SVook'"''''      ^  motion  to  lay  J.  Clark's  motion  on  the  table  was  lost, 
Agent.  and  the  motion  of  J.  Clark  prevailed. 

The  Conference  balloted  accordingly,  and  the  same  tel- 
lers were  requested  to  act;  and  the  tellers,  with  the  two 
Assistant  Secretaries,  were  permitted  to  retire  to  count  the 
votes,  and  report. 
Court  of  Appeals.  The  Committee  to  whom  was  refen-ed  the  commxmication 
of  the  Episcopacy  to  the  General  Conference  at  Pittsburgh, 
in  1848,  on  the  subject  of  providing  for  a  constitutional 
test  and  conference  of  appeals,  reported  in  part. 
First  ballot,  no  The  second  part  of  same  report  pending,  the  tellers  ap- 
peared, and  reported,  as  the  result  of  balloting  for  principal 
Book  Agent  at  New- York,  that  there  was  no  election. 

Whereupon  the  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  again, 
and  the  tellers  retired  to  count,  and  report. 
Second  ballot,  no      The  reading  of  the  second  part  of  the  above-named  re- 
port then  proceeded  and  was  finished,  when  the  tellers  ap- 
peared, and  again  reported.  No  election. 

A  third  balloting  was  ordered,  and  the  tellers  retired  to 
ascertain  the  result  and  report. 
^Htee  on  Eevi-      "^^^^  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  viz., 
sals.  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  on  the  subject  of 

pews,  and  promiscuous  sitting  in  our  Churches,  which  was 
read. 
Third  ballot,  no      The  pending  business  was  suspended,  to  hear  the  report 
eecion.  ^£  ^j^g  tellers,  Avho  once  more  reported  that  there  was  no 

election.  The  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  tellers  re- 
tired to  count  and  report,  and  the  consideration  of  the 
pending  report  was  resumed. 

N.  Bangs  moved  that  the  first  item  of  the  report  b.e 
adopted. 

W.  H.  Goode  presented  a  minority  report. 
W.  Reddy  presented  a  substitute  for  both  reports. 
Fourth  ballot,  T.      The  business  was  again  suspended,  to  hear  the  report  of 
Carlton  elected.  ^^^  ^^^g^.g^  ^^,^^^^  ^^^^  :_That  the  whole  number  of  ballots 
was  16*7,  of  which  T.  Carlton  had  103,  and  Z.  Phillips  64 ; 
whereupon  T.  Carlton  was  declared  duly  elected  principal 
Agent  at  New- York. 
Assistant    Book      The  pending  business  was  further  suspended  for  the  pur- 
^gent  a     e\^-pQgg  ^^  electing  an  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-York. 
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The  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  accoi'dingly,  and  the       May  26. 
tellers  retired  to  count  and  report ;  then  the  order  of  the 
day  was  resumed. 

The  business  was  again  suspended,  to  hear  the  report  of  First  ballot,  no 
the  tellers,  who  reported,  No  election. 

The  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  tellers  retu-ed  to 
count. 

The  business  was  further  suspended,  to  allow  J.  M.  Trim-  Edgar  Conkiing. 
ble  to  present  a  petition  to  the  General   Conference  from 
Edgar  Conkiing,  of  Cincinnati,  impeaching  the  Episcopacy 
for  mal-admiiiistration.     On  motion,  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 

J .  S.  Porter  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sus- 
tained, and  the  motion  of  reference  prevailed. 

The  tellers  appeared,  and  reported  no  election;  where- Second baUot, no 
upon  the  Conference  balloted  again,  and  the  tellers  retued 
to  count. 

On  motion  of  P.  Cartwright,  J.  Young  was  added  to  Bishop    M'Ken- 
the  committee  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  ^^®'^- 
of  erecting  a  monument  to  the  late  Bishop  M'Kendree. 

C.  Kingsley  submitted  the  following  : — 

"Rcsolfed,  That  the  formula  for  the  ordination  of  Bishops  change  of  Disci- 
on  page  121  of  the  Disciphne,  be  so  amended  as  to  read  as  [lorserV^ce."^*' 
follows : — 

"  The  Lord  pour  upon  thee  the  Holy  Ghost  for  the  office 
and  work  of  a  Bishop  in  the  Church  of  God,  now  commit- 
ted unto  thee  by  the  imposition  of  our  hands  in  tlie  name 
of  the  Father,  and  of  the  Son,  and  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
Amen.  And  remember  that  thou  stir  up  the  grace  of 
God  in  thee ;  for  God  hath  not  given  us  the  spirit  of  fear, 
but  of  power,  and  love,  and  soberness. 

"  C.  Kingsley, 
"  J.  Porter." 

The  resolution  lies  over,  under  the  mle. 

H.  Bangs  moved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at 
3  o'clock. 

P.  Rice  moved  to  amend,  by  adding,  With  the  under- 
standing that  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries 
be  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  afternoon  session.  Amend- 
ment accepted  by  the  mover.  A  motion  that  the  resolu- 
tion be  divided,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs  moved  the  previous  question,  which  was  sus- 
tained, and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  tellers  appeared  and  reported,  that  of  167  votes,  Z.  ™rd  ballot,  z. 
Phillips  had  103,  which,  being  a  majority,  he  was  declared      '  'P^eeo 
duly  elected  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

Conference  adjourned.     Prayer  by  J.  Coil. 
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May  20. 

Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Bisliop  Morris  in  tlie  chair. 

After  the  usual  rehgious  exercises,  conducted  by  S.  Allen, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  reported  further,  viz. : — 
Beport  of  Com-      "  The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy  have  considered  the 
otpacy  °°  ^^^'  charge  of  mal-administration  preferred  against  the  Bishops 
by  Edgar  Conkling,  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  which  has  been 
referred  to  them,  and  unanimously  report  the  following  res- 
olution for  adoption  by  this  General  Conference  : — 

"Resolved,  That  we  reaffirm  our  former  position — ap- 
proving the  administration  of  our  Bishops  in  the  matters 
complained  of  by  E.  Conkling. 

"  All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

"  P.  P.  Sandford,  Chairman. 

"  Boston,  May  26, 1852." 

Report  of  Com-      The  Committee  on  Boundaries  reported.      Ordered  to 
d'ari^!""^"'"'"  consider  and  act  upon  the  report,  item  by  item.     (P.  148.) 
The  boundaries  of  New- York  Conference  adopted.    Also, 
the  boundaries  of  New- York  East,  Providence,  New-Eng- 
land, Maine,  East  Maine,  and  New-Hampshire. 
Vermont  Confer-      The  boundaries  of  Vermont  Conference  being  read,  D. 
^"''^  Starks  submitted  the  following  substitute  for  those  reported : 

"  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Vermont, 
except  that  part  lying  west  of  the  Green  Mountains  em- 
braced in  the  Troy  Conference." 

After  some  discussion,  on  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the 
previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  question  being  on  the  acceptance  of  the  substitute, 
it  was  accepted. 

On  motion,  the  substitute  was  adopted. 
The  report  of  the  boundaries  of  Vermont  Conference,  as 
amended,  was  then  adopted. 

The  boundaries  of  Troy  Conference  being  read,  D.  Starks 
presented  the  following  substitute : — 
Troy  Conference.  "The  Troy  Conference  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany, 
embracing  Richmondville  Station,  from  Oneida  Conference, 
Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burlington,  Pittsburgh  and  St.  Alban's 
Districts." 

The  substitute  was  accepted. 

J.   C.  Aspinwall  moved  to  amend   the   substitute  by 
striking  out  the  St.  Alban's  District. 
The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Black    Eiver,         ^he  Substitute  was  then  adopted. 
Oneida,  Wyo-        The  reports  of  the  boundaries  of  Black  River,  Oneida, 
encel*^""'^'^'    and  Wyoming  Conferences,  were  adopted. 
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Pending  the  report  of  the  boundaries  of  East  Genesee       May  20. 
Conference,  I.  Chamberlayne  moved  to  amend  the  report  East   Geneseo 
by  striking  out  the  Avords  "  whole  of  the  city  of  Roches- 
ter," and  inserting  "  that  part  of  the  city  of  Rochester  on 
the  east  side  of  Genesee  River." 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  concerning  East  Genesee  Conference  bound- 
aries was  then  adopted. 

E.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  the  report  on  the  bounda-  Genesee  Confer- 
ries  of  the  Genesee  Conference,  so  as  to  include  Bradford  ®°'^®* 
Circuit  and  Avon  Circuit.     Laid  on  the  table. 

E.  Thomas  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  Bradford 
Circuit,  Pennsylvania. 

This  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  report,  as  amended, 
was  then  adopted. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of   Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Erie  and  Pitts- 
Conferences  was  adopted.  S.    ^'°^''" 

C.   Brooks  proposed  to  amend  the  i-eport  of  the  Ohio  owo  Conference. 
Conference  by  adding,    "and  Bethesda  and  Rapid  Forge 
Societies  in  Highland  Circuit." 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  Ohio  Conference  boundaries,  as  amended, 
was  adopted. 

Cincinnati  Conference.  Cincinnati  Con- 

The  consideration  of  the  report  on  the  boundaries  of  this  ^'^'■'^°°s- 
Conference  pending,  it  was  moved  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  a 
quarter  before  8  o'clock  this  evening.    A  division  was  called 
for  and  ordered,  and  the  latter  part  of  the  motion  was  laid 
on  the  table  to  hear  the  report. 

The  motion  to  adjourn,  was  lost. 

The  pending  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  to  hear  the  re- 
port of  the  boundaries  of  Kentucky  Conference,  which  was 
read. 

The  consideration  of  the  boundaries  of  Kentucky  Con- 
ference pending.  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  J.  Spaulding. 

THURSDAY,  MAT  27. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  May  27. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  G.  Gaiy,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

The  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  German  Work 
asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  from  the  Conference 
for  a  short  time  during  the  morning  session. 

The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Address  of  the  Ameri-  American     and 
can  and  Foreign  Christian  Union  reported.  fian  Union.''"'' 

P.  P.  Sandford  moved  to  recommit  the  report, 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table. 
Carried. 
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May  27.  The  Committee  on  Revisals  report  further : — 

Eeport  of  Com-  "  Resolved,  That  the  verbal  revision  and  arrangement  of 
mitteeonEevi-^j^g  Discipline  on  the  points  passed  by  the  Committee  on 
Editors  to  revise  Revisals,  be  referred  to  the  editors  at  New- York,  to  be  car- 
the  Discipline,  ned  out."     Adopted. 

Previous  question  called  for  and  ordered. 
Superintendent       C.  B.  Tippett  moved,  That  one  or  more  of  our  Superin- 
Editora.^'^  ^^^^^  tendents  be  connected  with  the  editors  in  making  the  changes 

contemplated  by  the.  above  resolution.     Adopted. 
Lay  Delegation.      The  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  reported.  (See  Ap- 
2)endix,  J,  p.  147.)     A  motion  for  a  rising  vote  failed. 
The  Yeas  and  Nays  vv-ere  called  for  and  ordered. 
Yeas.—G.  Peck,  J.  Holdich,  P.  P.  Sandford,  P.  Rice, 

A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B. 
Creagh,  J.  H.  Perry,  E.  E.  Griswold,  S.^Landon,  L.  Clark, 

0.  C.  Baker,  E.  Adams,  J.  Spaulding,  E.  Scott,  E.  Mason, 
S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  Z. 
Phillips,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Westcott,  S. 
G.  J.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H. 
Pillsbury,  A.  Church,  A.  Moore,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke, 
W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  A.  T. 
Bullard,  E.  Copeland,  C.  Hobart,  W.  H.  Sampson,  H.  Sum- 
mers, G.  Gary,  I.  L.  Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G. 
Baker,  B.  Holmes,  G.  Webber,  C.  C.  Cone,  A.  Sanderson, 
J.  H.  Jenne,  C.  Kingslev,  B.  S.  Hill,  W.  H.  Hunter,  E.  J. 
L.  Baker,  W.  Patterson, 'H.  Kinsley,  J.  H.  Whallen,  A.  J. 
Phelps,  L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S.  P.  Keyes,  J.  Chandler, 
D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W.  Reddy,  L.  Speny, 
J.  Parks,  E.  B.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort,  E. 
Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  J. 
Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Brooks, 
J.  G.  Dimmitt,  W.  Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G. 
Gulick,  B.  F.  TeflPt,  M.  Fellows,  G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H. 
Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  J.  Marsee,  J.  Daniel,  J. 
Hopkins,  C.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  E.  M'Clure, 
F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  T.  Carlton,  E.  Thomas,  P.  E.  Brown, 

1.  Chamberlayne,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  Young,  C. 
Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F.  Wright.  U.  Heath, 
Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer,  M.  Marley,  A.  M. 
Lon-aine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rut- 
ledge,  P.  Kuhl,  M.  Simpson,  W.  M.  Dailey,  E.  R.  Ames, 
J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  L.  W,  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A. 
Griffith,  J.  Davis,  H.  Sheer,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Col- 
lins, J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett, 

B.  N.  Brown,  F.  Hodgson,  L.  Scott,  D.  Dailey,  J.  P.  Dur- 
bin,  W.  Barnes,  T.  J.  Thompson,  E.  Miller,  J.  Cunningham, 
J.  M'Clintock,  G.  F.  Brown,  D.  P.  Kidder,  J.  S.  Porter,  J. 
Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  E.  Benton,  W.  F. 
Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond,  C.  K.  True,  J. 
Hascall,  C.  Adams,  J.  Porter,  A,  Binney,  S.  Allen— iVl. 
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Nays. — ^J.  C.  Lyon,  G,  M.  Beswick,  A.  Magee — 3.  May  27. 

The  printing  of  the  report,  and  the  vote  on  it,  were 
ordered. 

On  motion,  ordered,  That  any  brother,  absent  when  the 
vote  was  taken,  shall  have  the  liberty  of  recording  his  vote 
in  open  Conference. 

P.  E.  Brown  moved  to  amend,  by  requiring  the  absent 
brethren  to  vote  on  the  question.  Laid  on  the  table,  and 
the  resolution  was  adopted. 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  appeal  of  N.  R.  Peck,  of  the  Appeal  of  N.  K. 
Black  River  Conference,  and,  on  motion,  it  was  made  the  ^'^*' 
order   of    the    day  for  the  following  morning,   after  the 
reading    of   the   journal,    Conference   sitting   with   closed 
doors. 

J.  Holdich  obtained  leave  of  absence  after  this  morning's 
session. 

On  motion  of  P.  P.  Sandford,  B.  Griflfen,  a  reserve  dele-  B.  Grififen. 
gate  from  New-York  Conference,  was  chosen  to  fill  the 
place  of  J.  Holdich. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  then  Bound.uies. 
taken  up. 

Hesolred,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  Editor  of  North- 
Editor  of  the  North-Western  Christian  Advocate.  tfan  Advocati'' 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  by  a  count  vote. 

S.  P.  Keyes  nominated  James  V.  Watson,  and,  on  count,  j.  v.  Watson. 
he  was  declared  elected. 

A.  J.  Plielps  presented  a  resolution  with  regard  to  the  Publishing  Com- 
section  of  the  Discipline,  (p.  193,)  providing  for  the  elec-   CTn"^%hristian 
tion  of  a  Publishing  Committee  for  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate. 
Advocate,  which  was  read,  and  laid  on  the  table,  under  the 
rule. 

The  Committee  on  Re\asals  reported  No.  4.     Read,  and  Committee    on 
laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule.  Revisais. 

Ordered  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at 
3  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  N.  Bangs,  the  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended. 

The  hour  for  ordaining  the  Bishops  elect  having  arrived,  Ordination  of 
Bishop  Waugh  stated  that  N.  Bangs  and  D.  Dailey  would  ^'^^°p^- 
present  Levi  Scott;  J.  Havens  and  T.  M.  Hudson  would 
present  Matthew  Simpson ;  D.  Webb  and  G.  Webber 
would  present  Osmon  Oleander  Baker  ;  and  P.  Cartwright 
and  R.  0.  Spencer  would  present  Edward  Raymond  Ames, 
— Avliich  was  accordingly  done. 

Bishop  Morris  read  the  Collect  and  Epistle,  and  Bishop 
Janes  read  the  Gospel.  The  imposition  of  hands  was  by 
Bishops  Waugh,  Moms,  and  Janes.  Thus  Levi  Scott,  Mat- 
thew Simpson,  Osmon  Oleander  Baker,  Edward  Raymond 
Ames,  were  solemnly  ordained  Superintendents,  or  Bishops, 
of  the  M.  E.  Chui'ch.  The  order  of  business  was  resumed. 
S 
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May  27.  A  motion  to  lay  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boun- 

daries on  the  table.     Carried. 

J.  H.  Peny  presented  a  paper  proposing  a  plan  for  the 
trial  of  appeals,  which  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table,  imder 
the  rule. 
Court  of  .Appeals.  A  motion  was  made  to  print.  G.  Peck  offered  an  amend- 
ment, together  with  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  that 
subject. 

H.  Sheer  offered  the  following  : — 

Resolved,  That  all  the  papers  on  this  subject,  and  on  the 
table,  be  referred  to  a  special  Committee  of  five. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  resolution  ordering  the  special  committee  of  five 
was  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  H.  Slicer,  G.  Webber,  J.  F.  "Wright, 
E.  Bowen  and  B.  Creagh  said  Committee. 
German  Work.        The  Committee  on  the  German  Work  report,  No.  1,  read 
and  adopted.     No.  2,  read  and  adopted.     (See  Apioendix, 
H,  I,  pages  145,  146.) 

J.  Clark  moved  that  a  Committee  of  five  be  appointed 
BookCommittee.  to  nominate  a  Book  Committee  for  the  Book  Concern  at 
New- York,  and  that  a  like  number  be  appointed  to  nomi- 
nate a  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati.     Carried. 

The  chair  appointed,  for  New- York,  G.  Peck,  J.  A. 
Gere,  J.  Clark,  C.  K.  True,  G.  Gar}'. 

For  Cincinnati,  G.  W.  Walker,  E.  Thomson,  J.  L.  Smith, 
R.  Haney,  J.  Havens. 

H.  Bangs  moved.  That  the  Book  Committee  be  the  Com- 
mittee to  estimate  the  salaries  of  the  Book  Agents,  Edi- 
tors, &c. 

Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Ames. 

Thursday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  J.  Z.  Nichols, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

Ordered  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries.        Boundaries. 
Kentucky    Con-      The   report  bounding  the    Kentucky   Conference    was 

ference^^Cmcm-  adopted. 

North  ohioCon-      The   report  bounding   the   Cincinnati   Conference  was 

ferences.  adopted. 

The  report  bounding  the  North  Ohio  Conference  was 

adopted. 

Western  Virgin-      S.  G.  J.  Worthington  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  fix- 

ia  Conference,    i^g  ^\^q  boundary  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference.     Carried. 

The  Pittsburgh  boundary  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  that 

of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  was  taken  up. 

J.  Clark  moved  that  the  substitute  offered  by  S.  G.  J, 
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Worthington  be  accepted.      Agreed  to.     The  substitute       May  27. 
was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  Pittsburgh  boundary  was  taken  up,  and,  Pittsburgh  Con- 
after  amendment,  adopted.  ^"^°'=^- 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  Michigan  Conference 
agreed  to. 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  Indiana  Conference  agreed 
to. 

The  report  on  the  boundary  of  North-Western  Indiana 
Conference  agreed  to. 

The  report  on  boundary  of  North  Indiana  Conference 
adopted. 

The  report  on  boundaiy  of  South  Eastern  Indiana  Con-  Boundaries, 
ference  adopted. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  boundaries  of 
the  New-England  Conference  failed. 

The  report  on  the  Rock  River  Conference  read.  Rock  Eiver  Con- 

G.  Rutledge  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  so  as  to  exclude 
the  Knoxville  district.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  Rock  River  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  re- 
ported. 

The  Wisconsin  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  re- 
ported. 

The  Iowa  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  reported. 

The  Ilhnois  Conference  boundaries  adopted  as  reported. 

The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  boundaries  pending, 

J.  B.  Corrington  ofiered  to  amend  by  adding,  after  Hills- 
borough, "  thence  to  Anderton,  Cold  Spring,  Casey,  and 
Darwin,  to  the  Indiana  State  Hne."     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  report  was  adopted. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  D,  Dailey,  of  Phila-  d.  Daiiey. 
delphia. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  so  far  as  the  name  of  the 
Southern  Illinois  Conference  was  concerned. 

By  motion,  "Southern  Illinois"  was  stnick  out,  and 
"  Lebanon  "  inserted,  and  then  the  reported  boundary  was 
adopted. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  S.  Landon. 

FEIDAY  MOENING,  MAY  28. 

Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair.  May  28. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  H.  Slicer,  the 
journal  was  read  and  approved. 

S.  Comfort  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for 
the  purpose  of  introducing  a  resolution.     Lost. 

J.  P.  Durbin,  for  the  Missionaiy  Committee,  presented  a  Eeport  of  Mis- 
report  of  the  number  and  names  of  missionaries  sent  out  by  mtttee!  ™" 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
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Missionary  Bish' 
op. 


Appeal  of  ] 
Peck. 


Committee  for 
nominating 
Book  Commit- 
tee had  leave 
to  retire. 


during  the  past  four  years,  together  with  the  missions  to 
•which  they  were  respectively  sent.  Also,  the  deaths  of 
missionaries  for  the  same  period  of  time. 

After  which  the  same  committee  reported  the  following 
resolutions,  which  were  adopted  : — 

Resolved,  That  a  special  meeting  of  the  General  Mission- 
ary Committee  may  be  called  at  the  Mission  Rooms  in 
New-York,  by  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  with  the  concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the  Bish- 
ops, one  of  whom  shall  be  the  Superintendent  of  Foreign 
Missions  ;  or  by  the  Bishops  just  mentioned,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board ;  and  that  the  Corresponding  Secre- 
tary be  charged  with  calling  the  Committee  when  required 
as  provided  in  this  resolution. 

2d.  The  Committee  having  had  under  consideration  an 
amendment  to  the  proviso  in  the  13th  Article  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  Missionary  Society,  agreed  to  recommend 
the  following  alteration,  \\z.,  strike  out  the  words  "a  ma- 
jority of  Bishops  "  in  the  third  line  of  the  proviso,  and  insert 
"  of  the  Bishop  who  has  charge,  or  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  work  proposed." 

On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  was 
taken  up,  which  relates  to  the  election  of  a  Missionary 
Bishop. 

By  request  of  H.  Sheer,  the  Committee  on  an  Appeal 
Conference  had  leave  to  sit  during  the  session  of  the  Con- 
ference. 

The  above  report  of  the  Special  Committee  pending,  J. 
M'Clintock  submitted  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for  the 
report. 

Resolved,  That  this  Conference  proceed  this  afternoon  to 
elect  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  the  Liberia  Conference  with 
Episcopal  powers  to  be  exercised  solely  in  Africa. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on  the  table 
for  the  present.    Carried. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  was  then  taken  up,  viz.,  the 
appeal  case  of  N.  R.  Peck,  of  the  Black  River  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  travelling  and  local  preachers  present 
were  permitted  to  remain  in  the  Conference  room. 

The  charges,  specifications,  and  findings  of  the  Black 
River  Conference,  in  the  case  of  N.  R.  Peck,  were  read 
from  the  journal  of  said  Conference. 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Walker,  the  nominating  committee 
for  nominating  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  had  leave 
to  retire  from  the  Conference  room  for  a  few  moments. 

G.  Peck,  for  the  appellant,  stated  the  grounds  of  appeal. 

A.  J.  Phelps,  in  behalf  of  the  Black  River  Conference, 
presented  the  evidence  on  the  charge  of  "  lasciviousness," 
which  was  read  by  the  Secretary, 
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Also,  the  evidence  on  tlic  cliarge  of  "  falsehood,"  which        May  28. 
was  read.     After  which  A.  J.  Plielps  closed  in  behalf  of 
the  Conference,  and  then  G.  Peck  closed  in  behalf  of  the 
appellant. 

L.  Clark  moved  that  the  action  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference be  affirmed. 

A.  J,  Phelps  and  G.  Peck,  at  their  request,  were  e.xcused 
from  voting. 

An  amendment  was  offered,  "  not "  excused.  This  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  Black  River  Conference  delegates  were 
excused  from  voting. 

The  motion  to  affirm  the  action  of  the  Black  River  Con- 
ference was  put,  and  sustained. 

So  the  action  of  the  Black  River  Conference,  whereby  it 
deposed  N.  R.  Peck  from  his  ministerial  office,  was  "  af- 
firmed." 

M.  Crow  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  B.  F.  Tefft,  and  b.  f.  Tefii. 
also  moved  that  H.  N.  Seaver,  a  reserve  delegate  from  East 
Genesee  Conference,  take  the  place  vacated  by  the  absence 
of  B.  F.  Tefft. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  reported.  '^^^tT '  *''"  B°"k 

The  3d,  4th,  5th,  6th,  and  7th  resolutions  of  the  report  concern, 
were  accepted,  which  are  as  follows  — 

"3d.  Resolved,  That,  on  a  careful  examination  of  the  affairs  Northern  Chria- 
of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  we  are  gratified  that  ^'*°  Advocate, 
itg  circulation  has  increased  by  about  one-half  during  the 
last  four  years ;  and  that,  notwithstanding  it  is  published 
at  the  exceedingly  low  price  of  one  dollar  per  annum,  its 
finances  are  in  a  healthful  condition,  affording  a  handsome 
dividend  yearly.  We  are  also  happy  to  believe  that  this 
paper  is  lending  much  valuable  aid  in  establishing  and  ex- 
tending our  cause  in  the  field  of  its  patronage. 

"  4th.  Resolved,  That  the  Agents  at  New- York  be  instruct-  Depositories  at 
ed  to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  books  at  Buffalo  and  Buffalo  and  Au- 
Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  their  discretion. 

"  5th.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inconsistent  with  our 
economy  for  brethren,  indebted  to  our  Book  Concern,  to 
memorialize  the  General  Conference  to  remit  their  debts, 
without  having  first  applied  to  the  Agents  and  failed  of  ob- 
taining from  them  a  satisfactory  settlement. 

"  6th.  Resolved,  That  the  petitions  presented  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference,  for  the  remission  of  debts,  be  referred  to 
the  Agents,  they  being  the  proper  representatives  of  the 
General  Conference  in  the  premises,  and  endowed  with  full 
power  to  settle  all  claims  at  their  discretion. 

"7th.  Resolved,  That  the  propriety  of  pubhshing  a  pro- 
nouncing Bible,  and  also  the  propriety  of  publishing  the 
Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  French 
and  Swedish  languages,  be  referred  to  the  Book  Agents 
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May  28.       and  Editors  at  New- York  and  the  Book  Committee,  to  be 
disposed  of  at  their  discretion." 

The  8th  resolution,  offered  by  J.  A.  Colhns  as  an  amend- 
ment to  the  report,  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present. 

C.  J.  Houts  moved,  as  a  substitute,  to  take  up  the  report 
of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Missionary  Com-      The  missionary  report  was  taken  up. 
mittee  report,     -rpj^g  ^^^^^,  decided  that  the  whole  subject  was  before  the 
—— —  Conference,  as  it  was  previously  to  its  being  laid  upon  the 

.able,  and  that,  of  course,  the  motion  to  lay  the  substitute 
'    submitted  by  J.  M'Clintock  on  the  table  was  in  order. 
^       The  substitute  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

J.  P.  Durbin  proposed  to  add  to  the  3d  resolution  of  the 
report  the  following  words : — "  In  the  United  States  of 
^  America  ;  but  their  jurisdiction  shall  be  limited  to  the  mis- 
sion, or  missions,  for  whose  supervision  they  were  severally 
elected  and  ordained ;  and  such  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  shall 
be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference  for  their  conduct 
and  administration." 

It  was  ordered  that  when  we  adjomn,  it  be  to  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 

H.  Bangs  moved  the  previous  question.     Lost. 
The  discussion  of  the  amendment  pending,  and  J.  A. 
Collins  haraig  the  floor, 
Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  C.  Elliott. 

Friday  Afterxoon. 

Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  conducted  by  H.  N. 
Seaver,  the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
Report  of  Com-      The  consideration  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 

mittee  on  Mia-  ir-     •  ^ 

sions  resumed.   Missions  was  resumed.  _ 

J.  A.  Collins  not  having  spoken  out  his  time,  on  motion 
"*—  he  had  leave  to  proceed  with  his  speech. 

After  further  discussion,  G.  Peck  moved  the  previous 
question,  which  was  sustained. 

The  question  being  on  the  adoption  of  the  report,  as 
amended,  the  ayes  and  noes  were  ordered. 

On  voting  the  ayes  were  73,  noes  87. 

Yeas.—?.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon,  E. 
Scott,  E.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark, 
Z.  Philhps,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Wescott, 
N.  Bangs,  S.  Landon,  A.  Church,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J. 
Clarke,  A.  Magee,  W.  Hunter,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  E.  Cope- 
land,  G.  Gary,  H.  Mattison,  J.  Hunt,  G.  Baker,  B.  S.  Hill, 
W.  H.  Hunter,  L.  Hitchcock,  S.  P.  Keyes,  D.  Holmes,  E. 
Bowen,  E.  B.  Tenney,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  H.  W.  Reed,  W.  Hos- 
mer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  H.  N.  Seaver,  W. 
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H.  Goode,  J.  Daniel,  R.  Sapp,  T.  Carlton,  P.  E.  Brown,  May  28. 
I.  Chamberlayne,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rutleds^e,  P.  Kuhl, 
W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens,  H.  Slicer,  J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S. 
Roszel,  F,  Hodgson,  J.  P.  Durbin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  J. 
M'Clintock,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Ayers,  D.  Patten, 
A.  Stevens,  E.  Benton,  C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams, 
J.  Porter,  A.  Binney,  B.  Creagh,  C.  C,  Cone,  C.  Kingsley. 

Noes.—Q.  Peck,  P.  Rice,  B.  Griffen,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  E. 
■  Adams,  J.  Spaulding,  B.  M.  Hall,  H.  Bangs,  J.  H.  Perry, 
L.  Clark.  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  N.  D.  George, 
W.  H.  PiUsbmy,  A.  Moore,  J.  Coil,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  A.  T. 
Bullard,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  B.  Holmes,  Geo.  Webber, 
A.  Sanderson,  J.  H.  Jenne,  W.  Patterson,  H.  Kinsley,  J.  W. 
Whallen,  A.  Phelps,  R.  Haney,  J.  Chandler,  D.  W.  Bristol, 
W.  Reddy,  L.  Sperry,  J.  Parks,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Comfort, 
E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  I. 
Quigley,  A.  Poe,  J.  Brooks,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L.  Smith, 
J.  Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  E. 
M'Clure,  F.  B.  Bangs,  E.  Thomas,  W.  Nast,  J.  M.  Trimble, 
J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F.  Wright, 
U.  Heath,  Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer,  M.  Marley, 
A.  M.  Lorraine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  E.  Whitten,  L. 
W.  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Griffith,  J.  Davis,  N.  Wil- 
son, J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Collins,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett,  B. 
N.  Brown,  W.  Barnes,  J.  Cunningham,  D.  P,  Kidder,  I. 
Lewis,  D.  Webb,  M.  Raymond,  J.  Marsee,  S.  J.  Gilletts, 
S.  Wakefield. 

So  the  report  of  the  Committee  appointed  to  consider  ^^ 
the  pi-oposition  with  regard  to  the  election  of  Missionary  ^^^ 
Bishops  was  not  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  report  was  indefinitely     — ****^ 
postponed. 

The  report  on  boundaries  was  then  taken  up.  Boundaries. 

J.  C.  Aspinwall  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for 
E.  Copeland,  of  Vermont  Conference. 

The  report  of  the  boundaries  of  Missouri  Conference  was  Missouri  Confer- 
read.  _         _  ^        ^°^<'- 

After  some  discussion,  R.  Haney  called  for  the  pre^^ous 
question,  which  was  sustained. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Missouri  Conference 
was  adopted. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Arkansas  Conference  Arkansas  Co?j- 
was  adopted.  '^^''"^^• 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  Baltimore  Con- 
was,  on  motion,  amended  and  adopted.  erence. 

The  report  on  the  boundaries  of  the  Philadelphia  Con-  Philadelphia 

J.  *        J       ,    J  '■  Conference. 

ference  was  adopted. 

The  reports  on  the  boundaries  of  the  New-Jersey,  Ore-  New-jersey,Ore- 
gon    and  California,  and   Liberia  Missionary  Conferences  fnd'  "^Liberia'*' 

were  adopted.  Conferences. 
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May  28.  On   motion,  the   Conference   reconsidered   the   act   by 

New-England     which  it  fixed  the  boundaries  of  the  New-England  Con- 
Conference,       f^^^^^g 

M.  Raymond  moved,  as  a  substitute,  That  the  boundaries 
of  the  New-England  Conference  be  as  they  have  been  for 
the  last  four  years. 

The  substitute  pending,  the  previous  question  was  or- 
dered, and  the  substitute  was  accepted. 

Moved,  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table.     Lost. 
N.  Bangs  called  for  the  preAious  question,  which  was 
sustained. 

The  substitute  was  adopted. 
•  Southern  Illinois      Ordered,  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  "  Lebanon  " 
Conference.      Conference  was  named,  and  the  name  changed  to  "  Southern 
Illinois." 

Moved,  to  reconsider  so  much  of  the  report  on  bounda- 
ries as  relates  to  the  Arkansas  Conference. 

Laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries,  as  a  whole,  was  adopted. 

P.  Cartwright  moved,  That  the  Cincinnati  and  Kentucky 
Conferences,  and  also  the  Arkansas  and  Missouri  Confer- 
ences, meet  together  at  their  next  annual  sessions. 
Temporal  Econ-      The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  reported. 
''™^'  Laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

z.  Phillips.  J.  Clark  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Z.  Phil- 

lips, after  the  present  session. 

L.  Clark  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table,  under  the  rule : — 
Change     of  Resolved,  That  the  words  "United  States  of  America," 

Church  Deed.    ^^^^^  ^^^  ^^^^^  ..  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  be  stricken 
out  of  the  De'ed  of  Settlement,  and  a  place  be  left  blank  for 
the  insertion  of  its  location,  as  required  by  law. 
Monument  to        The  Committee   appointed  to   consider  the  expediency 
gshopM'Ken-  ^^jj  propriety  of  erecting  a  monument  to  Bishop  M'Ken- 
dree,  reported. 

The*  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  H.  M.  Shaffer. 

SATUEDAY  MOENTNG,  MAY  29,  1852. 

May  29.  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  G.  F.  Brown, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
Adjournment.         J.  Davis  moved.  That  we  adjourn  finally  on  Tuesday  next, 
at  12  o'clock,  M. 

A.  Poe  offered,  as  a  substitute,  that  we  stay  here  till  we 
finish  our  business. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for,  and  sustained. 
'^Book'Tommit-      ^^  motion,  the  report  of  the  Book  Committee,  m  part 
tee  taken  up.     acted  upon  yesterday,  was  taken  up. 
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The  first  resolution,  relating  to  the  finances  of  the  Pitts-       May  29. 
burgh  Christian  Advocate,  was  read,  \iz. : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pitts-  Claim  of  z.  n. 
burgh  Christian  Advocate  be  authorized  to  draw  upon  the  Enlotu 
Agent  of  the  Depository  in  Pittsburgh,  for  the  amount  of 
the  claims  of  the  Rev.  Z.  H.  Coston  and  of  Rev.  C.  Elliott, 
against  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  not  exceeding 
$2,600,  to  be  paid  at  the  earliest  convenience  of  said  De- 
pository, and  entered  to  its  credit  at  the  General  Book  Con- 
cern in  New- York." 

Adopted. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  the  amount  of  $1,400,  due  from  the 
Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate  to  the  Pittsburgh  Book  De- 
pository, be,  and  the  same  is  hereby,  remitted." 

Adopted. 

The  following  resolution  was  read : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  ^±P°!|?°^  ^' 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  city.  ^°^ 
books  at  Washington  City,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  un- 
der such  conditions  and  regulations  as  they  may  judge 
proper  to  adopt." 

Laid  on  the  table. 

N.  Bangs  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  giving  Deposi- 
tories to  Auburn  and  Buffalo,  N.  Y.     Lost. 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  resolution  relating  to  a  Deposi- 
tory at  Washington  City  prevailed,  and  the  following  was 
oflPered  as  a  substitute  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  author- 
ized to  establish  a  Depository  of  our  books  at  Washington 
City,  D.  C,  at  their  discretion. 

H.  Slicer moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  "Washington 
City,"  and  inserting  "  Baltimore."     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  previous  question  was  ordered. 

The  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  further  report : — 

"  Resolved,  That  the  purchase  of  the  lot  on  Mott-street,  Building  on 
New- York,  and  the  erection  of  a  building  thereon,  for  the  ^<'""S'''^66*- 
better  accommodation  of  the  business  of  the  Concern,  are 
hereby  approved  by  the  General  Conference. 

"  2d.  Resolved,  That  permission  is  hereby  granted  to  the  Selling  of  houses. 
Book  Agents  at  New-York  to  dispose  of  the  four  houses  in 
Crosby-street,  in  that  city,  whenever  an  advantageous  op- 
portunity may  offer,  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Com- 
mittee, erect  other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  belonging  to 
the  Book  Concern  on  Mulberry-street. 

"  3d.  Resolved,  That  the  large  increase  of  sales  and  profits  increase  of  sales 
during  the  last  four  years  over  the  foiu-  years  preceding,  is  ^^'^  profits- 
highly  gratifying,  and  affords  ample  proof  of  the  ability  with 
which  the  Concern  has  been  conducted,  and  grounds  on 
which  to  rest  the  expectation  that  the  views  expressed  by 
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May  29.       the  Agents  -will  be  realized  at  no  distant  day,  and  the  sales 
amount  to  $250,000  annually. 
Eeduction    of        "  4th.  Resolved,  That  the  propriety  and  expediency  of  fur- 
prices  of  books,  ^j^g^  reducing  the  prices  of  the  books  of  the  General  Cata- 
logue, be  referred  to  the  judgment  and  discretion  of  the 
Book  Agents,  and  that  they  be,  and  hereby  are,  instructed 
to  review  the  list  of  prices,  and  to  reduce  the  price  of  such 
book  or  books  as  they  shall  think  may  be  safely  reduced. 
Christian  Apolo-      "  5th.  Resolved,  That,  with  a  vieAv  to  e.\tend  the  circulation 
8''*'-  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  published  at  Cincinnati,  among 

the  Germans,  the  Editors  of  our  periodicals  are  requested 
to  notice  it  favourably  from  time  to  time,  and  urge  upon 
our  ministry  and  membership  to  use  such  means  as  may 
tend  to  promote  that  end ;  and  that  our  travelling  preach- 
ers, also,  are  requested,  whenever  they  find  German  people 
in  their  respective  charges,  or  fields  of  laboiu-,  to  order,  from 
the  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  specimen  numbers  of  the  paper, 
to  be  shown  to  them — which  the  Agents  are  hereby  directed 
to  furnish  without  charge. 
North-Westem  "  6th.  Rcsolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Commit- 
oinstian  Advo- ^gg  for  the  North-Western  Christian  Advocate,  consisting 
of  one  member  from  each  of  the  following  conferences,  to 
be  selected  b)''  the  conferences  respectively,  to  wit,  Illinois, 
Iowa,  Rock  River,  Michigan,  North-Westem  Indiana,  and 
Wisconsin,  whose  duty  shall  be  similar  to  that  of  the  Book 
Committee  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  applicable  to  the  establishment. 
St.  Louis  Paper.  "  Vth.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  one  from  the  Illinois, 
one  from  the  Southern  Illinois,  one  from  the  Iowa,  one  from 
the  Arkansas,  and  one  from  the  Missouri  Conferences,  to  be 
selected  by  the  Conferences  respectively,  be  appointed  to 
superintend  the  publication  of  the  paper  authorized  to  be 
published  at  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  and  that  upon  the  nomination 
of  said  committee,  and  recommendation  of  the  Missouri 
Conference,  the  Presiding  Bishop  be  requested  to  appoint 
an  Editor  for  said  paper,  when  the  Book  Agents  at  Cin- 
cinnati shall  have  determined  upon  its  publication;  and 
that  the  duties  of  said  committee  shall  be  similar  to  those 
of  the  Publishing  Committee  at  Chicago. 
Publishing  Com-  "  8th.  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Commit- 
teml!  '"  ^^^^'  tG6,  consisting  of  five  members,  to  be  selected  by  the  Cali- 
fornia, and  one  for  the  Oregon  Annual  Conference,  whose 
duties  shall  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at 
New- York  and  Cincinnati,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable 
to  the  establishment. 
Quarterly  Ee-  "  9th.  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference,  That  we  are 
view.  highly  gratified  with  the  large  circulation  of  the  Christian 

Advocate  and  Journal  during  the  past  four  years.  And 
also,  that  we  regard  with  pleasure  the  estimation  in  which 
the  Quarterly  Review  is  held  by  its  patrons,  and  hereby  ex- 
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press  our  strong  hope  that  its  future  circulation  may  be       May  29. 
commensurate  with  its  merits. 

"  10th.  Resolved,  That  the  character  and  usefulness  of  the  Sunday    School 
Sunday  School  Advocate,   and   Missionary  Advocate,   re-  Missionary  Id- 
specti\(:'ly,  are  such  as  to  entitle  them  to  the  continued  con-  'locate, 
fidence  and  support  of  the  whole  Church." 

11th  Resolution  read,  and  laid  on  the  table. 

A  motion  was  made  to  take  up  Report,  No.  1,  on  Sun-  Report  on  Sun- 
day Schools  and  Tracts.  Sf  °°''  "'"'* 

It  was  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table.     Lost. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  read  item  by  item,  and  adopted. 
(See  Appendix,  M,  pages  156,  157.) 

The  following  motion  was  carried : 

Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  elect  the  Editor  of  Mitor^of  Month- 
the  Montlily  Magazine  and  Tracts,  and  Corresponding  Sec-  TractirandCor- 
retary  of  the  Tract  Society.  reta^'l'r'Trract 

M.  Raymond,  A.  M.  Osbon,  and  L.  Hitchcock  were  ap-  Society, 
pointed  tellers.     After  collecting  the  ballots,  they  retired 
with  one  of  the  secretaries  to  count. 

The  tellers  returned,  and  the  chair  declared  Abel  Ste-  Abel  Stevens. 
Tens  to  be  elected  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine  and 
Editor  of  the  Tracts. 

On  motion,  it  was  ordered  that  we  now  proceed  to  the  Editor  of  Caiifor- 
election  of  the  Editor  of  the  Cahfornia  Christian  Advocate,  ldyoca™*° 
by  rising  and  count  vote. 

J.  P.  Durbin  nominated  S,  D.  Simonds,  and,  on   count,  s.  D.  Slmonds. 
he  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  California  Chris- 
tian Advocate. 

Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  Assist-  Assistant  Book 
ant  Book  Agent  at  Cmcinnati.  dfnati.'"  ^'°' 

Adopted. 

C.  Brooks,  S.  D.  Brown,  W.  H.  Collins,  were  appointed 
tellers. 

After  collecting  the  ballots,  the  tellers  retired,  with  one 
of  the  secretaries,  to  count  the  vote. 

On  motion,  the  Conference  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Editor  of  Ladies' 
Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository.  ''^^°^'  ^^' 

The  chair  appointed  E.  Thomson,  G.  Rutledge,  W. 
Reddy,  tellers,  who,  with  one  of  the  secretaries,  retired  to 
count  the  votes. 

Resolved,  That  we  now  proceed  to  the  election  of  the  Commissioners 
men  to  be  added  to  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  and "° 
New- York,  to  act  as  Commissioners  in  attending  to  the 
Chm-ch  Suit. 

The  chair  appomted  Jas.  Porter,  S.  T.  Gillett,  and  J.  B. 
Morgan,  tellers. 

Ordered,  to  ballot  for  the  New- York  Commissioners  first. 

The  tellers  reported  no  election  for  Assistant  Agent  of 
the  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

Another  vote  was  taken. 
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Editor  of  the 
Pittsburgh 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 


May  29.  The  tellers  reported  no  election  for  Editor  of  the  Ladies' 

Repository. 
Balloted  again. 

Resolved,  To  proceed  to  elect  an  Editor  for  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate. 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  said  Editor  by  count  vote. 
Homer  J.  Clarice      T.  M.  Hudson  nominated  Homer  J.  Clarke,  and,  on  count, 
elected.  ^^  ^^^  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh 

Christian  Advocate. 
Eeport  of  Com-      J.  Young  presented  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
raenrto  Bishop  monument  to  the  memory  of  Bishop  M'Kendree,  which  was 
M'Kendree.       j-gad  and  adopted. 

The  following  is  the  resolution : — 

"  Resolved,  That  there  be  a  committee  of  three  members 
of  this  General  Conference  appointed  to  circulate  subscrip- 
tion books  among  the  ministry,  membership,  and  friends  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church ;  and,  as  soon  as  in  their 
judgment  a  sufficient  amount  may  be  secured,  they  shall 
co-operate  with  any  Committee  which  may  be  appointed 
by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  the  erection 
of  such  monument  as  the  judgment  of  the  joint- committee 
may  approve,  and  the  funds  they  may  have  secured  will 
justify ;  and  make  their  report  to  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence in  1856. 

"J.  Young,  Chairman." 


Commissioners 
at  New- York. 


O.  Feck  and  J. 
Davis. 


Brother  Stover. 


The  tellers  reported  a  second  time  no  choice  of  Assistant 
Book  Agent  for  Cincinnati. 

Voted  again. 

The  tellers  reported  again  no  choice  of  Editor  of  the 
Ladies'  Repository. 

Balloted  again. 

W.  M.  Dailey  moved.  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn 
to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballotings  for  Com- 
missioners at  New- York. 

The  chair  declared  George  Peck  and  John  Davis  to  be 
elected,  and  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot  for  one  more, 
to  complete  the  number  three. 

Resolved,  To  reconsider  the  vote  fixing  the  case  of  brother 
Stover,  who  lost  money  sent  to  Agents  at  New- York  by 
mail.     Carried. 

J.  A.  Collins  offered  the  following : — 

Resolved,  That  his  application  be  placed  on  the  same 
basis  as  was  that  of  brother  Haughawouts,  by  the  action 
of  the  General  Conference. 

Adopted. 

The  tellers  reported  a  third  time  no  election  of  Assistant 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati, 

Balloted  afjain. 
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H.  Slicer  offered  the  following  : —  May  29. 

"  Whereas  the  Discipline  authorizes  the  Annual  Confer-  Bishop  Scou. 
ence,  by  a  committee  and  the  sanction  of  the  Conference, 
to  make  an  estimate  for  the  support  of  a  Bishop  who  re- 
sides within  its  bounds,  and 

"  Whereas  the  Philadelphia  Conference,  within  whose 
bounds  it  is  understood  Bishop  Scott  will  reside,  will  not 
meet  again  till  the  spring  of  1853  ;  therefore 

"  Rcsoloed,  That  the  Philadelphia  delegation  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  authorized  to  make  an  estimate  for  Bishop 
Scott's  support  for  the  present  year ;  and  that  the  Book  "' 

Agents  be  directed  to  pay  the  same. 

"  H.  Slicer, 
"J.  Davis." 

J.  Davis  moved,  That,  as  our  Episcopacy  is  a  unit,  our  common  seal  for 
Bishops  have  a  common  seal,  and  the  Bishops  be  author-     '*  °^^" 
ized  to  select  such  motto   and  device  as  they  may  deem 
appropriate.     Carried. 

The  tellers  reported  that  William  C.  Larrabee  received  a  Editor  of  Ladies' 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Re-  depository, 
pository.     Whereupon 

The  chair  declared  that  William  C.  Larrabee  was  elected  w.  c.  Larrabee. 
Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repositoiy  and  of  the  books  of  the 
General  Catalogue  at  Cincinnati. 

The  session  was  prolonged  to  one  o'clock. 

Conference  proceeded  to  vote  for  Commissioners  for  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  tellers  reported  the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Assistant  Adam  Poe. 
Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati ;  and  the  chair  announced  Adam 
Poe  elected  Assistant  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

The  report  of  a  Special  Committee  on  a  Court  of  Appeals,  court  of  Appeal, 
to  whom  the  several  papers  on  the  subject  were  refen-ed, 
reported,  and  presented  a  plan,  which  was  read,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.     (See  App.  X,  p.  195.) 

L.  Clark  asked  the  Conference  to  restore  the  papers  pre- 
sented by  him  on  this  subject.     Granted. 

Also,  granted  to  other  brethren  to  take  the  plans  sub- 
mitted by  them. 

C.  Kingsley  presented  a  paper  touching  a  change  in  the  Slavery, 
section  of  the  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  slavery.     Laid 
on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

The  tellers  reported,  and  the  chair  announced,  that  J.  F.  J.  F.  Wright  and 
Wright  and  E.  Thomson  were  elected  Commissioners  of  comnlis^onera 
the  Church  Suit  at  Cincinnati.  at  Cincinnati. 

The  Conference  rescinded  the  vote  by  which  it  resolved  to 
elect  Commissioners  of  the  Church  Suit  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati. 

Resolved,  That  we  elect  the  third  member  of  the  Com- 
missioners for  Cincinnati  by  count  vote. 
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May  29.  M.  Marley  was  nominated,  and,  on  count,  the  chair  de-  i 

M.  Marley.         clared  him  elected  the  third  Commissioner. 
John  s.  Porter.       The  tellers  reported  that  John  S.  Porter  had  a  majority  \ 
of  all  the  votes  cast. 

Whereupon  the  chair  declared  John  S.  Porter  one  of  the 
Commissioners  on  the  Church  Suit  at  New- York. 
Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  E.  E.  Griswold. 

MONDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31. 

May  3L  Bishop  Waugh  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  conducted  by  U. 
Heath,  the  journal  of  the  preceding  session  was  read,  cor- 
rected, and  approved. 

The  Conference  proceeded  with  the  order  of  the  day, 
viz.,  the  reports  of  standing  committees. 
Committee  on         The  Committee  on  Education  reported.     (Page  165.) 
Education.  .jj^^  reading  of  the  tabular  portion  of  the  report  Avas  or- 

dered to  be  dispensed  with,  and  this  part  of  the  report  was 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

Certain  alterations  were  suggested  by  J.  M'Clintock,  and 
admitted  by  the  Committee,  and  the  report,  the  previous 
qxiestion  having  been  ordered,  was  adopted. 
J.V.Watson.         The  credentials  of  James  V.  Watson,  reser\'e  delegate 
from  Michigan  Conference,  were  read,  and  brother  Watson 
took  his  seat  in  place  of  D.  D.  Whedon,  who  had  left  the 
city. 
Report  of   the      The  order  of  business  was  suspended  for  the  purpose  of 
ReXi^*'   on  calling  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  which 
Pews  and  Free  was  read,  also  the  substitute  for  the  report. 
Seats.  Q  Elliott  moved,  That  the  whole  subject  be  postponed 

till  the  General  Conference  of  1856. 

A.  M.  Osbon  moved,  that  the  motion  of  C.  Elliott  be 
laid  upon  the  table. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  the  call  Avas  sus- 
tained— and,  on  voting,  there  were,  yeas  100,  nays  56,  as 
follows : — 

Yeas.—Q.  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C. 
Lyon,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  L.  Clark,  J.  H.  Perry,  B.  Creagh, 
S.  Landon,  E.  E.  Griswold,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M.  Hall,  A. 
Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J.  PVazer, 
R,  Wescott,  E.  Thomas,  P.  E.  Brown,  I.  Chamberlayne, 
M.  Crow,  G.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  H.  N.  Seaver,  D.  Holmes, 
S.  Comfort,  D.  W.  Bristol,  J.  Parks,  W.  Reddy,  L.  Sperry, 
E.  B.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snvder,  C.  Kingsley,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
E.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  H.  Whallon,  G.  Gary,  H.  Mattison,  I. 
L.  Hunt,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  Holmes,  L.  Hitchcock, 
S.  P.  Keyes,  R.  Haney,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H.  Pilcher,  F.  B. 
Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  J.  V.  Watson,  T.  M.  Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke, 
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A.  Magee,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  P.  Dur-  May  31. 
bin,  T.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Barnes,  J.  M'Clintock,  D.  P.  Kid- 
der, G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  T. 
M'Carroll,  L.  W.  Berry,  J.  Daniel,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers, 
H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Brooks,  J.  G.  Dimmitt,  G.  Webber,  J.  H. 
Jenne,  C.  C.  Cone,  S.  Allen,  A.  Sanderson,  N.  D.  George, 
W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A.  Moore,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  A.  T.  Bullard, 
E.  Adams,  E.  Scott,  E.  Mason,  J.  Spaulding,  D.  Patten,  A. 
Stevens,  W.  T.  Harlow,  E.  Benton,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M. 
Raymond,  C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  J.  Porter,  A.  Binney. 

Nays.— P.  Rice,  J.  Z.  Nichols,  B.  Griffen,  W.  Hosmer, 
H.  Kinsley,  W.  Patterson,  B.  S.  Hill,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J. 
Chandler,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Davis,  xV.  Griffith, 
J.  A.  Collins,  H.  Slicer,"S.  S.  Roszell,  J,  Bear,  B.  N.  Brown, 
J.  A.  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  J.  Coil,  J.  Cunningham,  J.  M, 
Trimble,  J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  J.  F.  Wright, 
U.  Heath,  Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  A.  M.  Lorraine,  M.  Mar- 
ley,  R.  0.  Spencer,  E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  White- 
man,  T.  Barkdull,  J.  Quigley,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  A.  Poe,  W. 
M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens,  E.  Whitten,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L. 
Smith,  S.  T.  Gillett,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts, 
P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Corrington,  G.  Rutledge, 
S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  C.  Adams. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Ordered,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  this  after- 
noon at  3  o'clock. 

The  acceptance  of  the  substitute,  by  W.  Reddy,  being 
before  the  Conference, 

C.  K.  True  moved  the  previous  question.     Lost. 

The  Conference  adjourned,  J.  A.  Collins  having  the  floor. 

Prayer  by  J.  Daniel. 

Monday  Afternoon. 

Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  J.  V.  Watson, 
the  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 

On  motion,  the  order  of  the  day  was  taken  up. 

A.  Griffith  moved  to  lay  the  order  of  the  day  upon  the  Expenses  of    J. 
table,  to  afford  him  an  opportunity  to  offer  the  resolution  ^'  ^°^®'"- 
that  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  directed  to  pay  the 
moving  expenses  of  J.  H.  Power  to  his  future  field  of 
labour. 

The  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  prevailed,  as  also  the 
resolution  to  pay  the  moving  expenses  of  J.  H.  Power. 

Brothers  Beixy,  Hunter,  and  Gary,  had  liberty  to  change 
their  votes  on  the  question  voted  upon  this  morning  by 
yeas  and  nays. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  again  taken  up.  Report  of  Com- 

After  further  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  moved  ™sais^on"p^9 

and  lost.  and  Free  Seats. 
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May  31.  After  further  discussion,  the  previous  question  was  again 

moved,  and  carried. 

And  the  question  being  on  the  reception  of  the  substitute, 
the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for,  and  it  was  carried,  as 
follows : — 

Yeas.—Q.  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C. 
Lyon,  J,  Z.  Nichols,  N.  Bangs,  Heman  Bangs,  L.  Clark,  B. 
Creagh,  S.  Landon,  E.  E.  Griswold,  S.  D.  Brown,  B.  M. 
Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D.  Starks,  J. 
Frazer,  R.  Wescott,  P.  E.  Brown,  I.  Chamberlayne,  W. 
Hosmer,  M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  J.  G.  Gulick,  H.  N.  Seaver, 
D.  Holmes,  S.  Comfort,  D.  W.  Bristol,  J.  Parks,  W.  Reddv, 
L.  Sperry,  E.  B.  Tennev,  J.  M.  Snyder,  C.  Kingsley,  W.  H. 
Hunter,  B.  S.  Hill,  E.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  H.  Whallon,  G.  Gary, 
H.  Mattison,  J.  L.  Hunt,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  Holmes, 
L.  Hitchcock,  S.  P.  Keves,  R.  Hanev,  W.  H.  Collins,  E.  H. 
Pilcher,  F.  B.  Bangs,  R.  Sapp,  J.  V.  Watson,  T.  M.  Hud- 
son, A.  Magee,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield,  F.  Hodgson,  J. 
P.  Durbin,  Thos.  J.  Thompson,  W.  Barnes,  J.  Cunningham, 

D.  P.  Kidder,  G.  F.  Brown,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers, 
W.  Nast,  J.  Marsee,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  H.  W.  Reed, 
J.  Brooks,  J.  G.  Diramitt,  G.  Webber,  J.  H.  Jenne,  S.  Allen, 
A.  Sanderson,  N.  D.  George,  W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A.  Church, 
A.  Moore,  J.  C.  Aspinwall,  E.  Adams,  E.  Scott.  R.  Dear- 
born, J.  Spaulding,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  W.  T.  Harlow, 

E.  Benton,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond,  C.  K.  True, 
J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams,  A.  Binney. 

Nays.—?.  Rice,  B.  Griffen,  J.  H.  Perry,  E.  Thomas,  C, 
Kingsley,  H.  Kinsley,  W.  Patterson,  A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Chand- 
ler, E.  H.  Pilcher,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Davis, 

A.  Griffith,  J.  A.  Colhns,  H.  Sheer,  S.  S.  Roszell,  J.  Bear, 

B.  N.  Brown,  J.  A.  Gere,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett,  H. 
J.  Clarke,  J.  Coil,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G. 
W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F.  Wright,  U.  Heath,  Z.  Con- 
nell,  C.  Brooks,  A.  M.  Lon-aine,  M.  Mcirley,  R.  0.  Spencer, 
E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power,  H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  J. 
Quigley,  H.  M.  Shaffer,  A.  Poe,  W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Havens, 
E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  G.  M.  Beswick,  J.  L.  Smith,  S. 
T.  Gillett,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  Daniel,  J.  H.  Hopkins,  C.  J. 
Houts,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B.  Conington,  G.  Rut- 
ledge,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M.  Tichnell,  C.  Adams,  A. 
Binney. 

So  the  substitute  was  accepted. 

The  question  being  upon  the  adoption  of  the  substitute* 
and  the  yeas  and  nays  being  called,  there  were  yeas  98, 
nays  55. 

Yeas.—Gr.  Peck,  P.  P.  Sandford,  A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  C.  Lyon, 
J.  Z.  Nichols,  E.  Adams,  E.  Scott,  E.  Mason,  S.  D.  Brown, 
B.  M.  Hall,  A.  Witherspoon,  J.  Clark,  T.  Benedict,  D. 
Starks,  J.  Frazer,  R.  Wescott,  N.  Bangs,  H.  Bangs,  B. 
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Creagh,  J.  H.  Perry,  E.  E.  Griswold,  S.  Landon,  N.  D.  May  31. 
George,  W.  H.  Pillsbury,  A.  Church,  A.  Moore,  T.  M. 
Hudson,  H.  J.  Clarke,  A.  Magee,  W.  Hunter,  S.  Wakefield, 
J.  C.  Aspinwall,  C.  Hobart,  H.  Summers,  G.  Gary,  J.  L. 
Hunt,  H.  Mattison,  A.  J.  Phelps,  G.  Baker,  B.  Holmes,  S. 
Allen,  A.  Sanderson,  J.  H.  Jenne,  B.  S.  Hill,  W.  H.  Hunter, 
E.  J.  L.  Baker,  J.  A.  Whallon,  L.  Hitchcock,  R.  Haney,  S. 
P.  Keyes,  D.  Holmes,  E.  Bowen,  D.  W.  Bristol,  W.  Reddy, 
L.  Sperry,  J.  Parks,  E.  P.  Tenney,  J.  M.  Snyder,  S.  Com- 
fort, H.  W.  Reed,  J.  Brooks,  J.  G.  Dimmitt,  W.  Hosmer, 
M.  Crow,  J.  Dennis,  H.  N.  Seaver,  J.  Marsee,  W.  H.  Col- 
lins, E.  H.  Pilcher,  E.  M'Clure,  F.  B.  Bangs,  E.  Thomas, 
I.  Chamberlayne,  P.  E.  Brovvn,  J.  V.  Watson,  R.  Sapp, 
W.  Nast,  F.  Hodgson,  J.  P.  Durbin,  W.  Barnes,  T.  J. 
Thompson,  J.  Cunningham,  G.  F.  BroAvn,  D.  P.  Kidder, 
J.  S.  Porter,  J.  Lewis,  J.  Ayers,  D.  Patten,  A.  Stevens,  E. 
Benton,  W.  H.  Harlow,  D.  Webb,  D.  Wise,  M.  Raymond, 
C.  K.  True,  J.  Hascall,  C.  Adams,  A.  Binney. 

Nays.— P.  Rice,  B.  Griffen,  S.  G.  J.  Worthington,  M. 
Tichnell,  J.  Coil,  C.  Kingsley,  W.  Patterson,  H.  Kinsley, 
A.  E.  Phelps,  J.  Chandler,'  E.  Thomson,  J.  H.  Power, 
H.  Whiteman,  T.  Barkdull,  J.  Quigley,  A.  Poe,  H.  M.  Shaf- 
fer, G.  M.  Beswick,  W.  H.  Goode,  J.  L.  Smith,  S.  T.  Gil- 
lett,  J.  Daniel,  J.  Hopkins,  C.  J.  Houts,  J.  S.  Trimble, 
J.  Young,  C.  Elliott,  G.  W.  Walker,  G.  Moody,  J.  F. 
Wright,  U.  Heath,  Z.  Connell,  C.  Brooks,  R.  0.  Spencer, 
M.  j\Iarley,  A.  M.  Lorraine,  P.  Akers,  P.  Cartwright,  J.  B. 
Corrington,  G.  Rutledge,  P.  Kuhl,  W.  M.  Dailey,  J.  Ha- 
vens, E.  Whitten,  L.  W.  Berry,  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  A.  Grif- 
fith, J.  Da\is,  H.  Slicer,  N.  Wilson,  J.  Bear,  J.  A.  Collins, 
J.  A.  Gere,  S.  S.  Roszell,  A.  A.  Reese,  C.  B.  Tippett,  B. 
M.  Brown,  J.  Porter. 

The  substitute  was  accordingly  adopted,  and  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  Change  in  the 
to  strike  out  of  the  Discipline  the  question  and  answer  ^'s^ipime. 
found  on  page  71,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

Quest.  2d.  "  Is  there  any  exception  to  the  rule.  Let  the 
men  and  women  sit  apart  ? 

"  Ans.  There  is  no  exception.  Let  them  sit  apart  in  all 
our  churches." 

Also,  that  they  be  instructed  to  strike  out  of  the  Disci- 
pline the  4th  Answer  to  Question  1st,  of  Sec.  1,  Chap,  iii. 
Part.  Ill,  on  page  158,  in  these  words,  to  wit: 

"  As  it  is  contrary  to  our  economy  to  build  houses  with 
pews  to  sell  or  rent,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  several  An- 
nual Conferences  to  use  their  influence  to  prevent  houses 
from  being  so  built  in  future ;  and,  as  far  as  possible,  to 
make  those  houses  free  which  have  been  already  built  with 
pews." 
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May  31.  Also,  that  answer  1  on  page  156  be  altered  so  as  to  read 

as  follows : — 

"Let  all  our  churches  be  built  plain  and  decent,  and 
with  free  seats  wherever  practicable." 

Moved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  this  evening 
at  7i  o'clock. 
Court  of  Appeals.      The  report  of  the  Committee  on  an  Appeal  Conference 
was  taken  up. 

H.  Mattison  presented  a  substitute. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  whole  business  on  the 
table  for  the  present.     Carried. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  prevailed. 

Benediction  by  G.  Peck. 

Monday  Evening. 

Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

After  the  usual  religious  services,  led  by  S.  P.  Keyes,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected  and  approved. 

The  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  indefinitely. 

The  Committee  on  the  Re\'ision  of  the  Catechism  reported. 

The  report*  was  adopted,  except  so  far  as  related  to  the 
alteration  of  the  Discipline. 

The  Committee  for  nominating  the  Book  Committee  at 
Cinciimati  reported  their  nominations  : — 


Revision  of  tlie 
Catechism. 


Committee    for 
nominating 
Booli  Commit- 


Cincinnati  Conference, 
Ohio 

North  Ohio 

North  Indiana  " 

Michigan  " 

Illinois  " 

Indiana  " 


G.  W.  Walker, 
J.  M.  Trimble, 
J.  H.  Power, 
W.  H.  Goode, 
R.  Sapp, 
P.  Cartwright, 
L.  W.  Berry. 


The  Committee  for  nominating  the  Book  Committee  at 
New- York  reported  their  nominations : — 


"  This  document  recapitulated  the  plan  of  the  Catechisms,  as  set 
forth  in  the  Report  of  the  Editor  of  Sunday-school  publications. 
(See  Appendix,  R,  p.  170.) 

It  also  stated  that  the  Committee  had  carefully  examined  the 
Catechisms  submitted  to  their  inspection ;  and,  on  examination, 
approved  both  of  the  plan  and  mode  of  execution. 

Four  resolutions  were  appended  to  the  Report. 

The  first  gave  the  official  sanction  of  the  General  Conference  to 
the  new  Catechisms. 

The  second  ordered  the  immediate  publication  of  Nos.  1  and  2. 

The  third  directed  the  completion  of  No.  3  by  the  Sunday-School 
Editor,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Committee  on  the  Catechism 
as  heretofore  appointed  by  the  Book  Committee,  Bishop  Scott  be- 
ing added  to  the  same. 

The  fourth  related  to  the  catechising  of  children,  and  was  re- 
quired to  lay  over  one  day  by  a  rule  of  order.  It  was  subsequently 
passed.     (See  p.  112.) 
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Maine  Conference,  S.  Allen,  May  31. 

East  Genesee  "  M.  Crow, 

Black  River      "  G.  Gary, 

New- York        "  G.  Peck, 

New-England  "  J.  Porter, 

Philadelphia     "  T.  J.  Thompson, 

Baltimore         "  C.  B.  Tippett. 

The  above  nominations  were  accepted. 
B.  GrifFen  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopted : — 
"  Resolved,  That  the  dividend  from  the  Book  Concern  and  Division  of  divi- 
Chartered  Fund,  for  the  current  year,  that  was  made  to  the  concern™  and 
Oneida  Conference,  be  equally  divided  between  the  Oneida  chai_tered 
and  Wyoming  Conferences ;  and  that  for  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, be  divided  equally  between  the  lUinois  and  Southern 
Illinois  Conferences ;   and  that  for  the  Indiana  Conference, 
be  equally  divided  between  the  Indiana  and  South-East  In- 
diana Conferences ;    and  that  for  the  North  Indiana  [Con- 
ference be  equally  divided  between  the  North  Indiana  and 
the]  North- West  Indiana  Conferences ;    and  that  for  the 
Ohio  Conference,  be  equally  divided  between  the  Ohio  and 
Cincinnati  Conferences.  "  P.  Rice, 

"B.  Griffen." 

The  Committee  appointed  to  solicit  funds  to  erect  a  mon-  Monument  at 
ument  at  Mount  Olivet  to  our  deceased  Bishops,  reported  ^^°'"''  ^"'■^*- 
that  they  had  received  $127;  and  H.  Slicer  was  dh-ected 
to  pay  over  the  funds  collected  for  the  monument  to  the 
Trustees  of  Baltimore  city  stations. 

A  motion  to  reconsider  the  report  on  the  German  work  German  Work. 
was  carried. 

On  motion  of  W.  Nast,  the  Pittsburgh,  North  Ohio,  and 
Cincinnati  German  districts  were  detached  from  the  Ohio 
Conference,  and  connected  with  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

J.  Young  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

Brother   Benton   presented    the   following,    which  was  Change  in  the 
adopted:—  T^i^o^n,. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  admitted  in  the  Disci- 
pline : — 

"There  shall  be  an  Editor  at  New- York  of  the  Monthly  Editor  of  Month- 
Magazine  and  Tracts,  who  shall  also  be  CoiTesponding  Sec-  ^^  ^^s^^^""^- 
retary  of  the  Tract  Society ;  and  who,  if  chosen  from  the 
travelling  preachers,  shall  be  a  member  of  such  Conference 
as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Bishop,  select. 

"E.  Benton, 
"  N.  D.  George." 

A  motion  to  take  up  that  part  of  the  report  on  Itinerancy 
relating  to  presiding  eldership,  was  laid  on  the  table, 

A.  J.  Phelps  presented  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 
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May  31.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  193,  be  so  amended 

^DhcfpUne    ^^^    ^^  *°  ^^^^  ^^  follows  : — 

"  But  in  the  case  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate, 
the  Publishing  Committee  shall  be  appointed  by  the  Oneida, 
Genesee,  East  Genesee,  Black  River,  and  Wyoming  Con- 
ferences, and  shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  of 
those  Conferences,  to  be  chosen  annually." 

R.  0.  Spencer  submitted  the  following,  which  was  adopt- 
ed:— 
Superannuated  "  Resolved,  as  the  scnse  of  this  General  Conference,  That 
widows^  o^fde^  *^^®  Superannuated  preachers,  and  widows  of  deceased 
ceased  preach-  preachers,  who  have  been  claimants  on  the  funds  of  the 
fn ohioConfer-  Ohio  Conference,  be  attached  severally  to  the  Conference 
ence.  (Ohio,  Cincinnati,  or  Kentucky)  in  which  they  now  reside, 

or  to  which  their  residence  is  nearest. 

"R.  0.  Spencer, 

"  A.  M.  LORRAIN, 

"  G.  W.  Walker." 

Eeport  of  Com-  Moved,  To  take  up  the  report  of  Committee  on  Revisals, 
visais^  °^     ^'  'which  relates  to  infant  baptism. 

Moved,  To  amend,  by  taking  up  Report  No.  2  of  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

The  motion  to  take  up  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Eeport  of  Com-      Moved,  To  take  up  that  part  of  the  report  of  the  Com- 

mittee  on  Tern-      .  m  t    i-i  i  -i 

porai  Economy,  mittee  on  iemporal  Jiconomy  that  proposes  a  change  of 
Change  of  Disci-  Discipline  in  respect  to  the  appointment  of  Circuit  Stewards. 
^  '"'^'  A  motion  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table,  and  on  the  ques- 

tion of  taking  up  the  report,  was  lost. 

The  Report  No.  5,  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  was 
taken  up. 

Motion  to  adjourn  lost. 
The  first  resolution  of  the  report  pending, 
B.  M.  Hall  presented  the  following  substitute,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table  : — 
Course  of  study      Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are,  request- 
m^  oca  preac  -  ^^  ^^  prepare  and  prescribe  a  couj-se  of  study  for  applicants 
for  admission  into  the  travelling  connexion,  and  also  for 
local  deacons  and  elders. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  first  resolution  on  the  table,  was  lost. 
A  motion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 

N.  Wilson  submitted  the  following,  as  a  substitute  for 
the  first  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  prepare  a 
course  of  study,  which  local  preachers  shall  be  recommend- 
ed to  pursue  previous  to  the  reception  of  deacon's  and 
elder's  orders. 

A  motion  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table  was  lost. 
N.  Bangs  called  for  the  previous  question,  which  was 
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On  motion,  the  substitute  was  accepted  and  adopted.  May  31. 

Resolution  2d,  of  the  report,  was  adopted. 

J.  A.  CoUins  submitted  the  following  resolutions  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  due,  Vote  of  thanks 
and  are  hereby  cordially  given,  to  the  members  of  our  of  Boston  and 
Church,  and  other  citizens   of  Boston  and  vicinity,  who  '^"'cinity. 
have  so  kindly  and  hospitably  entertained  the  members 
thereof  during  its  session. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  vote  of  thanks 
due,  and  are  hereby  given,  to  those  ministers  of  other  re-  denomTnatfons.' 
ligious  denominations,  who  so  kindly  tendered  the  use  of 
their  pulpits  to  the  members  thereof  during  its  present  ses- 
sion ;  and  that  it  will  be  highly  gratifying  to  us,  whenever 
the  occasion  presents,  to  reciprocate  their  Christian  courtesy. 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  General  Conference  are  Vote  of  thanks  to 
due,  and  are  hereby  cordially  given,  to  the  Mayor  and  au-  o^f Bostom""^^ 
thorities  of  Boston,  for  the  attention  and  pohteness  extend- 
ed by  them  to  the  members  thereof  at  the  present  session; 
and  also  to  the  officers  and  principals  of  various  institutions, 
for  kindly  and  politely  inviting  its  members  to  visit  the  same. 

Resolved,  That  the    books  sent   by   publishers   to  our  Books  sent  to  the 
Editors  for  review  and  notice  be  disposed  of  in  such  way      ^^^^' 
as,  in  their  judgment,  may  be  most  promotive  of  the  inter- 
ests of  the  periodicals  imder  their  charge  respectively. 

A  vote  of  thanks  was  given  to  the  Secretaries,  for  the  Thanks  to  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  arduous  duties.  Secretaries. 

All  the  above  resolutions,  with  the  vote  of  thanks  to  the 
Secretaries,  were  passed  by  a  rising  vote. 

J.  Clark  called  attention  to  the  address  to  the  British  ^^^^^f^l  confer^ 
Conference,  and,  on   his  motion.  Bishop  Waugh  was  re-  ence. 
quested  to  address  the  Conference  on  the  subject  of  its 
business,  and  of  our  adjournment. 

Bishop  Waugh  accordingly  addressed  the  Conference. 

Resolved,  That  Bishop  Waugh  be  requested  to  prepare 
and  present  to  the  Conference  such  items  of  business  as 
are  important  to  be  acted  upon,  as  to  subject  and  manner. 
Carried. 

Moved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  it  be  to  meet  at  1^  o'clock. 

Amended  by  striking  out  "  Y|,"  and  inserting  "  8.  " 
Carried. 

W.  M.  Dailey  moved,  That  we  adjoiim  to-morrow  at 
12^  o'clock,  sine  die.     Laid  on  the  table. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Ames. 

TUESDAY,  JUNE  1. 

Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair.  june  i. 

After  the  usual  religious  exercises,  led  by  Z.  Connell,  the 
journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
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Juno  1.  On  motion,  the  name  of  L.  W.  Berry  was  added  to  the 

L.  w.  Berry  add-  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 

Committee.  "^  Tlie  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  fraternal  letter  to 
the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church  in  England,  was  read,  a 
small  correction  made,  and  the  report  adopted.  (See 
Apj)endix,  U,  p,  177.) 

G.  Peck  offered  the  following : — 
Messenger  to  be      Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  select  a  mes- 
teh  Conference,  senger  to  visit  the  British  Conference,  at  farthest,  in  1853, 
if  they  shall  judge  it  expedient. 
Carried. 
Report  of    the      The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Pastoral  Address 
SiTXtoV  was  read,  and  adopted.     (See  App.  N,  p.  158.) 
Address.  Resolved,  That  preachers  in  charge  of  circuits  and  sta- 

tions are  requested  to  appoint  special  meetings,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  having  the  Pastoral  Address  read  to  the  members 
of  the  Church  and  congregation,  and  made  the  subject  of 
suitable  remarks  and  exhortations. 

Several  alterations  were  admitted  by  the  mover  of  the 
resolution. 

H.  Slicer  moved,  as  a  substitute,  the  original,  as  written 
above.     Admitted,  and  the  substitute  adopted. 
Report  of  Com-      The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Catechism  was  taken 
SiUhk*"   ^^'  up,  and  the  following  offered  : — 

"  We  recommend  renewed  and  more  energetic  attention 
to  the  work  of  catechising  the  young ;  and  that,  as  a  means 
of  securing  it,  we  enlarge  Ans.  3,  Chap,  vi.  Part  I,  of  the 
Discipline,  by  adding  the  following  words  : — '  Let  the 
preachers,  also,  publicly  catechise  the  children  in  the  Sun- 
day schools,  and  at  special  meetings  appointed  for  that 
purpose.' 

"  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  each  preacher,  in  connexion 
with  reporting  the  Sunday-school  statistics  at  each  Quar- 
terly Conference,  to  state  to  what  extent  he  has  publicly 
and  privately  catechised  the  children."  • 

N.  Wilson  moved  to  amend,  by  so  altering  the  resolu- 
tion as  to  say,  "  the  preachers  shall  see,"  &c.  Laid  on  the 
table. 

A  motion  to  divide  the  question  failed,  and. 
On  motion,  the  resolution  was  adopted. 
A  motion  to  receive  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals  failed,  and, 
Report  of  Com-      On  motion,  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
^^EconX  Economy  was  taken  up.     (See  App.  P,  p.  164.) 
Resolved,  That  it  be  presented  item  by  item. 
First  resolution  read  and  adopted. 
Change  of  the       "  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  III,  Chap,  iii.  Sec.  1, 
Diacipiine.        q^^^   ^^  ^^^   ^-^^  ^^  altered  as  to  read,  '  Each  Annual 
Conference  shall   pay  its    proportional   part  towards   the 
allowance  for  the  widows  and  orphans  of  Bishops.' 


H: 
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"  Also,  that  Ans.  4th  of  the  same  section  be  amended       June  i. 
by  the  addition  of  these  words  : — '  And  also  for  the  amount  Expenses  of  the 
of  their  quarterage  and  travelling  expenses.'     Making  the  ^'^^"P^- 
fourth  answer  to  read,  *  Each  Annual  Conference,  in  which 
a  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  may  reside,  shall  annually  appoint  a 
committee  of  three  or  more,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  esti- 
mate the  amoimt  necessary  to  furnish  a  house,  fuel  and 
table  expenses,  for  said  Bishop,  or  Bishops,  subject  to  the 
action  of  the  Conference.    And  they  are  authorized  to  draw 
on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also 
for  the  amount  of  their  quarterage  and  travelling  expenses." 

H.  Bangs  offered,  as  an  amendment,  the  following  : — 

"  The  entire  allowance  for  each  Presiding  Elder,  shall  be 
estimated  by  a  committee,  composed  of  one  steward  from 
each  circuit  and  station  in  the  District,  to  be  selected  from 
among  the  stewards  by  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference, 
who  shall  meet  annually,  at  the  call  of  the  Presiding  Elder, 
who  shall  preside  in  such  meeting;  and  the  committee  so 
provided  shall  make  the  estimate  and  apportion  it  among 
the  several  circuits  and  stations  according  to  their  respec- 
tive ability ;  and  the  apportionment  so  made,  shall  be  paid 
by  the  stewards  of  the  circuits  and  stations,  in  quarterly 
instalments."     Laid  on  the  table. 

The  second  resolution  was  read. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  resolution, 

"That  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  iii,  paragraph  5,  Change  of  the 
page  174,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus,  beginning  in  '^"^'^ 
the  second  line  from  the  top  :  '  Out  of  the  moneys  so 
collected  and  brought  to  the  respective  Annual  Confer- 
ences, let  the  various  allowances  agreed  upon  in  the  second 
section  be  made  up  ;  but  each  Annual  Conference  shall 
have  full  power  to  determine,  by  a  vote  of  two-thu-ds 
of  all  the  members  present  and  voting,  who,  among  the 
superannuated  and  superniunerary  preachers,  and  the  wid- 
ows and  orphans  of  deceased  preachers  belonging  to  the 
Conference,  shall  be  claimants  on  the  funds  of  said  Confer- 
ence, and  what  amount  each  claimant  shall  receive  from 
year  to  year.'  "    Adopted. 

J.  A.  Collins  moved,  That  nothing  contained  in  the  fore- 
going action  shall  have  a  retrospective  action. 

The  call  for  the  yeas  and  nays  not  sustained.  Amend- 
ment laid  on  the  table. 

Gr.  Lane  made  a  commimication,  in  writing,  to  the  Gen-  Communicatton 
eral  Conference.  from  G.Lane 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 

Resolved,  That  brother  Lane's  moving  expenses  be  paid, 
also  his  salary  to  the  time  of  the  session  of  his  conference, 
which  will  be  the  7th  of  July. 

G.  Peck  moved  the  following,  which  was  adopted. 

Besolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  tendered  to  G.  Lane, 
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Jnne  1.       for  his  faithful  and  able  services  as  Book  Agent  for  the  last 
Vote  of  thanks  sixteen  years,  at  New- York, 

E.  H.  Pilcher  moved  the  following,  which  "was  adopted : — 
PubUshing  Com-  Resolved,  That  the  Publishing  Committee  for  the  North- 
Western' chris^  Western  Christian  Advocate,  be  authorized  to  estimate  the 
Man  Advocate,  amount  of  salary  for  the  editor  of  that  journal,  and  draw 
salary  of  the  the  Same  in  quarterly  instalments,  from  the  time  he  shall 
Editor.  enter  upon  his  duties. 

Resolved,  That  the  expenses  of  the  superintendents,  in 
visiting  the  California  and  Oregon  Conferences,  be  paid  from 
the  Book  Concern.  Laid  on  the  table. 
Expenses  of  the  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  request  the  man- 
to  Liberia.  ^°  agers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  take  such  measures  as  they  may  deem  most 
proper  to  pay  the  expenses  of  our  Superintendents,  in  vis- 
iting the  Liberia  Conference. 

P.  P.  Sandford  proposed  to  amend,  by  adding,  "  Cali- 
fornia and  Oregon."     Lost. 
The  resolution  was  adopted. 

T.  Carlton  moved  the  following,  which  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Whereas  the  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferen- 
ces for  the  present  year  have  been  determined,  and 

Whereas,  by  the  action  of  this  Conference,  an  important 
change  has  been  made  in  the  manner  of  paying  our  Bish- 
ops ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  during  the  coming  year  the  Bishops  draw 
their  support  as  heretofore. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : — 
»6i  70  withheld  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  instructed  to  with- 
al Conferences"  hold  from  those  Annual  Conferences,  which  are  to  meet 
during  the  present  Conference  year,  the  sum  of  sixty-one 
dollars  seventy  cents,  that  being  the  amount  paid  for 
the  use  of  the  Bishops  of  those  Conferences,  which  have 
had  their  sessions  before  the  meeting  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

A  motion  to  take  up  the  report  of  the  Appeal  Confer- 
ence failed. 
Report  No.  4  of      The  Conference  took  up  the  report  No.  4,  of  the  Com- 
5^™^^®  *"*  mittee  on  Revisals,  and  considered  it,  item  by  item. 

Resolved,  1.  That  the  phrase  "in  the  regular  itinerant 
work,"  page  45,  sixth  hne,  be  stricken  out. 

J.  C.  Ayers  moved,  as  a  substitute.  That  instead  of  strik- 
ing out,  add  after  the  work,  "  on  circuit  or  stations."  Ac- 
cepted and  adopted. 

A  motion  to  adjourn  to  meet  at  3  o'clock,  failed. 
A  motion  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  sine  die. 
Carried. 

Second  resolution  adopted. 

Resolved,    That   paragraph   4,  page   69,  be   amended 
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by  inserting,  after  the  word  "resides,"  the  following,  "for  junei 
his  Christian  character  and  faithful  performance  of  his 
ministerial  office."  Also,  that  the  same  paragraph  be 
further  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  or  in  neglect 
thereof,"  and  inserting  "and  in  neglect  of  the  above 
duties." 

Third  resolution  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  to  be  appointed  for  the 
purpose  of  re\dsing  and  publishing  the  Discipline,  be  direct- 
ed to  make  such  changes  in  the  verbiage  of  the  section  on 
the  Chartered  Fund,  as  may  be  necessary  to  accord  with 
the  changes  made  in  the  charter  of  the  institution. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  Temperance  reported.     (See  p.  163.)  Report  of  Com- 

The  report  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  j^jrafee!"  ^^™" 
printed  in  all  our  Chiuxh  papers. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  any 
extent,  as  a  beverage,  is  to  be  deeply  deplored,  and  depre- 
cated as  tending  to  the  forming  and  maturing  of  perni- 
cious habits,  and  leading,  by  natural  consequence,  to  diver- 
sified crime,  wide-spread  misery  and  the  final  ruin  of  vast 
multitudes  for  whom  Christ  has  died. 

"  2.  That  we  rejoice  greatly  in  the  recent  manifestations 
of  public  sentiment  on  this  subject ;  and  especially  that  God 
is  putting  it  in  the  hearts  of  civil  rulers  to  interpose  the 
authority  of  the  State  for  the  protection  of  society  against 
what  we  hold  to  be  an  enormous  social  wrong,  the  manu- 
facture and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks."     Adopted. 

"  3.  That  the  encoiu-aging  aspect  of  the  great  cause,  pre- 
sents no  just  occasion  for  relaxation  of  effort  on  the  part  of 
its  friends,  but,  on  the  contrary,  calls  upon  us  to  renew  our 
diligence  in  the  use  of  all  proper  means  to  spread  and  con- 
summate those  plans  so  ob\aously  traceable  to  a  propitious 
Providence,  and  so  richly  fraught  with  the  blessings  of 
peace  and  good  will  to  men."     Adopted. 

"A.  That  we  recommend  the  calm,  judicious,  but  firm 
and  impartial  enforcement  of  our  excellent  disciplinaiy  rules 
upon  this  subject."     Adopted. 

The  report  No.  2,  on  Sunday  Schools,  was  taken  up.        Report  No.  2  on 
_  '^Resolved,  1.  That  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday-school  Pub-  Sunday  schools, 
lications,  be  no  longer  required  to  edit  Tracts,  except  those 
belonging  to  the  Sunday-school  department."     Adopted. 

"  2.  That  we  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  of  our  Church,  so  to  alter  the  Con- 
stitution of  that  society,  as  to  provide  for  the  election  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  by  the  General  Conference." 
Adopted. 

"  3.  That  the  Editor  of  the  Sunday-school  Publications  be 
also,  by  appointment  of  the  General  Conference,  Con-es- 
pondmg  Secretary  of  the  Sunday-School  Union,"   Adopted. 
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June  1.  Resolutions  four  and  five  luid  on  the  table. 

"  6.  That  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday  schools, 
being  members  of  our  Church,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their 
office,  have  a  seat  in  the  Quarterly  Conferences  having 
supervision  of  th'oir  schools,  -vi'xih.  the  right  to  speak  and 
vote  on  questions  relating  to  Sunday  schools,  and  on  such 
questions  only."     Adopted. 

The  following  was  offered  as  an  amendment  to  No.  2  of 
Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  and  Tracts,  which  was 
adopted. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Discipline  and  his  as- 
sociates, on  publishing  the  new  edition,  be  instructed  to  in- 
corporate in  the  Discipline,  the  resolution  passed  by  the 
Conference,  creating  an  editorship  of  a  Monthly  Magazine 
and  Tracts ;  also,  defining  the  duties  of  the  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  our  Tract  Society,  making  the  whole  conform 
to  the  analogy  of  other  editorships  at  New- York  ;  that  they 
be  instructed  to  modify  the  phraseology  of  the  Disciphne, 
in  conformity  with  the  other  resolutions  passed,  in  connex- 
ion with  the  reports  Nos.  1  and  2  of  the  Committee  on  Sun- 
day Schools  and  Tracts,  which  were  designed  to  become  a 
part  of  the  Disciphne." 

J.  F.  Wright  moved.  That  the  resolution  be  so  amended 
as  to  make  the  Sunday-school  supeiintendents  members  of 
the  Quarterly  Conference.     Laid  on  the  table. 

G.  Peck  moved  the  following  : — 
Journal  to  be  Resolved,  That  the  Editors  at  New- York  be  ordered  to 
published.  publish,  in  book-form,  the  journals  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence. Adopted. 
Pastoral  Address  Resolved,  That  the  pastoral  addresses  be  published  in  all 
to  be  published,  ^^j.  Church  papers,  and  be  also  appended  to  the  volume  of 
the  journal. 

N.  Bangs  oflfered  the  following  : — 
Vote  of  thanks      Resolved,  That  a  vote  of  thanks  be  given  to  J,  P.  Ma- 
to  J.  p.  Magee.  ^^^  ^^^  j^-^  ggj-yj^es  to  the  members  of  this  Conference. 
Adopted. 

Resolved,  That  the  Editors  and  Agents  at  New- York 
be  a  Committee  to  revise  and  publish  the  Discipline. 
Adopted. 

The  Conference  gave  J.  A.  Collins  the  privilege  of  ad- 
dressing the  Conference.  Objections  being  made,  a  motion 
was  made  to  grant  him  time  to  finish  his  remarks. 

W.  H.  Goode  moved,  To  postpone  this  matter  indefi- 
nitely. 

The  previous  question  was  called  for  and  sustained,  and 
the  motion  for  indefinite  postponement  prevailed. 

Resolved,  That  the  Commissioners  appointed  to  conduct 
the  affairs  of  the  Church  Suit,  in  connexion  with  the  Agents, 
be  allowed  access  to  the  General  Conference  documents  and 
records  as  they  may  find  necessary.     Carried. 
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Resolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  daily  Zion's  Herald  be        junc  i. 
permitted  to  publish  all  documents  adopted  by  this  Con-  Editor  of  Herald 
ference,  which  may  be  of  public  interest.     Carried.  umenVs."* '    °*^" 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Confer-  voto  of  thanks 
ences,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  thanks  coJg7eSion°o'r 
of   this   General  Conference  are  due  to  the  trustees  and  Bromfieid-street 
congregation  of  Bromfieid-street  Church,  for  their  kind- 
ness in  furnishing  their  church  for  the  session  of  this  Con- 
ference. 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  authorized  to  pay  J.  Book  Agents  to 
H.  Power  his  salary  to  the  time  of  the  session  of  his  Con-  ^^^ 
ference. 

The  journal  was  read,  corrected,  and  approved. 
The  Conference  adjourned,  sine  die. 
Prayer  by  N.  Bangs. 
Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

B.  Waugh, 
T.  A,  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Janes, 
Levi  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
OsMON  C.  Baker, 
Edward  R.  Ames. 
B.  Griffen,  Assistant  Sec'y. 


APPENDIX. 


A.— REPORT  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  BOOK  AGENTS  TO  THE   GENERAL  CON- 
FERENCE.    1852. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — In  presenting  theii*  report  for  the  last  four 
years,  your  Agents  would,  first  of  all,  express  their  devout  and  grateful 
acknowledgments  to  Almighty  God  for  his  watchful  and  preserving 
care  exercised  over  both  themselves  and  their  assistants,  and  the  Institu- 
tion committed  to  their  trust. 

REAL  ESTATE. 

From  the  increase  of  business,  and  the  consequent  enlargement  of 
stock,  it  became,  in  the  judgment  of  the  Agents,  "  indispensably  neces- 
sary, to  carry  on  advantageously  "  the  business  of  the  Concern,  to  erect 
an  additional  building.  This  building  being  needed  mainly  for  manufac- 
turing purposes,  it  was  deemed  important,  for  convenience  of  machinery 
and  motive  power,  that  it  should  be  comiected  immediately  with  our 
former  premises.  Instead,  therefore,  of  building  on  the  lots  already 
owned  by  the  Concern  on  the  opposite  side  of  Mulberry-street,  a  lot, 
twenty-five  by  one  hundred  feet,  fronting  on  Mott-street,  and  connecting 
with  our  former  premises  in  the  rear,  was  purchased  at  a  cost  of  $4,000. 
On  this  lot  a  very  substantial  building,  five  stories  high,  with  a  basement, 
has  been  erected.  It  covers  the  entire  lot,  excepting  a  recess  on  the 
south  side,  eight  by  fifty  feet,  for  light  and  air ;  and  is  connected  at  every 
story  with  the  rear  of  the  former  bindeiy  by  means  of  strong  bridges. 
This  building  is  appropriated  mainly  to  the  business  of  the  bindery,  but 
is  not  yet  fully  occupied.  The  addition  of  this  building  to  the  Concern 
has  enabled  the  agents  to  fit  up  a  second  depository  for  bound  stock, 
which  was  much  needed ;  and  to  make  other  changes,  which  add  greatly 
to  the  convenience  of  the  business. 

Permission  was  given  the  Agents,  by  the  last  General  Conference,  "  to 
dispose  of  the  four  houses  in  Crosby-street  whenever  an  advantageous 
opportunity  might  offer,  and,  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee, 
erect  other  houses  on  a  part  of  the  lots  recently  purchased  on  Mulberry- 
street."  No  advantageous  opportunity  having  offered  to  dispose  of  the 
houses  on  Crosby-street,  nothing  has  been  done.  The  Agents,  however, 
would  advise  that  the  same  permission  should  be  continued  for  the  next 
four  years.  All  the  main  reasons  urged  for  this  change,  in  the  Report 
to  the  last  General  Conference,  still  hold,  and  with  increased  force,  as  the 
accommodations  for  "  exhibitions  and  balls  "  in  the  rear  of  the  premises, 
mentioned  in  that  Report,  have  been  greatly  enlarged,  and  the  annoyance 
consequently  increased. 
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THE  GENERAL  BUSINESS  OF  THE  CONCERN. 

The  Agents  are  happy  to  report  the  business  of  the  Concern  for  the 
last  four  years  to  have  been  generally  prosperous.  The  amount  of  sales 
for  this  period  has  been  $653,190  78 — which  shows  an  increase  on  the 
sales  of  the  preceding  foiir  years  of  $165,968  74,  or  a  fraction  over 
thirty-four  per  cent.  The  profits,  too,  for  the  same  period,  show  an  in- 
crease over  those  of  the  preceding  four  years  of  a  little  over  thirty-two 
per  cent.,  or  §38,475  79  ;  yet  for  the  last  six  months  there  has  been  a 
falling  off  in  the  sales,  so  that  the  entire  sales  for  the  last  year  have  been 
less  than  those  of  the  year  before  by  112,567  45.  This  has  been  owing, 
it  is  presumed,  partly,  to  the  fact  that  the  demand  for  the  new  Hymn- 
book  had  been  generally  met,  but  mainly  to  embarrassments  in  the 
monetary  affiiirs  of  the  country. 

Flattering,  however,  as  is  the  state  of  the  Concern,  according  to  the 
above  showing,  the  amount  of  sales  has  never  yet  been  what  it  ought  to 
be.  The  highest  point  they  have  ever  yet  attained  (which  was  in  1850) 
is  $202,358  27  ;  while  they  ought  to  reach  annually,  as  your  Agents  be- 
lieve, at  least  8250,000,  or  $1,000,000  every  four  years. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  profits  of  the  Concern  are  greatly  less  than 
they  should  be,  and,  under  other  management,  might  be ;  and  it  has  been 
suggested  that  it  would  be  better  to  abandon  the  Concern,  and  to  invest 
the  capital  in  some  more  profitable  stock.  The  Agents  cannot,  of  course, 
tell  what  the  results  would  be  under  other  management,  as  the  experi- 
ment has  not  yet  been  tried  ;  but  under  the  management  to  which  the 
Concern  has  been  subjected,  according  to  the  pronsions  and  directions 
of  the  General  Conference,  there  has  been,  for  the  last  four  years,  an 
average  net  profit  on  the  sales  of  the  Concern  of  a  fraction  over  twenty- 
seven  per  cent.,  and  on  the  capital  invested  of  about  seven  per  cent. 
These  profits  are  not  large ;  and  yet,  were  they  much  smaller  than  they 
are,  the  General  Conference  and^he  true  Methodist  public  would  be  very 
slow  to  believe,  as  your  Agents  apprehend,  that  it  woiild  be  better  to 
strike  do^vn  that  noble  institution,  the  Book  Concern,  and  invest  the 
capital  in  other  and  (if  they  could  be  found)  more  profitable  stocks. 

The  Methodist  Book  Concern  must  not  be  regarded  solely,  or  even 
mainly,  in  its  relation  to  dollars  and  cents.  It  has  a  higher,  holier, 
nobler  aim — the  diffusion  of  a  soimd  religious  literature,  and  the  spread 
of  Scriptural  holiness  over  the  land.  Viewed  in  this  relation,  its  import- 
ance cannot  easily  be  exaggerated.  (So,  indeed,  think  our  enemies — 
if  there  are  any  in  this  poor  world  who  hold  such  a  relation  to  us  as 
makes  proper  the  application  to  them  of  this  ugly  word.  After  our 
ever-moving  and,  to  them,  A'exatious  itinerancy,  there  is  nothing  in  the 
aiTangements  and  appliances  of  Methodism  they  so  much  dread  and  hate 
as  that  mammoth  Book  Concern,  and  in  nothing  would  they  rejoice 
more  than  in  its  destruction.)  Still,  though  money-making  is  not  the 
chief,  much  less  the  sole  design  of  the  Book  Concern,  it  may  be  doubted 
whether  there  is  a  book-making  establishment  in  the  country  which 
would  have  excelled,  or  even  equalled  it  in  this  respect,  if,  instead  of 
paying  out  large  portions  of  its  profits  annually  in  dividends  to  the  con- 
ferences and  to  other  constitutional  objects,  these  profits  had  been  added 
to  the  capital  for  the  enlargement  of  the  business,  or  had  been  invested 
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in  piofitable  stocks.  lu  this  case,  instead  of  counting  its  hundreds  of 
thousands,  it  would  now  probably  count  its  miUions.  As  it  is,  the  Con- 
cern is  almost  a  prodigy.  Taking  its  rise,  in  1789,  in  $600  of  borrowed 
capital,  it  has  gradually  risen,  in  despite  of  all  its  constitutional  leaks  and 
drainings,  until  now  it  presents  a  capital  of  over  half  a  million  of  dollars  ! 
So  much  for  the  business  tact  of  Methodist  preachers ! 

It  may  be  proper  in  this  connexion  to  say,  that  while  the  increase  in 
the  sales,  for  the  last  four  years,  may  have  been  owing  mainly  to  the  new 
Hymn-book,  of  which  there  has  been  a  large  sale,  it  has  also  been  owing, 
in  some  degree,  probably,  to  improvements  in  the  quality  and  style  of  our 
publications.  To  these  points  the  Agents  have  given  special  atten- 
tion. They  have  aimed  at  a  middle  course,  as  best  suited,  in  their  judg- 
ment, to  the  character  of  the  Concern  as  a  religious  publishing  house. 
If  tliej^  have  not  gone  as  far  in  ornamenting  their  publications  as  some 
have  desired,  tliey  have  gone,  it  is  probable,  quite  beyond  the  tastes  and 
wishes  of  others.  Upon  the  whole,  however,  they  hope  that  the  publi- 
cations of  the  Concern  are  now  generally  such  as  meet  the  tastes  and 
wants  of  the  Church. 

THE  CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

Tlie  great  importance  of  a  more  extensive  circulation  of  our  books  has 
been  felt  by  many ;  and  much  has  been  said  and  written  on  the  subject, 
and  several  new  plans  suggested. 

Some  have  recommended  conference  depositories,  to  be  located  within 
the  bounds  of  the  several  annual  conferences ;  others  are  m  favour  of 
establishing  small  depositories  in  cities  and  large  towns  ;  while  many 
prefer  the  colporteur  system. 

To  the  first  there  would  be  the  following  objections  : — The  cost  of  keep- 
ing up  these  establishments  would  average  about  $2000  per  annum,  and, 
in  tlie  aggregate,  would  amount  to  about  $60,000  a  year ;  which,  it  is 
feared,  would  be  more  than  the  entire  profits,  without  materially  lessen- 
ing the  expenses  at  New- York.  There  is  another  objection  to  this  plan  : 
it  will  require  twice  or  thrice  the  amount  of  stock  that  is  now  necessary. 
At  New- York  the  stock  could  not  be  reduced  with  safety  to  the  depos- 
itories, as  their  orders  would  frequently  be  large,  and  might,  several  of 
them,  be  received  at  the  same  time.  It  would  be  necessary  also  for  the 
depositories  to  be  well  supplied,  that  they  miglit  at  all  times  be  prepared 
to  furnish  an  assortment  to  those  who  would  depend  on  them  for  their 
books.  Still,  it  may  be  proper  to  establish  a  very  few  depositories  in 
localities  far  distant,  and  not  easily  reached,  especially  in  the  winter  sea- 
son, from  New- York  or  Cincinnati. 

Small  depositories,  if  they  could  be  established  in  the  hands  of  men 
who  are  already  engaged  in  business,  and  on  cash  principles,  or  if  ample 
security  could  be  obtained,  would  not  be  so  objectionable,  and  would, 
no  doubt,  accommodate  those  who  might  wish  to  purchase  on  a  small 
scale.  For  Sabbath-school  books  in  particular,  it  is  believed  these  would 
operate  favourably.  But  there  are  few,  comparatively,  who  are  willing 
to  purchase  our  books  to  any  considerable  extent  for  cash  ;  and  it  woxild 
be  extremely  difiicult,  and  in  many  instances  impossible,  to  get  such  se- 
curity, especially  at  a  distance,  as  could  be  relied  on. 
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The  colporteur  system  may  do  well  for  the  circulation  of  small  books 
and  tracts,  when  some  are  to  be  given  away,  some  sold  at  half  price, 
and  some  at  full  price ;  and  when  institutions  are  sustained  wholly,  or 
even  partly,  by  public  collections  and  donations.  But  for  large  works, 
and  books  in  extra  binding,  as  many  of  ours  are,  and  when  institutions 
are  dependent  on  their  own  resources,  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  would 
answer  at  all.  If  Ave  were  to  adopt  this  system,  it  would  be  found  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  obtain  the  right  men  to  be  employed  in  this  work. 
Those  generally  who  are  willing  to  engage  in  such  enterprises  are  men 
who  have  failed  in  business,  or  from  other  causes  are  out  of  employ- 
ment, and  perhaps  embarrassed  in  their  circumstances.  They  may  be 
good  citizens,  perliaps  members  of  the  Church ;  but  how  are  we  to 
know  them,  especially  those  at  a  distance  ?  For  if  we  adopt  the  colpor- 
teur system  generally,  it  will  be  necessary  to  employ  men  from  the  St. 
John's  in  the  east,  to  the  Missouri  in  the  west — a  distance,  perhaps,  of 
three  thousand  miles ;  it  is  true  that  they  might  obtain  letters  of  rec- 
ommendation from  preachers ;  but  is  it  certain  that  preachers,  changed 
as  they  are  every  year  or  two,  would  be  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
them  and  their  circumstances  to  make  it  safe  to  trust  them  for  books  to 
any  considerable  amount  ?  To  think  of  selling  to  these  men  for  cash, 
is  out  of  the  question ;  it  will  be  found  in  general  that  they  do  not  be- 
long to  that  class  who  have  funds  at  command.  Ninety  out  of  a  hun- 
dred would  expect  to  get  their  books  on  credit,  and  when  they  wanted 
more,  would  perhaps  pay  $50,  and  ask  an  additional  credit  of  $100  ; 
and  so  in  this  ratio  increase  their  indebtedness,  until,  in  many  instances, 
a  total  failure  would  be  the  result.  They  might  return  a  few  books 
which  they  could  not  sell,  and  which  had  been  so  injured,  by  transpor- 
tation and  otherwise,  that,  if  disposed  of  at  all,  they  must  be  sold  at 
great  loss.  On  investigating  the  causes  of  these  dehnquencies,  it  would 
probably  be  found  that  they  had  appropriated  the  proceeds  of  the  books 
sold  to  the  payment  of  debts  contracted  previously  to  their  engagement 
with  the  Book  Concern,  or  to  the  support  of  their  families,  and  tliey 
are  totally  unable  to  refund. 

It  may  be  thought  by  some  that  the  above  is  an  exaggerated  view 
of  the  subject.  But  it  is  the  opinion  of  your  Agents,  that  if  either  of 
the  above  systems  be  adopted,  and  relied  upon  as  a  principal  medium 
for  the  circulation  of  our  books,  their  fears  will  be  more  than  realized, 
and  we  shall  see  our  error  when  it  is  too  late  to  remedy  the  evil.  In 
their  opinion,  the  old  system  of  sending  out  books  on  commission,  under 
proper  limitations  and  restrictions,  would  be  far  less  objectionable  than 
either  depositories  or  the  colporteur  system. 

Having  carefully  and  thoroughly  examined  the  several  plans  which 
have  been  suggested,  and  weighed  the  arguments  for  and  against  them, 
and  compared  them  with  the  one  adopted  at  the  beginning,  your  Agents 
are  confirmed  in  the  opinion  they  have  long  entertained,  that  the  system 
of  circulating  the  books  by  the  agency  of  the  preachers  is  preferable  to 
all  others,  and  cannot  be  abandoned  with  safety  to  the  Concern. 

Your  Agents  are  aware  that  it  is  thought  by  some  that  this  system 
imposes  duties  which  are  inconsistent  with  the  ministerial  character,  and 
burdens  too  grievous  to  be  borne.     But  not  so  thought  Mr.  Wesley,  nor 
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our  fathers  in  Europe  and  America.  Mr.  Wesley  thought  it  no  disparacre- 
ment  to  either  write  or  sell  books,  the  price  of  which  was  one  penny  ;  and 
there  are  still  some  among  us  who  consider  it  both  an  appropriate  and  de- 
hghtful  employment,  inasmuch  as  God  is  honoured  and  souls  are  benefitted. 
Our  people  must  in  some  way  be  supplied  with  our  books,  or  suffer 
great,  if  not  irreparable  loss.  And  who  is  so  well  qualified  for  this 
good  work  as  their  pastor,  who  is  supposed  to  understand  the  condition 
of  his  people  better  than  any  one  else  can,  and  who  is  required  to  watch 
over  tliem  as  one  "  who  must  give  account  ?"  And  while  he  is  solemnly 
bound  to  guard  them  against  reading  such  books  as  do  not  tend  to  the 
knowledge  or  love  of  God,  is  he  not  under  equal  obligation  to  see  that 
they  are  supplied  with  such  as  are  best  calculated  to  increase  both  ? 
In  this  reading  age  our  people  will  read  something,  and  if  they  are  not 
supplied  with  good  books,  they  will  read  others  ;  and  the  effect,  in  either 
case,  will  be  visible :  for  books  will  have  their  influence  for  good  or  for 
e^^l,  and  will  tell,  to  a  greater  or  less  extent,  upon  the  eternal  destiny 
of  those  who  read. 

Thus  far,  under  this  head,  your  Agents  have  copied,  almost  verbatim, 
the  Report  made  to  the  last  General  Conference.  Four  years'  observa- 
tion and  experience  have  but  confirmed  them  in  the  truth  of  the  senti- 
ments advanced  in  that  Report,  and  they  see  not  that  they  could  do 
better  than  reiterate  those  sentiments.  The  active  agency  of  the  preach- 
ers IS,  in  the  judgment  of  your  Agents,  indispensable  in  the  circulation 
of  our  books.  Unite  with  this  agency  any  other  safe  agency  you  may 
judge  proper,  provided  it  does  not  conflict  with  it ;  but  to  substitute  it  by 
any  other  your  Agents  believe  you  cannot,  without  serious  detriment,  if 
not  utter  ruin,  to  the  Book  Concern. 

THE  PRICE   OF   OUR  BOOKS. 

There  is  still  some  complaint  about  the  price  of  our  books,  notwith- 
standing the  average  reduction  on  the  books  of  the  General  Catalogue 
of  fifteen  per  cent.,  made  by  order  of  the  last  General  Conference. 
That  this  complaint  is,  as  to  our  books  generally,  without  any  just  ground, 
any  one  may  satisfy  himself  who  will  take  the  trouble  to  compare  om- 
books,  as  to  price,  with  those  of  the  leading  self-supporting  publishing 
houses  in  the  country. 

It  is  a  remarkable  fact,  that  those  who  complain  of  the  price  of  our 
books  refer  usually  for  proof  of  the  justness  of  their  complaints  to  the 
publications  of  the  American  Tract  Society,  apparently  not  knowing,  or 
at  least  not  considering,  that  that  institution  is  not,  like  the  Book  Con- 
cern, wholly  dependent  on  its  own  resources,  but  is  largely  aided  annually 
by  donations  and  public  collections.  It  may,  consequently,  with  safety 
put  Its  publications  at  cost,  or  below  cost,  or  even,  if  judged  proper 
bestow  them  as  gratuities.  This  the  Book  Concern  cannot  do  If  it 
live  at  all,  it  must  Hve  on  the  proceeds  of  its  own  business ;  and  its 
issues,  consequently,  must  be  put  at  a  price  which  will  not  only  cover 
expenses  and  the  wear  and  tear  of  machinery,  but  also,  at  least,  pronde 
for  such  an  increase  of  capital  and  enlargement  of  business  as  may  be 
called  for  by  the  increasing  demands  of  the  Church,  to  say  nothing  of 
the  table  expenses  of  our  superintendents,  and  dividends  to  the  confer- 
U 
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ences.  So  that,  even  if  these  latter  items  were  wholly  left  out  of  the 
question,  and  the  books  put  at  a  price  that  would  merely  meet  expenses 
and  pro^•ide  for  the  necessary  increase  of  capital,  these  prices  could  not 
be  graduated  by  the  scale  adopted,  or  which  may  be  adopted,  by  the 
American  Tract  Society.  To  compete  fairly  with  that  society,  the  Book 
Concern  must  have  a  like  resource  in  voluntary  contributions. 

It  is  the  opinion  of  your  Agents  that  this  whole  matter  of  prices 
needs  to  be  touched  with  a  very  careful  hand,  especially  at  this  time, 
when  the  Concern  is  probably  about  to  pass  through  an  exceedingly 
trying  ordeal.  If  reductions  are  ordered  at  all,  they  should  be  ordered 
with  great  care,  in  view  of  all  the  facts  and  probabilities  of  the  case, 
and  without  the  least  regard  to  the  indiscreet  complaints  of  well-dis- 
posed, perhaps,  but  rash  and  inexperienced  men.  There  is  great  dan- 
ger that  the  Concern  may  be  embarrassed,  if  not  fatally  crippled,  by 
hasty  and  excessive  legislation.  The  largest  discretion,  in  relation  to 
prices,  ought  to  be  allowed  to  the  Agents  whom  you  may  intrust  with 
the  management  of  the  Concern.  If  they  ai-e  at  all  men  worthy  to  be 
intrusted  Avith  so  great  and  delicate  a  charge,  they  must,  from  their  po- 
sition and  circumstances,  very  soon  become  able  to  form  more  enlightened 
and  safe  judgment  in  relation  to  this  whole  matter  than  those  can,  no 
matter  what  are  their  abilities,  whose  occupation  is  totally  different. 
Finally,  if  your  agents  may  be  allowed  to  give  their  judgment  in  so 
weighty  a  matter,  they  will  say — Select  and  determine  the  objects  to  be 
provided  for  by  the  Concern,  and  then  leave  to  your  Agents  to  provide 
for  these  objects  in  the  light  of  the  best  experience  they  can  command, 
and  wholly  untrammelled  by  rules  and  regulations  in  relation  to  prices  and 
discounts — the  General  Conference  fixing  only  the  relations  of  the  East- 
ern and  Western  Concerns  in  regard  to  discounts.  The  responsibility 
of  the  Agents  will,  we  are  aware,  be  greatly  increased  by  this  measure ; 
but  the  true  interests  of  the  Concern,  and  of  the  cause  which  it  is  in- 
tended to  subserve,  will,  we  think,  be  promoted. 

PERIODICALS. 

In  1849,  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the  Book  Committee,  the  price  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  was  reduced  to  $1  25,  and  a  certain 
space,  by  permission  of  the  last  General  Conference,  was  allowed  for 
advertisements.  The  subscription-list  ran  up,  under  the  excitement  of 
this  measure,  from  about  seventeen  to  thirty-three  thousand.  In  1850 
it  declined  to  about  twenty-nine  thousand,  mainly,  it  is  presumed,  on 
account  of  the  advertisements,  which  gave  so  great  and  so  general  dis- 
satisfaction, that  they  were  thrown  out  at  the  close  of  the  volume  for 
that  year.  The  number  of  subscribers  has  since  gradually  increased,  and 
now  stands  at  about  thirty  thousand.  This  excellent  periodical,  so  far 
as  your  Agents  are  able  to  judge,  never  enjoyed  more  generally  the 
approval  and  confidence  of  its  patrons  than  it  now  does.  It  is  re- 
garded as  a  sound  and  able  advocate  of  the  doctrines,  general  polity,  and 
established  usages  of  the  Church. 

The  Methodist  Quarterly  Review  has  attained  an  eminence  among  the 
periodicals  of  its  class,  creditable  alike  to  its  editor  and  to  the  Church. 
In  all  the  elements  of  a  religious  review,  it  is  regarded  as  among  the 
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first,  if  not  the  very  first,  in  the  country  ;  and  yet  it  does  not  fully  meet 
expenses.  Its  list  of  subscribers,  though  much  larger,  as  we  are  assured, 
than  that  of  any  other  Quarterly  in  the  country,  is  yet  greatly  below 
what  it  ought  to  be.     It  stands  at  present  at  about  three  thousand. 

The  Sunday  School  Advocate  not  only  retains  the  confidence  so  lib- 
erally extended  to  it  in  former  years,  but  steadily  increases  in  popularity 
and  usefulness.  It  has  now  a  circulation,  East  and  West,  of  about  ninety 
thousand.     Its  coui-se  is  emphatically  onward. 

The  Missionary  Advocate  is  rapidly  increasing  in  circulation  and  useful- 
ness. We  are  now  printing  thirty-three  thousand,  and  the  hst  will  proba- 
bly, in  the  course  of  the  year,  run  up  to  thirty-five,  if  not  forty  thousand. 

A  demand  has  been  made  from  many  quarters  for  a  monthly  journal 
of  religion  and  literature ;  and,  in  our  opinion,  the  wants  of  our  people 
imperatiA'ely  demand  some  such  publication.  The  Quarterly  is  intended 
to  be  the  organ  of  the  highest  literature  of  the  Church,  and,  as  such,  it 
amply  fills  its  place  ;  the  Ladies'  Repository  is  admirably  adapted  for  the 
class  of  readers  indicated  by  its  title,  and  its  success  fully  shows  the 
ability  with  which  it  has  been  conducted.  But  our  people  still  need  a 
Magazine  of  Current  Literature  ;  and  if  we  do  not  supply  them,  they  will 
suppl)'  themselves  from  other  sources.  Such  a  magazine,  furnishing  in- 
structive and  interesting  reading  from  every  department  of  popular  liter- 
ature, science,  and  art,  and  conducted  in  a  religious  spirit  and  on  religious 
principles,  could  not  fail,  we  think,  to  find  a  large  number  of  purchasers, 
and  to  be  eminently  useful.  From  the  ample  materials  furnished  in 
foreign  journals,  it  could  be  prepared  at  little  cost,  except  that  of  editing, 
printing,  paper,  and  press-work,  and  could  be  sold  at  $2  per  annum,  if 
that  should  be  deemed  the  most  available  price. 

So  strongly  impressed,  indeed,  have  been  your  Agents  with  the  neces- 
sity of  such  a  publication,  that  they  brought  the  matter  to  the  attention 
of  the  Book  Committee  at  their  meeting  in  the  early  part  of  the  last  year, 
and  also  corresponded  with  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern. 
The  Book  Committee  approved  of  the  object ;  but  both  they  and  we 
hesitated  as  to  the  propriety  of  commencing  the  publication  before  the 
meeting  of  this  Conference,  as  it  might  by  some  be  regarded  as  incon- 
sistent with  the  implied  will  of  the  last  General  Conference.  We  now 
commend  this  matter  to  the  earnest  attention  of  this  body. 

CHURCH  PROPERTY  CASE. 

It  will  be  remembered  that  the  last  General  Conference,  being  desirous 
"  to  advance,  as  far  as  its  constitutional  poAvers  would  authorize,  toward 
an  amicable  adjustment  of  the  difficulty  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  relation  to  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern,  directed  that  the  Agents  should  offer  to 
submit  the  claims  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  to  the  decision  of  disinterested  arbiters,  provided  they 
should  find,  on  taking  legal  counsel,  that,  when  clothed  with  all  the  au- 
thoiity  which  the  General  Conference  could  confer,  their  corporate 
powers  would  warrant  them  in  so  doing ;  or,  that  they  should  find,  upon 
taking  legal  counsel,  that  they  had  not  power  to  submit  the  case  to  vol- 
untary arbitration,  and  should  a  suit  at  law  be  commenced  by  the  Com- 
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missioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  they  should  tender 
to  said  Commissioners  an  adjustment  of  their  preferred  claims  by  a  leaal 
arbitration,  under  the  authority  of  the  Court;  or,  that  in  the  occurrence 
ot  neither  of  the  above  contingencies,  the  bishops  were  requested  to  lay 
adlXd  h  "TTr  '-^"""f  «^"/«'-^^<^««.  for  their  concurrence,  a  resolution 
adopted  by  hat  General  Conference,  to  so  far  suspend  the  sixth  restrict- 
ne  rule  of  the  Disciplme,  as  to  authorize  our  Book  Agents  at  New- York 
and  Cincinnati  to  submit  said  claim  to  arbitration  " 
.r.^'  '^°\.^ft«';  t^«  r'^  of  the  General  Conference  as  the  other  and 
pressing  duties  of  the  Agents  would  allow,  they  took  the  advice  of  George 
Wood  Lsq.,  an  eminent  legal  gentleman  in  the  city  of  New- York,  and 
found  that,  when  clothed  with  all  the  authority  which  the  General  Con    . 

offeung  to  submit  the  case  to  arbitration.     Of  this  fact  they  notified  the 
Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in  a  letter 
bewaring  date  December  22,  1848.     No  suit  having  been  commenced  by 
ll.        ITTv  °^-  ^^''  ^^^'^^^^^^  Episcopal  Church,  South,  at  thl 
Tnf  i  ?  the  following  year,  the  bishops  proceeded  to  lay  the  above-  \ 
mentioned  resohition  before  the  annual  conferences  for  their  concurrence    ^ 
commencing  with  the  Baltimore  Conference.     This  measure,  which  wTs 
proceeding  with  encouraging  prospects  of  success,  was  broken  off  by  the 
-  ^on^mencement  of  suit  by  the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  South,  on  the  19th  day  of  June.     The  cause  was  ably^argued  - 
before  Judges  Nelson  and  Betts,  in  May,  1851,  by  D.  Lord,  Esq  ,^and 
non.  K.  Johnson,  for  complainants;  and  Hon.  R.  Choate  and  G.  Wood 
^q.,  for  defendants      At  the  close  of  the  argument.  His  Honour,  Judge 
Nelson,  stated  It  as  his  opinion,  "that  it  would  be  much  better.  If,  aftl-  ■ 
a  full  and  fair  investigation  both  of  the  facts  and  law  of  the  case,  the 
parties  could  amicably  take  it  up,  and,  by  the  aid  of  friends  and  counsel, 
come  to  an  amicable  decision  of  the  controversy ;"  assuring  the  parties  at 
the  same  time  that  "there  could  probably  be  no  reasonable  dUfbut 
that  an  amicable,  an  equitable,  and  honest  adjustment,  made  by  the  \ 
representatives  of  the  diflFerent  branches  of  the  Church,  with  the  aid  of  • 
their  counsel,  sanctioned  by  the  Court,  would  be  a  binding,  and  valid    1 
and  final  disposition  of  the  whole  controversy." 

nf  ^ll'^W^i/T."^!"'"^'  were  aware  that  it  belonged  to  the  Commissioners 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Cliurch,  South,  as  complainants  in  the  cause,  ■ 
to  take  the  mitiative  in  negotiations  touching  an  amicable  adjustment:    > 
yet,  regai^less  of  mere  form,  they,  in  conjunction  with  the  Agents  of  the    ' 
Western  Book  Concern,  and  with  the  aid  of  their  counsel,  proceeded  at 
7Z      fT  qP  ?f    ''??  ""  P^P'''  ^^"taining  a  proposition  to  adjust  the 
Claims  oi  the  Southern  Commissioners  by  means  of  arbitration      But  be- 
fore this  paper  was  sent  off,  they  received  a  communication  from  Dr  ! 
bmith    as  chairman  of  the  Board  of  Commissioners,  dated  May  29th'  \ 
and  asking  whether  your  Agents  had  any  proposition  to  make.     Havin.^  \ 
drawn  up  a  brief  reply  to  this  communication,  they  sent  it  and  the  paper     » 
above-mentioned  to  E.  L.  Fancher,  Esq.,  to  be  forwarded  to  the  Com- 
missioners.    This  paper  was  dated  June  2d.     A  reply,  dated  June  19th 
was  received,  in  which  the  Commissioners  stated  that  they  were  willing   i 
to  arbitrate,  provided  we  would  admit  their  claim  to  a  full  share  of  the    ' 
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property  in  question.  As  tliis  was  the  very  point  in  dispute,  it  could  not, 
of  course,  be  admitted  ;  and  so  negotiations,  in  reference  to  an  amicable 
settlement,  were  closed.  A  decision  in  favour  of  the  claimants  was  given 
by  His  Honour,  Judge  Nelson,  November  11th  ;  and  a  decree  was  issued 
November  26th,  based  on  this  decision,  adjudging  and  ordering  that  a 
pro  rata  share  of  the  property  of  the  Book  Concern,  including  both  capital 
and  produce,  should  be  transferred  to  the  agents  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  South,  and  referring  the  case  to  the  clerk  of  the  court,  to 
ascertain  and  report  the  amount  and  value  of  the  property,  &c.  (See 
accompanying  documents.) 

In  making  preparation  for  a  showing  before  the  clerk,  your  Agents 
soon  found  that  they  could  not  rely  upon  the  ordinary  annual  Exhibits 
to  the  conferences; 'that  while  these  Exhibits  were  perhaps  sufficiently 
accurate  for  ordinary  purposes,  when  but  one  interest  was  involved,  they 
would  not  answer  in  Aaew  of  a  division  of  the  property,  as  they  presented 
certain  species  of  stock  at  a  valuation  much  too  high.  Your  Agents, 
therefore,  found  it  necessary  to  make  out  tAvo  sets  of  inventories  of  the 
bound  and  sheet  stock  for  1845  and  1852,  and  of  stereotype  plates  for 
1845 — one,  according  to  the  scale  of  prices  adopted  in  the  annual  Ex- 
hibits ;  and  another,  according  to  a  corrected,  and,  as  your  Agents  judged, 
true  scale — and,  laying  both  before  the  clerk,  to  insist  that  the  latter 
alone  could  be  taken  as  a  true  Exhibit  of  the  property.  All  this  in- 
volved, on  the  part  of  the  Agents  and  their  assistants,  an  amount  of 
care  and  toil  which  no  one,  perhaps,  Avho  has  not  gone  through  some- 
thing of  the  same  kind,  can  fully  appreciate.  They  had  to  go  through 
the  entire  Catalogues,  both  General  and  Sunday-School,  and  determine 
the  value  of  every  book  separately,  and  to  re-examine  and  revise  the 
prices  of  the  entire  list  of  stereotype  plates ;  and  this,  besides  making 
out  the  inventories  according  to  the  usual  scale  of  prices. 

Believing  that  a  free  and  full  conversation  between  themselves  and 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  on  the 
several  points  of  difference  which  might  arise  between  them  in  relation 
to  the  Exhibit  of  the  property  of  the  Concern,  prepared  to  be  laid  before 
the  clerk  of  the  court,  might  not  only  facilitate  a  settlement  of  the 
business  between  them,  but  also  lessen,  if  not  wholly  remove,  the  grounds 
of  discussion  and  dispute  before  that  functionary,  the  Agents  suggested 
such  interview  to  one  of  the  Commissioners,  who  happened  to  be  in  New- 
York.  The  Commissioner  entirely  concun-ed  with  them,  and  stated  that 
he  and  his  associates  had  felt  the  propriety  of  such  a  meeting  between 
themselves  and  the  Agents,  but  had  doubted  whether  it  belonged  to 
them  to  make  the  suggestion.  This  interview  was  had  on  the  31st  day 
of  March.  It  was  of  short  continuance,  and  resulted  in  nothing  satis- 
factory. The  examination  before  the  clerk  commenced  on  the  12  th  ult,, 
and  was  continued  day  after  day  till  Saturday,  the  1  Vth,  when  it  closed. 
The  case  is  to  be  argued  before  the  clerk  of  the  United  States  Court, 
J.  W.  Nelson,  Esq.,  as  Master  Commissioner,  by  Messrs.  Lord  and  Fan- 
cher,  on  the  29th  inst.,  (April,)  and  then,  if  either  of  the  parties  should 
be  dissatisfied  with  the  Report  of  the  Commissioner,  it  will  be  argued 
again  before  the  court  before  the  final  decree  shall  be  ordered.  This 
decree  will  not  probably  be  issued  before  midsummer. 
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B.-REPOIIT  OF  THE  NEW-YORK  BOOK  COMIVIITTEE  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE,    1852. 

IZ^^f  Committee  agreeably  to  the  requirement  in  the  Discipline 
present  the  following  Report  to  the  General  Conference,  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York. 

The  Committee  have  examined  diligently  the  state  of  the  premises 
and  the  management  of  the  affairs,  each  of  the  four  years  since^the  ast 
General  Conference,  and  are  happy  to  be  able  to  repot  favourably  The 
premises  are  kept  in  good  condition  ;  economy  of  time   space  and  ma 

kHtv  "  Somr'f  r'  '"r "  ^^  '^'^^'^^  ^'^^  promptSld  i-eZ 
lanty.     home   of  the  work-rooms,  however  annpar  m  fl,^   n         ■?. 

inconveniently  crowded;    but  this' diSty  ^ilf  l?  rletd'^Xn'S 

nevv  building,  now  in  progress,  shall  be  completed.  ^^ 

i  he  Agents  ha^;e  shown  a  fidelity  and  capability  in  their  arduous 

C^:2  tT'I  r""i°  *''  \'''  ^"^  "^°^*  -'^fi^l-tial  regard  ofTe 
Chuich.     Their  duties,  during  the  recent  period  especially  of  their  offi- 

t  y  nrrndThr't  '"  ^f  ?"^*^™,'  ''^'^  ^^^  ---%  arduo"  and 
a7wSl  rfl  ^  '^f.ye  richly  deserved  the  sympathy  of  tiieir  brethren, 
as  well  as  their  gratitude  and  confidence  ' 

^\ith  the  manner  of  keeping  the  general  accounts  of  the  Concern  thp 
Committee  have  been  highly  gratified.  In  so  vast  an  establish menT'J^h 
business  so  complicated  and  extensive,  uncommon  care  and  skHl  are  e 
quH-ed  to  avoid  mistakes,  and  keep  everything  in  an  accLte  miner 
and  so  clear  as  to  be  readily  comprehended.    Ve  think  that  gr'ate;' 

The  Exhibit  of  the  Agents  will  present  the  particular  items  of  thp 
Concern,  as  well  as  present  the  aggregate  value.^  It  will,  therefore   ^ot 

The  total  value  of  the  property  at  this  time,  deducting  twenty  per 
cent,  for  possible  bad  debts,  is  $663,189  62.     A  part  of^tiras  vou 
perceive  from  the  exhibit,  is  in  real  estate,  consisting  of  house    Lnd  iJ', 
and  part  in  stocks.     The  profit  or  yield  from  the   einire  cap  tal  for  the 
four  years  past  is  as  follows  :-For  the   year  endina  in  1849   S39  833 
62  ;  for  1850.  $15,239   62  ;  for  1851  it  was  $47,561°  To     ,nd  fm  Ift^ 
$63,906   14      The  diminution  of  the  profit  reported  ii^  1850   was  ex 
plained  in  the  Exhibit  of  the  Book  Committee  that  year      It  struck  us\s 
sometlnng  strange  that  in  1850  the  amount  of  sales  was  $200  358  27      ' 
while  m  1851  the  amount  was  only  $189,343  57,  beLfl-fductfon 
m  pecuniary  value  of  $12,567  45  ;  yet  the  profit  this  yea%xc    led  tS 
of  the  jenv  before   by  $16,344  72.     This,  however,  was  Sac  tor  Iv 

Tf  !?  ^^^^i^^S^-^^^^  of  the  Committee,  this  is  a  very  satisfactory  result 

It  should  be  remembered  that  none  of  the  works  sold  at  the  Sk  Con 

cern  are  of  that  popular,  but  ephemeral  character  that  have  a  sudden' 

'  See  the  Report  of  the  Book  Agents. 
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and  universal  demand,  yielding  an  immense  profit  for  a  season,  and  then 
passing  into  oblivion.  They  are  such,  for  the  most  part,  as  maintain  a 
steady  demand,  yielding  profits  somewhat  slow  but  uniform.  The  mode 
of  sale,  also,  and  the  heavy  discount  paid  to  preachers,  far  greater  than 
the  trade  ordinarily  pay,  greatly  reduce  the  profit ;  hence,  as  large 
profits  as  a  private  bookseller  would  make  on  the  same  capital  cannot 
reasonably  be  expected.  Yet  with  the  profits  made  on  the  actual  amount 
of  sales,  we  believe,  after  close  calculation,  the  Conference  has  suffi- 
cient reason  to  be  satisfied. 

In  tlie  different  departments  in  the  establishment  there  are  at  pres- 
ent about  two  hundred  persons  employed.  Not  only  are  the  printing 
and  binding  done  here,  but  the  stereotype  plates  are  cast  on  the  prem- 
ises. All  the  works  issued  at  present  are  stereotyped,  except  the  Chris- 
tian Advocate.  The  Sunday  School  Advocate  is  stereotyped,  and  du- 
plicate plates  are  made  for  eveiy  number,  and  transmitted  to  Cincin- 
nati for  the  use  of  the  Western  Book  Concern. 

There  are  eight  power-presses  at  present  employed,  and  one  hand- 
press.  This  is  a  decrease  on  former  years  in  regard  to  number,  but  an 
increase  in  regard  to  effectiveness,  several  of  the  old  presses  having 
been  advantageously  exchanged  for  one  more  valuable. 

The  Committee  are  pleased  to  observe  a  constant  augmentation  in  the 
several  catalogues.  During  the  last  four  years  there  have  been  added 
to  the  General  Catalogue  sixty-eight  volumes,  of  which  eighteen  are  in 
8vo.  and  fourteen  in  12mo.,  the  rest  of  smaller  size.  To  these  should 
be  added  the  revised  Hymn-book  in  the  various  sizes,  with  fresh  sets 
of  tlie  stereotype  plates.  To  the  Sunday-school  list  have  been  added 
three  hundred  and  thirty-four  volumes,  besides  the  Almanac  :  making 
a  total  of  seven  hundred  and  twenty-seven  new  books,  besides  the 
Hymn-book.  To  this  must  be  added,  also,  eight  hundred  and  forty- 
four  pages  of  Tracts,  the  most  meagre  department  of  all,  for  which, 
however,  neither  agents  nor  editors  are  to  blame.  We  hope  to  see 
improvement  in  this  department  hereafter. 

DEPOSITORIES. 

The  attention  of  the  Committee  has  been  turned  to  the  condition  of 
the  several  depositories.  This  is  always  a  subject  of  difficult  manage- 
ment in  all  similar  establishments.  From  what  we  can  learn,  the  De- 
pository at  Pittsburgh  is  in  good  condition  ;  it  supplies  an  important 
want,  and  is  doing  well. 

The  Depository  at  Boston  was  not,  at  the  commencement  of  this 
Committee's  period  of  service,  in  as  good  a  state  as  could  have  been 
desired.  The  Agents  were  therefore  adnsed  either  to  remove  it  entirely, 
or  place  it  on  a  more  satisfactory  basis.  The  latter  has  been  happily 
effected,  and  we  rejoice  that  it  is  now  in  a  state  highly  satisfactory,  and 
rendering  valuable  service. 

The  Depository  in  Nassau-street,  in  the  city  of  New-York,  known  as 
the  Branch  of  the  Book  Concern,  is  a  subject  of  some  perplexity.  It, 
in  some  respects,  certainly  aflfords  convenience  to  the  Concern,  and  to 
preachers  and  others  occasionally  visiting  the  city.     It  also  assists  in  the 
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PERIODICALS. 
I.    THE  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE  AND  JOURNAL 

tinn       Aff  \as.one  of  the  topics  first  presented  to  our  considera 

a  return  to  Tetnner  price      uT^nCT^?'?:''  '°  '■^°°""»™'l 

ing  ^680  67  for  advertisements  inserted  before,  but  not  paid  for  /ill  l«=f 

cliS'^"'  ^■'"''^^  '"-=  i^ -yactua.z"Li„r:u'''tbL;i:™- 

II.    THE    QUARTERLY   REVIEW. 

OntV^^  last  General  Conference,  the  number  of  subscribers  to  the 
Quarterly  Review  was  about  2,100;  it  is  now  about  3000  Thl  t 
Cti  ri^^"'^^  *^  ^"^  simiWpublicatio;  fn  thl  t'untry  v  t  it- 
does  but  barely  pay  expenses.     With  its  present  subscription-]ist,'some 
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may  wonder  that  it  does  not  yield  considerable  profit.  But  the  price  is 
xmcommonly  low, — lower  than  that  of  any  similar  work, — being  but  two 
dollars  per  annum  ;  and  of  the  subscribers,  two-thirds  are  ministers,  who 
pay  but  one  dollar  and  sixty  cents.  No  such  work  can  be  published  at 
that  price  and  make  a  profit.  Considering  the  high  character  of  the 
work,  it  certainly  deserves  a  better  patronage  in  so  large  a  community, 
in  which  there  is  no  other  work  of  the  kind. 

Under  the  able  management  of  the  Editor,  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Book  Committee,  considerable  modification  has  been  made  in  the  char- 
acter of  the  Quarterly.  Whether  this  accords  with  the  purport  of  the 
resolution  on  this  subject,  passed  by  the  last  General  Conference,  we 
cannot  exactly  determine.  One  thing,  however,  seems  clear.  The 
clmracter  of  this  work  is  not  duly  appreciated  by  a  large  portion  of  the 
community  under  our  religious  instruction  ;  yet  it  is  too  valuable  a  work 
to  be  discarded,  nor  ought  it  to  recede  in  literary  and  intellectual  char- 
acter. We  cannot  believe  the  General  Conference  would  wish  such  a 
blow  to  be  inflicted  on  the  character  of  our  Church  as  to  relinquish  a 
publication  which  reflects  so  much  honour  upon  us,  and  diffuses  so  much 
intelligence  among  both  preachers  and  people ;  yet  thei-e  is  a  large 
portion  of  our  community  who  are  not  provided  with  any  suitable 
periodical.  Under  these  considerations  this  Committee  recommended  to 
the  Book  Agents  to  commence  the  publication  of  a  Monthly  Miscellany, 
provided  subscribers  could  be  obtained  suflficient  to  Avarrant  the  under- 
taking. Such  a  work,  more  permanent  than  a  hebdomadal,  less  elevated 
than  a  quarterly,  is  much  needed,  and  we  cannot  but  think  would  be 
largely  patronized.  W^e  commend  this  subject  to  the  consideration  of  the 
General  Conference.  Should  it  be  thought  advisable  to  establish  such  a 
work,  then  we  would  suggest  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  add  some- 
what to  the  size  of  the  Quartei-ly,  and  make  some  addition  to  the  price. 

III. SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ADVOCATE. 

This  work,  Ave  are  happy  to  say,  is  not  only  ably  conducted,  but  is 
eminently  successful.  It  now  numbers  70,000  subscribers,  and  yields 
annually  a  handsome  profit,  Avhich,  hoAvever,  the  last  year  Avas  considera- 
bly reduced  by  some  extra  expenses,  which  Avill  not,  probably,  occur 
again.     Its  annual  profit  is  about  twelve  hundred  dollars. 

HTMN-BOOK. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Conference  to  revise 
the  Hymn-book,  have  very  happily  executed  their  task.  When  com- 
pleted, the  manuscript  was  submitted  to  the  Book  Committee  and  the 
Editors,  who,  in  joint  session,  carefully  examined  the  whole,  and  the  result 
was  a  conviction  that  the  work  had  been  executed  Avith  discriminating 
judgment  and  correct  taste,  and  that  the  thanks  of  the  Church  are  due 
to  the  Committee  for  their  faithful  and  judicious  labours,  and  especially  to 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Floy  and  Mr.  Robert  A.  West,  upon  Avhom,  as  a  sub-com- 
mittee, the  labour  chiefly  dcA'olved.  By  these  means  our  Zion  has  been 
supplied  with  a  collection  of  sacred  lyrics,  greatly  improved,  and  every 
Avay  adapted  to  her  wants. 
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THE  CATECHISM. 

At  the  last  General  Conference,  the  Editor  of  Sunrhv  q^T^nni  p    i 

ance  of  this  work,  it  was  the  desire  of  the  Edin,t]l      1^7'*  '"^P^'^' 
should  be  afforded  him      ThpPn       •  f     ,1      ^''""^  ^^t^Ue  assistance 

All  which  IS  respectfully  submitted.  ^ " 

(Signed,)         D.  Fillmore,  Providence  Conference. 
J  OSEPH  HoLDiCH,  Rew  -  TorJc      « 
A.  D.  Sarseant,  New -England  " 
Zebulon  Phillips,  T^roy  « 

Nelson  Rounds,  Oneida  " 

Thomas  Carlton,  Genesee  « 

New-York,  February  12,  1852.      ^"""^^  ^'  ^°^"^«'  ^a/^mor^       " 


C.-K.POKT  0.  TH.  W.S.™  BOOK  00^.,.  .0  TH.  a^.K.. 
Dear   Brethren,— In   compliance   with    the   rule   of   Disrinlinp    i^.. 
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haps  of  not  more  than  one  year's  standing,  except  those  due  in  the  South. 
This  we  regard  as  a  great  improvement  in  our  collections,  but  still  there 
is  room  for  greater. 

Our  profits  for  the  four  years  are  $48,726  52,  being  $23,354  55 
more  than  the  profits  for  the  previous  term.  This  is  an  increase  in  the 
net  profits  more  than  proportionate  to  the  increase  of  the  business 
of  the  Concern.  This,  we  think,  is  mainly  owing  to  the  fact  that  we  do 
more  of  our  own  publishing  at  Cincinnati  than  formerly.  Nine  thousand 
dollars  of  the  profits  we  have  paid  over  to  the  Agents  at  New-York,  as 
the  Discipline  directs,  and  the  balance  we  have  merged  into  the  capital 
stock,  as  formerly. 

During  the  present  term  we  have  built  two  fire-proof  vaults — one  in 
connexion  with  the  printing  office,  in  which  we  have  our  stereotype  plates 
deposited  for  safe  keeping ;  the  other  is  in  the  main  building,  and  is 
occupied  by  our  account-books  and  papers. 

The  growing  demand  for  our  books  and  periodicals  made  it  indis- 
pensable for  us  to  enlarge  and  improve  our  printing  and  binding  facili- 
ties. We  have  supplied  the  place  of  our  old  boiler  and  engine  by  two 
new  boilers  and  an  engine  of  more  power,  and  added  a  heating  apparatus 
to  the  printing  office.  We  have,  since  the  last  General  Conference,  added 
three  large  Adams's  book-presses ;  so  that  we  now  can  run  five  power- 
presses — four  for  piinting  books,  and  one  for  our  Western  Christian 
Advocate,  Sunday  School  Advocate,  &c.  To  the  bindery,  we  have 
added  two  new  embossing-presses. 

The  cost  of  all  the  above  improvements  and  purchases  amounts  to 
about  $12,000. 

We  have  issued  quite  a  number  of  new  works,  and  have  found  foi 
most  of  them  an  extensive  sale.  We  have  also  stereotyped  some  of  the 
smaller  works,  printed  at  New- York,  that  were  in  daily  demand,  and  a 
supply  of  which  could  not  be  kept  on  hand,  while  depending  on  receipts 
from  the  East. 

Our  periodicals  ai-e  in  a  flourishing  condition,  and  are  all  now  sent  out 
on  strictly  advance  terras.  After  the  reduction  of  the  Advocate  and 
Journal,  and  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  to  $1  25,  we  found  it 
difficult  to  sustain  our  paper  at  $1  50  per  year,  and  feared  that  there 
would  be  a  falling  off.  We  are,  however,  able  to  say  that  our  Western 
Christian  Advocate  has  been  steadily  on  the  increase.  We  are  now 
issuing  about  21,000,  making  an  increase,  since  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, of  10,000.  The  Ladies'  Repository  has  a  subscription-list  of 
about  13,000,  which  is  an  increase  of  5,000. 

Of  the  other  periodicals  we  issue  about  as  follows : — Sunday  School 
Advocate,  25,000  copies;  Missionary  Advocate,  5,000  copies;  Christian 
Apologist,  3,3*74  copies. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  saying  that  the  Apologist  is  now  support- 
ing itself. 

In  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  General  Conference  at  its 
last  session,  we  have  greatly  increased  the  German  publications.  The 
following  new  works  have  been  issued,  viz. : — 

1st.  22  new  Tracts,  embracing  404  pages. 

2d.  50  Children's  Tracts,  embracing  400  pages. 
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pages.  "  ^"^"^-^'^^^  for  SundaySchool  Library,  embracing  1,742 

«M^'  t/^  Y!  """"^  Experience  of  Hester  A.  Rogers 
^4^^^^^:Sl^^;:!.^::r^^-^  P^incipal  CO. 
p,;*:  ^  Sunday-School  Hymn-Book,  eontaiSn|  184  Hj^ns  and  160 

8th.  A  German  Almanac  of  32  pages,  quarto. 

Tm    AvT"  ^"T^"'a  ^y  ^'-  S-  Wakefield, 
tim^lit  LaS'™TLkl*\fH™rw^"S'  "'"=''"'"«  ^'  *»  -- 

^'xr^'-r»^;-/Se-:ii!irt.^ 

to  publish;  viz     TGe mfn  Pon    ^'^f'^'"^^  Recommended  the  Agents 

All  of  winch  is  respectfully  submitted.     As  ever,  yours  in  Christ. 

Leroy  Swormstedt,  ) 
^  JoHjf  H.  Power         f  ^g^^ts. 

CmciNNATi,  itfarcA  31,  1852.  •  •'^u^^ER,        3 


During  an  early  part  of  our  labou,^,  too,  the  late  respected  secretary. 
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Dr.  Pitman,  was  prostrated  by  disease,  and  his  place  supplied  by  Dr. 
Durbin,  who  has  co-operated  efficiently  with  the  committee  since  his 
coming  into  office. 

To  the  event  of  Dr.  Pitman's  physical  prostration,  the  nature  of 
which  is  known  to  the  Conference,  nsay  be  ascribed  the  fact  that  we 
have  no  record  of  the  proceedings  of  our  first  meeting,  which  convened 
in  June,  1848,  and  was  attended  by  P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Luckey,  and  J. 
T.  Mitchell.  Diligent  search  has  been  made,  as  we  understand,  for  the 
record  of  proceedings  at  that  meeting ;  but  none  are  to  be  found  in  the 
office. 

Of  the  meeting  in  1849,  there  is  a  simple  record  of  the  appropriations 
to  the  different  departments  of  the  work,  namely,  $99,035  : — To  Domestic 
Missions,  $61,735;  Liberia  Mission,  $21,000  ;  Oregon  Mission,  $4,500  ; 
South  American  Mission,  $1,000 ;  China  Mission,  $7,000  ;  California 
Mission,  $2,000  ;  Mission  to  Germany,  $1,800.  At  this  meeting,  after 
much  discussion,  the  establishment  of  a  mission  to  Germany  was  agreed 
to  by  the  committee,  in  conjunction  with  a  sub-committee  from  the 
Board ;  and  all  the  proceedings  of  the  committee  were  concurred  in  by 
the  Board  at  a  special  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  and  sanctioned 
by  the  bishop.  The  committee  having  received  communications  from  a 
number  of  brethren  in  different  parts  of  the  work,  asking  for  increased 
appropriations  to  aid  weak  charges  which  gave  promise  of  becoming 
strong  ones,  in  many  cases,  and  able  in  return  to  contribute  for  benevo- 
lent purposes  if  they  could  only  receive  a  little  aid  for  a  short  time  ; 
indicating,  also,  that  such  assistance  to  the  domestic  work  would  be  very 
satisfactory  to  the  people,  and  tend  to  increase  their  liberality  in  sup- 
porting the  cause  ;  by  resolution,  requested  the  bishops  to  make  inquiry, 
at  the  several  conferences  they  might  attend,  as  to  the  amount  which 
might  be  required  in  each  to  supply  such  claims.  To  this  request  they 
promptly  responded  at  the  next  meeting  of  the  committee,  and  have  at 
every  succeeding  one,  which  has  furnished  reliable  data  to  guide  our 
operations  in  this  matter ;  and,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  leain,  the 
result  has  been  generally  satisfactory  to  the  conferences  and  the  people. 

May  2d,  1850,  the  committee  met  at  the  Mission  Rooms  in  New- 
York.  Present,  P.  P.  Sandford,  S.  Luckey,  P.  Cartwright, W.  H.  Roper ; 
J.  P.  Durbin,  Secretary ;  G.  Lane,  Treasurer.  A  sub-committee  from 
the  Board  met  with  them. 

The  Treasurer,  by  request,  reported  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  last 
year.  Receipts  during  the  year,  including  a  balance  of  $3,256  19  in  the 
treasury  May  1st,  1849,  $107,835  73.  Disbursements,  $100,985  63. 
Leaving  a  balance  of  $6,846  10  in  the  treasury  at  that  date. 

After  surveying  the  whole  field,  and  obtaining  all  the  information 
they  could  as  to  the  probable  receipts  of  another  year,  they  unanimously 
resolved  to  increase  the  appropriations  to  $135,000,  and  to  divide  it  by 
appropriating  $49,000  to  Foreign  Missions. 

The  bishops  here  furnished  a  plan  of  the  Episcopal  districts,  desig- 
nating the  conferences  assigned  to  each  member  of  the  committee 
according  to  the  rule,  to  wit : — 

Providence,  New-England,  New-Hampshire,  Maine,  East  Maine,  and 
Vermont, — Mark  Trafton, 
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P.  R  Sldforf  "^'f''^'  '""'■'''^^-  ^-^»*'  New-York  East,- 

SamS'L™"'"'  °''"''<''''  ^'  0™-=^"''.  «»-<^e,  aad  Michigan,- 

OWo:-!!A"lT't';:'/'«*"S''-  E™.  North  Ohio,  North  Indiana,  and 

■     Cam" -X'"' '""'  '''™-'  ^°™'  »-»-•  Illi""-.  and  I„diana,-Peter 

Foreign  Missions,     . 

Contingent  appropriations,     ...'.'     .'     .'     \     '       ^^'^^^ 

In  all,     .     ,  ^ 

And  so  were  reported  to  the  Board  for  ^heir  concun'ence 

Jn_the  Board  the  follo..ng  additional  appropriaZr^ere  proposed. 

Increase  to  the  China  Mission,     .  ^„  ^^^ 

Contingent  for  Foreign  German  Mission,    '.     '     '  '        ,'onn 

Do.           for  Oregon  and  California  Confor;nc*e,  .*       lo  000 
Increasing  the  aggregate  to  $150,000. 

ing  resolution  was  adopted  ._P'°''^'^^°§^'-     ^^'  ^^is  meeting  the  follow- 
Eesolced,  That  tlie  Secretary  be  reouestpd  fn  t«oV^  • 

iviaj,  2d,  1851,  the  committee  met  at  the  usual  nlacP     5,11  i\!L  i 

present.      P.  P    Sandford    ^r,rsr.\r.i^A     1  ■         P^^^^~a^^  t^e  members 
secretary.  '  ^PPomted  chairman,  and  John  P.  Durbin 

all  to''s?2T'47r'.r^''''*'^.''''?^"  by  conferences,  which  amounted  in 
Aftov«    '     i-^'  "^^^^^'"g  those  of  the  preceding  year  S  891  77 

then  make  the  ao-m-eaate  the  basis  of  n,,r  '^         *  '^'^.^'y  P^^"*'  ^^^^ 
appeal  for  the  -ef ns  to  mS^  t^rc^iL: V^^^^^  ^o  an 

ou^^it^was  believed  that  the  people  would  p^lp^-^^Srfot 

we^^"e3netanf  ihtroT^liTBo^^^^  ^'^  '''''''  ^"^  °^'-- 
Board,  including  the  corr    rndence  of  the  t '"f  ^^^^^'^tees  of  the 

Foreign  Mission^s,  were  refeTed  t^  whL    resS t^^  """"''T^  '^' 
priation  of  $170,000,  as  follows  •_  ^  ""  ^  §^^°^^"^^  ^PP^O" 


Report  of  the  General  Misslomnj  Committee.  137 

To  Foreign  Missions,  $69,000  ;  German  Missions,  835,000 ;  Foreign 
population,  other  than  German,  $10,550;  English  domestic  work, 
839  850  ;  Border  work,  $1,000  ;  Incidental  expenses,  $400  _ 

On  the  28th  of  April,  1852,  the  committee  met  at  the  Mission 
Rooms.  Rev.  J.  M.  Trimble,  appointed  by  Bishop  Morns  to  fill  the  place 
of  our  deceased  Brother  Roper,  appeared  and  took  his  place.  All  tlie 
members  in  attendance.     Organized  as  formerly.  _ 

After  a  patient  and  thorough  investigation  of  the  pressing  wants  m 
the  ditferent  departments  of  the  work,  it  was  resolved  to  appropriate, 
for  the  ensuing  year,  the  sum  of  $200,000,  which  was  divided  as  follows, 

""' To'Foreian  Missions,  $77,577  49  ;  to  Domestic,  including  the  German 
work,  and  the  missions  to  the  foreign  population  other  than  Germans, 
$110,050;  for  contingencies  or  current  expenses,  $7,377  51;  contin- 
gencies allowed  by  constitution,  $5,000.  r  .i  f  •  „ 
The  committee  were  greatly  assisted  in  their  estimates  for  the  toreign 
work  by  the  records  of  the  several  committees  of  the  Boaixi  ha\mg 
the  Foreicrn  Missions  under  their  charge,  and  the  correspondence  in  posses- 
sion of  the  Secretary.  The  practice  of  keeping  a  record  for  each  sepa- 
rate mission,  which  we  understand  has  been  lately  adopted,  is  entitled 
to  our  commendation,  on  account  of  the  facilities  it  furnishes  m  making 
out  the  estimates  necessary  to  sustain  the  foreign  work;  and  we  hope  it 
will  be  continued.  .  .  ^  +^ 
in  consequence  of  information  derived  from  a  commumcation  made  to 
the  Board  by  Brother  Lore,  of  South  America,  the  committee  resolved 
that  a  contingent  appropriation  for  renewing  the  mission  at  Monte  Video, 
at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  bishop  having  the  charge  of  Foreign 
Missions,  be  allowed  to  the  amount  of  $2,000. 

The  committee  also  concurred  with  the  resolution  of  the  Board 
appropriating    $500    towards    a   mission    in    Norway,    Denmark,    and 

's  Luckey  was  charged  with  preparing  a  Report,  to  be  submitted  to 
the  General  Conference.     Adjourned,  to  meet  in  Boston  at  the  call  ot  the 

Chair 

Appendix.~The  records  of  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee  after 
the  last  General  Conference,  which  could  not  be  found  when  the  other 
papers  were  forwarded  from  New- York,  have  been  sent  on.  They  show 
that  the  committee,  met  on  the  13th  of  June,  1848,  and  that^the  sum 
appropriated  was  $80,000,  equally  divided  between  Foreign  and  Domes- 
tic Missions.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

P.  P.  Sandford. 
S.  Luckey. 
P.  Cartwright. 
Joseph  M.  Trimble. 
May  7,  1852. 
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E.— REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COjNBIITTEE  OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 
CONCERN.    1852. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Conference 

assembled. 
Dear  Brethren, — The  Committee  appointed  by  the  last  General  Con- 
ference for  the  Western  Book  Concern  in  Cincinnati  have  met  annually, 
and  made  such  examinations  of  the  entire  state  of  the  Concern,  as  their 
time  and  circumstances  would  allow  ;  and  it  afibrds  us  great  pleasure 
to  be  able  to  say,  that  on  each  of  our  visitations  and  investigations,  we 
have  found  all  things  pertaining  to  the  Concern  moving  on  regularly, 
harmoniously,  and  prosperously.  The  entire  establishment  is  in  a  good 
condition  for  carrjnng  on  the  business — a  suitable  place  for  everything, 
and  everything  in  its  place. 

It  will  be  seen,  from  the  Exhibit  of  the  Agents,  that  the  last  four 
years  of  this  Concern  have  been  more  prosperous  than  any  previous ; 
and  there  has  been  a  gradual  increase  in  the  business  each  year, — the 
last  tlie  most  prosperous  of  the  four.  We  can  truly  say  that,  according 
to  our  best  judgment,  the  business  has  been  faithfully  and  ably  conducted 
by  the  Agents,  and  that  they  are  entitled  to  the  entire  confidence  of  this 
Conference  and  the  Church  at  large. 

The  editorial  departments  have  been  well  sustained  by  their  respective 
incumbents ;  but  we  regret,  however,  that  any  cause  should  have 
occasioned  so  much  absence  of  the  Editors  of  the  Ladies'  Repository 
and  Western  Christian  Advocate.  Whether  these  periodicals  have  suf- 
fered in  consequence  thereof,  Ave  are  not  fully  prepared  to  say. 

The  Western  Book  Concern  is  a  powerful  and  increasing  instrumental- 
ity for  good  in  the  great  Valley  of  the  West ;  and  Ave  doubt  not  but 
that  the  General  Conference  Avill  be  ever  ready  and  forAvard  to  increase 
its  efficiency  as  an  important  part  of  that  common  system,  by  which  Ave  are 
striving  to  spread  our  holy  Christianity,  in  its  poAver  and  purity,  over  all 
lands,  from  the  rising  to  the  going  doAvn  of  the  sun. 

(Signed,)         Geo.  W.  Walker,  Ohio  Conference. 

E.  H.  PiLCHER,  Michigan  " 

L.  B.  GuRLEY,  North  Ohio  " 

Peter  Cartwright,  Illinois  " 

E.  G.  Wood,  Indiana  " 

H.  Crews,  Rock  River  " 
Cincinnati,  April  22,  1852. 


I  fully  concur  in  the  above  report,  except  so  much  of  the  third  para- 
graph as  censures  the  Editors  of  the  Repository  and  Advocate. 

G.  M.  BoswicK,  North  Indiana  Conference. 
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F.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMmTTEE  ON  MISSIONS. 
On  Revision  of  the  Chapter  in  the  Discipline  on  the  Support  of  Missions. 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report,  for  adoption  by  the 
Conference,  a  revision  of  the  chapter  on  missions  for  insertion  in  the  Dis- 
ciphne,  instead  of  the  one  heretofore  existing. 

1.  The  support  of  missions  is  committed  to  the  churches,  congregations, 
and  societies  as  such. 

2.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference,  where  missions 
have  been  or  are  to  be  established,  to  appoint  a  standing  committee,  to 
be  denominated  the  Mission  Committee,  (which  shall  keep  a  record  of 
its  doings  and  report  the  same  to  its  conference,)  whose  duty  it  shall  be, 
in  conjunction  with  the  president  of  the  conference,  to  make  an  esti- 
mate of  the  amount  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission  and 
mission  school,  in  addition  to  the  regular  allowance  of  the  Discipline  to 
preachers  and  their  families  from  year  to  year ;  for  which  amount  the 
president  of  the  conference  for  the  time  being  shall  draw  on  the  Treas- 
lu-er  of  the  Society  in  quarterly  instalments. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  to  form  within  its 
bounds  a  Conference  Missionary  Society,  which  shall  appoint  its  own 
officers,  fix  the  terms  of  membership  and  life-membership,  and  otherwise 
regulate  its  own  administration.  But  it  shall  pay  all  its  funds  into  the 
Treasury  of  the  Parent  Society. 

4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Presiding  Elder  to  bring  the  subject 
of  our  missions  before  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  each  circuit 
and  station  within  his  district  at  the  first  Qviarterly  Meeting  Conference 
in  each  j^ear ;  and  said  conference  shall  proceed  to  appoint  a  committee 
of  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  nine,  (of  which  the  preacher  in 
charge  shall  be  chairman,)  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Missions,  whose 
duty  it  sliall  be  to  aid  the  preacher  m  charge  in  carrying  into  effect  the 
disciplinary  measures  for  the  support  of  our  missions. 

5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  ^lissions,  to  pro\ade  for  the  diffusion  of  missionary  intelligence 
in  the  church  and  congregation. 

6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  to  institute  a  monthly  missionary  prayer  meeting  or 
lecture  in  each  society,  or  church  and  congregation,  wherever  practica- 
ble, for  the  purpose  of  imploring  divine  blessings  on  missions,  for  the 
diffusion  of  missionary  intelligence,  and  to  afford  an  opportunity  of  vol- 
untary offerings  to  the  missionary  cause. 

v.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  aided  by  the  Com- 
mittee on  Missions,  to  appoint  missionary  collectors,  and  furnish  them 
with  suitable  books  and  instructions,  that  they  may  call  on  each  member 
of  the  society,  or  church  and  congregation,  and  on  other  persons,  at  their 
discretion,  for  his  or  her  annual,  semi-annual,  quarterly,  monthly,  or 
weekly  contributions  for  the  support  of  missions.  Said  collectors  shall 
make  monthly  returns  (unless  otherwise  instructed  by  the  committee) 
to  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  to  the  missionary  treasurer  of  the  church, 
V 
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if  there  be  such  treasurer  appointed  by  the  Committee  on  Missions. 
Such  returns  shall  be  fairly  entered  in  a  book,  which  the  comnaittee  shall 
provide,  together  -with  the  collections  and  contributions  received  from 
other  somxes.  Such  entries  shall  set  forth  the  name  of  each  collector, 
the  real  or  assumed  names  of  the  contributors  to  each  collector,  with 
the  "amount  contributed  by  each. 

8.  Each  preacher  in  charge  shall  report  at  conference  to  the  Execu- 
tive Committee,  or  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Conference  Missionaiy 
Society,  a  plain  transcript  of  the  record  of  the  returns  provided  for  in 
section  seven,  comprehending  the  name  of  each  collector  in  his  charge, 
and  the  name,  real  or  assumed,  of  each  contributor  to  each  collector  of 
fifty  cents  or  upwards  during  the  year,  and  the  aggregate  sum  of  all 
contributions  under  fifty  cents  each,  that  they  may  be,  by  said  Execu- 
tive Committee  or  Board  of  Managers,  properly  an-anged,  by  districts 
and  by  charges,  for  publication  in  the  Annual  Report  of  the  Conference 
Missionary  Society,  together  with  the  contributions  and  collections 
received  from  other  sources,  unless  the  Conference  shall  by  vote  de- 
clare such  transcript  returns  and  such  publication  not  to  be  advisable. 

9.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  preacher  in  charge,  with  the  aid  of  the 
Committee  on  Missions,' to  present  once  in  the  year  to  the  societies,  or 
the  churches  and  congi-egations,  the  cause  of  missions,  and  to  ask  pub- 
lic collections  and  contributions  for  the  support  of  the  same.  The  man- 
ner of  asking  and  taking  such  collections  and  contributions  shall  be  at 
the  discretion  of  the  pastor  and  the  Committee  on  Missions  ;  with  this 
injunction,  that  the  pastor  shall  preach,  or  cause  to  be  preached  on  the 
occasion,  one  or  more  sermons ;  and  with  the  recommendation,  that  one 
whole  Sabbath  day  be  given  to  the  cause  on  this  annual  presentation  of 
missions  in  our  principal  churches  and  congregations. 

10.  It  is  earnestly  recommended  that  each  Sunday  school  in  our 
churches  and  congregations  be  organized  into  a  missionary  society,  imder 
such  rules  and  regulations  as  the  pastor,  the  superintendent,  and  teachers 
may  prescribe. 

11.  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  designate  the  month  or  months  in 
which  the  public  collections  and  contributions  for  missions  shall  be  taken 
within  its  bounds. 

12.  The  president  of  the  conference,  at  each  session,  shall  appoint  one 
of  its  members,  with  an  alternate,  to  preach  a  missionary  sermon  during 
its  next  succeeding  session,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  officers  of  the 
Conference  Missionary  Society  shall  designate ;  and  said  ofiicers  shall 
cause  timely  notice  of  such  sermon  to  be  published  abroad. 

13.  It  will  be  expected,  in  the  examination  in  the  Annual  Conference, 
that  reference  will  be  had  to  the  faithful  performance  of  the  duty  of 
preachers  on  this  subject,  in  the  passage  of  character. 

14.  Each  Presiding  Elder  is  charged  with  seeing  that  the  foregoing 
provisions,  so  far  as  apphcable  to  his  district,  are  faithfully  executed 
within  his  district. 

15.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall  be  a  member  of  such  Annual  Con- 
ference as  he  may,  with  the  approbation  of  the  bishops,  select. 

16.  Any  Annual  Conference  may,  at  its  option,  by  a  vote  of  two- 
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thirds  of  its  members,  assume  the  responsibility  of  supporting  such  mis- 
sions already  established  within  its  own  limits,  as  have  hitherto  been 
reported  under  the  head  of  "  Missions  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the 
regular  work ;"  and  for  this  purpose,  it  shall  be  at  liberty  to  organize  a 
Conference  Domestic  Society,  with  branches  ;  provided  such  organizations 
shall  not  interfere  with  the  collection  for  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  required  by  the  Discipline;  2^>'ovid<;d 
also,  that  in  case  more  funds  shall  be  raised  for  such  missions  than  are 
needed,  the  surplus  shall  be  paid  over  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Parent 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  at  New- York,  to  be  appro- 
priated to  such  mission  or  missions,  under  the  care  of  the  Society,  as  may 
be  designated  by  said  conference. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  committee. 

J.  P.  DuRBiN,  /Secretary 
May,  1852. 


G.— REPORT  OF  THE  COJDnTTEE  ON  THE  BIBLE  CAUSE.     1853. 

The  Committee  appointed  by  this  General  Conference  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  condition  and  prospects  of  the  Bible  cause,  desire  to  pre- 
sent the  following  as  their  report : — 

It  is  not  necessary  in  this  place  to  dwell  on  the  necessity  of  a  free  and 
ample  circulation  of  the  word  of  God,  nor  on  the  obligation  of  the  Chris- 
tian Church  and  ministiy  to  give  the  Bible  to  the  world.  These  things 
none  among  us  doubt,  nor  will  they  be  questioned  by  this  General  Con- 
ference. All  admit  that  nothing  but  mischief,  in  various  forms  of  error, 
superstition,  impietj",  and  immorality,  results  from  withholding  the  Bible 
from  the  people ;  while  multiplied  blessings,  secular  and  religious,  result 
from  its  free  circulation.  Where  the  Bible  is  most  freely  circulated 
and  read,  Ave  find  piety,  morality,  mtelligence,  and  civil  liberty  most 
abounding. 

Your  committee  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  condition  of  the  Bible  cause 
in  our  land  is  highly  encouraging.  Of  the  various  organizations  for  dif- 
fusing the  Holy  Scriptiu-es,  we  may  barely  mention  the  American  and 
Foreign  Bible  Society,  among  the  Baptists,  the  Bible  and  Prayer-Book 
Society  of  the  Episcopal  Church,  the  Friends'  Bible  Society,  and  the 
Bible  Union  Society,  recently  established  by  a  portion  of  the  Baptist 
Church,  on  the  principle  of  a  new  version  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.  These 
are  all  doing  something  toward  the  diffusion  of  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and 
are  labouring  with  more  or  less  success  in  the  good  cause. 

But  that  Society  toward  which  we  especially  look  for  the  supply  of  the 
country  Avith  the  word  of  God,  is  the  American  Bible  Society.  "^In  this 
noble  institution  Ave  have  a  deep  and  abiding  interest.  In  the  year  1836 
the  Bible  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Avas  disbanded,  and 
all  its  interests  merged  in  the  great  national  Society.  Since  that  time,  Ave, 
as  a  denomination,  have  relied  on  this  Society  as  the  agency  by  which  to 
carry  into  effect  our  pm-poses  and  desires,  as  Avell  as  meet  our  Avants  in 
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regard  to  the  distribution  of  the  Scriptures.  It  is,  then,  our  interest  to 
know  how  this  Society  prospers,  what  it  is  doing  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
world,  and  how  far  it  is  subser-sing  our  ends. 

Before  proceeding  to  these  several  topics,  it  may  not  be  inappropriate  to 
remark  that  the  American  Bible  Society  is  altogether  a  separate  and  dis- 
tinct organization.  As  its  sole  business  is  to  circulate  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
according  to  the  common  version,  without  note  or  comment,  and  nothing 
else,  it  cannot  have  connexion  or  union  with  any  other.  While  it  makes 
no  war  upon  other  associations,  and  desires  success  to  all  who  are  labour- 
ing to  diffuse  Christian  knowledge  and  xnrtue,  and  is  ready  to  aid  them 
in  its  proper  sphere,  and  in  its  appropriate  modes,  yet  it  can  make  no 
entangling  alliances.  It  stands  upon  its  own  footing,  and  desires  to  work, 
if  we  understand  its  policy,  by  its  own  agencies. 

We  are  glad  to  be  able  to  report  that  this  Society  is  in  a  highly  pros- 
perous condition,  and  its  prospects  of  usefulness  were  never  more  flatter- 
ing. It  had,  in  the  year  1816,  but  a  small  beginning;  but,  sustamed  by 
the  prayers  and  hberality  of  the  Christian  Church,  and  guided  by  wise 
and  liberal  counsels,  it  has  attained  a  magnitude  and  importance  that 
make  it  one  of  the  glories  of  our  land.  Tlie  last  year  of  its  operations, 
we  learn  from  an  abstract  of  its  Annual  Report,  presented  at  the  late  Anni- 
versary, has  exceeded  any  former  year,  in  the  amount  of  its  receipts  and 
the  extent  of  its  operations.  The  receipts  were  over  $308,000,  being 
more  than  $31,800  beyond  those  of  the  foimer  year,  while  the  number 
of  volumes  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  issued  by  the  Society  was  over  666,000, 
being  an  increase  of  more  than  73,000  over  the  year  before.  This  makes 
the  total  number  of  volumes  issued  since  the  fonnation  of  this  Society, 
over  ^000,000  of  Bibles  and  Testaments.  Besides  this,  probably  an 
equal  number  have  been  issued  by  private  booksellers. 

The  copies  of  the  Bible  thus  issued  have  gone  into  all  parts  of  our 
country.  They  are  circulating  now  east,  west,  north,  and  south,  among 
white  and  coloured,  free  and  bond  ;  while  many  have  been  sent  to  distant 
countries,  either  directly,  or  by  supplying  foreigners  in  oiu-  own  country, 
or  by  our  chaplains  and  missionaries  in  foreign  countries.  In  this  way 
many  Bibles  and  Testaments  have  gone  to  South  America,  and  Africa, 
and  China,  and  to  Italy,  Spain,  and  Portugal. 

Besides  the  extensive  distribution  of  Bibles,  we  also  learn  that  the 
Society  has  been  enabled  to  do  much  the  past  year  toward  printing  the 
Bible  in  foreign  lands.  The  aggregate  of  its  appropriations  to  the  for- 
eign work  was  nearly  $31,000. 

Inquiries,  we  believe,  in  no  captious  spirit,  have  sometimes  been  made 
as  to  the  principle  or  manner  of  the  foreign  appropriations.  We  have 
been  led  to  look  into  this  subject,  and  are  satisfied  that  the  utmost  fair- 
ness has  been  and  is  observed  by  the  Society  on  this  subject.  It  has 
been  said  that  the  money  raised  for  publishing  the  Bible  has  been  paid 
foi-  the  support  of  missionaries.  We  believe  there  is  not  the  least  ground 
for  this  assertion.  The  missionaries,  severally,  are  supported  by  their 
own  boards,  and  translate  the  Scriptures  as  a  part  of  their  missionary 
work,  the  Bible  Society  paying  nothing  for  translating,  except,  per- 
haps, in  a  few  cases,  where  a  native  has  been  hired  expressly  to  aid 
the  translator  or  to  coiTCct  the   proof-sheets.     The  American   Bible 
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Society  pays  only  for  printing  and  publishing  the  Scriptures  Avhen 
translated. 

It  has  also  been  asked  what  security  there  is  for  an  impartial  rendering 
of  the  original  text.  Safety  for  this  is  found  in  the  charter  of  the  Society, 
The  Society  is  shut  up  to  this  very  thing.  It  is  required  to  make  all 
versions  in  foreign  lands  conform,  as  nearly  as  the  nature  of  the  language 
into  which  the  version  is  made  will  allow,  to  the  version  in  common  use 
among  us.  At  least  every  version  must  be  such  that  all  denominations 
can  use  it  equally.  The  translation  must  be  impartial.  Nothing  else 
accords  with  the  spirit  and  language  of  the  constitution  of  this  Society : 
and  on  no  other  condition  would  appropriations  be  made  by  the  managers 
of  this  Society. 

From  careful  inquiry  and  observation  we  are  satisfied  that  the  American 
Bible  Society  is  eminently  catholic  and  liberal,  and  free  from  sectarian 
bias.  Its  agents  a)'e  from  all  evangelical  denominations  patronizing  the 
institution,  of  which  our  own  Church  furnishes  its  full  proportion ;  its 
active  committees  are  formed  in  the  same  liberal  manner ;  and  its  gratu- 
itous grants  show  equal  impartiality. 

In  regard  to  grants,  both  of  books  and  funds,  Ave  have  just  reason  to 
be  satisfied.  It  should  be  remembered  that  the  immense  circulation  of 
the  precious  volume  in  our  own  country  by  this  Society  is  a  general 
blessing  in  wliich  we  participate  in  common  with  others.  The  diffusion 
of  religious  knowledge  is  a  general  good,  and  subserves  the  end  for 
which  we  live  and  labour.  It  aids  us  in  the  objects  of  our  mission.  But 
in  addition  to  this  general  and  common  good,  we,  as  a  Church,  have  been, 
from  time  to  time,  recipients  of  special  grants  to  meet  our  various  exi- 
gencies. Liberal  appropriations  have  been  made  to  us,  and  continue  to 
be  made,  as  occasion  requires.  The  wants  of  our  home  work  have  been 
supplied  by  grants  to  our  Sunday-School  Union,  and  in  various  other 
ways.  At  the  request  of  our  Missionary  Board,  the  New  Testament  Avas 
published  in  Swedish  and  English  in  parallel  columns.  Our  missions 
have  been  supphed  in  California  and  'New  Mexico,  and  extremely  liberal 
grants  have  been  made  to  our  missions  in  China  and  Germany.  In  these 
appropriations  Ave  have  been  most  generously  dealt  by.  Indeed,  Ave  do 
not  knoAV  of  any  arrangement  by  which  Ave  could  have  been  so  effectually 
and  economically  supplied  with  Bibles  and  Testaments  in  our  various 
departments  of  Christian  labour. 

Among  the  useful  labours  of  this  Society,  during  the  past  four  years, 
may  be  mentioned  the  complete  re\-ision  of  the  entire  Bible,  and  expur- 
gation of  the  sacred  text  from  many  inaccuracies  that  had  crept  into  it  in 
passing  so  repeatedly  through  the  press.  The  full  statement  of  this 
Avork  Avould  occupy  too  much  time.  A  fcAv  brief  remarks  maj'-  not  be 
unacceptable  to  the  General  Conference.  The  work  of  revision  Avas  per- 
formed by  a  committee  of  clergymen,  of  distinguished  learning  and 
ability,  from  different  denominations — Rev.  Drs.  George  Peck  and  John 
M'Clintock  being  chosen  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  tlie 
reA'ision,  the  royal  octavo  edition  of  the  English  Bible,  issued  by  the 
American  Bible  Society,  was  adopted  as  the  basis,  and  was  compared 
Avith  the  four  leading  British  editions ;  namely,  those  of  London,  Oxford, 
Cambridge,  and  Edmbmgh,  and,  also,  with  the  original  edition  of  1611. 
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The  comparison  related  to  orthography,  capital  lettei-s,  words  in  italic, 
and  punctuation,  together  with  the  contents  of  the  chapters  and  the  run- 
ning heads  of  the  columns.  Where  the  copies  consulted  were  uniform, 
no  change  was  made  ;  and,  generally,  where  they  differed,  the  unifoi*m 
usage  of  any  three  was  followed.  In  this  way  no  unauthorized  change 
was  admitted,  and,  indeed,  no  delation  whatever  from  the  estabhshed 
version,  except  to  make  it  accord  as  nearly  as  possible  -with  the  minds  of 
the  original  translators.  It  is,  therefore,  in  no  sense,  a  new  version,  but 
only  our  common  version  expurgated  from  the  blemishes  that  had  un- 
avoidably crept  into  it  in  the  various  editions  and  impressions  that  had 
been  made  in  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  These  errors  or 
variations  were  found  to  be  about  24,000,  yet  among  all  these  was  not 
one  that  materially  affected  any  point  in  faith  or  practice.  It  may  be 
added  that  no  correction  or  alteration  was  made  but  with  the  unanimous 
voice  of  the  committee. 

Your  committee  believe  that  in  this  work  the  American  Bible  Society 
has  performed  a  ser\ace  for  which  every  lover  of  the  pure  word  of  God 
ought  to  be  grateful.  As  yet  only  one  new  set  of  stereotype  plates,  with 
the  last  emendations,  has  been  prepared,  and  that  in  royal  octavo. 
Others  will  be  prepared,  we  understand,  with  all  convenient  despatch. 

Your  committee  may,  likewise,  remark,  that,  in  consequence  of  the 
great  increase  of  demand  for  the  labours  of  this  Society,  the  buildings  at 
present  in  use  have  become  entirely  inadequate,  having  neither  the  space 
nor  the  convenience  required.  The  Society  have,  therefore,  purchased 
gromid  in  a  most  convenient  and  desirable  location,  and  are  about  erect- 
ing a  spacious  and  commodious  structure.  The  friends  of  the  Bible 
cause  owe  it  to  the  sagacious  and  liberal  management  of  the  Board  of 
Managers,  that  the  erection  of  this  building  will  draw  nothing  from  the 
ordinary  funds  of  the  Society.  It  will  be  erected  by  funds  contributed 
for  this  special  purpose,  and  chiefly  in  the  city  of  New- York.  In  view 
of  the  above  facts,  your  committee  respectfully  submit  the  following 
resolution : — 

Resolved,  ThatVe,  the  members  of  this  delegated  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  highly  appreciate  the  importance 
and  value  of  the  American  Bible  Society,  as  well  as  its  zeal  and  efficiency ; 
that  we  acknowledge  the  great  blessings  that  we  and  our  sister  Churches 
are  receiving  from  its  wise  and  liberal  exertions  in  scattering  abroad  mul- 
tiplied copies  of  the  word  of  God  ;  and  that  we  will  cordially  unite  in  its 
support,  and  encourage  our  ministers  and  people  everywhere  to  do  the 
same.  C.  Elliott.  • 

J.   HOLDICH, 

D.  W.  Bristol, 
A.  A.  Reese, 
W.  Hunter. 
Boston,  Mass.,  May  24, 1852. 
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H.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  GERMAN  WORK.— NO.  I. 

The  Committee  on  the  German  Work  report,  That  they  have  care- 
fully considered  the  unanimous  petition  of  their  German  brethren  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  praying  this  General  Conference  to  appoint  two 
Editors  for  our  German  publications,  one  of  whom  they  desired  to  com- 
pile a  Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  also,  that  he  should 
officially  visit  the  different  Annual  Conferences  with  which  the  German 
Missions  may  be  connected,  conduct  the  missionary  correspondence  for 
this  department,  and  represent  the  comparative  wants  of  the  German 
work  in  the  General  Mission  Committee. 

Your  committee  are  of  opinion  that,  however  desirable  and  advanta- 
geous it  might  be  to  have  a  German  brother  charged  with  these  great 
interests,  and  clothed  with  such  functions,  yet  the  duties  could  not  well 
be  performed  by  an  Editor,  and  we  cannot  believe  that  the  demand  at 
present  would  justify  the  appointment  of  a  minister  to  that  especial  work, 
nor  can  we  see  how  a  suitable  man  could  be  spared  from  the  regular 
labours  of  the  ministry  to  serve  in  this  office. 

As  it  regards  the  publication  of  a  Commentary  in  the  German  language, 
your  committee  are  fully  convinced  that  there  is  no  publication  Avhich 
the  Genxian  people  need  more,  or  that  would  promise  greater  usefulness. 
Under  the  same  conviction,  the  General  Conference,  at  its  late  session, 
advised  it,  and  authorized  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  publish  such 
a  Commentary.  But  the  time  of  the  Editor  was  wholly  occupied  -with 
the  enlarged  Apologist,  and  the  compilation  of  Smiday-school  and  other 
books. 

In  order  that  a  Commentary  may  be  prepared  within  the  next  four 
years,  the  Editor  must  have  a  regular  assistant,  elected  by  the  General 
Conference,  and  other  occasional  help ;  or  the  Book  Agents  must  be 
authorized  to  furnish  him  with  such  editorial  assistance  as  he  may  need 
for  his  whole  work.  And  as  your  committee  cannot  see  how  a  suitable 
minister  can  be  spared  from  other  important  departments  of  the  work, 
they  submit  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence the  following  resolutions,  viz. : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Editor  be  instructed  to  prepare  for 
publication  within  the  next  four  years  a  brief  Commentary  on  the  New 
Testament. 

2.  That  two  German  ministers,  and  one  from  the  Enghsh  department, 
be  appointed  by  the  bishops  a  committee,  and  pass  upon  the  work  before 
it  is  published. 

3.  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  are  hereby  authorized  and 
instnicted  to  furnish  the  Editor  with  all  the  help  he  may  need  for  his 
whole  work  to  any  amount  not  exceeding  one  thousand  dollars  annually. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

[Signed,]         John  F.  Wright,  Chairman. 

10 
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L— REPORT  OF  THE  COMmTTEE  ON  THE  GERMAN  WORK.— NO.  H, 

We  find  the  German  work  in  a  state  of  great  prosperity.  Within  the 
last  four  years  our  mission  fields  in  this  department  have  been  greatly 
enlarged,  and  many  new  ones  have  been  adopted  and  occupied.  The 
Lord  has  blessed  the  labours  of  our  German  missionaries  with  most  signal 
success ;  through  their  instrumentality  thousands  of  German  immigrants 
have  heard  the  joyful  sound  of  a  free,  full  and  present  salvation,  and  a 
pure  Christianity  has  been  sent  back  to  the  fatherland,  which  is  spread- 
ing a  salutaiy  and  saving  influence  over  the  country  of  Luther  and  the 
birthplace  of  the  Reformation. 

Thjs  glorious  work,  like  many  other  features  of  Methodism,  has  been 
from  the  beginning  distinctly  marked  to  be  of  God,  and  has  expanded 
in  accordance  with  the  openings  of  Providence  and  the  force  of  circum- 
stances. Not  only  has  a  deep  impression  been  made  upon  the  German 
population  out  of  our  Church,  but  the  conviction  is  forced  upon  many 
American  minds,  that  this  gracious  work  is  so  far  from  being  ephemeral, 
that  it  is  destined  to  spread  over  this  and  other  lands  where  Gennans 
live,  and  will  continue  so  long  as  the  German  language  is  spoken. 

The  pohcy  adopted  at  the  session  of  the  General  Conference  in  1848, 
to  include  the  German  itinerant  preachers  in  certain  specified  conferences 
irrespective  of  the  boundary  lines  within  which  their  fields  of  labour  may 
lie,  has  worked  well,  and  has  been  crowned  with  the  divine  blessing. 
But  the  number  of  German  preachers  in  the  Ohio  and  Illinois  Confer- 
ences has  increased  so  much,  that  mutual  convenience,  as  well  as  the 
future  success  of  the  German  work,  makes  some  change  indispensably 
necessary.  To  meet  this  necessity,  a  great  majority  of  the  Gennan 
preachers  in  the  Ohio  Conference  propose  and  advocate  in  the  memorial 
refen-ed  to  your  committee,  the  organization  of  an  Aimual  Conference, 
to  include  all  the  German  itinerant  preachers  and  their  fields  of  labour 
hitherto  connected  with  the  Ohio  Conference.  This  conference,  though 
consisting  only  of  German  preachers,  is  proposed  to  do  its  business  just 
as  every  other  conference  in  the  English  language.  The  memorialists 
argue  in  favour  of  this  plan  with  considerable  zeal  and  strength,  and  ought 
not  to  be  suspected  of  any  want  of  attachment  to  their  brethren  who 
speak  only  the  English  language,  or  any  desire  to  be  less  controlled  by 
the  constituted  authorities  and  regulations  of  the  Church  of  their  choice. 
Their  only  aim  is,  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  has  done  so  much 
for  them,  to  improve  the  talents  put  into  their  hands  in  the  best  possi- 
ble way,  to  become  efficient  Methodist  preachers  in  every  respect,  and  to 
make  their  members  soimd  and  well-trained  American  Methodists. 
Thmking  that  this  could  be  best  accomphshed  by  the  organization  of  a 
separate  Annual  Conference  for  the  German  travelling  preachers  now  con- 
nected with  the  Ohio  Conference,  they  propose  this  measure,  and  cer- 
tainly furnish  many  plausible  and  strong  reasons  for  such  an  arrange- 
ment. 

Your  committee,  however,  while  they  appreciate  the  reasoning  of  their 
German  brethren  and  award  to  them  the  purest  motives,  cannot  concui 
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with  their  petition,  and  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion,  that  the  erection 
of  a  separate  Annual  Conference  for  German  preachers  is  not  expedient. 
The  disadvantages  arising  from  such  a  measure  at  present,  would,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  outweigh  the  advantages  which  our  German 
brethren  expect  to  derive  from  it.  It  would  diminish  the  deep  interest 
and  lively  sympathy  and  co-operation  of  their  American  brethren  for  the 
German  woi'k,  produce  more  or  less  alienation  of  feeling,  and  cause  im- 
pressions which  our  German  brethren  do  not  wish  to  make. 

The  committee  is  confirmed  in  this  view  of  the  memorial  from  Ohio, 
by  the  fact  that  one  whole  German  District  in  the  Ohio  Conference  does 
not  wish  a  separate  Conference ;  and  that  the  German  brethren  of  the 
Illinois  Conference,  who  are  situated  like  those  in  Ohio,  prefer  a  distri- 
bution of  theii'  number  into  two  Conferences  to  a  formation  into  a  separate 
Conference. 

The  committee  would,  therefore,  recommend  that  the  German  itin- 
erant preachers  be  attached,  for  fom-  years  to  come,  to  the  following 
Conferences : — 

1.  The  Pittsburgh,  the  North  Ohio,  and  the  Cincinnati  District,  with 
the  excepVon  of  Lawrenceburgh,  be  connected  vdth  the  Ohio  Annual 
Conference. 

2.  The  North  Indiana  District,  as  it  now  is,  and  the  Indiana  District, 
with  the  addition  of  Lawrenceburgh,  be  connected  with  the  South-East 
Indiana  Conference. 

3.  The  St.  Louis,  the  Missouri  and  the  Qumcy  Districts,  with  the 
exception  of  Pekin  and  Peoria  Missions,  be  connected  with  the  Illinois 
Conference. 

4.  The  Wisconsin  and  Iowa  Districts,  with  the  addition  of  Pekin  and 
Peoria  Missions,  be  connected  with  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

5.  The  Gei-man  Missions  in  the  east  remain  in  connexion  with  the  New- 
York  Conference. 

[Signed,]        John  F.  Wright,  Chairman. 


J.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  LAY  DELEGATION,  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE.    1852. 

The  Committee  to  whom  were  referred  the  petitions  and  memorials  on 
the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  respectfully  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  they  have  examined  the  memorial  and  address  presented  by  the 
delegates  from  the  Convention  in  favour  of  Lay  Delegation,  held  in  Phil- 
adelphia in  March  last ;  and  also  the  address  presented  by  the  delegates 
from  the  Conference  of  laymen,  held  in  Philadelphia  during  the  present 
month,  in  opposition  to  that  movement ;  and  also  the  petitions  and  memo- 
rials presented  to  the  Conference  from  various  parts  of  the  Church, 
chiefly  against  any  alteration  of  the  present  economy  of  the  Church. 

They  have  also  heard  with  pleasure  the  statements  made  before  the 
committee  by  the  delegates  from  the  Convention  and  from  the  Confer- 
ence, and  they  desire  to  bear  testimony  to  the  Christian  spirit,  and  the 
devotion  to  the  interests  of  the  Church,  especially  as  to  its  Itinerancy  and 
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Episcopacy,  manifested  by  the  various  speakers  who  represented  both 
these  bodies. 

After  having  fully  considered  the  petitions  and  arguments  presented, 
and  having  examined  the  probable  effect  the  introduction  of  Lay  Dele- 
gates into  the  General  and  Annual  Conferences  would  have  upon  the 
interests  of  the  Church,  your  committee  are  unanimously  of  opinion  that 
such  a  change  is  inexpedient.  As  this  subject  has  been  on  various 
occasions  in  the  history  of  our  Church  fully  discussed,  your  committee 
deem  it  unnecessary  to  enter  at  present  into  any  argument  in  support  of 
their  views.  While  they  highly  appreciate  the  spirit  which  character- 
izes the  movements  of  those  brethren  who  advocate  a  change,  and  while 
they  most  ardently  desire  the  full  and  cordial  co-operation  of  the  laity 
and  ministry  in  all  our  enterprises,  still  they  are  fully  convinced  that 
the  proposed  change  would  not  be  advantageous  to  the  interests  of  the 
Church. 

Your  committee  must  also  add  that  they  doubt  whether  any  other 
system  has  ever  sociired  the  co-operation  of  the  laity  with  the  ministiy 
more  efficiently  than  has  the  Methodist  economy.  Our  fathers  Avere 
more  pre-eminently  distinguished  for  their  "  works  of  faith  and  labours 
of  love,"  and  the  same  spirit  is  still  manifested  in  their  sons  in  the  gos- 
pel. There  is  a  wide  field  for  activity  presented  in  the  various  offices 
and  agencies  employed  in  the  Church  ;  this  sphere  is  constantly  widen- 
ing, and  a  large  discretion  is  already  accorded  to  the  various  Annual 
Conferences  in  reference  to  financial  arrangements. 

Your  committee  have  also  ascertained,  both  from  the  petitions  pre- 
sented, and  from  the  facts  within  their  own  personal  knowledge,  emanat- 
ing as  they  do  from  all  sections  of  the  work,  that  there  is  a  strong  oppo- 
sition in  the  great  mass  of  membership  to  the  proposed  change.  They 
therefore  present  the  following  resolution  : — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  so  to  alter  the  economy  of  the  Church 
as  to  introduce  Lay  Delegation  into  the  General  and  Annual  Conferences. 
(Signed,)        M.  Raymond,  Secretary. 


K.— REPORT  ON  BOUNDARIES.     1852. 

The  Nexv  -  York  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  included  in 
the  New- York,  Poughkeepsie,  Rhinebeck,  Delaware,  and  Newburgh  Dis- 
tricts. 

The  New  -  York  East  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  East  New- York, 
the  New-Haven,  the  Hartford,  and  the  Long  Island  Districts,  including, 
in  the  city  of  New-Yoi-k,  all  those  charges  lying  east  of  a  line  running 
through  the  Third  Avenue,  Bowery,  Chatham-street  and  Broadway. 

The  Providence  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Connecticut  lying  east  of  the  Connecticut  River,  all  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  Millville  and  Blackstone  stations  in  Massachusetts,  and  also 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  lying  south-east  of  a  line 
drawn  from  the  noilh-east  corner  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the 
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mouth  of  the  Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run  as  to  leave  Wal- 
pole  station  and  Quincy  Point  within  the  bounds  of  the  New-England 
Conference. 

Tlie  New-England  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Massa- 
chusetts lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains  not  embraced  in  the  New- 
Harapshirc  and  Pi-ovidence  Conference. 

The  Maine  Conference,  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  Maine 
lying  west  of  the  Kennebeck  River,  from  the  mouth  to  the  Great  Bend 
below  Skowhegan,  and  of  a  line  running  from  thence  north  to  the  State 
line,  (including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta  stations  in  Maine  Conference,) 
and  that  part  of  New-Hampshire  lying  east  of  the  White  Hills,  and 
north  of  the  waters  of  the  Ossipee  Lake. 

The  East  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 

The  New-Ifampshire  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  New- 
Harapsliire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine  Conference,  and  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  north-east  of  the  Merrimack  river. 

The  Vermont  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Vermont,  except 
that  part  lying  west  of  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains,  embraced  in 
the  Troy  Conference. 

The  Troy  Conference  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany,  embracing  Rich- 
mondville  station  from  Oneida  Conference,  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burling- 
ton, Plattsburgh,  and  St.  Albans  Districts. 

The  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together  with  Rose  circuit, 
that  ])ai-t  of  the  State  of  New- York  west  of  the  Troy  Conference, 
not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  all  the  societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  said  canal,  except 
Utica,  Canistota,  Montezuma,  and  Port  Byron. 

The  Oneida  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  south  of  the  Black  River  Conference,  and  east  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
'  and  north  of  aline  running  east  from  Newfield  to  Ithaca.  From  thence, 
following  the  Cattskill  turnpike  to  Greene,  and  from  thence  following  the 
same  line  of  road  through  Masonville  to  the  New- York  Conference,  in- 
cluding all  the  charges  through  which  said  line  passes.  From  thence  on 
the  west  line  of  the  New- York  Conference  to  East  Worcester.  From 
thence  on  the  west  line  of  the  Troy  Conference  to  the  Erie  Canal,  in- 
cluding Fort  Plain. 

The  Wyoming  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of  New- 
York  not  included  in  the  Oneida,  East  Genesee  and  New- York  Confer- 
ences, and  the  Susquehanna  and  Wyoming  Districts  in  the  State  of  Penn- 
sylvania, including  Stoddartsville  circuit. 

The  East  Genesee  Conference  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New- York  west  of  Black  River,  Oneida  and  Wyoming  Conferences,  and 
east  of  the  Genesee  River,  excepting  Lima  station,  including  the  whole 
of  the  city  of  Rochester,  together  with  so  much  of  the  Stale  of  Penn- 
sylvania as  is  included  in  the  Elmira  and  Corning  Districts. 

The  Genesee  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New-York,  including  Lima  station,  west  of  the  East  Genesee  Confer- 
ence, except  so  much  as  is  included  in  the  Erie  Annual  Conference,  and 
also  Sniithport,  Coudersport  and  Bradford  circuits  in  Pennsylvania. 
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The  JErk  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake  Erie,  on 
the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus  Creek,  thence 
up  said  ci-eek  to  the  village  of  Lodi,  leaving  said  village  in  the  Genesee 
Conference,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River,  at  the  mouth  of  Tunanquant 
Creek,  thence  up  said  creek,  eastward  to  the  ridge  dividing  between  the 
waters  of  Clarion  and  Sinnamahoning  Creeks,  thence  south  to  the  head 
of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek,  exclusive  of  the  Milton 
society,  to  the  Alleghany  River,  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north-west- 
erly direction  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the  north  part  of 
Butler  and  New- Castle  circuits,  and  also  including  Petersbui-gh,  thence 
west  to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  including 
Akron  and  Cleveland  city. 

The  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  south-east  corner  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference,  and  thence  south,  following  the  course  of  the 
Muskingum  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  Riv^r,  including  the  city 
of  Zanesville  and  the  town  of  Marietta,  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  thence  north  to  the  south-east  corner 
of  Fayette  County,  leaving  Sinking  Spring  circuit  and  Bethesda  and 
Rapid  Foi-ge  Societies  in  Highland  County,  west  of  this  line,  and  Washing- 
ton circuit  east,  except  Fairfield,  which  shall  be  left  west  of  said  line, 
thence  north-west  to  the  western  boundary  of  said  county  of  Fayette, 
thence  in  a  due-north  direction  to  the  southern  boimdary  of  the  North 
Ohio  Conference,  leaving  Vienna  circuit  west  of  said  line,  thence  east 
with  the  southern  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to  the  place  of 
beginning. 

The  Cincinnati  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  mouth  of  Ohio 
Brush  Creek,  and  shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and 
on  the  west  by  the  Indiana  State  hne,  to  the  southern  bounds  of  the 
North  Ohio  Conference,  at  the  south-west  corner  of  Dark  Coimty,  thence 
eastwardly  along  said  line,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Sidney  and  Delaware 
Districts  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  to  the  boundary  of  the  Ohio 
Conference  at  its  junction  with  the  southern  line  of  the  North  Ohio  Con- 
ference, thence  in  a  south-eastwardly  direction  with  said  western  line  of 
the  Ohio  Conference  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  Kentucky  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky,  except- 
ing so  much  of  said  State  as  is  included  in  the  Western  Virginia  Confer- 
ence. 

The  North  Ohio  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of-  Ohio  not  included  in  the  Ohio,  Cincinnati,  Pittsbm-gh  and  Erie  Confer- 
ences. 

The  Pittshurgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  the  Erie 
Conference,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  along  the  tops  of  the  Alleghany 
Mountains  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania,  then<;e  west 
along  said  line,  to  the  south-east  corner  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
thence  along  the  line  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  to  the  Ohio 
River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  River, 
thence  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  towns  of  Marietta  and  Zanes- 
ville, to  the  Tuscarawas  River,  thence  tip  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  town 
of  Massillon,  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conference. 

The    Western    Virginia    Conference   shall   be   bounded   as   folloAvs* 
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Beginning  at  the  south-west  corner  of  the  Pennsylvania  hne,  thence  along 
said  hne  to  the  north-east  corner  of  Ohio  County,  Virginia,  so  as  to 
include  Wheeling  Creek  mission  and  Triad elphia  circuits  ;  thence  the 
most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as  to  include  the  Short  Creek  and 
Liberty  circuit,  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  Ohio  River,  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  River,  thence  up  said  river,  so  as 
to  include  the  Charleston  District ;  on  the  south  and  east  it  shall  be 
bounded  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  the  Pennsylvania  State  line, 
thence  westward  by  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

The  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Michigan. 

The  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  viz.  : — Beginning 
at  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek  on  the  Ohio  River,  thence  with  said  creek 
to  the  Jeffersonville  Railroad,  thence  by  said  railroad  to  Rockford,  thence 
by  the  East  Fork  of  White  River  to  Columbus,  thence  by  the  Madison 
and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  Franklin,  thence  by  the  Plank  Road  to  the 
BluflFs  of  White  River,  thence  north  by  said  river  to  the  southern  line 
of  the  Donation  of  Indianapolis,  thence  east  by  said  line  to  Meridian- 
street,  thence  north  by  said  street  to  its  intersection  with  Market-street, 
thence  Avest  by  Market-street  to  the  Donation  hne,  then  south  by  said 
Donation  hne  to  the  National  Road,  thence  by  the  National  Road  west 
to  the  intersection  of  the  Greencastle  State  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles 
west  of  Stilesville,  thence  with  said  State  Road  to  the  town  plat  of 
Greencastle,  thence  due  south  to  Seminary-street,  thence  by  said  street 
to  College-street,  including  the  second  charge  in  Greencastle,  together 
with  lot  No.  153,  thence  due  south  to  the  southern  border  of  the  col- 
lege grounds,  upon  a  hne  equally  diAiding  the  college  campus  and  build- 
ing, thence  due  west  to  the  Walnut  Fork  of  Eel  River,  thence  down  said 
river  to  its  intersection  with  the  National  Road,  thence  with  said  road  to 
the  western  hne  of  the  State,  including  all  the  towns  on  the  National 
Road  west  of  Indianapohs  in  Indiana  Conference,  except  the  city  of 
Terre  Haute,  thence  by  the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River, 
thence  by  the  State  line  to  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of 
beginning. 

The  North-Western  Indiana  Conference  shall  embrace  all  of  north- 
western Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  State  and  Lake  of  Michigan, 
east  by  the  Michigan  Road  and  St.  Joseph  River,  south  by  Indiana  Con- 
ference, and  west  by  the  State  of  Illinois ;  also  the  city  of  Terre  Haute, 
with  so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  hes 
north  of  Market-street,  and  west  of  Meridian-street,  with  all  the  towns 
on  the  Michigan  Road  except  Logansport. 

The  Xortli  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  north-eastern 
Indiana,  bounded  north  by  Michigan,  east  by  Ohio,  south  by  the  National 
Road,  and  west  by  the  Michigan  Road  as  far  north  as  South  Bend,  thence 
down  St.  Joseph  River  to  the  Michigan  State  line ;  also  the  town  of 
Logansport,  all  the  towns  on  the  National  Road  east  of  Indianapolis,  and 
so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapohs  within  the  Donation  as  hes  north  of 
Market-street,  and  east  of  Meridian-street. 

The  South- Eastern  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  south- 
eastern Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  National  Road,  east  by  Ohio, 
south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and  west  by  the  Indiana  Conference  ;  so  much 
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of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies  south  of  Market- 
street,  and  east  of  Meridian-street,  and  all  the  towns  and  societies  on  the 
line  between  Indiana  and  South-Eastern  Indiana  Conferences. 

The  Rock  River  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Illinois  lying 
north  of  the  line  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  not  included  in  the  "Wiscon- 
sin Conference. 

The  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  the  territory  embraced  in  the 
State  of  Wisconsin,  with  the  addition  of  so  much  of  Council  Hill  and 
Monroe  circuits  as  lies  within  the  State  of  Illinois,  and  all  the  Territory 
of  Minnesota. 

The  Iowa  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Iowa,  and  the  Territory 
of  Nebraska ;  except  so  much  as  is  occupied  by  the  Indian  Missions  now 
in  connexion  with  the  Missouri  Conference. 

The  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  Illinois  not  included 
in  South  Illinois  Conference,  south  of  the  following  line,  namely  :  Begin- 
ning at  Warsaw  on  the  Mississippi  River,  thence  to  Vermont,  thence  to 
the  mouth  of  Spoon  River,  thence  to  the  Indiana  State  line,  embracing 
Warsaw,  Vermont,  Havana  circuit,  Bloomington  station,  and  Danville 
circuit. 

The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of  Illinois 
lying  south  of  the  following  line  :  Beginning  on  the  Mississippi  River  at 
Gilead,  in  Calhoun  County,  thence  east  to  the  north-west  corner  of  Jersey 
County,  thence  with  the  northern  line  of  said  county,  thence  with  the 
Macoussin  Creek  east  of  Carlinville,  thence  east  to  Hillsboro',  in  Mont- 
gomery County,  to  leave  Hillsboro,  Carrolton,  Greenvile,  Carlinville, 
and  Hillsboro'  circuits  within  the  Illinois  Conference ;  thence  east 
through  Fayette  and  Effingham  Counties,  to  the  north-west  comer  of 
Jasper  County,  thence  with  the  north  line  of  Jasper  and  Crawford 
Counties  to  Wabash  River  and  Indiana  State  line. 

The  Missouri  Conference  shall  include  the  State  of  Mi-ssouri,  except 
that  part  lying  south  of  the  Osage  River,  and  west  of  Miller,  Pulaski, 
and  Ashley  Counties,  and  that  part  of  the  Nebraska  Tenitory  embracing 
the  Indian  Missions  in  said  territory. 

The  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  States  of  Arkansas,  Texas, 
and  so  much  of  New-Mexico  as  lies  east  of  the  Rocky  Mountains,  and 
that  part  of  the  Indian  Territory  west  of  Arkansas,  and  so  much  of  the 
State  of  Missouri  as  is  not  included  in  the  Missouri  Conference. 

The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  Virginia  not 
embraced  in  the  Western  Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  and  Philadelphia  Con- 
ferences, and  which  is  bounded  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of 
the  Rappahannock  River,  running  with  said  river  to  the  head  waters 
thereof,  (including  Fredericksburgh,)  thence  by  the  Blue  Ridge  to  New 
River,  taking  in  Floyd  circuit,  thence  by  New  River  to  the  boundary  of 
the  Western  Virginia  Conference;  and  the  Western  Shore  of  Maryland, 
except  a  small  portion  included  in  the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains  and 
west  of  the  Susquehanna  River,  including  Huntingdon  and  Northumber- 
land Districts. 

The  Philadelphia  Conference  shall  include  the  Eastern  Shore  of  Mary- 
land and  Virginia,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of  Pennsyl- 
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vania  lying  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Rivers,  except  so 
much  as  !s  included  in  Baltimore,  Wyoming,   and  New-Jersey  Con- 

^^""T^Tkew-Jerseri  Conference  shall  include  the  whole  State  of  New-Jer- 
sey Staten  Island,  andso  much  of  the  States  of  New- York  and  Pennsyl- 
vania as  is  now  included  in  the  Newton  and  Paterson  Dishncts. 
The  Oregon  Cmference  shall  embrace  the  Territory  of  Oregon.  _ 
The  California  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  of  Cahforma,  the 
Territory  of  Utah,  and  so  much  of  the  Territory  of  New-Mexico  as  lies 
west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains.  ,  ^     .  +i,^ 

Liberia  Conference.  There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference  on  the 
Western  Coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  the  Liberia  Mission  Annual 
Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights,  powers  and  pnvileges  of  other 
Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  Geneial 
Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  ot  the 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 


L -MEMORIAL  OF  THE  EDITOR  OF  TRACTS  TO  THE  GENERAL 
CONFERENCE. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren,— A  sense  of  duty,  growing  out  of  the 
relations  I  have  for  several  years  sustained  to  the  Tract  cause  in  our 
Church,  constrains  me  to  address  you  on  a  subject  of  general  interest 

""""it'SCoSy  known  to  you  all,  that  we  have  not  now,  and  have  not 
had  for  a  series  of  years,  any  formal  organization  of  a  Tract  Society 

It  appears  in  the  history  of  our  Church,  that  as  early  as  181Y  a 
Tract  Society  was  instituted,  "with  a  view  of  furnishmg  the  poorer 
classes  of  the  community  with  rehgious  reading."  In  this  movement 
our  people  followed  the  example  of  the  great  and  good  Mr.  ^\esley, 
whose  efforts  to  print  and  circulate  cheap  religious  reading  were  m 
advance  of  all  similar  efforts  and  enterprises.  _     _ 

This  Tract  Society,  however,  was  very  limited  m  its  resources  and 
support,  and,  after  a  few  years  of  experiment,  was  transferred  to  the  book 
agency.  Thenceforward  the  pubhcation  of  Tracts  has  been  a  part  of  the 
business  of  the  Book  Concern. 

The  Book  Concern  was  at  that  day  very  feeble ;  and  even  as  late  a^ 
1 S'^ 8  was  burdened  with  a  heavy  debt.  In  these  circumstances,  it  could 
not  from  its  own  resources  publish  Sunday-school  books  and  tracts  as 
cheap  as  was  necessary.  Hence  the  contribution  of  a  Puhhshmg  Fund 
which  was  vested  in  the  Book  Concern,  for  the  express  purpose  of 
cheapening  these  classes  of  publications.  ., ,     „      ,         ^      ^       a 

About  the  same  period,  viz.,  in  1827,  "the  Bible,  Sunday-school,  and 
Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  was  formed.  Th)s 
society  existed  about  nine  years,— until  1836,— when  the  General  Con- 
ference for  satisfactory  reasons,  dissolved  our  denommational  Bible 
Society  in  order  to  unite  with  the  American  Bible  Society.  This  act 
was  a'virtual  dissolution  of  the  whole  organization :  not  more  than  two 
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or  three  meetmgs  of  the  Board  of  Managers  were  held  subsequent 
to  it. 

The  want  of  some  special  organization  to  promote  the  interests  of 
Sunday  schools,  was  so  immediately  and  so  seriously  felt,  that  in  1840 
our  present  Sunday-School  Union  was  formed  by  action  of  the  General 
Conference  of  that  year;  but  down  to  the  present  time,  no  successful 
effort  has  been  made  to  reorganize  a  General  Tract  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  It  is  true  that  the  publication  and  cir- 
culation of  Tracts  has  not  been  wholly  neglected  by  us  for  the  last  six- 
teen years. 

An  Editor  of  Tracts  has  been  periodically  appointed  by  the  General 
Conference ;  and  Tracts  have  been  constantly  printed  and  sold  by  the 
Book  Agents.  It  is  a  chcumstance  worthy  of  attention,  that  while  this 
branch  of  the  Book-Room  business  has  been  conducted  solely  on  business 
principles,  our  Agents  have  habitually  sold  their  Tracts  at  lower  rates 
than  the  Ameiican  Tract  Society,  an  institution  which  annually  receives 
many  thousands  of  dollars  in  donations  to  aid  its  publication  schemes. 

During  the  last  few  years  considerable  improvements  have  been  made 
in  our  list  of  Tracts,  and  in  their  classification  and  sale  in  packages ;  but 
there  has  been  no  fund  to  be  expended  in  the  production  of  new  Tracts — 
otherwise  the  list  might  have  been  enlarged  and  improved  still  more. 
For  the  present  state  of  our  Tract  publications,  you  are  referred  to  the 
publishers'  catalogues. 

Although  we  may  concede  that  good  has  been  done,  and  will  continue 
to  be  done,  by  our  present  mode  of  conducting  this  department  of  our 
operations,  the  question  arises  whether  vastly  more  good  might  not  be 
done  by  the  organization  of  a  Church  Tract  Society,  specially  designed 
to  circulate  religious  reading  matter,  throughout  the  wide  field  of  our 
labours  and  responsibilities. 

We  have  now,  as  a  Chui'ch,  our  Missionary  Society  and  our  Sunday- 
School  Union,  which,  as  representing  two  great  and  general  interests, 
are  conceded  to  be  entitled  to  the  support  of  all  our  people. 

Is  not  the  Tract  enterprise  as  general  in  its  character,  and  as  closely 
identified  with  the  objects  of  a  Christian  Church  ?  Is  it  possible  for  us 
indeed  to  maintain  our  position,  as  a  large  and  growing  branch  of  the 
Church  of  Christ,  at  the  present  age  of  the  world,  without  having  an 
organized  and  well-supported  Tract  Society  ? 

I  will  mention  some  special  reasons  why  a  Tract  organization  is  called 
for,  at  the  present  time,  in  connexion  with  our  Church  : — 

1.  There  are  numerous  cases  in  which  our  Methodist  Tracts,  in  the 
English  language,  are  really  needed  for  gratuitous  distribution ;  for  ex- 
ample, in  hospitals,  in  prisons,  in  alms-houses,  in  vessels  going  to  sea, 
among  seamen  on  shore,  in  home  missions,  and  in  weak  appointments 
both  in  cities  and  in  country  places.  Independent  of  a  Tract  Fund,  the 
Church  has  no  provision  for  supplying  religious  reading  in  any  of  these 
cases,  or  in  circumstances  like  them.  Lacking  such  a  fund,  we  are  pro- 
hibited at  present  from  entering  many  wide  doors  of  influence  and  use- 
fulness. 

2.  God  in  his  providence  seems  to  be  loudly  calling  on  us  for  an  en- 
largement of  our  issues  in  different  foreign  languages. 
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Our  brethren  in  the  German  work  have  ah-eady  felt  this  call  to  be  so 
imperative  that  they  have  responded  to  it  by  forming  an  organization 
among  themselves,  which  has  been  highly  productive  of  good. 

Especially  since  Ave  have  entered  upon  the  work  of  Missions  in  German 
Europe,  has  the  call  for  Tracts  in  the  German  language  increased  and  be- 
come urgent.  So  severely  has  it  pressed  upon  brother  Jacoby  at  Bremen, 
that  he  has  personally  sent  circulars  to  most  of  the  conferences  asking 
for  aid  in  this  particular  work. 

This  case  will  illustrate  others.  There  is  also  at  this  moment  a  press- 
ing providential  call  for  our  Tracts  in  the  Swedish  and  Danish  languages, 
the  latter  being  common  to  Danes  and  Norwegians.  For  lack  of  them, 
immense  numbers  of  foreign  immigrants,  who,  with  their  children,  are  to 
form  our  future  population,  are  to  a  great  degree  neglected  and  suffered 
to  retain  prejudices  against  us  and  against  the  truth,  which  will  prove 
serious  obstacles  in  the  way  of  their  salvation ;  when,  at  a  trifling  e.xpense, 
they  might  be  put  in  possession  of  proper  explanations  of  our  doctrines 
and  measures,  as  well  as  of  vital  religious  truths. 

Tracts  are  wanted,  moreover,  in  the  French  language,  in  several  mis- 
sions we  are  now  sustaining ;  also  in  the  Spanish  language,  for  oui-  mis- 
sions in  New-Mexico,  California  and  Buenos  Ayres ;  while  in  China  our 
brethren  already  need  Christian  Tracts  in  Chinese,  as  an  essential  agency 
to  the  accomphshment  of  their  missionary  work. 

3.  Having  now  specified  several  important  fields,  and  no  less  than 
seven  different  languages  in  which  our  tracts  are  needed,  I  will  remark 
that  our  general  missionary  interests  demand  a  Ti-act  organization  to  co- 
operate with  the  Missionary  Society. 

A  wise  division  of  labour  is  as  essential  to  success  in  the  promotion  of 
Christianity,  as  in  the  prosecution  of  worldly  business.  It  would  be  pos- 
sible to  include  all  our  various  evangelical  movements  in  one  general 
society,  and  thus,  under  one  organization,  to  send  out  and  support  mis- 
sionaries, and  to  print  Bibles,  Sunday-school  books  and  Tracts  for  their 
use  ;  but  experience  has  shown  that  it  is  at  once  more  convenient  and 
more  advantageous  to  have  this  complicated  labour  so  divided  that  mis- 
sionary societies  shall  support  missionaries,  Bible  societies  print  Bibles, 
Sunday-school  societies  Sunday-school  books,  and  Tract  societies  furnish 
and  circulate  tracts. 

Among  us  now,  good  pro-visions  are  made  for  each  of  these  depart- 
ments except  that  of  Tracts  ;  and  why  should  that  be  longer  neglected  ? 

4.  Without  attempting  to  enumerate  all  the  wants  that  are  to  be  sup- 
plied, and  all  the  advantages  that  might  be  gained  by  the  organization 
suggested,  I  may  allude  to  the  fact  that  some  of  the  most  prolific  book- 
making  estabhshments  in  the  world  commenced  then-  career  as  mere 
Tract  societies. 

Reference  is  made  ui  particular  to  the  Religious  Tract  Society  of 
London,  and  to  the  American  Tract  Society.  In  the  constitution  of  the 
latter  not  a  word  is  said  about  bound  volumes  ;  and  yet  what  that  society 
denominates  the  volumk  enterprise,  has  sprung  up  in  connexion  with 
its  Tract  operations,  and  has  become  a  movement  of  no  small  significance. 

Without  entering  into  any  detail  of  plans,  it  is  safe  to  suppose  that  a 
proper  organization  among  us  will,  under  judicious  management,  progress 
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from  small  beginnings  to  grand  results.  In  addition  to  -what  has  been 
said  about  Tracts  merely,  it  may  become  a  powerful  auxiliary  in  the  diffu- 
sion of  our  VOLUME  LITERATURE. 

Should  these  views  be  deemed  by  you  weighty  and  just,  the  question 
will  immediately  arise.  What  ought  to  be  done — what  steps  shall  be  taken? 
It  will  be  obvious  to  all,  that  the  General  Conference  is  the  only  prop- 
er body  to  organize  such  an  institution  as  seems  to  be  urgently  called 
for.  To  your  wisdom,  therefore,  may  safely  be  intrusted  the  task  of 
planning  and  organizing  a  Tract  Society  adapted  to  the  wants  of  the 
Church  and  to  the  exigencies  of  the  present  times. 

Hoping  that  such  a  society  may  soon  be  instituted  and  placed  in  active 
operation,  as  the  result  of  your  deliberations  on  this  subject, 
I  subscribe  myself,  sincerely  and  respectfully, 
Your  brother  in  Christ, 

Daniel  P.  Kidder,  Editor  of  Tracts. 
New-York,  April  22,  1852. 
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NO.  I. 

Whereas  the  Bishops  in  their  Address  have  submitted  to  the  General 
Conference  the  propriety  of  a  new  Tract  organization,  that  may  awaken 
a  livelier  interest  and  give  more  activity  to  our  operations  in  this  depart- 
ment ;  and  whereas  several  Annual  Conferences  have  passed  resolutions 
expressing  a  similar  desire ;  and  whereas  the  same  is  asked  for  at  length 
in  a  memorial  of  the  Editor  of  Tracts, — your  committee,  after  due  con- 
sideration, recommend  the  organization  of  a  Tract  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Chm-ch,  with  the  following  Constitution  : — 

Art.  1.  This  association  shall  be  denominated  the  Tract  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch. 

Art.  2.  Its  object  shall  be  to  diffuse  religious  knowledge,  by  the  cir- 
culation of  the  publications  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  the 
English  and  other  languages,  in  our  own  and  foreign  coimtries. 

Art.  3.  Any  person  paying  to  this  society  one  dollar  per  year,  shall  be 
a  member  of  the  same ;  and  the  payment  of  ten  dollars  at  one  time,  shall 
constitute  a  member  for  life ;  and  the  payment  of  twenty-five  dollars  at 
one  time,  shall  constitute  a  director  for  life. 

Art.  4.  Persons  constituted  life-members  by  the  payment  of  ten  dol- 
lars, not  designated  for  any  special  object,  shall  be  entitled  to  receive 
tracts  to  the  value  of  fifty  cents  each  year  ;  and  life-directors,  to  the  value 
of  two  dollars  each  year :  or,  if  they  prefer,  they  may  receive  tracts  at 
any  one  time  to  the  amount  of  half  the  sum  paid.  All  members 
and  directors  are  also  entitled  to  vote  at  the  annual  meetings  of  the 
society. 

Art.  5.  The  annual  meetings  of  the  society  shall  be  held  during  the 
second  or  third  week  of  December.  A  public  anniversary  shall  also  be 
held  each  year,  at  such  time  and  place  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall 
determine. 
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Art.  6.  The  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  shall  be  Pres- 
idents of  this  Society  in  the  order  of  their  seniority.  A  Vice-President 
mav  be  appointed  by  each  Annual  Conference.  There  shall  be  appointed 
by  the  General  Conference  a  Corresponding  Secretaiy  for  this  society,  who 
shall  be  the  Editor  of  the  Tracts.  The  other  officers  of  this  society  shall 
be  a  Recording  Secretary,  a  Treasurer,  and  two  elected  Vice-Presidents, 
who  shall  severally  be  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  v.  The  funds  of  this  society  shall  be  expended  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  Board  of  Managers  in  payment  of  the  necessary  expenses  of 
the  institution,  and  in  the  promotion  of  its  general  objects.  In  all  cases 
of  gratuitous  aid,  books  and  tracts  shall  be  given  instead  of  money,  unless 
the  latter  is  strictly  necessary  to  the  accomplishment  of  a  constitutional 
object. 

Art.  8.  The  Board  of  Managers  shall  have  power  to  enact  their 
own  by-lajvs,  to  fill  vacancies  in  the  board  occurring  during  the  year, 
to  appoint  honorary  members,  to  provide  for  the  translation  and  pub- 
lication of  Tracts,  to  print  and  circulate  appeals  to  the  Church  in  behalf 
of  the  benevolent  objects  of  the  society,  to  raise  and  disburse  funds  for 
those  objects,  and  to  establish  committees  of  finance  and  appropriations 
wherever  necessary. 

Art.  9.  Each  Annual  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
may  form  a  Conference  Tract  Society  auxihary  to  this,  with  power  to 
adopt  such  measures  as  in  the  judgment  of  said  Conference  are  best 
calculated  to  promote  the  objects  of  this  association,  and  to  form  sub- 
auxiliaries  in  its  several  circuits  and  stations.  The  presidents  of  the 
Conference  Auxiharies  shall  be  vice-presidents  of  this  society. 

Art.  10.  This  Constitution  cannot  be  altered  except  by  the  General 
Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  the  recommendation 
of  the  society  at  a  meeting  called  for  that  purpose  after,  at  least,  one 
month's  pubhc  notice  ;  or  by  the  society,  on  the  recommendation  of  the 
General  Conference. 

In  conformity  with  the  provisions  and  spirit  of  the  foregoing  Constitu- 
tion, your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  There  shall  be  at  New- York  an  Editor  of  the  Monthly  Magazine 
and  of  the  Tracts,  who  shall  also  be  the  Corresponding  Secretary  of  our 
Tract  Society. 

The  Editor  of  Tracts  shall  have  the  charge  of  the  publication  of 
Tracts  in  oui'  own  and  foreign  languages;  and  it  shall  be  his  duty  to 
make  arrangements  with  the  Book  Agents  for  the  cheap  publication  of 
any  book  or  books  specially  adapted  to  the  promotion  of  experimental 
and  practical  religion. 

As  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  it  shall  be  his  duty 
to  raise  funds  in  behalf  of  the  society,  to  promote  the  formation  of  Con- 
ference and  other  auxiliaries,  and  to  co-operate  with  the  auxihary  societies, 
and  to  make  all  proper  efforts  for  the  general  diffusion  of  religious  reading. 

2.  That  we  recommend  our  people  everywhere  to  form  Tract  Socie- 
ties auxiliary  to  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

3.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  preachers  in  charge  to  make  annually, 
in  their  several  congregations,  collections  in  behalf  of  the  Tract  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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N.— PASTORAL  ADDRESS  OF  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  TO  THE  MEM- 
BERS OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH.     1852. 

Dearly  Beloved  Brethren, — The  circumstances  in  which  we  address 
you,  furnish  abundant  motives  for  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  for 
encouragement  in  the  prosecution  of  the  duties  we  owe  to  him  and  our 
fellow-men.  The  principal  reasons  for  encouragement  may  be  briefly 
noticed,  in  view  of  calling  forth  expressions  of  thankfulness  from  all 
hearts,  as  well  as  to  induce  all  to  put  forth  their  continued  and  ever- 
increased  exertions  that  the  interests  of  religion  may  be  greatly  advanced 
in  future  beyond  their  present  standard  and  limits. 

Since  the  last  General  Conference,  there  has  been  an  increase  of 
90,246  members  in  the  Church.  And  the  increase  has  been  progressive, 
as  the  first  of  the  four  pre\'ious  years  showed  an  increase  of  only  seven 
thousand  in  round  numbers ;  in  the  second  year  it  was  twenty- three 
thousand  ;  in  the  third  it  was  twenty-seven  thousand  ;  and  in  the  last 
year  it  amounted  to  thirty-two  thousand.  As  nearly,  too,  as  can  be  as- 
certained, the  number  of  conversions  exceeded  the  additions.  And  it  is 
humbly  believed  that  growth  in  grace,  as  a  general  thing,  has  been  in 
encouraging  proportion  to  the  accessions  to  the  Church. 

We  acknowledge,  with  profound  gratitude  to  God,  the  high  degree  of 
prospeiity  with  which  the  Church  has  been  favoured  in  the  Sunday- 
school  cause.  At  present  there  are  93,561  officers  and  teachers,  and 
473,311  scholars  in  our  Sabbath -schools,  and  1,260,558  volumes  in  the 
libraries.  The  increase  is  encouragingly  progressive.  The  last  five  years 
present  an  increase  of  32,741  officers  and  teachers,  of  152,681  scholars, 
of  652,218  volumes  in  hbraries.  The  number  of  conversions,  during 
these  five  years,  has  been  47,327.  Here,  too,  there  is  progression;  for 
the  five  years  present,  respectively,  in  round  thousands,  the  following 
steps  of  progress,  viz.:  four  thousand — eight  thousand — nine  thousand 
— eleven  thousand — and  fourteen  thousand.  The  number  of  teachers 
has  been  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  scholars.  Surely  the  Church 
has  much  enconragement  to  persevere  in  the  cause  of  Sunday-school 
instruction. 

The  last  four  years  have  furnished  an  increase  of  missionary  contribu- 
tions very  encouraging.  Tlie  past  year  presents  an  advance  of  annual 
income  of  about  sixty  thousand  dollars  over  the  year  1848,  and  the  next 
year's  appropriation  is  put  doAvn  at  $200,000,  which  the  Church,  we  are 
persuaded,  will  cordially  meet.  When  we  look  back  on  the  progress  of 
the  last  thirty  years,  the  advance  is  encouraging.  And  if  we  may  cal- 
culate on  the  ability  of  our  people,  and  the  increasing  spirit  of  missions 
among  them,  we  must  conclude  that  the  day  is  not  far  oflf,  when  a  mil- 
lion of  dollars  will  be  our  annual  contribution  ;  and  this  again  to  be 
increased  indefinitely,  to  any  amount  needed  in  spreading  the  gospel 
news.  Nor  do  we  see  a  prospect  that  there  will  be  any  lack  of  mission- 
aries, while  the  missionary  spirit  pervades  the  Church.  The  spirit  that 
increases  the  benevolence  of  the  Church,  will  also  thrust  out  more  labour- 
ers into  the  harvest. 
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The  condition  of  our  literary  institutions  is  truly  prosperous,  tliough 
much  yet  remains  to  be  accomplished,  to  place  them  in  such  a  state  as 
to  secure  permanency  and  proper  efficiency.  We  would  exhort  all  our 
brethren  to  continue  their  patronage  and  even  increase  their  libei-ality, 
that  our  educational  department  may  suffer  no  loss.  Nay,  that  it  may 
be  extended  and  made  much  more  effective  than  it  now  is  ;  especially  in 
diff"using  more  of  the  rehgious  element,  so  as  to  imbue  fully  the  literary 
with  the  religious  sentiment  and  even  feeling.  While,  therefore,  Ave  have 
much  prosperity ;  and  though  this  prosperity  is  general,  rather  than  local 
or  in  reference  to  some  things ;  there  are  grounds  for  fear  lest  the  exist- 
ing evils  may  gradually  undermine  and  subvert  the  good,  or  greatly  mar 
it.  There  is  much  need  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  earnest,  daily,  prayerful 
self-examination. 

In  pursuance  of  our  practical  admonitions,  we  deem  it  an  imperative 
duty  to  warn  you  against  that  prevailing  love  of  mammon,  and  its  man- 
ifold gratifications,  to  which  you  are  exposed  from  so  many  quarters. 
St.  John,  in  admonishing  "  little  children,"  "  young  men,"  and  "  fathers," 
exhorts  them,  "  Love  not  the  world,  neither  the  things  that  are  in  the 
world.  If  any  man  love  the  world,  the  love  of  the  Father  is  not  in  him." 
If  such  admonitions  were  necessary  in  the  days  of  the  apostles,  they 
are  more  so  at  the  present  time.  "  Labour  not  to  be  rich  ;  cease  from 
thine  own  wisdom."  "He  that  maketh  haste  to  be  rich  shall  not  be 
innocent."  "  An  inheritance  may  be  gotten  hastily  at  the  beginning ; 
but  the  end  thereof  shall  not  be  blessed."  "  They  that  will  be  rich 
fall  into  temptation  and  a  snare,  and  into  many  foolish  and  hurtful  lusts, 
which  drown  men  in  destruction  and  perdition.  For  the  love  of  money 
is  the  root  of  all  evil ;  which,  while  some  have  coveted  after,  they  have 
erred  from  the  faith  and  pierced  themselves  through  with  many  sorrows." 
The  example  of  Mr.  Wesley  is  an  admirable  counteraction  to  inordinate 
love  of  the  world.  While,  therefore,  we  gain  all  we  can,  and  save  all 
we  can,  let  us  give  all  we  can,  in  supporting  all  the  benevolent  institutions 
of  the  Church,  so  as  to  render  them  much  more  efficient  than  they  are, 
as  well  as  to  save  ourselves  and  our  children  from  the  curse  of  ill-detained 
property  due  to  God,  and  therefore  incurring  the  sin  of  sacrilege  in  ap- 
propriating to  ourselves  what  we  owe  to  God  or  his  cause. 

Allow  us,  dear  brethren,  earnestly  to  urge  the  avoidance  of  e\Til  sur- 
misings,  strife,  contention ;  and  the  cultivation  of  mutual  love.  "  En- 
deavour to  keep  the  unity  of  the  Sphit  in  the  bond  of  peace."  "  Now  I 
beseech  you,  brethren,"  says  St.  Paul,  "  mark  them  Avhich  cause  divis- 
ions, and  contentions,  contrary  to  the  doctrine  which  ye  have  learned,  and 
avoid  them."  Forbearance  and  forgiveness  are  the  great  counteracting 
influences  operating  against  strife.  "  Forgiving  one  another,  if  any  man 
have  a  quarrel  against  any." 

It  is  proper  for  us  to  place  you  on  your  guard  in  reference  to  two 
injurious  extremes  in  church-building.  Veiy  costly  edifices  lay  heavy 
taxes  on  our  pecuniary  resources,  and  we  think  do  not  tend  to  edification 
or  godliness,  but  rather  gender  pride.  When  durable  material,  decency, 
sufficient  space,  due  proportions,  convenience,  air,  light,  &c.,  are  secured, 
all  beyond  these  seem  to  be  either  superfluous  or  of  doubtful  character. 
The  extra  expenses  appropriated  in  erecting  churches  for  the  destitute, 
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wovild  be  a  better  outlay  tlian  mere  ornament.  On  the  other  hand,  par- 
simony in  building  churches,  when  convenience,  good  location,  and  suffi- 
cient room,  are  sacrificed,  is  neither  praiseworthy  nor  profitable.  We 
would  entreat  you,  dear  brethren,  to  avoid  either  extreme  ;  and  while  you 
expend  liberally  for  the  Lord,  consider  that  he  doth  not  delight  in  gor- 
geous temples  built  with  hands,  but  in  the  spread  of  truth  among  the 
masses,  especially  the  poor  and  those  who  are  neglected.  In  this  let 
your  moderation  be  known  unto  all  men. 

We  would  also  exhort  you,  beloved  brethren,  to  observe  the  proper 
and  Scriptural  modes  of  conducting  public  worship  according  to  our 
excellent  forms.  Congregations  should  unite  in  praising  God,  as  with 
one  voice.  The  proper  use  of  choirs  or  leaders  in  singing,  is  to  aid  the 
congregation  to  sing,  and  not  to  engross  it  entirely,  or  principally,  to 
themselves.  In  prayer,  too,  the  Scriptural  mode  of  kneeling  cannot  be 
replaced  by  sitting,  without  presenting  a  sad  unfitness  between  the  form 
and  the  end  in  view,  viz.,  ardent,  agonizing  prayer  and  supplication. 
We  entreat  all  to  consider  these  things,  and  endeavour  to  remedy  these 
evils  where  they  exist,  in  the  spread  of  love  and  kindness,  avoiding  all 
severity  and  unkindness. 

The  great  end  in  Christian  attainment,  is  "holiness  to  the  Lord." 
The  final  aim  of  Wesley  and  liis  associates  was  to  "  raise  up  a  holy  peo- 
ple," and  to  "  spread  holiness  through  these  lands."  Indeed,  to  accom- 
plish this  we  have  the  promises  of  the  Father,  the  redemption  of  the 
Son,  and  the  operations  of  the  Spirit.  And  the  crowning  work  of  the 
Spirit  of  holiness  is  to  sanctify  believers  wholly — their  whole  spirit,  soul, 
and  body — and  to  preserve  them  blameless  until  death.  We  would  there- 
fore exhort  you,  dear  brethren,  that  the  doctrine  of  entire  sanctijication, 
or  entire  holiness,  be  not  confined  to  our  standards ;  but  that  it  may  be 
a  matter  of  experience  in  our  hearts,  and  may  be  constantly  practised  in 
our  lives.  We  advise  you,  however,  in  speaking  or  writing  of  holiness, 
to  follow  the  well-sustained  views,  and  even  the  phraseology  employed 
in  the  writings  of  Wesley  and  Fletcher,  which  are  not  superseded  by  the 
more  recent  writers  on  this  subject.  Avoid  both  new  theories,  new 
expressions,  and  new  measures  on  this  subject,  and  adhere  closely  to  the 
ancient  landmarks. 

While  we  would  exhort  you  to  the  pursuit  of  all  useful  knowledge, 
we  would  especially  urge  you  to  acquire  religious  knowledge.  Espe- 
cially, and  first  of  all,  read,  learn,  and  inwardly  digest  the  w^ord  of  God. 
"  These  words,"  said  Moses,  "  which  I  command  thee  this  day,  shall  be 
in  thy  heart."  Let  the  word  of  God  be  read  daily,  and  let  it  be  the 
great  subject  of  meditation  by  day  and  by  night.  Let  the  books  issuing 
from  our  own  presses  be  prefeiTcd  to  all  others ;  and  let  our  standard 
writers,  especially,  be  famihar  to  all,  whether  the  topics  be  doctrines, 
morals,  history.  Church  institutions,  etc.  May  we  not  respectfully  sug- 
gest to  all  om-  people,  whether  steps  could  not  be  taken  in  each  congre- 
gation, that  eveiy  family,  whether  Church-members,  or  of  our  congre- 
gations, could  be  supplied  constantly  with  one  of  our  weekly  papers,  a 
copy  of  the  Missionary  Advocate,  and  a  copy  of  the  Sunday-School 
Advocate  ?  Could  not  steps  be  taken  by  the  more  wealthy  to  supply 
those  who  cannot  meet  the  expense  with  these  invaluable  papers  ? 
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We  would  repeat  our  exliortation  of  1848  and  1840,  in  reference  to 
the  instruction  of  children  by  their  parents.  Let  our  excellent  catechism 
be  used  in  the  family  for  this  purpose.  The  Sabbath  school,  however 
excellent,  cannot  make  up  for  the  loss  of  parental  instruction.  Remem- 
ber the  command  of  God  to  his  ancient  Church,  "And  ye  shall  teach 
them  [the  words  of  God]  to  your  children;  speaking  of  them  when 
thou  sittest  in  thy  house,  and  when  thou  walkest  by  the  way ;  when 
thou  hest  down,  and  when  thou  risest  up." 

Among  the  duties  obligatory  on  us  as  Methodists,  is  that  of  attending 
pimctually  and  constantly  to  class-meetings.  Remissness  here  has  ever 
been  observed  among  us  as  the  sure  forerunner  of  spiritual  decay,  or 
the  certain  mark  of  deficient  spiritual  feeling  and  Christian  experience. 
We  would  earnestly  entreat  our  brethren  everywhere,  "  not  to  forsake  the 
assembling  of  yourselves  together,"  as  members  of  classes ;  but  on  the 
other  hand  to  maintain  by  your  individual  practice,  and  your  influence, 
the  observance  of  this  leading  means  of  grace,  coeval  with  our  existence 
as  a  people.  And  while  we  would  not  claim  for  the  mere  formahties  of 
our  class-meetings  a  formal  divine  authority,  we  must  claim  divine  author- 
ity for  the  leading  objects  promoted  by  them.  Among  these  Ave  would 
mention  religious  experience,  growth  in  grace,  wholesome  supervision. 
Christian  discipline,  to  say  nothing  of  the  other  important  ends  secured 
by  these  meetings. 

Remember  the  myriads  of  emigrants  who  are  constantly  crowding  to 
our  country.  Let  not  their  differences  in  language,  manners,  religion,  or 
condition  in  life,  throw  us  at  a  distance  from  them.  They  and  their 
children  are  destined  to  become  component  parts  of  this  great  country 
in  common  with  us  and  our  children.  And  such  as  they  are,  and  will 
be,  such,  in  some  degree,  this  rising  republic,  both  religiously  and  poht- 
ically,  is  also  destined  to  be.  Let  their  ignorance  be  removed  by  the 
diffusion  of  knowledge  ;  let  their  -sices  be  corrected  by  the  influence  of 
our  better  example  ;  let  their  religious  errors  be  coimteracted  by  our 
Bibles,  and  religious  instruction  and  pious  conduct.  To  our  Church 
there  is  likely  to  be  opened,  through  their  instrumentahty,  access  to  all 
nations  on  earth.  Our  missions  to  Germany  may  be  considered  no  other 
than  specimens  of  what  will  shortly  occur  in  reference  to  Swedes,  Nor- 
wegians, Italians,  the  Chinese,  Spaniards,  and  others.  Thus  we  have 
even  now  a  pentecost  in  our  midst ;  for  we  bear  them  in  their  several  lan- 
guages uttering  the  wonderful  works  of  the  Lord. 

The  subject  of  lay  delegation  was  before  the  Conference  for  consider- 
ation. A  very  respectable  convention,  which  met  in  Philadelphia  last 
March,  presented  a  petition  in  its  favour.  These  brethren  repudiate  all 
disaffection  to  the  Church,  and  assume  no  antagonism  to  the  itinerancy 
or  the  episcopacy.  Indeed  their  subsequent  conduct  declares  that  they 
are  as  much  the  friends  and  supporters  of  the  Church  as  those  who  differ 
from  them.  On  the  fifth  instant,  another  lay  convention  met  in  Phila- 
delphia, and  memorialized  the  General  Conference,  deprecating  the 
changes  that  the  first  convention  asked,  or  any  other  changes.  Petitions 
from  various  parts  of  the  country,  mostly  against,  and  some  for,  the 
changes,  were  presented  to  Conference.  The  whole  subject  was  referred 
to  an  able  committee,  whose  report  was  adopted  and  published.     It 
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appears  that  much  the  greater  portion  of  our  Church  are  averse  to  any 
such  changes  as  are  asked,  belifeving  they  would  not  be  for  the  better, 
but  rather  for  the  worse.  They  also  fear  that  though  the  proposed 
changes  were  allowable,  they  would  prepare  the  way  for  injurious  inno- 
vations. Indeed  it  is  doubted  whether  any  other  system  has  ever 
secured  the  co-operation  of  the  laity  with  the  ministry  more  efficiently 
than  our  own.  There  is  a  wide  field  for  activity  presented  in  the  various 
offices  and  agencies  of  the  Church,  and  this  sphere  is  constantly  widen- 
ing. We  rejoice  to  learn  that,  in  regard  to  our  great  fundamental  prin- 
ciples as  a  whole,  there  is  but  one  voice  among  all  our  thousands,  and 
that  voice  is,  "  Let  the  aggressive  character  of  Methodism  be  sustained 
in  maintaining  its  two  great  pillars — an  efficient  itinerancy  and  an  untram- 
melled general  superintendency.  And  the  great  unanimity  with  which 
this  is  held,  furnishes  a  guarantee  of  future  peace  and  harmony. 

We  would  conclude,  dear  brethren,  this  our  address  to  you,  by  adopt- 
ing the  following  exhortation  and  prayer  of  St.  Paul,  in  his  First  Epistle 
to  the  Thessalonians,  "  And  be  at  peace  among  yourselves.  Now  we 
exhort  you,  brethren,  warn  them  that  are  unruly,  comfort  the  feeble- 
minded, support  the  weak,  be  patient  toward  all  men.  See  that  none 
render  evil  for  evil  unto  any  man ;  but  ever  follow  that  which  is  good, 
both  among  yourselves  and  to  all  men.  Rejoice  evermore.  Pray  with- 
out ceasing.  In  everything  give  thanks :  for  this  is  the  will  of  God  in 
Christ  Jesus  concerning  you.  Quench  not  the  Spirit.  Despise  not 
prophesyings.  Prove  all  things ;  hold  fast  that  which  is  good.  Ab- 
stain from  all  appearance  of  evil.  And  the  very  God  of  peace  sanctify 
you  wholly ;  and  I  pray  God  your  whole  spirit,  and  soul,  and  body  be 
preserved  blameless  unto  the  coming  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  Faith- 
ful is  he  that  calleth  you,  who  also  will  do  it.  Brethren,  pray  for  us. 
The  grace  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  be  with  you.     Amen." 

Charles  Elijott,  "] 
George  Gary,       | 
J.  M'Clintock,      y  Committee. 
J.  A.  Gere,  I 

Abel  Stevens,      J 
Resolved,   That  preachers   in   charge   of    circuits   and   stations   are 
requested  to  read  the  Pastoral  Address  to  the  members  of  the  Church 
and  congregation,  and  make  it  the  subject  of  suitable  remarks  and 
exhortations. 

Signed  by  order  and  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church, 

B.  Waugh, 
T.  A.  Morris, 
E.  S.  Janes, 
Levi  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
OsMON  C.  Baker, 
E.  R.  Ames. 
Boston,  June  1,  1862. 
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0.— REPORT  OF   THE   COMMITTEE  ON   TEMPERANCE,  TO  THE  GEN- 
ERAL  CONFERENCE  ASSEMBLED  IN  BOSTON,     1852. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  committed  so  raucli  of  the  Episcopal  Ad- 
dress as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Temperance,  beg  leave  to  present  the 
following  Report : — 

The  position  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch,  in  relation  to  the 
cause  of  Temperance,  is  well  understood,  and  needs  not  now  to  be  par- 
ticularly defined.  By  the  restoration  of  Mr.  Wesley's  rule,  the  power 
of  Church  discipline  has,  to  its  fullest  allowable  extent,  been  brought  to 
the  aid  of  this  cause  ;  thus  placing  it,  so  far  as  our  Church  is  concerned, 
upon  a  high  and  impregnable  basis.  In  the  opinion  of  your  committee, 
the  Church  needs  no  addditional  rules  upon  the  subject.  But  a  faithful 
supervision  of  the  interests  of  her  membership  does  not  discharge  her 
Avhole  duty.  We  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  struggle  that  is  going  on 
around  us.  The  cause  has  reached  a  deeply-interesting  stage  of  pro- 
gress. For  some  time  it  has  been  stationary,  if  not  retrogressive. 
There  was  a  comparative  relaxation  of  effort  among  its  decided  friends. 
They  stood  still,  as  if  awaiting  the  advent  of  some  new  principle,  the 
introduction  of  some  new  Temperance  dispensation.  A  brighter  day  has 
dawned ;  the  dispirited  hosts  of  Temperance  have  raUied  for  a  decisive 
conflict.  The  persuasive  influences  of  the  pidpit  and  the  press,  and  the 
more  strenuous  influences  of  Church  discipline,  have  been  recently  re- 
enforced  by  several  prohibitory  laws  passed  by  the  legislatures  of  several 
States.  Other  legislatures  will,  we  doubt  not,  sooner  or  later,  follow 
their  example.  We  do  not  suppose  that  the  most  eflfectual  prohibitory 
measures  will  put  a  full  end  to  intemperance.  Men  will  do  wrong  in 
despite  of  law.  Sin  is  the  transgression  of  the  law.  But  these  measures 
will  divest  the  evil  of  legal  protection,  and  remove  temptation  from 
thousands,  and  promote,  upon  a  large  scale,  the  temporal  prosperity,  the 
domestic  comfort,  and,  above  all,  the  spiritual  salvation  of  our  fellow- 
citizens.  Deeming  a  lengthened  and  elaborate  report  unnecessary, 
your  committee  submit  the  following  resolutions  : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  to  any  extent,  as  a 
beverage,  is  deeply  to  be  deplored  and  deprecated,  as  tending  to  the 
forming  and  maturing  of  pernicious  habits,  and  leading,  by  natural  con- 
sequence, to  diversified  crime,  wide-spread  misery,  and  the  final  ruin  of 
vast  multitudes  for  Avhom  Christ  died. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  greatly  rejoice  in  the  recent  manifestations  of 
public  sentiment  upon  this  subject ;  and  especially,  that  God  is  putting  it 
into  the  hearts  of  civil  rulers  to  interpose  the  authority  of  the  State  for 
the  protection  of  society  against  what  we  hold  to  be  an  enormous  social 
wrong — the  manufacture  and  sale  of  intoxicating  drinks. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  encouraging  aspects  of  this  great  cause  present 
no  just  occasion  for  relaxation  of  effort  on  the  part  of  its  friends,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  call  upon  us  to  renew  our  dihgence,  in  the  use  of  all 
proper  means  to  spread  and  consummate  those  plans  so  obviously  trace- 
able to  a  propitious  Providence,  and  so  richly  fraught  with  the  bless- 
ings of  peace  and  good- will  to  men. 
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4.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  calm,  judicious,  but  firm  and 
impartial  enforcement  of  our  excellent  disciplinary  rules  upon  this 
subject. 


P.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  TEMPORAL  ECONOMY.     1852. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  on  Temporal  Economy 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  after  due  consideration  they  deem  it  inexpedient 
to  make  any  alterations  in  our  Disciphne  on  this  subject.  Our  present 
system  of  finance  has  this  advantage  over  any  other  that  could  be 
de^•ised — it  is  generally  tinderstood ;  and  having  assumed  different  con- 
stitutional modifications,  in  different  places,  it  is  gradually  improving  our 
finances  throughout  the  connexion. 

To  accommodate  the  views  of  many  brethren,  however,  the  committee 
have  agreed  to  report  in  favour  of  two  amendments  proposed  in  the 
Report,  and  advocated  by  several  speakers  in  this  Conference.  The  first 
provides  for  our  bishops  drawing  their  whole  allowance  directly  from  the 
Book  Concern ;  the  other  authorizes  Annual  Conferences  to  decide  to 
what  claimants  their  funds  shall  be  appropriated.  They  accordingly 
present  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  3,  §  1,  question  1, 
answer  3,  be  so  altered  as  to  read :  "  Each  Annual  Conference  shall  pay 
its  proportionate  part  towards  the  allowance  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of 
bishops."  Also  that  answer  4,  of  the  same  section,  be  amended  by  the 
addition  of  these  words  :  "  And  also  for  the  amount  of  their  quarterage 
and  travelling  expenses."  Making  the  fourth  answer  to  read :  "  Each 
Annual  Conference,  in  which  a  bishop  or  bishops  may  reside,  shall 
annually  appoint  a  committee  of  three  or  more,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  estimate  the  amount  necessary  to  furnish  a  house,  fuel,  and  table- 
expenses  for  said  bishop  or  bishops,  subject  to  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ference ;  and  they  are  authorized  to  draw  on  the  funds  of  the  Book 
Concern  for  said  amount,  and  also  for  the  amount  of  their  quarterage 
and  travelling  expenses." 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  part  iii,  chapter  3,  paragraph  5,  page 
174,  be  amended  so  as  to  read  thus,  beginning  on  the  second  line  from 
the  top :  "  Out  of  the  moneys  so  collected  and  brought  to  the  respective 
Annual  Conferences,  let  the  various  allowances  agreed  upon  in  the 
second  section  be  made  up  ;  but  each  Annual  Conference  shall  have  full 
power  to  determine,  by  a  vote  of  two-thirds  of  all  its  members  present 
and  voting,  who  among  the  superannuated  and  supernumerary  preachers, 
and  the  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  preachers,  belonging  to  the 
Conference,  shall  be  claimants  on  the  said  Conference,  and  what  amount 
each  claimant  shall  receive  from  year  to  year." 

(Signed,)  James  Porter,  Chairman. 
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In  surveying  the  entire  educational  field  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  "there  are  abundant  groimds  for  congratulation  and  encourage- 
ment. Methodism  has  not  had  many  years  in  which  to  devote  herself 
to  tlie  Avork  of  education ;  but  the  zeal  and  success  which  has  charac- 
terized her  efforts,  have  fully  proved  that  in  the  intellectual  as  well  as 
in  the  spiritual  field  Methodism  is  in  sober  earnest.  Our  seminaries  and 
colleges  have  sprung  up  with  great  rapidity  imder  our  hands.  The 
graduates  of  the  institutions  are  increasing  in  numbers  ;  the  standard 
of  scientific,  classical,  and  Biblical  learning  is  rising ;  and  the  noble  work 
of  completing  the  union  of  science  and  religion  is  advancing  to  a  con- 
summation. The  Church  is  receiving  the  compensation  for  her  care  in 
training  her  sons,  by  seeing  many  of  the  choicest  of  them  falling  into 
the  ranks  of  the  ministiy.  They  are  not  only  manning  our  literary 
faculties,  but  braving  the  toil  of  the  itinerancy  at  home,  or  cheerfully 
encountering  labours  and  martyrdoms  in  the  fields  of  foreign  missions. 
And  while  this  youthful  band  are  thus  entering  into  your  labours  with 
the  same  zeal  and  greater  advantages  than  their  predecessors,  no  class 
entertains  a  higher  gratitude  for  the  advantages  your  care  has  provided 
for  them, — none  contemplates  tTie  scenes  and  events  of  our  past  history 
with  warmer  interest, — and  none  feels  a  deeper  attachment  to  the  doc- 
trines and  institutions  of  our  Church. 

Our  youth  are  the  richest  capital  of  the  Church.  On  no  part  of  our 
work  can  labour  and  expenditure  be  lavished  with  a  surer  or  richer 
retuni.  Our  fathers  were  skilful  and  faithful  in  drawing  out  the  talent 
and  promise  of  Methodism ;  and  hence  our  ministry,  it  is  believed,  is  pre- 
eminent for  its  amount  of  effective  talent.  The  very  schools  and  colleges 
we  have  established  must  inevitably  raise  the  intellectual  demands 
of  our  laity;  and  the  Church  will  fail  of  its  duty  if  it  do  not  supply 
them,  as  far  as  possible,  with  the  means  of  meeting  that  demand. 

AVe,  therefore,  recognise  the  necessity  of  a  general  effort  to  impress 
upon  the  minds  of  our  people  the  value  of  om-  system  of  college  educa- 
tion,— to  induce  all  the  youth  of  our  Church,  Avhere  means  and  oppor- 
tunity will  allow  it,  to  avail  themselves  of  the  training  which  the  col- 
leges afford. 

The  ministry  and  the  Church  are  especially  called  upon  to  use  every 
exertion  to  rescue  the  flower  of  our  young  men  from  the  selfish  and 
material  spirit  of  our  times.  Such  are  the  pecuniary  and  commercial 
excitements  of  the  day, — so  rife  is  the  spirit  of  fortune-seeking  and 
money-getting, — that  it  is  to  be  feared,  not  only  that  many  an  intellectual 
talent  is  buried  in  the  earth,  but  that  many  who  are  or  might  be  "  called 
of  God,"  really  obey  the  voice  of  Mammon.  Our  work  is  not  done  when 
we  have  constructed  a  system  of  academies,  and  crowned  them  with 
colleges.  We  are  not  only  to  bring  these  advantages  within  reach  of 
our  young  men,  but  we  are  to  bring  our  young  men  into  the  actual  use  of 
these  advantages.  We  must  take  hold  of  our  young  men,  and  recall  them 
to  a  sense  of  duty  to  the  Church  and  to  God  ;  they  must  be  directed  to 
the  great  importance  of  intellectual  and  moral  cultivation ;  and  if,  under 
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proper  inquiry,  they  give  proof  of  being  moved  by  the  Holy  Ghost,  and 
inspired  by  the  sense  of  duty,  let  them  assume  the  sacred  calling ;  and 
we  may  hope  thus  to  possess  a  ministry  for  the  times.  If,  however,  the 
intimations  of  Providence  requii-e  their  occupying  a  secular  position, 
they  will  bless  the  Church  scarcely  less  by  fiUing  the  ranks  of  a  culti- 
vated Christian  laity. 

We  are  highly  pleased  to  observe  the  increasmg  interest  and  efforts 
of  our  people  for  the  education  of  females.  The  number  of  institutions 
exclusively  devoted  to  this  purpose,  with  those  in  which  both  sexes  are 
educated  together,  is  an  encouraging  indication  that  this  subject  is  more 
justly  appreciated,  and  its  importance  more  deeply  felt. 

Upon  examination  it  will  be  found,  we  think,  that  our  Church  is  not 
behind  other  denominations  in  this  excellent  work. 

Yet  there  is  demand  for  still  more  strenuous  exertions.  Let  not  this 
subject  be  lost  sight  of  by  our  preachers  and  people  ;  but  let  enlightened 
and  vigorous  efforts  be  put  forth  to  provide  as  numerous  and  as  great 
advantages  for  the  mental  culture  of  females  as  males,  that  both  otur 
sons  and  daughters  may  be  furnished  with  a  Christian  education  of  a 
high  order. 

There  has  been  laid  before  the  committee  a  letter  from  one  of  our 
most  eminent  scholars — Professor  A.  W.  Smith,  of  Middletown — upon 
a  subject  woi-thy  our  attention.  We  present  the  following  extracts,  in 
the  professor's  own  words  : — 

"I  have  thought  it  very  important  that  some  measures  should  be 
taken  to  attract  the  attention  of  our  people  to  the  '  Annual  Concert  of 
Prayer'  for  colleges,  and  secure,  if  possible,  an  observance  of  the  day 
by  the  entire  Church.  It  is,  I  believe,  very  generally  observed  in  most 
other  evangelical  Churches,  but  to  a  very  limited  extent,  I  suspect,  in 
our  Church.  The  direct  influence  of  even  a  partial  and  limited  ob- 
servance of  the  day,  I  have  witnessed  too  often  to  question  the  wisdom 
and  power  of  the  custom ;  and  could  the  prayers  of  the  whole  evan- 
gelical Church  be  enlisted  simultaneously  in  behalf  of  the  unconverted 
in  our  colleges  and  academies,  the  moral  power  of  the  fact  would  be 
irresistible.  Even  as  it  has  been,  the  manifest  concern  and  uneasiness 
of  the  godless  portion  of  our  students  at  that  period,  is  evidence  of  their 
faith  in  the  power  of  prayer ;  and,  in  many  instances,  the  commence- 
ment of  revivals,  in  our  e  astern  colleges  at  least,  dates  at  the  period  of 
this  concert." 

To  the  above  remarks  of  this  respected  Christian  layman,  we  may 
add  that  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted  that  our  academies  and  colleges 
are  so  seldom  made  the  subjects  of  prayer,  especially  in  our  Sabbath 
ministrations.  We  pray  you,  brethren,  embrace  this  most  momentous 
interest  in  your  hearts  and  your  prayers,  and  lead  the  Church  into 
earnest  supplication  for  our  young  men,  and  for  those  institutions  by 
which  the  higher  elements  of  their  characters  are  to  be  shaped.  If  you 
wish  piety  to  be  enlightened  by  learning,  and  learning  to  be  sanctified 
by  piety,  consecrate  these  to  God.  Then  will  the  divine  Spirit  shower 
still  more  glorious  baptisms  upon  them ;  and  a  noble  generation  of 
Christian  scholars  and  Christian  ministers  will  arise,  thankful  to  us  for 
giving  them  the  means  of  excelling  ourselves. 
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At  the  last  General  Conference  there  were  propounded  to  the  heads 
of  all  our  literaiy  institutions  eleven  queries  in  regard  to  their  condition 
and  history,  and  answers  were  requested.  This  committee,  immediately- 
after  their  appointment,  at  the  present  session,  took  such  measures  as 
were  in  their  power  to  procure  the  answers,  and  the  results  of  their 
imperfect  returns  are  presented  in  the  following  tabular  view.  It  is  to 
be  hoped  that  the  same  plan  M-ill  be  continued  from  session  to  session, 
so  that  a  systematic  and  progressive  view  of  our  educational  interests 
may  be  in  permanent  possession  of  the  Church. 

\_For  Tabular  View  of  Institutions  and  Seminaries,  see  pages  168,169.] 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  congregations  to  obsen'e 
the  "  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges,"  in  accordance  with  the  cus- 
tom of  other  evangelical  Churches ;  and  that  our  ministry  are  earnestly 
requested  to  make  our  literary  institutions  a  prominent  subject  of  prayer 
in  their  Sabbath  ministrations. 

Resolved,  That  it  be  recommended  to  all  our  ministry  to  preach  at 
least  one  sermon  annually  on  the  subject  of  education. 

Resolved,  That  the  heads  of  our  colleges  and  other  literary  institutions 
are  specially  requested  to  report  for  the  next  General  Conference  a  state- 
ment of  their  condition,  suitable  to  be  embraced  in  a  tabular  view  similar 
to  that  presented  in  this  report. 

D.  D.  Whedon, 
H.  J.  Clarice, 
A.  Stevens, 
L.  Sperry, 

S.  S.  RoSZELL, 

M.  Crow. 
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R— REPORT  ON  THE  REVISION  OF  THE  CATECHISMS. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  assembled 
at  Boston,  May,  1852. 

Fathers  and  Brethren, — The  undersigned,  the  Editor  of  Sunday- 
school  publications  by  appointment  of  the  General  Conference  of  1848, 
found  himself  instructed  by  a  resolution  of  that  body,  which  may  be 
referred  to  on  page  113  of  the  printed  Journal,  in  the  following  wdrds,  to 
■wit : — 

"  Resolved,  That  our  standard  Catechisms  be  revised  by  the  Editor  of 
our  Sunday- School  Books,  under  the  supervision  of  the  Book  Committee 
at  New-York." 

In  pursuance  of  the  duty  enjoined  by  the  above  resolution,  the  under- 
signed, at  the  earliest  opportunity,  sohcited  the  instruction  of  the  Book 
Committee  as  to  the  best  mode  of  procedure.  The  Book  Committee, 
after  due  deliberation,  resolved  to  nominate  a  "  Committee  on  the  Cate- 
chism," consisting  of  Bishop  Hedding,  Rev.  Dr.  Olin,  Rev.  Dr.  Bangs 
and  Rev.  Dr.  Holdich ;  who,  having  been  severally  notified  of  their 
appointment,  consented  to  serve  on  the  committee. 

After  repeated  notices,  it  w^as  found  impracticable  for  this  committee 
to  hold  a  session  of  sufficient  length  to  accomplish  the  proposed  work  of 
revision  in  joint-meeting.  The  Editor  was,  therefore,  instructed  to  bring 
the  work  to  a  state  of  forwardness,  and  then  submit  it  to  the  assembled 
committee.  The  assigned  task  was  found  to  be  one  of  no  little  difficulty 
and  labour,  requiring  entire  abstraction  from  all  other  engagements,  and 
constant  reference  to  numerous  catechisms,  text-books  of  divinity,  &c.,  &c. 
Amid  the  pressing  routine  and  especial  urgency  of  his  official  duties  for 
the  last  four  years,  it  has  only  been  possible  for  your  Sunday-School 
Editor,  by  efforts  repeated  at  several  different  periods,  to  secure  a 
sufficient  amount  of  undivided  time  for  the  proper  accomplishment  of 
the  desired  revision.  Fortunately  for  himself  and  the  Church,  Rev.  Dr. 
M'Clintock,  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  consented,  on  invitation,  to 
aid  in  the  practical  labour  proposed.  This  labour  was  performed  in  the 
most  patient  and  careful  manner,  occupying  an  amount  of  time  which 
few  would  conjecture  from  the  dimensions  of  the  work  produced. 

The  primary  labour  having  been  thus  completed,  the  result  was  sub- 
mitted to  the  entire  committee,  and  analyzed,  word  by  word,  in  a  pro- 
tracted examination ;  at  the  conclusion  of  which  the  following  certificate 
was  furnished : — 

"  The  undersigned,  appointed  by  the  Book  Committee  to  examine  the 
Catechism  to  be  revised  according  to  the  vote  of  the  last  General  Confer- 
ence by  the  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books,  hereby  report  that  we  have, 
to  the  best  of  our  ability,  performed  the  duty  assigned  us.  The  manu- 
script, submitted  by  the  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Books,  was  carefully 
considered,  and  after  mature  reflection  we  do  not  hesitate  to  approve  of 
it,  and  recommend  it  for  general  use  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  E.  Hedding,      S.  Olin, 
N.  Bangs,  J.  Holdich. 

"New-York,  Jpril  18, 1851." 


Report  on  the  Revision  of  the  Catechisms.  l7l 

This  certificate  applied  to  Catechism  No.  1,  which  is  the  text  or  basis 
used  in  each  number  of  the  series.  Ha\ing  thus  briefly  stated  the  suc- 
cessive steps  by  Avhich  the  Catechisms  now  submitted  for  the  sanction  of 
the  General  Conference  have  been  prepared,  it  is  next  in  order  to  explain 
the  plan  and  character  of  the  Catechisms  themselves. 

The  Catechisms  heretofore  in  use  among  us  were  those  of  the  Wesleyan 
Methodists  of  Great  Britain,  compiled  and  pubhshed  by  order  of  the 
British  Conference.  They  were  never  adopted  officially  by  the  Metho- 
dist Episcopal  Church,  but  simply  republished  and  sold  at  our  Book 
Concern,  in  the  absence  of  any  similar  publication  of  our  own. 

They  consisted  of  three  numbers  :  the  first  "  for  children  of  tender 
years  ;"  the  second  "  for  children  of  seven  years  and  upwards  ;"  the  third, 
on  the  evidences  of  Christianity  and  the  truth  of  the  Holy  Scriptures, 
"  for  the  use  of  young  persons." 

Numbers  1  and  2  of  this  series  were  the  only  ones  extensively 
used  in  our  Sunday  schools,  No.  3  being  regarded  as  too  abstruse  and 
cumbersome.  One  of  the  difficulties  attaching  itself  to  this  series  of 
catechisms  grew  out  of  the  difference  between  the  arrangement  and 
language  of  the  several  numbers,  by  which  the  labour  of  instruction  and 
acquirement  was  unnecessarily  increased. 

This  consideration  induced  many  to  make  no  use  of  No.  1.    No.  2,  there- 
fore, was  the  principal,  if  not  the  only  Catechism  generally  and  practically 
adopted  in  our  Church.    That  Catechism  is  known  to  have  been  prepared  _ 
by  the  Rev.  Richard  Watson  at  the  request  of  the  British  Conference. 

Wliile  it  has  been  uniformly  conceded  that  said  Catechism  possesses 
the  excellence  of  presenting  a  fair  statement  of  our  theological  views,  it 
has  long  been  the  opinion  of  numbers  among  us,  both  ministers  and  peo- 
ple, that  it  lacks  many  qualities  essential  to  the  objects  of  catechetical 
instruction  throughout  our  extended  communion. 

Instead  of  the  necessary  brevity  and  directness,  many  of  its  answers 
are  long  and  complicated.  Instead  of  stating  truth  in  the  simplest  words, 
many  of  its  terms  are  technical,  and  hard  to  be  understood  and  memo- 
rized by  children. 

Besides,  a  critical  examination  shows  that  the  work,  as  a  whole,  is  a 
paraphrase  of  the  Westminster  Catechism,  with  an  infusion  of  Arminian 
theology. 

It  was  evident,  therefore,  that  what  was  called  for  by  the  order  of 
the  General  Conference  was  no  mere  verbal  revision,  no  mere  prun- 
ing of  words  and  dilution  of  teims  ;  but  a  complete  reconstruction 
of  the  Catechism,  adapted  to  the  times  and  country  in  which  we  live. 
Such  a  reconstruction  has  been  made  upon  a  systematic  and  compre- 
hensive plan,  with  scrupulous  care  to  give  short  answers  in  simple  words, 
and  yet  to  express  "  the  tnith,  the  whole  truth,  and  nothing  but  the 
truth." 

A  comparison  of  this  new  Catechism  with  all  other  existing  Cate- 
chisms, will  show  that  while  no  one  has  been  copied,  yet  that  the 
chief  excellences  of  all  have  been  combined  and  harmonized  under 
the  great  advantages  growing  out  of  the  practical  experience  and 
demonstrations  of  the  Sunday-school  system  for  the  last  quarter  of  a 
century. 

X 


J  72  Report  on  the  Revision  of  the  Catechisms. 

The  first  characteristic  of  the  plan  adopted  is  to  have  one  Cate- 
chism— so  that  what  is  learned  in  childhood  may  be  remembered  through 
life,  and  not  displaced  from  the  mind  by  succeeding  lessons,  however 
amplified. 

The  second  distinguishing  feature  of  the  present  plan  is  to  have  the 
Church  Catechism  published  in  different  forms  in  connexion  with  an  ex- 
pansive series  of  instructions  rising  in  gradation  and  enlarging  in  corre- 
spondence with  the  years  and  capacities  of  the  pupils.  No.  1  is  the  sim- 
ple Catechism.  No.  2  is  the  same  Catechism  proved  and  illustrated  by 
Scripture.  No.  3  is  the  Catechism  accompanied  by  a  summary  of  its 
sections,  an  analysis  of  its  doctrines,  an  explanation  of  terms,  and  an  ad- 
dition of  sundry  important  questions  and  answers. 

This  plan  will  admit  of  indefinite  enlargement ;  and  although  it  is  be- 
lieved that  the  present  series  will  answer  all  necessary  catechetical  pur- 
poses for  our  Sunday  schools,  youth  and  families,  yet  it  may  be  in  place 
to  express  the  hope  that  in  due  time  we  shall  have,  as  a  Church  and  Con- 
ference Text-Book,  a  complete  and  systematic  body  of  divinity  written 
upon  American  soil  and  arranged  iipon  this  basis.  Respecting  the  pub- 
lication of  the  new  Catechism,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  General  Con- 
ference resolution  under  which  it  has  been  prepared  makes  no  provision. 
Some  have  hence  inferred,  that  the  work,  having  been  completed,  should 
have  been  published  and  brought  into  vise  long  ago.  Others  have  in- 
ferred that  the  revised  work  should  be  reported  as  it  now  is  to  the  Gen- 
eral Conference ;  and  if  approved,  published  under  its  explicit  sanction. 
Without  discussing  the  pi-oprieties  of  the  case,  it  may  be  sufficient  to  say 
that  in  all  the  circumstances,  the  latter  course  has  been  the  only  feasible 
one.  That  course  having  been  adopted,  the  text  of  the  revised  Cate- 
chisms is  herewith  submitted  to  the  General  Conference  to  be  examined, 
improved,  or  rejected  at  your  discretion. 

Should  the  thorough  examination  of  a  judicious  committee  of  this  body 
result  in  its  approval,  and  should  the  General  Conference  then  officially 
order  its  publication,  it  will  go  forth  to  the  Church  with  the  highest  pos- 
sible sanctions,  and  not  fail  to  secure  the  universal  use  and  confidence  of 
our  people.  In  a  few  weeks  it  may  be  printed  and  diffused  to  the  ex- 
tremities of  our  Zion.  On  the  supposition  that  such  will  be  the  result,  it 
is  hoped  that  active  measures  will  be  employed  to  secure  a  more  general 
and  thorough  use  of  our  Catechisms  both  in  our  churches,  our  Sunday 
schools  and  our  families. 

It  is  believed  that  with  the  advantages  of  the  new  Catechisms  the  duty 
of  studying  Scripture  truth  in  a  systematic  manner  may  become  a  de- 
light :  still,  method,  effort  and  perseverance  Avill  be  required,  as  indis- 
pensable means  of  securing  the  desired  results. 

Of  the  vast  importance  of  catechetical  instruction,  as  a  means  of 
establishing  and  extending  the  Church  of  God,  it  would  be  superfluous 
here  to  speak.  That  such  instruction  has  been,  from  various  causes,  too 
much  neglected  among  us,  hitherto,  is  a  painful  fact  which  it  becomes  us 
diligently  to  remedy  in  future. 

With  these  brief  explanations  and  suggestions  the  undersigned  desires 
respectfully  to  surrender  the  responsibility  intrusted  to  him  with  refer- 
ence to  the  Catechisms,  hoping  that  his  labours  and  those  of  the  dis- 
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tinguished   brethren   associated  Avith  him  (two  of  whom  have  already 
passed  from  labour  to  reward)  will  not  have  been  in  vain. 
Daniel  P.  Kidder, 

Editor  of  Sunday-School  Publications. 
New-York,  April,  1862. 


S.— MEMORIAL  OF  THE    SUNDAY-SCHOOL  UNION  OF  THE   METHODIST 
EPISCOPAL  CHURCH  TO  THE  GENERAL  CONFERENCE  OF  1853. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren, — Your  quadrennial  assemblage  gives 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday-School  Union  another  opportunity 
of  laying  before  you  some  statements  respecting  the  recent  progress  and 
the  present  condition  of  the  Sunday-school  enterprise  in  our  Church. 
It  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  God  that  we  are  enabled  to  present,  as 
the  aggregate  of  oui-  official  statistics,  at  the  end  of  1851,  the  following 
numbers : — 

Sunday  schools,  8,706 ;  officers  and  teachers,  93,561  ;  scholars, 
4'73,311;  volumes  in  library,  1,260,558;  Bible  classes,  6,034;  scholars 
in  infant  classes,  38,641  ;  expenses  of  schools  the  past  year,  $66,124; 
amount  raised  for  Sunday-School  Union,  $6,568  ;  com^ersions  in  1851, 
14.527. 

The  following  is  our  net  increase  during  the  last  four  years,  1848-52  : 

Officers  and  Total  Exp.  Total 

Srbools.  Teachers.         Scholars.  Vols,  in  Lib.  of  Schools.       Conversions. 

Increase  in  1848,  190  5,118  16,802  108,527  46,843  8,240 

1849,  576  3,610  35,201  136,407  48,079  9,014 

1850,  687  10,966  37,356  149,497  54,587  11,398 

1851,  685  8,721  43,722  143,475  66,124  14,557 


Total  increase,  2,138  28,415  133,081  537,906  $215,633  43,209 

Offlcors  and 

Our  increase   during  the   preceding  four  [  2^022  2^401  79''3'72 

years,  1844-8,  was    .         .         .         .  f    '  '  9,   7  J 

Excess  of  increase  during  the  last  four  years  )      ^^„  hah  ^oH/^o 

over  the  four  years  preceding,     .-      .[     ^^^  ^'^^^  ^^,709 

Total  increase  in  eight  years,    ,         .         .     4,160  49,816  212,453 

The  great  and  encouraging  increase  thus  stated,  is  to  be  attributed 
under  the  blessing  of  God  to  a  more  complete  development  of  our  sys- 
tem of  Sunday-school  operations,  and  to  a  more  general  activity  through- 
out the  Church  in  the  use  of  the  various  means  by  which  Sunday  schools 
are  established  and  promoted.  While  facilities  are  rapidly  increasing,  so 
also  new  openings  are  constantly  offering  for  the  spread  of  this  cause. 
The  claims  made  upon  this  institution  for  aid  were  never  more  general 
nor  more  urgent  than  now,  and  the  debt  upon  our  treasury  was  never 
before  so  great  as  at  the  beginning  of  this  year.  Thus  God  in  his  provi- 
dence continues  to  demand  the  liberality  and  the  zealous  efforts  of  all 
who  would  serve  him  by  endeavours  to  sustain  the  cause  of  Sunday 
schools. 
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It  is  not  our  purpose  in  this  communication  to  burden  your  attention 
with  anything  irrelevant  to  those  practical  interests  which  ought  to  re- 
ceive your  consideration,  and,  if  you  judge  proper,  your  official  action. 
As  the  publication  of  Sunday-school  books  belongs  to  the  Book  Concern, 
•we  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  that  institution  for  information  as  to  the 
increase  of  business  and  the  amount  of  sales  in  the  Simday-school  de- 
partment. 

During  the  four  years  preceding  1848  more  than  three  hundred  new 
volumes  were  added  to  our  Sunday-school  libraries.  The  last  four  years 
have  witnessed  an  addition  of  four  hundred  more,  making  the  handsome 
aggregate  of  one  thousand  bound  volumes  now  on  our  Sunday-School 
Catalogue.  During  the  same  last-mentioned  period,  the  Sunday  School 
Advocate  has  advanced  in  its  circulation  from  80,000  to  about  100,000. 
At  this  point  the  Board  of  Managers  would  respectfully  suggest  to  you 
to  inquire  whether  in  justice  to  this  department  the  editorship  of  Tracts 
should  not  henceforward  be  detached  from  that  of  Sunday-School 
Publications. 

Eight  years  ago,  when  a  distinct  Sunday-school  editorship  was  first 
created,  there  might  have  been  room  for  doubt,  whether  a  Sunday- 
School  Editor  would  have  enough  to  do  to  employ  his  time.  Hence, 
probably,  rather  than  because  there  was  any  special  affinity  between  the 
two  departments,  the  editorship  of  Sunday-school  publications  and  tracts 
was  combined  into  one  office. 

Our  impression  is,  that  the  practical  experiment  of  the  eight  years  now 
closing,  has  shown  that  the  editorial  labours  of  the  Sunday-school  de- 
partment alone  are  sufficient  for  one  Editor  ;  tliey  probably  not  being  ex- 
ceeded in  amount  by  any  other  editorial  office  in  the  Church. 

But  if  this  were  not  so,  the  Sunday-School  Editor  will  always  find  de- 
mands upon  his  time  and  efibrts  as  Con-esponding  Secretary  of  this 
Union.  Between  these  two  offices  there  is  an  obvious  and  a  close  affinity, 
which  cannot  be  overlooked  Avithout  prejudice  to  the  usefulness  of  both. 
We  think  ourselves  safe  in  presuming  that  not  less  than  one-fourth  of  the 
time  of  your  Sunday-School  Editor,  during  the  last  eight  years,  has 
been  employed  in  the  direct  service  and  aid  of  this  Union. 

Such  services  were  essential  to  the  organization  of  a  new  class  of  be- 
nevolent agencies,  and  to  their  introduction  to  the  general  notice  and  sup- 
port of  the  Church.  Hereafter,  precisely  the  same  kind  of  labours  may 
not  be  requisite ;  and  yet,  with  a  field  of  action  widening  before  us,  and 
our  responsibilities  increasing  in  every  direction,  it  is  obvious  that  the 
corresponding  secretaryship  of  this  institution  will  make  no  inconsidera- 
ble drafts  upon  the  time  and  energies  of  any  incumbent.  Hence,  as  well 
as  in  view  of  the  multiplied  labours  of  the  editorial  department  alone,  we 
feel  called  upon  to  request  of  you  such  a  disposition  of  the  Tract  de- 
partment as  will  relieve  the  Sunday-School  Editor  of  all  responsibilities 
in  that  direction. 

The  Board  having  attentively  considered  the  state  and  prospects  of 
the  Sunday-school  enterprise  in  our  Chutch,  its  members  are  of  the 
opinion  that  our  system  of  operations  is  emphatically  a  good  one ;  use- 
ful m  its  present  workings,  and  destined,  with  the  blessing  of  God,  to  pro- 
duce still  greater  and  more  beneficial  results  in  futui-e. 
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Nevertheless,  when  we  look  at  the  benevolent  or  missionary  depart- 
ment of  our  Sunday-school  operations,  and  perceive  how  small  an 
amount  of  funds  is  annually  contributed  by  a  Church  of  700,000  mem- 
bers to  aid  in  founding  new  and  in  succouring  destitute  Sunday  schools, 
we  are  impressed  with  the  necessity  of  some  new  arrangements  or  meas- 
ures for  arousing  the  Church  to  a  larger  and  a  more  systematic  liberality 
in  behalf  of  this  Union. 

In  the  present  state  of  things,  that  provision  of  our  Discipline,  by 
which  an  Annual  Conference  may  appoint  an  agent  to  labour  within  its 
bounds  in  behalf  of  Sunday  schools,  is  practically  unavailable  for  the 
purposes  of  this  Union. 

Agents  are  rarely  appointed  under  the  provision ;  and  when  so  appointed 
hitherto,  they  have  usually  been  ministers  superannuated  or  in  feeble 
health. 

Indeed  there  are  good  reasons  why  such  appointments  should  not  be 
made  in  all  the  conferences ;  e,  g. : — 

1.  So  large  a  number  is  uncalled  for. 

2.  The  amount  of  funds  that  would  be  required  for  their  support 
would  be  so  great  as  to  embarrass  the  benevolent  designs  contemplated. 

3.  Agents  acting  in  some  thirty  different  conferences  without  a  com- 
mon direction,  would  not  be  likely  to  secure  a  harmonious  result. 

Besides,  a  general  conviction  prevails  among  us  and  our  people,  that 
it  is  better  to  depend  upon  the  regular  ministry  in  our  several  charges 
for  Sunday-school  labours  and  influences  than  to  incur  the  expense  and  to 
form  the  habit  of  employing  special  agents  to  do  a  general  work. 

These  and  other  similar  considerations  have  had,  and  will  continue  to 
have,  the  effect  of  preventing  appointments  under  the  provision  alluded 
to,  and  our  Discipline  contains  no  other  provision  of  any  kind  for  agents 
or  extra  labourers  in  behalf  of  the  Sunday-school  cause. 

In  this  state  of  things  we  feel  called  upon  to  request  such  a  modifica- 
tion of  the  Discipline  as  Avill  allow  the  Bishops  to  appoint  a  travelling 
minister  to  be  an  agent  of  this  Union,  when,  in  the  combined  judgment 
of  the  Union  and  of  the  Bishops,  such  an  appointment  is  called  for. 

We  can  imagine  several  cases  in  which  such  an  appointment  would 
conduce  highly  to  the  best  interests  of  the  Church.  Whereas  one  con- 
ference seldom  wishes  the  services  of  a  Sunday-school  agent  exclusively 
within  its  bounds,  it  often  happens  that  several  conferences  would  be 
glad  jointly  to  have  the  labours  of  a  well-qualified  Sunday-school  agent. 

Supposing,  for  example,  that  it  should  be  thought  desirable  to  employ 
a  minister  adapted  to  the  work  in  some  four  or  five  of  the  more  remote 
conferences,  let  us  see  what  he  might  do  for  the  direct  promotion  of 
the  Sunday-school  interests  of  the  Church. 

He  might  visit  conferences  which  the  Corresponding  Secretary  could 
not  reach ;  he  might  attend  Sunday-school  conventions,  and  lecture  on  the 
proper  qualifications  of  teachers  and  the  best  modes  of  instruction ;  he 
might  take  collections  in  behalf  of  the  Union,  preach  to  children,  facili- 
tate the  introduction  of  our  books  and  papers,  and  in  a  variety  of  ways 
arouse  new  zeal  and  activity  both  among  our  ministers  and  people  re- 
specting every  branch  of  Sunday-school  effort. 

This  work  having  been  done  faithfully  for  a  year  or  two  in  a  given 
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region,  and  the  cause  having  received  a  suitable  impetus,  the  agent  might 
return  to  the  regular  work  of  the  ministiy,  or  be  removed  to  some  other 
field  in  which  to  exert  a  similar  influence. 

Our  view  is,  that  this  class  of  labours  need  not  be  perpetuated,  but 
only  used  as  an  introduction  of  results  which  would  eventually  be 
secured  without  it,  but  at  a  more  distant  period. 

The  Union,  as  a  central  institution,  should  be  able  to  determine  by  its 
correspondence  and  observations  whe)-e  and  when  such  labours  are  most 
wanted,  and  in  connexion  with  the  Episcopacy  to  select  the  proper  men 
to  undertake  them. 

What  we  request,  therefore,  is  simply  the  addition  of  the  following 
words  in  the  Discipline,  Part  i,  chap,  iv,  §  1,  second  answer  to  ques- 
tion third,  following  the  words  distributing  tracts,  fourth  line  from  the 
end  of  the  answer  :  "Also,  when  requested  by  the  Sunday-School  Union, 
to  appoint  an  agent  or  agents  of  said  Union,  to  labour  under  its  direction 
and  for  the  promotion  of  its  interests  and  objects." 

This  regulation  will,  so  far  as  we  can  see,  fully  provide  for  the  con- 
tingency stated,  and  at  the  same  time  be  fully  guarded  against  any 
misapplication. 

If  made,  it  will  remain  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  whether  to  act 
imder  it  or  not ;  and  when  action  is  taken  by  the  Board,  it  will  still  be  at 
the  option  of  the  Bishop  whether  to  co-operate  with  it  or  not. 

Thus  a  joint  and  harmonious  action  will  be  secured  in  every  case  :  and 
if,  on  trial,  the  privilege  granted  should  be  found  unnecessary  or  unde- 
sirable, it  will  fall  into  disuse. 

Signed,  in  conclusion,  by  order  of  the  Board, 
B.  Griffen,  President, 
Wm.  Truslow,  Recording  Sec^y. 

New-Yoek,  ^pril  26,  1852. 


T.— REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  CHARTERED  FUND. 

The  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report  of  the  "  Ti-ustees  of 
the  Chartered  Fund,"  and  the  accompanying  documents,  beg  leave  to 
present  the  following  report : — 

The  Committee  have  examined  the  exhibit  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments for  the  last  fom*  years,  and  find  it  correct.  The  exhibit  also  con- 
tains a  list  of  securities,  from  which  it  appears  that  the  fund  now  invested 
in  bonds  and  mortgages,  stocks  and  other  securities,  including  an  unin- 
vested balance  of  $3,125  23,  amounts  to  $41,635  29.  The  Committee 
are  satisfied  that  the  trust  is  managed  by  the  Trustees  with  skill  and 
fidelity. 

The  General  Conference  of  1848,  held  at  Pittsburgh,  authorized  the 
Trustees  to  apply  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  for  an  alteration  in 
their  Charter ;  this  they  did,  and  obtained  it  in  February,  1849,  a  copy 
of  which  is  sent  to  the  General  Conference,  which  we  recommend  may 
be  read  to  the  Conference  and  entered  on  the  Journal.  The  Trustees 
ask  that  the  General  Conference  will,  by  resolution,  ratify  and  confirm 
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the  Amendments  to  the  Charter,  The  Committee  haA^e  considered  all 
the  suggestions  of  the  Report,  and,  believing  them  proper,  present  to 
the  General  Conference  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  manner  in  which  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered 
Fund  have  managed  the  trust  during  the  last  four  years,  meets  the  cor- 
dial approval  of  this  General  Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Amendments  to  the  Charter  of 
the  Cliartered  Fund  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  of  America,  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, February,  1849 — a  copy  of  which  has  been  presented  to  this  Gen- 
eral Conference — be,  and  they  are  hereby,  ratified  and  confirmed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  action  of  the  Trustees  in  relation  to  the  legal 
proceedings  which  have  been  commenced  against  them,  as  set  forth  in 
their  report,  meets  the  entire  approval  of  the  General  Conference. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  election  of  William  P.  Hacker,  by  the  Trustees 
of  the  Chartered  Fund,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  resignation 
of  George  Ireland,  be  approved. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference  be  tendered 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  for  their  care  and  fidelity  in  the 
discharge  of  their  duties. 

6.  Resolved,  That  the  apportionment  of  the  funds  in  hand,  which  is 
made  by  the  Trustees  on  the  first  of  January  in  each  year,  among  the 
existing  Annual  Conferences,  shall  not  be  altered  by  the  formation  of 
any  new  Annual  Conference  or  Conferences  during  the  current  year ;  but 
the  amount  which  any  Conference  would  have  drawn,  had  it  remained 
undivided,  shall  be  equitably  divided  between  the  two  for  the  cm-rent 
year,  after  it  shall  have  been  divided. 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  be  requested  to  transmit  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  report  and  resolutions  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered 
Fund.  T.  J.  Thompson,  Chairman. 


U.— ADDRESS  TO  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  British  Conference  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church. 

Reverend  and  dear  Brethren, — It  has  caused  us  deep  regret  that  we 
have  received  no  communication  from  your  venerable  body  in  reply  to 
our  letter,  transmitted  through  Dr.  Dixon,  who,  four  years  since,  so  ably 
and  acceptably  performed  the  duty  of  a  representative  from  your  Con- 
ference to  ours.  But,  as  we  cannot  believe  that  your  failure  to  write  to 
us  arose  from  any  diminution  of  fraternal  regard  on  your  part,  and  must 
attribute  it  only  to  accident,  we  cannot  allow  the  opportunity  afforded 
by  our  assembly  in  General  Conference  to  pass  without  renewing  to  you 
our  assurances  of  Christian  affection  and  brotherly  sympathy.  We  re- 
joice to  believe,  and  Ave  account  it  one  of  the  distinguishing  marks  of  the 
divine  favour,  that  Methodists  throughout  the  world  are  one  in  heart 
and  feeling;  and  we  wish  especially  to  cherish  and  preserve  the  most 
intimate  relations  with  your  body,  and  with  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  of 
12 
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the  Britisli  Empire,  whom  you  represent.  We  greet  you,  then,  again,  in 
the  name  of  our  common  Lord,  as  brethren  beloved. 

The  want  of  a  letter  from  you  has  been,  to  some  extent,  supplied  by 
the  visit  of  the  Rev.  Anson  Green,  delegate  from  the  Canada  Confer- 
ence of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  whose  ample  and  lucid  state- 
ments of  the  affairs  of  the  connexion  in  Canada  have  been  received  by 
our  body  with  lively  satisfaction.  Mr.  Green  also  gave  us  some  informal 
statements  with  regard  to  your  Conference  and  Church,  and  assured  us 
that  your  affection  for  us  remains  unabated. 

It  is  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  that 
we  have  to  report  to  you  continued  growth  and  prosperity  within  our 
borders.  The  last  four  years  of  our  history  have  been  signally  marked 
with  the  divine  favoiu-.  "The  Lord  hath  been  our  stay;  He  hath 
brought  us  forth  also  into  a  large  place."  His  "  wonderful  works  which 
He  hath  done  unto  us  cannot  be  reckoned  up  in  order ;  if  we  would  de- 
clare and  speak  of  them,  they  are  more  than  can  be  numbered."  There 
are,  however,  a  few  points  of  special  interest  to  which  we  can  briefly 
and  thankfully  advert.  You  will  rejoice  to  learn  that  the  peace  of  our 
Church  has  been  unbroken  for  the  last  four  years ;  and  that  the  labours 
of  our  ministry  have  been  abundantly  honoured  with  the  divine  bless- 
ing. The  increase  in  our  membership  during  the  period  named  has  been 
ninety  thousand  two  hundred  and  forty-six,  and  that  increase  has  been 
progressive,  as  follows :  namely,  m  the  first  year,  about  seven  thousand  ; 
in  the  second  year,  about  twenty-three  thousand ;  in  the  third  year, 
about  twenty-seven  thousand;  and,  in  the  last  year,  about  thirty-two 
thousand.  We  are  happy  to  say,  also,  that  we  believe  that,  thi-oughout 
the  Church,  there  has  been  a  growth  in  spiritual  life  and  Christian  zeal, 
and,  especially,  in  many  quarters  there  has  been  awakened  a  new  interest 
in  the  doctrine  and  practice  of  Christian  holiness.  Our  enterprises  of 
Christian  benevolence  have  also  been  more  amply  and  generally  sustained 
by  our  people  during  the  last  four  years  than  ever  before.  There  has 
been  a  progressive  advance  in  our  missionary  contributions,  far  more 
than  proportionate  to  the  growth  in  our  numbers ;  the  amount  raised  in 
1848-9  being  about  $87,000  ;  in  1849-50,  about  $105,000  ;  in  1850-51, 
about  $133,000 ;  and  in  1851-52,  about  $155,000.  And  our  Committee 
has  anticipated  a  further  growth  of  missionary  zeal  among  the  people, 
by  appropriating  $200,000  for  the  outlays  of  the  next  year. 

In  the  Sunday  school  department  we  have  a  similarly  gratifying  pros- 
perity to  record.  We  have  now  enrolled  ninety-three  thousand  five  hun- 
dred and  sixty-one  officers  and  teachers  of  Sunday  schools,  four  hundred 
and  seventy-three  thousand  three  hundred  and  eleven  scholars,  and  one 
million  two  hundred  and  sixty  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-eight 
volumes  in  Sunday-school  libraries.  In  the  circulation  of  religious  books 
and  periodicals,  there  has  also  been  a  marked  improvement,  and  with 
our  large  means  for  preparing  and  circulating  a  wholesome  literature 
throughout  our  country,  we  hope  for  still  greater  results  in  the  future. 

Our  home-work  is  extending  with  unparalleled  rapidity  on  this  conti- 
nent. On  our  Western  or  Pacific  Coast,  a  vast  empire  has  been  opened 
to  our  labours,  and  we  have  endeavoured,  as  far  as  our  means  would 
allow,  to  enter  it  and  cultivate  it.    Two  conferences  have  been  formed — 
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the  Oregon  Conference  and  the  California  Conference — and  we  have 
already  within  the  bounds  of  those  conferences  nearly  sixty  ministers  in 
active  service.  We  have  also  just  directed  the  establishment  of  a  Book 
Room  and  of  a  weekly  religious  Journal  in  San  Francisco. 

We  take  great  pleasure  in  calling  your  attention  to  the  success  which 
has  attended  our  work  among  the  German  population  of  our  country. 
We  have  now  nearly  one  hundred  and  fifty  ministers  and  ten  thousand 
members  among  them,  many  of  whom  are  converts  from  Romanism. 
Some  of  the  ministers  converted  here,  have  been  sent  back  to  their 
father-land  as  missionaries,  and  we  have  great  encouragement  in  the 
present  state  and  prospects  of  work  there. 

Within  the  last  year,  our  senior  Bishop,  the  Rev.  Elijah  Hedding,  D.  D., 
has  been  removed  by  death.  He  closed  a  long  life  of  devoted  and  ac- 
ceptable service  to  the  Church  by  a  happy  and  triumphant  death.  His 
name  is  held  among  us  as  a  synonym  for  all  that  is  pure  in  virtue,  lofty 
in  intellect,  and  complete  in  Christian  character  and  hfe. 

At  the  present  session  of  our  Conference  our  Episcopal  Board  has 
been  strengthened  by  the  election  of  four  brethren,  high  in  the  esteem 
and  confidence  of  the  Clnirch — the  Rev.  Drs.  Levi  Scott,  Matthew  Simp- 
son, and  Revs.  0.  C.  Baker  and  E.  R.  Ames. 

We  have  heard,  informally,  mth  great  regret,  of  the  agitations  that 
have  existed  in  your  body  for  some  years  past,  and  sympathize  fully 
with  you.  We  rejoice  in  the  confident  belief  that  Methodism  in  Eng- 
land is  so  strongly  rooted  in  the  affections  of  the  people,  and,  what  is 
more,  so  surely  protected  by  Divine  Providence,  that  it  will  only  flourish 
the  more  after  these  storms  are  over.  We  have  no  doubt  that  in  this, 
as  in  all  things,  you  "  commit  your  ways  unto  the  Lord,  and  trust  also 
in  him  ;"  and,  therefore,  we  are  assured  that  "  He  will  bring  forth  your 
righteousness  as  the  light,  and  your  judgment  as  the  noonda}'." 

The  Lord,  who  "  loveth  judgment,"  may  he  "  uphold  you  in  your 
integrity,  and  set  you  before  his  face  forever." 

We  are,  dear  brethren,  in  behalf  of  the  General  Conference  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  B.  Waugh, 

T.  A.  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Janes, 
Levi  Scott, 
M.  Simpson, 
OsMON  C.  Baker, 
Edward  R.  Ames. 
Boston,  May  29,  1852. 

The  above  letter  is  respectfully  submitted  as  the  report  of  the  Com- 
mittee appointed  to  prepare  a  commxmication  to  the  British  Conference. 

John  M'Clintock,  ^ 
George  Peck,         | 
Alfred  GRiFFixn,    )■  Committee. 
G.  Webber,  | 

L.  W.  Berry,         J 
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Y.— ADDRESS  OF  THE  BISHOPS  TO  THE  GE2fERAL  CONFERENCE 
OF  THE  METHODIST  EPISCOPAL  CHURCH. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Rev.  Brethren,  and  Fellow-Labourers. — Assembled  in  the  eleventh 
quadrennial  session  of  the  chief  council  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  it  is  deemed  suitable,  on  the  part  of  the  General  Superintend- 
ents, to  make  an  official  communication  to  you,  embracing  various  sub- 
jects of  interest  coming  under  their  general  oversight.  They  are  aware 
.'  that  there  is  no  rule  of  Discipline  requiring  them  to  present  such  a  docu- 
!  ment,  nor  has  there  been  established  a  uniform  custom  in  favour  of  the 
\  course  now  pursued  by  them ;  but  they  cannot  doubt  the  readiness  of 
the  representatives  of  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  to  receive  their  address,  and  to  give  to  it  the  consider- 
ation which,  in  your  judgment,  it  may  deserve. 

The  occasion  of  your  convening  to  enter  upon  the  appropriate  duties 
of  your  delegation,  admits  of,  if  it  does  not  invite,  brotherly  salutations 
and  ministerial  greetings.  We  avail  ourselves  of  it  to  say  to  you,  from 
our  hearts,  that  we  greet,  most  cordially,  this  Conference  of  grave  and 
godly  men,  who  are  here  in  the  name  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  con- 
sult on  the  best  plans  and  regulations  for  the  promotion  of  the  interests 
of  Christianity.  We  hail  you  as  brethren  beloved,  and  salute  you  in 
the  Lord.  But  while  we  thus  indulge  in  delightful  effusions  of  brothei'ly 
love,  let  us  be  reminded  of  the  propriety  of  commencing  the  arduous 
and  i-esponsible  duties  of  the  session  in  the  spiiit  of  deep,  abiding,  and 
controlling  piety,  and  throughout  its  continuance,  from  day  to  day,  let 
prayer  and  praise  ascend  from  our  midst  to  God,  "the  God  of  all 
grace,"  through  Jesus  Christ,  the  Redeemer  and  Mediator,  by  the 
heavenly  assistance  of  the  Holv  Spirit. 

In  view  of  the  manifold  blessings  of  providence  and  grace  to  the 
Church,  and  to  our  country,  we  ought  to  feel  ourselves  especially  called 
on  to  praise  God  with  glad  hearts  and  joyful  tongues,  each  saying  with 
the  ardent  Psalmist :  "  Bless  the  Lord,  O  my  soul :  and  all  that  is  within 
me,  bless  his  holy  name.  Bless  the  Lord,  0  my  soul,  and  forget  not 
all  his  benefits."  During  your  dehberations,  in  the  emphatic  language 
of  our  fathers,  "  Let  us  have  an  especial  care  to  set  God  always  before 
us.  And  in  the  intermediate  hours,  let  us  redeem  all  the  time  we  can 
for  private  exercises.  Therem  let  us  give  ourselves  to  prayer  for  one 
another,  and  for  a  blessing  on  our  labour."  We  should  always  remember 
these  words  of  our  Divine  Mastei-,  "  Without  me  you  can  do  nothing." 

Although  we  recognise,  with  pleasm-able  emotions,  the  well-known 
faces  of  brethren  of  previous  sessions  of  the  General  Conference,  yet,  in 
looking  over  the  reverend  body  now  before  us,  we  can  but  exclaim  in 
the  language  of  the  Holy  Scriptures  :  "  The  fathers — where  are  they  ? 
And  the  prophets — do  they  live  forever?"  Few,  and  only  a  few,  of 
the  elder  class  of  Methodist  preachers  are  left  in  our  midst.  Most  of 
them  have  gone  from  the  sight  and  service  of  the  Church.  Noble  men ! 
how  much  did  they  suffer,  and  how  much  did  they  accomplish,  in  plant- 
ing and  cultivating  the  fields  of  Methodism,  on  which  theh  succjs-u  .  are 


Address  of  the  Bishops  to  tlie  General  Conference.  181 

now  reaping  glorious  harvests.  Honoured  be  the  few  who  are  left  with 
us.  Cherished  be  the  memory  of  the  many  v/ho  have  finished  their 
"  course  with  joy,  and  the  ministry  which  they  received  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  to  testify  the  gospel  of  the  grace  of  God." 

We  here  reach  a  point  in  this  address,  at  which  we  must  introduce  a 
topic  of  great  tenderness.  A  venerable  father,  whose  spirit,  example, 
labours,  and  counsels,  have  so  often  and  so  long  blessed  the  Church  of 
his  early  choice,  and  of  his  unwavering  devotion,  has  fallen  asleep  in 
Christ.  Bishop  Hedding,  after  half  a  century  of  fictive  and  laborious 
service  in  the  itinerant  ministry  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  has 
been  taken  from  toil  to  rest.  The  demise  of  this  gi-eat  and  good  min- 
ister of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  occurred  at  his  own  dwelling,  in  Pcugh- 
keepsie,  New- York,  on  the  ninth  day  of  April,  A.  D.  18.52.  His  end 
was  peaceful,  happy,  and  triumphant.  He  sustained  the  highly  respon- 
sible office  of  General  Superintendent  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  for  nearly  twenty-eight  years.  With  a  strong  and  discriminating 
mind,  busily  engaged  for  so  many  years  in  acquiring  knowledge  and 
wisdom  from  various  sources  of  literature  and  science,  of  philosophy 
and  religion,  we  shall  not  be  regarded  as  extravagant  eulogists  when  we 
say,  that  he  has  left  few  eq\;als  in  the  Church,  and,  take  him  all  in  all, 
no  superior  survives  him.  With  all  his  greatness  he  had  the  simplicity 
of  a  child.  His  amiability,  gentleness,  and  kindness,  endeared  him  to 
all  with  whom  he  had  intercourse — from  the  prattling  child  to  the  youth, 
to  the  middle-aged,  and  to  those  of  old  age  and  declining  years. 
All  felt  at  ease  in  the  society  of  this  truly  good  man,  and  were  delighted 
with  his  unpretending  and  attractive  manners.  As  a  preacher,  he  had 
many  and  great  excellences.  As  an  administrative  officei-,  he  was  justly 
esteemed  unrivalled  in  the  soundness  of  his  opinions,  the  correctness  of 
his  constitutional  views  and  legal  decisions,  and  the  dignity  and  urbanity 
of  his  manner.  His  precious  memory,  and  his  bright  example,  are  with 
the  Church,  and  they  will,  we  doubt  not,  prove  beneficial  to  his  col- 
leagues and  successors  in  office,  to  his  ministerial  brethren,  and  to  the 
membership  of  the  Church  generally. 

Although,  in  accordance  with  the  doctrine  of  the  supreme  headship 
of  Christ,  from  "  whom  all  rule  and  all  authority"  proceed,  your  func- 
tions, as  a  delegated  body,  are  not  .strictly,  in  the  common  accepta- 
tion of  the  term,  legislative,  yet  the  duties  you  have  met  to  perform,  for 
the  purpose  of  carrying  into  effect  the  commands  of  the  great  Master 
for  the  regulation  of  "  the  household  of  faith,"  are  most  sacred  and 
responsible.  The  preservation  of  the  unity  of  that  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church  with  which  we  are  so  intimately  connected,  its  sound- 
ness in  doctrine  and  discipline,  its  spirituality  and  morals,  and  especially 
its  enlargement  and  extension  throughout  the  world,  will  give  full  scope 
for  the  exercise  of  the  warmest  zeal  and  most  expanded  love  which  can 
inspire  the  hearts  of  ministers  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  These  great 
and  good  objects  are  sufficient  to  call  us  together  for  counsel,  deliber- 
ation, and  action,  for  carrying  into  effect  the  laws  of  "  the  kingdom," 
without  aspiring  to  legislative  powers  in  our  General  Conference,  except 
in  due  subordination  to  the  authority  of  "  One  who  is  our  Master,"  and 
strictly  within  the  limits  which  have  been  assigned  to  us.     Disclaiming, 
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therefore,  that  high-sounding  appellation  of  "the  supreme  legislatiye 
body"  of  the  Church,  we  prefer  to  contemplate  its  functions  as  admin- 
istrative and  judicial,  rather  than  as  being  strictly  legislative. 

Methodism  had  its  origin  in  England  a  little  more  than  a  century  ago ; 
and  from  thence  was  introduced  into  America,  somewhat  more  than 
eighty  years  since.  Small  in  its  commencement,  and  without  any  design 
or  expectation,  on  the  part  of  its  illustrious  founder,  of  its  assuming  tlie 
distinctive  character  of  an  independent  Chui-ch,  it  has  in  both  coim tries 
become  two  among  the  best  organized,  and  most  effective  branches  of 
the  Church  of  Christ,  havmg  been  blessed  with  a  success  which  finds  no 
parallel  in  modern  times.  As  such  events  were  not  anticipated  as  have 
been  developed  by  its  operation,  no  arrangements  were  adopted  for  the 
formation  of  a  distinct  Church  among  the  Wesleyan  Methodists  in 
Great  Britain.  But  in  America  it  was  soon  found  to  be  necessary  to 
have  a  regular,  distinct,  and  independent  ecclesiastical  organization. 
After  consultation  with  the  Rev.  John  Wesley,  and  in  accordance  with 
his  advice,  the  Methodists  in  America  were  organized  under  the  name 
and  style  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  whose  polity  is  now  Avhat 
it  was  at  its  organization,  modified  in  some  of  its  features,  without 
changing  any  of  its  fundamental  principles.  The  Wesleyan  Methodists 
of  Great  Britain  have  subsequently  taken  on  the  essential  features  of  an 
independent  and  distinct  Church  organization,  but  without  any  specific  or 
formal  announcement  thereof.  A  vital  element  has  been  in  both  organ- 
izations from  the  beginning,  and  has  operated  with  unimpaii-ed  vigour. 
This  principle  is  found  in  the  itinerant  character  of  the  ministry,  an 
attribute  which  has  been  regarded  with  strong  attachment  by  botli  the 
ministry  and  laity  from  the  beginning  until  now.  It  rests  on  mutual 
surrender  and  confidence ;  and  while  these  remain,  this  element  will  con- 
tinue to  operate,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  the  happiest  results.  To 
apply  and  direct  this  principle,  the  General  Conference  have  selected 
from  the  Eldership,  from  time  to  time,  men  in  whom  they  have  reposed 
confidence,  have  invested  them  with  the  office,  and  clothed  them  with 
the  powers  of  General  Superintendents;  having  thus  constituted  them, 
they  are  held  responsible  for  the  proper  performance  of  the  duties  of 
their  office.  In  carrying  into  practical  effect  an  itinerant  ministry,  it  has 
been  wisely  determined  that  the  Bishops  shall  be  themselves  itinerants, 
in  their  relation  and  services.  They  are,  consequently,  required  "to 
travel  through  the  connexion  at  large,"  and  exercise  a  personal  over- 
sight. So  important  did  our  fathers  consider  this  feature  in  the  econ- 
omy of  Methodism,  as  to  guard  it  by  constitutional  provision,  and  put  it 
beyond  the  exercise  of  the  legitimate  powers  of  the  General  Conference 
by  a  restiiction,  which  declares  that  "  they  shall  not  change  or  alter  any 
part  or  rule  of  our  government,  so  as  to  do  away  Episcopacy,  or 
destroy  the  plan  of  our  itinerant  general  superintendency."  With  such 
views  of  our  system,  derived  from  the  Discipline,  and  illustrated  by  our 
predecessors,  it  Avill  not  surprise  you  that  we  call  your  attention  particu- 
larly to  this  subject,  and  admonish  you  of  the  necessity  of  guarding 
against  any  such  modification  of  the  General  Superintendency  as  would 
be  hkely  to  result  in  the  introduction  of  Diocesan  Episcopacy,  and  thus 
infract  the  constitutional  restriction  here  brought  to  view.     We  cannot 
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but  fear  that  any  such  modification  of  the  plan  of  our  itinerant  General 
Superintendency  as  would  be  involved  in  restricting  Episcopal  labours  to  a 
definite  and  limited  sphere,  would,  at  no  distant  period,  lead  to  the  intro- 
duction of  Diocesan  Episcopacy,  than  which,  in  our  judgment,  nothing 
would  be  more  hkely  to  destroy  the  itinerant  General  Superintendency, 
and  in  this  way  change  the  essential  character  of  our  economy.  This 
consideration  alone  is  sufficient  to  awaken  apprehensions  of  danger  to 
the  itinerancy  at  a  point  where  it  should  operate  with  untrammelled 
vigour,  to  say  nothing  of  the  liabihty  of  a  comparatively  local  superin- 
tendency, for  a  period,  say,  of  four  years,  to  introduce  an  administration 
not  in  exact  harmony  with  our  general  plan,  Avhich,  having  been  once 
introduced,  would,  by  the  same  administrator,  be  apt  to  be  repeated 
annually,  until  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  his  appointment  to  his 
diocese,  or  district ;  thus  not  only  giving  rise  to  variant  administrative 
acts,  which  would  acquire  the  force  of  law  in  the  same  degree  in  which 
they  would  be  carried  into  practice  without  being  called  in  question, 
■which  in  our  present  system  would  be  counteracted  by  his  colleagues  in 
succeeding  years.  It  will,  without  doubt,  strike  you  with  great  force, 
that  uniformity  and  harmony  are  essential  to  the  unity  and  success  of  a 
joint  superintendency.  These,  in  our  judgment,  can  be  best  secured  by 
an  annual  change  of  presidents  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences — thus 
not  allowing  the  peculiarities  in  the  administration  of  any  of  them  to 
become  local  and  permanent,  and,  consequently,  controlling  and  incur- 
able. Such  peculiarities,  strengthened  by  the  growth  of  several  years, 
would  be  found  very  embarrassing  to  a  successor.  Either  he  must  con- 
form to  the  usages  of  his  predecessor,  or  the  conferences  would  be 
required  to  take  new  forms  of  business,  and  new  or  modified  principles 
of  administration.  This  would  be  unpleasant,  and  liable  to  lead  to  colli- 
sion and  disaster.  Also,  at  every  conference,  some  worthy  brethren  are 
disappointed  in  their  appointments.  Tliey  feel  that  the  Bishop  has  not 
properly  appreciated  their  merits  as  ministers,  and  has,  therefore,  not 
assigned  them  their  proper  allotment  in  the  work.  In  this  state  of  dis- 
appointment it  is  a  relie%ang  consideration  that  another  Bishop  will 
preside  at  the  next  session  of  the  conference,  and  may  more  cori-ectly 
understand  their  character,  and  more  fully  meet  their  claims.  But  if  it 
was  understood  by  them  that  the  same  Bishop  was  to  fix  their  appoint- 
ments for  several  years  successively,  their  hearts  would  sink  within  them. 
Much  of  their  comfort  and  satisfaction  in  the  work  assigned  them,  and 
probably  more  of  their  efficiency,  would  be  sacrificed.  To  the  Super- 
intendent, who  must,  year  after  year,  meet  these  disappointed  brethen 
and  hear  their  complaints,  and  witness  their  affliction,  the  circumstance 
would  be  most  painful.  Thus,  preachers  and  Superintendents  would  be 
subjected  to  much  suffeiing,  which  in  our  present  arrangement  is  hap- 
pily avoided.  We  admit  there  would  be  an  advantage  in  the  more 
intimate  knowledge  the  Superintendents  might  acquire  of  the  work  and 
the  ministers.  We  are  also  sensible  that  it  would  be  a  relief  to  the 
Superintendents,  by  lessening  the  extent  of  their  journeys,  and  of  their 
long  absences  from  their  families.  But  so  strong  are  our  convictions  of 
the  embarrassments  involved  in  a  change,  and  of  the  pre-eminent 
advantages  of  our  present  system,  that  no  personal  considerations  could 
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induce  us  to  favour  its  modification.  We  would  also  call  attention  to  the 
fact,  that  since  the  different  sections  of  the  work  have  their  own  literary 
institutions,  and  several  of  them  their  sectional  presses,  the  Episcopacy 
is  one  of  the  few  connexional  bonds  yet  left  to  the  Church. 

It  has  often  been  said  that  the  organization  of  Methodism  was  never 
systematically  designed,  but  should  rather  be  regarded  as  an  aggrega- 
tion of  such  arrangements  as  were,  from  time  to  time,  indicated  by 
Divine  Providence.  This  is  true  in  part,  but  not  in  whole.  There  are 
evidences  of  deep  thoughtfuluess  and  careful  arrangement  pervading 
the  enthe  system,  and  although,  as  previously  remarked,  Mr.  Wesley 
did  not  design  the  formation  of  a  separate  and  distinct  Church  in  his 
own  land,  but  only  a  religious  society  for  the  promotion  of  the  spiritual 
and  moral  improvement  of  its  members,  yet  it  is  not  perceived  how  he 
could  more  formally  have  arranged  his  system  if  he  had  commenced  to 
build  up  an  independent  ecclesiastical  association,  to  be  called,  strictly 
and  technically,  a  branch  of  the  Christian  Church.  It  does  not,  there- 
fore, follow,  that  Methodism  has  never  had  any  definite  or  settled 
character  and  polity,  but  with  the  utmost  readiness  adapts  itself  to  all 
the  -Navieties  of  circumstances  which  may  arise  in  its  operations  and 
history.  It  is  not  thus  changeful  and  unsettled.  It  is  indeed  true, 
that  eveiy  clear  indication  of  Providence,  in  its  onward  course,  has  been 
heeded,  and  made  tributary  to  the  great  purpose  of  reforming  the  world 
and  spreading  Scriptural  holiness  over  all  lands.  But  it  is  not  less  true 
that  our  economy  is  not  that  shapeless  mass  of  incongruous  materials  which 
not  only  admits  of,  but  requires,  continual  modifications,  and  such 
frequent  changes,  as  to  keep  things  in  an  unsettled  and  fluctuating  con- 
dition— a  state  of  transition  in  wliich  we  are  "  ever  learning,  but  never 
able  to  come  to  the  knowledge  of  the  truth."  No :  this  is  not  true  of 
our  well-balanced  and  thoroughl}"- tested  ecclesiastical  system,  which 
has  been  in  such  \'igorous  and  successful  operation  for  so  long  a  period, 
without  scarcely  the  alteration  or  addition  of  one  essential  principle.  A 
love  of  novelty  is  innate  in  man,  whose  nature  constantly  tends,  without 
salutaiy  restraint,  to  push  principles  and  measures  to  their  extremes. 
If  we  have  correctly  estimated  this  "age  of  progress"  and  change, 
there  never  was  a  period  fi-aught  with  more  danger  to  the  soundness 
and  stability  of  first  principles,  and  their  legitimate  application  in  do- 
mestic, civil,  and  religious  governments,  than  the  present.  Again  we 
must  urge,  even  at  the  risk  of  being  regarded  as  being  behind  the  times, 
that  you  should  be  thoroughly  cautious  of  the  errors  into  which  you 
may  so  easily  be  conducted  by  the  prevalence  of  an  opinion,  true  only 
in  a  qualified  sense,  that  Methodism  is,  and  has  always  been,  so  much 
under  the  modification  of  occurring  circumstances,  as  to  be,  at  this 
remote  day  from  its  commencement,  in  so  imperfect  a  state  of  organiza- 
tion, as  to  call  forth  numei'ous  speculations  in  regard  to  changes  which 
are  supposed  to  be  required  by  the  new  circumstances  in  which  it  is  now 
foimd.  In  the  state  of  the  times,  as  General  Superintendents,  we  have 
regarded  it  to  be  our  duty  to  awaken  in  you  a  more  than  ordinary  vigi- 
lance to  preserve  from  radical  change  the  excellent  system  which  began 
with  our  fathers,  and  from  them  has  come  under  our  guardianship. 
Having  said  thus  much,  we  leave  the  suggestions  to  your  judgment  and 
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conscience,  in  view  of  your  responsibility  to  the  Supreme  Head  of  the 
Church. 

We  avail  ourselves  of  the  occasion  to  present  a  brief  view  of  the  con- 
dition and  prospects  of  tlie  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  doing  this, 
the  past,  the  present,  and  the  future  may  be  glanced  at  vrith  propiiety. 
Of  Methodism  in  the  past,  let  us  not  be  charged  with  a  fulsome  egotism 
m  the  application  to  it  of  tlie  definition  of  a  recently  departed  servant 
of  God,  whose  reputation  for  talent,  learning,  and  piety,  will  hereafter, 
as  indeed  it  now  does,  place  hira  in  the  front  rank  of  the  wise  and  the 
good.  Doctor  Chalmers  termed  Methodism  "  Cln-istianity  in  earnest." 
If  we  watch  its  movements  from  the  beginning  until  now,  in  the  Old 
and  in  the  New  World,  we  perceive  an  incessant  and  tireless  activity, 
which,  although  rewarded  with  large  and  continued  success,  pauses  not 
to  repose  in  triumph  while  there  remains  any  additional  conquests  to  be 
won,  or  further  victories  to  be  gained.  Hundreds,  thousands,  millions 
of  immortal  souls  have  been  brought  to  God  and  to  glory,  by  the 
divine  blessing  on  its  institutions  and  labours.  The  work  was  wrought 
by  God,  who  put  this  high  honour  of  instrumentality  on  Methodism. 
"  Not  unto  us,  0  Lord,"  said  our  fatliers,  "  not  unto  us,  but  to  thy  name 
give  glory,  for  thy  truth's  sake."  Thus  felt  and  thus  said  our  fathers. 
Thus  let  us  feel  and  say.  A  question  of  deep  and  thrilling  interest  here 
aa-ises,  as  we  divert  our  attention  from  the  past  to  the  present  period  of 
our  ecclesiastical  history.  It  is  this :  "  Does  Methodism  now  operate 
with  the  same  earnestness  and  success  that  it  did  in  the  past?"  This  is 
a  difficult  question  to  answer  satisfactorily.  The  difficulty  arises,  in 
part,  oat  of  the  many  elements  of  prosperity  which  are  seen  operating 
in  vaiious  departments  of  the  Church ;  and  in  part  from  the  aversion 
which  is  instinctively  felt  to  admit  a  deterioration  in  that  which  we  love 
or  esteem.  Not  that  we  are  prepared  to  admit  that  there  is  any 
evidence  of  a  decisive  declension  in  the  energy  of  our  branch  of  the 
Christian  Church  now,  in  comparison  with  any  former  period.  Exter- 
nally, there  is  decided  improvement.  If  our  outward  prosperity  weer  a 
safe  criterion  on  which  to  form  a  correct  opinion,  we  should  unhesitatingly 
conclude  that  our  cause  was  gloriously  in  the  ascendant.  Look  at  the 
rapid  increase  in  the  number  of  our  houses  of  wors-hip,  their  commodi- 
ousness,  their  architectural  proportions,  their  neatness  and  beautiful 
finish,  and  the  taste  and  comfort  of  their  furniture.  These  all  tell,  that 
whatever  else  may  be  said  of  Methodism,  it  cannot  be  pronounced  a 
failure.  Neither  can  it  be  said  that  it  has  accomplished  its  mission. 
The  increase  of  its  ministers,  in  numbers,  in  learning,  in  gifts,  and  in 
effectiveness;  the  constant  addition  to  the  membership;  their  relative 
position  in  the  community ;  the  extent  to  which  the  public  ear  is  turned 
to  Methodist  instruction,  in  om-  churches  and  Sunday  schools :  in  all 
these  respects  we  see  conclusive  evidences  that  there  are  yet  vitality  and 
aggression  in  its  operations.  The  extent  to  which  tlie  press  is  employed 
in  the  maintenance  and  extension  of  its  theology  and  economy  ;  the  rapid 
increase  of  the  Missionary  interests,  foreign  and  domestic ;  and  the 
growing  educational  power,  in  all  the  gradations  of  literature,  from 
Infant  and  Sunday  schools,  to  Colleges  and  Universities, — these  all 
show  that  Methodism  has  not  yet  reached  its  culminating  point,  but  is 
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in  vigorous  action  for  further  conquests  and  more  extended  triumphs. 
We  cannot,  however,  regard  external  prosperity  as  a  certain  test  of  the 
maintenance  of  pnmitive  zeal  and  power.  The  internal  state  of  the 
Church,  if  correctly  apprehended,  will  more  certainly  give  its  true 
character  and  condition.  The  power  of  a  Church  is  found  in  its  faith, 
spirituality,  deep  communion  with  God,  and  enlightened  benesolent 
activity.  It  is,  therefore,  possible  that  while  enjoying  all  this  outward 
prosperity,  there  may  be  inward  decay.  The  fact  is  a  fearful  one.  It 
should  lead  every  member  of  the  Church  to  the  most  prayerful  heart- 
searching  self-examination,  and  every  watchman  of  Zion  to  the  most 
thorough  and  frequent  investigation  of  the  state  and  condition  of  his 
charge.  Preeminently  is  it  the  duty  of  the  General  Conference  to  look 
into  this  subject.  In  our  obsei-vations  on  this  point  our  fears  have  been 
excited  by  the  following  considerations  :  1.  There  appears  to  be  more 
worldly-mindedness  now  than  formerly.  This  is  exhibited  in  conformity 
to  the  world,  in  costly  dwellings,  splendidly  furnished — in  gay  and 
fashionable  dress  in  which  we  can  see  Uttle  or  no  difference  betAveen 
professing  Christians  and  those  who  make  no  profession  of  religion — 
fashionable  parties,  in  some  instances  associated  with  vain  and  sinful 
amusements.  Some  of  our  people  manifest  a  want  of  relish  for  prayer 
and  class-meetings,  and  are  too  seldom  found  at  those  places  of  spiritual 
enjoyment  and  edification.  We  consider  the  neglect  to  attend  class- 
meetings  regularly  among  the  clearest  indications  of  decline  in  vital  god- 
liness. Its  existence  has  given  us  great  pain.  We  have  been  urging 
our  brethren  to  do  whatever  is  piacticable  to  secure  a  more  general  and 
constant  attendance  at  class-meetings.  We  believe  that  these  efforts 
have  not  been  without  some  success.  Still  we  have  fears  that  this  delin- 
quency is  being  but  slowly  overcome.  We  commend  this  subject  to 
your  special  notice,  and  invoke  remedial  action  thereon,  by  such  measures 
as  you  may  deem  proper  and  practicable.  Another  unfavourable  omen, 
which  awakens  apprehension,  is  found  in  the  neglect  of  many  of  our 
ministers  to  execute,  with  wholesome  strictness,  our  excellent  Discipline, 
each  thinking  that  he  finds  extenuation,  if  not  justification,  in  the 
neglect  of  his  predecessor,  and  thus  the  delinquency  is  not  only  per- 
petuated, but  becomes  annually  more  and  more  extended  and  injurious. 
What  can  be  done  to  correct  this  evil?  We  earnestly  commend  this 
inquiry  to  your  consideration. 

In  looking  forward  to  the  destiny  of  Methodism,  we  are  not  despon- 
dent. It  has  a  great  work  to  do,  and  great  capabilities,  under  God,  for 
its  peiforjnance.  Sadly  recreant  must  he  be,  whether  minister  or  lay- 
man, who  does  not  arouse  to  the  full  measure  of  his  duty  and  responsi- 
bility. Behold  the  multitudes  of  our  fellow-citizens  who  must  be 
brought  to  repentance,  or  perish — who  must  be  saved,  or  lost.  Behold 
the  rapidly-increasing  number  of  the  children  of  our  country,  who 
must  be  gathered  into  our  Sunday  schools,  or  in  a  great  measure  grow 
up  without  religious  instruction  and  moral  training  on  the  part  of  the 
Church.  Behold  the  ceaseless  tide  of  immigrants  who  are  thrown  upon 
our  shores,  annually,  from  various  portions  of  the  eastern  hemisphere, 
who  need  to  be  taught  the  way  of  salvation.  Lift  up  your  eyes  on  the 
foreign  fields  of  missionary  laboiu:  in  Asia,  Africa,  and  other  portions  of 
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the  globe — fields  already  "  white  to  harvest."  See  the  great  educational 
interests  which  require  to  be  fostered  and  more  fully  developed.  Be- 
hold the  extensive  wielding  of  the  power  of  the  press  for  combating 
error,  and  sustaining  truth,  especially  in  multiplying  copies  of  the  Holy 
Scriptures.  Look  at  those  points  of  interest,  and  to  the  great  duties 
thence  arising,  and  if  we  are  worthy  of  our  spiritual  lineage,  we  shall  re- 
joice to  see  spreading  out  a  vastness  of  theatre,  and  an  amount  of  labour, 
which  will  give  full  scope  to  all  our  powers,  and  to  those  who  shall 
come  after  us,  as  long  as  both  we  and  they  shall  live.  "  The  field  is  the 
world."  Shall  not  the  sons  of  liim  who  said,  "  The  world  is  my  parish," 
be  among  its  most  active  and  industrious  cultivators  ?  O  for  tl\e  spirit 
of  our  venerated  fathers !  then,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  Methodism 
would  be  "  Christianity  in  earnest"  until  the  end  of  time. 

So  many  objects  have  passed  before  us,  in  this  rapid  survey  of  the 
past,  the  present,  and  the  future,  that  we  hesitate  to  ask  your  attention 
to  many  details  in  the  further  continuance  of  this  communication.  What, 
therefore,  remains  to  be  said  must  be  briefly  told,  and  in  general  terms. 

A  great  distinguishing  feature  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as 
before  intimated,  is  its  itinerancy.  Watch  over  it  with  the  greatest  vigi- 
lance and  care,  for  its  preservation  and  effective  operation.  Let  no  modi- 
fication come  into  collision  with  its  stirring  element.  Keep  it  free  from 
all  tendency  to  localization,  from  the  General  Superintendent  to  the 
preacher  on  probation ;  especially  in  regard  to  the  extension  of  the 
time  for  which  a  minister  may  be  continued  consecutively  in  the  same 
charge,  or  in  the  same  city.  Familiarize  and  nourish  local  habits,  under 
the  appellation  of  itinerancy,  and  there  will,  at  no  distant  period,  be 
nothing  more  than  the  name  left,  if  even  that  shall  be  retained.  In 
connexion  with  itinerancy,  there  is  one  special  view  which  we  judge 
ought  to  be  presented  to  your  consideration  more  at  large  than  any  other 
topic  which  may  be  hereinafter  introduced.  We  allude  to  the  term  of 
probation  which  must  elapse  before  one  can  be  received  into  full  connex- 
ion, or  admitted  into  membership  in  the  conference.  This  period  of  pro- 
bation is  now  what  it  has  always  been — two  years.  The  propriety  of 
extending  this  probationary  term  to  four  years,  has  been,  for  several 
years,  more  or  less  brought  to  notice  and  discussed.  At  the  General 
Conference  of  1848  this  important  change  was  made,  and,  by  a  con- 
siderable majority,  the  period  of  probation  was  extended  so  as  to  make 
it  of  four  years'  duration.  Near  the  close  of  the  session,  however,  a 
motion  was  made  to  reconsider  the  vote,  Avhich  was  adopted,  and  the 
resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  This  subject  will  come  again  before 
the  General  Conference  at  this  session,  as  many  of  the  delegates  have 
been  instructed  by  their  annual  conferences  to  vote  m  favour  of  the  ex- 
tension of  the  period  of  probation.  We  believe  the  change  would  be 
highly  conducive  to  the  general  welfare.  While  there  are  many  and 
strong  reasons  m  favour  of  the  alteration,  we  have  heard  of  but  one  or 
two  against  it.  It  is  said  by  its  opponents  that  it  will  operate  unjustly 
to  probationers  by  deferring  their  ordination  as  deacons  for  two  years,  if 
ordination  be  given  as  it  now  is,  only  after  admission  into  full  connexion; 
and  if  two  years  shall  pass  after  ordination  to  the  deaconry,  before  grad- 
uation to  elder's  orders  can  take  place,  it  would  be  too  long  to  defer  the  full 
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powers  of  the  ministry.  It  is  further  objected  that  the  Church  would 
suffer  by  not  having  a  sufficiency  of  ordained  men  to  administer  the 
sacraments  of  baptism  and  the  Lord's  supper.  There  would  be  force 
in  these  objections  if  the)^  could  not  be  removed  by  making  ordination 
to  deaconship  a  part  of  the  process  of  probation;  but  we  see  not  why 
this  cannot  be  done,  as  we  are  in  the  practice  of  ordaining  local 
preachers.  Let  probationers  be  eligible  at  the  end  of  two  years  to  dea- 
con's orders,  as  heretofore,  provided  the  conference  shall  be  satisfied 
with  their  proficiency  in  their  studies,  and  general  qualifications  for  the 
office ;  and  at  the  end  of  four  years'  probation  be  ehgible,  at  one  and 
the  same  time,  to  admission  into  full  connexion  and  ordination  as  elders. 
We  do  not  think  it  necessary,  even  if  it  weie  expedient,  for  us,  in  a  com- 
munication hke  this,  to  enter  into  an  argumentation  of  the  question; 
otherwise  there  would  be  no  lack  of  strong  reasons  in  favour  of  the  ex- 
tended term  of  probation.  "We  may,  however,  be  allowed  simply  to 
refer  to  some  of  them,  without  detaining  you  with  their  application  and 
results.  1.  The  time  of  probation,  as  it  now  exists,  is  too  short  to  allow 
such  a  development  of  candidates  as  to  enable  the  conferences  to  judge 
soundly  of  their  suitableness  for  the  itinerant  ministry.  Neither  mental, 
nor  religious,  nor  moral  qualifications,  can  be  so  fully  exhibited,  espe- 
cially in  the  case  of  a  travelling  preacher,  as  to  furnish  reasonable  data 
for  an  enlightened  judgment  on  the  part  of  an  annual  conference,  as  to 
his  fitness  to  be  received  into  the  regular  pastorate  of  the  Chm-ch. 
2.  But  if  this  were  not  so,  the  period  is  too  brief  to  admit  of  physical 
developments  so  fully  as  to  show  that  the  candidate  for  the  ministry  has 
constitutional  energies  adequate  to  the  work  which  is  to  be  performed. 
We  need  only  remind  you  of  the  case  of  a  preacher  who,  the  very  first 
or  second  year  after  his  admission  into  full  connexion,  is  found  to  be 
physically  unable  to  do  the  work  of  a  Methodist  pastor.  He  has,  how- 
ever, acquired  membership,  after  a  very  limited  probation,  and  he, 
together  with  the  family  which  he  most  probably  will  have  brought  with 
him,  will  remain,  to  find,  as  he  may  be  able,  some  pecuniary  support 
from  a  Church  that  has  received  little  or  no  service  from  him.  3.  It 
will  be  in  harmony  with  the  established  usage  of  our  elder  brethren,  the 
Wesleyan  Methodist  Church,  than  whom,  perhaps,  no  Christian  Church 
has  a  more  efficient  organization,  and  well-adjusted  system  of  operation. 
Having  said  thus  much  on  the  subject,  we  submit  it  to  your  enlightened 
judgment,  and  await  your  action. 

While  on  the  subject  of  maintaining  the  efficiency  of  our  well-+ried 
itinerancy,  we  take  the  liberty  of  calling  your  attention  to  the  rule 
authorizing  the  location  of  unacceptable  travelling  ministers,  without 
their  consent.  As  this  rule  is  somewhat  complex,  and  difficult  to  be  ad- 
ministered, so  as  to  accomplish  the  important  object  intended  by  its 
adoption,  we  respectfully  inquire  whether  it  could  not  be  so  modified, 
with  safety  to  all  concerned,  as  to  authorize  an  annual  conference  to  locate 
an  imacceptable  member  by  a  majority  vote  of  two-thirds,  or  three-fourths, 
without  putting  him  upon  a  formal  trial  ?  If  such  amendment  should  be 
deemed  safe  and  proper,  it  would  relieve  the  conferences  of  much  embar- 
rassment and  loss  of  time,  experienced  under  the  operations  of  the  rule  in 
its  present  form.    We  commend  this  subject  to  your  careful  consideration. 
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Among  other  matters  of  gi-ave  interest  which  may  be  expected  to 
claim  your  special  attention,  will  be  our  Missionary  operations,  at  home 
and  abroad,  or,  as  the}'  are  technically  termed,  Domestic  and  Foreign. 
The  fields,  which  in  each  division  are  numerous  and  extensive,  Avill  long 
continue  to  call  for  the  untiring  attention  and  support  of  the  Church. 
Domestic  missions  greatly  conduce  to  the  enlargement  of  the  work  at 
home,  and,  comparatively,  with  little  pecuniary  outlay.  Our  oldest  mis- 
sions are  those  established  for  the  benefit  of  the  Indians.  We  review, 
with  gratitude,  the  good  that  has  resulted  from  their  operations.  They 
have,  hoAvever,  in  some  instances  been  greatly  embarrassed  by  the 
changes  that  have  occurred  in  their  frequent  removals  to  various  and 
distant  localities.  For  this  reason,  at  present,  these  do  not  give  indica- 
tions of  proving  beneficial  to  the  extent  of  our  desires  or  expectations ; 
but  in  some  fields  of  labour  among  them  there  is  prosperity,  which 
authorizes  and  encourages  their  prosecution  with  unwearied  persever- 
ance. The' largest  expenditures  for  home  missions  is  among  German 
and  other  foreign  emigrants,  who,  with  a  tide  that  has  never  yet  ebbed, 
are  flowing  by  thousands  to  our  shores — who  find  on  our  wide  domain 
ample  space  for  a  home,  and  abundant  facilities  for  the  supply  of  their 
physical  wants.  Let  the  Church  see  in  these  crowds  of  immortal  souls 
the  measure  of  its  dut3\  Not  only  does  Christianity  loudly  call  to  con- 
tinued and  increased  action  in  behalf  of  their  religious  interests,  but 
patriotism  admonishes  the  thoughtful  to  lose  no  time  in  bringing  to  bear 
on  them  the  most  effectual  element  to  make  them  good  citizens,  by 
making  them  good  Christians.  Our  success  among  German  emigrants 
continues  to  be  most  cheering.  The  societies  formed  among  them,  and 
the  ministers  who  serve  them  in  gospel  labours,  are  fast  rising  into  im- 
portance, and  they  exert  a  growing  influence  for  good.  You  may  pos- 
sibly be  invoked  for  an  organization  of  the  German  work  differing  some- 
what from  its  present  position.  We  have  nothing  to  suggest  at  present 
but  the  propriety  of  avoiding  hasty  action.  The  cause  is  now  gloriously 
succeeding  among  our  German  population.  Let  us  be  careful  lest,  by  the 
introduction  of  new  measures,  we  should  receive  a  check  in  our  onward 
course  among  them.  For  ourselves  we  are  well  satisfied  that  the  true 
line  of  policy  to  be  pursued  by  our  German  emigrants  is,  to  become  de- 
nationalized as  soon  as  possible,  and  as  soon  to  take  on  Americanism, 
and  hold  fast  to  the  unity  of  Methodism. 

Of  our  Foreign  missions,  we  have  only  to  remind  you  of  their  extent 
and  importance,  to  secure  for  them  all  that  you  can  devise  or  accomplish 
for  their  enlargement  and  prosperity.  In  this  department  we  have  but 
made  a  commencement.  The  success,  and  the  indications  of  success, 
cheer  us  on.  In  Africa  the  foundation  has  been  laid  for  an  independent 
republic,  civilized  and  Christianized,  from  which  are  to  go  forth  the  influ- 
ences and  appliances  for  the  civilization  and  Christianization  of  its  be- 
nighted, degraded,  and  superstitious  millions.  We  rejoice  in  the  belief 
that  our  missionary  labours  have,  by  the  divine  blessing,  contributed,  in 
no  small  degree,  to  the  hopeful  state  of  things  now  existing  on  the 
western  shores  of  that  distant  continent.  Let  your  wisdom  and  energy, 
brethren  and  fellow-labourers,  be  brought  to  bear  on  this  great  enter- 
piise  of  Christian  philanthi'opy.     We  will  only  add,  that  it  is  becoming 
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more  and  more  apparent  that  Africa's  destiny,  as  "well  in  ecclesiastical 
affairs  as  in  civil  matters,  must  be  wrought  out  by  the  instrumentality  of 
persons  of  colour.  But  let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  active  sympathy  from 
philanthropic  and  Christian  white  men  will  long  be  required  in  behalf  of 
the  coloured  race. 

China,  with  its  hundreds  of  millions  of  immortal  souls,  is  a  mission 
field  of  immense  interest,  of  unsurveyed  vastness.  Its  difficulties  are 
manifold  and  great ;  yet,  shall  the  work  be  neglected  or  abandoned  be- 
cause  of  its  gigantic  proportions,  or  the  apparently  insm-mountable  obsta- 
cles ?  If  reliance  for  success  rested  on  human  sagacity  and  power,  it  were 
an  attempt  as  foolish  as  it  would  be  fruitless.  But  we  are  divinely  taught, 
that  "  It  is  not  by  might,  nor  by  power,  but  by  my  Spirit,  saith  the  Lord ;" 
therefore,  let  the  China  mission  be  prosecuted  with  patience  and  hope. 

In  Germany  the  harvest  has  been  nearly  simultaneous  with  the  seed- 
time. The  cause  is  onward,  and  its  success  is  full  of  cheering  inspirings. 
Let  the  faithful  brethren  who  are  there  be  sustained,  and  such  reinforce- 
ments be  sent  to  their  aid  as  may  be  practicable  and  needed. 

Our  missionary  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  is  constantly,  and  even 
rapidly  enlarging.  Everything  in  the  circumstances  of  the  Oregon  and 
California  Missionary  Conference  strongly  urges  us  to  push  on  the  moral 
enterprise,  until  the  zeal  of  Christians  for  the  salvation  of  souls  shall 
at  least  be  equal  to  that  of  men  who  abandon  all  the  comforts  of  home, 
and  brave  all  dangers  on  a  distant  shore,  in  quest  of  golden  sands.  We 
consider  the  selection  of  our  pioneer  missionaries  in  Oregon  and  Califor- 
nia as  most  fortunate  for  the  interests  of  our  cause  in  these  distant 
fields  of  labour.  We  hope  that  those  who  have  been  detailed  to  aid 
them  may  not  be  less  faithful,  or  less  useful. 

The  mission  at  Buenos  Ayres  is,  Avithout  doubt,  useful  to  the  Protes- 
tants who  sojourn  in  that  Roman  Catholic  city,  and  it  ought  not  to  be 
abandoned.  Indeed,  we  commend  to  your  consideration  the  practica- 
bility of  extending  our  missionary  operations  in  South  America.  The 
fruit  may  not  for  years  to  come  be  abundant,  but  let  us  not  be  dis- 
couraged. Let  it  be  the  work  of  faith.  In  time  there  will  be  happy 
results  from  missionary  labours  in  South  America. 

We  commend  to  your  best  efforts  the  cause  of  temperance,  connected 
with  which  are  the  interests  of  humanity,  and  the  welfare  of  Church 
and  State.     We  recommend  decisive  action  on  this  subject. 

The  cause  of  education,  second  only  to  that  of  religion  in  importance, 
will  claim,  and  doubtless  receive,  your  attention.  Liberal  education 
among  us,  is  comparatively  in  its  infancy.  Our  oldest  colleges  date  back 
less  than  the  third  of  a  century.  On  the  score  of  then-  numerical  increase 
there  is  no  cause  for  regret.  Indeed,  it  appears  to  us  the  cause  of  literary 
'dnd  scientific  education  would  have  been  better  subserved  with  fewer 
collegiate  institutions  better  endowed,  and  with  the  strongest  faculties 
that  could  be  obtained.  However,  it  is  gratifying  to  perceive  that  Meth- 
odism promises  to  do  its  full  share  of  the  work  of  educating  the  youth 
of  the  country,  especially  in  the  department  of  female  education,  in  which, 
perhaps,  we  are  second  to  no  other  Christian  denomination  in  our  coun- 
try. Let  all  such  literary  institutions  receive  the  countenance  and  co- 
operation of  the  Genei-al  Conference. 


\ 
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Our  Sunday-school  department  is  in  great  prosperity,  with  constant 
growth  in  all  the  elements  of  success  hereafter  to  a  much  greater  ex- 
tent. It  deserves,  and  will,  we  doubt  not,  receive  all  the  attention  and 
aid  you  can  bring  to  bear  on  one  of  the  most  available  instrumentalities 
of  our  organiz^ion.  The  supply  of  books  for  Sunday  schools  is  con- 
stantly and  even  rapidly  increasing,  by  most  happy  selections,  and  most 
tasteful  preparations  in  regard  to  paper,  printing,  and  binding.  A  resort 
elsewhere  for  books  for  our  Sunday  schools,  other  than  our  own  deposi- 
tory, savours  more  of  fastidiousness  than  wisdom.  In  this  connexion 
allow  us  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  the  objects  of  which  are  most  important  and 
useful.  Let  its  interests  be  prosecuted  to  the  extent  of  then-  practica- 
bUity. 

It  is  feared  that  our  Tract  cause  fails,  in  a  great  degree,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  of  its  institution.  We  submit  to  you  the  propriety  of  a 
new  organization  of  it  that  may  awaken  a  livelier  interest,  and  give  more 
activity  to  its  operations. 

We  also  commend  to  your  special  favour,  that  great  Protestant  enter- 
prise which  is  being  so  extensively  prosecuted  by  the  American  Bible 
Society,  one  of  the  noblest  charities  of  the  age,  promising  a  vast 
amount  of  good  to  the  world  at  large.  It  is  gratifying  in  a  high  degree 
to  behold  the  interest  taken  in  this  Society  by  our  ministers,  members, 
and  friends.  But  it  is  hoped  that  you  will  be  able  to  give  an  impetus 
to  its  spreading  influences  until  they  shall  have  pervaded  not  only  our 
whole  land,  but,  in  connexion  with  those  of  kindred  associations,  the 
whole  earth,  until  every  man  shall  hear  or  read  in  his  own  tongue  the 
life-giving  truths  of  divine  revelation. 

Our  publishing  department  is  one  of  great  power  and  effectiveness. 
It  has  long  been  extensively  useful  in  explaining,  defending,  and  impress- 
ing the  great  features  of  our  doctrines,  experience,  morals,  institutions, 
discipline,  and  polity,  on  the  minds  and  hearts  of  successive  generations. 
We  are  persuaded  that  only  eternity  will  disclose  the  extent  of  benefit 
which  has  accrued  from  the  publication  and  sale  of  our  books  and  peri- 
odicals. Much  of  the  religious  literature  of  this  country,  in  theology, 
experimental  and  practical  religion,  biography,  and  hymnology,  will  be 
foimd  in  connexion  with  the  publications  of  the  Methodist  Book  Con- 
cern. It  may,  however,  be  due  to  candour  to  qualify  this  commendatory 
allusion  to  our  press,  by  remarking,  that  Ave  have  seen  with  regret  at  va- 
rious periods,  in  the  columns  of  our  weekly  journals,  speculations,  con- 
troversies, and  disputations  on  various  subjects,  some  of  which  resulted 
in  unpleasant  personalities,  which,  however  gratifying  at  the  time  to  those 
directly  engaged  in  them,  were  not,  we  are  persuaded,  pleasing  or  edify- 
ing to  the  mass  of  readers.  Aware,  to  some  extent,  of  the  difficult  and 
delicate  position  of  our  brethren,  the  editors,  we  make  this  qualification 
not  to  reflect  on  them,  but  to  deplore  what  may  be  an  incidental  evil, 
which  is,  doubtless,  of  much  more  ready  perception  than  of  easy  or 
effectual  remedy.  The  Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  commenced  in  a  small  way,  and  without  capital,  save  a  few 
hundred  dollars  of  borrowed  money.  It  enlarged  in  its  progress  from 
year  to  year,  until  it  reached  its  present  commanding  eminence.     Nor 
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has  it  been  one  of  the  less  interesting  results,  that  it  has,  for  the  last 
half  centurj'-,  disbursed  annually  from  its  profits,  to  each  conference,  a 
sum  varying  from  one  hundred  to  one  thousand  dollars,  wliich  have  been 
appropriated  to  the  claimants  on  the  conference,  embracing  superan- 
nuated preachers,  their  wives  and  their  children,  or  tljeir  widows  and 
orphans,  together  with  the  effective  ministers  who  laboured  Avhere  they 
could  not  obtain  their  disciplinary  allowance.  From  various  movements, 
and  from  articles  frequently  appearing  in  om-  weekly  journals,  we  have 
cause  to  apprehend  danger  to  this  institution,  by  so  reducing  the  price 
of  books  as  only  to  cover  the  cost  of  their  production.  In  regard  to 
Sunday-school  books  and  tracts,  it  is,  doubtless,  proper  to  put  them  at 
cost-prices,  but  it  is  by  no  means  clear  that  books  of  the  general  cata- 
logue should  be  so  reduced.  It  is  indeed  desirable  that  our  books 
should  go  into  the  market  as  cheap  as  works  of  similar  style  are  sold 
in  the  regular  operations  of  the  trade ;  it  is  even  necessary  that  this 
should  be  so,  or  the}'  would  be  supplanted  by  a  cheaper  supply  ;  but  this 
object  being  gained,  why  should  not  the  profits  accruing  from  their  sales 
be  reserved  and  appropriated  as  heretofore,  or  for  extending  the  oper- 
ations of  the  concern  under  the  direction  of  the  Agents  ?  But  our  ap- 
prehensions are  mainly  from  another  quarter ;  we  mean  the  speculative 
theories  of  men  whose  profession  and  employments  taking  them  out  of 
the  range  and  knowledge  of  the  complications  of  such  a  business  oper- 
ation, in  the  very  nature  of  the  case,  cannot  be  competent  judges.  The 
Methodist  Book  Concern  has  been  long  and  gradually  approaching  its 
present  position.  It  cost  many  a  consuming  thought  and  wearing  effort 
on  the  part  of  its  Agents.  They,  and  only  they,  can  fully  appreciate 
the  dangerous  bearing  on  its  resources,  credit,  and  successful  operations, 
which  would  be  likely  to  result  from  so  radical  a  change  in  its  long-es- 
tablished policy,  as  that  of  restricting  prices  to  the  mere  cost  of  production. 
The  state  of  the  General  Superintendency  will,  as  a  matter  of  course, 
claim  and  receive  the  attention  of  the  General  Conference.  The  oversight 
has  suffered  for  the  last  two  years  by  the  failure  of  the  pliysical  health 
of  two  of  the  Superintendents.  The  health  of  the  surviving  one,  by  long 
and  increasing  pressure  of  painful  disease,  is  such  as  to  disable  him  at 
present  from  attending  to  official  duties,  and  calls  for  the  sympathy  and 
prayers  of  the  Church.  In  view  of  these  facts,  the  necessity  of  strengthen- 
ing the  Episcopacy  is  fully  apparent.  It  may  be  expected  that  we  should 
express  an  opinion  in  regard  to  the  number  necessary  to  give  the  requisite 
efficiency  to  the  Episcopacy.  After  the  best  consideration  we  have  been 
able  to  give  to  the  subject,  we  are  unanimously  of  the  opinion  that  the 
present  state  of  the  work  will  require  at  least  six  effective  Superintend- 
ents, including  those  who  may  remain  effective  of  the  present  number, 
in  order  to  the  practical  oversight  of  the  vast  and  increasing  work 
which  spreads  out  before  us.  Of  the  men  who  may  be  selected  for  this 
responsible  station  and  arduous  labour,  although  none  can  be  more 
deeply  interested  than  ourselves,  yet  all  that  we  can  venture  to  say  on 
this  point  is  this,  Let  them  be  men  who  have  given  indubitable  proof  that, 
in  addition  to  deep  piety  and  burning  zeal,  they  both  know  and  love 
Methodist  doctrine  and  Methodist  Discipline — brethren  who  will  give 
themselves  "  wholly  to  this  office."     In  concluding  this  communication. 
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it  may  be  admissible  for  us  to  express  tlie  high  degree  of  satisfaction 
that  we  have,  in  reviewing  the  past,  to  find  unbroken  unity,  and  undis- 
turbed harmony  in  the  joint  Superintendency. 

And  now,  dear  brethren  and  fellow-labourers,  suflFer  the  word  of  ex- 
hortation. Let  all  you  may  do  during  this  session  of  the  General  Con- 
ference, and  the  manner  of  doing  it,  conduce  to  the  harmony,  unity,  and 
advancement  of  the  Church.  May  divine  wisdom  guide  you,  and 
heavenly  love  govern  you,  so  that  in  all  your  doings  God  may  be 
glorified,  and  his  Church  be  edified  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord. 
Amen. 

We  are,  reverend  and  dear  brethren,  your  fellow-servants  in  Christ, 

B.  Waugh, 
T.  A.  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Janes. 

The  illness  of  our  beloved  colleague,  Bishop  Hamline,  prevented  him 
from  attending  our  late  meeting  at  which  this  communication  was  pre- 
pared ;  consequently  his  signature  does  not  appear  appended  to  it. 

Boston,  May  1,  1852. 


W— REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  MISSIONS— BISHOP  OF  LIBERIA. 

The  Committee  on  Missions,  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  the 
Liberia  Mission  Annual  Conference  to  this  General  Conference,  "  to  take 
some  measure  to  furnish  the  Church  in  the  Republic  of  Liberia  with 
Episcopal  powers,"  beg  leave  to  report : — 

lliat  the  Committee  have  patiently  and  carefully  considered  the  re- 
quest of  the  Liberia  Conference,  and  weighed  the  reasons  which  are 
assigned  in  their  petition,  and  also  other  reasons  which  were  assigned  in 
committee,  and  have  unanimously  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  peti- 
tion ought  to  be  granted.  The  committee  then  proceeded  to  inquire  in 
what  way  this,  their  conclusion,  could  be  best  carried  out,  having  due 
respect  to  the  wants  of  the  Liberia  Conference,  and  to  the  powers  of  this 
General  Conference.  In  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  only  three 
ways  were  possible. 

yirst. — Regular  annual  visitations  of  one  of  our  own  Bishops,  in  the 
same  manner  that  each  of  our  annual  conferences  is  visited.  Owing  to 
the  unhealthiness  of  the  climate,  in  reference  to  white  men,  this  plan 
was  deemed  impracticable. 

Secondly. — To  ordain  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  the  Liberia  Mission 
Conference,  whose  jurisdiction  should  be  confined  to  Africa,  or  to  the 
African  race.  Many  members  of  the  committee,  perhaps  a  large  ma- 
jority, judged  that  this  could  not  be  done  without  infracting  one  of  our 
restrictive  rules,  which  says :  "  We  shall  not  do  away  with  our  general 
itinerant  superintendency."  The  committee  was  aware  that  this  restric- 
tive rule  might  be  altered  by  the  concurrent  action  of  the  General  and 
Annual  Conferences,  as  provided  for  in  the  Discipline  ;  and  in  this  way 
authority  might  be  obtamed  to  appoint  a  Missionary  Bishop,  with  limited 
13 
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jurisdiction,  if  the  General  Conference  should  judge  that  it  was 
restrained  under  the  constitution  of  the  Church.  The  prevailing  feeUng 
in  the  committee  seemed  to  be  in  favour  of  a  missionary  bishop,  as  this 
would  still  retain  the  Church  in  Africa  in  connexion  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  ;  but  the  committee  deemed  it  scarcely  expedient  to 
introduce  into  the  General  Conference  the  discussion  of  a  measure  which 
looked  to  the  alteration  of  one  of  the  restrictive  rules,  and  it  was  judged 
very  doubtful  whether  such  a  measure  could  be  perfected. 

Thirdhj.  Under  these  circumstances,  the  committee  turned  to  the 
only  measure  which  appeared  to  be  left,  viz.,  to  wait  until  the  Liberia 
Annual  Mission  Conference  should  think  proper  to  erect  themselves  into 
an  independent  Church,  and  then  to  ordain  them  a  bishop,  to  be  desig- 
nated or  elected  by  this  General  Conference.  The  committee  accepted 
this  conclusion,  for  the  following  reasons : — 

1.  The  Liberia  Conference  is  within  the  limits  of  a  foreign  government, 
and  composed  of  a  people  of  a  race  wholly  different  from  ourselves. 
Those  circumstances  render  the  application  of  our  Episcopal  administra- 
tion scarcely  practicable. 

2.  The  petitioners  themselves,  in  the  conclusion  of  their  petition,  sug- 
gest this  mode  of  meeting  their  case,  if  a  missionary  bishop  cannot  be 
provided  for  them. 

3.  The  prosperity  of  the  Republic  of  Liberia,  compared  with  its  pros- 
perity as  a  colony  under  the  administration  of  the  American  Coloniza- 
tion Society,  affords,  by  analogy,  a  good  ground  to  conclude  that  the 
independence,  or  at  least  the  independent  action  and  administration  of 
the  Church  in  Liberia,  would  be  greatly  conducive  to  its  prosperity  and 
permanency. 

The  conclusions  which  the  committee  have  reached  are  embodied  in 
the  following  resolutions,  which  the  committee  recommend  for  adoption 
by  the  General  Conference : — 

1.  Resolved,  That  measures  be  taken  to  insure  the  due  exercise  of 
Episcopal  functions  in  the  Liberia  Annual  Mission  Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  event  the  Mission  Conference  in  Liberia 
shall  think  proper  to  organize  as  an  independent  Church,  under  the  title 
of  The  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch  in  Africa,  and  shall  accept  the  Dis- 
cipline of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  America  as  its  form  of 
disciphne  and  government,  except  in  so  far  as  said  discipline  may  be 
peculiarly  apphcable  to  circumstances  in  America,  we  will  ordain  them  a 
bishop  whom  this  General  Conference  shall  elect,  which  election  shall 
be  duly  certified  to  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference  at  its  next  annnual 
session. 

3.  Resolved,  That  upon  due  authentication  being  made  to  the  bishop 
having  charge  of  foreign  missions,  and  to  the  Corresponding  Secretary, 
by  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference,  that  said  conference  has  organized  as 
an  independent  Church,  then  proper  measures  shall  be  taken  for  the 
speedy  ordination  of  the  bishop  elect  for  Africa. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  Rev.  Francis  Bums,  at  present 
the  Superintendent  of  the  Liberia  Mission  Conference,  as  the  proper  per- 
son to  be  elected  bishop  for  Africa. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  execution  of  the  above  resolutions  be  com- 
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mitted  to  the  bishops  having  charge  of  foreign  missions,  and  to  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  for  the  time  being. 

6.  Resolved,  That  we  advise  and  authorize  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  and  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  continue  their  missionary  appropriations 
to  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  as  heretofore,  at  their  discretion,  in  view 
of  the  work  and  wants  of  said  conference. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted,  by  order  of  the  committee. 

J.  P.  DuRBiN,  Secretary. 


X.— REPORT  ON  THE   COURT  OF  APPEALS. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  of  the 
Episcopacy,  to  the  General  Conference  at  Pittsburgh,  in  1848,  on 
the  subject  of  "  Providing  for  a  Constitutional  Test  and  Conference 
of  Appeals,"  beg  leave  to  report: — 

That  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration,  and  are  fully 
of  the  opinion  that  provision  should  be  made  at  this  time  for  such 
department  in  the  general  administration  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  necessity  of  some  conservative  power  to  guard  the  consti- 
tutional acts  of  the  General  Conference,  and  preserve  the  limitations  and 
restrictive  rules  by  which  it  is  to  be  governed,  has  been  seen  and  felt  by 
a  large  portion  of  the  Church  ever  since  the  General  Conference  was 
made  a  representative  body. 

There  are  but  two  organized  departments  now  existing  in  our  Clnirch 
to  which  a  suitable  check  can  be  referred,  other  than  the  General  Con- 
ference itself;  these  are,  first,  the  bishops  collectively,  as  the  joint 
superintendents,  or  to  the  several  annual  conferences  respectively.  We 
could  not  consent  to  give  the  contemplated  power  to  the  Episcopacy, 
and  thereby  form  a  bench  of  bishops,  with  supreme  judicial  power ;  nor 
can  we  believe  that  our  bishops  would  wiUingly  have  their  already 
weighty  responsibilities  so  increased.  But  we  do  believe,  that,  as  the 
joint  superintendents  of  the  Church,  they  stand  properly  connected 
with,  and  in  some  way  should  be  associated  with  this  department  of  our 
ecclesiastical  jurisprudence.  The  second  is,  to  refer  the  right  to  the 
several  annual  conferences,  to  pronounce  on  the  constitutionality  of  the 
acts  and  doings  of  the  General  Conference,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  yoiu* 
committee,  would  produce  confusion,  and  cause  divisions  and  sectional 
diflferences  ;  and  which,  instead  of  settling  the  difficulty  and  harmonizing 
the  interests  of  the  Church,  would,  in  the  final  resixlt,  dissolve  its  union. 
Bishop  Asbury,  in  his  posthumous  address,  which  was  read  in  the 
General  Conference  a  few  weeks  after  his  death,  (1816,)  recommended  a 
Committee  of  Safety,  to  guard  the  restiictive  rules,  which  was  construed 
by  some  as  forming  an  upper  house,  to  which  there  were  strong  objec- 
tions, and  the  matter  was  dismissed,  lea\nng  the  General  Conference  to 
judge  of  its  own  constitutional  powers.  The  committee  are  of  opinion 
that  a  constitutional  test  can  only  exist  in  coordinate  branches  of  govern- 
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ment,  or  by  judicial  proceedings,  and  therefore  we  would  refer  it  to  the 
Conference  of  Appeals  on  actions  of  complaint. 

The  attention  of  your  committee  was  first  called  to  provide,  Who  shall 
compose  the  Conference  of  Appeals  ?  We  are  aware  that  different 
views  are  entertained  on  this  subject.  Some  have  thought  that  there 
should  be  one  from  each  annual  conference,  and  chosen  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  delegates  to  the  General  Conference.  But  against  this 
there  are  weighty  objections.  First,  the  number  would  be  too  great 
for  the  convenient  and  patient  investigation  of  judicial  proceedings,  and 
too  expensive,  both  to  themselves  and  to  the  Church.  Second,  it  would 
in  a  great  measure  defeat  the  intended  object  of  forming  a  proper  judi- 
ciary to  hear  and  try  appeals,  as  it  would  more  properly  constitute  an 
upper  house,  or  Senate,  being  more  numerous  than  most  of  our  State 
Senates,  and  nearly  equal  to  the  Senate  of  the  United  States.  Third, 
their  appointment  would  be  identified  with  the  election  of  delegates  to 
the  General  Conference. 

It  is  the  deliberate  opinion  of  the  committee,  that  the  number  should 
be  so  restricted  as  never  to  exceed  double  the  number  of  our  general 
superintendents,  to  act  in  connexion  with  them.  We  therefore  recom- 
mend that  the  Conference  of  Appeals  be  composed  of  the  bishops  and 
twelve  elders,  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Conference  within  the  first 
week  of  its  session.  And  we  further  recommend  that  the  whole  num- 
ber of  annual  conferences  be  apportioned  into  districts,  as  nearly  equal 
as  practicable  by  conference  bounds ;  and  the  elders  so  appointed  should 
be  taken  in  equal  number  from  the  respective  districts,  by  nomination 
of  the  delegate  of  the  several  districts  and  appointment  of  the  General 
Conference.  The  next  subject  that  has  occupied  our  attention  is, 
What  powers  shall  the  conference,  thus  formed,  possess?  And 
here,  also,  we  find  a  difference  of  opinion.  We,  however,  recom- 
mend that  its  powers  should  be  strictly  appellate,  and  not  possess 
original  jurisdiction.  This  would  give  to  this  conference  its  marked  and 
distinguishing  character  of  Conference  of  Appeals. 

We,  therefore,  submit  to  the  General  Conference,  for  their  considera- 
tion and  adoption,  the  following  bill,  in  form,  to  take  place  in  the  Disci- 
phne  as  section  iii,  chapter  iii,  part  i. — (See  page  V6,  Journal.) 
Very  respectfully, 

Laban  Clark,  Chairman, 
Boston,  May  26,  1852. 


T.— RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENSES  OF  DELEGATES. 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  ask  leave  to  make  their 
final  report,  and  to  be  relieved  from  any  further  attention  to  the  subject. 
The  whole  amount  of  expenses  is  6Y,533  65  ;  receipts,  $5,275  50  ; 
leaving  a  net  deficit  of  $2,258  15.  To  meet  this  great  and  imexpected 
deficiency,  a  draft  was  ordered  upon  the  Book  Concern  for  $2,200 ; 
also  sums  to  the  amount  of  $67  15   have  been  received  from  places 
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unknown,  lea\'ing  a  surplus  in  the  hands  of  the  committee  of  $11.  By- 
authority  of  the"  General  Conference,  this  surplus  was  given  to  the  as- 
sistant secretary,  in  payment  of  his  travelling  expenses.  The  above 
aggregates  are  reached  by  the  following  particulars,  viz.  : — 

Expenses.  Receipts.  Deficiency.  Suri'lus. 

Baltimore $470  43  $214  69  $255  74 

Philadelphia 198  00  465  78           

Providence 18  30  64  14           

New-.Icrsey 116  75  324  01           

New-England 17  00  8151           

New-York 7156  239  86           

New-Harapshire 25  07  55  60           

Troy 132  36  194  76           

Vermont 28  28  38  38           

Black  Pdver 162  13  138  02  24  11           

Pittsburgh 415  39  266  94  149  45           

Oneida  242  87  192  84  50  03           

Maine 34  80  66  97           32  17 

Erie 371  35  253  24  118  11           

Rock  River 397  50  247  16  150  34           

North  Ohio 490  52  204  34  286  18           

Genesee 145  00  121   80  23  20           

Ohio 879  48  653  03  326  45           

Northlndiana 686  93  287  84  299  09           

Michigan 30100  105  40  195  60           

niinois 518  60  292  28  226  32           

Iowa 372  40  56  35  317  05           

Indiana 676  70  304  90  27180           

New-York,  East 92  27  223  20           .-. 130  98 

Western  Virginia 138  82  74  06  64  76           

East  Maine  37  40  46  22           8  82 

Wisconsin 268  92  66  70  202  22           

East  Genesee 178  48  43  22  135  26           

Missouri 245  34  54  26  19108           


$7,533  65     $5,275  50     $3,286  79     $1,028  44 
5,275  50        1,028  64  


$2,258  15        $2,258  15 

Dft.  on  Book  Concern  $2,200  00 

Places  unknown 67  15    2,267  16 


Surplus  paid  B.  GrifFen $11  00 

Since  the  above  was  made  out,  the  Rev.  N.  Fellows,  of  the  East 
Genesee  Conference,  has  paid  to  the  committee  (after  deducting  his 
travelling  expenses)  a  balance  of  $5,  which  they  have  handed  over  to 
the  Book  Agents. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  B.  TipPETT,  Chairman. 
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Z.— REPORT  ON  LIBERTY  OF  CONSCIENCE. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  promoting  the 
same  liberty  of  conscience  for  Protestants  in  Roman  Catholic  countries, 
that  Roman  Catholics  enjoy  under  the  government  of  the  United  States, 
present  the  foUowmg  as  their  report : — 

It  is  freely  admitted  by  every  American  citizen,  that  liberty  of  con- 
science, or  the  free  exercise  of  religion,  is  an  inalienable  right  of  every 
man  under  any  government.  We  cannot  suppose  any  case  in  which  the 
right  of  private  worship  by  individuals  can  be  restrained,  much  less  hin- 
dered, in  any  respect.  And  surely  there  can  be  few  cases,  if  any,  in 
which  the  pubUc  exercise  of  religion  ought  to  be  restrained  or  sup- 
pressed. 

'  At  present,  there  is  a  general  mtercourse  between  all  civilized  nations : 
trade,  commerce,  the  arts,  sciences,  &c.,  have  now  mingled  to  a  great 
extent;  the  nations  of  the  earth,  the  citizens  of  one  country,  either  as 
temporary  visiters,  or  as  permanent  inhabitants,  take  up  their  abodes  in 
other  countries ;  and  as  this  seems  to  be  freely  allowed,  it  is  reasonable 
and  just  that  the  new  citizens,  or  even  \'isiters,  should  enjoy  the  privilege 
of  worshipping  God,  whether  in  public  or  private,  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  their  conscience. 

Indeed,  the  law  of  nations,  as  laid  down  by  Kent  and  Blackstone, 
seems  to  require  this  much.  Tliese  able  jmists  maintain  that  the  prin- 
ciples, or  standard,  which  should  govern  nations  are  right  reason,  the 
principles  of  good  raoi-als,  and  Holy  Scripture ;  and  all  principles  contrary 
to  reason,  good  morals,  and  Scripture,  are  as  dangerous  to  the  government 
of  nations  towards  each  other  as  they  are  to  individuals;  and  the  duties 
which  nations  owe  to  each  other  are  benevolence,  justice,  humanity,  lib- 
erality, impartiality,  good  faith. 

As  the  rights  of  conscience  are  sacred,  according  to  the  principles  of 
morality  and  religion,  it  is,  in  our  opinion,  the  duty  of  the  government  of 
the  United  States  to  employ  its  influence  to  secure  for  Protestants  the 
same  religious  privileges  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  which  Roman 
Catholics  enjoy  in  the  United  States.  We  do  not  ask  the  government  to 
use  any  means  which  would  involve  war,  bloodshed,  injustice,  or  any  un- 
christian principle  or  measure.  We  ask  only  that  the  government,  in 
all  its  departments,  should  employ  its  influence  to  secure  the  rights  of 
conscience  to  every  American  citizen  wherever  he  may  sojourn  or  reside, 
as  well  as  to  promote  in  all  lands  the  rights  of  conscience  to  every  hu- 
man being. 

The  diff'erent  Protestant  Churches,  whether  in  their  Church  capacity 
or  as  individuals,  are  surely  entitled  to  protection  in  this  matter.  They 
can  with  propriety  ask  the  government  of  the  United  States  to  use  its 
influence  on  the  side  of  liberty ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  they  will  turn  their 
attention  to  this  subject,  and  consider  what  duties  and  responsibilities 
they  incur  in  reference  to  it. 

As  citizens  of  the  United  States,  Protestants  possess  tlie  greater  part  of 
the  controlling  influence  of  the  government,  as  voters  and  office-holders, 
as  well  as  the  principal  share  of  the  intelligence,  moral  power,  social  ed- 
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ucation,  and  business  of  the  country.  These  are  facts  well  known.  How 
proper,  then,  is  it  for  them  to  speak  and  act  in  behalf  of  liberty  of  con- 
science throughout  the  world ;  as  it  is  the  want  of  this  which  prevents  a 
large  portion  of  the  human  race  from  enjoying  the  same  elevation  which 
we,  by  the  providence  of  God,  enjoy.  Yet,  when  Protestants  reside  in 
Roman  Catholic  countries,  Avhether  as  permanent  inhabitants  or  tempo- 
rary visiters,  they  are  deprived  altogether  of  the  right  of  both  public  and 
private  worship  in  most  cases  ;  and  where  there  is  tolerance  there  are 
vexatious  restraints  interposed,  Avhich  show  that  the  right  of  worship  is 
denied  them  even  where  some  toleration  exists. 

Nor  do  Protestants  ask  too  much  Avhen  they  ask  the  Roman  Catholics 
of  the  United  States  to  unite  with  them  in  securing  liberty  of  conscience 
in  Italy  and  in  other  Roman  Catholic  countries ;  and  that  they  should,  if 
necessaiy,  petition,  remonstrate  and  protest,  in  order  to  secure  it.  In 
many  respects,  Protestants  and  Roman  Catholics  have  lived  unfamiliarly 
with  each  other.  At  this  time  it  need  not  be  asked  who  is  more  in  fault, 
the  Protestant  or  Roman  Catholic.  Our  present  object  is,  to  ask  our 
Roman  Catholic  neighbours  and  fellow-citizens  to  accord  to  Protestants 
the  same  religious  privileges  in  Roman  Catholic  countries  which  Protes- 
tant citizens  of  the  United  States  have  guaranteed  to  Roman  Catholics,  and 
have  pledged,  and  do  now  pledge,  their  lives,  fortunes,  and  sacred  hon- 
our to  continue  this  to  Roman  Catholics,  as  well  as  to  others.  Protes- 
tants were  the  founders  of  this  government,  under  God,  and  hberly  of 
conscience  is  one  of  its  most  glorious  and  fundamental  principles.  N"ow 
we  would  ask  our  Roman  Catholic  fellow-citizens  a  few  questions,  trust- 
ing that  they  will  consider  them  in  a  spirit  of  reciprocal  good-will. 

We  ask  them  to  adopt  or  recognize  the  principles  of  liberty  of  con- 
science, of  equal  rights,  and  of  benevolence  towards  all. 

"We  ask  them  to  take  the  side  of  equal  religious  rights  in  Roman  Cath- 
olic countries,  as  well  as  in  Protestant  Britain  and  America.  Let  them 
have  one  rule  for  both  Roman  Catholic  and  Protestant  countries — one  rule 
for  Italy  and  England — one  rule  for  Scotland  and  Spain — one  for  Portu- 
gal and  Ireland — one  for  the  United  States  and  all  the  governments  on 
the  American  continent.  Let  our  Roman  Catholic  neighbours  shake 
hands  with  their  Protestant  neighbours  on  this  principle,  and  this  will 
go  far  towards  making  them  more  friendly  than  they  ever  have  been. 

We  ask  our  Roman  Catholic  friends  to  consider  the  equal  rights  they 
enjoy  here,  under  the  influence  of  Protestantism.  Here  they  exercise 
all  tliat  appertain  to  their  religion — not  merely  by  tolei-ance,  but  by  right. 
Does  not  this  call  for  a  noble,  generous,  and  fraternal  response  ? 

We  affectionately  inquire  of  our  Roman  Catholic  friends.  How  can  you 
receive  these  great  blessings  from  the  hands  of  Protestants,  and  then  ap- 
prove of  treating  them  as  they  are  treated  in  Italy  and  other  Roman 
Catholic  countries  ? 

If  Protestants  are  restrained  from  social  and  public  worship  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  why  should  not  Roman  Catholics  be  restrained  in 
Protestant  countries  ?  and  this  question  will  constantly  be  put  to  Roman 
Catholics,  not  only  in  the  United  States,  but  in  every  Roman  Catholic 
country.  It  must  also  be  answered,  not  evaded  ;  and  if  Roman  Catholics 
will  not  answer  it,  others  will  answer  it,  but  to  their  disadvantage. 
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Well  may  we  call  upon  Roman  Catholics  to  cooperate  with  Protes- 
tants in  the  United  States  in  order  to  secure  liberty  of  conscience,  first  in 
Italy,  and  then  throughout  all  Roman  Catholic  countries.  We  ask  them 
to  2Jetitio7i  the  Pope  for  liberty  of  conscience  for  Protestants  in  Rome, 
and  then  remonstrate  by  renewed  petitions  and  arguments,  if  it  be  de- 
manded ;  and  should  remonstrance  fail,  to  carry  it  forward  in  jjrotest  to 
the  utmost  limits  of  this  right,  and  the  Roman  Catholic  archbishops, 
bishops,  and  clergy  of  the  United  States  would  do  well  to  take  the  lead 
in  petition,  remonstrance,  and  protest.  They  do  so  in  other  matters,  and 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States  will  look  for  them  to  do  this.  A  re- 
fusal to  do  it  must  be  interpreted  as  saying  that  they  are  willing  to  re- 
ceive equal  rights,  but  not  to  grant  them  to  others. 

We  may  reasonably  expect,  too,  that  the  Cliristians  of  Great  Britain 
would  unite  with  the  Christians  of  the  United  States,  and  petition  their 
government  to  use  its  great  influence  with  the  court  of  Rome,  and  other 
Roman  Catholic  courts,  in  favour  of  religious  freedom.  The  Church  of 
England  would  surely  not  refuse  to  act  in  this  noble  cause,  and  the 
Methodists,  Presbyterians,  Baptists,  and  other  dissenters,  would  un- 
doubtedly do  their  full  shares  in  this  divine  work.  The  Roman  Cath- 
olics of  England,  Ireland,  and  Scotland  could  not,  with  any  show  of  rea- 
son, refuse.  The  Christian  world  will  confidently  expect  that  the  Roman 
Catholic  prelates  and  clergy  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland  will  go  before 
their  flocks  and  petition  His  Holiness  to  grant  religious  freedom  to  Prot- 
estants in  his  temporal  dominions,  and  also  use  his  influence  and  author- 
ity with  all  Roman  Catholic  princes  and  powers  to  do  the  same.  This 
much  is  the  least  that  we  may  reasonably  expect  to  be  done  by  British 
Roman  Catholics,  on  the  score  of  sheer  justice  and  reciprocity. 

In  order,  however,  that  this  great  object  of  rehgious  freedom  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries  should  be  enjoyed,  it  seems  necessary  that  certain 
competent  persons  should  be  selected  to  present  and  keep  this  subject 
before  the  pubUc.  Perhaps  a  Committee  of  Privileges  might  be  ap- 
pointed, consisting  of  clergymen  and  laymen,  who  would  take  tlie  pains 
to  present  the  subject  to  the  American  government,  plead  its  cause  be- 
fore the  public,  cooperate  with  similar  committees  or  associations,  and 
adopt  such  measures,  and  carry  them  out,  as  v/ould  best  secure,  or  tend 
to  secure,  the  great  object  in  view. 

It  is  proper  here  to  remark,  that  no  political  object  is  m  view  in  this 
whole  plan,  except  that  good  must  result  to  any  government  that  will 
acknowledge  the  free  use  of  religious  worship.  We  have  no  intention 
to  change,  or  interfere  with,  the  governments  of  the  countries  in  which 
the  riglit  of  free  worship  is  asked,  whether  they  be  monarchies,  repub- 
lics, or  democracies.  With  the  mere  political  aff"airs  of  Roman  Catho- 
lics Ave  wish  not  to  interfere ;  nay,  we  refuse  positively  to  interfere,  leav- 
ing this  entirely  with  those  to  whom  it  belongs,  according  to  the  laws  of 
each  country  respectively. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  promoting  the  free  exercise  of  religious  worship 
in  Italy  and  all  Roman  Catholic  countries,  the  following  resolutions  are 
presented  for  the  adoption  of  this  conference  : — 

Resolved,  That  the  free  exercise  of  religion  is  an  inalienable  right  of 
every  man,  under  whatever  government  he  may  reside. 
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Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  British  and  American  Chiistians  to 
use  their  best  lawful  endeavours  with  their  respective  governments  that 
they  would  employ  their  diplomatic  influence  to  obtain  from  Roman 
Catholic  governments,  without  war,  bloodshed,  or  any  unjust  or  im- 
christian  means,  the  same  religious  privileges  for  Protestants  in  Roman 
Catholic  countries,  that  Roman  Cathohcs  enjoy  in  Britain  and  the  United 
States. 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Roman  Catholic  clergy  of  Great 
Britain  and  the  United  States  to  unite  in  the  foregoing  petition  with  Prot- 
estants, and  also  to  petition  the  Pope,  as  a  temporal  prince,  and  all  other 
Roman  Catholic  powers,  to  grant  to  Protestants  the  same  religious  priv- 
ileges in  their  several  countries,  th.at  Roman  Catholics  enjoy  under  the 
British  and  United  States  governments. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee,  consisting  of laymen  and clergy- 
men of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  shall  be  appointed,  to  Avhom 
it  shall  be  intrusted  to  take  such  proper  measures  as  may  best  answer  the 
end,  either  by  themselves,  or  associated  with  similar  committees  or  associ- 
ations which  may  be  appointed  by  other  bodies. 

Resolved,  That  copies  of  this  report  be  transmitted  to  the  presidents, 
moderatoi's,  or  clerks  of  the  several  Christian  Chmxhes,  Avhether  Ro- 
man Catholic  or  Protestant,  in  the  United  States,  England,  Ireland,  and 
Scotland,  and  on  the  continent  of  Europe,  as  far  as  practicable. 

Charles  Elliott, 

J.   P.   DURBIN, 

W.  T.  Harlow. 
Boston,  Mass.,  May  20, 1852. 


AA.— REPORT  OF  THE  COMMITTEE  ON  THE  MEMORIAL  FROM 
WASHINGTON  CITY. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  sundry  breth- 
ren (lay  and  ministerial)  from  the  City  of  Washington,  touching  the 
erection  of  a  house  of  worship  in  some  central  location  in  the  metropohs 
of  the  nation,  beg  leave  to  report : — 

That  this  subject,  as  set  forth  in  the  memorial,  is  one  of  no  ordinary 
importance  to  the  interests  of  American  Methodism.  The  enterprise  in 
which  our  brethren,  the  memorialists,  have  embarked  Avith  such  com- 
mendable liberality  and  zeal,  is  entitled  to  the  gravest  consideration  ;  and 
the  aid  and  encouragement  which  they  respectfully  solicit  at  our  hands, 
should  be  accordingly  bestowed.  That  a  great  denominational  Avant,  as 
specified  in  the  memorial,  does  exist,  is  not  only  evident  from  the  rea- 
soning of  the  memorialists,  but  also  from  other  and  various  sources  of 
information  on  the  subject.  That  our  membership  and  friends  from  all 
portions  of  our  Union,  who  visit  the  seat  of  our  national  government,  have 
for  many  years  been  subjected  to  painful  inconveniences  in  attending 
upon  our  ordinances  and  ministry,  is  a  deplorable  fact — one  wliich  has 
often  excited  surprise  and  called  forth  expressions  of  regret  from  many 
of  our  most  distinguished  ministers,  both  in  talent,  influence,  and  ofiices, 
from  every  section  of  our  country.     Every  one  who  feels  a  just  and  jeal- 
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ous  concern  for  the  respectability  and  success  of  our  fondly-cherisbed 
Methodism,  must  see  and  regret  the  same  deficiency,  and  desire  to  sup- 
ply it  by  every  justifiable  means  at  his  disposal. 

The  resident  members  and  friends  of  our  Church  in  said  city  are  am- 
ply supplied  Avith  every  facility  for  the  Avorship  of  God,  but  are  by  no 
means  able  to  meet  fully  this  public  exigency.  They  are,  indeed,  less 
directly  and  personally  interested  in  the  success  of  this  undertaking 
than  those  of  our  communion  who  live  elsewhere,  whose  friends  and 
families,  when  visiting  Washington,  are  almost  entirely  deprived  of  the 
means  of  grace  peculiar  to  our  economy.  They  have,  nevertheless,  in 
addition  to  the  obligations  devolving  upon  them  for  the  support  of  the 
stations  to  which  they  are  attached,  voluntarily  assumed  a  debt  of  eight 
thousand  dollars  in  the  purchase  of  a  lot,  proverbial  for  its  eligibility,  as 
a  site  for  a  large,  commodious,  and  central  church. 

If,  therefore,  a  similar  devotion  to  the  general  interests  of  Methodism 
should  be  exhibited  by  our  friends  in  every  part  of  our  wide-spread 
work,  this  enterprise  would  soon  be  crowned  with  success  and  thus  our 
common  Zion  be  creditably  and  appropriately  represented  in  the  very 
heart  of  our  metropolis. 

In  view,  therefore,  of  the  urgency  of  this  demand  upon  our  attention 
and  aid,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

Resolved,  1st,  That  we  cordially  approve  of  the  erection  of  a  new 
house  of  worship  for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  city  of 
Washington,  as  contemplated  by  our  brethren  in  their  memorial. 

Resolved,  2d,  That,  regarding  the  success  of  this  enterprise  as  of  high 
importance  to  the  interests  of  Methodism  throughout  the  country,  we 
will  give  it  our  individual  influence  in  our  respective  annual  conferences, 
and  by  all  appropriate  means  aid  hi  its  promotion. 

John  Bear, 

E.  E.  Griswold, 

E.  Thomson. 
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New-Hampshire. — Richard  S.  Rust,  Warren  F.  Evans,  Newel  Culver, 
Charles  N.  Smith,  James  Thurston. 
Reserves. — Lewis  Howard,  Silas  Green. 

New-York. — Davis  W.  Clark,  Phineas  Rice,  Abiathar  M.  Osbon, 
Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Morris  D'C.  Crawford,  Benjamin  Griffen,  John  B. 
Beach,  Lucius  H.  King,  Jarvis  Z.  Nichols. 

Reserves. — Joseph  Holdich,  Davis  Stocking,  William  H.  Ferris. 

Troy. — William  GriflSn,  David  P.  Hulburd,  Stephen  D.  Brown,  Henry 
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Stephen  Parks,  Sandford  Washburn. 
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Vermont. — Asa  G.  Button,  William  J.  Kidder,  P.  P.  Ray,  Alonzo 
Webster. 

Reserves. — Joseph  E.  King,  A.  T.  Bullard. 

Black  River. — Arza  J.  Phelps,  Hiram  Mattison,  Isaac  S.  Bingham, 
Gardner  Baker,  James  Erwin,  Freeman  H.  Stanton,  Peter  D.  Gorrie. 

Reserves. — B.  Holmes,  H.  Chapin. 
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Western  Virginia. — Gideon   Martin,  James   Dnimmond,    Gordon 
Battelle. 

Reserves. — William  Lynch,  William  Hunter. 

East  Maine.— Loren   L.  Knox,    Caleb  D,  Pillsbury,    George  Pratt, 
Luther  P.  French.  ^ 

Pittsburgh.— Isaac  N.  Baird,  William  Cox,  James  Henderson,  John 
Moftatt,  William  F.  Lauck,  Ptobert  Boyd,  Samuel  Wakefield. 
Reserves. — James  G.  Sansom,  Thomas  M.  Hudson. 

Wyoming.— George  Peck,  G.  P.  Porter,  William  H.  Peame,  Horatio 
R.  Clark, 

Reserves. — D.  A.  Shepard,  A.  Barker. 

Erie.— Calvin  Kingsley,  Samuel  Gregg,  Josiah  Flower,  Hiram  Kinsley, 
Moses  Hill,  William  F.  Wilson,  Gaylord  B.  Hawkins. 
Reserves. — E.  J.  Kinney,  E.  J.  L.  Baker. 
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Charles  Starr,  Elias  Bowen,  Asa  J.  Dana,  Isaac  Parks. 
Reserves.— Dsimd  A.  Whedon,  Silas  Comfort, 

East  Genesee.— William    Hosmer,    Calvin  S.  Coats,   Freeborn   G 
Hibbard,  Jonathan  Watts,  John  Dennis,  Jonas  Dodge,  Daniel  D.  Buck. 
Reserves.— WWWsim  H.  Goodwin,  Sevellen  W.  Alden. 

Oregon.— WiUiam  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Pearne. 

Northwestern  Indiana.— Jacob  M.  StaUard,  George  M.  Boyd  James 
L.  Thompson,  William  Graham.  ^   ' 
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-Reserves.— George  Bradley,  Erastus  0.  Haven. 

Ohio.— Zechariah  Connell,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Solomon  Howard,  James 
M.  Jamison,  Jacob  Young,  Uriah  Heath. 

Reserves. — Andrew  Carrol,  Frederic  Merrick. 

LmiANA.— Benjamin  F.  Crary,  William  C.  Smith,  James  Hill,  Henry 
S.  Talbot. 

Reserves.— ChsAQ?,  B.  Davidson,  William  M.  Daily. 
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North  Indiana.— Samuel  C.  Cooper,  Orange  V.  Lemon,  George  W. 
Bowers,  Horatio  N.  Barnes. 

Reserves. — Joseph  H.  Hull,  J.  Colclazer. 

Wisconsin. — Philo  S.  Bennett,  Isaac  M.  Leihy,  Edward  Cooke, 
Chauncey  Hobart,  Elmore  Yocum. 

Reserves. — Henry  Requa,  Alfred  Brunson. 

Rock  River. — George  L.  Mulfinger,  Luke  Hitchcock,  John  Luccock, 
Hooper  Crews,  S.  P.  Keyes,  Henry  Summers,  Richard  Haney,  John 
Morey. 

Reserves. — John  Dempster,  Philo  Judson. 

North  Ohio. — William  L.  Harris,  Edward  Thomson,  John  H. 
Power,  James  Wheeler,  William  B.  Disbro,  Adam  Poe,  Henry  E. 
Pilcher,  George  W.  Breckenridge. 

Reserves. — Leonard  B.  Gurley,  Hiram  M.  Shaffer. 

Cincinnati. — William  Young,  James  B.  Finjey,  William  Nast,  John 
W.  Fowble,  George  W.  Walker,  Arza  Brown,  Cyrus  Brooks,  Asbury 
Lowrey,  Mighil  Dustin. 

Reserves. — John  T.  Mitchell,  Charles  Elliott,  William  Ahrens. 

Iowa. — Joseph  Brooks,  Henry  W.  Reed,  Jacob  G.  Dimmitt,  Lucien 
W.  Berry,  David  Worthington. 

Reserves. — William  Simpson,  M.  H.  Hare. 

Southeastern  Indiana. — Fernando  C.  Holliday,   Enoch  G.  Wood, 
John  A.  Brouse,  John  Kisling,  Calvin  W.  Ruter. 
Reserves.— W.  Terrell,  J.  W.  Sullivan,  J.  Barth. 

Southern  Illinois. — John  Van  Cleve,  James  Leaton,  James  B. 
Corrington. 

Reserves. — Norman  AUyn,  W.  Cliffe. 

Illinois. — Peter  Cartwright,  George  Rutledge,  Peter  Kuhl,  William 
D.  R.  Trotter,  Hardin  Wallace,  Hiram  Buck. 

Reserves. — J.  F.  Jaquess,  W.  H.  H.  More. 

Kentucky. — Stephen  F.  Conrey,  Ajax  H.  Triplett. 
Reserve. — Wilham  H.  Black. 

Missouri. — Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  John  M.  Chivington. 
Reserves. — ^B.  F.  Northcutt,  N.  Shumate. 

Arkansas. — Anthony  Bewley,  Mark  Robertson. 
Reserves. — J.  Harrar,  S.  H.  Carlisle, 
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Baltimore. — John  A.  Collins,  Henry  Slicer,  Samuel  V.  Blake, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan,  John  S.  Martin,  Nerval  Wilson,  Alfred  Griffith, 
Thomas  B.  Sargent,  Aquila  A.  Reese,  John  Lanahan,  William  Hamil- 
ton, John  Poisal,  Maberry  Goheen,  William  Hirst,  Benjamin  N.  Brown. 

Reserves. — T.  W.  H.  Monroe,  George  Hildt,  Isaac  Collins. 

Philadelphia. — John  P.  Durbin,  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William 
Cooper,  James  Cunningham,  Pennell  Coombe,  William  M'Coombs, 
Francis  Hodgfeon,  George  R.  Crooks,  Thomas  J.  Quigley. 

Reserves. — J.  A  Roche,  J.  T.  Hazzard. 

New-England. — ^Minor  Raymond,  William  Rice,  James  Porter, 
Lorenzo  R.  Thayer,  Loranus  Crowell,  Thomas  Marcy,  Daniel  K.  Ban- 
nister. 

Reserves.—^.  D.  Bridge,  J.  H.  Twombly,  W.  H.  Hatch,  M.  Dwight. 

Providence. — Abel  Stevens,  Samuel  W.  Coggeshall,  Daniel  Wise, 
Pardon  T.  Kenny,  Elisha  B.  Bradford,  George  M.  Carpenter. 

Reserves. — ^William  Livesey,  D,  Patten,  J.  D.  Butler. 

New-Jersey. — George  F.  Brown,  John  M'Clintock,  Samuel  Y.  Monroe, 
JeflFerson  Lewis,  John  S.  Porter,  Isaac  N.  Felch,  John  S.  Swaim,  John  L. 
Lenhart,  William  A.  Wilmer. 

Reserves. — James  M.  Tuttle,  Samuel  Vansant. 
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THUKSDAY  MOENING,  MAY  1. 

The  Twelfth  Delegated  General  Conference  of  the     Mayi,i86& 
Methodist   Episcopal  Church  assembled  at  the   State 
House  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis,  Indiana,  on  the  first  day 
of  May,  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six. 

Present — Bishops     Waugh,    Morris,    Janes,     Scorr, 
Simpson,  Baker,  and  Ames. 

At  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  Bishop  Waugh  called  the  Con-  opening  of  the 
ference  to  order,  and  conducted  the  opening  religious  ser-  ^^^^'^ 
vices,  consisting  of  reading  the  46th,  47th,  and  48th  Psalms, 
singing  the  218th  hymn,  and  prayer.  Bishop  Morris  con- 
tinued the  services  by  reading  the  fourth  chapter  of  1  Tim- 
othy, and  the  219th  hymn.  After  singing,  James  Por- 
ter, of  New-England,  and  Jacob  Young,  of  Ohio,  again  led 
the  devotions  of  the  Conference  in  prayer. 

On  motion,  Joseph  M.  Trimble  was    elected  Secretary  secretaries  ap- 
pro  tern.,  and  Benjamin  Griffen,  Assistant  Secretary  pro  tern,    tempore.  ^'^ 

The  Conferences  were  then  called  in  order,  and  certificates  ^^^^_  ^^"'^ 
of  election  were  presented  by  the  following  delegates :  ^e^eited^  ^'*' 

NEW-HAMPSHIRE.  New  Hampshire 

Ddl6g6lt6S. 

Richard  S.  Rust,  Newel  Culver, 

Warren  F.  Evans,  Charles  N.  Smith, 

James  Thurston. 

NEW-YORK.  New-York  Del- 

Davis  W.  Clark,  Morris  D'C.  Crawford, 

Phiueas  Rice,  Benjamin  Grifien, 

Abiathar  M.  Osbon,  John  B.  Beach, 

Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Lucius  H.  King, 

Jarvis  Z.  Nichols. 
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Troy  Delegates. 


New-York  East 
Delegates. 


California  Dele- 


Maine       Dele- 
gates. 


Yermont  Dele- 
gates. 


Black    Eiver 


Western  Virgin- 
ia Delegates. 


East  Maine  Del- 


William  Griffin,  Andrew  Witherspoon, 

David  P.  Hulburd,  Zebulon  Phillips, 

Stephen  D.  Brown,  Barnes  M.  Hall, 

Henry  L.  Starks,  Stephen  Parks, 

Sandford  Washburn. 

NEW-YORK    EAST. 

Edwin  E.  Griswold,,  Heman  Bangs, 


John  M.  Reid, 
John  B.  Merwin, 
William  C.  Hoyt. 


CALIFORNIA. 


Samuel  D.  Simonds. 


James  Floy, 
James  H.  Perry, 
John  Kennaday, 

John  D.  Blain, 

MAINE. 

Stephen  Allen,  Aaron  Sanderson, 

Daniel  B.  Randall,  William  F.  Farrington. 

VERMONT. 

Asa  G.  Button,  Alonzo  Webster, 

Wilham  J.  Eddder,  Joseph  E.  King. 

BLACK  RIVER. 

Arza  J.  Phelps,  Gardner  Baker, 

Hiram  Mattison,  James  Erwin, 

Isaac  S.  Bingham,  Freeman  H.  Stanton. 

WESTERN   VIRGINIA. 

Gideon  Martin,  James  Drummond, 

Gordon  Battelle. 

EAST   MAINE. 


Loren  L.  Knox, 
Caleb  D.  PiUsbury, 


George  Pratt, 
Luther  P.  French. 


PIttsbnrgh  Del- 


PITTSBURGH. 


Isaac  N.  Baird,  John  Moflfatt, 

William  Cox,  William  F.  Lauck, 

James  Henderson,  Robert  Boyd, 

Samuel  Wakefield. 


Wyoming  Dele- 
gates. 


Pe<i,  William  H.  Peam«, 

Horatio  R.  Clark. 
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Calvin  Kingsley,  Hiram  Kinsley, 

Samuel  Gregg,  Moses  Hill, 

Josiah  Flower,  William  F.  Wilson, 

Gay  lord  B.  Hawkins. 

ONEIDA. 

Charles  Blakeslee,  Charles  Starr, 

Daniel  W,  Bristol,  Elias  Bowen, 

William  Reddy,  Asa  J.  Dana, 

Isaac  Parks. 


May  1, 1856. 
Erie  Delegates. 


Oneida      Dele- 
gates. 


EAST    GENESEE. 

William  Hosmer,  Jonathan  Watts, 

Calvin  S.  Coats,  John  Dennis, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard,  Jonas  Dodge, 

Daniel  D.  Buck. 

OREGON. 

William  Roberts,  Thomas  H.  Peame. 


Delegates. 


Oregon      Dele- 


NORTHWESTERN  INDIANA. 

Jacob  M.  Stallard,  James  L.  Thompson, 


George  M.  Boyd, 


WilHam  Graham. 


GENESEE. 

Thomas  Carlton,  Isaac  C.  Kingsley, 

Richard  L.  Waite,  Charles  D.  Burlingham, 

Israel  Chamberlayne. 


Northwestern 
Indiana  Dele- 


Genesee    Dele- 
gates. 


MICHIGAN. 

James  V.  Watson,  Wellington  H.  CoUins, 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  William  H.  Brockway, 

John  K.    Gillet,  Resin  Sapp, 

David  Bums. 


Michigan  Dele- 
gates. 


OHIO. 

Ohio  Delegatest 

Zechariah  Connell,                  James  M.  Jamison, 
Joseph  M.  Trimble,                  Jacob  Young, 
Solomon  Howard,                    Uriah  Heath. 

INDIANA. 

Indiana     Dele- 

Benjamin F.  Crary,                 James  Hill, 
William  C.  Smith,                  Henry  S.  Talbot. 

gates. 
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M«yl,  1856. 

North     Indiana 

Delegates. 


NORTH   INDIANA. 

Samuel  C.  Cooper,  George  W.  Bowers, 

Orange  V.  Lemon,  Horatio  N.  Barnes. 


'WiscoiulnDeI&-  WISCONSIN, 

gates. 

Philo  S.  Bennett,  Isaac  M.  Leihy, 

Elmore  Yocum. 


Eock    Elver 
Delegates. 


North  Ohio  Del- 
egates. 


Cincinnati  Dele- 
gates. 


Iowa  Delegates. 


Bontheastem 
Indiana  Dele- 


ROCK  RIVER. 

George  L.  Mulfinger,  Henry  Summers, 

Luke  Hitchcock,  Richard  Haney, 

John  Luccock,  John  Morey, 

Hooper  Crews,  John  Dempster. 

NORTH    OHIO. 

William  L.  Harris,  William  B.  Disbro, 

Edward  Thomson,  Adam  Poe, 
John  H.  Power, 
James  Wheeler, 


William  Young, 
James  B.  Finley, 
William  Nast, 
John  W.  Fowble, 


Joseph  Brooks, 
Henry  W.  Reed, 


Henry  E.  Pilcher, 
Leonard  B.  Gurley. 

CINCINNATI. 

George  W.  Walker, 
Arza  Brown, 
Cyrus  Brooks, 
Asbury  Lowrey. 


Jacob  G.  Dimmitt, 
Lucien  W.  Berry, 


David  Worthington. 

SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA. 

Fernando  C.  Holliday,  John  A.  Brouse, 

Enoch  G.  Wood,  John  Kisling, 

Calvin  W.  Ruter. 


Southern     1111- 
nola  Delegates 


IllinolB     Dele- 
gates. 


SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS. 

John  Van  Cleve,  James  B.  Corrington, 

Norman  Allyn. 

ILLINOIS. 


Peter  Cartwright, 
George  Rutledge, 
Peter  Kuhl, 


William  D.  R.  Trotter, 
Hardin  Wallace, 
Hiram  Buck. 
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KENTUCKY. 

Stephen  F.  Conrey,  Ajax  H.  Triplett. 

MISSOURI. 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins,  John  M.  Chivington. 

ARKANSAS, 

Anthony  Bewley,  Mark  Robertson. 


May  1, 1856. 
Kentucky  Dele- 


Missouri    Dele- 
gates. 


Arkansas  Dele- 
gates. 


BALTIMORE. 


John  A.  Collins, 
Henry  Slicer, 
Samuel  V.  Blake, 
Nicholas  J.  B.  Morgan, 
John  S.  Martin, 
Norval  Wilson, 
Alfred  Griffith, 


Thomas  B.  Sargent, 
Aquila  A.  Reese, 
John  Lanahan, 
William  Hamilton, 
John  Poisal, 
Maberry  Goheen, 
William  Hirst. 


Benjamin  N.  Brown. 


Baltimore  Dele- 
gates. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

John  P.  Durbin,  Pennell  Coombe, 

Thomas  J.  Thompson,  William  M'Combs, 

William  Cooper,  Francis  Hodgson, 

James  Cunningham,  George  R.  Crooks, 

Thomas  J.  Quigley. 

NEW-ENGLAND. 

Minor  Raymond,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 

William  Rice,  Loranus  Crowell, 

James  Porter,  Thomas  Marcy, 

Daniel  K.  Bannister. 


Philadelphia 
Delegates. 


New-England 
Delegated. 


PROVIDENCE. 

Proyidence  Del- 

Samuel W.  Coggeshall, 
Daniel  Wise, 
Pardon  T.  Kenney, 

Elisha  B.  Bradford, 
George  M,  Carpenter, 
William  Livesey. 

egates. 

NEW-JERSEr. 

George  F.  Brown,                   John  S.  Porter, 
John  M'Clintock,                     Isaac  N.  Felch, 
Samuel  Y.  Munroe,                 John  S.  Swaim. 
Jefferson  Lewis,                       John  L.  Lenhart. 

New-Jersey 
Delegates. 

William  A.  Wilmer. 


12  JourrMl  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 

May,  1, 1856.         Qn  calling  the  list  of  delegates,  two  hundred  and  six  mem- 
^t.™™    ^^^^'  ^6rs  answered  to  their  nanaes ;  whereupon  the  chair  announ- 
ced that  a  quorum  was  present,  and  the  Conference  proceeded 
to  business, 
^eiect^d^  ^  b^       ^°  motion,  the  Conference  resolved  to  elect  a  Secretary 
baUot.         ^  by  ballot. 

Tellers  appoint-       On  motion,  the  chair  was  requested  to  appoint  three  Tell- 
ers to  collect  the  ballots,  canvass  the  votes,  and  report. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  Zebulou  Phillips,  and  WiUiam  D.  R. 
Trotter  were  accordingly  appointed. 
EiecHon  of  Sec-  The  tellers  reported  that  the  whole  number  of  votes  cast 
was  two  hundred  and  six ;  and  that  William  L.  Harris  had 
received  one  hundred  and  thirteen ;  whereupon  the  President 
announced  that  William  L.  Harris,  having  received  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  elected  Secretary  of  this  Con- 
ference. 
Afternoon  ses-       Qq  motion,  Rcsolvcd,  That  when  the  Conference  adiourn, 

it  adjourn  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon. 
Tune  of  opening       It  was  moved  that  the  Conference  meet  daily  at  eight 
the  sessions,       o'clock  in  the  morning. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  by  substituting  half  past 
eight  instead  of  eight  o'clock ;  but  the  motion  to  amend  did 
not  prevail,  and  the  original  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion.  Resolved,  That  hereafter  the  Conference  ad- 
journ at  twelve  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  following  resolutions 
were  adopted,  namely : 
EesolntionB  re-  Resolved,  1,  That  this  Conference  approve  the  proposed  publicar 
wlsfern  ^^^  *^°^  °^  *^^  ^^^^^  Western  Christian  Advocate,  during  the  session 
Christtan  Ad-  of  t^ie  Conference,  by  the  Western  Book  Agents ;  and  that  the  said 
vocate.  agents  be  authorized  to  take  such  measures  as  may  be  necessary 

to  carry  out  the  proposed  publication. 

Resolved,  2,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be, 
and  they  are  hereby  requested  to  furnish  each  delegate  with  a 
copy  of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate,  gratuitously. 

Leroy  Swormstedt  addressed  the  Conference  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate ;  after  which,  a  motion 
was  made  that  the  Agents  furnish  the  delegates  at  their  res- 
idences with  a  copy  of  the  paper ;  but  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 
Adjournment.  Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Heman 
Bangs. 
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Thursday  Afternoon.  May  i,  185«. 

.      Afternoon    ses- 
Conference  met,  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Morris    sion. 

in  the  chair.     Religious  services,  consisting  of  reading  the 

Scripture,  singing,  and  prayer,  were  conducted  by  Heman 

Bangs,  of  the  New- York  East  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved.  ''^^d'^"*^ approv- 

Chauncey  Hobart  presented  his  certificate  of  election  as  a   ^^jf^^^^gg  ^^ 

delegate  from  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  and  took  his  seat.       seat   as   dele- 

~  gate. 

neman  Bano^s  moved  that  Beniamin  Griflen  be  elected   Election  of  three 

-         .      .  °  T  1        .     r^   1,-  1  1      •      .Assistant   Sec- 

first  Assistant  Secretary.    John  A.  Collins  moved  as  a  substi-     retariea. 
tute  that  the  Conference  proceed  to  choose,  by  ballot,  three 
Assistant  Secretaries,  who  shall  take  precedence  respectively, 
in  the  order  of  the  number  of  votes  each  may  receive;  and 
the  substitute  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  tellers  who  acted  in  the  election  of  Secre- 
tary, were  requested  to  serve  also  in  the  election  of  Assistant 
Secretaries.  A  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Conference  directed 
the  tellers  to  retire,  count  the  votes,  and  report  the  result. 

James  Porter  offered  a  resolution  providing  for  the  ap-   Standing   com- 
,  ,  ,.  .  -r>      1-        •  niitteea  order- 

pointment  of  several  standing  committees.     Fending  its  con-     ed. 

sideration,  Heraan  Bangs  proposed  a  substitute,  which  was 

accepted  by  the  mover  of  the  resolution,  and  was  adopted, 

as  follows : 


Resolved,  That  the  following  standing  committees  be  appointed, 
viz. : 

1.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Episcopacy, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

2.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Itinerancy, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

3.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Boundaries, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

4.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  eacli  annual  con-    Slavery, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

6.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Book  Concern, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

6.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual    Missions. 
conference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

7.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Education, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Education. 

8.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-   'J^^^^  Cause, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 

9.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual  con-    Sunday  Schools, 
ference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

10.  A  committee  to  consist  of  one  member  from  each  annual    Eevisals       and 
conference,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Unfinished     Unfinished 
Business.  Business. 

Resolved,  That  the  above  committees  be  chosen  by  the  delegates    Committees    to 
of  each  annual  conference  from  among  themselves,  and  that  each      the ^'^^^DeleeZ 
committee,  when  chosen,  have  power  to  appoint  its  own  chairman,      tionssever^y' 
AA 


Bible  Cause. 
Committee 
Temporal 
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May  1, 1856.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

Committee    on    the  Committee  on  Temperance. 

Temperance.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

^iS?J"""5.1-  ""    the  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

_     _  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Economy.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed,  to  be  called 

Committee    on    the  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  Delegates  ;  whose  duty  it  shall 

Expenses     of    j^g  ^q  receive  all  moneys  raised  to  defray  the  expenses  of  the  dele- 

e  ega  es.  gates  to  this  Conference,  ascertain  the  amount  of  expenses,  and 

settle  with  the  delegates. 

A  German  Del-        Qn  motion  of  William  Nast,  it  was  ordered  that  a  Ger- 

egate     to     be  _  ' 

added  to   cer-   man  brother,  to  be  nominated  by  the  German  delegates,  be 

tain     commit-  .  ,it-.i'  it-)i 

tees.  added  to  committees,  severally,  on  Boundaries,  on  the  Book 

Concern,  and  on  Missions, 
^of'^a  ''commit  ^n  motion  it  was  Resolved,  That  nine  members  of  such 
tute'a  quorum"  Committees  as  consist  of  a  delegate  from  each  annual  confer- 
ence, shall  constitute  a  quorum  for  the  transaction  of  busi- 
ness. 
^Pubilc"'Vor°  On  motion  of  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  the  presiding' elders  of 
^'''P  the  Indianapolis  districts,  and  the  preachers  stationed  in  the 

city,  were  appointed  a  committee  to  make  all  necessary  ar- 
rangements for  conducting  public  worship  during  the  session 
of  this  Conference. 
^^^\^X  The  tellers  reported,  as  the  result  of  the  ballot,  that  there 
were  196  votes  cast;  that  Benjamin  Gritfen  received  1*78; 
Samuel  D.  Simonds,  125;  and  John  S.Martin,  115;  and 
they  were  declared  duly  elected  Assistant  Secretaries. 

A  committee  of  three  was  ordered,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  report,  to-morrow  morning,  rules  of  order  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  Conference  during  its  session  ;  and  the  chair  an- 
nounced Isaa^  Parks,  James  H.  Perry,  and  Calvin  W.  Ruter 
said  committee. 
^Stor'a^  Ad^       On  motion  it  wa«  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be 
dress  ordered,     appointed  by  the  chair  to  draw  up  and  report  a  suitable 
Pastoral  Address,  to  be  issued  by  this  General  Conference  to 
the  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
^c"^e'd^Mem-       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  ordered  that  a  com- 
bers ordered,      mittee  of  seven  be  appointed,  to  be  called  the  Committee  on 

our  Colored  Members. 
Adjournment  Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Bishop  Morris. 


Commtttee 
report  ^ulea. 
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May  2, 1S56. 


FEIDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  2,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning  :  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John  Van 
Cleve,  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference ;  after  which  the 
roll  of  members  was  called. 

Mighil  Dustin  presented  his  certificate  of  election  as  a 
delegate  from  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  took  his  seat. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

John  S.  Porter  offered  a  preamble  and  resolutions,  fixing 
the  bar  of  the  Conference,  inviting  officers  of  the  General 
Conference,  such  as  book  agents  and  editors,  not  members 
of  the  Conference,  to  seats  within  the  bar,  and  providing  for 
such  a  distribution  of  seats  within  the  Conference  room,  as 
will  secure  to  each  delegation  an  opportunity  of  having  its 
members  seated  near  each  other. 

On  motion,  the  preamble  and  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

On  motion,  the  Secretary  was  directed  to  return  to  such 
members  as  may  desire  them,  their  certificates  of  election 
as  delegates  to  this  body. 

The  committee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  reported 
rules  of  order  for  the  government  of  the  Conference  during 
its  present  session. 

After  the  report  was  read,  the  Conference  resolved  to  take 
up  the  rules  seriatim. 

The  first,  second,  and  third  rules  were  read  and  adopted. 

The  fourth  rule  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to 
strike  out  the  words  "  at  the  same  time." 

A  further  amendment  was  ofi'ered  to  strike  out  the  words, 
"  but  any  member  may  decHne  serving  on  more  than  one 
committee  at  the  same  time,"  which  latter  amendment  pre- 
vailed, and  the  rule  as  amended  Avas  then  adopted. 

The  fifth  rule  was  read  and  adopted. 

The  sixth  rule  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  amend 
it  by  inserting,  after  the  word  "  mover ^''  the  words,  "  with  the 
consent  of  the  second." 

A  motion  was  made  to  substitute  for  this  amendment,  the 
words  "  with  the  consent  of  the  conference." 

On  motion,  both  the  amendment  and  substitute  were  laid 
on  the  table,  and  the  rule  as  reported  was  adopted. 

The  seventh,  eighth,  ninth,  tenth,  eleventh,  twelfth,  thir- 


Jlisbil  Diistin 
takps  his  scat 
as  delegate. 


J.  S.  Porter's 
preamble  and 
resolution. 


Laid  on  tho 
table. 

Certificates  of 
delegates  to 
be  returned. 


Eules  of  order 
for  the  gov- 
ernment of 
the  General 
Conference 
reported. 
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were  read  and  adopted. 

After  the  eighteenth  rule  was  read,  it  was  on  motion 
amended,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Conference"  the 
words,  "  except  in  cases  in  which  character  is  involved." 

After  a  motion  to  strike  the  whole  rule  out  of  the  re- 
port was  lost,  the  rule  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  nineteenth  rule  was  read,  after  which,  a  motion  was 

made  so  to  amend  it,  that  it  shall  read  thus,  "  a  substitute 

may  be  amended  before  being  accepted  by  the  Conference." 

^  A  motion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  whole  rule,  but  the 

motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  , 

The  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  rule  as  amended  was 


Bales  of  order       On  motion,  the  rules  as  a  whole  were  then  adopted  as 

as  adopted.  ~  -,■, 

follows,  viz.: 

RULES. 

1.  The  Conference  shall  meet  at  eight  o'clock  A.  M.,  and  adjourn 
at  twelve  M.,  but  may  alter  their  time  of  meeting,  and  adjourn  at 
their  discretion. 

2.  The  President  shall  take  the  chair  precisely  at  the  hour  to 
which  the  Conference  stood  adjourned,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
opened  by  the  reading  of  the  Scriptures,  singing,  and  prayer ; 
and  on  the  appearance  of  a  quorum,  shall  have  the  Journals  of 
the  preceding  day  read  and  approved,  when  the  business  of  the 
Conference  shall  proceed  in  the  following  order,  namely  : 

1st.  Reports,  first  of  the  standing,  and  then  of  the  select  com- 
mittees. 

2d.  Petitions,  memorials,  and  appeals. 

3.  The  President  shall  decide  all  questions  of  order,  subject  to 
an  appeal  to  the  Conference ;  but  in  case  of  such  appeal,  the  ques- 
tion shall  be  taken  without  debate. 

4.  He  shall  appoint  all  committees,  not  otherwise  specially 
ordered  by  the  Conference. 

5.  All  motions  or  resolutions  introduced  by  any  member  shall 
be  reduced  to  writing,  if  the  President,  Secretary,  or  any  two 
members  request  it. 

6.  When  a  motion  or  resolution  is  made  and  seconded,  or  a  re- 
port presented,  and  is  read  by  the  Secretary,  or  stated  by  the 
President,  it  shall  be  deemed  in  possession  of  the  Conference,  but 
any  motion  or  resolution  may  be  withdrawn  by  the  mover  at  any 
time  before  decision  or  amendment. 

7.  No  new  motion  or  resolution  shall  be  made  until  the  one 
under  consideration  is  disposed  of;  which  may  be  done  by  adop- 
tion or  rejection,  unless  one  of  the  following  motions  should  inter- 
vene, which  motions  shall  have  precedence  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  placed,  namely :  indefinite  postponement ;  laying  on  the 
table ;  reference  to  a  committee  ;  postponement  to  a  given  time  ; 
amendment,  or  a  substitute,  which  also  may  be  amended. 

8.  No  member  shall  be  interrupted  when  speaking,  except  by 
the  President,  to  call  him  to  order,  when  he  departs  from  the 
question,  or  uses  personalities  or  disrespectful  language;  but  any 
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member  may  call  the   attention  of  the  President  to  the  subject,     May  2,  1860. 
when  he  deems  a  speaker  out  of  order ;  and   any  member  may 
explain,  if  he  thinks  himself  misrepresented. 

9.  When  any  member  is  about  to  speak  in  debate,  or  to  deliver 
any  matter  to  the  Conference,  he  shall  rise  in  his  seat,  and  re- 
spectfully address  himself  to  the  President. 

10.  No  person  shall  speak  more  than  twice  on  the  same  ques- 
tion, nor  more  than  fifteen  minutes  at  one  time,  without  leave 
of  the  Conference ;  nor  shall  any  person  speak  more  than  once 
until  every  member  choosing  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

11.  When  any  motion  or  resolution  shall  have  passed,  it  shall 
be  in  order  for  any  member  who  voted  in  the  majority,  to  move  a 
reconsideration, 

12.  No  member  shall  absent  himself  from  the  service  of  the 
Conference,  without  leave,  unless  he  is  sick,  or  unable  to  attend. 

13.  No  member  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  on  any  question,  who 
is  not  within  the  bar  at  the  time  when  such  question  is  put  by 
the  President,  except  by  leave  of  the  Conference,  when  such  mem- 
ber has  been  necessarily  absent. 

14.  Every  member  who  shall  be  within  the  bar  at  the  time  the 
question  is  put,  shall  give  his  vote,  unless  the  Conference  for  spe- 
cial reasons  excuse  him. 

16.  No  resolution  altering  or  rescinding  any  rule  of  Discipline, 
shall  be  adopted  until  it  shall  have  been  at  least  one  day  in  the 
possession  of  the  Conference. 

16.  A  motion  to  adjourn  shall  always  be  in  order,  and  shall  be 
decided  without  debate. 

17.  It  shall  be  in  order  for  any  member  to  call  for  the  yeas  and 
nays  upon  any  question  before  the  Conference ;  and  if  the  call  be 
sustained  by  twenty-five  of  the  members  present,  the  vote  there- 
on shall  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

18.  It  shall  be  in  order  to  move  that  the  question  be  taken 
without  further  debate,  on  any  measure  pending  before  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  except  in  cases  in  which  character  is  involved, 
and  if  sustained  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds,  the  question  shall  be  so 
taken. 

19.  A  substitute  may  be  amended  before  being  accepted  by  the 
Conference. 

The  following  resolution,  offered  by  John  Kennaday,  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  we  gratefully  appreciate  the  courtesy  of  the  Eesolntion    ap- 

Legislature  of  this  state,  by  which  the  use  of  this  hall  was  appro-  ^ourtes  °^  *  of 

priated  for  the  session  of  this  Conference,  and  reciprocating  this  the"^   ^^ndlana 

courtesy,  we  invite  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  the  Lieutenant-  Legislature. 
Governor,  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  to  take 
seats  within  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

Hiram  Mattison  offered  the  following  resolutions,  and  they 
were  adopted  by  the  Conference,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  editors  of  the  several  General  Conference  Committee    on 

papers,  with  the  editor  of  Zion's  Herald,  be  a  Committee  on  Print-  printing. 
ing- 

Resolved,  That  they  be  instructed  to  publish  in  pamphlet  form  Eulesof  Confer- 

the  rules  of  the  Conference,  together  with  the  standing  and  other  ence          and 

principal  committees,  and,  if  practicable,  the  boarding  places  of  ^^Jl'^i"^  t^''^! 

the  delegates,  for  the  use  of  this  body.  Slated 
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May  2, 1866. 


Saperintendents 
requested  to 
deliver     their 


Eesolution  on 
referring  peti- 
tions, &ic. 


Bar  of  Confer- 
ence. 


BritUh  Dele- 
gates intro- 
duced to  the 
Conference. 


Address  from 
British  Confer- 
•nco  present- 
ed. 


Cordial  greet- 
ings extended 
to  the  repre- 
sentatives of 
the  British 
Wesleyan 
Conference. 


A  committee 
to  reply  to  the 
address  of  the 
British  Con- 
ference. 


Standing 
mittees 
nounced. 


On  motion  of  Calvin  W.  Ruter,  the  following  resolution 

was  adopted,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  the  Superintendents  be  and  they  are  hereby  re- 
spectfully requested  to  deliver  their  quadrennial  address,  should  it 
suit  their  convenience,  on  to-morrow,  Saturday,  at  10  o'clock  A.  M. 

On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  every  brother,  on  presenting  any  petition,  or 
memorial,  or  other  paper,  which  is  to  go  to  some  one  of  the  stand- 
ing committees,  shall  designate  to  which  committee  he  would  have 
it  referred ;  and  if  there  be  no  objection  made,  it  shall  be  so  re- 
ferred without  any  vote  being  taken  thereon. 

The  space  in  this  hall  within  the  front  pillars  was  des- 
ignated as  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

The  Bishops  having  received  information  of  the  arrival  in 
the  city  of  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah,  representative  of  the 
British  Wesleyan  Conference,  and  also  of  the  Rev.  Frederic 
James  Jobson,  his  companion  and  assistant,  Bishops  Baker 
and  Ames  waited  upon  them,  and  accompanied  them  to  the 
conference  room  ;  whereupon  Bishop  Waugh  took  the  chair, 
and  in  a  brief  address,  introduced  them  to  the  Conference. 

An  address  from  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference  was 
presented  and  read ;  after  which  Dr.  Hannah  and  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Jobson  addressed  the  Conference.  [For  the  address, 
see  Appendix  B.] 

John  A.  Collins  submitted  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  Conference  assembled.  That  we  hereby  extend  to  the 
distinguished  representative  of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference, 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah,  and  to  his  companion  and  assistant,  the 
Eev.  Frederic  James  Jobson,  our  cordial  and  fraternal  greetings  ; 
that  we  respond  to, the  kind  and  aifectionate  expressions  they 
convey  to  us  from  the  venerable  body  they  represent ;  and  that  we 
unite  with  them  in  their  prayer  that  the  union  between  the  Wes- 
leyan connection  in  Great  Britain  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States  of  America,  may  continue  unbroken, 
and  that  peace  may  remain  undisturbed  perpetually  between  the 
two  great  countries  ;  and  in  further  token  of  our  regard  and  con- 
fidence, we  invite  them  to  take  seats  upon  the  platform,  and  ex- 
press their  opinions  and  counsel  on  any  question  which  may  be 
under  discussion  in  this  body,  at  their  discretion. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  Conference  ordered  that  the 
address  presented,  by  the  representative  of  the  Wesleyan 
Connection,  be  referred  to  a  committee  of  five,  to  prepare  an 
address  in  reply  thereto. 

Bishop  Janes  resumed  the  chair,  and  the  following  stand- 
ing committees  were  announced,  to  wit : 
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May  2.  1856. 

ON  EPISCOPACY.                                        ^Tp^cop V 

Richard  S.  Rust, 

Henry  S.  Talbot, 

Phineas  Rice, 

Samuel  C.  Cooper, 

Barnes  M.  Hall, 

Isaac  M,  Leihy, 

John  Kennaday, 

John  Dempster, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

John  H.  Power, 

Daniel  B.  Randall, 

James  B.  Finley, 

Amasa  G-  Button, 

Joseph  Brooks, 

Gardner  Baker, 

Calvin  W.  Ruter, 

William  Cox, 

James  B.  Corrington, 

George  Peck, 

Peter  Cartwright, 

Calvin  Kingsley, 

Stephen  F.  Conrey, 

Gideon  Martin, 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 

Elias  Bowen, 

Anthony  Bewley, 

Jonas  Dodge, 

Alfred  Griffith, 

James  L.  Thompson, 

Thomas  J.  Thompson, 

William  Roberts, 

Daniel  K.  Bannister, 

Israel  Chamberlayne, 

William  Livesey, 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher, 

George  F.  Brown, 

Jacob  Young, 

Caleb  B.  Pillsbury. 

ON  ITINERANCY.                                             Commltteo    oi 

Itlnerancj. 

James  Thurston, 

Zechariah  Connell, 

Davis  W.  Clark, 

William  C.  Smith, 

Zebulon  Phillips, 

George  W.  Bowers, 

James  Floy, 

Elmore  Yocum, 

John  D.  Blain, 

John  Luccock, 

Daniel  B.  Randall, 

Adam  Poe, 

William  J.  Kidder, 

George  W.  Walker, 

James  Erwin, 

Jacob  G.  Dimmitt, 

Gordon  Battelle, 

John  A.  Brouse, 

Luther  P.  French, 

Norman  Allyn, 

James  Henderson, 

Hiram  Buck, 

Horatio  R.  Clark, 

Ajax  H.  Triplett, 

William  F.  Wilson, 

John  M.  Chivington, 

William  Reddy, 

Mark  Robinson, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard, 

Norval  Wilson, 

Thomas  H.  Peame, 

Francis  Hodgson, 

Jacob  M.  Stallard, 

Thomas  Marcy, 

Isaac  C.  Kingsley, 

George  M.  Carpenter, 

John  K.  Gillet, 

William  A.  Wilmer. 
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May  2, 1856.                                                  ON   BOUNDARIES. 

Committee    on              __             -n   t-. 

Boundaries.               Warren  F.  Evans, 

Uriah  Heath, 

Benjamin  GriflFen, 

James  Hill, 

David  P.  Hulburd, 

Orange  V.  Lemon, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

Chauncey  Hobart, 

Aaron  Sanderson, 

Richard  Haney, 

Joseph  E.  King, 

Henry  E.  Pilcher, 

Heman  Bangs, 

Cyrus  Brooks, 

Freeman  H.  Stanton, 

David  Worthington, 

James  Drummond, 

Fernando  C.  HoUiday, 

George  Pratt, 

John  Van  Cleve, 

John  Moffatt, 

Peter  Cartwright, 

William  H.  Peame, 

Stephen  F.  Conrey, 

Hiram  Kinsley, 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 

Charles  Starr, 

Mark  Robertson, 

Calvin  S.  Coats, 

N.  J.  B.  Morgan, 

William  Roberts, 

William  M'Combs, 

George  M.  Boyd, 

Loranus  Crowell, 

Thomas  Carlton, 

Pardon  T.  Kinney, 

David  Bums, 

John  L.  Lenhart, 

George  L. 

Mulfinger. 

Committee   on                                          ON  SLAVERY. 

Slavery.                  Warren  F.  Evans, 

Zechariah  Connell, 

Morris  D'C.  Crawford, 

Henry  S.  Talbot, 

Andrew  Witherspoon, 

Horatio  N.  Barnes, 

Edwin  E.  Griswold, 

Philo  S.  Bennett, 

John  D.  Blain. 

Luke  Hitchcock, 

William  F.  Farrington, 

William  B.  Disbro, 

Alonzo  Webster, 

Asbury  Lowry, 

Isaac  S.  Bingham, 

TCenry  W.  Reed, 

James  Drummond, 

John  Kisling, 

Loren  L.  Knox, 

John  Van  Cleve, 

Robert  Boyd, 

Peter  Cartwright, 

Horatio  R.  Clark, 

Ajax  H.  Triplett, 

Calvin  Kingsley, 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 

Elias  Bowen, 

Mark  Robertson, 

William  Hosmer, 

John  A.  Collins, 

Thomas  H.  Peame, 

John  P.  Durbin, 

George  M.  Boyd, 

Minor  Raymond, 

Isaac  C.  Kingsley, 

Daniel  Wise, 

Resin  Sapp, 

Jefferson  Lewis. 
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ON  THE  BOOK 

CONCERN.                                        May  2, 1856. 

Committee    on 

James  Thurston, 

William  Young,                  ^      ^^^ 

Abiathar  M.  Osbon, 

James  M.  Trimble, 

Stephen  D.  Brown, 

Benjamin  F.  Crary, 

James  H.  Perry, 

George  W.  Bowers, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

Edward  Cook, 

Stephen  Allen, 

Hooper  Crews, 

Amasa  G.  Button, 

Leonard  B.  Guriey, 

Arza  J.  Phelps, 

Lucien  W.  Berry, 

James  Drummond, 

Fernando  C.  Holliday, 

Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 

Norman  Allyn, 

Isaac  N,  Baird, 

William  D.  R.  Trotter. 

George  Peck, 

Ajax  H,  Triplett, 

Gaylord  B.  Hawkins, 

John  M.  Chivington, 

Daniel  W.  Bristol, 

Anthony  Bewley, 

John  Dennis, 

Henry  Slicer, 

Thomas  H.  Peame, 

Pennell  Coombe, 

William  Graham, 

James  Porter, 

Richard  L.  Waite, 

Daniel  Wise, 

James  V.  Watson, 

John  S.  Porter, 

William  Nast. 

On  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  to  complete  the  Session 
announcement  of  the  large  committees. 


ON  MISSIONS. 


Committee    on 


Charles  N.  Smith, 
Jarvis  Z.  Nichols, 
William  Griffin, 
William  C.  Hoyt, 
John  D,  Blain, 
Daniel  B.  Randall, 
William  J.  Kidder, 
Freeman  H.  Stanton, 
Gideon  Martin, 
George  Pratt, 
William  F.  Lauck, 
William  H.  Peame, 
Josiah  Flower, 
Asa  J.  Dana, 
Jonathan  Watts, 


Thomas  H.  Peame, 
William  Graham, 
Charles  D.  Burlingham, 
William  H.  Brockway, 
Solomon  Howard, 
William  C.  Smith, 
Orange  V.  Lemon, 
Isaac  M.  Leihy, 
Henry  Summers, 
James  Wheeler, 
William  Nast, 
Henry  W.  Reed, 
Enoch  G.  Wood, 
James  B.  Corrington, 
Hiram  Buck, 
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Stephen  F.  Conrey,  John  P.  Durbin, 

Joseph  IL  Hopkins,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 

Anthony  Bewley,  Samuel  W.  Coggeshall, 

William  Hamilton,  John  S.  Swaim, 

Philip  Kuhl. 


Committee    on 

ON  EDUCATION. 

Education. 

Richard  S.  Rust, 

Solomon  Howard, 

D.  W.  Clark, 

Benjamin  F.  Crary, 

William  Griffin, 

Horatio  N,  Barnes, 

John  B.  Merwin, 

Edward  Cook, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

John  Dempster, 

Stephen  Allen, 

Edward  Thomson, 

Joseph  E.  King, 

Asbury  Lowry, 

Hiram  Mattison, 

Lucien  W.  Berry, 

Gordon  Battelle, 

Calvin  W.  Ruter, 

Loren  L.  Knox, 

John  Van  Cleve, 

John  Barker, 

William  D.  R.  Trotter, 

Horatio  R.  Clark, 

Ajax  H.  Triplett, 

Moses  Hill, 

John  M.  Chivington, 

Charles  Blakeslee, 

Anthony  Bewley, 

Daniel  D.  Buck, 

Thomas  B.  Sargent, 

William  Roberts, 

George  R.  Crooks, 

George  M.  Boyd, 

William  Rice, 

Richard  L.  Waite, 

William  Livesey, 

David  Burns, 

John  M'Clintock. 

Committee    on 

ON  THE 

TRACT  CAUSE. 

Tract  cauae. 

Charles  N.  Smith, 

Jonas  Dodge, 

John  B.  Beach, 

Thomas  H.  Pearne, 

Henry  L.  Starks, 

James  L.  Thompson, 

James  Floy, 

Charles  D.  Burlingham, 

John  D.  Blain, 

William  H.  Brockway, 

William  F.  Farrington,           Uriah  Heath, 

Alonzo  Webster, 

James  Hill, 

Arza  J.  Phelps, 

George  W.  Bowers, 

Gordon  Battelle, 

Chauncey  Hobart, 

George  Pratt, 

Henry  Summers, 

Isaac  N.  Baird, 

John  H.  Power, 

■    William  H.  Pearne, 

John  W.  Fowble, 

Moses  Hill, 

Joseph  Brooks, 

Daniel  W.  Bristol, 

John  A.  Brouse, 
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Norman  Allyn, 

Samuel  Y.  Blake, 

May  2, 1856. 

Philip  Kuhl, 

James  Cunningham, 

Ajax  A.  Triplett, 

Minor  Raymond, 

Joseph  H.  Hopkins, 

Elisha  B.  Bradford, 

Mark  Robertson, 

Isaac  N.  Felch. 

1 

ON  SUNDAY  SCHOOLS. 

Newell  Culver, 

Joseph  M.  Trimble, 

Committee     M 
Sunday 
Schools. 

Seymour  Van  Deusen, 

William  C.  Smith, 

Stephen  Parks, 

Orange  V.  Lemon, 

John  M.  Reid, 

Elmore  Yocum, 

Samuel  D.  Simonds, 

Luke  Hitchcock, 

Aaron  Sanderson, 

James  Wheeler, 

William  J.  Kidder, 

Arza  Brown, 

James  Erwin, 

David  Worthington, 

Gideon  Martin, 

John  Kisling, 

Luther  P.  French, 

Norman  Allyn, 

William  Cox, 

Hardin  Wallace, 

George  Peck, 

Stephen  F.  Conrey, 

Samuel  Gregg, 

John  M.  Chivington, 

Charles  Blakeslee, 

Anthony  Bewley, 

Jonathan  Watts, 

William  Hirst, 

William  Roberts, 

William  Cooper, 

William  Graham, 

William  Rice, 

Thomas  Carlton, 

Pardon  S.  Kenney, 

John   K.    Gillet, 

Samuel  Y.  Munroe. 

ON  REVISALS. 

Newell  Culver, 

Freeborn  G.  Hibbard, 

Committee    on 
Eevisals. 

Lucius  H.  King, 

William  Roberts, 

Sandford  Washburn, 

Jacob  M.  Stallard, 

Heman  Bangs, 

Israel  Chamberlayne, 

John  D.  Blain,            • 

Wellington  H.  Collins, 

Aaron  Sanderson, 

James  M.  Jamison, 

Amasa  G.  Button, 

Benjamin  F.  Crary, 

Hiram  Mattison, 

Horatio  N.  Barnes, 

Gordon  Battelle, 

Philo  S.  Bennett, 

Caleb  D.  Pillsbury, 

John  Morey, 

Samuel  Wakefield, 

Edward  Thomson, 

William  H.  Pearne, 

Mighil  Dustin, 

Hiram  Kinsley, 

Jacob  G.  Dimmitt, 

Isaac  Parks, 

Enoch  G.  Wood, 

24 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 


Hs7  2,18m. 


James  B.  Corrington, 
George  Rutledge, 
Stephen  F.  Conrey, 
John  M.  Chivington, 
Mark  Robertson, 


John  Poisal, 
Thomas  J.  Quigley, 
Lorenzo  R.  Thayer, 
Samuel  W.  Coggeshall, 
John  M'Clintock. 


These  committees  being  filled,  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah. 


May  8, 1866. 


Calling   of  roU 
dispensed 


Call  for  petitions 
and  memorials. 

N.  Hampshiee. 

Slavery. 

Concord. 

N.  ToEK  East. 

Presiding      El- 
dership. 

Allen -street. 
Thirty-sev- 
enth-street. 


Motion  to  print 
Allen-street 
memorial. 


Previons   ques- 
tion ordered. 


Previons  ques- 
tion applies  to 
all  substitutes 
and  amend- 
ments, as  well 
as  to  the  origi- 
nal motion. 


Appeal  from  de- 
cision of  the 
chair.  Chair 
sustained. 


SATURDAY  MORKDTG,  MAY  3, 1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  George 
Peck,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  dispense  with  calling  the 
roll  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Journals  of  yesterday  were  read  and  approved. 

The  President,  in  conformity  to  the  rule,  called  for  the  re- 
ports of  committees,  but  none  were  presented. 

Petitions  and  memorials  were  called  for,  and  Richard  S. 
Rust  presented  a  memorial  from  Concord  Station,  New- 
Hampshire  Conference,  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject. 

James  Floy  presented  two  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 
Presiding  Eldership;  one  from  oflScial  members  of  Allen- 
street  Church,  and  the  other  from  official  members  of  the 
Thirty-seventh-street  Church,  New- York  East  Conference, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

A  motion  was  made  by  Norval  Wilson  to  print  the  me- 
morial from  Allen-street  Church  in  the  Daily  Western  Chris- 
tian Advocate.  Henry  Slicer  moved  to  amend  by  adding, 
"  with  the  names  of  the  signere."  Peter  Cartwright  moved 
to  lay  the  whole  subject  of  printing  the  memorial  on  the 
table,  but  the  motion  was  lost.    * 

Oij,  motion  of  James  Drummond,  the  previous  question 
was  ordered;  125  voting  for  it  and  60  against  it. 

A  point  of  order  was  raised  by  John  A.  Collins,  as  to 
whether  the  previous  question  applies  to  the  original 
motion  as  well  as  to  the  amendment.  The  chair  decided 
that  it  applied  to  both  the  amendment  and  the  original 
motion. 

John  P.  Durbin  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the  chair. 
The  question  was  then  put,  "  Shall  the  decision  of  the  chair 
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stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference  ?"  and  it  was  an-     ^7  ^  185*- 
swered  affirmatively. 

The  amendment  prevailed;  and  the  motion  as  amended 
was  carried ;  113  voting  in  favor  of  it,  and  99  against  it. 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  who  voted  in  the  affirma-  Vote  to  print 
tive,  the  action  of  the  Conference  ordermg  the  prmtmg  of  the 
memorial  with  the  names  of  signers,  was  reconsidered,  130 
voting  in  favor  of  reconsideration. 

On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  the  amendment  offered  by  Henry  Motion  to  print 
Slicer,  ordering  the  printing  of  names,  was  stricken  out,  and    adopted, 
the  original  motion  was  carried. 

Edward  Cook,  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  and  Anthony  Edward    Cook 
Bewley,  of  the  Arkansas  Conference,  presented  their  certifi-    Bewiey°*teke 
cates  of  election  as  delegates  to  this  body,  and  took  their    *^®''"  ^®**^- 
seats. 

Appointments  for  preaching  on  Sabbath  were  announced 
by  B.  F.  Crary. 

The  hour  of  ten  o'clock  having  annved,  the  Conference  pro- 
ceeded to  the  order  of  the  day,  as  indicated  by  resolution  of 
yesterday ;  and  Bishop  Janes  read  the  Quadrennial  Address  of  Qnadronnial 
the  General  Superintendents  to  the  General  Conference  of  the    Bishops  read.  * 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  [For  Address,  see  Apjyendix  A.] 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  so  much  of  the  Episcopal  Referred       to 
Address  as  relates  to  the  Episcopacy  was  referred  to  the  Com-    Ep™^^t  **" 
mittee  on  the  Episcopacy;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  Itiner- 
ancy was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  so  much  itinerancr. 
as  relates  to  our  Publications  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern  ;  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  re-  Book  Concern, 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery ;  so  much  as  relates  to  slavery. 
the  subject  of  Missions  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Missions;  so  much  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Education  was  Missions, 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Education ;  so  much  as  relates  Education. 
to  the  Tract  Cause  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Tract  Cause;  so  much  as  relates  to  Sunday  Schools  was  re-   Tract  cause, 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  ;  so  much  as  re-  Sunday  schools. 
lates  to  a  Court  of  Trials  and  Appeals  was  referred  to  a  select  ™,^g  ^\  ^p; 
committee  of  seven.  lect  committee 

.  of  seven. 

A  motion  was  made  by  John   A.  Collins,  to  refer  so  Biblical     insti- 
much  of  the  Episcopal  Address  as  relates  to  Biblical  In-    mmee'on^Edl 
stitutes,  to  the  Committee  on  Education.     Norval  Wilson    "°*"°°' 
moved  as  a  substitute,  that   it  be  referred  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  sevsn.     The  substitute  was  lost,  88  voting  for  it, 
and  103  against  it.     William  Cox  moved  to  amend,  so  as 
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Majr8,i866.  to  refer  the  subject  to  a  committee  consisting  of  one  from 
each  conference,  but  the  motion  to  amend  did  not  prevail, 
after  which  the  matter  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Education. 

EeviBais.  ,  ^"  '"''*'°''  ^^  '^^^'^  ^'  <^o"ins,  SO  much  of  the  Episcopal 

Address  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Revisals  was  referred  to 

Africa,  to  Com    ^ff.  ^^^"^"^^   «"  Revisals ;  and   so  much   as  relates    to 

mittee        on   Africa  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 
Ses™""  pro-       Conference  agreed  to  prolong  to-day's   session    till    ad- 

longed.  journed  on  motion. 

^dr'^T'to  b*^'  •  ^"  ™^^^°°  ^^  "^^^^'^  ^'  ^^^^'"^'  t^®  Committee  on  Print- 
pitaLd.  ^  J°g  ^as  instructed  to  print  one  thousand  copies  of  the 
Bishops'  Address,  in  pamphlet  form,  for  the  use  of  this 
body,  and  that  the  pamphlets,  when  printed,  shall  be  de- 
livered at  the  Secretary's  table,  and  by  him  distributed  to 
the  delegations  pro  rata.  Also,  it  was  ordered,  that  the 
Episcopal  Address  be  printed  in  the  General  Conference 
papers. 

^t!Jr  ""Z.  ^"  "''*^'^"  ^^  ^^"^^^^^  ^-  Hibbard,  a  committee  of  three 
was  ordered,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  seek  a  more  con- 
venient place  for  the  Conference  to  hold  its  sessions,  and  re- 
port on  Monday  morning.  The  chair  announced  F.  G.  Hib- 
bard,  J.  A.  Brouse,  and  Andrew  Witherspoon,  said   com- 


sions. 


mittee. 


ienle  Ranted       ^^°^^^  ^-  Randall  asked,  and  obtained  leave  of  absence 

♦"    D.  B.  Kau-    "^■"  .   mi  .  > 


^a], till  next  Thursday. 


"^ef^of pap:?s"       ^°  ^'''*'^"'  '^  ^^«  0^'dered  that  all   parties  presenting 
^'brprepatT  P'^P^'"'  ""^""^^  ^^'^  '^^''''^  published  in  the  Daily  Western 

Christian  Advocate,  shall  furnish  duplicate  copies, 
^berstr'^^e'^  ,   ^'^  '"''*'''"'  ^^^  Secretary  was  directed   to  prepare   rolls 
and  nays,  &c.     for  taking  the  yeas  and  nays,  and  make  all  other  arrange- 
ments necessary  to  the  duties  of  his  office. 

Notices  were   given,   and  Conference  adjourned  at   12| 
o'clock,  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 


Adjournment. 


May  5, 1866. 


MONDAY  MOENIN-G,  MAT  5th,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 

F.  Farrington,  of  the  Maine  Conference. 

s.  D.  Simonds       •^'^"'""^Is  of  Saturday  morning  were  read  and  approved. 

In'f  ^AlsTst:       ^^^  ^""''^^^  ^^  business  was  suspended  to  proceed  to  the 

aiit  secre^wy.   election  of  an  Assistant  Secretary  in  the  place  of  S.  D.  Simonds, 
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who  declined  serving,  and  also  to  the  election  of  a  fourth  As-     May  5. 1856. 
sistant  Secretary.  ^    ^^^^    ^^^ 

After  a  motion  to  elect  by  ballot  was  laid  on  the  table,    j^^^h  Assiet- 
the  Oonferetice  proceeded  to  elect  on  nomination.     Jeflferson    ^J^^.ted!'"'"''''' 
Lewis,  W.  H.  Pearne,  and  James  Hill  were  severally  nom- 
inated, and  Conference  acted  on  the  names  in  the  order  of 
nominations,  and  Jefferson  Lewis  and  James  Hill  were  elected. 

Peter  D.  Gorrie  presented  his  certificate  of  election  as  a  ^^^-^^^^ 
delegate  from  the  Black  River  Conference,  and  took  his  seat. 

On  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  the  following  resolution 

was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson   the  Rev.  Dr    Han- 
representatives  in  this  body  of  our  beloved  brethren  of  the  Wes-  -U  and  Eev 
leyan  Conference  in  Great  Britain,  be  respectfully  and  affection-  ;^-       ^.^     to 
ately  requested  to  preach  before  the  Conference  at  such  periods  as  preach. 
they  may  respectively  designate,  on  consultation  with  the  bishops. 

The  order  of  business  was  resumed,  and  the  Committee  on 
Rules  of  Order  further  reported,  and  the  report  was  adopted 
as  follows,  namely  : 

Rule  XX.    All  motions  to  postpone  or  to  lay  on  the  table  shall   Ki^e  XX  adopt- 
be  taken  without  debate. 

The  call  for  memorials  and  petitions  was  resumed.    James  CaU^for  memo- 
Floy,  of  the  New-York  East  Conference,  presented  sundry  New^Tork 
memorials  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,   as  Pj^^wW     El- 
follows,  viz. :    one  from  Greene-street ;    one  from  Second-  Greene-street 
street;    one  from   Sullivan-street;    one  from    Ninth-street;   suiiivanVt?eet 
one  from  Willett-street,  and  one  from  the  official  members  of  ^\'}fe^tt-strlet 
Asbury,  New- York  city  ;  one  from  Cook-street,  Brooklyn ;   ^';^^J^^^^ 
one  from  First  Church,  in  Williamsburgh,  N.  Y. ;  and  they   ^frookiyn.^^^^^ 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.     Also  a  me-     ^imms- 
morial  from  the  New-York  East  Conference,  in  relation  to  f^toed.^^^^^^ 
the  Smith  Arnold  Fund,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  com-  ^Fund.^ 
mittee  of  seven.     Also  a  memorial  on  the  Tract  cause,  and  Tract  Caiase. 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause.  Keferred. 

On  motion  of  John  M.  Reid,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of   journal  relating 

'  ,  ...  to  extension  ol 

the  New- York  East  Conference  as  relates  to  the  extension     time  of  minis- 

.        .  J     .    ,•  terial  service. 

of  the  time  of  mmistenal  service  on  circuits  and  stations,  was  Referred. 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  memorial,  with  accompanying  ^^^^^fj^^f^^^^^^*^ 

documents,  from  the  Local  Preachers'  Association  of  New-  Ne;y-Tork 

'  T  T        /•         1  1  and  Brooklyn. 

York  and  Brooklyn,  and  it  was  read  and  relerred  to  the   Referred, 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

Vermont  Conference. — A.  Webster  presented  memori-  veemont. 
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May  6, 1866. 
Slavery, 
Pomfret 
8t  Johnsbnry. 
Northfleld. 
Beferred. 


Black  Eitee. 
Presiding      El 
dership. 
Van  Buren. 
Cato. 


Syra«U6& 


Adams. 

Eeferred. 

Extension  of 
time  of  minis- 
terial service. 

Adams. 

Eeferred. 

Slavery. 

Adams. 

Eeferred. 

East  Maink. 

Slavery. 

Orleans. 

Dexter. 

Kilmarnock. 

Corinna. 

Eeferred. 


Vekmont. 

Slavery. 

Waitsfield. 

Moretown. 

Eandolph. 

Eeferred. 

PrrTSBTJEGH. 

Slavery. 

Summerfield. 

McConnellsvUle. 

McKendree. 

Sharon. 

Newport. 

Cumberland. 

Eeferred. 
Bolivar        and 


to  bo  set 
off  from  North 
Ohio  to  Pitts- 
burgh Confer- 
ence. 
Eeferred. 


■Wyoming. 

Boundaries. 

Bloomingdale. 


als  on  Slavery ;  one  from  East  Corinth  Circuit ;  one  from 
"Worcester  Station  ;  one  from  Pomfret  and  East  Pomfret 
Circuits ;  one  from  St.  Johnsbury  Station,  and  one  from  North- 
field  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Black  River  Conference. — A.  J.  Phelps  presented 
sundry  petitions  relating  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,  as  fol- 
lows, viz. :  one  from  Van  Buren,  and  one  from  Cato  Circuit, 
and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

J.  Erwin  presented  a  petition  from  Syracuse  relating  to 
the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Itinerancy. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  Adams,  in 
relation  to  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  one  on  removing 
the  restrictions  on  the  appointing  power,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  one  from 
Adams  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

East  Maine  Conference. — C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented 
sundry  memorials  on  Slavery,  namely :  one  from  Orleans  ; 
one  from  Dexter ;  one  from  Kilmarnock  and  Lagrange ; 
one  from  Corinth  ;  one  from  Corinna ;  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Vermont  Conference. — W.  J.  Kidder  presented  memo- 
rials on  Slavery :  one  from  Waitsfield ;  one  from  Moretown  ; 
one  from  Randolph  ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Pittsburgh  Conference. — A  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Summerfield  Circuit,  concurred 
in  by  M'Connellsville,  M'Kendree,  Sharon,  Newport,  and 
Cumberland  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  non-concurred  in  by 
Morgan,  Salem,  and  Senecaville,  was  presented  by  James 
Henderson,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

A  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  Bolivar, 
Shanesville  Circuit,  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  one 
from  Massillon,  North  Ohio  Conference,  asking  that  the 
foregoing  appointments  respectively  be  set  off  to  the  Pitts- 
burgh Conference,  were  presented  by  William  Cox,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Wyoming  Conference. — George  Peck  presented  a  peti- 
tion from  Bloomingdale  Circuit,  Baltimore  Conference,  on 
the  subject  of  boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

Erie  Conference.— G.  B.  Hawkins  presented  a  memo- 
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rial  from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Cuyahoga  Falls  Station,     May  5, 185& 
and    Northampton    Mission,   in  relation    to  extending  the 

.  ,   .  /•        J  i     ii,     r<  Extension       of 

time  of  ministerial  service,  and  it  was  reierred  to  the  L»ora-  time  of  mtn- 

mittee   on   Revisals.      Moses    Hill  presented    a   memorial  cuyXogrFaTil; 

from  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  Wilmington  Circuit,  on  ESer^'""' 

the  Ritual  of  Baptism,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^;;^^^  "^  ^"^ 

on  Revisals.  EefeTrel.""' 

Oneida  Conference. — Isaac  Parks,  presented  a  memo-  ^j^^'*-  ^^j^j^ 

rial  from  Utica  Welsh   Mission,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  p^^'^^^^JJ; 
Committee  on  Missions. 

Elias  Bowen   presented  a  memorial  from  official  mem-  asks  a  trana- 

bers  of  Lisle  Circuit,  asking  a  transfer  of  said  circuit  from  ming'^Cwfer^ 

the  Oneida  to  the  Wyoming  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  p^fferred. 
to  the  Committee  on 'Boundaries. 

D.  W,  Bristol  presented  a  memorial  from  sixty-four  la-  Slavery. 

dies,  merabei-s  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  on  Lenox  Lenox. 

Circuit,  on  Slavery,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  K^fe^s"^ 
on  Slavery  ;  and  one  from  forty- three  male  members  of  the 
same  circuit,  on  the  same  subject,  which  was  referred  to  the 
same  committee. 

W.  Reddy  presented  a  memorial  from  Ames  on  the  Pre-  Presiding Elder- 

sidinor  Eldership,  which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Com-  Ames. 

=■  ^  Referred. 

mittee  on  Itinerancy. 

Oregon  Conference. — On  motion  of  Thos.  H.  Pearne,   Oregon. 
so  much  of  the  Journal  of  Oregon  Conference  as  relates  to  "^cause!  °°^'"'^* 
a  Book  and  Tract  Depository  was  referred  to  the   Commit-  fta°ustkr*'^™" 
tee  on  the   Book  Concern,  and   so   much  as  refers    to    a  Eeferred. 
change  in  the  method  of  taking  our  numerical  statistics  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

William  Roberts  presented  a  memorial  of  the  Publishing 
Committee  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 
read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Genesee  Conference. — R.  L.  Waite  presented  a  memo-   Genesm. 

Slavery" 

rial  from  Warsaw  on  Slavery,  and  I.  Chamberlayne  pre-  -Warsaw, 

sented  one  on  Slavery  from  Knowlesville,  and  they  were  Kefen^'ed."^*" 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference. — J.  M.  Trimble  presented  the  report  omo. 

of  a  committee  made  to  the  Ohio   Conference,  on  finance,  finance. 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  ;  Education      of 

and  one  on  the  education  of  colored  youth  was  referred  to  Referred. 
a  select  committee  of  seven. 

Indiana  Conference. — B.  F.  Crary  presented  a  memo-  Indiana. 

rial  in  relation  to  Conrad  Muth,  from  Indiana  Conference,  Conrad  Math. 
BB 
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May  5, 1S56. 

Journal  ofSouth 
eastern  Indi- 
ana. 

Keferred. 

Journal  relating 
to  the  German 
work. 

Referred. 

Journal  on 

boundarie& 
Referred. 


noethwesterk 
Indiana. 

Class-meetings. 
Referred. 
Slavery. 
Referred. 


Publisliing 
house  in    Chi- 
cago. 

Referred. 


North  Indiana 
Journal   on 
Slavery. 


Wisconsin. 
Slavery. 
Council  Hill. 
Referred. 
Division  of  Con- 
ference. 
Referred. 


Rook  Rivt.r. 
TV.  J.  Smith  on 

lost  money. 
Referred. 
Journal   on 

boundaries. 
Referred. 


North  Ohio. 
Journal 
boundaries. 
Referred. 
Slavery. 
Referred. 

Finance. 
Referred. 


Cincinnati. 

Journal  on  the 
increase  of  sala- 
ry of  preachers. 


which,  together  with  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  South- 
eastern Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  matter, 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  Also,  on 
motion  of  B.  F.  Crary,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Indi- 
ana Conference  as  relates  to  the  German  work  was  referred 
to  the  same  committee. 

On  motion  of  W.  C.  Smith,  so  much  of  th^' Journal  of 
the  Indiana  Conference  as  relates  to  boundaries  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Northwestern  Indiana  Conference. — G.  M.  Boyd 
presented  a  memorial  from  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Con- 
ference on  the  subject  of  Class-meetings,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  also,  a  report  on  Slavery 
from  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Conference,  which  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  William  Graham  pre- 
sented a  memorial  from  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Confer- 
ence in  relation  to  a  Publishing  House  in  Chicago,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

North  Indiana  Conference. — On  motion  of  0.  V. 
Lemon,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  North  Indiana  Con- 
ference as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Wisconsin  Conference. — P.  S.  Bennett  presented  a 
memorial  on  Slavery  from  Council  Hill  Circuit,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery;  also,  a  memorial 
presented  by  C.  Hobart  on  Division  of  Conference,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Rock  River  Conference. — A  memorial  from  W.  J. 
Smith,  relating  to  loss  of  moneys  belonging  to  the  Book 
Concern,  was  presented  by  John  Morey,  and  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.  On  motion  of  R. 
Haney,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  Rock  River  Conference  as 
relates  to  Boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

North  Ohio  Conference. — On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro, 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  and  so  much  as  relates  to 
Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Power,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as 
refers  to  Finance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Tempo- 
ral Economy. 

Cincinnati  Conference. — On  motion  of  William  Young, 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  increase  of  the  Salary 
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of  Preachers  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal     May5  1S5C. 

r         J  Eelerred. 

Economy,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  slavery. 

the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  A.  Lowry,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  re-  Quarterage 

lates  to  the  Discipline,  in  regard  to  Quarterage  Claims,  was  Refelred. 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy ;  also,  so  ^;;°p^e*^''°''°°' 

much  as  relates  to  the  Sabbath-school  paper  was  referred  e^'[[ege'^foi.  coi- 

to  the  Committee  on  Sabbath 'Schools;  also,  so  much  as  ^'■y'^^j"*^- 
relates  to  a  College  for  Colored  People  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Education. 

Michigan  Conference. — On  motion  of  E.  H.  Pilcher,  MicmoAN. 

so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  slavery. 

the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  Bound-  boundaries 

aries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Ecferred. 

On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  appeal  of  L.  D.  Harlan  ^E'„°''niad!; 

was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  morning  after  ^{J^    ^^^y"'  ^ll 

the  reading  of  the  Journal.  mornin^r 

The  committee  appointed  to  provide  a  more  commodious  Eeport  of  com- 

place  for  our  daily  sessions,  made  their  report,  which  was,  cure    a  more 

on  motion,  postponed  tor  the  present.  place  lor  Con- 

On  motion,  C.  Hobart,  of  Wisconsin  Conference,  was  ex-  sion".*'*'      ^**' 


cused  from  serving  as  a  delegate  for  the  remainder  of  the  ^    „  , 

°  °          .  C.    Hobart    cx- 

session,  and  H.  Requa  presented  his  credentials  as  a  reserve  cased  for  the 

,   ,  ...  ,  T  ,  11.  1  remainder      of 

delegate,  which  were  read  ;  and  he  took  his  seat,  and  was,  on  the      session, 

motion,  appointed  to  the  several  committees  instead  of  C.  admitted  ^"^^a 

Hobart.  '''''''''^ 

Iow.\   Conference. — On  motion  of  Joseph  Brooks,  so  Iowa. 

much  of  the  Journals  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Boundaries  Boundaries  and 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries,  and  so  much  Eeferred 
as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

Southeastern  Indiana   Conference. — On   motion  of  Southeabtkeh 

C.  W.  Ruter,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  sub-  Journal     on 

ject  of  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bound-  slavery!  ^*  "^ 

aries,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  ^®''^"®^- 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

F.  C.  HoUiday  presented  a  memorial  from  Lawrenceburgh  snnday-schooi 

Station,    on    constituting    Sabbath-school    Superintendents  fX"°'*°^' 

members  of  quarterly  conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  deferred. 

Committee  on  Revisals ;  also,  a  memorial  from  preachers  of  luppoJt."^ 

Lawrenceburgh  District  Association,  on  the  subject  of  Minis-  ^aTrenL''**™ 

terial  Support ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ■^^^^;.^ 
Temporal  Economy. 
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May  5,  1856.  SOUTHERN    ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. J.  B.  CorringtOTl  prC- 

Nois.    *  sented  a  memorial  from  the   Sabbath-school  Convention  of 

Superintend-  Alton   District,   on  the  subject  of  making  Sabbath-school 

Memorial  Superintendents  members  of  quarteriy  meeting  conference, 

day'"schooi^"°"  ^^^  't  w^s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.     Also,  a 

S'ton^Di3"rict'  memorial  from   Pulaski  Mission,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 

Referred.  an,j  \i  ^33  referred  to  the  Committee  on    Slavery,  and  so 

Pu^WMission.  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  was 

fere™ce!°^*'°°'  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Eeferred.  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. — On  motiou  of  Peter  Cartwriffht, 

Illinois. 

Journal  on  Slav-  SO  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Slavery  vras  referred  to 

Eeferred.  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Appeal  of  D.  J.  On  motion  of  Peter   Cart\vrio:ht,  the  appeal  of  D.  J% 

Snow       made  „                            ,       ,             ,          ,    ,       ,        /.      ,tt    1         1 

the  order  of  the  Snow  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  morn- 

nesday  mom-  ing  immediately  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal. 

"^'  On  motion  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  so  much  of  the  Illinois 
Conference  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Central  Christian  Advo- 
cate was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

MissomtL  Missouri  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  H,  Hopkins, 

Journal    on   a  so  much  of  the  Joumal  of  the  Missouri  Conference   as  re- 
Kansas       and  1    XT  1        1        /-.      c 
Nebraska  Con-  latcs  to   a  Ivansas  and   Nebraska  Conference,  and    to  the 

Boundaries  and  German  work,  and  to  the  Missouri  Conference  Boundary,  was 

■work.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

efeiTcd^  Bishop   Baker  introduced  to  the   Conference  his  Excel- 

Wright  intro-  lency  Joseph  A.  Wright,  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  In- 
diana. 

Baltimore.  BALTIMORE    CONFERENCE. On    motiou    of    H.    Sliccr,    SO 

"^Boundaries.  much  of  the  Joumal  of  the  Baltimore  Conference  as  relates 

Referred.  ^  ^^  subject  of  Boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

on  Boundaries, 

PniLADELPinA.  Philadelphia  Conference. — J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a 

Revised  Consti-  .,/-<          ..            /.i         •»••••                 r^      •            o             i 

tution  of  the  revised  Constitution  of  the   Missionary   Society,  from  the 

ciety.""*'^  **"  Board  of  Managers  of  said  society,  and  it  was  referred  to 
^*"*  the  Committee  on  Missions.  Also,  a  majority  and  a  mi- 
Conference   re-  nority  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause  of  the 

Tract  Cause.  Philadelphia  Conference,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
e  erre  .  mittee  on  the  Tract  Cause.  Also,  a  memorial  from  the  Phil- 
Changes  of  the  adelphia  Conference  on  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it 
^^ed.°^'  ■was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  Also,  a  me- 
^teracy"^     in  niorial  from  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  So- 

<5erniany.  c\Qij,  relating  to  the  publishing  agency  in  Germany,  and  it 

Letter  accredit-  ^gg  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.     Also,  a  letter 

ing  the  Rev.  L.  _      _    .,        ,               1  •      ,      i 

8.  Jacoby.  accrediting  Rev.  L.  S.  Jacoby  to  this  body.     Also,  a  peti- 
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tion  from  the  missionaries  in  Germany,  praying  for  the  or- 
ganization of  a  Mission  Annual  Conference  in  Germany,  and 
also  for  aid  from  the  Book  Concern,  to  publish  books  in 
Germany;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
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May  5,  1856. 
German  Annual 

Conference. 
Keferred. 
Aid     from    the 

Book  Concern. 
Kefei-red. 


Bishop  Baker  introduced  L.  S.  Jacoby,  Superintendent 
of  Missions  in  Germany,  to  the  Conference. 

Baltimore  Conference. — Henry  Slicer  presented  a  me- 
morial from  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
East  Baltimore  Station,  in  relation  to  boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

New-England  Conference. — A  memorial  on  Slavery 
from  Ipswich,  New-England  Conference,  was  presented  by 
L.  H.  Thayer ;  and  it  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery.  Also,  a  memorial  on  the  same  subject  from 
Whittonsville  Station.  Also,  one  on  the  same  subject  from 
Weston ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Minor  Raymond  presented  a  memorial  from  Greenfield  ; 
also,  one  from  Princeton  Station  ;  also,  one  from  Townsend 
Station ;  all  relating  to  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  committee  on  that  subject.  Also,  sundry  memorials 
from  the  New-Englatid  Conference,  asking  various  changes 
in  the  Discipline ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Revisals.  Also,  a  memorial  from  the  New-England 
Conference,  in  relation  to  dividing  the  missionary  work,  so 
that  there  shall  be  a  Foreign  and  a  Home  Department,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  Also,  a  me- 
morial from  the  New-England  Conference  on  Slavery  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Roxburj',  New-England  Conference ;  also,  one  on  the  same 
subject  from  Hubbardston  Station,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Providence  Conference. — Daniel  Wise  presented  a 
memorial  from  Duxbury,  Providence  Conference,  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

P.  T.  Kenney  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Mansfield  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

On  motion  of  S.  W.  Coggeshall,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
of  the  Providence  Conference  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  re- 
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Eer.  L.  S.  Jaco- 
by introduced. 

Baltimoke. 

Memorial       on 
boundaries, 
from  East  Bal- 
timore. 

Referred. 


New-England 
Memorials      on 

Slavery     from 

Ipswich. 


Whittonsville. 

Weston. 

Referred. 


Memorials  on 
Slavery  from 
Greenfield. 

Princeton. 

Townsend. 

Referred. 

Conference  me- 
morials on  the 
ch.inges  in  tho 
Discipline. 

Dividing  the 
mission  work 
into  Home  and 
Foreign  De- 
pai'tments,  and 
on  Slavery. 

Referred. 


Memorials  ov 
Slavery,  from 
Roxbury  and 
Hubbardston. 

Referred. 


Prottdence. 
Memorial       on 

Slavery     from 

D'uxbury. 
Referred. 


Memorial  from 
Mansfield  on 
Slavery. 

Referred. 

Journal  on 

Slavery  and 
Tract  cause. 

Referred. 
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May  5, 1866.  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery  ;  and  so  much  as  relates 
to  the  Tract  cause  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ou  the 
Tract  Cause, 
Memorials  on  George  M.  Carpenter  presented  memorials  on  the  subject 
fSier^iiieT*™  of  Slavery  from  Fisherville,  from  Pawtucket,  and  from  Scit- 
Sdtuate'^*''''""^  uatc,  severally,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Eeferred.  Slavery. 

New-Jersey.  New-Jersev  CONFERENCE. — John  M'Clintock  presented 

Journal   on   di-  .  ^ 

vision  of  Con-  the  action  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  on  the  subject  of 

On    irrepuiari-  division  of  the  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

keu,    and   on  mittee  On  Boundaries.     Also,  a  memorial  from  the  New- 

bapUzed'chiid-  Jersey  Conference,  relating  to  certain  irregularities  existing 

Church"     ^^^  ^t  Hoboken,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 

Eeferred.  erancy.     Also,  a  memorial  from  New-Jersey  Conference  on 

the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church,  and  it  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

4tokeie/mJe  O^  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  appeal   of  Nehemiah 

day  tor*Fri(tey  Stokeley,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  was  made  the  or- 

nioming.  (jgj.  ^f  \\^^  d^y  for  Friday  morning. 

^hrTruL^s^rf  •"^^'^^  M'Clintock  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Trustees 

the  Metropoii-  of  the  proposed  Metropolitan  Church,  and  it  was  referred*  to 

Eeferrcd.  a  special  committee  of  five. 

^^r^ltog^^Ei-  Samuel  Y.  Monroe  presented  a  memorial  from  W.  R. 

Berereed  Freeman,  and  eight  others,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding 

Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

■'^^sHiEK^'  New-Hami'shire  Conference. — Newel  Culver  presented 

^^^•er''^^  from  ^  memorial  from  Claremont  District  Preachers'  Association ; 

CiaremontDis-  aJgo  one  from  Keene  Station ;  also  one  from  North  Charlestown 

trict  Preachers 

Association,       Station  :  and  one  from  Lebanon  Station,  all  on  the  subject  of 

Keene,    North  '  i-         -t         ^      A  •  ni 

Charlestown,  Slavery ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Referred.        '  Newel  Culver  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Claremont 

thr^p^resicUng  District  Preachers'  Association,  and  one  from  Winchester, 

from'^*'^' Clare-  both  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership ;  and  they 

Preache?i' As-  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

wiiiSer!^'^  New-York  Conference.— On  motion  of  Phineas  Rice, 

ilw'^YoRK.  ^°  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Smith  Arnold  Fund 

Journal  relating  -^^,^3  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  seven ;  also  so  much 

to    the    Smith  ^  •  '/.     i  ■  « 

Arnold  Fund,     of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  the  extension  of  the  time  of 

Referred.  .  ^.        .  in-  «.         i 

Journal  relating  ministerial  service  on  Circuits  and  Stations,  was  rererred  to 

sion  of  time  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  also  a  memorial  from  Brooklyn, 

minis  eria  ser-  j^^^^  Island,  from  J.  T.  Hildreth,  on  the  use  of  tobacco, 

Memo^riai  on  the  which  was,  at  the  instance  of  P.  Rice,  referred  to  the  Com- 

E'eferrer'^"-  mittee  on  Slavery. 
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On  motion  of  Phineas  Rice,  the  appeal  of  Eli  Denniston,  ^f^'^J^'^\ 
of  the  New-York  Conference,  was  made  the  order  of  the  D;^«\^to"^^^^^ 
day  for  to-morrow  morning,  after  the  reading  of  the  Journal,    of  the^^^«y  ^r 

Troy  Conference. — On  motion  of  Andrew  Witherspoon,     morning. 
so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Troy  Conference  as  relates  to  J«o^^^^^  ^^  ^^^^ 
Slavery  was  referred  to   the   Committee   on   Slavery ;   so  jery.^^  _^  ^^^ 
much  as  relates  to  changes  in  the  Discipline,  to  the  Committee    Discipline  and 
on   Revises,   and  so   much  of  the   Journal  as  relates  to  Referred, 
boundaries  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Barnes  M.  Hall  presented  a  memorial  from  East  Chatham,  ^^^'^iies" 
on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ^from  a^atham. 
Boundaries. 

D.  P.  Hulburd  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  ^ernomi  ^^  wi 
Monkton,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery,     ^l^^^^^""' 

Michigan   Conference. — William   H.  Brockway   pre-  Michigan. 
sented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  the  ^emomis  ^^^on 
counties  of  Jackson  and  Eaton  Rapids,  one  from  Parma    •^'^^p'^j^^^^'lf^'^p'i. 
Circuit,  and  one  from  Tompkins  and  Spring  Port,  all  on  the    |Jj,^^„  p^^.^^n'^ 
subject  of  Slavery ;  and  they  were  referred  to  the  committee  Referred. 
on  that  subject. 

On  motion,  it  was  agreed  to  hold  an  afternoon  session,  ^^e^^^o'*^  ^^s- 
commencing  at  3  o'clock. 

J    M.   Jamison,   of   the    Ohio    Conference,    asked    and  J.  M.  Jamison 

"•     "^    *  '  .  has    leave    of 

obtained  leave  of  absence  till  Thursday  morning,  on  account    absence      till 

Thursday 

of  sickness  in  his  family.  morning. 

The  Book  Agents  at  New- York  presented  their  quadren-  ^gP^^^^^J^^^'^/t 
nial  report,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Committee    New- York. 

r-r-,       -r.  J  7  •     T  T  Kcad    and    re- 

on  the  Book  Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  L.J  ferred. 

At  five  minutes  before  12  A.  M.,  it  was  agreed  that  the  session  pro- 
present  session  be  prolonged  till  adjourned  on  motion. 

On  motion  of  S.  D.  Simonds,   the  original  documents  Documents  re- 

TT     T    -T-.      1      1  lating    to    the 

referred  to  in  the  Report  of  the  New-York  Book  Agents,    California 

^  ,.,.       .        .  T  i?         1    X      ii_        Christian    Ad- 

relatinff  to  the  California  Advocate,  were  reierred  to  the    vocate. 

,      _,      ,     „  Referred. 

Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

The  Chairmen  and  Secretaries  of  the  Standing  Commit-  Chairmen  and 
tees  were  announced  as  follows,  namely :  tbe    standing 

Committees, 
On  Episcopacy. 

John  Kennaday,  N.  Y.  East  Conference,  Chairman. 

Elijah  H.  Pilcher,  Michigan  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Itinerancy. 

Norval  Wilson,  Baltimore  Conference,  Chairman. 

William  F.  Wilson,  Erie  Conference,  Secretary. 
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On  Boundaries. 

Thomas  Carlton,  Genesee  Conference,  Chairman. 

William  H.  Pearne,  Wyoming  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Slavery. 

Minor  Raymond,  New-England  Conference,  Chairman. 

Daniel  Wise,  Providence  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  the  Book  Concern. 

George  Peck,  Wyoming  Conference,  Chairftian. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Ohio  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Missions. 

William  Hamilton,  Baltimore  Conference,  Chairman. 

William  C.  Hoyt,  N.  Y,  East  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Education. 

Edward  Thomson,  North  Ohio  Conference,  Chairman. 

Joseph  E.  King,  Vermont  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  the  Tract  Cause. 

James  Floy,  New- York  East  Conference,  Chairman. 

Charles  N.  Smith,  New-Hampshire  Conf.,  Secretary. 
On  Sunday  Schools. 

Seymour  Van  Dusen,  New- York  Conference,  Chairman. 

John  M.  Reid,  New- York  East  Conference,  Secretary. 
On  Revisals  and  Unfinished  Business. 

John  McClintock,  New-Jersey  Conference,  Chairman. 

Wellington  H.  Collins,  Michigan  Conf.,  Secretary. 
On  motion.  Conference  adjourned  at  twenty  minutes  past 
12  o'clock. 
Benediction  by  Bishop  Baker. 

Monday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Ames 

in  the  chair.     The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted 

by  Henry  W.  Reed,  of  the  Iowa  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  reading  of  the  Journal  of  the  forenoon  was 

postponed  till  to-morrow  morning. 

Memorial     of       W".  D.  R.  Trotter  asked  permission  to  refer  an  unfinished 

Committel  of   memorial  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  Chris- 

Christian^'Ad-   tian  Advocate  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  when 

E^n^'d.  finished,  and  on  motion,  permission  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted,  namely : 

Book  Agents,ed-        Resolved,  That  such  of  the   Book  Agents,  editors  of  General 

itors,  &c.,  in-  Conference  papers,  and  representatives  of  the  American  Bible  So- 

Tlted  to  seats  ciety,  as  are  not  delegates,  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar 

wathinthebar.  ^f  tfc  Conference. 


Adjournment. 
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The  Report  of  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern,      ^^ay  5, 1866. 

^  "  ,  1        /.  1  1         Report    of    the 

•with  an  accompanying  exhibit,  was  read,  and  referred  to  the    Agents  of  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.    [For  Report  and  Exhibit,     coucern. 

.  T     -Ki-\  Bead  and  refer- 

see  A2ij>e7Utix  M.J  red. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati  was  read,   ^gP°^'^Cominh> 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.    [For    teeoftiieWcst- 

*-  ern  Book  Con- 

Report,  see  Appendix  N.l  cern. 

£.       '  _    ^  1  ,.    ,      -r>      1    ^  '.i         c    Eea^l  andrefer- 

John  H.  Power,  as  a  member  of  the  Book  Committee  ot  red. 

the  Western  Book  Concern,   presented   a  minority  report,  ^nXty^of  Bwk 

which  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  ^['^"'"^^'l^tern 

Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  0.]  j^ook  Cj^ncern. 

Bishop  Ames  introduced  to  the  Conference  Squire  Grey  ferred. 

Eyes,  who  was  among  the  first  fruits  of  the  Wyandot  Mis-  ^yl^     intxo^  , 

ducod. 

sion. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  at  New-York  was  ^epovt  of  tho 

•I  _  Book  Commit- 

read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern ;    tee  at   New- 
except  so  much  as  refers  to  the  Tract  cause,  which,  together  Read  and  refer- 

red 

with  so  much  of  the  report  of  the  AVestern  Book  Concern 
as  relates  to  the  same  subject,  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Tract  Cause.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  P.] 

New- York  East  Conference. — A  memorial  from  the  N.  Tokk  East. 
First  Church,  New-Haven,  New- York  East  Conference,  on  Memorial  from 
extending  the  time  of  ministerial  service,  was  presented  by  church'^'^  New- 
John  Kennaday,  with  a  request  that  it  be  read ;  and  a  motion  J^*j?^'  °°^  ^l 
was  made  that  it  be  not  read,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  tg°|^,°ervice*" 
and  the  memorial  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  Referred. 
on  Itinerancy. 

California  Conference. — A  memorial  from  the  Pub-  California. 

lishing  Committee  of  the  California   Christian  Advocate,  -^rrPubiishTn™ 

with    accompanying  documents,   was   presented   by  J.  D.  Se™™af^ornia 

Blain,  and   referred   to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-  ^oJ^te*°  ^^' 

cern.  Referred. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Journal  relating 

Cahfornia  Conference  as  relates  to  the  California  Christian  Christian  Ad- 

Advocate  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con-  suvery.^" 
cern ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Slavery.  a  memorial  on 

Maine  Conference. — A  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Elder-  EMersWp  from 

ship,  from  Augusta,  was  presented  by  Stephen  Allen,  and  jj^J(f."|^"" 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy;  also  by  the  same.  Memorials     on 

a  memorial  from  Buxton,  and  one  from  Augusta,  and  one  Buxton,    a™ 

from  Bridgeton  and  Naples  Circuit,  on  Slavery,  and  they  ton^^'and":!!- 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  deferred. 
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Msy  5, 1856.  Vermoxt  Coxference. — W.  J.  Kidder  presented  a  rue- 

Memorhii'  from  movial  Oil  Slavery  from  Middlesex  Station,  and  it  was  referred 

Bkverr''   "°  ^^  t^®  Committee  on  Slavery. 

EeferreA  Black  River  Coxferexce. — A.  J.  Phelps  presented  a  pe- 

Metn^'o^riarfrom  tition  relating  to  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Weedsport,  and 

^r  Prus7diu°  ^*  ^^^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.     On  motion 

Eldership.  Qf  A..  J.  Phelps,  SO  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery 

Journal  on  Slav-  ■yyas  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 
Keierred.  F.  H.  Stantori  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly 

Memorials  from     „       .  c    i        .  /~\^         ^     ^T' 

Watertown  re-  Conference  of  the  Arsenal-street  Church,  W  atertown,  relating 
ards^  and* to  to  Stewards,  which  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
EefcrrecC  visals.     From  the  same  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  a  me- 

morial on  Slavery,  and  one  also  from  the  lay  members  of 
^  Watertown  on  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  that  subject. 
East  Mainb,.  East  Maixe  Coxferexce. — On  motion  of  L.  L.  Knox,  so 

^oml3yon&\!l^'-  ^^^Yi.  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 
Eeferred.  Committee  on  Slavery. 

PiTTSBUBGH  PITTSBURGH  Coxferexce. — On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird,  so 

Journal  relating  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  the  division  of  the  Confer- 
to  a  division  of  n         •,  ^      n  •  -r>  i      •  i 

conference,  to  eucB  was  reteiTed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  so  much 

sion     district,  as  relates  to  a  German  mission  district  was  referred  to  the 

ta'referred.^^'^'   Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the 

subject    of   Slavery    was    referred    to  the    Committee   on 

Slavery. 

Memorial  from  Samuel  Wakefield  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Pitts- 
Conference  on  burgh  Conference,  relating  to  a  division  of  the  Conference, 

Kefewedr* "       and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Wyoming.  Wyomixg   Coxferexce. — On    motion    of  William   n. 

Journal  relating  Pearne,  SO  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was 

to  Slavery.  „  ,  ,       ^  .  r,, 

Eeferred.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Egjj.  Erie   Coxferexce. — On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  so 

Journal  relating  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Boundaries  was  refeiTed  to 

to    Boundaries 

^and  Slavery.      the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  and  so  much  as  relates  to 

the  subject  of  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Slavery. 

^^enna  Dte^       ^'  ^'  3*^^'°^  presented  a  memorial  from  Ravenna  Dis- 

^^^  2"^,  ''i"'  trict  on  a  division  of  the  Conference,  and  it  wa.s  referred  to 

sion  of  Confer-  .  ' 

enoe.  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Eeferred.  r^  •  o   t  i^     ■, 

Oneida.  Oxeida  Coxferexce. — On  motion  ot  Isaac  Parks,  so 

to  Slavery.    "  much  of  the  Joumal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the 

Menwriai  from  Committee  on  Slavery. 

sSvery.'^*    *"^  Charles  Starr  presented  a  memorial  from  Columbus  on 


Eeferred. 
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Slavei-y,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  tliat  sub-     ^^y  5-  1S56. 

ject.  ^'^^'^"^'^- 

East    Genesee    Coxference. — On    motion    of   Jonas  East  Genesbb. 
Dodge,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of     to  Slavery. 
Slavery  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Calvin  S.  Coats  presented  a  memorial  from  Troy  District  ^Tr"""^''i)istr^°t 
on  I^oundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  on  Boundaries. 
Boundaries. 

A  memorial  on  Lay  Representation  was  presented  by  F.  G.  Memorial  on 
Hibbard,  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.        ation. 

r\  •  c         •    •  T^    1  Keterred. 

Oregon  Conference. — On  motion  of  William  Roberts,  Obbgox. 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  publishing  of  a  Pa-    lishingaPaper, 

per  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  ;  EeferreO.  ''^^'^" 
and  so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  M.  Trimble,  the  ^"'°'  , 

'  Journal  on 

resolutions  of  the  Ohio  Conference  on  Slavery  were  referred     slavery  and 

Boundaries. 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  Referred, 
relates  to  boundaries   was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

Indiana  Conference. — On  motion  of  H.  S.  Talbot,  so  Indiana. 

iz-tT  m  /»T-.-TT-iii  Journal  relating 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  omce  or  Presiding  Eld-    to  the   Presi- 
er,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on    Itinerancy,  and  so    and"  to  ciass- 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Class-meetings  was  refer-  E^fen-e'ef. " 

red  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  and,  on  motion  of  W.  "^stoating  a^aZt 
C.  Smith,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  remonstrates  against    tmn°of"uiiais- 

extending  the  term  of  ministerial  service  on   circuits   and  -^l^j.  *®''^'^<='^*- 
stations,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Wisconsin  Conference. — On  motion  of  I.  M.  Leihy,  so  ^uTnXdktin- 
much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the    to  slavery. 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

The  appeal  of  Jonathan  M.  Snow  was  made  the  order  of  the  if^fwinadet^e 
day  for  next  Wednesday  week,  in  the  morning.  fo'^^^n'^e°x "wed^ 

Rock  River  Conference. — On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,    nesday  week. 

80  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  journal  relaUng 

the  Committee  on  Slavery*  Referred!'^' 

North  Ohio  Conference. — On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  Nortu  Ohio. 

80  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  an  annual  election  of  '\7Thl  "^an^nua^ 
Stewards  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  stewaTds"^ 

James  Wheeler  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  S.  Kalb  Memwfaionthe 
and  others  on  the  subject  of  Baptism ;  and  it  was  referred     s.i*>i«^'^'  of  ^'^v- 

to  the  Committee  Oii  Revisals.  Referred. 

Henry  E.  Pilcher  presented  remonstrances  from  the  Quar-  Remonstrances 
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May  5, 1856. 
on  the  subject 
of  Boundaries, 
from  Delaware 
and  South  Del- 
aware. 
Hefencd, 


Cincinnati. 

Memorial  from 
"West  Liberty 
on  Boundaries. 

lU'ferred. 


PlTTSBUKGn. 

Appeal  of  I.  N. 
McAbee  made 
the  order  of  the 
day  for  next 
Tuesday  week. 

Cincinnati. 

Journal  relating 
to  Finance. 
Keferred. 


Baltlmoee. 

Memorial  from 
colored  mem- 
bers of  Sharp- 
street  and  As- 
bury  Stations. 
Keferred. 


Members  mov- 
ing a  reference 
of  any  part  of 
the  Journal  of 
an  annual  con- 
ference, to  fur- 
nish a  copy  to 
the  committee. 

PmLADELPnlA. 

Memorial  of  Jo- 
seph Castle  on 
Boundaries. 
Keferred. 


New-England. 

Memorials  from 
the  several 
charges  on 
Springfield 
District. 
Referred. 

Special  commit- 
tees announced. 

Committee  to 
respond  to  the 
Address  of  the 
British  Confer- 
ence. 

Committee  on 
Trials  and  Ap- 
peals. 


Committee  on 
Pastoral  Ad- 
dress. 


tJrly  Conferences  of  Del.'^ware  Station,  and  South  Delaware 
Circuits,  against  any  change  of  conference  Hnes,  by  which 
those  two  charges  shall  be  thrown  into  different  conferen- 
ces; and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Bounda- 
ries, f 

CixciNNATi  Conference. — George  W.  Walker  presented 
a  petition  from  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
of  West  Liberty,  North  Ohio  Conference,  on  Boundaries ;  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject. 

Pittsburgh  Conference. — On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird, 
the  appeal  of  I.  N.  McAbee,  was  made  the  order  of  the  day 
for  next  Tuesday  week,  in  the  morning. 

Cincinnati  Conference. — On  motion  of  William  Young, 
so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference  as  re- 
lates to  finance  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy. 

Baltimore  Conference. — John  A.  Collins  presented  a 
memorial  from  the  colored  members  of  Sharp-street  and 
Asbury  Stations,  Baltimore,  asking  to  be  permitted  to  form 
a  Conference  among  themselves ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Colored  Membership  of  our  Church. 

On  motion,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  a  member  moving 
the  reference  of  any  item  of  the  Journal  of  his  Conference  to 
a  committee,  to  furnish  a  copy  of  the  item  to  the  chair- 
man of  the  said  committee. 

Philadelphia  Conference. — William  McCombs  pre- 
sented a  communication  from  Joseph  Castle,  presiding  elder 
of  the  North  Philadelphia  Distnct,  Philadelphia  Conference, 
on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries. 

New-England  Conference. — T.  Marcy  presented  me- 
morials on  Slavery  from  the  several  charges  on  Springfield 
District,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

The  following  special  committees  were  announced  by  the 
chair,  namely : 

Committee  to  respond  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Con- 
ference: John  P.  Durbin,  J.  M.  Trimble,  F.  G.  Hibbard, 
Stephen  Allen,  Thomas  B.  Sargent. 

Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals :  James  Porter,  T.  J. 
Thompson,  WiUiam  Reddy,  J.  M.  Jamison,  H.  W.  Reed, 
S.  D.  Brown. 

Committee  on  Pastoral  Address :  Alfred  GriflSth,  E.  G. 
Wood,  L.  W.  Berry,  R.  S.  Rust,  I.  N.  Baird. 
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Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates :  John  S.  Porter,   ^^*^J;^\^-^^ 
William  Cox,  and  I.  M.  Leihy.  Expenses     of 

TT  c^^•  A       A      T>  Delegates. 

Committee  on  Temperance :  Henry  Sheer,  A.  A.  Keese,   Committee    on 
L.  Hitchcock,  J.  B.  Merwin,  William  Rice,  William  Young,    '^«"'P^''^'"=«- 
Thomas  H.  Pearne. 

Committee  on  Temporal  Economy:  Heman  Bangs,  Elmore   S^^^^^'^^f    <"^ 
Yocum,  T.  Carlton,  A.  Poe,  J.  Van  Cleve,  P.  T.  Kenney,    Economy. 
C.  D.  Pillsbury. 

Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause :  Elias  Bowen,  Welling-   ^°'^™"%b'le 
ton  H.  Collins,  Alonzo  Webster,  Lorenzo  R.  Thayer,  George     Cause. 
R.  Crooks,  Hooper  Crews,  and  John  M.  Reid. 

Committee  on  the  Smith  Arnold  Fund  :  Zebulon  Phillips,   C'?'"™**®^    <«> 

'■  the  Smitn  Ar- 

A.  M.  Osbon,  J.  Floy,  William  A.  Wilmer,  J.  Cunningham,  noidEund. 
I.  N.  Felch,  John  Dennis. 

Committee  on  the  Education  of  Colored  Youth :  Cyrus  *^t*},^™^"uMtioS 

Brooks,  Z.  Connell,  Moses  Hill,  H.  E.  Pilcher,  M.  Dustin,  of  Colored 

'  '  '  Youth. 

F.  C.  Holliday,  R.  Boyd. 

Committee  on  Colored  Membership:  George  F.  Brown,   ^^""i^'^Mem- 
L.  B.  Gurley,  T.  J.  Quigley,  S.  V.  Blake,  J.  Drummond,  E.  E.     bersUip.  ' 
Griswold,  George  M.  Carpenter. 

*  Committee  on  Metropolitan   Church:    John  McClintock,   ^t°i,""ji"tropo°r- 
M.  Raymond,  J.  P.  Durbin,  J.  V.  Watson,  E.  Thomson.  tau  Church. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  Heman  Bangs 
and  adopted,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Temporal   Economy  inquire    Eesolution  rela- 
into  the  propriety  of  the  widows  of  deceased  bishops  beins;  paid     ting  to  the 

,     .         ,S     '^        '^.        ,1  ,1     .^    11       ,  •  1  manner  of  pay- 

their   allowance   m    the   same  way  that   the   bishops   are   now     ing  widows  and 
paid.  orphans  of  de- 

ceased bishops. 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned  at  three  quarters  past  Adjournment. 
five  o'clock.     Benediction  by  William  L.  Harris. 

TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  6th,  1856.  Maycisse. 

Conference  met  at  eight  o'clock,  and  was  opened  in  the 
usual  order  by  Robert  Boyd,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

Tho  Journal  of  yesterday,  both  morning  and  aflernoon 
sessions,  was  read,  amended,  and  approved. 

Brother  Lowry  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to  ^^"yf/^h.""'"'" 
admit  a  motion  for  a    change  of  reference   of  the  paper  ^pfper°ch8ir4i 
relating  to  the  establishing  of  the  college  for  colored  people  ; 
which  prevailed,  and  it  was  referred  to  a  special  committee 
on  that  subject. 
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May  6, 1856.         jo^^n  Barker,  of  Pittsburgh  Conference,  presented  his  cer- 

takes  his  Beat,  tificate  of  election,  and   took  his  seat  as  a  member  of  this 

General  Conference. 
Appeal   of  Eli       The  Order  of  the  day  was  taken  up,  and   the  appeal  of 

taken'^up  and  Eli  Denniston,  an  expelled  member  of  the  New-York  Con- 

entertained.  ference,  was,  on  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  entertained. 
Motion  to  have       A  motion  was  made  to  have  the  grounds  of  the  appeal 

the  grounds  of  i        -n       i 

the        appeal  stated.     Brother  G.  W.  Walker  moved  as  a  substitute  that 
the  Journals  of  the  New- York  Conference  touching  the  case 
be  read  ;  and  the  substitute  was  adopted. 
Journal  of  the       The  Journal  of  the  New- York  Conference  in  the  case  was 
Conference        then  read,  setting  forth  the  several  actions  of  the  Conference 
specification*'   relating  thereto.     The  charges  and  specifications  were  read, 
and^testimony    ^^^^^  ^j^j^j^  ^j^^  testimony  taken  before  the  New-York  Con- 
ference was  read. 
J.  H.  Perry  ap-       J.  H.  PcMT  appeared  and  addressed  the  Conference  in  be- 

pears    for    the          ,/.     »    ,  i, 

appeUant.  half  of  the  appellant. 

Afternoon    ses-       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved,  that  when 

we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  P.  M. 
A(Hjournment  Od-  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  Conference  adjourned  at  fiv» 

minutes  before  twelve  o'clock. 
Benediction  by  Dr.  Hannah. 

Tuesday  Afterxoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  George 
Peck,  of  the  Wyoming  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
J.  H.  Perry  re-  J.  H.  Perry  resumed  his  argument  on  the  behalf  of  the 
armament  appellant,  whose  case  was  before  the  Conference  at  the  time 
A.  M.  Osbon  of  adjournment.  A.  M.  Osbon,  as  the  representative  of 
the^New-York  the  New-York  delegation,  defended  the  action  of  the  Con- 
ConferenM^^  fereuce,  after  which  J.  H.  Perry  responded,  and  the  plead- 
closes        the  ings  closed. 

Delegate's  of  the  On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  the  delegates  of  the  New- 
Conferenc^  ex-  York  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from 
votin"     ^""^  voting  in  the  final  determination  of  this  case. 

The  following  resolution  was  then  submitted  by  Heman 
Banafs,  and  adopted,  namely  : 

Decision  of  the  *  '  ^  "^ 

Conference  re-  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  annual  conferences  in 
vereed.  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  of  the  New- York 
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Conference,  expelling  Eli  Denniston,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby      ^.lay  6, 1856. 
reversed. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Adjournment. 

Benediction  by  Israel  Chamberlayne. 


WEDNESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  T,  1856.        MayT.isoe. 

Conference  met   this  morning;   Bishop  Waugh  in   the 
chair. 

The  usual  reh'gious  services  veere  conducted  by  "Wilham 
Cooper,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  Avas  read  and  approved. 

The  President  presented  a  communication,  signed  by  two  ^  *'°'"i'°t°n'*to 

of  the  preachers  of  the  California  Conference,  relating  to  one  ^  member  of 

^  ,  '  »  the       General 

■  of  the  delesjates  in  this  body  from  that  Conference,  and,  on  Conference. 

.       .  "  Eeferred. 

motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  it  was  referred  to  a  committee  of  five. 

The  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  morning,  the  appeal  ^V*^^^y  ^^^^^ ''^* 

of  D.  J.  Snow,  an  expelled  member  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  Motion  to  lay  it 

'  ^  'on  the  table, 

was  called,  when  a  motion  was  made  by  J.  P.  Durbin  to  Lost. 

lay  the  special  order  of  the  day  on  the  table  for  the  present ; 

but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  appeal  was  taken  up.  Appeal     taken 

A  motion  was  made  by  F.  C.  Hollidav,  to  refer  this  case  Motion  to  refer 

.  ^  •     f     '  ^      r.  •  to  a  committee. 

to  a  committee  of  five,  to  prepare  it  for  Conference  action. 

J.  Z.  Nichols  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  refer  on  the  table  :  i^"'/',    ^^    ^^^ 

•'  '  table. 

and  the  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  the  appeal  was  admitted ;  Appeal    admi^ 

and  the  appellant  then  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal.  grounds  of  ap- 

The  Journal  of  the  Illinois  Conference,  touching  this  case,  journal  of'  ii- 

was  read  ;  after  which  James  Floy  'submitted  the  following  euc^reai"  ^'' 
preamble  and  resolution,  and  they  were  adopted,  namely : 

Inasmuch  as  the  records  of  the  trial  in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow 
are  imperfect ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  case  be  referred  back  to  the  Illinois  Con-  Case     referred 

ference  for  a  new  trial.  back  for  a  new 

trial. 

Bishop  Waugh  introduced  Rev.  Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  Rev.  Dr.  Eyer- 

Richard  Jones,  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Conference  Kkhard  Jo\tcs 

in   Canada.     Dr.  Ryerson    presented   the  Address  of  the  A^Wress Tf '  the 

Canada  Conference  to  this  body.     The  Address  was  read,  f^cTlfrS'ented 

after  which  Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  addressed  the  j^",g„^,*;^s'  f^^^ 

Conference  in  relation  to  the   interests  of  Methodism   in  Can»<\&      ad- 
dress the  Con- 
Canada.     [For   Address   of  the   Canada   Conference,   see  ference. 

Appendix  D.] 
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May  7, 1856.         Q   "w.  Ruter  submitted  a  series  of  resolutions,  ffreetine: 

Eesolutions'         ,i       ,-1         i-        1       ,1  ,  .  ,.        „  ,   ,  .        . 

erecting     the  the  Canadian  brethren,  and  providing  for  a  delegation  ft-om 
brethren,   and  this  body  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Canada  Conference  in 

providing  for  a    -loc-h 
delegation  xoo<. 

AmCTdmcK  ^  motion  was  made  by  W.  H.  Brockway,  to  so  amend 
Ite^ofon;.'""  ^^^  resolution  providing  for  a  delegation,  as  to  elect  three 
instead  of  one,  H.  Bangs  moved,  as  a  substitute  to  this 
amendment,  that  two  delegates,  instead  of  three,  be  elected. 
The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  amendment 
was  adopted.  The  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then 
adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

^CTeeUn""^  the  -^^s"^^*^.  1-  That  we  greet  most  cordially,  and  with  true 
Delegates  from  t)rotherly  affection,  Eev.  Brethren  Ryerson  and  Jones,  representa- 
Canada.  tives  of  the  Canada  Conference,  and  welcome  them  as  brethren 

beloved  from  that  branch  of  the  great  Methodist  family. 
A<''3ress  to    be        2.  Resolved,  That  the  Address  of  the  Canada  Conference  be  pub- 
pubhshed.  Ushed  in  the  several  General  Conference  papers. 

*ieDlv  tothe  ad-  '^-  ^<'«<''^«'^'  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  prepare  a 
dress.  '    suitable  address  in  behalf  of  this  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

Three  delegates        ^"  ^<'*''''^«^>  That  this  Conference,  some  time  during  its  present 
to  be  elected.      session,  elect  three  delegates  to  attend  the  session  of  the  Canada 
Conference  in  A.  D.  1857,  as  our  representatives,  and  bear  our 
friendly  greetings  to  that  body. 

Resolution     to       B.  M.  Hall  submitted  a  resolution,  providinc:  for  a  com- 

provide  for    a        .  .  .  *■  ° 

committee    to  mittee  of  five  to  nominate  nine  persons  to  be  voted  for  as 

nominate  can-     ^  ,  i       ^         1      ^      ^ 

didatesforeiec-  delegates  to  the  Canada  Conference. 

gates   to    the       M.  Dustin  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  Jive,  and  in- 

ence*'  *  ^°  ^^'  serting  "  one  from  each  Conference  ;"  but  the  amendment  was 

Proposed  laid  on  the  table, 
laid    on    the       F.  C.  Holliday  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table, 

table.  J  .1  .•  1     X 

Motion   to  lay  and  the  motion  was  lost, 
on^  the^  table!       The  original  resolution  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

Lost. 

Pwesolntion  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  nominate  nine 

adopted.  persons  to  be  voted  for  by  the  General  Conference,  as  delegates  to 

the  Canada  Wesleyan  Connection,  and  the  three  haying  the  high- 
est number  of  votes  to  be  the  delegates. 

Courtesies   and       John  Luccock  moved  that  the  same  courtesies  and  privi- 

te'ided^to  fhe  l^ges  that   Were  extended   to   the   "Wesleyan  delegates,  be 

Canacir  *^'°"'  extended  also  to  the  delegates  of  the  Canada  Conference. 

^TOtt  Md^Ca"       Bishop    Waugh   introduced   Rev.   Brethren    Scott   and 

ther  of  the  Irish  Cather,  deputies  from  the  Irish  Conference. 

<jonierencc  in-  '        '■ 

trodueed.  Mr.  Scott  presented  an  Address  from  the  Irish  Conference, 

irish*^  Confer-  The  Address  was  read,  after  which  the  deputies  addressed 
ISd're^''"*"^  the  Conference.     [For  Address,  see  Appendix  F.] 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  resolutions 
■were  adopted,  namely : 
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Resolved,  That  we  extend  a  most  cordial  greeting  and  welcome 
to  our  brethren  the  deputies  from  the  Irish  Conference  to  this 
body,  and  also  the  same  courtesies  and  privileges  as  were  extend- 
ed to  the  representatives  of  the  Britisli  and  Canada  Conferences. 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  seven  be  appointed  to  respond  to 
the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference,  presented  to  this  body  by  the 
delegates  thereof;  and  that  said  committee  also  report  to  this 
Conference  a  plan  for  the  furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  Irish 
delegation  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  papers  before  the  last 
General  Conference,  in  relation  to  an  Appeal  Conference, 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals. 

John  A.  Collins  presented  the  following  resolutions,  namely : 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Committee  on 
Slavery  and  the  Committee  on  Itinerancj' be,  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed,  to  mature  their  action  on  Slavery,  the  Presiding 
Elder  question,  and  the  proposition  to  continue  preachers  on  cir- 
cuits and  stations  for  a  longer  period  than  two  years,  and  report 
the  game  at  as  early  a  period  as  practicable  during  its  session. 

2.  Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  INIethodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  when  the  report 
comes  in,  cither  on  Slavery,  the  Presiding  Elder  question,  or  exten- 
sion of  time  of  preacher  in  an  appointment,  as  the  case  may  be,  it 
shall  be  the  special  order  of  the  day,  immediately  after  the  call  for 
petitions,  memorials,  appeals,  etc.,  and  shall  remain  so  each  succes- 
sive day,  as  a  standing  order  until  disposed  of:  that  is  to  say, 
whichever  of  the  above  subjects  is  first  reported  on  to  this  Confer- 
ence, shall  be  under  the  control  of  this  order,  until  action  is  had 
thereon :  and  so  of  the  two  others,  taking  precedence  as  the  re- 
ports respectively  come  in :  Provided,  that  nothing  in  this  re- 
solution shall  be  so  understood  or  construed,  as  to  conflict  with 
the  loth  rule  for  the  government  of  this  body. 

3.  Resolved,  By  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church,  in  Conference  assembled,  That  said  Committees 
shall  include  in  their  respective  reports  the  number  and  sex  of 
the  signers  of  the  various  memorials  and  petitions  presented  to 
the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  subjects  referred  to. 

The  first  resolution  Avas  read  and  adopted.  The  second 
resolution  was  read,  and  a  motion  was  made  to  lay  it  on 
the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  time  of  the  session, 
but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion,  the  second  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee,  ordered 
this  morning,  in  relation  to  the  communication  from  two 
preachers  of  the  California  Conference,  namely  : 

N,  J.  B.  Morgan,  Gardner  Baker,  Jarvis  Z.  Nichols,  Wel- 
lington H.  Collins,  and  William  Roberts, 

The    time    of    adjournment    having   come,    Conference 
closed  with  the  benediction  by  Dr.  Rverson. 
CC 


May  r,  1886. 
Eosolution 
greeting       the 
Irish     'deputa- 
tion. 

Committee 
ordered  to  re- 
spond to  the 
Address  of  the 
Irish  Confer- 
ence, &c. 

Documents  be- 
fore tho  last 
General  Con- 
ference on  an 
appeal  Confer- 
ence. 

Referred. 


Committees  on 
Slavery  and 
Itinerancy  to 
hasten  their  re- 
ports. 


Keports  on 

Slavery,  the 
Presiding  El- 
der question, 
and  on  extend- 
ing the  time 
of  ministerial 
service,  to  be 
under  a  special 
order,  till  the 
final  action 
shall  be  had. 


Committee  on 
the  communi- 
cation relating 
to  members 
of  the  Califor- 
nia Conference. 


AdjonrmneDt. 
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May  8, 1856» 

THURSDAY  MORNING,  MAT  8, 1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Morris  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services   were  conducted  by  W.  H. 
Brockway  of  the  Michigan  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  the  special  order  of  the  day 
was  suspended. 
L.    B.   Guriey       On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  in  pursuance  of  instruction 
er  changed  on  from  the  North  Ohio  Delegation,  Leonard  B.  Gurley  was 
commi  ees.       cj^auged  from  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy  ;  and  John  H.  Power  was  changed 
from  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 
Report  of  the       Edward  Thomson  presented  and  read  the  report  of  the 
of  the  Church   Commissioners  on  the  Church  suit  of  the  Western  Book  Con- 
WestfrTBook   ccm,  and  it,  with  accompanying  papers,  was  referred  to  the 
E^ad*^and  refer-  Committee  On  the  Book  Concern.     [For  Report,  see  Appen- 
^^^-  dix  Q.] 

Dr.  Hannah  re-       Dr.  Hannah    expressed   to  the   Conference    the   earnest 

quests  that  del-  .  -i-r...  //-,,.  •  •,. 

egates  be  sent   desu'e  of  the  British  Conference  to  receive  a  delegation  from 

to  the  British      ,  .     ,      ,  ,     .  •  •  i  ,  ,  ,• 

Conference.  this  body,  at  their  session,  either  next  year,  or  at  the  earliest 
convenient  period  thereafter. 

Statement  of  On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  a  Statement  of  the  agents  of 
to  book'depos^  Western  Book  Concern,  concerning  a  book  depository  and 
i^uis.  *'  ^''  a  paper  at  St.  Louis,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern.     [For  Statement,  see  Appendix  R.] 

Motion  to  take  John  A.  Collins  moved  to  take  up  the  resolution  under 
tton  lald'^^rthe  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment ;  but  the  motion 
lournment,  *'^"  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  104  to  56. 

„^      .     .  Bishop  Wauffh  presented  a  communication  from  the  Libe- 

Communication  r  o     i 

from     Liberia  j-ja  Annual  Conference,  and  on  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  it  was 

Annual  Confer-  .  -.r-     • 

ence.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  without  reading. 

New-Toek  New-York   East   Conference. — E.   E.    Griswold    pre- 

■^^■'-  sented  a  communication  from  the  New- York  East  Confer- 

Cominunication  .         ,     .  ,  ,,•••,  ^        ^     ^^  ^         ,,     • 

relating  to  the  encc,  m  relation  to  the  support  of  ministers  who  shall  lose  their 

fstefs"^  "vh'ose  health  in  foreign  fields  of  labor,  &c.,  and  it  was  referred  to 

fo^e^gn  fields."^  the  Committee  on  Missions  :  also  a  communication  from  the 

Eeferred  New-York  East  Conference,  in  relation  to  Boundaries,  and  it 

Alemorial       on 

Boundaries.       .^^g  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
Keferred. 

N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 

was  referred  the  communication  from  two  of  the  preachers 
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of  the  California  Conference,  in  relation  to  a  member  of  this     May  8, 1856. 
body,  reported  as  follows,  and  the  report  was  adopted : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  communication  from  Report  of  com- 
California,  respecting  S.  D.  Simonds,  have  had  the  same  under  con-  ^  "^j^j/'^'igtt"! 
sideration,  and  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  as  our  report.        ff^yj  California. 

The  communication  refers  to  affairs  in  which  Brother  Simonds 
appears  to  have  acted  with  the  knowledge  and  advice  of  his  pre- 
siding elder,  and  other  ministerial  brethren,  and  over  which  it  is 
our  opinion  this  General  Conference  has  no  jurisdiction. 
All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  W.  H.  Collinb, 

G-.  Baker,  William  Roberts. 

J.  Z.  Nichols, 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Walker,  the  special  order  of    -^P«ai  of  L.  D. 

the  day,  the  appeal  of  L.  D.  Harlan,  was  taken  up.  ui.. 

On  motion  of  John  H.  Power,  Conference  determined  to   Conference  to  sit 
.  .       .  /.     1  •  ^'"^        closed 

Sit  with  closed  doors  during  the  investigation  of  this  case,     doors. 

excepting,  however,  from  the  force  of  this  requirement,  travel- 
ing ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Brothers    Noble    and    Johnson     were    appointed    door-   Doorkeepers. 
keepers. 

On  motion  of  George  W.  Walker,  Moses  Brooks,  Esq.,  Moses  Brooks 
the  father  of  the  late  Mrs.  Sears,  whose  character  is  impli-  present^during 
cated  in  this  case,  was  permitted  to  be  present  during  the  appeaT'  "^  '^* 
trial  of  the  appeal. 

Bishop  Morris  stated  an  order  of  proceedings  in  cases  of  ^I^^l  °^  '^°^ 
appeal,  agreed  upon  by  the  bishops,  and  after  it  was  read    "''^'■'"• 
by  Bishop  Baker,  it  was  adopted  by  the  Conference  as  the 
order  to  be  observed  in  all  cases  of  appeal  to  this  body. 

The  order  is  as  follows,  namely : 

1.  Motion  to  take  up. 

2.  Motion  to  admit. 

3.  Appellant  state  the  grounds  of  his  appeal. 

4.  Read  the  charges,  specifications,  and  findings  of  the  case. 
6.  Reading  of  the  testimony. 

6.  Defense  of  the  appellant. 

7.  Reply  of  the  delegates. 

8.  Final  reply  of  the  appellant. 

9.  Decision  by  the  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  appeal  was  admitted.  "^5®*^   *'^'*" 

The  appellant  then  stated  the  grounds  of  his  appeal.  Grounds  of  ap- 

The  charges,  specifications,  and  finding  of  the  Conference,  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^,g_ 

together  with  a  notice  of  appeal,  were  read  from  the  Jour-  cations!     and 

,      ,    ,       „.      .  .  ^      „  finding  read. 

nal  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference.  Testimony    for 

The  testimony  in  behalf  of  the  prosecution  was  read,  and    the  prosecution 

the  testimony  of  the  defense  was  read  in  part,  when,  on  Testimony   for 

_,      /  T  ,  „  'the        defense 

motion.  Conference  adjourned  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o  clock    read  in  part. 
this  afternoon.  ^,^^°°"'^   ''^ 
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British  dele- 
gates to  preach 
on  Wednesday 
afternoon. 

Dr.  Hannah  at 
8  o'clock. 


Kev.  Mr.  Job- 
Bon  at  seven 
o'clock. 


A^ournment. 


Bishop  Waugli  announced  that,  in  pursuance  of  a  resolu- 
tion of  this  body,  the  representatives  of  the  Wesleyan  Con- 
nection in  Great  Britain,  on  consultation  with  the  bishops, 
had  designated  Wednesday  afternoon  at  three  o'clock,  as  the 
time  for  a  sermon  from  Dr.  Hannah  before  the  Conference, 
and  Wednesday  evening  at  half  past  seven  o'clock,  as  the 
hour  when  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  would  preach  before  the  Con- 
ference. The  services  on  both  these  occasions  to  be  in  Wes- 
ley Chapel. 

Conference  closed  with  singing  the  doxology,  and  the 
benediction  by  Israel  Chamberlayne. 


Thursday  Afteenoon. 


Appeal  of  L.  D. 
Uarlan  resum- 
ed. 

Testimony  read 
till  adjourn- 
ment. 


Special  Com- 
mittees an- 
nounced. 

Committee  to 
prepare  a  reply 
to  the  Address 
of  the  Canada 
Conference. 

Committee  to 
answer  the  Ad- 
dress of  the 
Irish  Confer- 
ence. 


Committee     to 
nominate   can- 
didates to  visit 
the    Canada 
Conference. 

Adjoarnment 


Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Janes 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Elias  Bow- 
en  of  the  Oneida  Conference.  The  Journal  of  this  morning 
was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  George  W.  AValker,  the  case  under  consid- 
eration at  the  time  of  adjournment  this  morning  was  taken 
up,  and  the  reading  of  testimony  continued  till  it  was  arrest- 
ed by  the  adjournment  of  Conference. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committees, 
namely : 

Committee  to  prepare  a  reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Cana- 
da Conference :  Calvin  Kingsley,  H.  Mattison,  E.  H.  Pilcher, 

D.  Wise,  and  George  Rutledge. 

Committee  to  answer  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference, 
and  to  devise  means  to  carry  out  the  object  of  their  mission : 

E.  Thomson,  J.  M'Clintock,  L.  Crowell,  F.  Hodgson,  H.. Crews, 
G.  Battelle,  and  L.  H.  King. 

Committee  to  nominate  candidates  to  visit  the  Canada 
Conference :  B.  M.  Hall,  C.  W.  Ruter,  W.  F.  Farrington, 
H.  Summers,  and  J.  Lewis. 

Conference  closed  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  with 
the  benediction  by  George  Peck. 


May  9, 1856. 


FRIDAT  MOENING,  MAY  9,  1856. 


Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John  S. 
Porter  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 
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The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon   was  read  and  ap-  '^'^^y  ^'  ^*56. 

•'  •'  '■  Apppai  of  L.  D. 

proved.  Harlan  re- 

On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  the  unfinished  business  of 
yesterday  was  taken  up,  and  the  reading  of  testimony  in  the 


sunud,  anil  the 
reading  of  the 
test  ill  ion  vcom- 
pletctL 

matter  of  L.  D.  Harlan  was  completed.  ''iiaving  beeTr"^ 


Thomas  H.  Pearne  said  that  he  had  been  requested  to    ^ort'this^^cie; 
port  th( 
jsired  to 
reporting. 


report  the  arguments  of  the  parties  in  this  case,  and  he    ^e^^f(.a",J;.e°(^ 
desired  to  know  the  will  of  the  Conference  in  relation  to    thcConference. 


Caso  laid  on  the 
table    for    the 


Motion  to  leave 
the  matter    to 

Whereupon,  M.  Raymond  moved  that  he  be  left  to  his  Laid  on  the  ta- 

own  discretion  ;  but  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table.  Appellant     ad- 

The  appellant,  L.  D,  Harlan,  addressed  the  Conference  till  confoence. 
near  the  hour  of  adjournment,  when,  on  motion  of  John 

A.  Collins,  the  case  was  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present.  sessfonprolong- 

On  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  till  the  Conferences  M^;„oriais   and 

can  be  called  for  the  presentation  of  memorials  and  petitions,  petitions    pie- 

New-Hampshire    Conference. — James   Thurston    pre-  n.  Hampsihrb. 

.                                   ^  Memorials      on 

sented  tour  memorials  on  Slavery,  to  wit :  one  from  South  slavery  from 
New  ^[arket ;  one  from  Garrettson-street  Station  ;  one  from  Market,  Gar- 
Greenland  Station ;  one  from  Dover ;  and  they  were  referred  Grceniandrand 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Eeft'Tre.d. 

Newel    Culver   presented  a  memorial  on    Slavery  from  ^^rery'  from 

Unity  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to   the  Committee  on  deferred 
Slavery. 

Troy  Conference. — k.  Witherspoon  presented  a  memo- 
rial on  Slavery  from  Union  Village,  and  it  was  referred  to  Unio'/vm'i^e! 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  ifemoHat     on 

S.  D.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  relating  to  Law  Ques-  Referrer"*"^" 

tions,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  LettcrftwifRlv 

New  York  East  Conference. — J.  B.  Merwin  presented  h  ciark  reiat- 

i  in  g  to  a  Court 

a  letter  from  Rev.  L.  Clark,  in  relation  to  a  Court  of  Trials  and  ^f  Trials   and 

Appeals. 

Appeals,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject.  Referred. 

'                                 ^                                         _                  .             /.  T     -i-x     T^i     .  Califoun'ia. 

California  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  so  Journal  relating 

much  of  the  Journal  of  the  California  Conference  as  relates  Referred.' ' 

to  Missions  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  Memorials     on 

Maine  Conference. — D.  B.  Randall  presented  five  me-  f^HH    ^™"* 


Tkoy. 
Memorial 


Industry,  Wil- 

morials  on  Slavery ;  one  from  Industry  Circuit ;  one  from  *°°'  -""J,^  ^^F^- 

Wilton  and  Temple  Circuit ;   one  from  Skowhegan ;  one  ^n-  ^'^'o".  a°d 

from  Solon,  and  one  from  Mercer,  and  they  were  referred  Referred. 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.     He  also  presented  a  remon-  against      any 

strance  from  Fayette  Circuit,  against  any  change  in  the  sys-  system  of  the 

tern  of  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  SrS"^  from 

mittee  on  Itinerancy.  ieferfed, 
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May  9, 1866.  VERMONT  CONFERENCE. — AloDzo  Webster  presented  two 

Memorials     on  memorials   on  Slavery  ;  one  from  Corinth,  and  one  from 

Corinth     Tnd  Pittsfield,  and   they   were   referred    to  the   Committee   on 

Eeferr^ed'.  Slavery.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Vermont  Con- 
boundaries  re^  ference  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
journai^reiatiD"  ^°  Boundaries.  Also,  on  motion  of  A.  Webster,  so  much  of 
^  Boundaries,  ^q  Joumal  of  the  Vermont  Conference  as  relates  to  the 

Keierrea. 

Jporna'  relating  subject  of  Boundaries,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

to  Slavery.  •■ 

Eeferred.  Boundaries,  and  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the 

subject  of  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Memorials     on  A.  G.  Button  presented  two  memorials  on  Slavery  ;  one 

Derby       and  from  Derby,  and  one  from  Lyndon,  and  they  were  referred 

Lyndon.  ,       r.             •                    n,               -^             '                     ^ 

Eeferred.  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Memorial      on  Joseph  E.  King  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 

Bethel.  Bethel  Station,   and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Eeferred.  ^, 

Slavery. 

Also  a  memorial  from  W.  J.  Kidder  for  relief,  he  having 

nio»ey.  lost  Tract  money  on  his  way  hither,  and  it  was  referred  to 

the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Black  EivER.  Black  River  CONFERENCE. — Gardner  Baker  presented 

Memorials      on  .   ,      /.            /-n            .                              i  •            ^  c^^ 

Slavery    from  two  memorials  from  Champion  on  the  subject  of  Slavery, 

on^thTpresid-  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.    He  also 

from  Marcy.  '^  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Marcy 

Be  erre  .  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

the     Presiding 

Eldership  from  fj-Q^  Rome,  and  one  from  Geddis,  on  the  Presiding  Elder- 

and  East  Os-  ship,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Eeferred.  H.  Mattison  presented  memorials  on  the  subject  of  the 

^he'°Presiding  Presiding  Eldership,  one  from   York-street,  Brooklyn,  one 

Yotk-street''"'  ^^m  Fleet-street,  Brooklyn,  one  from  Pacific-street,  Brooklyn, 

pidfic-ItTe'^et,  aiid  oiie  from  Centenary  Church,  Brooklyn,  all  in  New- York 

Church  Brook^  East  Conference ;  also  one  from  Bedford-street,  New-York, 

lyn;  fromBed-  Que  from  Duane-strcet,  New- York,  and  one  on  both  the 

ford-street,  '                          ,                      _             /.  th-    • 

Duane-street,  Presiding  Eldership  and  on  extending  the  Time  of  Minis- 

Church,  New-  terial  Service  on  Circuits  and  Stations,  from  Trinity  Church, 

Eeferred.  New- York,  all  in  New- York  Conference,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Westehn  Vie-  Western  VIRGINIA   CONFERENCE. — James  Drummond 

Memorial  from  presented  a  memorial  from  Wheeling  on   the  subject  of 

Church  insur-  Church  Insurance,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Eeferred.  Temporal  Economy. 

Memoriai^^^'on  East  Maine  CONFERENCE. — George  Pratt  presented  a 

fu^e"of'Minif-  memorial  on  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service  from 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 


51 


Newcastle,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. He  also  presented  three  memorials  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  one  from  Rockland,  one  from  Newcastle,  and  one 
from  Southport,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Erie  Conference. — G.  B.  Hawkins  presented  a  memorial 
from  Akron  on  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Oneida  Conference. — E.  Bowen  presented  a  memorial 
from  Dry  den  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 

D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  memorial  from  Lenox  on 
Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

East  Genesee  Conference. — John  Dennis  presented  a 
memorial  from  Rochester  District  on  Boundaries,  which  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries ;  also  one  from 
Rochester  District  Ministerial  Association  on  Extending  the 
Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy ;  also  one  from  Rochester  District  Minis- 
terial Association  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Genesee  Conference. — On  motion  of  I.  Chamberlayne, 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Church  Insurance 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  ;  and 
so  much  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Slavery. 

Michigan  Conference. — J.  K.  Gillet  presented  two 
memorials  on  Slavery  from  Oakville,  and  they  were  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

W.  H.  Collins  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery,  from 
South  Albion,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

David  Burns  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Kalamazoo  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

North  Indiana  Conference. — S.  C.  Cooper  presented 
a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Orland  Circuit,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Indiana  Conference. — B.  F.  Crary  presented  a  petition 
from  E.  Whitten,  in  relation  to  his  indebtedness  to  the 
Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern. 

WiscoNsiK   Conference. — P.  S.  Bennett   presented  a 


May  9, 1856. 
terial     Service 
from    Newcas- 
tle. 

Referred. 

Memorials      oa 
Slavery     from 
Kockland, 
Newcastle,  and 
Southport, 

Referred. 

Erie. 

Memorial  from 
Akron  on  Ex- 
tension of  Time 
of  Ministerial 
Service. 

Referred. 

O.SKIDA. 

Memorials  on 
Slavery  from 
Dryden  and 
Lenox. 

Keferred. 

East  Genesee. 

Memorial  from 
Rochester  Dis- 
trict on  Bound- 


Memorials  from 
Rochester  Dis- 
trict Ministe- 
rial Association 
on  Extending 
the  Time  of 
Ministerial  Ser- 
vice, and  on 
Slavery. 

Referred. 

Genesee. 

Journal  relating 
to  Church  In- 
surance and 
Slavery. 

Eeferred. 


Michigan. 
Memorials      on 

Slavery     from 

Oakvillo. 
Eeferred. 
Memorial       on 

Slavery     from 

South  Albion. 
Referred. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Kalamazoo. 

Eeferred. 


North  Indiana 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Orlmuf. 

Eeferred. 

Indiana. 

Memorial  from 
E.  Whitten  re- 
lating to  in- 
debtedness to 
the  Book  Con- 
cern. 

Referred. 

VVlflC0N8IH. 
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May  9, 1856.  memorial  from  West  Bend  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred 

Memorial       on  ,       ^            .                 ^,                              •' 

Slavery    from  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Keferred.    '  On  motion   of  Henr}'  Requa,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as 

ting  to  the  Pre-  relates  to  the  Presiding    Eldership    vras    referred    to  the 

ship"^  an^'^^^o  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  so  mueh  as  relates  to  Min- 

Support""'  isterial  Support  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 

Nou"foHxo.  Economy. 

South'"'  dX  North  Ohio   Conference. — W.  L.  Harris  presented  a 

ware  on  Bound-  memorial  from  South  Delaware  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was 

aries.  _                   ' 

Referred.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Journal  relating 

to  People  of  On  motion  of  Adam  Poe,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  re- 

Eeferred.  lates  to  People  of  Color,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 

Jeromeviiie  on  that  subject.     He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Jerome- 

Eaptism""   °  viUe  Circuit,  on  the  Ritual  on  Baptism,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Petuiont  from  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  also  a  petition  on  Boundaries 

^d  j!"r^Ken!  fro"i  W.  C.  Peirce,  Presiding  Elder  of  Sandusky  District, 

nedyonBound-  and  J.  F.  Kennedy,  pastor  of  the  Church  in  Mansfield,  and 

Keferred.  \^  ^ygg  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

CiNci>tjiATi.  Cincinnati  Conference. — J.  B.  Finley  presented  a  rae- 

Greenviiie  on  morial  from  Greenville,  North  Ohio  Conference,  on  Bounda- 

Boundaries.  .                                        ,          ,           ,       ^            .                  -r-.           .      • 

Eeferred.  nes,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Memorial  from  George  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  W,  Herr 

Sunday-school  on   the  subject  of  Sunday-school  Superintendents,  and   it 

ent*.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools ;  also,  a 

Memorial  from  memorial  from  W.  Herr  on  Table  Expenses,  &c.,  and  it  was 

Table   Espen"  referred  to  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Krferred.  William  Young  presented  a  memorial  fi-om    Cincinnati 

^nrto'^a^'note  relating  to  a  note  on  page  210  of  the  Cincinnati  edition  of 

theDSci^iine^  ^^^  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Referred.          "  Rgvisals. 

SouxnEASTEKN  SOUTHEASTERN  InDIANA  CONFERENCE. EnOch  G.  Wood 

Indiana.  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Kisling,  in  relation  to  the  case 

Memorial  relat-  ^                        ,     .            i   .                   ^         T            i       /-i            • 

ing  to  Conrad  of  Conrad  Muth,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

Referred.  Missions ;  also,  a  memorial  from  Indianapolis  District  Sunday- 

^u^day*schoor  School  Association  on  Sunday-school  Superintendents,  and 

Superintend-  .j.  ^^^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

Southern  Illi-  SOUTHERN  ILLINOIS  CONFERENCE. J.  Van  Clcve  preSCnt- 

Me'lnoriai  relat-  ed  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a  Book  Depositoiy  and 

dI  .osuor^and  P^per  at  St.  Louis,  and  it,  together  with  so  much  of  the 

Paper   at    St.  Journal  of  the  Conference  as  relates  to  the  same  subject, 

Louis,  and  the  t>      i     /~( 

Journal  on  the  -^^s  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

RefeiTed.  KENTUCKY  CONFERENCE. — On  motion  of  A.  H.  Triplett, 

KauTuoKT.  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  Journal  of  the  Kentucky  Conference  as  re- 
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lates  to  the  Perpetuity  of  the  Conference,  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Missouri  Conferexce. — John  H.  Hopkins  presented  a 
memorial  from  Hannibal  on  Book  Depository  at  St.  Louis ; 
also  one  from  A.  J.  Gaither  and  others,  asking  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  they  were  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Arkansas  Conference. — On  motion  of  M.  Robertson, 
so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  Slavery 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Baltimore  Conference. — William  Hamilton  presented 
a  memorial  from  Baltimore  city,  and  one  from  Summerfield 
Circuit,  on  Boundaries,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

John  A.  Collins  presented  a  remonstrance  from  Frederic 
City  Station,  against  the  line  of  division  of  the  Baltimore 
Conference,  indicated  by  its  action  at  its  last  session,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  so  much  of  the  Journal 
as  relates  to  the  Wisconsin  and  North  Ohio  resolutions  on 
Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-England  Conference. — William  Rice  presented 
two  memorials  on  Slavery  from  Park-street  Station,  and 
they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Providence  Conference. — On  motion  of  S.  W.  Cogges- 
hall,  so  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  the  Suppression  of 
Anti-slavery  Tracts  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

P.  T.  Kenney  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Holmes's  Hole,  and  one  from  North  Manchester,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Jersey  Conference. — On  motion  of  G.  F.  Brown, 
BO  much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  Slavery  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Maine  Conference. — D.  B.  Randall  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Fairfield,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  papers  presented  by  the 
Committee  on  Revisals  in  1852  were  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals. 

Conference  adjourned,  with  benediction  by  John  P.  Dur- 
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Journal  relating 
to  the  Perpetu- 
ity of  the  Con- 
ference. 

Missouri. 

Memorial  from 
Hannibal  on 
Book  Deposi- 
tory at  St. 
Louis. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  on  a 
Paper  at  St. 
Louis. 

Eeferred. 

Arkansas. 

Journal  relating 
to  Slavery. 

Eeferred. 

Baltimore. 

Memorials  from 
Suramerfleld 
and   Baltimore 
city,  on  Bound- 
aries. 

Eeferred. 

Eomonstrance 
from    Frederic 
City       against 
tlie  line  of  divis- 
ion. 

Eeferred. 

Journal  on 

Slavery. 
Eeferred. 


NEW-ENGLAin>. 

Memorials  on 
Slavery  from 
Park-street. 

Eeferred. 

Providence. 

Journal  relating 
to  the  Suppres- 
sion of  Anti- 
slavery  Tracts. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Holmes's  Hole, 
and  North 

Manchester. 

Eeferred. 

New  Jeeset. 

Journal  on 

Slavery. 

Eeferred. 


Maike. 
Memorial        on 

Slavery     from 

FairBeld. 
Eeferred. 

Papers  present- 
ed by  Commit- 
tee on  Eevisals 
in  1852. 

Eefened. 

Adjournment 
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May  9, 1866. 

Friday  Afteknoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
Reddy,  of  the  Oneida  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
Memorial      of       S.  Crews  presented  a  memorial  from  David  Cassady,  of 
^''Velau^u'^lo  ^^e  Rock  River  Conference,  in  relation  to  Books  Burned,  and 
Books  Burned,   j^  ^j^g  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

ICeierrea. 

MemorLii      on  Isaac    C.   Kingsley    presented   two   memorials,   one   on 

EagieTfarbor™  Slavery,  from  Eagle  Harbor,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

Memoriai      oa  ^^^ittee  on  Slavery ;  and  one  on  a  Church  Insurance  Com- 

ranc^'^    from  P^")''  ^^'^^  Niagara  District  Preachers'  Association,  and  it 

fyf^^    i^is-  -yyas  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

Association.  Qn  motlon  of  W.  L.  Harris,  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harlan  was 

Keferred. 

Appeal  of  L.  D.   taken  up,  and  he  finished  his  plea  before  the  Conference, 
ed,  and  plea  of       George  W.  Walker,  who  had  been  designated  by  the  Cin- 
fsifed.*"       °    cinnati  delegation  to  defend  the  action  of  that  Conference, 
mitter^by^V  submitted  the  matter  to  the  Conference  without  further  argu- 
PleadiTigs^ciosed  ment,  and  the  pleadings  closed. 

^Snau  Con-       ^^  motion  of  M.  Dustin,  the  delegates  of  the  Cincinnati 

fromTothi^"*^*^   Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from  voting; 

as  was  also  James  M.  Jamison,  for  the  reason  that  necessary 

absence  had  prevented  him  from  hearing  all  the  testimony. 

Charges  and  ac-       The  charges  and  action  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference  in 

ence  read.""  *'^'  the  case  were  read,  whereupon  Jacob  Young  submitted  the 

following  resolution ;  and  it  was  adopted  by  the  Conference, 

139  voting  for  it,  and  6  against  it.     The  resolution  is  in  the 

words  following,  to  wit : 

Decision  of  Cin-       Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
oinnati  Confer-    General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  decision  of  the  Cincinnati 
ence  affirmed.     Annual  Conference,  of  said  Church,  in  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harlan, 
be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  afiBrmed. 

Appeal  of  Nehe-  On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  appeal  of  Nehemiah  Stoke- 

taken  Bp!''*^*^  ley,  an  expelled  member  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  was 
taken  up. 

Appeal    admit-  On  motion  of  Pennell  Coombe,  the  appeal  was  admitted. 

Grounds  of  ap-  B.  Coombc  then,  as  the  representative  of  the  appellant, 

peal  stated.  g^^^^j  ^^^  gi'ounds  of  the  appeal. 

Journal  of  New-  The  Joumal  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  in  the  case, 

Jersey  Confer-  •e'       •  i  •  i_    u 

enco  read.  setting  forth  the  charges  and  specifications,  together  with  the 
findings  of  the  Conference,  was  read. 
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The  testimony  was  then  read ;  after  which  the  counsel  for  ^*y  ^>  ^356. 

the  defense  proposed  to  submit  the  case  without  argument,  esimonyre 

This  S.  Y,  Monroe,  who  represented  the  New-Jersey  Con-  g    y.   Monroe 

ference  in  the  case,  did  not  feel  at  liberty  to  do,  without  first  ;l,Tt"Tbe  "^  c"^e 

consulting    his    co-delegates :    whereupon    Conference    ad-  •nit^>out  argu- 

journed.  Adjournment 

Benediction  by  Heman  Bangs. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAT  10,  1856.  Mayio.issc. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The   usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  S.  W. 
Coggeshall,  of  the  Providence  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read   and  ap- 
proved. 

By  consent  of  Conference,  Minor  Eaymond  was,  at  his  ^^  Esymond 
own  request,  excused  from  serving  on  the  Committee  on  the     Committee  on 

^  '  .    .  °  tlieTractCause, 

Tract  Cause,  and  William  Rice  was  appointed  in  his  stead,  and   w.  Kicc 

On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  unfinished  business  of  bis  stead. 

yesterday  was  taken  up,  and  P.  Coombe,  representative  of  ^stokeiey''^  w- 

the  defendant,  addressed  the  Conference  on  behalf  of  the  ^'""^'J- 

P.  Coombe  ad- 
defense.  dresses        the 

S.  Y.  Monroe  then  defended  the  action  of  the  New-Jei-sey  the  appe^iant!"^ 
Conference,  after  which  Pennell  Coombe  responded,  and  the  ^defJnds^thc  m- 
pleadings  closed.  tionofthcCon- 

t:  o  lerence. 

The  Journal  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  setting  forth  p.  Coombe  re- 
tho  charges  and  the  action  of  the  Conference  in  the  case,  pleadiligs  dosed. 

„«„  _^«  J  Journal  of  New 

was  read.  Jersey  Confer- 
On  motion  of  John  S.  Swaim,  the  delegates  of  the  New-  New*  Jersey  del- 

Jersey  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from  ffo^^yot^n"^^^ 

voting. 

S.  W.  Coggeshall  oflfered  a  resolution,  which  was  adopted 

by  a  vote  of  124  to  27,  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  of  Decision  of  the 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  General  Conference  assembled,     New-Jersey 
That  the  decision  of  the  New-Jersey  Annual  Conference,  expell-     vereei"*'^  '^' 
ing  Nehemiah  Stokeley  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  the   EeportsofCom- 

°  °  mittees  in  order. 

day  was  taken  up,  and  reports  of  committees  were  called  Committee  on 
for;  when  Heman  Bangs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Economy  re- 
Temporal  Economy,  reported  as  follows,  namely  :  pfepr't  on  the 

allowance      of 
The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  having  considered  the     ^^ective  trav- 
Bubjcct  before  them,  beg  leave  to  present  the  following  resolution:     t^^    ^^^ 
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Lies  on  the 
table  under  the 
rule. 

Committee  on 
Missions  report 
in  relation  to 
Episcopal  au- 
thority In  Af- 
rica. 


Missionary 
Seminary. 


Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  on  the  allowance  of  effective  trav- 
eling preachers  be  so  amended,  as  to  leave  the  entire  amount  of 
their  allowance  to  the  Estimating  Committee  and  Quarterly  Con- 
ference of  the  circuits  and  stations  to  which  they  may  be  appointed. 

H.  Bakgs,  Chairman. 

This  report  lies  on  the  table  one  day  under  the  rule  of 
Conference. 

William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, reported  in  part  as  follows,  namely  : 

The  Missionary  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  in  part,  namely : 
the  following  resolutions  in  reference  to  so  much  of  the  Bishops' 
Address  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  Episcopal  authority  in  our 
Liberia  Mission  Conference  in  Africa. 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  a  Mission- 
ary Bishop,  who  shall  reside  in  Liberia,  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa,  or  in  its  vicinity,  and  have  episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa 
only.  The  said  Bishop  and  Churches  in  Africa  shall  still  be  under 
the  supervision  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  case  a  suitable  man  cannot'be  found  during 
the  present  session  of  the  General  Conference,  who  is  willing  to  go 
to  Liberia  and  reside,  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Liberia 
Annual  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bishop  having  charge 
of  said  Conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Corresponding  Sec- 
retary of  the  IMissionary  Society,  to  elect  an  elder  in  good  stand- 
ing in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  present  him  for  epis- 
copal ordination  to  the  Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  who  are  hereby 
authorized  to  ordain  such  person  so  elected,  certifying  in  the 
parchment  of  ordination  that  his  episcopal  jurisdiction  is  express- 
ly limited  to  Africa. 

bjDiANAPOLis,  3Iay  6,  1856.  W.  Hamilton,  Chairman. 

The  Missionary  Committee  beg  leave  to  report  further,  in  refer- 
ence to  so  much  of  the  Bishops'  Address  as  refers  to  a  Missionary 
Seminary,  that  they  have  carefully  considered  this  very  weighty 
matter,  and  deem  its  accomplishment  of  great  importance  to  the 
future  progress  of  our  missions,  particularly  in  foreign  lands. 
But  we  are  of  opinion  that  it  is  not  practicable  for  this  General 
Conference  to  devise  a  plan  in  detail,  and  we  therefore  recommend 
that  the  subject  be  referred  to  the  discretion  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  in  conjunction  with  the  Bishops,  or  a  majority  of  them, 
with  an  expression  of  our  approbation  of  the  subject-matter  sug- 
gested in  the  Address  of  the  Bishops,  as  already  mentioned  above. 
Provided  they  should  be  able  to  do  so  without  making  use  of  our 
regular  Missionary  Collections  to  accomplish  the  object. 

W.  Hamilton,  Chairman.  * 

Indianapolis,  May  7,  1856. 


Laid  on  the  These  reports  were,  on  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  laid  on 
printed.  °      **  the  table,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Z.  Connell  add-  On  motion  of  A.  Lowry,  the  order  of  the  day  was  sus- 
mittee  on  pended,  in  order  to  add  Zechariah  Connell  to  the  Committee 
Economy.  on  Temporal  Economy  ;  and  he  was,  on  motion  of  A.  Lowry, 
appointed  accordingly. 
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William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 
sions, presented  a  revised  Constitution  of  the  Missionary 
Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  recommended 
by  the  Board  at  New-York,  and  it  was  agreed  to  strike  out 
that  provision  of  the  Second  Article,  by  which  persons  pay- 
two  dollars  annually  become  members  of  the  Missionary 
Society. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  this  report,  in  part,  from 
the  Committee  on  Missions,  was  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed. 

"     John  M'Ciintock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
and  Unfinished  Business,  reported,  in  part,  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave 
to  report,  in  part : 

1.  That  having  duly  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Ad- 
dress which  relates  to  the  Representation  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, tlie  Committee  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words 
'*  twenty-seven,"  in  place  of  "  twenty-one,"  in  Part  i,  ch.  iii,  §  2, 
Ans.  1,  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  Committee  also  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  second 
Restrictive  Rule,  (on  p.  33,)  so  as  to  insert  "one  for  every  forty- 
five,"  in  place  of  "one  for  every  thirty." 

2.  The  Committee  having  duly  considered  the  Memorial  of  the 
New-England  Conference  referred  to  them  in  respect  to  Part  I, 
ch.  V,  §  4.  (p.  81,)  of  the  Discipline,  entitled,  "  Of  the  Band  So- 
cieties," recommend  that  the  said  section  iv  (p.  81)  be  struck  out, 
and  also  that  the  word  "band,"  or  "bands,"  and  all  allusions 
thereto  be  struck  out  from  every  other  part  of  the  Discipline. 

3.  The  committee  having  duly  considered  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  the  call  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  General  Conference,  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  follow- 
ing. Part  I,  ch.  iii,  sec.  ii,  Ans.  2,  in  place  of  our  present  pro- 
vision for  calling  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Conference : 
"  But  the  general  superintendents,  or  a  majority  of  them,  with  the 
advice  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences  ;  or,  if  there  be 
no  general  superintendent,  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences, 
shall  have  power  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Confer- 
ence, to  be  constituted  in  the  usual  way." 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

John  jM'Clixtock,  Chairman, 


May  10, 1856. 

Committee  on 
Missions  re- 
port a  revised 
Constitution  of 
the  Missionary 
Society. 

Second  Article 
so  clianged  as 
to  strike  out 
tlie  provision 
by  which  per- 
sons become 
members  by 
the  paymint 
of  two  dollars 
annually. 

Eeport  laid  on 
the  table  to  be 
printed. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Ke- 
Tisals. 


Change  of  the 
ratio  of  Eepre- 
sentation  rec- 
ommended. 


Alteration  of 
Ecstrictive 
Eule  relating  to 
the  limit  of  the 
ratio  of  Ecpre- 
sentation  rec- 
ommended. 

"  Band  Socie- 
ties "  and 
"  Bands  "  to  be 
struck  out. 

Ch.-vngre  recom- 
mended in  the 
mode  of  calling 
an  extra  session 
of  the  General 
Conference, 


This  report  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

John  M'Ciintock,  Chairman  of  the  Select  Committee  on 
the  Metropolitan  Church,  submitted  a  report  as  follows, 
namely  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  memorial  from  the  trus- 
tees of  the  proposed  Metropolitan  Church  beg  leave  to  report. 
That  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  the  enterprise  was  under- 
taken for  a  worthy  object  and  in  good  faith  ;  that  it  was  proposed 
to  erect  a  large  and  attractive  "denominational  Church  edifice" 
in  the  metropolis  of  our  nation,  which  should  be  regarded  as  a 
connectional  monument  to  our  beloved  Methodism,  expressive  of 
our  gratitude  to  God  for  the  honor  he  has  vouchsafed  to  confer  on 
us  in  making  us  the  instruments  of  spreading  Scriptural  holiness 


Eeport  lies  on 
the  table  under 
the  rule. 


Eeport  relating 
to  the  Metro- 
politan Church. 
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May  10, 1866.  so  extensively  through  these  lands  ;  that  the  enterprise  received 
the  approbation  and  sanction  of  the  General  Conference  of  1852, 
and  that  nearly  all  the  Annual  Conferences  in  the  connection  have 
pledged  assistance  for  its  accomplishment.  The  committee  find 
that,  on  application  of  the  trustees,  the  Baltimore  Annual  Confer- 
ence appointed  the  Rev.  Henry  Slicer  agent  to  solicit  funds  in  its 
behalf;  that  he  served  in  this  office  two  years ;  and  that  on  a  sec- 
ond application  to  the  same  conference,  the  Rev.  W.  i\I.  D.  Ryan 
was  appointed  to  the  same  agency ;  that  he  has  served  one  year, 
and  is  still  employed  as  the  agent  of  the  trustees.  The  result  of 
these  agencies  up  to  this  date  is  as  follows : 

Amount  collected  in  cash §13,600 

Amount  now  due  on  subscription 23,400 

Making  in  all $37,000 

Of  the  funds  collected,  §8,000  have  been  expended  in  the  pur- 
chase of  a  lot,  and  the  remaining  $5,600  have  been  expended  in 
laying  the  foundation. 

In  this  state  of  things,  your  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the 
honor  of  the  Church  is  pledged  to  the  accomplishment  of  this  en- 
terprise ;  and  so  pledged,  that  its  failure  would  subject  the  Church 
to  merited  reproach.  They  further  agree,  that  to  complete  the 
edifice  in  such  a  style  of  ai-chitecture,  of  such  dimensions,  and  of 
such  materials  as  the  case  demands,  will  require,  in  addition  to 
the  resources  now  in  the  hands  of  the  trustees,  at  least  840,000. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  recommend  that  a 
collection  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of  raising  the  sum  of  §40,000, 
in  behalf  of  the  Metropolitan  Church,  in  all  the  congregations  of 
our  connection,  between  this  and  the  first  of  July,  l8o7. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  are  hereby  requested,  in 
all  the  Conferences  in  which  they  preside  severally, to  take  the  special 
supervision  of  this  enterprise,  urging  the  collections  contemplated, 
and  engaging  the  preachers  to  take  a  practical  and  efficient  in- 
terest in  the  completion  of  the  object  proposed. 

3.  Resolved,  That  in  view  of  the  connectional  character  of  the 
Metropolitan  Church,  it  is  the  judgment  of  this  General  Confer- 
ence, that  the  Bishops,  in  making  appointments,  should  by  trans- 
fer supply  said  church  with  pastors  successively  from  all  parts 
of  our  work. 

The  committee  further  suggest  the  inquiry,  whether  this  mat- 
ter may  not  be  referred  to  in  the  Pastoral  Address  to  be  issued 
by  this  body  at  its  present  session. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

J.  M'CUNTOCK, 

M.  Raymond, 
J.  P.  Ddebin, 
J.  V.  Watson, 
E.  Thomson. 

Report  laid  on       Qn  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  tliis  report  was  laid  on  the  table 

the  table  to  be  i    '  r 

printed.  to  be  printed. 

from  A.  Leg-       Leroy  Swormstedt,  Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern, 

fating  to**a  be-  presented  a  communication  fi'ora  A.  Leggett,  Esq.,  in  rela- 

Me'ivii^^'pret  tion  to  a  bequest  of  SVoO,  by  Noble  Melvin,  to  the  General 

toed  *°^  '^'  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  applied 
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to  the  circulating  of  the  Holy  Scriptures.     The  communica-  ^*y  ^o,  1S66. 
tion  having  been  read,  on  motion  of  J.   Lewis,  it  was  re- 
ferred to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

On  motion  of  John  M'Clintock,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in-  Resolution  eon- 
quire  whether  any,  and  what  verbal  alterations  or  change  of  ar-  cprni"g  verbal 
T                      ...    ■'f,     1      /.  T-,-     ■    1-       1                                     1    i               J.  enantres  in  the 
rangenicnt  in  the  Book  of  Discipline  be  necessary;  and  to  report  Discipline. 
to  the  Conference. 

The  list  of  conferences  was  called  for  the  presentation  of  Call  for  petitions 

.  and  memorials. 

petitions  and  memorials,  and  the  lollowing  were  presented 

and  referred,  namely  :  from 

New- York  Conference. — L.  II.  King  presented  a  me-  New-Tokk. 

morial  from  a  majority  of  the  official  members  of  Duane-  fnmi^^'Duane- 

street  Church,  New-York,  remonstrating  against  a  change  Pr|sidin°  El- 

of  the  Discipline  relating  to  the  Presiding  Eldership ;   and  pfefcrrld 

one  from  James  B.  Oakley,  requesting  that  his  name  be  ''^'''^''sb  q°? 

withdrawn  from  the  memorial   sent  to  General  Conference  'ey  on  the  Pre- 
siding   Elder- 

from  the  Duane-street  Church,  on  the  subject  of  a  change  in  ship- 

the  system  of  Presiding  Eldership,  and  after  the  first  me- 
morial was  read,  they  were  both  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Itinerancy. 

M.  D'C.  Crawford  presented  a  memorial  from  Eighteenth-  ^E^htlenth-*'" 

street  Church,  New-York,  on  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  iSin^  ei- 

it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  i>'7.^.'''1' 

Troy  Conferknce. — S.  D.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  Troy. 

'■  Memorial    from 

from  the  Preachers'  Meeting  of  Albanv,  asking  that  the  Dis-  the  preachers' 

.    ,.         ,                           T     ■,      1           1          11                                     ,           ,  Meeting  of  Al- 

ciphne  be  so  amended  that  the  allowance  to  preachers  be  bany,   relating 

made  by  the  Quarterly  Conference  in  one  sum  under  the  ance  'madeTo 

head  of  Salary,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  way^^oriaia^ 

Temporal  Economy.  ^''^''''^ 

New-York  East  Conference. — Heman  Bangs  present-  Netv-toek 

ed  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  Memorial  from 

John-street  Church,  New- York,  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  church '^^^^  on 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  Eere"rred"^'' 

California  Conference. — On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  California. 

the  memorial  presented  to  the  General  Conference  of  1852,  ^preachers  pre- 

from    Isaac  Owen   and    others,  preachers  in  California,  in  Keferred™ 
relation  to  the  establishing  of  a  Paper  and  Book  Depository 
in  California,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern. 

Maine  Conference. — On  motion  of  D.  B.  Randall,  so  Maine. 

much  of  the  Journal  as  relates  to  a  change  of  the  General  "^siTery.      ^° 

Rule  on  Slavery  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slaverv.  ^'^'"^"''^'^ 
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May  10, 1S56.  Black  River. — H.  Mattison  presented  a  letter  whicli  he 
Letter  from  J.  ^^^^  received  from  J.  W.  Oliver,  in  relation  to  the  memorial 
'RliJntl"'         ^yova  Duane-street,  presented  by  him  yesterday,  and  it  was 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
^s^a^err'  from        ^'  ^'  -P^^^^^  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  offi- 
EefeneT"  ^^^^  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  Syracuse 

District,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
"Westees  Tie-       Westekx  VIRGINIA  CoNFERExcE. — On  motion  of  James 
Journal        on   Drummond,  so  much  of  the  Journal  of  the  Western  Virgin- 
Eeferred.  ^^  Conference  as  relates  to  the  Erie,  Troy,  "Wisconsin,  and 

Xorth  Ohio  resolutions  on  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Slavery. 
M^o^riS^from  PITTSBURGH  CoxFEREKCE. — I.  N.  Baird  presented  a 
Pittsburgh  re-  memorial  from  Pittsburgh,  asking  a  Sunday-school  Advo- 
(lay-scbooi  Ad-  cate  much  cheaper  than  the  present  one,  and  it  was  referred 
Eeferred.  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Erie.  Erie  CONFERENCE. — S.  Gregg  moved  that  so  much  of 

MoHon  to  i-e-re-      ,       -r..  ,  ,     .   ,  ,  ,  i 

fer  matters  re-   the  Bishops   Address  as  relates  to  the  religious  instruction 

reUgious''    in^   of  children,  together  with  all  papers  pertaining  to  that  sub- 

chi?(iren"      "    ject,  Avhich  have  hitherto  been  referred  to  the  Committee 

^'"  on  Sunday  Schools,  be  withdrawn  from  that  committee  and 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals;  but  the  motion  did 

not  prevail.     S.  Gregg  then  moved  that  the  papers  of  the 

character  described  in  the  former  motion,  now  in  the  hands 

of  the  Committee  on  Revisals,  be  referred  to  the  Committee 

on   Sunday  Schools.     This  motion  was  laid  on  the   table. 

Memorial  from   Moses  Hill  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  Howe  in  relation 

J.  Howe.  '■ 

Referred.  to  lost  money,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

the  Book  Concern. 
MicHiGAjT.  Michigan   Conferj:nce. — J.  K.  Gillet  presented   a  me- 

Memonal        on  »  .  ,  ^ 

Slavery    from   morial  ou  Slavery  from  Jonesville,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Jones\iIlo.  . 

Eeferred.  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Session  prolong-        On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  Conference  agreed  to  pro- 
long the  session  to  finish  the  call  for  memorials  and  petitions. 

EOCK  ErrEE.  ^  t»  r^  -n-   ^  -%r         •  i 

Memorial  reiat-        RocK  RiVER  CONFERENCE. — Bishop  Moms  presented  a 

course'"     *of  memorial  from  John  Chandler  and  others,  in  relation  to  the 

Si""'and"re-  Course  of  our  Church  periodicals,  and  the  responsibility  of 

l^?t"o«""^  "f  their  editors ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 

Eeferred.  Book  Conccrn. 

Iowa. 

Memorial  from        lowA  CONFERENCE. — L.  W.  Bcvry  presented  a  memorial 

"Mt      Ploasunt 

asking  the  re-  from  Mt.  Pleasant  Station,  asking  the  return  of  J.  V.  Watson 
Wa'tso'n  as  ed-  as  editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  and  it 
Eeferred.  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern, 
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Illikois  Conference. — George  Rutledge  presented  a 
memorial  from  D.  J.  Snow  in  relation  to  his  claim  upon  the 
funds  of  the  Illinois  Conference  during  the  period  of  his 
illegal  suspension  and  his  illegal  expulsion,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

H.  Buck  presented  a  memorial  from  Hudson  Circuit,  Rock 
River  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Baltimore  Conference. — William  Hamilton  presented 
a  memorial  from  Baltimore  City  Station  on  the  subject  of 
Boundaries.  After  a  motion  to  have  the  memorial  read  was 
lost,  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

John  A.  Collins  presented  a  memorial  from  Westminster 
Circuit,  asking  that,  in  the  division  of  the  Conference,  the 
Westminster  Circuit  may  be  placed  in  the  Baltimore  Con- 
ference; also  one  from  Cumberland  Station,  remonstrating 
against  the  division  of  Baltimore  Conference  by  the  line 
indicated  at  its  late  session  ;  also  one  from  Alleghany  Circuit, 
praying  that  the  line  of  division  may  be  so  run  as  to  include 
said  circuit  in  the  Baltimore  Conference,  and  they  were  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Henry  Slicer  presented  two  memorials  :  one  from  Exeter- 
street  Station,  and  the  other  from  Jeft'erson-street  Station, 
Baltimore,  both  praying  that  the  Conference  may  be  divi- 
ded by  the  line  indicated  at  its  late  session,  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Philadelphia  Conference. — T.  J.  Thompson  presented 
a  memorial  from  Joseph  Cook  on  the  subject  of  the  arrange- 
ments for  traveling  circuits,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Temporal  Economy. 

East  Genesee  Conference. — D.  D.  Buck  presented  a 
memorial  on  Slavery  from  Wayne  Circuit,  and  it  was  refer- 
red to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Conference  closed  with  the  benediction  by  Peter  Cartwright. 


May  10, 1866. 
Illinois. 
Memorial  of  D. 

J.  Snow. 
Eeferred. 


Memorial  from 
Hudson  Cir- 
cuit on  Bound- 
aries. 

Referred. 

B.4.LTIM0EE. 

Momori.ll    from 
Baltimore  City- 
Station  on 
Boundaries. 

Eeferred. 


Memorial   from 
Westminster 
Circuit  on 
Boundaries. 

Referred. 

Memorial    from 
Cumberland 
Station  on 
Boundaries. 

Referred. 

Memorial  from 
Alleghany  Cir- 
cuit on  Boundc 

Referred. 

Memorials      on 
Boundaries 
from  Exoter- 
street  and  Jef- 
ferson-street 
Stations. 

Referred. 


PmLADELPHIA. 

Memorial  from 
Joseph  Cook 
on  arrange- 
ments for 
traveling  cir- 
cuits. 

Referred. 

East  Genesbb. 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Wayne  Circuit 

Referred 

Adjournment. 


MONDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  12, 1856. 


May  12, 1856. 


Conference  met  this  morning  ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  I.  N.  Baird, 
of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee  ordered  on 
Saturday,  on  the  bequest  of  Noble  Melvin,  namely :  Thomas 
DD 


Committee  on 
the  bequest  of 
Noble  Melvin. 


n 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 


May  12, 1856. 


Keport  of  the 
Committee  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern on  the 
memorial  of  K 
Whitten. 

Case  referred  to 
the  Afrents  of 
the  Western 
Book  Concern, 
to  be  settled  at 
theirdiscretion. 


Call  of  confer- 
ences for  me- 
morials and 
petitions. 

New-Tokk. 

Journal  relating 
to  supplying 
stations  in  one 
Conference 
with  superan- 
nuated preach- 
ers from 
another  Con- 
ference. 

■Referred. 

Indiana. 

Memorial  from 
B.  F.  Crary 
and  others,  re- 
lating to  su- 
perannuated 
preachers  resi- 
ding out  of  their 
own  Confer- 
ence. 

Referred. 

Address  from 
the  French 
Methodist  Con- 
ference. 

Eeferred. 

A  Eeply  to  be 
reported. 

Preamble  and 
resolution  pro- 
viding for  a 
delegation  to 
the  British 
Wesleyan  Con- 
ference. 

Adopted. 


Committee  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern to  inquire 
into  the  ex- 
pedience of 
disconnecting 
our  weekly 
Church  period- 
icals from  the 
Book  Concern. 


Carlton,  Joseph  M.  Trimble,  Adam  Poe,  F.  C.  Holliday,  and 
John  Barker. 

The  order  of  the  day,  namely,  reports  from  committees, 
was  taken  up,  and  George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern,  reported  in  part,  recommending  that 
the  matter  set  forth  in  the  memorial  of  Elijah  Whitten,  risk- 
ing to  be  released  from  a  debt  to  the  Western  Book  Con- 
cern, contracted  for  the  Union  Tract  Society,  while  he  was 
acting  as  agent  for  the  Tract  Society  of  the  Conferences  in 
the  State  of  Indiana,  be  referred  to  the  Agents  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  Cincinnati,  to  be  settled  at  their  discretion ;  and 
the  recommendation  was  on  motion  adopted. 

Conferences  were  called  for  the  presentation  of  memoiials 
and  petitions,  and  the  following  were  presented. 

New- York  Conference. — On  motion  of  L.  H,  King,  so 
much  of  the  Journal  of  the  New-York  Conference  as  relates 
to  supplying  stations  in  one  Conference  with  superannuated 
preacbers  of  another  Conference,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Episcopacy. 

Indiana  Conference. — B.  F.  Crary  presented  a  me- 
morial from  himself  and  others,  in  relation  to  Superannuated 
Preachers  residing  out  of  the  bounds  of  their  own  Conference, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

J.  P.  Durbin  presented  an  Address  from  the  French  Meth- 
odist Conference  in  France  and  Switzerland,  which  was  read 
and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  Reply  to  the  French  Conference.  [For 
Address,  see  Appendix  H.] 

The  following  preamble  and  resolution,  presented  by  H. 
E.  Pilcher,  were  adopted,  namely: 

Whereas,  it  is  very  desirable  to  perpetuate  the  friendly  relations 
that  now  exist  between  the  British  Wesleyan  Connection  and  tho 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  these  United  States ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  Dr.  Hannah, 
the  representative  of  the  British  Conference,  this  General 
Conference  elect  two  delegates  to  attend  the  British  Conference 
in  1857,  for  the  purpose  of  bearing  to  them  our  fraternal  saluta- 
tions. 

On  motion  of  Stephen  Allen,  seconded  by  George  Pratt, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  be,  and  they 
hereby  are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  disconnecting 
all  our  weekly  Church  periodicals  from  the  Book  Concern,  and  de- 
volving: their  management  and  support  upon  those  Conferences 
that  mainly  patronize  them. 
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James  Drummond  moved  the  following  resolution,  second-     ^^'^y  ^2, 1S56. 

ed  by  Gordon  Battelle,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  hereby    Shall      persons 
are  instructed  to  consider   the  expedience  of  striking  out   the     not  members  of 
words  "or  schools,"  found  in  paragraph  4  of  chap,  iii,  Part  III, 
page  177,  of  our  Discipline. 

D.  D.  Buck  moved  an  amendment  to  include  among  the 
words  to  be  struck  from  the  paragraph  alluded  to  in  the  res- 
olution, the  word  "  churches."  On  motion  of  H.  Kinsley,  the 
amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  after  which  the  resolution 
as  submitted  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  H.  Mattison,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con- 
sider the  propriety  of  making  the  following  emendations  in  the 
Discipline :  To  expunge  from  the  list  of  exceptions  to  the  rule  lim- 
iting the  term  of  ministerial  service  in  the  same  charge  to  two 
years,  on  page  41  of  the  Discipline,  the  words,  "  also  the  preacher 
or  preachers  that  may  be  stationed  in  New-Orleans." 

On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  seconded  by  J.  Flower,  the 
following  resolutions  were  adopted;  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  striking  out  the  words 
"bishop,  elder,  deacon,  or  preacher,"  on  page  98  of  the  Discipline, 
in  section  four,  answer  first,  and  inserting  "  preacher  in  charge," 
and  report  thereon. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  hereby 
are  instructed  to  consider  the  expedience  of  inserting  the  word 
"annually"  in  the  Discipline  on  page  181,  answer  2,  after  the 
words  "  there  shall  be,"  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  seconded  by  J.  Cunning- 
ham, the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on*^  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  Part  I, 
chap,  iv,  sec.  11,  Answer  9  to  question  first,  as  to  insert  after  the 
words  "  properly  distinguished,"  the  following  clause :  "  The  num- 
ber of  churches  or  houses  of  worship  in  his  charge,"  so  that  the 
entire  answer  may  read  thus :  "  To  take  an  exact  account  of  the 
members  in  society,  and  of  the  probationers  in  their  respective 
circuits  and  stations,  keeping  the  names  of  all  Local  Elders,  Dea- 
cons, and  Preachers,  properly  distinguished ;  the  number  of  churches 
or  houses  of  worship  in  his  charge,  and  deliver  in  such  account  to 
the  Annual  Conference,  that  their  number  may  be  printed  in  the 
Minutes." 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Thompson,  seconded  by  G.  R.  Crooks, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  striking  out  that  part  of  Section  1  of 
chap,  iv,  Part  I,  of  the  Discipline,  which  reads  as  follows : 


the  Church  be 
trustees  of  our 


Amendment  to 
strike  out 

"churches." 

Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Resolution  for 
Committee  on 
Eevisals  on 
strikinj,'  out  the 
exception  in 
favor  of  preach- 
ers stationed  in 
New-Orleans. 


Committee  on 
Kevisals  in- 
structed to  in- 
quire whether 
accused  mem- 
bers shall  not 
be  tried  before 
a  preacher  in 
charjie  only. 

Committee  on 
Eevisals  to  in- 
quire whether 
District  Stew- 
ards shall  meet 
annually  ? 


Committee  on 
Eevisals  to  in- 
quire whether 
the  number  of 
churches  or 
houses  of  wor- 
ship shall  be 
included  in  the 
Annua!  Statis- 
tical Report. 


Committee  on 
Eevisals  to  ia- 
quire  whether 
preachers  vaav 
not  be  appoint- 
ed iu  the  same 
city  more  than 
four  successive 
years. 
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return  him  to  it  after  such  term  of  service  till  he  shall  have  been 
absent  four  years." 

Oa  motion  of  F.  Hodgson,  seconded  by  G.  R.  Crooks,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 
Committee    ou       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy  be,  and  they  hereby 
Itinerancy    to    ^re  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  adding  to  the 
Inquire  wheth-  ^    ^j^g  question,  Who  shall  compose  the  General  Confer- 

er  accepting  ^™i^  30  ^hese  words  namely:  "Nevertheless,  should  one  thus 
S^-^  ^^  ac;ept  of  dvU  Office,  he'  shall  thereby  be  clisquaMed  for 
membership  of  ^  ^  ^^  ^j^^  (.^^eral  Conference,  and  the  disqualification  thus  in- 
Conference''  curred  shall  remain  until  removed  by  a  vote  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ence of  -which  he  is  a  member." 

On  motion  of  L.  L.  Knox,  seconded  by  Stephen  Allen,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 
„f       JJ,so?««d,  That  the  chairmen  of  the  several  standing  committees 

time  of  meet-    ^^      ^^^^^^  ^^^  conflict  with  each  other  ;  and  to  publish  those  times 

^8-  of  meeting  in  the  Daily  Christian  Advocate. 

On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  seconded  by  James  Porter,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  by  a  vote  of  68  to  32  : 

^ ,,.,^    „n        Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 

""^^T  i^-  qufre  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  provide 
structed  to  in-  Ir  the  districting  of  the  work  of  the  Superintendents  every  four 
^:^.  'I!  years  in  such  mole  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  Itinerant  General 
districting  the    guperintendency. 

!SviV"fouI  On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Reid, 
y®*^^  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely: 

1  Resolved  That  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  be  directed 
"^^l  Z  to  inquire  fntJ  the  expedience  of  having  the  Presiding  Elders 
quire  whether    elected  by  the  several  Annual  Conferences.  x  ^    _„^„  „ 

ksiding  Eld-    ^^'2    Inquire  whether  the  Presiding  Elders  should  not  be  made  a 

ferences  sever-    ^        ^^  ^    ^^n  complete,  to  be  Inserted  in  the  Discipline. 

ally,  &c.  r  r  /.I 

Beport  of  the  H.  W.  Reed  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
grcom^t--  General  Mission  Committee,  and  after  it  was  read  it  was  re- 
&  and  refer,  ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.     [For  Report,  see  Ap- 

'^^  pendiz  S.]  .     J  .     •.     u-L 

Gosed  doors.  On  motion  of  W.  Cox,  Conference  d^termmed  to  s,t  with 

closed  doors  on  to-morrow,  to  try  the  appeal  of  Isaac  W. 

M'Abee.  „  ^    „     ,     ., 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  H.  L.  Starks,  the 
Committee    on  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Eevisals  to  in-  °  .      .        i.  j  +    •„ 

quire  .vhether        r^,„,„,j   Tj^^^t  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  m- 

l^^meTsUfe  J^^S  tlelxpedience  of  the  -P-f^^^i^^S^^a^  rt 

BtiU  met  apart  gjHowing  words  on  page  59  :  "  To  meet  the  men  and  ^o^'en  apari, 

in  large  socie-  J^'X^f^ge  societies,  once  a  quarter,  wherever  it  is  practicable. 
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On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  the  Report  of  the  Commit-  ^"^  ^2, 1S56. 

°  '                 ^            n           1  Report  of  Com- 

tee    on  Temporal  Economy,   submitted  on   Saturday,  was  mitteoonTem- 

*                               ''  poral  Economy 

taken  up.  taken  up. 

After  some  discussion  Henry  Slicer  moved  to  lay  the  re-  Motion  to  lay 

111           1                •                   1     i  1-               X       r    f-r.  t'^s  Report  on 

port  on  the  table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  ot  oU  the  table. 

^  Lost. 

to  64. 

On  motion  of  E.  Thompson,  a  call  of  Conference  was  Caii  of  Confer- 
ordered,  when    137    members    answered    to    their   names, 

whereupon  the  chair  decided  that  there  was  not  a  quorum  Not^^a  quormn 

present,  and  that  he  could  entertain  no  motion  except  to  ad-  , 

-1                 1    1       TT            oi-            1  Motion    to   ad- 
journ.    A  motion  was  then  made  by  Henry  blicer,  that  we  journ. 

do  now  adiourn,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.     A  second  , 

1       -n    mi  Motion    to    ad- 
motion  to  adjourn  was  made  by  E.  Thompson,  and  was  lost  journ. 

by  a  vote  of  52  to  60. 

On  motion.  Conference  adiourned,  because  there  was  not  Adjourned    for 

'                                •'  want      of      a 

a  quorum  present.  quorum. 
Benediction  by  Dr.  Ryerson. 


TUESDAY  MOE:^TmG,  MAY  13,  1856.  May  is,  isse. 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Waugh  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Israel 
Chamberlayne,  of  the  Genesee  Conference. 

It  appearing  on  count  that  a  quorum  was  present,  the  ' 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read. 

At  this  stage  of  the  proceedings,  John  A.  ColHns,  seconded 
by  James  B.  Finley,  submitted  the  following  preamble  and 
resolution,  namely : 

Whereas,  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  pro-  Preamble     and 

Tides  that  "  at  all  times  when  the  General  Conference  is  met  it  resokition,  de- 

Bhall  take'  two  thirds  of  the  representatives  of  all  the  Annual  Con-  cee"iif<^  o*f  yes- 

ferences  to  make  a  quorum  for. transacting  business  ;"  and  where-  terday''  morn- 

as  no  quorum  was  present  during  the  session  of  yesterday ;  there-  ing  *»  .^e  ""^ 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  proceedings  of  the  mem- 
bers of  the  General  Conference  on  yesterday  morning  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  declared  null  and  void,  and  that  they  be  not  en- 
tered on  the  Journal. 

On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird  the  foreffoinff  preamble  and  res-  Preamble    and 

1    !•  1    -J  j.\.     .   ■,^  o       or  resolution  laid 

olution  were  laid  on  the  table.  on  the  tabic. 

On  motion  of  Z.  Phillips,  the  Journal  as  read  was  then  ^°,";°^.      "^ 
approved. 

5 
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^tht  day  ''sus-   was  suspended  for  the  present.  _ 

pendod.  ^^    Phillips   presented  a  joint  communication   from  the 

'XXmTb;  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati.    The  communica- 
T\.^:^  tion  was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book 

and  Cincinnati. 

Kead   and   re-  Concern.                                                               ,     ^ 

ct— a«on  The  chair  presented  a  communication  from  the  Congrega- 

from  the  Con-  .       j  ^nion  of  England  and  Wales,  which  was  read,     [l^or 

^r  of  En-  ~  see  Appendi.  J.]    After  which  John  Kennaday,  sec- 

£f      -'  t^{^lZ  B.  Finley,  moved  the  following  resolution  : 

Beltion    e.-        Resolvei,  That  -^^[-^--^^^^,1^^^^^^^^^ 

Committee   or-    our  Church  papers,  and  that  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to 

Jarfa  r%ly"'   prepare  a  suitable  response  thereto. 
N.  wiison-ssnv       Norval  Wilson  moved  as  a  substitute  that  the  communi. 

iSin^  *'^   cation  be  referred  to  the  bishops,  with  a  request  that  they 

Laid  on  theta-      ^  ^^^  -^  ^  communication  with  their  signatures   attached. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 

^'^  H.'  Mattison  presented  the  following  substitute,  namely  : 


H.      Mattisou's 
substitute. 


''^fwal^s'afexpTessed  in'^tbr  this  body;  and 

thl  Itmi^itJe'of        be  appointed  to  report  a  suitable  response 
to  the  same. 
Laid  on  the  ta-       On  motion,  this  substitute  was  also  laid  on  the  table ; 
^^Z\^^.   after  which  the  original  resolution  was  adopted. 
c^mmS^on       The  chair  presented  a  cornnjunication  from  a  Committee 
from  the  Board         ,     -g    ^  ^f  Managers  of  the  Sunday  School  Umon 
£;iS^-       on  -L  of  Ws  Floy,  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

rrU  "^Z'l^^^'l^t;..^-  S.  Jacoby,  superintendent 

V-iefv^     .,,t   'fss^^ns  in  Germany,  wished  to  leave  the  seat  of  the 

ttnee.-  ^XlTran  early  peL,  and  that,  before  leaving  he 

desired  to  address  the  Conference.     Leave  was  given,  and  he 

addressed  the  Conference  briefly  in  relation  to  Methodismm 

^'oTmotion  of  J.  Kennaday,  the  following  resolution  was 

tfinlstew  resld-  adopted. 

Ing  in  Indian-  ^;„;«tprq  of  the  different  denominations  oi 

»polis   invited       Resolved,  That  the  ministers  f  ;l^®^™7  ,       -^j^n  the  bar  of 

to  seats  within  christians  in  this  city  be  invited  to  take  seats  wiimn  lue 

^^o^nferlnfe.^'^  the  Conference. 
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D.  W.  Bristol  presented  a  memorial  from  Danby  on  Bound-  May  13, 1S66. 

aries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  ^^™by''^  ^""^ 

On  motion  of  William  Cox,  the  special  order  of  the  day,  K^Xrfed""'' 

to  wit,  the  appeal  of  Isaac  N.  M'Abee,  an  expelled  member  '*tPife'^y'''^tafee''n 

of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference,  was  taken  up.  ^p- 

On  motion  of  I.  N.  Baird,  Daniel  De  Motte  and  Levi  Doorkeepers 

appointed. 

Johnson  were  appointed  doorkeepers  during  the  considera- 
tion of  this  case. 

On  motion  of  Pennell  Coombe,  the  appeal  was  taken  up;  "^M^lbee^ tLen 
and  on  further  motion  of  P.  Coombe,  the  appeal  was  ad-  ^p^''^'^  *<^"- 
mitted. 

George  W.  Walker  then  stated,  in  behalf  of  the  appellant,  ^Tsutld.'*'^" 
the  ground  of  the  appeal,  namely  : 

That  the  testimony  is  insuflBcient  to  sustain  the  action  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference  in  this  case. 

The  Journal  of  the  Pittsburgh   Conference,  setting  forth    "^^"^^^^  cfi!fe?i 
the  charges   and  specifications,  together  with  the  findings     ence  read. 
of  the  Conference,  was  then  read.     After  which,  the  testi-  Testimony  read, 
mony  adduced  before  the  Annual  Conference  was  read. 

The  appellant  in  person  then   addressed  the  Conference.  Appellant    ad- 
Pending  his  argument,  on   motion  of  William  Cox,  Con-     Conference. 
ference  agreed   to  meet  this  afternoon   at  two  and   a  half    ^o^°*"^  ®®^' 
o'clock. 

At  five  minutes  before  twelve  o'clock  A.  M.,  Conference  Adjournment 
adjourned,  with  the    benediction  by  Rev.   Mr.    Scott,    of 
Ireland. 


Tuesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Morris 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  E.  H, 
Pilcher,  of  the  Michigan  Conference.      On   motion,   Con-  Call  of  Confer- 
ference  ordered  a  call  of  the  roll,  when  it  appeared  that  a    rSmpr^ent"!"" 
quorum  was  present. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  the  case  under  consideration   A?P.®?'  °^  ^-  ^ 

MAbee      sus- 

when  the  Conference  adjourned  was  suspended  for  the  present,  pended  for  the 

A.  M.  Osbon  presented  a  communication  from  the  Board  Communication 

of  Managers,  of  the  Tract  Society,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  oTManagere^'of 

Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause.  Ca°„se.    '^''^^ 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  appeal  of  I.  N.  M'Abee  was  fp^lif  l  n. 

taken  up,  and  the  appellant  resumed  his  defense.     At  the  ^i  ^^^  '■^''™" 
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May  18, 1856.    dose  of  Lis  plea,  a  motion  was  made  that  Conference  take  a 

recess  for  ten  minutes ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
S.  Wakefield  re-       S.  Wakefield,  havinff  been  designated  for  that  purpose  by 

plies  In  defense    ,  .  ^   ,  '         ,.    ,  .       ,    »  ,    ,  •  5   ,      -r.- 

ofthc  action  of  his  co-delegates,  replied  in  defense  of  the  action  oi  the  Jritts- 

his  conference.    ,         ^    /~i      i- 

burgh  Conference. 
George       w^       George  W.  Walker  responded  in  behalf  of  the  appellant, 
the  pleadings,    and  the  pleadings  closed. 

Delegates  of  On  motion  of  S,  Wakefield,  the  delegates  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Conference  ex-  Conference  were,  at  their  own  request,  excused  from  voting, 
voting.  On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  A.  Griffith  was,  at  his  own 

cused  from  request,  excused  from  voting,  inasmuch  as  he  had  been  neces- 
^^    ^'  sarily  absent  during  the  reading  of  the  greater  part  of  the 

testimony. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  seconded  by  Thomas  B. 
Sargent,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Action  of  the  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
ConfereMe  re-  ^^  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  action  of  the  Pitts- 
versed,  burgh  Conference,  in  the  case  of  Isaac  N.  M'Abee,  by  which  he  was 

expelled  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be,  and  the  same 

is  hereby  reversed. 

This  resolution  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  138  to  16. 
Motion  instruct-       Henry  Slicer  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Trials  and 

ing  Committee  ,    i      •  i  -n  •  i 

on  Trials  and  Appeals  be  instructed  to  report  on  b  nday  mornmg  next, 
^ppeas  o  re-       ^^  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  motion  of  Henry 
XeZie!^  "''  Slicer  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  following  resolutions,  presented  by  Asa  J.  Dana,  and 
seconded  by  Charles  Blakeslee,  were,  on  motion  of  John 
Kennaday,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery  : 

Kesolutions  de-       Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
claratoryofthe    Jq  General  Conference  assembled,  That,  as  the  highest  judicial 
Generaf  Kiile   authority  of  the  Church,  we  do  hereby  declare  that  the  true  mean- 
on  Slavery.         ing  of  the  item  in  the  General  Rules  concerning  the  buying  and 
selling  of  men,  women,  &c.,  is  to  prohibit  not  only  the  trade  in 
slaves  in  numbers  together,  as  some  interpret  it,  but  the  buying 
or  selling  of  any  individual. 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,' That  the  following  note  be  ap- 
pended in  the  margin  of  the  page  to  the  said  item  in  the  General 
Rules,  namely :  The  intent  and  purpose  of  this  rule  is  fully  to 
forbid  the  purchase  or  sale  of  any  slave  or  slaves,  except  it  be  for 
immediate  liberation ;  and  whoever  buys  or  sells  any  slave,  except 
for  this  purpose,  violates  the  rule. 

The  following  resolution  was  submitted  by  M.  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, seconded  by  E.  Cooke,  namely: 

Resolution  fix-       Resolved,  That  the  election  of  General  Conference  officers,  namely, 
ing   the    time   Corresponding  Secretaries,  Editors,  and  Book  Agents,  be  the  order 
for  the  election,    ^f  ^^^  ^^^  f^^.  Thursday  the  16th  inst.,  immediately  after  the 
reading  of  the  Journal. 
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On  motion  of  William  Cooper,  the  foregoing  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

Peter  Cartwright  presented  two  memorials  in  relation  to 
Book  Depository  and  Church  paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  they 
were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

S.  Van  Deusen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday 
Schools,  presented  a  report  in  part,  and  it  was  laid  on  the 
table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the 
benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 
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May  18, 1856. 

Resolution  laid 
on  the  table. 

Memorial  on 
Book  Deposi- 
tory and  Paper 
at  St.  Louis. 

Eeferred.  - 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Sun- 
day Schools. 

Laid  on  the  table 
to  be  printed. 

Adjournment 


WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  14,  1856.       MayHisse. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  James  B, 
Finley,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

The  reports  of  standing  committees  were  called  for. 

Heman  Bangs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy,  presented  a  further  report  in  part,  and  it  was 
adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  beg  leave  to  report  in 
part : 

1.  On  the  communication  from  J.  Jepson,  and  also  a  memorial 
from  Niagara  District  Preachers'  Meeting,  respecting  the  Insurance 
of  Church  Property,  they  report  the  adoption  of  the  proposed  plan 
inexpedient. 

2.  On  the  memorial  of  William  Herr,  asking  the  General  Confer- 
ence to  establish  an  official  meeting,  with  authority  to  fix  and  ap- 
portion the  amount  of  Preachers'  Claims,  they  report  action  on  the 
subject  unnecessary. 

3.  On  the  memorial  of  Joseph  Cook,  asking  action  requiring 
charges  to  furnish  horses  and  traveling  apparatus  for  the  use  of 
stationed  preachers,  they  report  that  we  deem  the  proposed  plan 
inexpedient  to  be  adopted  in  the  present  state  of  our  work. 

May  13th.  "         H.  Bangs,  Chairman. 

Noi'val  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
presented  a  report,  in  part,  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report,  that  they  Report  of  the 
have  received  memorials  from  Newcastle,  East  Maine  Conference ;  Committee  on 
from  Akron  Quarterly  Conference ;  from  Adams,  Black  River  Con- 
ference ;  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New-Haven, 
New-York  East  Conference;  all  asking  for  an  Extension  of  Minis- 
terial Term  of  Service,  but  scarce  any  two  of  them  agreeing  as  to 
the  precise  limit ;  some  of  the  petitioners  asking  an  extension  to 
three  years,  others  to  five,  and  yet  others  to  an  indefinite  term. 
All  these  petitioners  collectively  make  scarcely  an  aggregate  of 
one  hundred  names.  We  have  also  had  referred  to  us  the  resolu- 
tions of  the  New- York  Conference,  remonstrating  against  any  ex- 
tension of  time ;  and  likewise  a  memorial  from  the  majority  of  the 


Report  of  stand- 
ing commit- 
tees. 

Eeport    of    the 
Committee   on 
Temporal 
Economy. 


On  Church  In- 
surance. 


On  Memorial  of 
W.  Herr,  relat- 
ing to  Preach- 
ers' Claims. 

On  Memorial  of 
Joseph  Cook  in 
relation  to 
facilities  for 
traveling  cir- 
cuits. 


Itinerancy  on 
Extension  of 
Time  of  Minis- 
terial Service. 


10 
May  14,: 


Motion  to  re- 
commit, with 
instructions. 


Call  for  the 
previous  ques- 
tion not  sus- 
tained. 


Substitute 
motion  to 
oommit. 


Delegates  from 
Canada  ad- 
dress the  Con- 
ference. 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference^  1856, 

official  members  of  the  Duane-street  Church,  New- York,  adverse  to 
the  proposed  change.  The  committee  have  given  these  papers  a 
proper  measure  of  consideration,  and  have  arrived  at  the  conclu- 
sion, that  the  interests  of  the  Church  do  not  demand,  neither  will 
be  promoted  by  making  provision  for,  further  extension  of  minis- 
terial service.  The  discussions  had  in  committee  have  elicited, 
among  many  others,  the  following  views  : 

The  memorialists  in  favor  of  the  change  proposed  are  too  few  in 
number  to  authorize  such  a  vital  modification  in  our  economy ; 
and  only  induce  the  belief,  that  after  an  extended  discussion  of 
this  question  through  the  press,  and  by  other  means,  the  great 
mass  both  of  preachers  and  people  give  a  decided  preference  for 
the  two  years'  rule.  The  committee  have  likewise  been  led  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  arguments  usually  adduced  in  favor  of  an  ex- 
tension of  ministerial  service,  such  as  the  greater  probable  mental 
improvement  of  the  ministry,  the  more  thorough  acquaintance 
with  and  consequent  influence  over  the  congregation,  &c.,  are 
arguments  that  go  more  directly  to  the  advocacy  of  a  settled  min- 
istry in  the  stead  of  our  itinerancy,  than  to  the  extension  of  the 
term  of  service  from  two  to  three  years. 

The  committee,  therefore,  governed  by  these  and  many  other 
considerations,  not  now  necessary  to  name,  strongly  as  they  de- 
sire to  meet  the  wishes  of  the  people,  whether  few  or  many,  find 
themselves  unable  to  coincide  in  sentiment  with  the  prayer  of  the 
petitioners,  and  conclude  with  recommending  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  adoption : 

Resolved,  &c.,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  extend  the 
term  of  ministerial  service  beyond  the  present  assigned  limits  of 
two  years. 

After  the  report  was  read,  John  P.  Durbin  moved  to 
recommit  the  report,  with  instruction  to  the  committee  tore- 
port  in  favor  of  extending  the  time  of  ministerial  service  on 
circuits  and  stations  to  three  years,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
Anm»al  Conferences  severally. 

James  Drummond  moved  the  previous  question,  but  the 
motion  was  not  sustained.  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by 
John  B.  Merwin,  presented  the  following  substitute  for  the 
motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommit  the  report,  with  instructions  to  re- 
port in  favor  of  extending  the  time  to  not  more  than  three  years, 
by  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conference,  at  the  request  of  the 
bishop  presiding. 

The  subject  of  debate  was  here  stayed,  the  chair  stating 
that  the  delegates  from  the  Wesleyan  Connection  in  Canada 
were  about  to  leave  for  home,  and  that  they  desired  to  ad- 
dress the  Conference  before  their  departure. 

Dr.  Ryerson  and  Rev.  Mr.  Jones  then  addressed  the  Con- 
ference in  relation  to  the  Itinerancy  in  Canada,  and  especially 
concerning  the  extension  of  time  of  ministerial  service  on 
circuits  and  stations  in  Canada ;  first,  from  two  to  three 
years,  and  then  from  three  to  five  years.     At  the  conclusion 
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of  their  remarks,  the  matter  under  consideration  was   re-  May  14, 1856. 
sumed. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  -when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  in  Wesley  Afternoon  ses- 
Chapel  this  afternoon  at  half  past  two  o'clock,  to  hear  a  sermon  ?j?"  *"  ^^  '° 
from  the  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah,  the  representative  of  the  Wesleyan  ^tcw  a'ser- 
Conference  in  Great  Britain.  mon  from  Dr. 

Ilaunsih. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committee  to  reply  to  Committee    to 

the  Address  of  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and  Address   from 

"Wales,  namely  :  John  Kennaday,  Francis  Hodgson,  Solomon  tionai  Union  of 

Howard,  Joseph  Brooks,  and  S.  W.  Coggeshall.  Waic's. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.  Aiyournment. 

Benediction  by  William  Reddy. 

Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  at  Wesley  Chapel  pursuant  to  adjourn-  Afternoon   ses- 
ment ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair.     The  usual  religious  serv-     Chapei.    ^^  *^ 
ices  were  conducted  by  John  H.  Power,  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference. 

The  Journal  of  the  forenoon  was  read  and  approved. 

Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day,  and  Eeii^ous  serv- 
liev.  Dr.  Hannah  introduced  the  religious  services  prelimin-  ary  trprelch- 
ary  to  his  sermon  by  reading  the  219th  hymn,  commencing,      '°^" 

"  Jesus,  the  name  high  over  all,  1  Hynm. 

In  hell,  or  earth,  or  sky,"  &c. 

After  the  hymn  was  sung.  Dr.  Hannah  led  the  devotions  of    Prayer, 
the  Conference  in  an  earnest  prayer  to  the  throne  of  Grace. 

He  then  read  the  sixty-third  chapter  of  the  Prophecy  of  Scripture  lesson 
Isaiah,  and  also  the  hymn,  commencing, 

"  Lord,  if  at  thy  command,  2  Hymn. 

The  word  of  life  we  sow,"  &c. 

After  this  hymn  was  sung,  Dr.  Hannah  announced  as 
his  text,  "  For  he  hath  made  him  to  be  sin  for  us,  who  knew  Text, 
no  sin,  that  we  might  be  made  the  righteousness  of  God  in 
him."  2  Cor.  v,  21.     From  this  text  he  dehvered  a  deeply 
interesting  and  impressive  sermon  on  "  The  Method  of  Man's  Subject  of  ser- 
Reconciliation  with  God." 

At  the  close  of  his  discourse,  he  read  the  140th  hymn; 
and  after  it  was  sung,  P.  Cartwright,  of  the  Illinois  Confer- 
ence, closed  the  services  with  prayer. 


12 
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Eesolntion  of 
thanks  to  Dr. 
Hannah,  and  a 
request  for  a 
copy  of  the  ser- 
mon for  publi- 
cation. 


May  14, 1866.  Qn  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  seconded  by  George  Peck, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted  unanimously  by  a  ris- 
ing vote,  namely : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  cordial 
thanks  to  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah  for  his  truly  evangelical  and  able  dis- 
course, delivered  before  this  body,  and  that  we  respectfully  request 
a  copy  for  publication,  to  be  included  in  the  catalogue  of  books 
published  by  authority  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Evening  sesdon  Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half 
^  ''^fr  mE*v"  P^^*  ^^^^^  o'clock,  to  hear  a  sermon  from  Kev.  Mr.  Jobson,  of  the 
Mr.^Jobson.*      Wesleyan  Conference  in  Great  Britain. 

Adjournment.  Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the 

benediction  by  Bishop  Morris. 


Wednesday  Evening. 


Evening  session 
in  "Wesley 

Chapel. 

Eeligious  servi- 
ces prelimina- 
ry to  preaching. 


8criptnre  lesson. 


Conference  met  at  Wesley  Chapel  pursuant  to  adjourn- 
ment; Bishop  Simpson  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  rehgious  services  were  conducted  by  Dr.  Ryerson, 
of  the  Canada  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

The  Conference  then  proceeded  to  the  order  of  the  day, 
and  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  introduced  the  services  by  reading  the 
thirteenth  chapter  of  1st  Corinthians.  He  then  read 
the  529th  hymn,  commencing, 


IHymn. 
Prayer. 
2  Hymn. 


"  I  thirst,  thou  wounded  Lamb  of  God, 
To  wash  me  in  thy  cleansing  blood,"  &c. 


After  singing 
commencing : 


and  prayer,  he  gave  out  the  533d  hymn, 


"  0  God,  what  offering  shall  I  give 
To  thee,  the  Lord  of  earth  and  skies  ?'■ 


Subject  of   the 
sermon. 


Text.  Rev.  Mr.  Jobson  then  announced  as  his  text,  Ephesians 

the  third  chapter,  14-21  verses,  inclusive. 

His  discourse  was  on  the  "  Fullness  of  Christian  Privi- 
re."     At  the  conclusion  of  the  sermon  the  520th  hymn 
Oioeing  services,   was  sung,  and   the   services  closed  with  prayer  by   Mr. 
Jobson. 

On  motion  of  Davis  W.  Clark,  seconded  by  Henry  Sheer, 
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the  following  resolution  was  unanimously  adopted  by   a    ^7  !*•  185«. 
rising  vote,  namely : 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  Resolution    of 

General  Conference  assembled,  That  we  tender  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  thanks  and   a 

Jobson  our  cordial  thanks  for  his  eloquent  and  able  sermon,  and  copy'^for  publi- 

that  we  respectfully  request  a  copy  for  publication.  cation. 

On  motion  of  D.    W.   Clark,  it  was  ordered  that  the   ^"P'''^   ^^^  ,1^ 

'  given    to     the 

copies  of  both  Dr.  Hannah's  sermon  and  that  of  the  Rev.  Mr,     §,'^''0"  at  the 

^  .  _  Western  Book 

Jobson  be  given  to  the  editors  at  the  Western  Book  Con-     Concern, 
cern  for  publication.     . 

Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the   Adjournment, 
benediction  by  Charles  Elliott. 

THUKSDAY  MORNLN-G,  MAY  15,  1856.         Mayi5,is66. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious   services  were  conducted  by  James 
Thurston,  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  last  evening  was  read  and  approved. 

0.  V.  Lemon  informed  the  Conference  that  Samuel  C. 
Cooper,  a  delegate  from  the  North  Indiana  Conference,  had,  cuaed. 
in  consequence  of  ill  health,  been  compelled  to  return  home, 
with  no  prospect  of  being  able  to  resyme  his  duties  again 
during  the  session ;  and  that  J.  H.  Hull,  the  first  reserve 
delegate,  was  present,  and  ought  to  be  admitted  to  a  seat  in 
this  body. 

J.  H.  Hull  then  presented  his  credentials,  and  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the  General  Conference.  iig  seat.    ^'^^ 

On  motion  of  0.  V.  Lemon,  J.  H.  Hull  was  appointed  to  the 
Committee  on  Episcopacy  instead  of  S.  C.  Cooper.  mutfeonSi 

On  motion  of  O.  V.  Lemon,  J.  H.  Hull,  at  the  request  of     •=°P^=y; 
H.  N.  Barnes,  was  placed  on  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  in    mittle'on  ^- 

h.       1  visaU. 

is  stead. 

Heman  Bangs  moved  the  following  preamble  and  resolu- 
tion, namely  : 

Whereas  the  Discipline  requires  two  thirds  of  all  the  delegates 
to  form  a  quorum  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  no  delegate  be  sent  out  to  preach  at  such  a  distance  to'send  preach- 
that  he  cannot  return  on  Monday  morning  in  sufi5cient  time  to  ers  abroad  on 
meet  the  Conference  at  its  morning  session.  the  Sabbath. 

John  Kennaday  moved,  as  a  substitute,  That  the  session  Substitute     to 

on  Mondays  commence  at  half  past  2  o'clock  P.  M.,  instead  Monday's  ses- 

of  8  o'clock  A.  M.     On  motion  of  James  Drummond,  the  2'o"c?ockPrM. 

substitute  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  70  to  66.  on thetebie.** 
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May  15, 1?56. 
Besolution    laid 
on  the  table. 

Appeal  of  J.  M. 
Snow  taken  up. 


On  motion  of  Asbury  Lowrey,  tlie  original  resolution  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  James  H.  Perry,  the  appeal  of  Jonathan 
M.  Snow  was  taken  up. 

By  consent,  W.  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by  F.  Hodgson,  pre- 
sented the  following  resolution : 


Eesolation  re- 
quiring that 
the  subject  of 
resolutions  be 
announced 
when  offered. 

Laid     on     the 
table. 


Call  for  memo- 
rials and  peti- 
tions. 

N.  HAMrsmEE. 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
First  Church, 
Great  Falls. 

Ecferred. 

Memorial       on 
Slavery     from 
Main-street, 
Great  Falls. 

Eefcrred. 

Teoy. 

Memorial  on 
Extension  of 
Time,  from 
Pittsfield. 

Ecferred. 

Memorial  on 
LayRcpresent- 
ation. 

Eeferred. 


N.  York  East. 

Memorial  on 
Extension  of 
Time,  from 
First  Place, 
Brooklyn. 

Eeferred. 


Califokxia. 
Memorial    from 

Lorenzo 

Waugh. 
Eeferred. 


Black  I^ver. 

Memorial  from 
Lysander  on 
Presiding  El- 
dership. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  from 
Henderson  on 
the  Presiding 
Eldership. 

Eeferred. 


Resolved,  That  hereafter,  during  the  progress  of  this  Conference, 
no  miscellaneous  resolution  or  resolutions  shall  be  received,  unless 
the  subject  of  the  same  be  named  by  the  mover. 

On  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley,  this  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

By  consent,  the  roll  of  Conference  was  called  for  memorials 
and  petitions,  and  they  were  presented  as  follows,  namely : 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — Richard  S.  Rust  pre- 
sented a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  the  First  Church,  Great 
Falls,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

James  Thurston  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Main-street  Church,  Great  Falls,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

Troy  Conference. — Henry  L.  Starks  presented  a  me- 
morial on  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service  from  Pitts- 
field  Quarterly  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Itinerancy.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  the 
same  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  on  the  subject  of  Lay 
Representation,  both  in  the  Annual  and  General  Conferences, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy. 

New-York  East  Conference. — James  Floy  presented 
a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference  of  the 
First  Place  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Brooklyn,  Long 
Island,  on  Extending  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

California  Conference. — John  D.  Blain  presented  a 
memorial  from  Lorenzo  Waugh,  relating  to  Compensation 
for  Missionary  services,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Commit- 
tee on  Missions. 

Black  River  Conference. — James  Erwin  presented  a 
memorial  from  Lysander  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding 
Eldership,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itin- 
erancy. 

Isaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  oflBcial 
members  at  Henderson  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  El- 
dership, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Mner- 
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ancy.     He  also  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Lor-  '^'^^y  15, 1856. 

raine,  and  one  from  Rome  District  Preachers'  Convention,  Kome  District 

and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Eeferredf^' 

Oneida   Conference. — Daniel  W.  Bristol  presented   a  Oneida. 

^  Memorial       on 

memorial  on  Slavery  from  Ludlowville,  and  it  was  referred     slavery    from 

.  *^  '  Ludlowville. 

to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred. 

Elias  Bowen  presented   a  petition   from    Morris  Chapel,  '^"rls'^cimpd 

Wyoming  Conference,  relating  to   Boundaries,  and  it  was  Keferre"d"^""°^' 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Genesee  Conference. — Israel  Chamberlayne  presented  Genesee. 

an  attested  copy  of  the  Report  on  Slavery  adopted  by  the  pwt  °on  siav- 

Genesee  Conference  at  its  last  session,  and  it  was  referred  to  itefcrred. 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Michigan  Conference. — W.  H.  Brockway  presented  a  JJemoHar' 

memorial  from  Marengo  Circuit,  praying  that  no  slaveholder  ^lavery    from 

.  »  .       .  Marengo. 

may  hereafter  be  eligible  to   membership  in  the  Methodist   Referred. 
Episcopal  Church,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

Ohio  Conference. — James  M.  Jamison  presented  a  me-   ^"^-  .  ,  - 
morial  from  John  Andry  in  relation  to   Compensation  for  p'^^'^"^"'^^- 
Services,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

Joseph  M.  Trimble  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Ohio  Memorial  on  a 

/~t      f  ,  .  ,  n  y  •■,  course  of  Study 

Conference,  asking  that  a  course  of  study  may  be  prescribed  for  candidates 

for  those  who  may  apply  for  admission  on  trial  in  tlie  trav-  on  trial  in  the 

eling  connection,  and  upon  which  course  the  candidate  must  neltxonf 

be  examined  before  getting  his  recommendation ;  and  the  '"^  "^^ 
memorial  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy. 

Wisconsin   Conference. — P.    S.   Bennett  presented   a  WiscoNscf. 

'■  Memorial        on 

memorial  from  Waupun  Circuit  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,     Slavery    from 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.     He  also  Eeferred.' 

Memorial 
...  ^  .  ,      ,      .    .  .  ,    .  Keeder  Smith. 

plaining  oi  certain  matters  ot  administration,  and  it  was  re-  Referred. 
ferred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

I.  M.  Leihy  presented   a  memorial  from   Fon  du  Lac,  Memorial      on 

•'    ^  '      Slavery     from 

south  ward,  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to    ^o"  du,Lac. 
the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Rock  River  Conference. — Luke  Hitchcock  presented  a  ^^^^  ^T^?- 

r  Memonal    from 

memorial  asking  a  modification  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,    Crete  on   the 
from  the  Crete  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  and  it  was  re-    <iership. 

Referred. 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on   the  Itinerancy.     He  also  pre-  Memorial  from 

sented  a  memorial  from  the  same  Quarterly  Conference  on  ^^y'®  ""^  ^'*^' 

the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  ^**^^"'®*^- 
on  Slavery. 
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May  15, 1856.  CINCINNATI  CONFERENCE.— William  Young  presented  a 

Memfrfaffrom  memorial  from  Cincinnati,  praying  for  an  Extension  of  the 

Extension    0°  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

ESed  inittee  on  the  Itinerancy.     He  also  presented  a  memorial 

Memorial  from  from  James  B.  Finley  and  others  in  relation  to  the  Insurance 

and^othfrl"'on  of  Church  Property,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 

•  Church  insur-  r^^^^^^.^^  Economy. 


ance. 


Referred  Georffe  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  members 

Memorial    from  &  ^  ^.        .     .  1    ,•         .      t>  1 

Washington       ^f  ^t^q  Church  on  Washington  Circuit  m  relation  to  Bound- 
Boundaries,       jiries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
MemoSi  from       J.'w.  Fowble  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly 
?i"tt'pr:sid-  Conference  and  trustees  of  the  Ninth-street  Church,  Cincin- 
Kelr^lt''^'^"     nati,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Eldership,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.     He  also  pre- 
^'"ttslreT    sented  a  memorial  from  the  same  source  on  the  subject  of 
oFTime!"'''''"'  Extending  the  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was  referred 
Memorfai      on  to  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy.     He  likewise  presented 
NKtreeT""   ^  memorial  on  Slavery  from  the  same  Quarteriy  Conference 
Church. '^^        j^nd  trustees,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

JorxHEASTERN  SOUTHEASTERN  INDIANA  CONFERENCE.— E.  G.  Wood  pre- 

Memoriat  on  sented  a  memorial  from  Thomas  M.  Eddy,  Presiding  Elder 
Etzf  "'s^^h  of  Indianapolis  District,  and  W.  W.  Snyder,  Pastor  of  the 
duTfrom  ^te  Shelbyville  Station,  praying  that  Mrs.  Eliza  Smith,  widow  of 
hustandiothe  the  late  Ptev.  Seth  Smith,  be  released  from  the  debt  due  from 
Book  Concern^  ^y^g  estate  of  her  late  husband  to  the  Western  Book  Concern, 
Referred  ^^^^  .^  ^^^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Memorial  from  JT.  C.  Holliday  presented  a  memorial  from  Rev.  John  W. 
fo  b'e  ?eiealed  SuUivau,  praying  to  be  released  from  his  liability  to  pay  for 
loTayfo?^^  certain  Sunday  School  Advocates,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
■Hl^Tt'         Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Baltimore.  BALTIMORE  CONFERENCE. — John  A.  Collins  presented  a  me- 

^'Snd^es  "''  niorial  from  Frostburg  Circuit,  praying  that,  in  the  division  of 
from  Frost-  ^^^^^^^^^^^  g^j^  (.i^cuit  may  be  included  in  the  Baltimore  Con- 
Eeferred.  fg^ence,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Protest  from  Thomas  B.  Sargent  presented  a  protest  from  members 
cIrcZt."''"'  of  the  Church  on  Bloomingdale  Circuit,  against  being  set 
Referred.  ^^  ^^  ^^^  Wyoming  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Copy  of  petition  Committee  on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  copy  of  a 
wd^iefnS:  petition  from  the  same  circuit  in  1852,  and  it  was  referred 
Referred.  ^^  ^^^  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

NE^-ENaLAND.  New-England  Conference.— L.  R.  Thayer  presented  a 
^si^ery'  from  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Dedham,  and  it  was  referred  to 


Dedham. 
Referred. 


the  Committee  on  Slavery. 


/ 


J 
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On  motion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  seconded  by  Jonas  Dodge,     May  15, 1856. 

the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  of  the  Discipline  be,  Eesolntion  re- 
and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  report  some  method  of  Revising  '"ting  to  the 
the  Rituals  of  our  Church.  Revision  of  the 

Patuala  of  the 

On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  seconded  by  L.  W.  Berry,  the    ^'''^''''■ 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

_    Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  inquire  Resolution  in  re- 

mto  the  propriety  of  amending  the  formula  on  Baptism  in  our  ■''•^■o"  '»  strik- 

Discipline,  page  1 10,  by  striking  out  "  Holy  Catholic  Church,"  and  caVonV  ^"^^ 

substituting  instead  thereof  something  which  will  not  require  a  Church?" 
note  of  explanation, 

A.  J.  Phelps,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused  from  serv-  Change  in  Com- 
ing on  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause,  and  P.  D.  Gorrie  Tracfcause*''^ 
was  appointed  in  his  stead. 

H.  Mattison,  at  his  own  request,  was  excused  from  serving 

on  the  Committee  on  Education,  and  P.  D.  Gorrie  was  ap-  mitteeonEd"- 

pointed  in  his  stead.  '"'"°"- 

On  motion  of  Norval  Wilson,  seconded  by  N.  J.  B.  Morgan,  committee    on 

the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  :  Sf'^whether 

_    Resolved,   That  the   Committee   on   Revisals  be  instructed   to  nZo'ifos     ""^ 

inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  in  regard  should         be 

to  the  Irustees  of  our  Churches,  as  to  constitute  them  members  members      of 

of  the  Quarterly  Aleeting  Conference  by  virtue  of  their  office.  ference""'^  ^"'^ 

On  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  the  appeal  of  Jonathan  M.  ■^pp'^^'  ^^  J-  '^■ 

0  1     •,,    1  Snow  admitted 

bnow  was  admitted. 

James   H.  Perry  submitted    the    following    resolution, 
namely : 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in   Resolution     in 
Cxeneral  Conference  assembled,  That  in  all  cases  of  appeal  from     relation  to  doc- 
the  action  of  an  Annual  Conference,  the  papers  to  be  used  in  evi-     "™^°.^   *°  ^® 
dence,  and  the  charges  and  specifications  upon  which  the  appellant     Sc"  *^" 
was  tried  in  the  Annual  Conference,  should  be  specifically  referred 
to,  and  definitely  identified  by  the  Journal  of  the  Conference  and 
signed  by  the  presiding  Bishop  and  Secretary  of  the  Conference  • 
and  that  no  paper  not  so  identifiied  shall  be  read  in  evidence  with- 
out the  consent  of  the  parties. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  the  foregoing  resolution  Laid  on  the 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  84  to  45.  ^^'®" 

On  proceeding  to  read  the  charges,   specifications,   and  Documents  not 
findings  of  the  Conference,  it  was  found  that  the  document    Kecord.^^ 
containing  the  charges  was  not  so  connected  with  the  Jour- 
nal as  to  be  certainly  identified  by  the  Record ;  whereupon, 
on  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  in  consequence  of  informality  in  the  Records  of  Case  remanded 

the  Wisconsin  Conference,  in  the  case  of  J.  M.  Snow,  the  case  be  f"""  a  new  trial, 
remanded  to  the  Wisconsin  Conference  for  a  new  trial. 
EE 
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May  18, 1856.         Qn  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

^Son'olcom-  on  Itinerancy,  in  relation  to  an  Extension  of  the  Time  of 

™"nf  "V/ill-  Ministerial  Service  on  circuits  and  stations,  which  was  under 

tuTtot\£Ex.  consideration  at  the  close  of  the  forenoon's  session  yesterday, 

tension  ol  limo 

was  resumed.       ^jjg  ig;^Qn  up. 

Babstitute  The  substitute  offered  yesterday  morning  by  T.  H.  Peame 

amended.  ^^.^^  ^^^^^^  ^^^  Conference,  on  motion  of  Hiram  Kinsley, 

the  Substitute  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "by 

the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conference  at  the  request  of  the 

bishop  presiding,"  leaving  the  substitute  to  read  thus  : 

substitute      as        Resolved,  That  we  recommit  the  report  with  i°structix,ns  to  re- 
amended,  port  in  favor  of  extending  the  time  to  not  more  than  three  years. 

Vote  to  be  taken       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  Conference  resolved  that 
IW""   "'   the  vote  on  the  question  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 
Call  for  the  pre-       John  S.  Porter  moved  that  the  question  be  now  taken 
l^ZnT""""   without  further  debate,  and  164  members  voting  for  the 
motion,  the  call  for  the  previous  question  was  sustained. 
The  roll  of  Conference  was  then  called,  and  the  vote  was 
given  as  follows,  namely  : 
Ayes.  Ayes  —Baker,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Bingham,  Blain,  Boyd  of 

Northwestern  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brooks 
of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Burns, 
Britton  Carlton,  Chamberlayne,  Coggeshall,  Cooke,  Coombe, 
Cox  Crews,  Crooks,  Culver,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro, 
Dodge  Durbin,  Dustin,  Ervvin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Floy, 
Fowble,  Gillet,  Gorrie,  Gregg,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Hall, 
Harris  Hawkins,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer, 
Hoyt,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Kennaday,  Kidder,  King  of  Ver- 
mont,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kinsley,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Livesey 
Lowrey,  Mattison,  Merwin,  Moffitt,  Morey,  Nast,  Parks  of 
Troy  Peame  of  Oregon,  Perry,  Phelps,  Phillips,  Pilcher  of 
Michigan,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reid  of  New-York  East,  Re- 
qua  Rice  of  New-England,  Roberts,  Rust,  Sapp,  Simonds, 
Starks  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  Northwestern  In- 
diana, Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite,  Watson, 
Watts,  Webster,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Young  of  Cincinnati 

91 

Nays—AWen    of   Maine,    AUyn    of    Southern    Illinois, 

^"'''  Baird,  Bannister,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley, 

Blake     Blakeslee,   Bowen,   Bowers,   Boyd    of  Pittsburgh, 

Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of 

Baltimore,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Bur- 
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Hngham,  Carpenter,  Cartwriglit,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New-  May  16, 1856. 
York,  Clark  of  "Wyoming,  Coats,  Collins  of  Baltimore, 
Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Conrey,  Cooper,  Corrington, 
Crary,  Crawford,  Crowell,  Cunningham,  Dana,  Dimmitt, 
Drummond,  Felch,  Finley,  Flower,  French,  Goheen,  Graham, 
Griffen  of  New- York,  Griffin  of  Troy,  Griffith,  Hamilton, 
flaney.  Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hirst,  Hodgson, 
Holliday,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Jamison,  Kenney,  King  of 
New- York,  Kingsley  of  Genesee,  Kisling,  Knox,  Kuhl,  Lana- 
han,  Lauck,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Coombs,  Marcy, 
Martin  of  Northwestern  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore, 
Monroe,  Morgan,  Mulfinger,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Parks  of 
Oneida,  Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio, 
Pillsbury,  Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of 
New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Randall,  Roed  of  Iowa, 
Reese,  Rice  of  New- York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  San- 
derson, Sargent,  Sheer,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Smith  of 
Indiana,  Summers,  Stallard,  Starr,  Swaim,  Talbot,  Thomp- 
son of  Philadelphia,  Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve, 
Van  Deusen,  Wakefield,  Walker,  Wallace,  Washburn, 
Wheeler,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wilson  of  Erie, 
Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  and  Young   of  Ohio — 127. 

Declined  wim^.— Bangs— 1.  h.  Bangs  did  not 

Absent. — J.  M'Clintock,  in  consequence  of  sickness  in  his  M'Ciintock  ab- 
family,  1. 

Pending  the  call  of  ayes  and  noes,  a  motion  was  made  Session      pro- 
by  John  A.  Collins,  that  the  session  be  prolonged  till  final 
action  upon  the  report,  and  the  motion  was  carried. 

The  vote  on  the  substitute  .stands,  Yeas,  91 ;  Nays,  127; 
and  the  substitute  was  lost. 

J.  P.  Durbin,  with  consent  of  Conference,  withdrew  his  Motion  to  re- 

'  '  commit     with 

motion  to  recommit  with  instructions.  instructions 

withdrawB. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  resolution  contained  in 
the  report  of  the  committee,  as  originally  submitted,  was 
adopted  in  words  following,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  extend  the  Term  Eesolution  of 
of  Ministerial  Service  beyond  the  present  assigned  limits  of  two  adopted.'^^'*"'^ 
years. 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  whole  report,  except  Report,  except 
the  foregoing  resolution,  was  laid  on  the  table.  [^j^  "^^n °*the 

Conference  closed  with  the  benediction  by  Phineas  Rice.    Adionxmnent 
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May  16. 1856.  FRIDAY  MORNING,  MAY  16,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Edward 
Thomson,  of  North  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
Session      next       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  it  was  resolved  that  the 
^m^Tnce   'at  session  on  Monday  next  commence  at  two  o'clock  in  the 
2  o'clock.  afternoon,  instead  of  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning.  ^ 

Norval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following, 
namely : 

Keport  on  the  The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report  on  the  memorial 
Memorial  of  of  D.  J.  Snow,  of  niinois  Conference,  who  complains,  first,  that 
D.  J.  Snow.  J,  ^as  located  in  an  illegal  and  informal  manner  by  said  Conter- 
Adopted.  .j^  ^j^g  1848,  and  thereby  compelled  to  engage  m  secular 

business;  second,  that  by  an  equally  illegal  Process  he  the  said 
memorialist,  was  expelled  from  the  Conference  and  the  Church  m 
1853,  which  action  ruined  his  business  and  involved  him  m  a  loss 
of  several  thousand  dollars.  ,    ,  o     n        „t  p„r,fi„. 

The  above-named  memorialist  prayR  that  the  General  Confer- 
ence will  take  measures  to  ascertain  whether,  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Church,  an  annual  conference  can  legally  suspend  the 
claim  of  a  traveling  elder  upon  the  funds  of  the  Church,  and  then 
determine  that  said  suspension  cancels  the  obligation 

The  committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  disposition  of  the  case  be- 
longs to  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  the  memorialist  is  a 
member,  and  would  express  their  conviction  that  the  brethren  ot 
that  Conference  will  do  ample  justice  in  the  case.  The  committee 
request  to  be  released  from  the  further  consideration  of  the  me- 
morial. 

On  motion  of  W.  Hamilton,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  Missions  was  taken  up. 
Episcopal  an-  Isaac  Parks  moved,  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates 
toority  ^ui  t(j  Episcopal  authority  in  Africa  be  adopted.  Pending  this 
Bidwed.  ^'''  motion,  the  first  resolution  was  read,  when  John  A.  Collins 
Motion  to  moved  to  amend  it  by  striking  out^the  words,  «  and  have 
Sng  out*^   episcopal  jurisdiction  in  Africa  only." 

Pending  the  discussion,  John  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  H. 
Mattison,  moved  the  following  resolutions,  as  a  substitute  for 
both  the  resolution  and  amendment  under  consideration, 
namely : 

Substitute    of-       Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  shall  elect 
fered.  go^e  person  to  exercise  the  ofi&ce  of  a  bishop  among  t\em,  this 

General  Conference  authorize  our  bishops,  or  any  one  of  them,  to 
ordain  such  person  for  that  purpose.  . 

Resolved, 'ks.i  should  the  Church  in  Africa  organize  an  inde- 
pendent Church,  as  contemplated  in  the  preceding  resolution,  it 
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does  not  follow  that  we  shall  cease  to  foster  and  help  theni  by  our     May  15, 1856. 
missionary  funds,  but  that  we  shall  still  be  at  liberty  to  make  ap- 
propriations for  that  work,  so  long  as  they  shall  maintain  the  doc- 
trines of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

When  this   substitute  was   submitted,  John  A.  Collins   Amendment 

.to    strike    out 

withdrew  his  amendment  to  strike  out  a  certain  portion  ot    withdrawn, 
the  first  resolution  of  the  report. 

Minor  Raymond  moved  to  lay  both  the  substitute  and  the  Resolution  and 

•'  1  A       •   •  •  (■    1  •  substitute  botri 

original  resolution  on  the  table.     A  division  of  the  question     laid    on    tiie 
being  called  for,  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  sub- 
stitute on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  108  to  ^5,  after  wliicli  the  first  resolution  of  the  report 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  112  to  67. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Slicer,  the  report,  so  far  as  it  relates 
to  Episcopal  authority  in  Africa,  was  taken  up  and  recom- 
mitted. 

Francis  Hodgson  moved  to  take  the  substitute  offered  by  Motion  to  take 
J.  S.  Porter  from  the  table,  in  order  to  refer  it  to  the  Com-  the  substitute. 
mittee  on  Missions. 

Barnes  M.  Hall  moved  to  lay  this  motion  on  the  table,   Motion  to  lay  on 

.,         »  1  .  T        1  ,      .  the  table. 

but  the  motion  did  not  prevail ;  after  which,  the  substitute  Lost 

T       ,.1  Substitute     ta- 

was  taken  up,  and  referred.  ken  up  and  re- 

F.  G.  Hibbard,  seconded  by  A.  Lowrey,  submitted  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution,  to  wit : 

Whereas,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Conference,  a  bishop  should  be  Preamble  relat- 
elccted  to  preside  over  the  Church  in  Africa,  who  shall  reside  in  'f'th ''^d^B^* 
that  country ;  ^.    .  ,.  .  ,    ,     strictive  Rule!' 

And,  Whereas,  the  present  rule  of  our  Discipline  requires  that 
our  General  Superintendents  shall  travel  at  large  through  our 
work ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  so  far  alter  the  3d  Restrictive  Rule  of  sec.  2, 
ans. 5  to  question  1,  page  38,  as  to  add,  "nevertheless,  the  Bishop 
of  Africa  shall  not  be  subject  to  this  rule,  but  shall  be  restricted 
in  his  jurisdiction  to  Africa. 

This  preamble  and  resolution  were,  on  motion  of  J.  P.   Preamble    and 

.  -Kf     •  resolution    re- 

Durbin,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions.  ferred. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  residue  of  the  report  of   Eesidue  of  the 

the  committee  was  laid  on  the  table.  the  table. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  time  of  the  session  was   Session  prolong- 
ed. 
extended  till  Conference  shall  adjourn  on  motion. 

The  appointments  for  preaching  on  the  coming  Sabbath  Appointmente  ^ 
were  announced  by  the  Committee  on  Public  Worship.  announced. 

Seymour  Van  Deusen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on 
Sunday  Schools,  presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  in 
words  following,  to  wit : 


May  16, 1866. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Sun- 
day Schools. 

Adopted. 


Two  Sunday- 
school  meet- 
ings to  be  held. 

Committee  to 
make  arrange- 
ments. 


Memorial  from 
Samuel  Wil- 
liams relating 
to  a  Cheap 
Commentary. 

Laid  on  the 
table  to  be  read 
before  refeiTing 
it 

Memorial    from 
Philadelphia 
on  Lay  Kepre- 
sentatlon. 

Referred. 


Memoria's  from 
Geneva  on  the 
Presiding  Eld- 
ership and  on 
Lay  Represent- 
ation. 

Eeferred. 


Memorial       on 
Lay      Delega- 


Adjournment. 
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The  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  beg  leave  to  report  further  in 

^^That  they  have  had  before  them  the  subject  of  a  Sunday-school 
demonstration  some  time  during  the  session  of  this  body,  and,  after 
consultation  with  several  of  the  pastors  and  Sunday-school  super- 
intendents in  this  city,  believe  that  such  demonstration  is  both 
desirable  and  practicable,  and  therefore,  „,  ^  .     i. 

1  Resolved,  That  two  meetings  be  held  on  Wednesday,  21st  inst., 
one' for  children  at  3  o'clock  P.  M.,  and  another  for  adults  at  7}^ 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  ,      „  ,     ,    v        i.v 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be  author- 
ized to  make  all  suitable  arrangements  for  such  meetings. 

Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  memorial  from  Samuel  Wil- 
liams, of  Cincinnati,  on  the  subject  of  a  Cheap  Commentary 
on  the  Holy  Scriptures ;  and  it  was  laid  on  the  table  in  order 
that  it  may  be  read  in  Conference  before  it  is  referred  to  a 
committee. 

John  P.  Durbin  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
the  Church  in  Philadelphia  in  relation  to  Lay  Representation, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  and 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

F.  G.  Hibbard  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Geneva 
Quarterly  Conference,  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Elder- 
ship, and  one  from  ministers  and  official  members  of  the 
Church  in  Geneva,  on  Lay  Representation,  and  they  were 
both  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

H.  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  on  Lay  Delegation,  which 
was  on  yesterday  presented  by  H.  L.  Starks,  and  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy ;  and  it  was  referred 
to  tbe  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

Conference  adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop 
Ames. 


May  17, 1856.         SATUKDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  17, 1856. 


Eegnlar     order 
BUBpended. 


Secretary  to  fur- 
nish copy  of 
the  action,  &c., 
in  the  case  of 
D.  J.  Snow. 


Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Waugb  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  exercises  were  conducted  by  Pennell 
Coombe,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended  for  the  present. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  Secretary  was  in- 
structed to  furnish  him  with  a  copy  of  the  action  of  this 
body  on  the  appeal  from  the  decision  of  the  Illinois  Conference 
in  the  case  of  D.  J.  Snow,  together  with  a  copy  of  the  me- 
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morial  of  the  said  Snow,  and  of  the  report  of  the  committee 
thereon  adopted  by  the  Conference. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  vote  adopting  the  re- 
port of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools,  relating  to  a  pub- 
lic demonstration  in  this  city  during  the  session  of  Confer- 
ence yesterday,  was  reconsidered.  The  report  was  then 
amended,  by  striking  out  from  the  first  resolution  the  words 
"Wednesday  the  21st  instant,"  and  inserting  "Thursday, 
the  22d  instant;"  after  which  the  report,  as  amended,  was 
adopted. 

J.  Porter,  seconded  by  J.  P.  Durbin,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing preamble  and  resolution,  and  they  were  adopted,  namely  : 

Whereas  many  hundreds,  if  not  thousands,  of  our  members  are 
annually  lost  fi'om  our  Church  by  not  presenting  their  notes  of 
recommendation  when  they  remove  from  one  circuit  to  another ; 
therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  hereby  are, 
instructed  to  inquire  if  some  measure  may  not  be  devised  by  which 
this  evil  may  be  remedied. 

The  following  resolution,  submitted  by  J.  Porter,  and 
seconded  by  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline  be  amended  by  striking  out  the 
word  "  up,"  page  29,  in  the  sentence,  "  By  running  with  patience 
the  race  which  is  set  up  before  them."  Also,  by  striking  out, 
"  and  worn-out  preachers,"  page  41,  fifth  line  from  top. 

J.  Porter,  seconded  by  E.  Thomson,  submitted  the  follow- 
ing resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  ch.  iv,  sec.  1,  Ques.  3,  Ans.  3, 
page  41,  immediately  following  the  words,  "  Seminaries  of  learning 
which  are,  or  may  be,  under  our  superintendence,"  be  amended 
by  the  insertion  of  these  words :  "  Except  also,  in  special  cases, 
where  he  shall  judge  that  the  interests  of  the  work  require  it, 
he  may  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  circuit  or  station  the 
third  year,  provided  that  an  annual  conference,  voting  on  the  case 
by  his  request,  shall  recommend  it." 

On  motion  of  G.  W.  Walker,  this  resolution  was  laid  on 
the  table  by  a  vote  of  80  to  65. 

John  P.  Durbin,  seconded  by  James  Porter,  submitted 
the  following  resolution,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  incorporated  in  the  Discipline  as 
indicated : 

3d.  "  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  each  Annual  Conference  annually 
to  appoint  a  committee  to  audit  the  accounts  of  each  Superintend- 
ent of  Missions  within  its  bounds,  and  report  to  the  Conference." 
(See  Discipline,  ch.  iv,  p.  190.) 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 


May  IT,  1956. 


EeconsideratioD, 
amendment, 
and  adoption 
of  the  Eeport 
of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Sunday 
Schools. 


Preamble  and 
resolution 
concerning 
members  re- 
moving from 
one  charge  to 
another. 


Proposition  to 
strike  out 

"  up "  from  a 
certain  phrase 
in  the  Disci- 
pline. 

Referred. 


Kesolution  to 
remove  the  re- 
striction on  the 
appointing 
power  in  spe- 
cial cases. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Committee     to 
audit    the   ac- 
counts of  Su- 
perintendents 
of  Missions. 

Referred  to 
Committee  oa 
Revisals. 
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May  17, 1856.         On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of 

business  was  resumed. 
Keport  relating       William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 

Libfril""^  '"■  sions,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  a  Missionary  Bishop 
Annual  Confer-  for  Liberia ;  also  a  report  in  relation  to  an  Annual  Con- 

^nce^in  Ger-  ^^^^^^^  .^  Germany,  also  a  report  relating  to  a  Book  Con- 
^CLrman'"''  cem  in  Germany ;  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table  one  day, 
^i^bierderlhe  Under  the  rule,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

rule.  William  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Mis- 

sions, presented  a  further  report,  as  follows,  namely : 

Eeport  of  the  The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  further : 
Committee  on  1  We  have  considered  the  memorial  from  the  ^ew-LngIan(l 
Missions  relat-  conference  as  to  a  division  of  the  missionary  organization  into 
ISfofthemll:  Foreign  and  Domestic  Missionary  Societies  and  recommend  that 
sionary  organ-  the  suggestion  in  the  memorial  be  not  adopted,  for  the  reason  that,  in 
Uation  into  ^ur  opinion,  it  would  reduce  the  aggregate  receipts,  and  make  an 
For^fgn  D^  undue  division  of  the  receipts  between  the  foreign  and  domestic 
partments.  work,  in  favor  of  foreign  missions.  .  ^       ,  ,,  <,  > 

Benort  relating  2.  Further.— We  have  carefully  considered  the  papers  refer- 
to^''  Co^  ring  to  Conrad  Muth,  presented  by  Brother  Crary,  and  find  no 
Muth.  case  on  ^hich  a  report  can  be  made,  as  no  case  is  stated.    But  if 

the  papers  are  to  be  supervised  at  all,  they  belong  to  the  Annual 
Conference.  ,    ,  .     x-      ^ 

■„       .     ,  ^-  3    Further  —We  have  duly  considered  the  communication  from 

^Cperannua!  the  *New-York  East  Conference,  in  referenced  the  superannuated 
ted  men  in  men  whose  health  failed  in  foreign  missions,  and  beg  leave  to 
foreign  mis-  report  that  in  the  judgment  of  the  committee,  the  Constitution 
"""*•  of  the  Missionary  Society,  in  article  fifth,  makes  sufi&cient  pro- 

vision for  such  cases.  ^     j?  xu    t  • 

Liberia  Confer-  4.  Further.-Wc  have  duly  considered  the  request  of  the  Li- 
ence  to  have  ^^i^  Annual  Conference,  asking  aid  for  their  infant  Book  ton- 
books  at  the  ^  recommend  that  the  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  fur- 
rro^'wn^"  Ssh  them  wiJh  books  for  cash,  at  such  prices  as  they  furnish 
positories.          them  to  our  own  Depositories. 

Action  of  the  5.  FuRTHER.-We  have  duly  considered  the  recommendation 
Missionary  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee  at  its  session  in  iooo-  tbat 
Board  in  ap-  jj^g  go^rd  obtain  the  formal  sanction  of  the  General  Conference 
FunKifeth-  to  their  construction  of  the  Constitution  by  virtue  of  J.^^f  ^tjey 
SbodSta  make  appropriations  to  aid  missions  of  other  Methodit  bodies 
fraternal  cor-  .^^ich  are  in  fraternal  correspondence  with  the  General  Lonter- 
respondence  ence,  and  recommend  that  we  approve  of  the  action  of  the  Gen- 
Siich.  eral  Committee  and  Board  in  the  premises. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 


Eeport        con- 


Eeport      con-  On  motion  of  F.  C.  Holliday,  Conference  proceeded  to 

by  uem.  ""^  Consider  this  report  item  by  item.     Pending  the  discussion 

Call    for    the  of  the  first  item,  Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  that  the  vote  be 

gotTsrtXel:  taken  without  further  debate;  and  this  motion  being  sus- 

First        item  tained  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  thirds,  the  vote  was 

*  ^'^  ^  '  taken  accordingly,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 

Second      item       The  second  item  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  F.  C.  HoUi- 
adopted. 

day,  it  was  adopted. 
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After  tlie  third  item  had  been  read,  William  Graham  2.^.^^  ^7*  ^^^^• 

Third  Item  laid 

moved  its  adoption.     Pending  this  motion,  J.  Z.  JNichols    on  the  table, 
moved  that  the  item  be  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  motion 
prevailed. 

The  fourth  item  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  F.  C.  Holli-  ^°^^^^^  "^"^ 
da}'  it  vcas  adopted. 

The  fifth  item  was  read,  and  on  motion  of  F.  C.  Holliday  Fifth        item 

"'      aaoptecl. 

it  was  adopted. 

F.  G.  Hibbard,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 
presented  a  report  relating  to  the  following  matters,  to  wit : 
changing  the  place  of  holding  an  annual  conference ;  the         —- 
note  on  page  110  of  the  Discipline;  and  the  chapter  on 
Dress.    The  report  was  read,  and  lies  over  under  the  rule. 

Minor  Raymond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  ^oftheC^mmft- 
presented  a  report  in  part,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows,  to  ^^e  on^siavery. 
wit: 

The  Committee  on  Slavery  beg  leave  to  report  in  part : 
That  certain  papers  relating  to  the  Tract  Cause  have  been  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery  ;  that  they  consider  themselves 
sufl&ciently  employed  in  considering  the  main  question  committed 
to  them  ;  that  the  same  subject  contained  in  said  papers  has  been 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause  ;  and  they  therefore 
ask  that  all  papers  relating  to  the  Tract  Cause  be  referred  to  the 
Tract  Committee. 

Elias  Bowen,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Bible  ^^por* .  ^^  t^« 

'  Committee  on 

Cause,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject.     After  it  was  t^e         Bible 

read,  the  resolutions  were  taken  up  in  order  and  acted  upon 

severally. 

The  first  and  second  resolutions  were  read  and  adopted.  First  and  second 

Pending  the  consideration   of  the  third  resolution,  Hiram  adopted. 

Kinsley  moved  to  amend  it  by  adding  these  words :  "  but  we  amend  ^'^^  the 

do  not  desire  special  agents  to  be  sent  among  us  to  raise  uon.     ^^^^  ^' 

collections."     On  motion  of  J.  Z.  Nichols  the  amendment  Amendment 

laid     on     the 

was  laid  on  the  table.     The  tbird,  fourth,  and  fifth  resolu-    table. 

,  -  -  '  '  Third,      fourth, 

tions  were  then  adopted.  and  fifth  reso- 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs  the  report  was  adopted  as  a    ^.  °° 

,     ,  Eeport     as      a 

■Wnole.  whole  adopted. 

The  following  are  the  resolutions  included  in  the  report  Eesoiutions  on 
on  the  Bible  Cause,  and  adopted  by  the  Conference,  namely :    cause. 


1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  cherishes  the  most 
cordial  and  undiminished  confidence  in  the  American  Bible  Society, 
and  hereby  recommends  the  ministers  and  members  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  cooperate  with  it,  and  exert  them- 
selves to  carry  out  its  noble  and  benevolent  designs. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  intention  and  effort 
of  the  Board  of  Managers  to  secure  a  systematic  and  thorough 


Adopted. 
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May  17, 1856.  reexploration  and  re-supply  of  the  entire  country,  and  that  we  rc(V 
oramend  our  ministers  and  members  everywhere  to  cooperate  in 
this  worlc,  and  help  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect  in  their  several 
fields  of  labor. 

3.  Resolved,  That  inasmuch  as  the  successful  carrying  out  of  the 
designs  of  the  American  Bible  Society  depends  on  the  efficiency 
of  its  auxiliaries,  we  recommend  all  under  our  charge  to  cooper- 
ate with  those  auxiliaries,  to  encourage,  strengthen,  and  assist 
them. 

4.  Resolved,  That  in  declining  all  attempts  or  movements  to- 
ward a  new  translation  of  the  Bible,  the  Society  is  entitled  to 
our  warmest  thanks,  and  for  its  pains  to  furnish  an  entirely  pure 
and  correct  edition  of  the  Bible  in  our  commonly  received  English 
version. 

5.  Resolved,  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  whole  subject,  we 
hereby  recommend  to  each  minister  in  the  connection  to  preach  at 
least  once  a  year  on  this  subject,  and  generally  at  the  time  when 
he  makes  his  annual  collection  for  the  Bible  cause. 

[For  the  Report  in  full,  see  Appendix  S.] 
Joseph  Hoidich  While  the  foregoing  report  was  under  consideration, 
^o^erence.**"^  Joseph  Holdich,  one  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  American 
Bible  Society,  on  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  was  invited 
to  address  the  Conference  on  the  subject-matter  of  the  re- 
port ;  whereupon,  in  a  brief  but  pertinent  address,  he  urged 
the  claims  of  the  American  Bible  Society  upon  the  ministry 
and  membership  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  Secretary  was  instructed  to 
furnish  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  report  to  the  Board  of  Man- 
agers of  the  American  Bible  Society. 
Temperance  re-       Henry  Slicer,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temper- 
read,^Md°iaid   ance,  submitted  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of 
on  the  table.     ^  j^,^^  Crawford,  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  bo 
printed. 

H.  Mattison,  seconded  by  A.  J.  Dana,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

General     Dele-  Resolved,  That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  General  Conference,  it  is 

gate     of    the  not  necessary,  so  far  as  our  Annual  Conferences  are  concerned, 

American  that  a  special  General  Delegate  should  be  employed  by  the  Ameri- 

Bible  Society.  ^^^  g^^^^  Society  to  visit  ws  at  our  annual  sessions. 

Exceptions  to  H.  Bangs  took  exceptions  to  the  introduction  of  this  res- 
Uon  oflbe  res-  olution  as  an  infraction  of  the  rules  of  order  governing  the 
olution.  Conference,  whereupon   Benjamin   Griflfen  moved  that  the 

order  of  business  be  suspended,  in  order  to  act  on  the  fore- 
Order  suspend-  going  resolution,  and  the  motion  prevailed  ;  after  which  a  call 
Can  for  the  pre-  for  the  prcvious  question,  on  motion  of  William  Cooper, 
JustTined."'""''  having  been  sustained,  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  resolution, 
Kesoiution  and  it  was  adopted. 

Memo^  from       The  chair  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Trustees  of  the 


Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 

Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Education.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
Milo  Chamberlain  on  Emancipation,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

The  conferences  were  called  in  order  for  the  presentation 
of  memorials,  petitions,  and  appeals  ;  and  they  were  pre- 
sented as  follows,  namely : 

New-Hampshire  Conference. — Newel  Culver  present- 
ed a  memorial,  signed  by  himself  and  Charles  N.  Smith,  in 
relation  to  more  complete  Quarterly  Reports  from  the 
preacher  in  charge,  concerning  persons  received  into  the 
Church  or  dismissed  from  it,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

New- York  Conference. — Benjamin  Griffen  presented  a 
memorial  from  George  Coles,  on  the  subject  of  publishing  a 
Condensed  Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Troy  Conference. — H.  L.  Starks  presented  a  memorial 
from  members  of  the  Church  at  Fort  Plain,  praying  that 
the  said  appointment  may  be  transferred  from  the  Oneida 
Conference  to  the  Troy  Conference ;  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

New-York  East  Conference. — John  M.  Reid  presented 
a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Summerfield  Chapel, 
Brooklyn,  praying  that  the  General  Conference  take  no 
action  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

Heman  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
Allen-street  Church,  New- York,  requesting  that  no  change 
should  be  made  in  the  rule  of  Discipline  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

John  B.  Merwin  presented  five  memorials,  to  wit :  one 
from  members  of  the  Forsyth-street  Church,  New- York ; 
one  from  members  of  the  Carlton  Avenue  Church,  Brook- 
lyn ;  one  from  members  of  the  Pacific-street  Church,  Brook- 
lyn ;  one  from  members  of  the  Dean-street  Church,  Brook- 
lyn ;  and  one  from  members  of  the  Fleet-street  Church, 
Brooklyn ;  all  requesting  that  no  change  be  made  in  the 
rule  of  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  Slavery  ;  and  they  were 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Vermont  Conference. — A.  Webster  presented  a  me- 
morial on  Slavery  from  Danville,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 
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Garrett  BibU- 
cal  Institute. 

Referred. 

Memorial  on 
Emancipation 
from  Milo 

Chamberlain. 

Referred. 

Call  for  memo- 
rial and  peti- 
tions. 

N.    HAMPSniKE. 

Memorial  re- 
lating to  Quar- 
terly Reports. 


New-York. 

Me'.Tnorial  from 
George  Coles 
on  Cheap  Com- 
mentary. 

Referred. 

Trot. 

Memorial  from 
Fort  Plain  on 
Boundaries. 

Referred. 


N.  YoKK  East. 

Memorial       on 
Slavery     from 
Summerfield 
Chapel,  Brook- 
lyn. 

Referred. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Allen-street, 

Referred. 


Memorials  on 
Slavery  from 
Forsyth-street, 
Carlton  Ave- 
nue, Pacific- 
street,  Dean- 
street,  and 
Fleet-street 

Referred. 


Vermont. 
Memorial  from 

Danville       on 

Slavery. 
Referred. 
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May  IT,  1856.        Black  River  Conferknce. — J.  Erwin  presented  a  memo- 

Memo^riawrom  rial  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  Syracuse, 
Extension    of  on  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it  was 

E^fwed.  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Memorial  from  Isaac  S.  Bingham  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quar- 
terly Confer-  terly  Meeting  Conferences  of  Rome  District,  requesting 
a"te*ra°ions°  of   sundry  alterations  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Eeferre'd?'^  ^^^    the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Memorial  from  H.  Mattison  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Elder- 
on*  Presiding  ship  and  Extension  of  Time  from  West  Winsted,  and  it  was 
Extension    of   referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy. 

iMmed.  East  Maine  Conference. — C.  D.  Pillsbury  presented  a 

MtSoriaWrom  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Penobscot  Station,  and  it  was 
Slayer^*   ""^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Eeforred.  'E.'RXK  CONFERENCE. — G.  B.  Hawkins  presented  a  memo- 

Memorial  from   fijil  from  the  First  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  Cleveland 

Cleveland     on  ^  i  i       /-i  • 

Extension  of  on  Extension  of  Time,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
Keferred,  on  Itinerancy.    Also,  on  motion  of  G.B.Hawkins,  so  much  of 

ing  to  a  change  the  memorial  from  Akron,  now  in  the  hands  of  the  Com- 


concerning        mittee  on  Itinerancy,  as  relates  to  a  preacher's  not  serving 


Ministerial 


EefeSed.  Diore  than  two  years  in  six,  in  the  same  station  or  circuit,  be 

referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
EastGenbsee.        j;ast  Genesee  Conference. — F.  G.  Hibbard  presented 

Memonal    from  .       /.  X   •  t 

Ovid  and  Shei-  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Ovid  and 
Presiding  Eld-  Sheldrake,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itin- 
Eeferred.  erancy.     He  also   presented  a  memorial   from    the   same 

Extension  of  source,  relating  to  an  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial 
^fOTed.  Service  on  circuits  and  stations,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 

Committee  on  Revisals. 
M^morkf'    on       MICHIGAN  CONFERENCE. — R.  Sapp  presented  a  memo 
Slavery    from  j.jal  on  Slavery  from  Du  Plain  Circuit,  and  it  was  referred 

Duplam,  •' 

Keferred.  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Me^oriaTfrom       RocK  RivER  CONFERENCE. — H.  Crews  presented  a  memo- 
Council  Hill  on  rial  from  Council  Hill  on  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Boundaries.  -r.  -.     .  -rr       i 

Eeferred.  the  Committee  on  Boundanes.     He  also  presented  a  memo- 

Chic'^  ™on  rial  from  ministers  and  members  of  the  Church  in  Chicago 
Church Exten-  ^  relation  to  "The  Northwestern  Church  Extension  Society 

Eeferred.  ^^  ^^^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,"  and  it  was  referred  to 

a  special  committee  of  five. 

Session      pro-       Qn  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  time  of  the  session  was 

longed. 

extended  till  we  adjourn  on  motion. 
NoKTHOmo.  North  Ohio  Conference. — W.  L.  Harris  presented  the 

Burgess  made  Appeal  of  Oliver  Burgess  from  the  decision  of  the  North 
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Ohio  Conference,  by  which  it  convicted  him  of  maladminis-  ^ay  it,  1856. 

'     •'  T  ■  1,  the  order  of  the 

tration,  and  refused  to  pass  his  character,  and  on  motion  the  day  for  Wed- 

Appeal  was  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  Wednesday  ing  next, 
morning  next,  immediately  after  reading  the  Journah 

W.  B.  Disbro  presented  a  memorial  from  several  Quarterly  ^^,g'y°f  "^^  ^J,"^ 

Conferences  in  Cleveland  District,  praying  for  the  erection  tnct,     asking 

'  ^      ■'      °  tlie  erection  of 

of  a  Western  Reserve  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  a  Western  Ee- 

.  ■!->  1      •  serve     Confer- 

Comraittee  on  Boundaries.  ence. 

Cincinnati  Conference. — William  Young  presented  a  cincinatti. 

memorial  from  Edward   Conkling  on   the  subject  of  Lay  ^X^^rd^coX 

Representation,  and  it  was  referred  to  the   Committee  on  HngonLayEe- 

i  '  presentation. 

Itinerancy.  Keferred. 

J.  W.  Fowble  presented  a  memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eld-  ^'jrinnit/^'on 

ership  from   members  of  the   Church   in   Cincinnati,  and  it  EiderfhT'*^"*^ 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  Referred. 

The  memorial  from  Samuel  Williams,  relating  to  a  cheap  M<5moriai      ot 

Commentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  presented  by  Bishop  'iams,  relating 

Simpson  yesterday,  was  taken  from  the  table,  read,  and  re-  Commentary. 

f       \  ,  -1  u.  f  c  Referred. 

ferred  to  a  special  committee  of  five. 

Iowa  Conference. — H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  i?"^^- .  ,  , 

r  Memorial    from 

on  Boundaries  from  Muscatine,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Muscatine   on 

.  -n  1      •  Boundaries. 

Committee  on  Boundaries.  Referred. 

Providence  Conference. — Daniel  Wise  presented  three  Providence. 

/-i     1  f>,       ■  Memorials     on 

memorials   on   Slavery,  one  irom  Cochesset   Station,    one  Slavery    from 

from   Osterville,  and  one  from  East  Weymouth,  and  they  terviUe,     and 

were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred™"" 

William  Livesey  presented  three  memorials  on  Slavery,  Memorials     on 

one  from  Wapping  Station,  one  from  Stoughton  Station,  Wapiung, 

and  one  from  West  Thompson  Station,  and  they  were  re-  Wesf  Thomp- 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Referred. 

A.  H.  Triplett,  seconded  by  John  Morey,  presented  the 
following  resolution,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Trials  and  Appeals. 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in  Resolution  re- 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Court  lattngto  errors 
of  Trials  and  Appeals  be  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience     ti^on 'of  iTw'^*'** 

of  having  some  rule  inserted  to  arrest  manifest  errors  in  applica-  instructions  to 
tion  of  law  by  Appellate  Courts,  in  taking  advantage  by  legal  the  Committee 
technicalities,  or  technical  construction,  in  doing  violence  to  the  ^"  ^"^^  *"*^ 
spirit  and  intention  of  rule  in  Discipline.  Appeals. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by  S.  W. 

Coggeshall,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely :  Ecsoiution   in- 
structing   the 
Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  con-     Re^iSJfto  in^ 
eider  the  expedience  of  striking  out  the  latter  clause  of  the  an-     quire  whether 


•»»> 
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May  IT,  1S56.  swer  to  question  3,  section  2,  page  43  of  the  Discipline  ;  also  of 

the  restrictions  amending  the  Discipline  by  striking  out  the  following  clause,  in 

relatiufr  to  the  answer  3,  of  question  3,  section  1,  chapter  iv,  page  41,  namely: 

BWin"     EMcr  "  Provided  also  that,  with  the  exceptions  above  named,  lie  shall  not 

and  ^Preacher  continue  a  preacher  in  the  same  appointment  more  than  two  years 

ought  not  to  be  in  six,  nor  in  the  same  city  more  than  four  years  in  succession." 
struck  out. 


On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  E.  E.  Griswold,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Kesolntion    for  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  in- 

^l'^  Committee  quire  whether,  when  any  member  of  an  Annual  Conference  is  em 

Utineto^Super-  ployed  on  a  foreign  mission,  and  shall  lose  his  health  while  so 

annuated  Mis-  employed,  the  Society  should  not  make  such  provision  for  his  sup- 

sionaries.  port  as  the  Board  of  Managers  shall  judge  necessary. 

On  motion  of  Samuel  Wakefleld,  seconded  by  John  Mof- 
fatt,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Eesolution    re-       Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  are  here- 

lating    to    au-   by  instructed   to  inquire  into   the   expedience  of  amending  the 

^v»'^tH&^^^^  Discipline,   answer    4    to    question   1,   sec.  4,  chap,    ix,    Part  I, 

paae  100,  by  adding,  "  lohich  shall  have  authority  to  order  a  new 

trial." 

On  motion  of  11.  Mattison,  seconded  by  M.  D'C.  Craw- 
ford, the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  :' 

Secretary  to  fnr-  Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this  body  be  instructed  to  furnish 

Dish  J.  Holdich  to  Rev.  Joseph  Holdich  a  copy  of  our  action  this  morning  in  relar 

a  copy  of  the  ^-^^  ^^^  ^j^g  ^^^^  ^f  General  Delegate  of  the  American  Bible  So- 

resolution  con-  .                                                                ° 

cerning  a  Gen-  Ciety. 

the  Bible  So-       Bames  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  E.  B.  Bradford,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Motion  to       Resolved,  That  the  tenth  rule  of  the  Conference  be  amended  by 

amend        the   substituting  the  word  "  subject"  for  the  word  "question." 
tenth  rule. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  resolution,  Conference 

Adjournment       adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Norval  Wilson, 


May  19, 1856.      MONDAY  AFTEENOON,  MAY  19th,  1856. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Morris 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  I.  M. 
Leihy,  of  the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  chair  having  announced  that  the  honored  representa- 
tives of  the  British  Wesleyan  Conference  were  about  to  depart, 
business  was  suspended,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Hannah  and  Rev.  Mr. 


The  British  del 

egatea        take 
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ence  for  the  Christian  kindness  and  consideration  with  which  ^*y  i^'  1568. 
they  had  been  received,  as  Methodist  preachers,  both  by  the 
General  Conference  as  a  body,  and  by  its  members  sever- 
ally, and  after  most  earnestly  imploring  the  blessing  of  Al- 
mighty God  upon  the  ministry  and  membership  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  praying  that  he  would  pre- 
serve her  in  her  unity  and  spirituality,  they  bade  the  Con- 
ference an  affectionate  farewell. 

Bishop  Waugh,  for  himself  and  his  colleagues,  and  on   The  Conference 
behalf  of  the  General  Conference,  responded  to  the  British     ish    delegates 
delegates,  after  which  the  Conference,  by  a  rising  vote  and    "  '®'^' 
silent  prayer,  bade  them  adieu. 

Reports  from  standing  committees  being  in  order, 
Nerval  "Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  relating  to  matters  at  Iloboken,  New- 
Jersey,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  memo-  j-gport  of  tho 
rial  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  concerning  certain  irregularities  Coiumlttee  on 
at  Hoboken,  on  Paterson  District,  of  that  Conference,  beg  leave  to  Itineraucy  re- 
recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution,  namely :  ters"^at*°Hobo- 

Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  ken,  New-Jer- 

in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  irregularities  complain-  sey. 

ed  of  in  Hobolcen  are  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  authorities,  to  Adopted. 
whom  the  persons  are  respectively  amenable. 

Nerval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  on  the  subject  of  the  Presiding  Elder- 
ship. 

Barnes  M.  Hall,  seconded  by  H.  Mattison,  moved  the 
following  as  a  substitute  for  the  report,  namely : 


Substitute  for 
the  report  sub- 
mitted. 


Add  the  following  to  sec.  11,  page  45,  of  Discipline : 
"  12.  Whenever  an  Annual  Conference  shall  request  the  Bishop  to 
give  the  Presiding  Elder  of  one  or  more  of  the  districts  regular  pastor- 
al work,  it  shall  be  his  duty  to  comply  with  such  request,  and  such 
Presiding  Elders  so  appointed  shall  retain  all  the  powers  and  dis- 
charge all  the  duties  of  other  Presiding  Elders,  only  they  shall 
not  be  required  to  travel  through  their  districts,  except  to  hold 
the  first  and  fourth  Quarterly  Conferences  in  each  year,  and  to  at- 
tend to  all  exigences  that  may  arise  in  their  districts. 

"The  District  Stewards  shall  estimate  the  necessary  traveling 
expenses  of  such  Presiding  Elder,  and  also  the  compensation  that 
shall  be  allowed  him  for  his  services  as  Presiding  Elder,  and  shall 
assess  the  same  upon  the  several  charges,  according  to  their 
respective  ability. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  this  substitute  was  laid   ^"^**j'°M, 

*     '  on  the  table. 

on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  88  to  18. 

L.  R.  Thayer  moved  that  the  report  lie  on  the  table  and     the'^report  on 
be  printed,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail.  L^st^^'^" 


suspended. 


92  Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 

M*Uon  V^st-  Asbuiy  Lowrey  moved  to  postpone  the  further  considera- 

pone   till  to-  tion  of  the  report  till  to-morrow.     This  motion  was  lost  by 

morrow.  .                  ._ 

Lost.  a  vote  of  80  to  87. 

Adjournment  On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  William  Hamilton. 


May  20, 1856.  TUESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  20. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Janes  in  the  chair. 
The   usual   religious   services  were   conducted   by   Arza 
Brown,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved.        '' 
Eiias      Bowen       On  motion  of  D.  W.  Bristol,  Elias  Bowen  had  leave  of 
absence  for  the  remainder  of  the  session  on  account  of  ill 
health. 
Order  of  the  day       On  motion  of  J.  Floy,  the  order  of  the  day  was  suspended, 

and  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken  up. 
Consideration  of       The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  which  was 
the   Presiding  laid  On  the  table  by  adjournment  yesterday,  was  taken  up 
summed. '^    ^^'  and  read,  and  the  discussion  was  resumed.     Pending  the 
Call  for  the  pre-  consideration  of  the  report,  the  previous  question  was  moved, 

vious  question  . 

not  sustained,     but  was  not  sustained. 
Motion  to  allow       J.  Z.  Nichols  moved  that  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy 

the  committee  .     .  .        .         ,  .       ,  '' 

to  correct  in-  have  leave  to  correct  certain  maccuracies  found  m  the  report, 
the  report.  W.  B.  Disbro  moved,  as  a  substitute,  that  the  report  be 

Motion    to    re-  v^    i 

commit  recommitted. 

Question       of       Durinff  the  discussion  a  question  of  order  was  submitted, 

order.  ,      ,        .    .  ^  .  .  ,. 

as  to  whether  it  is  proper,  on  a  motion  to  recommit,  to  dis- 
The  merits  of  a  cuss  the  merits  of  the  question ;  whereupon  the  chair  de- 

question  cannot  _  i  '  r 

be  discussed  on  cided  that  it  was  not  proper  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  a 

a  motion  to  re-  .  ...  .         .-t. 

commit  question  on  a  simple  motion  to  recommit.     No  appeal  was 

No  appeal  taken,  taken  fi-om  this  decision,  vet  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  it 

and    the   deci-  .  . 

sion  of  the  chair  ^as  resolved   that  the  decision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the 

isthejudaruent     .  •     /-i      <• 

of  the  Confer-    iudffment  of  this  Conference. 

ence. 

Motion         to       H.  Bangs  submitted  the  following  amendment  of  the  sub- 
amend  the  sub-      .  , 
stitute.            stitute,  namely : 

"  That  the  Committee  be  instructed  so  to  alter  their  report  as 
to  allow  the  Bishop  to  appoint  the  Presiding  Elder  to  the  pastoral 
office  when  he  shall  judge  the  work  may  demand  it." 

Can  for  the  pre-       Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  that  the  vote  be  taken  without 

vlous  question 

further  debate,  and  the  motion  was  sustained,  157  voting  in 
the  affirmative. 
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The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  submitted  ^J^ay  20,  I866. 

Motion  to 

by  H.  Bangs,  and  it  was  lost,  68  voting  for  it,  and  128     amend  the sub- 

■'  .  .'^  '    .  '  &  '  stitutelost 

voting  against  it. 

The  motion  to  recommit  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  98  to  102,  Commit *iost.'^' 

after  which  the  motion  to  allow  the  committee  to  correct   Motion  to  cor- 
rect  inaccura- 
inaccuracies  in  their  report  prevailed.  cies  prevails. 

The  committee  then  made  a  change  in  the  clause,  which 

as  reported  read  as  follows,  namely : 

"  There  was  also  referred  to  us  five  (5)  remonstrances  against 
all  such  changes,  two  from  Annual  Conferences,  namely :  Maine 
and  New-York  ;  and  three  (3)  from  Quarterly  Conferences." 

This  clause  was  so  modified  as  to  read  thus  : 

"  There  were  also  referred  to  us  five  (0)  remonstrances  from 
Quarterly  Conferences  against  all  such  changes." 

The  ayes  and  nays  having  been  ordered,  the  report,  as   ■^yes  mi.  nays 
modified  by  the  committee,  was  adopted  by  the  following 
vote: 

Ayes. — Allen  of  Southern  Illinois,  Baird,  Bangs,  Barker,  Ayes. 
Barnes,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley,  Blain,  Blake, 
Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of 
Pittsburgh,  Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse, 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  New- 
Jersey,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham,  Burns, 
Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Coats,  Col- 
lins of  Baltimore,  Connell,  Conrey,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox, 
Crary,  Crawford,  Crooks,  Cunningham,  Dana,  Dimmitt, 
Drummond,  Durbin,  Felch,  Finley,  Flower,  Floy,  French, 
Goheen,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Gregg,  Griffen  of  New- York,  Grif- 
fin of  Troy,  GriflSth,  Gurley,  Hamilton,  Haney,  Harris, 
Hawkins,  Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hill  of  Erie, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  Holliday,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Hull,  Jami- 
son, King  of  New- York,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley  of  Gen- 
esee, Kinsley,  Kisling,  Kuhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck,  Lemon,  Len 
hart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  West  Virginia, 
Martin  of  Baltimore,  Monroe,  Morey,  Morgan,  Mulfinger, 
Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Pearne  of  Oregon, 
Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Perry,  Phillips,  Pilcher  of 
Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of 
New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa, 
Reese,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sanderson, 
Sapp,  Sargent,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers,  Stallard, 
Starr,  Stanton,  Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
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May  20,1866.     Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Deusen,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Walker,  Wallace,  Washburn,  Watson,  Wheeler, 
Wilmer,  Wilson    of   Baltimore,    Wilson   of  Erie,    Wood, 
Worthington,  Yocum,  and  Young  of  Ohio. — 145. 
Says.  Nays. — Allen  of  Maine,  Baker,  Bannister,  Bennett,  Bing- 

ham, Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Buck  of  East  Genesee, 
Button,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyo- 
ming, Coggeshall,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Cook,  Coorabe,  Crews, 
Crowell,  Culver,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro,  Dodge,  Dus- 
tin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Fowble,  Gillet,  Griswold, 
Hall,  Hibbard,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer,  Hoyt,  Hulburd,  Kenna- 
day,  Kenney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Knox,  Leihy, 
Livesey,  Lowrey,  Marcy,  Mattison,  Merwin,  Moffatt,  Parks  of 
Troy,  Phelps,  Pillsbury,  Porter  of  New-England,  Randall, 
Raymond,  Eeid  of  New-York  East,  Eequa,  Rice  of  X?w- 
England,  Rust,  Simonds,  Smith  of  X  ew-Hampshire,  Starks, 
Thayer,  Thompson  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thomson  of 
North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Watts,  Webster,  Wise,  Witherspoon, 
and  Young  of  Cincinnati. — 72. 

M'Clintock  not  voting :  Bowen  and  Rice  of  New- York 
absent. 

The  Report,  as  adopted  by  the  foregoing  vote,  is  in  lan- 
guage following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  have  had  under  consideration  various  memorials,  pro- 
posing certain  modifications  of  the  rule  of  Discipline  relating  to 
Presiding  Elders. 

They  have  examined  and  duly  considered  these  memorials. 
Twenty-nine  (29)  of  them  were  printed,  and  six  (6)  were  written, 
representing  about  four  hundred  (-100)  private  and  ofiBcial  mem- 
bers of  the  Church. 

They  ask  first  that  the  Presiding  Elder  be  appointed  to  a  sta- 
tion within  the  bounds  of  the  district ;  from  which  station  he  shall 
receive  his  salary ;  his  traveling  expenses  to  be  borne  by  the  cir- 
cuit or  station,  over  whose  Quarterly  Conference  he  may  be  called 
to  preside.  ,  r,     i. 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  second,  that  each  Annual  tonter- 
ence  be  left  to  regulate  its  own  economy  in  regard  to  this  office. 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  third,  that  New-York,  Brooklyn,  and 
other  large  cities,  be  excepted  from  the  rule  as  it  now  stands. 

If  this  be  not  granted,  then  fourth,  that  such  modifications  be 
made  as  shall  best  meet  the  ends  proposed  by  the  petitioners. 

There  were  also  referred  to  us  five  (5)  remonstrances  from  Quar- 
terly Conferences  against  all  such  changes. 

Also  resolutions  from  the  Wisconsin  Annual  Conference,  first 
praying  that  the  office  of  Presiding  Elder  be  elective ;  second,  that 
the  Bishop  be  requested  not  to  appoint  any  brother  to  this  office 
who  may  have  served  four  consecutive  years,  until  an  interval  of 
two  years  shall  have  elapsed. 

After  due  deliberation,  we  unanimously  propose  for  adoption  tne 
following  preamble  and  resolution,  namely : 
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Whereas  it  seems  impracticable  to  modify  the  Tresiding  Elder-     May  20, 1866. 
ship,  as  at  present  constituted,  without  impairing  its  usefulness 
and  endangering  the  permanence  of  our  itinerancy;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  no  change  at  present  in  that  feature 
of  our  economy ;  relying  upon  the  wisdom  of  the  episcopacy  in  se- 
lecting such  incumbents  for  the  office  as  shall  give  it  the  greatest 
possible  efficiency. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  reported  further ;  and  the 
Report  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  further  to  report :  That  Report  on  elect- 

they  have  had  under  consideration  certain  resolutions  referred  to  ^i^ers  "^and  on 

them,  and  signed  by  H.  Bangs  and  J.  M.  Ileid :  First,  proposing  making  them  a 

to  have  the  Presiding  Elders  elected  by  the  several  Annual  Confer-  legal     council 

ences  ;  second,  that  the  Presiding  Elders  be  made  a  legal  council  /^o"te(f '*^°^'* 
to  the  Bishops  in  stationing  the  preachers  ;  third,  that  they  report 
a  plan  complete,  to  be  inserted  in  the  Discipline. 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following,  namely:  The  change pro- 

Resolved,  It  is  not  expedient  that  the  changes  proposed  in  the  ^?^^^   inexpe- 
afore-named  resolutions  shall  be  made. 


W.  Eeddy  having  voted  with  the  majority  on  the  call  of  Motion  to  re- 
the  ayes  and  nays,  moved  to  reconsider  that  vote,  so  that  report,  adopted 
the  report  might  be  amended  by  stnkmg  out  the  word  nays,  to  strike 
"  unanimously,"  found  in  the  next  line  but  one  preceding  the  "unanimonsiy" 
preamble,  as  it  was  claimed  by  some  members  of  the  com- 
mittee that  they  did  not  agree  to  the  report ;  but  the  motion  sider  laid  on 
to  reconsider  was,  on  motion  of  F.  C.  Holliday,  laid  on  the  ^^^  ^  ^' 
table  by  a  vote  of  100  to  64. 

William  Livesey  announced  that  Abel  Stevens,  a  delegate  Abel     Stevens 
from  the  Providence  Conference,  and  in  whose  stead  he  had 
been  serving,  had  arrived,  and  that  he,  therefore,  wished  to 
be  excused  from  further  attendance  on  General  Conference. 

Whereupon,  on  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  Abel  Stevens  ■^^•ftf^T^'^^^l" 
presented  his  credentials  as  a  delegate,  and  was  admitted  to 
a  seat  in  this  body,  and  appointed  to  the  Committee  on 
Episcopacy  and  the  Committee  on  Education,  instead   of 
William  Livesey. 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  regular  order  of  busi-  Order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended  to  hear  a  communication  from  L.  S.  Ja-     to"  receive    a 
coby,   Superintendent  of  Methodist  Missions  in   Germany,     fr(^i,!"3"ja° 
most  respectfully  and  earnestly  requesting  the  General  Con-    '^'^  ^' 
ference  to  act  with  all  convenient  dispatch  on  the  report  of 
the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to  the  interests  of 
Methodism  in  Germany. 

The  report  of  the  committee  was,  thereupon,  taken  up,    muteeon  M^- 
and  so  much  of  it  as  relates  to  the  organization  of  a  Mission    to^Germlny."^ 
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May  20, 1866.    Annual  Conference  in  Germany  was  adopted  as  follows, 
namely : 

The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  further  to  report, 


German  Mission  After  examining  the  grounds  of  the  request  of  our  brethren  in 
Conference  or-  Germany  for  being  organized  into  a  Mission  Annual  Conference, 
S*^®^  Tve  are  satisfied  that  in  order  to  train  up  properly  the  young  men 

whom  the  Lord  has  raised  up,  and  may  raise  up  in  Germany  for 
the  ministry,  to  regularly  receive  them  on  trial  and  into  full  con- 
nection, to  elect  candidates  to  deacon's  and  elder's  orders,  and  in 
order  that  the  superintendent  might  have  the  benefit  of  authorized 
advice  from  his  co-laborers,  our  mission  work  ought  to  be  organ- 
ized as  a  Mission  Annual  Conference.  We  recommend  this  the 
more  cheerfully,  as  it  will  not  necessarily  involve  the  expense  of 
regular  episcopal  visitations.    Therefore, 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  German  Missionaries  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Germany,  and  in  that  part  of  France  and  Swit- 
zerland where  the  German  language  is  spoken,  be  organized  as  a 
Mission  Annual  Conference. 
Bishop  request-        2.  Resolved,  That  one  of  our  bishops  be  requested  to  hold  the 
ed  to  visit  Ger-   Mission  Conference  in  Germany,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  by 
rnany.ifneces-    the  Episcopal  Board. 


Eeport  relating 
to  a  Book  Con- 
cern in  Ger- 
many. 

Eeferred  to 
Committee  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern. 


Beport  relating 
to  Episcopal 
authority  in 
Africa. 

Eesolutions  to 
be  considered 
in  their  order. 

Motion  to 

amend  the  first 
resolution. 


Substitute  for 
the  motion  to 
amend  offered. 


SubsHtnte    laid 
on  the  table. 


Call  for  the  pre- 
vious question 
not  sustained. 

Motion  to  ad- 
journ lost 


The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to  a 
Book  Concern  in  Germany,  was  read,  and  on  motion  of 
Thomas  Carlton,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern,  with  instructions  to  consider  it  at  the  first 
meeting  hereafter,  and  to  report  upon  it  as  early  as  prac- 
ticable. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions,  in  relation  to 
Episcopal  authority  in  Liberia,  was  read ;  and  C.  W.  Ruter 
moved  that  it  be  adopted. 

George  W.  Walker  moved  that  the  resolutions  be  con- 
sidered and  acted  upon  seriatim,  and  the  motion  prevailed. 

The  first  resolution  having  been  read,  M.  Dustin  moved 
to  amend  the  article,  by  adding  "or  Superintendent"  after 
the  word  Bishop. 

S.  D.  Simonds  proposed  a  substitute  for  the  proposed 
amendment,  to  be  inserted  after  the  word  "  Superintendent," 
as  follows :  But  may  appoint  a  Missionary  Superintendent, 
who  shall  exercise  the  office  of  Bishop  in  his  particular 
mission  field  for  eight  years,  or  for  such  time  as  the  General 
Conference  may  direct. 

On  motion  of  William  Hamilton,  the  substitute  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

M.  Raymond  moved  that  the  question  be  taken  without 
further  debate,  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 


for  petitions  and  memorials,  and  to  receive  resolutions. 
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On  motion  of  W.  H.  Pearne,  the  time  of  the  session  was     ^^»y  20, 1S56. 

Session         pro- 

prolonged.  longed. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  order  of  the  day  was  laid"^  "on  °  the 

laid  on  the  table ;  and  the  conferences  were  called  in  order  petitions'^*  and 

memorials,  and 
receive      re60- 

New-York  Conference. — Beniamin  Griffen  presented  a  '"'lo"*- 

•KK       ■        •  ■  1     •  ,.1  New-York. 

remonstrance  from  Morrisania  against  bemg  transferred  Eemonstrance 
from  the  New- York  to  the  New- York  East  Conference,  and  nia  against  ba- 
it was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  to^  ti^e"*New- 
New-York  East  Conference. — John  B.  Merwin  pre-  fem^cf.^'^*"^' 
sented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the  Church  in  Wil-  n**  York  East. 
liamsburgh,  requesting  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  sub-  '^Xamsbur'g'h 
iect  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  a^cainst      any 

•"  •  •'  '  action  on 

Maine. — D.  B.  Randall  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  Maine. 

.  „T-^.  ,.  n         1  ^       r\  ■  Memorial       on 

from  Oardmer  Station,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  Slavery    from 

„,  Gardiner. 

on  Slavery.  Referred. 

Black  River  Conference. — On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  Black  river. 

^       f     ^        -r  /•  t->       i         •  Journal   on  ap- 

so  much  of  the  Journal  of  Black  River  Conference  as  con-  propriations  of 

1      ■  •  /-A  1    ,^      />  1  missionary 

tarns  resolutions  praying  (jreneral  Conierence  not  to  make  money. 

,  .     .  »       .     .  .  .       ,  Referred. 

such  appropriations  01  missionary  money  as  m  any  wise  to 

promote  Slavery,  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Missions. 

He  also  presented  the  quadrennial  report  of  the  Publishing  Report  of  the 

Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  and  it  was  Committel  of 

referred   to   the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern.     [For  christian"!™ 

Report,  see  Appendix  T.]  preferred. 

Oneida  Conference. — D.  W.  Bris,tol  presented  a  memo-  Oneida. 

rial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  Ithaca  Station,  and  it  Ithaca  on  the 

was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy.  ership.'  ° 

Charles  Starr  presented  two  memorials  :  one  from  Smyrna  MemOTTab     on 

and  one  from  New-Berlin,  both  relating  to  Slavery,  and  smytn^     and 

they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  p^ferrld!'^''''' 

East  Genesee  Conference. — D.  D.  Buck  presented  a  East  Genesee. 

.   ,  ,       -r-.       .  1.  T-,,  ,       ,  .       -  ,       V,.         ..r    .r-,  Memorial    from 

memorial  on  the  Presiding  Eldership  from  the  First  M.  E.  Eimira  on  the 

Church,  Eimira,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  ersMp.  ° 

T.'  Referred. 

Itinerancy.  ^^^^.^^^^ 

Genesee  Conference. — I.  C.  Kingsley  presented  a  me-  Memorial     on 

morial  on  Slavery  from  West  Carlton  Circuit,  and  it  was  re-  J^/^^  Cariton. 

■^  '  Referred. 

ferred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Wisconsin. 

TIT  /-I  -r-.    ^      ■.  1  Memorial        on 

Wisconsin  Conference. — E.  Cooke  presented  a  memo-  slavery    from 

rial  on  Slavery  from  Madison,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Referred.' 

Committee  on  Slavery.    He  also  presented  a  memorial  from  Ma^son    "^wa 

Madison,  asking  for  some  changes  in  the  Discipline,  and  it  D^cipUnef  ^^* 
1 
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Keferred. 

Memorial  from 
M.  Ilimcbaugh 
on  Bouudaries. 

Eeferred. 

EOCK  KlVF.R. 

Memorial  from 
J.  J.  Hedstrom 
on  a  Paper  in 
the  Swedish 
lan^age. 

Referred. 

NoKTH  Ohio. 

Memorial  from 
Delaware  Dis- 
trict on  Ke- 
baptism. 

Keferred. 

Memorial  on 
Bethel  cause 
from  Maumee 
District. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial    from 
Chestervillc 
on  Periodicals. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  from 
H.  M.  Shaffer 
on  the  claims 
of  Superannu- 
atedPreachers. 

Eeferred. 

SorxHEEN  Illi- 
nois. 

Memorial  from 
Mount  Carmel 
on  Book  De- 
pository at  St. 
Louis. 

Eeferred. 


Memorial    from 
Selma  on  Book 
Depository, 
&c.,      at      St. 
Louis. 

Eeferred 

PniLABELPHIA. 

Memorial  on 
Lay  Eepresent- 
ation. 

Eeferred. 


New-Enola>t). 

Memorial    from 
Hedding 
Church,     Bos- 
ton,   on  Slav- 

Eeferrcd. 

Pbotidence. 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Mystic  Bridge. 

Eeferred. 

Communication 
from  W.  Sim- 
mons. 

Eeferred. 


Invitation  to  the 
privileges  of 
the  Keading 
Eooms  of  the 
Young  Men's 
Christian  Aa- 
Bociation. 


■was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals ;  also  a  memorial 
on  Boundaries  from  M.  Himebaugh,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Rock  River  Conference, — R.  Haney  presented  a  me- 
morial from  J.  J.  Hedstrom  in  relation  to  a  religious  Paper 
in  the  Swedish  language,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  the  Book  Concern. 

North  Ohio  Conference. — Henry  E.  Pilcher  presented 
a  memorial  from  the  charges  within  Delaware  District  on 
the  subject  of  Re-baptism;  also  a  memorial  on  the  Bethel 
cause  from  the  Maumee  District  Ministerial  Association,  and 
they  were  both  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.  He 
also  presented  a  memorial  from  Chesterville  Circuit  on  the 
subject  of  Periodicals,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

E.  Thomson  presented  a  memorial  from  H.  M.  Shaflfer  in 
relation  to  the  claims  of  Superannuated  Preachers,  &c.,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

Southern  Illinois  Conference. — J.  Van  Cleve  present- 
ed a  memorial  from  preachers  and  members  of  Mount  Carmel 
District,  relating  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  at  St.  Louis, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Missouri  Conference. — J.  H.  Hopkins  presented  a  me- 
morial from  Selma  Circuit,  relating  to  a  Book  Depository 
and  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern. 

Philadelphia  Conference. — J.  P.  Durbin  presented  a 
memorial  from  Philadelphia  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Repre- 
sentation, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner 
ancy. 

New-England  Conference. — L.  R.  Thayer  presented  a 
memorial  from  Hedding  Church,  Boston,  on  the  subject  of 
Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Providence  Conference. — S.  W.  Coggeshall  presented 
a  memorial  from  Mystic  Bridge  on  Slavery,  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Bishop  Janes  presented  a  communication  from  William 
Simmons,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

A  communication  was  received  from  Noyes  Spicer,  Secre- 
tary of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Young  Men's  Chris- 
tian Association,  inviting  the  members  of  the  Conference  to 
the  privileges  of  the  Beading  Rooms  of  the  Association. 
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On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  thanks  of  this  body  were     May  20, 1856. 

"^  Invitation      ac- 

tendered  to  the  Board  of  Managers  for  their  courtesy,  and    cepted. 
their  invitation  was  accepted. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brock  way,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Jami- 
son, tlie  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  during  the   present  session  of  the   <^™™i*^'^«®    <*° 
General  Conference,  the  Committee  on  Public  Worship  be  instruct-     gi^pinstru^d 
ed  not  to  appoint  more  than  twenty-five  members  of  this  Confer- 
ence to  preach  out  of  this  city,  or  its  immediate  vicinity. 

J.  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  L.  H.  King,  presented  the  follow- 
ing, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 

Page  41,  Part  I,  chapter  iv,  answer  3  to  question  3,  6  lines  from  ^^^f^'Tbat'^a 
the  bottom.  Nor  shall  he  appoint  any  member  of  an  Annual  Con-  preacher  may 
ference  to  the  pastoral  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station  within  the  not  be  station- 
bounds  of  another  conference,  without  constituting  him  a  member  ®*^  '"^''  °^  j*^* 
of  the  Conference  within  which  he  has  his  field  of  labor.  e^ice. 

On  motion  of  C  Kingsley,  seconded  by  M.  Hill,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  directed  to  consider  Eesolution    re- 

the  propriety  of  so  amending  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chapter  ix,  lating  to  a  rec- 

section  4,  question  1,  answer  1,  page  98,  as  to  provide  for  a  record  ^fimtes      *of 

of  the  minutes  in  case  of  the  trial  of  our  members.  trials. 

S.  Gregg,  seconded  by  G.  B.  Hawkins,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  hereby  are,  in-  Kesolntion     to 

structed  to  inquire  into  the  propriety  of  altering  the  Discipline,  make  a  reftisal 

chapter  ix,  section  4,  page  99,  answer  2,  so  as  to  make  a  refusal  to  ^CTevolent^ta- 

support  the  benevolent  institutions  of  the  Church,  an  offense  requiring  stitutions        a 

the  same   disciplinary  treatment  as  other    defects  in   Christian  matter  of  com- 

character  there  described,  and  report  to  this  Conference.  plaint. 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  tlie  table.  Laid    on    the 

Israel  Chamberlayne,  seconded  by  J.  M'Clintock,  moved 
the  following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  it  shall  not  be  in  order  to  receive  petitions  and  Resolution  re- 
memorials  after  the  session  of  Monday  next.  receftion      of 

memorials. 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  ^^^,g  ^'^    ^^^ 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  the  following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Boundaries  be  instructed  to  Eesolutions  to 
conform  the  lines  of  conferences  to  the  line  of  states  as  far  as  conform  con- 
P'-acticable.  ^Z^^"^ 

Laid     on     the 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table.  **^'*' 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by  J.  Kennaday, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 
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Committee  on 
Missions  in- 
structed to  re- 
port the  appro- 
priations to 
Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, and  Ar- 
kansas Confer- 


May20.185«.         Resolved,  Tbat  all  petitions  and  memorials  presented  to  this 

lly  DM^ation  ^^'^y>  °°  *^^  subject  of  Lay  Representation  in  our  Church,  be  re- 

to  be  referred  ferred  from  the   Committee  on  Itinerancy  to  a  special  committee 

to  a  select  com-  of  five, 
mittee. 

On  motion  of  H.  Mattison,  seconded  by  Jonas  Dodge,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Missions  be  instructed  to  as- 
certain and  report  to  this  body  at  their  earliest  convenience  the 
amount  of  missionary  money  appropriated  to  the  Kentucky,  Mis- 
souri, and  Arkansas  Conferences  during  the  last  four  years. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by  William  Roberts,  moved 
the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  namely  : 

Whereas,  the  conferences  on  the  Pacific  Coast  are  too  far  re- 
moved from  the  Atlantic  States,  to  allow  of  a  personal  representa- 
tion in  the  General  Mission  Committee  without  involving  great 
expense;  and  whereas,  the  domestic  missionary  work  in  these 
Conferences  is  constantly  changing  and  requiring  modification  in 
its  general  arrangement,  and  needs  special  representation  in  the 
said  missionary  committee ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  in  the  appointment  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  the  Bishops  be  directed  to  constitute  corresponding 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  Oregon  and  California  Confer- 
ences respectively,  who  shall  have  a  corresponding  relation  to  the 
said  committee,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy  in  its  annual 
meetings  on  all  subjects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the  Par 
cific  coast. 

This  preamble  and  resolution  were  laid  on  the  table  to  be 
printed. 

The  following  resolution  was  moved  by  S.  W.  Coggeshall, 

seconded  by  Daniel  Wise  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  empowered  to  appoint  preachers 
as  editors  of  the  papers  under  the  patronage  of  an  Annual  Confer- 
ence, as  is  now  done  in  the  case  of  the  General  Conference  papers. 

This  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itiner- 
ancy. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  M.  Reid,  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  call  for  memorials  and  petitions  be  suspended 
after  Monday  next. 

The  chair  announced  the  following  committees,  namely : 

Committee  on  the  memorial  on  Church  Extension :  Peter 
Cartwright,  R.  Haney,  H.  W.  Reed,  A.  M.  Osbon,  and  W. 
M'Combs. 

Committee  on  the  memorial  of  Samuel  Williams  for  a 
Cheap  Commentary :  J.  Floy,  F.  G.  Hibbard,  E.  Cooke,  S. 
Allen,  and  D.  W.  Clark. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  H.  Bangs. 


Easolution  pro- 
viding that 
members  of  the 
General  Mis- 
sion Com- 
mittee shall  be 
appointed  for 
California  and 
Oregon,  with 
the  right  to 
vote  by  proxy. 

Laid  on  the 
table. 


Eesolntion  on 
appointing 
preachers  edi- 
tors of  Annual 
Conference  pa- 
pers. 

Referred. 


Call  for  memo- 
rials and  peti- 
tions to  be  sus- 
pended after 
Monday  nest. 

Committee  on 
Church  Exten- 
sion. 


Committee  on 
"Cheap  Com- 
mentary." 


Adjournment 
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WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  21,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  T.  J. 
Thompson,  of  the  Philadelphia  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  taken  up ;  and  F.  G. 
Hibbard,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Un- 
finished Business,  submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  Baptized 
Children,  and  it  was  laid  over  under  the  rule,  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  He  also  reported  further  from  the  Commit- 
tee on  Revisals,  recommending  sundry  changes  in  the  Dis- 
cipline, to  wit :  that  New-Orleans  be  struck  from  the  list  of 
exceptions  to  the  Limitation  of  the  Term  of  Ministerial  Service, 
on  page  41  of  the  Disciphne;  that  the  meeting  of  District 
Stewards  be  annual ;  that  the  number  of  churches  or  houses 
of  worship  be  included  in  the  annual  statistics  of  the  Church  ; 
that  the  word  iip,  in  the  phrase  "  the  race  set  up  before  them," 
on  page  29  of  the  Discipline,  be  struck  out  as  a  typographi- 
cal error ;  and  that  Quarterly  Conferences  have  power  given 
them  to  order  a  new  trial ;  this  report  lies  on  the  table  un- 
der the  rule,  and  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

James  Floy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract 
Cause,  p'resented  as  their  report,  in  part,  a  revised  Constitu- 
tion of  the  Tract  Society.  It  was  read,  laid  on  the  table, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Cyrus  Brooks  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  business,  in 
order  to  introduce  the  report  of  the  Special  Committee  on 
the  Education  of  Colored  Children,  but  the  motion  did  not 
prevail. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Sunday  School 
Advocate,  and  it  was  adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  have  had  under  consideration  a  resolution  of 
the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Sunday  School  Union  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  in  relation  to  the  Sunday  School  Advocate,  and 
recommend  that  the  Sunday  School  Advocate  should  be  reduced 
to  about  half  its  present  size,  and  be  published  at  a  cost  not  ex- 
ceeding 25  cents  per  volume,  of  such  quality  as  to  secure  its  pub- 
lication without  loss  to  the  Concern,  and  that  it  be  strictly  a 
child's  paper. 


Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Re- 
visals relating 
to  Baptized 
Children  pre- 
sented. 

Laid  over  under 
tlie  rule. 

Report  of  Com- 
mittee on  Re- 
visals relating 
to  N.  Orleans. 


Annual  meeting 
of  District 
Stewards. 

Statistics  of 
Cliurches. 

The  word  "lip," 
on  pasre  29  of 
the  Discipline. 

And  a  new  trial. 
Lies  on  the  table 
under  the  rule. 


Committee  on 
the  Tract 

Cause  report  a 
revised  Consti- 
tution. 

Laid  on  the 
table. 

Motion  to  sus- 
pend the  order 
of  business  to 
introduce  a  re- 
port on  the 
Education  of 
Colored  Youth. 

Lost. 

Report  relating 
to  the  Sunday- 
School  Advo- 
cate. 

Adopted. 


The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
reported  also,  in  relation  to  a  Book  Concern  in  Germany, 


Report  relating 
to  a  Book  Con- 
cern in  Ger- 
many. 
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May  21, 1856.     ^^^^  \^  relation  to  a  German  Sunday-school  paper  for  the 

use  of  our  German  Sunday  schools. 

L.  8.  Jacoby  ad-       Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  L.  S.  Jacoby  ad- 
dresses       the  °  ,  ,  '■  •' 

Conference.       dressed  the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  publishing  interest 

in  Germany. 
Snbstitute    for       John  P.  Durbin  submitted  a  substitute  for  the  report, 
posed.        ^      when,  on  motion  of  Henry  Slicer,  so  much  of  the  report  as 
^tftu?e'*iaid^"on   '"^^^^^s  to  Church  interests  in  Germany,  together  with  the 
the  table.  substitute  offered  by  J.  P.  Durbin,  was  laid  on  the  table. 

John  M'Clintock  submitted  a  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

Missionary  So-  Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Missionary  Society 
fiih^  *  Boolw  °^  *^^  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  re- 
Newspapers,  '  quested  to  carry  on,  through  our  missionaries  in  Germany,  such 
&c.,  for  Ger-  publications  of  books,  newspapers,  dec,  as  may  be  necessary  in 
™*°y-  the  prosecution  of  the  missionary  work  in  that  country ;  the  extent 
exceed  "si.OOO  °f  t^^  expense  to  be  incurred  not  to  exceed  one  thousand  dollars 
a  year  for  the  ($1,000)  per  year  for  the  next  ensuing  four  years, 
next  four  years. 

So  much  of  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern  as  relates  to  a  Sunday-school  paper  to  be  printed 
in  the  German  language,  was  adopted  in  words  following, 
to  wit: 

German     Snn-  We  further  report :  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be  in- 
day-school  pa-  structed  to  publish  a  German  Sunday-school  paper  for  the  use  of 
lished  at  Cin-  °^^  tterman  Sunday  Schools, 
cinnati. 

Eeport  relating  The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  Chair- 
of  BoXs!'etc^  man,  further  reported,  in  relation  to  a  Depository  of  Books, 
Eead  "^and"'  laid  ^^^  ^^^  publication  of  a  weekly  paper  in  Oregon  Territory, 
on  the  table,  'pjjjg  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  table  to  be  printed. 
*Lay'"'"Dele^  The  chair  announced  the  following  Committee  on  Lay 
Won"  Delegation  ordered  yesterday,  namely  : 

D.  W.  Clark,  E.  Yocum,  J.  M.  Trimble,  J.  S.  Martin,  and 
C.  D.  Pillsbury. 
Eeport         on       M.  Ra\Tnond,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery, 

Slavery      pre-  •'  '  .  ,  ... 

Bented.  presented  a  report,  proposing  changes  in  the  Discipline  on 

laes  over  under  the  subject  of  Slavery.     It  hes  over  under  the  rule;  and  on 

motion  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 
Notice     given       j^j^^  ^  Collins  gave  notice  that  there  would  be  a  Minor- 

that  a  Miiionty  & 

Eeport  will  be   j^y  Report  ffom  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 
Motion  to   ex-       A  motion  was  made  to  extend  the  time  of  the  session. 

tend   the    ses-  . 

sion.  J,  M.  Reid  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  when  we  adjourn, 

ed  and  laid  on  we  adjoum  to  meet  at  three  o'clock  this  afternoon  ;  but  the 
substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 
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Z.  Phillips  renewed  the  motion  to  extend  the  time,  but  ^^y  21,  i856. 

1  ■  11  f  H^         r^r^  Motion    to    ex- 

the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  79  to  90.  tend  the  time. 

A  motion  was  again  made  to  adjourn,  but  the  motion  did  Motion  to   ad- 

not  prevail.  Lost™" 

William  H.  Brockway  moved  to  extend  the  time  to  hear  Motion   to  ex- 

the  report  or  the  Committee  on  Jiducation.  to  hear  a  re- 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  motion  to  extend  the  time  Laid  on  the  ta- 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  93  to  62. 

On  motion  Conference  adjourned.     Benediction  by  Abel  Adjournment 
Stevens. 


MAY  22,  1856.         May  22,1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  C.  W 
Ruter,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference, 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

D.  W,  Bristol  presented  a  communication  from  the  trus-  Invitation  from 
tees  of  the  Odd  Fellows'  Hall,  inviting  the  Conference,  Feibws' Wi. 
either  as  a  body  or  individually,  to  visit  their  Hall  at  some 

time  during  the  session ;  and  on  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,   invitation    ac- 

....  ,     ,  cepted. 

the  invitation  was  accepted. 

E,  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education,  Eeport  of  the 
submitted  a  report,  which  was  read,  and,  on  motion  of  Wil-  Education  re- 
liam  Hamilton,  it  was  laid  on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  ifeaUnstitutes' 
printed.  ^^,  ""^  ''''  *"■ 

The  Committee  on  Public  Worship  reported,  that  as  they  Committee  on 
were  by  resolution  of  the  General  Conference  instructed  not  ship  declines 
to  appoint  more  than  twenty-five  members  of  this  body  to  p?eacher's^to  go 
preach  abroad  on  the  Sabbath,  and  that  as  they  could  with  on  Sabbath.*^''^ 
that  number  by  no  means  supply  the  demand  made  upon 
them,  they  should  decline  appointing  any  one  unless  other- 
wise instructed. 

D,  W,  Bristol  moved  to  approve  of  the  judgment  of  the  Motion  to   ap- 

...  prove    the  de- 

COmmittee,  cision    of    the 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  vote  adopt-  SubTtUutr'  to 

ing  the  resolution  restricting  the  Committee  on  Public  Wor-  ^^<=°°***^e''- 
ship  be  reconsidered. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the  table,  but  substitute    on 

the  motion  did  not  prevail;  after  which  the  substitute  was  Lost.  ^ 

^A^^x^A  Substitute 

J^aopted.  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  the  resolution  limiting  ^nft"he'*com 
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May  22, 1866.     the  Committee  on  Public  Worship,  in  the  number  of  preach- 

TnTe  tobll***  ers  they  are  at  Hberty  to  send  abroad,  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Orderoftheday       On  motion  of  Cyrus  Brooks,  the  order  of  the  day  was 

suspended.        suspended  to  receive  a  report  from  a  special  committee. 
Beport  on  the       Cyrus  Brooks,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Educa- 

C^W  Youtof  tion  of  Colored  Youth,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read, 
Adopted.  ^^^^  ^^  j^Q^.^^  Qf  j^  Dodge,  was  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed. 

The  report,  as  adopted,  contained  the  following  resolu- 
tions ; 

1.  Resolved,  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference, 
the  religious  education  of  the  people  of  colonn  our  land  will  tend 
most  effectually  and  speedily,  under  God,  to  their  elevation  in  this 
country,  and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  the  be- 
nighted millions  of  down-trodden  Africa  to  all  the  blessings  of  civ- 
ilization, science,  and  religion.  ,     i       ^^^  *i,„  ^a„ 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  look  upon  the  proposed  plan  for  the  edu- 
cation of  the  colored  youth  of  our  land,  as  of  God,  and  as  promis- 
ing great  good  to  the  people  of  color  among  us,  and  untold  bless- 
ings to  the  land  of  their  ancestors ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly 
recommend  this  noble  work  to  tae  sympathy  the  prayers  and  the 
generous  benefactions  of  all  who  desire  the  elevation  of  the  entire 

^^7\fsohU:T\^t  we  bespeak  for  the  agents  of  this  enterprise 
a  cordial  reception  on  the  part  of  all  Christians  and  pbi  anthro- 
pists,  hoping  that  they  may  be  successful,  not  only  m  awakening 
sympathy  and  enlisting  prayers,  but  also  in  gathering  funds  to 
pay  for  the  property  purchased,  and  to  afford  a  iberal  endowment 
of  the  institution,  so  as  to  place  it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
best  institutions  of  learning  in  our  country. 

[For  the  entire  report,  see  Appendix  U.] 
Order    farther       On  motion  the  order  of  business  was  further  suspended, 

suspended. 

and  . 

Keport  on  the       E.  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  the 
Irish  cause.       ^^.^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^.^^  Deputation,  presented  a  report,  together 

with  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Conference. 
Eesoiutionscon-       Qn  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  resolutions  were  consid- 

sWe^redintheir    ^^^^  .^  ^^^.^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^j^^ 

E  Scott  of  the       While  the  report  was  under  consideration,  Rev.  R.  Scott, 
'j^\dSs^d  of  the  Irish  Deputation,  addressed  the  Conference. 
*""      ''""''"-       The  report  was  adopted  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  the  mission  of  Rev.  Messrs.  Arthur  Scott 
and  Cather,  report  that  they  have  considered  the  subject  referred 
to  them   and  submit  the  following  resolutions,  namely :         , 

1  SoLJ  That  the  General  Conference  sanctions  the  mission 
of  thf  delegates  of  the  Irish  Conference,  and  heartily  commends 
Jhem  and  Sr  cause  to  the  kind  consideration  of  American  Irot- 
eSts  and  particularly  American  Methodists  ;  hoping  that  they 
wS  me'erwitrfavor  a/d  aid  from  all  classes,  but  especially  tho 

'tXS:  Vhat  the  Bishops  be,  and  hereby  are,  requested  to 


the       Confer- 
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lay  the  matter  before  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  suggest  to     May  22, 1856. 
them  to  authorize  collections  in  aid  of  the  Irish  cause  during  the 
cui-rent  year. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Superintendents  be  authorized  to  employ 
such  assistance  as  they  may  deem  advisable,  to  aid  the  deputation 
in  carrying  out  the  object  of  their  mission. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  Superintendents  be  authorized  to  send  a 
few  preachers,  if  any  should  volunteer,  to  Ireland  to  take  part  in 
the  Irish  Missionary  work  for  two  or  three  years,  on  condition 
that  the  Irish  Conference  request  it,  and  offer  to  such  preachers  a 
suitable  relation  to  the  conference  for  the  time. 

5.  Resolved,  That  the  delegates  from  this  Conference  to  the 
British  Conference  be  directed  to  attend  the  Irish  Conference  also. 


The  reading  of  the  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Irish  Con- 
ference having  been  again  called  for,  on  motion  of  Thomas 
H.  Pearne,  the  further  reading  was  dispensed  with,  and 
the    Reply    was  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  G.] 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
further  suspended  to  receive  the  report  of  the  minority  of  the 
Committee  on  Slavery.  The  Minority  Report  was  then  pre- 
sented and  read  by  John  A.  Collins,  chairman  of  the  minor- 
ity of  the  committee.  After  which  George  Peck  moved  that 
it  be  accepted,  and  printed  in  the  Daily  Advocate ;  and  that 
both  the  Majority  and  Minority  Reports  from  the  Committee 
on  Slavery  be  printed  together  in  pamphlet  form,  and  that 
1000  copies  be  furnished  for  the  use  of  this  body. 

n.  Mattison  moved  to  amend,  by  striking  out  "  1000"  and 
inserting  "5000." 

On  motion  of  J.  Z.  Nichols,  Conference  ordered  the  ques- 
tion to  be  taken  without  further  debate. 

The  amendment  proposed  by  H.  Mattison  prevailed,  and 
the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  continue  a  suspension  of  the  rule  to 
take  up  the  report  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy, 
laid  over  on  Monday  of  last  week  for  want  of  a  quorum. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  motion  to  suspend  the  rule 
was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion,  the  appeal  of  Oliver  Burgess,  which  had  been 
made  the  order  of  the  day  for  yesterday  morning,  was  taken 
up. 

It  appearing  that  Oliver  Burgess  has  withdrawn  from  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  is  not  therefore  now  a  mem- 
ber, T.  J.  Thompson  moved  that  the  appeal  be  not  enter- 
tained. 

W,  H.  Brockway  moved  to  strike  out  the  word  "  not." 


Call  for  the  re- 
reading of  the 
Address 
sustained. 


not 


Address  to  the 
Irish  CoBfer- 
ence. 

Order  further 
suspended  to 
receive  the  Re- 
port of  the 
minority  of  the 
Committeo  on 
Slavery. 


Both  Reports  to 
be  printed  in 
pamphlet  form. 

6000  copies  or- 
dered for  the 
use  of  the  Con- 
ference. 


Motion  to  fur- 
ther suspend 
the  order. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Appeal  of  Oliver 
Burgess  taken 
np. 


Motion  not  to 
entertain  the 
appeal. 


Proposed 
amendment 
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May  22, 1S66.         Oil  motion  of  T.  H.  Pearne,  the  motion  to  strike  out  was 

'\erta'incd°'  ^""  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original  motion  prevailed. 
Journal  of  the       On  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  so  much  of  the  Journal 

ConfeTence,  re°  of  the  last  session  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  as  relates 

Burless.*^"''^'"  to  the  case  of  OUver  Burgess  was  referred  to  the  Committee 

^^'^""•^  on  Itinerancy. 
Memorials  and       On  motion,  the  order  of  the  day  was  suspended  indefi- 

petitions,  &0.  ^.^^^^^  .^  ^^^^^  ^^  ^^jj  ^^^  memorials,  petitions,  appeals,  and 

resolutions. 

Memorial  from  Bishop  Waugh  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Young 

Christian  aIso-  Men's  Christian  Association  of  Baltimore,  requesting  a  dona- 

dat^ionofBaiti-  ^.^^^  ^^  ^^^^^  ^^  .^^  jj^^^^.^^  ^^^  j^  ^^^  referred  to  the  Com- 

Eeferred.  ^.^^.^^  ^^  ^^^  g^^^  Concern.     He  also  presented  a  commu- 

from  dTeX  nication  from  Dr.  Roberts,  of  Baltimore,  against  striking 

to^" Bands'." °°  from  the  Discipline  those  parts  which  relate  to  "Bands," 

Eeferred.  ^^^  .^  ^^^^  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals.     He  also 

Memorial  from  presented  a  memorial  from   Cincinnati,  signed  by  M.  M. 

Education    of  Clark  and  five  others  as  a  Committee  on  the  Education  of 

ifeS.^°''*'''  Colored  Youth,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that 
subject. 

Conferences  The  conferences  were  called  in  order,  and  the  following 

called. 

were  presented  : 
N.  ToBK  East.        New-York  East  CONFERENCE. — J.  B.  Merwin  presented 

Memorial    from  r~^^       \_     -kt 

Greene-street,    ^  memorial  from  members  of  Greene-street  Church,  JNew- 

New-Tork,and  .  ,  i  .      .     <•  oi 

from     Sands-  York,  asking  that  no  action  be  taken  on  the  subject  ol  blavery, 

lyn,"''  praying  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.     He  also 

b^e*'  t"aken'"on  presented  a  memorial  from  Sands-street,  Brooklyn,  on  the 

siavery^^'"''  °^  same  subjcct,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  same  committee. 


Black  EiVKE.  BlACK    RiVEU  CONFERENCE.— A.    J. 

^'u°bHshln/'"°'°  memorial  from  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern 
Sr^Northem  Christian  Advocate,  asking  that  a  Book  Depository  be  estab- 
Advocate  for  a  \\^].n.A  \^  connection  with  the  paper,  and  it  was  referred  to 

Book    Deposi-       '  -r.      i     /-, 

tory.  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

Mot1"n  to  read       A.  J.  Phclps  movcd  that  the  report  of  the  Publishing 

the  Putoishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  which  was 
^Committee.       ^^^^^^^^  yesterday,  be  read  ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 
East  Genesee.        East  Genesee  CONFERENCE.— J.  Watts  presented  a  mcmo- 
^h^'^PrUding  rial  on  the  several  subjects  of  appointing  a  Presiding  Elder 

iSon    o?  to  pastoral  work,   of  Extending  the    Time  of  Ministerial 

Time,  ^nd^on  Service  on  Circuits  and  Stations,  and  on  Lay  Delegation,  and 
^f-    .  so  much  as  relates  to  the  first  two  was  referred  to  the  Com- 

mittee on  Revisals,  and  so  much  as  relates  to  the  last  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation.     He  also 


lations  of 

Cluirclies       in 
llocb  ester. 
Referred. 
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presented  a  remonstrance  aojainst  any  cbanffe  in  the  con-  May22,  is56. 

ference  relations  of  the  Churches  on  the  west  side  oi  the  apainst  _       a 

river  in  the  city  of  Rochester,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  conference  re- 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Genesee    Conference. — I.    C.   Kingsley    presented    a 

memorial  from  B.  Williams,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  MemOTM  from 

mittee  on  Itinerancy.  pL™'"'' 

Michigan  Conference. — W.  H.  Collins  presented  a  me-  Mk.uigan. 

•    1   c  T-v      -1  tTTi  •  1      •  1     •  r<  Memorial   from 

monal  from  David  Whitcorab,  in  relation  to  Superannuated  David    Whit- 

Preachers  and  Quarterly  Conferences,  and  it  was  referred  to  perannuatcd 

the  Committee  on  Revisals.  EelerTed!'^*' 

Rock  River  Conference. — H.  Crews  presented  a  memo-  eock  Eivee. 

rial  in  relation  to  the  purchase  of  real  estate  in  Chicago  for  purchasing 

a  Book  Depository,  &c.,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  Chicago!'*'^  ^^ 

mittee  on  the  Book  Concern.  Eeferred. 

Cincinnati  Conference. — M.  Dustin  presented  a  memo-  Cincinnati. 

rial  from  Greenville,  asking  that  that  circuit  be  transferred  Greenville   on 

from  the  North  Ohio  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference;  and  it  Referred. 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

J.  B.  Finley  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Raper  Memorial      on 

/^i  1    -!-»  T-i    c  1  1       /^  •  OI  Slavery,    from 

Chapel,  Dayton.     Referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  Raper  chapei. 

Asbur}'  Lowrey  presented  a  memorial  from  Union  City  Memorial  from 

on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  com-  Boumiariel  **" 

mittee  on  that  subject.  Reterred. 

Southern  Illinois  Conference. — J.  B.  Corrington  pre-  sorxnERN  Illi- 

sented  a  memorial  from  Williams,  in  relation  to  Memorial  on  the 

the  Sale  of  Church  Property,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  l^pert?"""'''' 

mittee  on  Revisals.  Referred. 

New-Jersey  Conference. — S.  Y.  Monroe  presented  a  New-jfebet. 

memorial  from  official  members  of  Liberty-street  Station,  New-Bruns- 

New-Brunswick,  asking  to  be  attached  to  what  it  is  pro-  Boundaries. 

posed  to  call  the  Newark  Conference  ;  and  it  was  referred  to  ^^^^^'''^'^ 
the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 

George  F.  Brown  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  Memorial  r^at- 

a  Mission  Annual  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com-  sion     Annual 

mittee  on  Colored  Members.  Referred. 

William  Young,  seconded  by  William  Cooper,  presented 
the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in-  Resolution  re- 
quire into  the  expedience  of  incorporating  a  provision  in  Ques.  1,  latingtothere- 
Ans.  1,  sec.  5,  page  48  of  the  Discipline,  provi^ling  for  the  recep-  '^Srsfrom 
tion  of  ministers  from  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  as  the  Church 
is  provided  in  case  of  ministers  from  the  Wesleyan  Connexion  in  South. 
Europe  or  Canada. 
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May  22, 1S56.  Zebulou  Phillips,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom 
^^fo^Zl  was  referred  the  memorial  of  the  New-York  East  Confer- 

Bmii^  Arnold  ^^^^^  j^  ^^^^^j^^  ^  ^j^^  g^^jtl,  Amold  Fund,  presented  a  re- 
port, setting  forth  the  history  of  the  case,  and  expressing  the 
conviction  that  the  General  Conference  has  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  case,  but  recommending  that  the  New-York  Confer- 
ence so  apply  the  proceeds  of  the  fund  that  they  may  in 
future  inure  to  the  benefit  of  N.  W.  Thomas  and  his  wife, 
during  their  lives:  provided,  they  shall  remain  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

Motion  to  lay       W.  H.  Pearne  moved  to  lay  the  report   on  the  table, 

the  report  on    ,  ,  .  i      , 

the  table.         but  the  motion  was  lost. 
Sllrtadopted.       The  report  was  adopted. 

[For  full  report,  see  Appendix  V.J 
New-Tok^.  New-York  Conference.— A.  M.  Osbon  presented  two 

^'o'ntries  ""^  memorials  on  Boundaries,  one  from  Yorkville  and  one  from 
anTnarTem!"'  Harlem,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Referred.  Boundaries. 

J.  A.  Brouse,  seconded  by  William  Young,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 
Eesolution    re-        Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  theyhereby 
Sesf    ^tf   are,  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  ex  ^^^  ™uSnfss'of 

as  t^  secure  greater  uniformity  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Quar- 
terly Conferences. 
Appeal  of  John  C.  Kingsley  presented  the  appeal  of  John  Demming,  an 
SXTe^rder  expelled  member  of  the  Erie  Conference,  and  on  motion,  it 
tZJ:^  '"  was  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  to-morrow  mormng,  im- 
morning.  mediately  after  reading  the  Journal. 

Communication  James  Floy  presented  a  communication  from  the  Corre- 
^ronmngi^c:  sponding  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  concerning  certain 
Ssodetr  alterations  in  the  Discipline  adjusting  it  to  the  authorized 
Referred.  ^^^^  ^f  ^\^q  Tract   Enterprise,  and  it  was  referred   to  the 

Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 
Memorial     on       H.  W.  Reed  presented  a  memorial  signed  by  himself,  J. 
i^^uT  G-  Dimmitt,  and  L.  W.  Berry,  on  Statistics,  and  it  was  re- 

ferred to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  W.  C.  Hoyt,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  namely  : 
Resolution  for  a       Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  will  adjourn  finally  on 
final    adjourn-   Thursday,  the  29th  instant, 
ment  •' 

Laid    on    the       The  resolution  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Uble. 
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John  Kennaday  reported  back  the  resolution  of  J.  S. 
Porter,  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Episcopacy  yester- 
day, and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 

S.  Wakefield,  seconded  by  W.  Cox,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  are  here- 
by instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  amending  the 
Discipline,  Part  III,  chapter  ii,  section  3,  page  177,  15  lines  from 
the  top,  as  to  read,  "  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Circuit  or  Sta- 
tion, which  said  Quarterly  Conference  shall  dispose  of  said  money," 
&c. 

On  motion  of  A.  M.  Osbon,  seconded  by  William  Reddy, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  ordered  to  nominate  candidates  for 
election  as  delegates  to  the  Canada  Wesleyan  Conference,  be  in- 
structed to  nominate  six  candidates,  from  whom  two  delegates  to 
the  British  "Wesleyan  Connection  shall  be  elected. 

On  motion  of  H.  N.  Barnes,  seconded  by  J.  H.  Hull,  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted,  namely  : 

Whereas  much  diversity  exists  among  our  people  in  forming 
Sunday-school  Societies,  and  for  want  of  a  prescribed  form  espe- 
cially in  forming  schools  in  new  places,  they  are  frequently  at  a 
loss  how  to  proceed  ;   therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools  be  requested  to 
take  into  consideration  the  propriety  of  reporting  to  this  Confer- 
ence for  its  adoption,  a  constitution  for  a  Sunday-school  Society, 
such  as  is  herewith  submitted. 


May  22, 1866. 

Eesolutioa 
taken         from 
Committee  oa 
Episcopacy. 

KeferreU. 


Eesolution  to 
give  Quarterly 
Conferences 
authority  to 
dispose  of  cer- 
tain moneys. 


Candidates  to  be 
nominated  for 
delegates  to  the 
British  Confer- 
ence. 


Eesolations  re- 
lating to  a  con- 
stitution for  a 
Sunday-school 
society. 


J.  B.  Corrington  presented  a  memorial  on  the  subject  of  a 
Book  Depository  and  Church  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

A.  J.  Phelps,  seconded  by  F.  H.  Stanton,  moved  a  series 
of  resolutions  prescribing  an  order  of  debate  to  be  observed 
during  the  discussion  of  the  reports  on  Slavery. 

On  motion  of  B.  Griflfen,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 
table. 

Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Thomas  H.  Peame. 


Memorial  on   a 


ry,  &c.,  at  St 
Louis. 

Referred. 

Ees.  moved  pre- 
scribing an  or- 
der of  debate 
on  Slavery. 


Eesolutions  laid 
on  the  table. 


Adjournment. 


FPJDAY  MORNING,  MAY  23, 1856. 


Hay  28,1856. 


Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 
The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  WilUam 
Roberts,  of  Oregon  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
GG 
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May  23, 1856.         On  motion  of  Benjamin  Griffen,  the  appeal  of  John  Dem- 
^^emming*^tok^   ming  was  taken  up ;  and  it  appearing  that  said  John  Dem- 

*°  "P-  ming  was  not  now  a  member  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  but  that  he  is  a  minister   at  present  of   another 

Church,  and,  therefore,  in  no  way  amenable  to  this  body, 

Appeal  not  en-  on   motion  of  T.  J.  Quigley,  Conference  resolved  not  to 

tertained.  entertain  the  appeal. 

Eeport         on        On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  report  of  the  majority 

Skvery  taken   ^^  ^^^  Committee  on  Slavery  was  taken  up. 
Motion         to       Minor  Raymond  moved  the  adoption  of  the  second  reso- 

adopt  the  sec-    ...  j.  , ,  , 

ond      resoiu-   lution  01  the  report. 

Motion  to  8US-       James  H.  Perry  moved  that,  during  the  discussion  on  the 

Cutes'^^raia   question  of  Slavery,  the  rule  limiting  speakers  in  debate  to 
fifteen  minutes  be  suspended,  and  on  further  motion  of  J. 

Vote  to  be  tak-   H.  Perry,  Conference  ordered  the  vote  on  suspending  the 

naysf  ^^*^  ^""^   rule  to  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

Question  to  be       On  motion  of  Heman  Bangs,  Conference  resolved  to  take 

Ke/debatl*  the  question  without  further  debate,  175  voting  in  favor  of 
the  motion. 

Roll  called.  The  roll  of  Conference  was  then  called,  and  the  vote  was 

as  follows : 

Ayes.  ^yes.— Baird,  Bangs,   Barker,  Battelle,  Berry,  Bewley, 

Blain,  Blake,  Bristol,  Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa, 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  Troy, 
Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Cart- 
wright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New-York,  Coggeshall,  Col- 
lins of  Baltimore,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Cooper  of 
Philadelphia,  Corrington,  Crews,  Crooks,  Cunningham, 
Dodge,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Finley,  Goheen,  Graham, 
Gregg,  Griffen  of  New- York,  GrifSn  of  Troy,  Griffith,  Gur- 
ley,  Hamilton,  Haney,  Harris,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hirst, 
Hitchcock,  Holliday,  Hopkins,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Jamison, 
Kennaday,  Kenney,  King  of  New-York,  Kingsley  of  Erie, 
Kinsley,  Lanahan,  Lanck,  Leihy,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Lowrey, 
M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  Virginia,  Martin  of  Balti- 
more, Merwin,  Monroe,  Morey,  Morgan,  Mulfinger,  Pearne 
of  Oregon,  Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Peck,  Perry,  Phillips,  Pil- 
cher  of  Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poisal,  Power, 
Quigley,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- York  East,  Reese, 
Rice  of  New- York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sapp,  Sar- 
gent, Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers,  Starks,  Stevens, 
Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Thomson  of 
North  Ohio,  Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Walker, 
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Wallace,   Watson,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,   Wilson   of  Erie,     May  23, 186(1. 

Wood,  Yocum,  Young  of  North  Ohio,  Young  of  Cincinnati. 

—114. 

Nays. — Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of  South  Illinois,  Baker, 
Bannister,  Barns,  Beach,  Bennett,  Bingham,  Blakeslee, 
Bowers,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of  Pittsburgh, 
Bradford,  Brockway,  Brouse,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buck  of 
East  Genesee,  Burns,  Button,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Coats,  Conrey,  Cook,  Coombe,  Cox,  Crary, 
Crawford,  Crowell,  Culver,  Dana,  Dennis,  Dimmitt,  Disbro, 
Dustin,  Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Felch,  Flower,  Floy,  Fow- 
ble,  French,  Gillet,  Gorrie,  Griswold,  Hall,  Hawkins, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hodgson,  Hosmer,  How- 
ard, Hoyt,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley  of  Genesee, 
Kisling,  Knox,  Kuhl,  Lemon,  Luccock,  Marcy,  Mattison, 
Moffatt,  Nast,  Osbon,  Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Phelps, 
Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of  New- 
Jersey,  Pratt,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Requa,  Rice  of 
New-England,  Roberts,  Rust,  Sanderson,  Simonds,  Smith  of 
New-Hampshire,  Starr,  Stanton,  Stallard,  Thayer,  Thompson 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thurston,  Van  Deusen,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Washburn,  Watts,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Wilmer, 
Wise,  Witherspoon,  Worthington. — 103. 

Absentees. — Bowen,  Dempster,  Nichols. — 3. 

W  H.  Brockway  moved  that  during  the  discussion  of  the  Motion  to  limit 

•'  ,         1  ,,  1  1  1  .  speakers        to 

subject  of  Slavery,  no  speaker  be  allowed  more  than  thirty  thirty  minutes, 
minutes. 

John  S.  Porter  moved  that  the  question  be  taken  without  Call  for  the  prc- 

debate,  and  the   motion  was   sustained;   after  which  the  sustained. 

motion  limiting  speakers  to  thirty  minutes  was  carried.  °  '""  "^""^"^  ' 

At  the  close  of  the  remarks  of  H.  Mattison,  he  having  Motion  to  allow 

■r-r    r.T  ^     1     l   ^       ^  1  H.  Mattison  to 

snoken  thirty  minutes,  H.  Sheer  moved  that  he  have  leave     proceed. 

^  ,      ,  1  ■•  i-         1  J.  J  Laid     on     the 

to  proceed ;  but  the  motion  grantmg  leave  to  proceed  was,  table. 
on  motion  of  William  Reddy,  laid  on  the  table. 

William  Graham  moved,  that  when  we  adjourn,  we  ad-  Motion  for  an 

journ  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o'clock  this  afternoon.  sion. 

A  motion  was  made  by  W.  Cooper  to  lay  the  motion  to  Motion  to  lay  on 

1  11        1  1  ,  •        i      1  *^®  table. 

meet  this  afternoon  on  the  table ;  but  the  motion  to  lay  on  Lost. 
the  table  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  91  to  105,  and  the  original     cammed. ^^ 
motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  William  Cooper,  Conference  adjourned.         Adjournment 

Benediction  by  W.  H.  Brockway. 
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Friday  Afternoon. 
Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Ames 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Davis  W. 
Clark,  of  the  New- York  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
j.B.  Fiflieyhas  James  B.  Finley  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  till 
8ence  till  Mon-  Monday  next,  in  consequence  of  the  ill  health  of  his  family. 
MoHo°n  Teiating  James  B.  Finley,  seconded  by  E.  H.  Pilcher,  moved  that 
^^spectators.  spectators  be  requested  to  retire  without  the  bar  of  the  Con- 
ference ;  but  tho  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Consideration  of  On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  consideration  of  the 
siavery"^*"^  r^e"^  report  on  Slavery  was  resumed,  and  the  discussion  continued 
till  past  five  o'clock,  when,  on  motion  of  W.  C.  Hoyt,  Con- 
ference adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Scott. 


Bumed 
Adjournment 


May  24, 1856. 


SATUKDAY  MOKNING,  MAT  24, 1856. 


Conference   met  this  morning ;  Bishop   Waugh   in   the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  E.  G. 
Wood,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal   of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
Conference    to        Qn  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
Sternoon""        ness  was  suspended  ;  and   on  further  motion  of  John  A. 
Collins,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  Conference  adjourn,  it  ad- 
journ to  meet  on  Monday  at  two  o'clock  in  the  afternoon. 
D.  A.  Whedon       D.  W.  Bristol  presented   the  credentials  of  D.  A.  Whe- 
don,  a  reserve  delegate  from  the  Oneida  Conference,  who 
takes  the  place  of  Elias  Bowen,  excused  on  account  of  ill 
health,  and  he  was  admitted  to  a  seat  as  a  member  of  the 
General  Conference. 

A.  J.  Phelps  moved  that  the  unfinished  business  of  yes- 
terday be  taken  up. 
Substitute  pro-       A.  M.  Osbon  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  it  be  postponed 

posed  and  laid      .„  „        ,  .  . 

on  the  table.       till  Tuesday  mommg  next. 

Motion  to   re-       On  motion  of  M.  Dustin,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 
thrtobie!*^  """  table,  and  on  motion  of  W.  A.  Wilmer,  the  motion  to  re- 
sume the  business  of  yesterday  was  also  laid  on  the  table. 


takes  his  seat 


Motion    to   re- 
Bume  the  dis- 


Slavery. 


Jonmal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856. 


113 


Memorial  from 
Fletcher  Cir- 
cuit on  Bound- 
aries. 

Referred. 


D.  B.  Randall,  seconded  by  S.  Allen,  moved  the  follow-    May  24, 1856. 
ing  resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  unanimously  by  a 
rising  vote. 

1.  Resolved,  That  our  hearty  thanks  are  due  to  Rev.  J.  H.  Noble,  Kesolutions    of 
pastor  of  Wesley  Chapel,  for  his  kindness  in  taking  charge  of  the  V'^^'^t^'li^®^- 
letters  and  papers  addressed  to  and  from  members  of  this  Confer-  ■     •    o   e. 
ence,  and  in   delivering  them  with  so   much   promptness  and 

care. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  will  give  us  great  pleasure  to  present  to 
Rev.  J.  H.  Noble  a  substantial  token  of  our  appreciation  of  this 
service. 

3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  carry 
into  effect  the  object  of  these  resolutions. 

Cyrus  Brooks  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarterly 
Meeting  Conference  of  Fletcher  Circuit,  Cincinnati  Confer- 
ence, asking  that  the  Orange  Chapel  Society,  now  attached 
to  Port  Jefferson  Circuit,  North  Ohio  Conference,  be  attached 
to  the  said  Fletcher  Circuit ;  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries. 

John  Kennaday,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy, presented  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows, 
namely : 

The  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
petition  of  Reeder  Smith,  in  relation  to  the  action  of  the  Wiscon- 
sin Conference  upon  his  appeal  as  a  Local  Preacher,  respectfully 
report,  That  they  have  duly  examined  the  petition,  and  find 
nothing  thei'ein  calling  for  the  action  of  said  committee.  They 
therefore  return  the  petition  to  the  Conference,  and  ask  that  they 
may  be  excused  from  its  further  consideration. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Collins,  the  memorial  of  Reeder 
Smith  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

H.  E.  Pilcher,  seconded  by  E.  H.  Pilcher,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  Part  I,  chapter  iv,  sec.  8,  lines  10 
and  11  from  the  bottom,  on  page  52,  be  amended  by  striking  out 
the  words  "  on  circuits  and  stations." 

This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

J.  H.  Perry  presented  a  memorial  from  J.  M.  Snow,  pray- 
ing the  Conference  to  reconsider  its  action,  by  which  his  case 
was  remanded  to  the  Wisconsin  Conference  for  a  new  trial, 
and  J.  H.  Perry  moved  that  the  memorial  be  referred  to  a 
select  committee  of  three  to  consider  and  report  thereon. 

On  motion  of  I.  M.  Leihy,  both  the  motion  to  refer  and 
the  memorial  itself  were  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  85 
to  84. 

8 


Report   of    the 
Committee  on 
Episcopacy, 
concerning 
Eeeder  Smith. 

Adopted. 


Memorial  of 
Eeeder  Smith 
referred  to  a 
select  commit- 
tee. 


Resolution     re- 
lating   to    the 
"  Regular 
Work" 

Lies  over  under 

the  rule. 
Memorial   from 

J.  M.  Snow. 

Motion  to  refer 
the  memorial 
to  a  select  com- 
mittee. 


Motion  and  me- 
morial laid  on 
the  tabb. 
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Keport  of  the 
Committee  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern relating  to 
a  Book  Deposi- 
tory at  St. 
Louis,  and 
concerning  edi- 
tors, &c. 

Laid  on  the 
table. 


Eeport  of  the 
Committee  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern relating  to 
sales  to  local 
preachers. 

Local  preachers 
to  have  the 
same  discount 
as  traveling 
preachers. 


George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  a  Paper  and  Book 
Depository  at  St.  Louis,  and  in  relation  to  the  residences  of 
editors,  their  duties,  and  accountability,  and  they  were  laid 
on  the  table  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
reported  further  as  follows : 

The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  the  memorial  of 
Sheldon  Clark,  praying  that  local  preachers  among  us  have  the 
same  discount  allowed  them  by  our  Book  Agents  on  books  and 
periodicals,  as  are  allowed  to  traveling  preachers.  The  commit- 
tee propose  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  our  Book  Agents  be  authorized  to  furnish  our 
local  preachers  with  books  and  periodicals  for  their  own  use  at 
the  same  discount  allowed  traveling  preachers,  when  the  money 
accompanies  the  order. 


Eeport  adopted.       Qn  motion  of  George  Peck  the  report  was  adopted. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  chair- 
man, further  reported  as  follows,  namely  : 

Eeport  of  Com-       The  committee  have  had  under  consideration  certain  papers 

B^"k^  C  °  ^^^    ^^°'^  ^^^'  Cfeorge  Coles,  and  find  that  they  contain  proposals  for 

relating  to  cer°    publishing  a  "  A  cheap  Commentary  on  the  Bible,"  "Questions  on 

tain       papers    the  Book  of  Proverbs,"  and  a  "  Revised  Concordance."     They  rec- 

o°"     r  f  *^'    oi'in^end  that  the  proposal  for  the  publication  of  a  cheap  com- 

eorge    o  es.     mentary  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject  ordered  by 

the  General  Conference,  and  that  Brother  Coles  be  recommended 

to  submit  the  other  papers  referred  to,  to  the  editors  at  New- York. 


Eeport  adopted. 

Motion  to  take 
np  the  report 
of  the  Commit- 
tee on  Tempo- 
ral Economy. 


Motion  lost 

Eeport  concern- 
ing a  course  of 
study  for  can- 
didates for  the 
Itinerant  min- 
istry. 


Eeport  on  ap- 
pointing editors 
to  Conference 
papers. 

Lies  over  under 
the  rule. 

Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on 
Trials  and  Ap- 
peals. 

Lies  over  under 
the  rule. 


This  report  was,  on  motion,  adopted. 

E.  E.  Griswold  moved  to  take  up  the  report  from  the 
Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  in  relation  to  leaving  the 
entire  amount  of  the  allowance  of  preachers  on  circuits  and 
stations  to  the  Estimating  Committee  and  the  Quarterly 
Conference ;  but  the  motion  to  take  up  did  not  prevail. 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy, 
submitted  two  reports :  one  relating  to  a  course  of  study  for 
candidates  for  admission  on  trial  into  the  traveling  connec- 
tion ;  the  other  recommending  such  an  alteration  of  the 
Discipline  as  to  empower  the  Bishops,  in  a  case  where  one 
or  more  Annual  Conferences  may  establish  and  sustain  a 
religious  paper,  to  appoint  an  editor  for  said  paper  from 
among  the  traveling  preachers  from  year  to  year;  and  both 
reports  were  laid  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

James  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Trials  and 
Appeals,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject,  which  was  read, 
and  lies  over  under  the  rule. 
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On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  resolution 

was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  chapter  on  Slavery  as  is  con- 
tained in  answers  4  and  5,  in  said  chapter,  be  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Kevisals,  with  a  view  that  they  be  detached  there- 
from, and  placed  in  a  more  appropriate  relation  in  the  Discipline. 

On  motion  of  W.  Hamilton,  the  report  of  the  Committee 
ou  Missions  was  taken  up,  and  so  much  of  the  report  as  re- 
lates to  Missionary  Bishops  and  to  a  Bishop  for  Africa,  was 
read. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Porter,  moved  the  following 
as  a  substitute  for  so  much  of  the  report  as  had  been  read, 
namely : 

Whereas,  The  Liberia  Annual  Conference  has  felt  the  necessity 
of  episcopal  service  beyond  the  ability  of  our  bishops  residing  in 
this  country  to  render ;  and, 

Whereas,  it  is  the  desire  of  this  General  Conference  to  promote 
the  work  of  God  in  that  as  well  as  other  countries,  in  such  way 
and  by  such  means  as  may  appear  to  be  the  best  adapted  to  the 
circumstances  of  the  people  ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  be  at  liberty  to 
form  themselves  into  a  separate  Church  establishment. 

Resolved,  That  we  do  hereby  recommend  to  our  brethren  in 
Africa  to  adopt  the  form  of  government  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,  with  only  such  modifications  as  the 
circumstances  may  require. 

Resolved,  That  should  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  avail 
themselves  of  the  foregoing  provisions,  and  elect  an  elder  to  the 
superintendence  of  the  Church  there,  desiring  his  ordination  by 
our  Bishops,  we  do  hereby  authorize  and  request  the  Bishops,  or 
any  of  them,  to  whom  such  elect  may  be  presented,  to  ordain  him. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  the  Church  in  Africa  become  separated 
from  us,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  will  cease  to  cherish  and  assist 
them  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  God  in  that  country,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  we  do  hereby  recommend  to  the  Board  of  Managers  of 
the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  New- 
York,  to  continue  their  fostering  care,  and  make  such  appropria- 
tions for  the  work  there,  from  time  to  time,  as  they  may  judge 
to  be  necessary,  provided  the  doctrines  and  moral  discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  be  faithfully  preserved  among  them. 

Nerval  Wilson,  seconded  by  Isaac  Parks,  moved  the  in- 
definite postponement  of  both  the  report  and  the  substitute, 
and  on  a  count  vote,  12  voted  to  postpone  and  68  against 
it;  but  as  the  whole  number  voting  did  not  constitute  a 
quorum  of  the  Conference,  the  chair  pronounced  that  the 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

Benjamin  Griffen  moved  that  Conference  do  now  adjourn ; 
but  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Slicer,  the  roll  of  Conference  was 
called,  and  163  members  answered  to  their  names;  and  as 
147  members  constitute  a  quorum  of  this  body,  it  was  found 


May  24,  1866. 


Eesolution  relat- 
ing to  the 
chapter  on 
Slavery. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Mis- 
sions taken  up. 


Substitute     for 
the  Report 


Motion  to  post- 
pone indeflnite- 


A  quorum  does 
not  vote. 
Motion  lost. 


Motion   to   ad- 
ionrn. 


Call  of  Confer- 
ence. 
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May  24, 1856.  ^jj^t  there  was  a  quorum  present,  -whereupon  the  vote  was 

Vote  o"  motfon  again  taken  on  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  report 

again  tek^en?"^  and  substitute  as  aforesaid,  and  Y2  voted  for  indefinite  post- 
Motion     lost—  ponement,  and  66  against  it,  and  the  chair  as  before,  and  for 

votinK™™  *"**  ^^  same  reason,  pronounced  that  the  motion  did  not  pre- 
vail. 

Motion  to  ad-  Benjamin  Grift'en  again  moved  that  Conference  do  now 

journ.  "'  ^ 

l-ost  adjourn ;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  42  to  100. 

Motion  to  ad-       The  motion  to  adjourn  was  immediately  renewed,  and  was 
Lost  '  again  lost. 

Motion  to  call       John  M'Clintock  moved   that  the  roll  of   members  be 

the  Conference.         ,,     .  .....  ,  , 

Lost.  called,  to  ascertam  if  there   is    a  quorum  present;  but  the 

motion  did  not  prevail. 
Motion  to  ad-       The  motion  to  adjourn  was  renewed,  and  a  call  of  the 
Call  for  the  yeas  ^^^^  ^°^  "^^^  demanded  ;  but  as  twenty-five  did  not  vote  in 
and  nays  not  favor  of  the  Call,  it  was  not  sustained ;  and  on  vote,  the  mo- 

Bustained.  _  _  '  '  ' 

tion  to  adjourn  was  lost. 
Motion  to  ad-       The  motion  to  adjourn  was  again  renewed,  and  carried  by 
Lost  '  a  vote  of  88  to  43. 

Adjournment  Conference  closed  at  a  quarter  past  eleven  o'clock,  with 

singing  the  doxology,  and  the  benediction  by  A.  M.  Osbon. 


MONDAY  AFTERNOON,  MAT  26,  1856. 

May 26, 1866.  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Morris 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Richard 
Haney,  of  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  was  read  and  approved. 
Order  suspended       On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  the  regular  order  of  business 
Slavery  taken  was  suspended  by  a  vote  of  110  to  48 ;  and  on  further  mo- 
"^'  tion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  the  Report  of  the  majority  of  the  Com- 

mittee on  Slavery  was  taken  up,  and  the  discussion  was  re- 
sumed. 
Motion  to  ex-       Peudinff  the  discussion,  E,  Thomson  having  spoken  80 

tend  the  time.        .  ^  ,        .     /-,   „.  ^    ^        ^      ■,  ,., 

LoBt.  minutes,  John  A.  Colhns  moved  that  he  have  liberty  to  pro- 

ceed ;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  73  to  85. 

Motion  to  John   M'Clintock    moved   to  suspend  the  rule  limiting 

to  60  minutes,  speakers  in  debate  to  30  minutes,  and  to  extend  the  time  to 
one  hour. 

MoHontoiayon       "W.  H.  Brockwav  moved  to  lay  the  motion  on  the  table, 

the  table.  •'  r  i  •  i       i  •  <•    t 

Lost.  but  the  motion   was  lost;   after  which  the  motion  of  J. 

^Tod.""""""  M'Clintock  prevailed. 
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On  motion  of  J.  A.  Collins,  E.  Thomson  was  requested  to  ^^»y  26, 1S56. 

,  TT        1  ^-  Thomson  re- 

resume  his  argument  under  the  new  rule,  lie  then  con-  quested  to  re- 
el uded  his  remarks,  at  the  close  of  which,  J.  A.  Collins  hav-  ment.  '^  '''^'^' 
inor  obtained  the  floor,  E.  Thomson  moved  that  Conference  Motion  to  ad- 

o  '  journ. 

do  now  adjourn  ;  but  the  motion  was  lost.  Lost. 

The  discussion  having  proceeded  for   a  short  time,  the  Adjournment, 
motion  to  adjourn  was  renewed  and  carried. 

Benediction  by  J,  P.  Durbin. 


TUESDAY  MORNING,  MAY  27, 1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Janes  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  L. 
Thompson,  of  the  Northwestern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committees  or- 
dered by  the  Conference,  namely  : 

Committee  on  the  memorial  of  Reeder  Smith :  H.  W. 
Reed,  P.  S.  Bennett,  W.  H.  Collins,  H.  Summers,  and  A. 
Brown, 

Committee  on  the  resolutions  offered  by  D.  B.  Randall, 
namely  :  D.  B.  Randall,  J.  M.  Stallard,  and  Hiram  Buck. 

Heman  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day,  to 
introduce  a  resolution  in  relation  to  a  final  adjournment  of 
the  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made  to  amend,  by  providing  for  the  in- 
troduction of  resolutions  in  relation  to  other  matters,  as 
well  as  the  one  indicated  in  the  motion  to  suspend,  and  the 
amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion  as  amended  was 
adopted. 

H.  Bangs,  seconded  by  B.  Griffen,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  namely: 


May  27, 1856. 


Committee  on 
Memorial  of 
P.ecder  Smith. 


Committee  on 
resolutions  of- 
fered by  D.  B. 
Eandall. 

Order  of  the  day 
suspended. 


Resolved,  That  this  Conference  come  to  a  final  acyournment  on    Eesolntlon  for  a 
Saturday  the  31st  instant.  ^^^^  Adjoum- 


Lald  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
C.  S.  Coats,  seconded  by  William  Reddy,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  editors  of  the  periodicals  under  Resolution  fts- 

the  supervision  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Epis-  ing  'lie  time  of 
copal  Church,  and  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cincin-     ^^^^  elecUons. 
nati,  be  the  order  of  the  day  for  Thursday  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M. 
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Eesolution  in- 
structing the 
Committee  on 
PubUc  Wor- 
ship. 


May27  1S56.         Oil  motion  of  I.  N.  Felch,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 

Iiaid  on  the  ta-        ,  ,     , 

bie.  table  by  a  vote  of  104  to  42. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  seconded  by  S.  D. 
Siraonds,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Public  Worship  be,  and  they 
are  hereby  instructed,  hereafter,  during  the  present  session  of 
this  General  Conference,  not  to  appoint  members  of  this  body  to 
preach  out  of  this  city,  or  its  immediate  vicinity. 

W.  H.  Brockway,  seconded  by  R.  Sapp,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely  : 

Eesolution  re-  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  they  are  here- 
QuOTumofthe  ^y-  instructed  to  examine  and  report  as  to  the  propriety  of 
General  Con-  amending  the  Discipline  in  chap,  iii,  sec.  2,  ans.  3,  on  page  32, 
ference.  last  line,  by  striking  out  "  two  thirds,"  and  inserting  "  a  ma- 

jority." 

U.ii  on  the  ta-       Qn  motion  of  J.  Brooks,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

G.  M.  Boyd,  seconded  by  H.  Crews,  moved  the  following 
resolution,  namely : 

Eesolution  to  Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  in- 
gve  the    quire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  the  Discipline,  chap,  ix, 

cha^e%ower  ^^^-  ^'  ^°s.  4,  as  to  read:  "nevertheless,  if  in  any  of  the  above- 
to  appeal  in  mentioned  cases,  the  minister,  or  preacher  in  charge,  differ  in 
case  of  the  trial  judgment  from  the  majority  of  the  society  or  the  select  num- 
I^st.™*™  ber,  concerning  the  innocence  or  guilt  of  the  accused  person,  in 

such  case  the  minister,  or  preacher  in  charge,  may  appeal  the 
case  to  the  ensuing  Quarterly  Conference." 

This  resolution  was  lost. 

A.  J.  Dana,  seconded  by  William  Eeddy,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  hereby  are,  in- 
structed to  inquire  and  report  whether  it  is  not  expedient  and  de- 
sirable to  authorize  unordained  traveling  preachers,  who  may 
have  charge  of  circuits  and  stations,  to  solemnize  matrimony. 

This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
On  motion  of  John  Luccock,  seconded  by  H.   Kinsley, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  the  expedience  of  so  altering  our  Discipline, 
Part  I,  chapter  ii,  section  2,  answer  1,  as  to  make  it  read, 
"  after  having  met  at  least  six  months  in  class,"  instead  of  read- 
ing, "  with  WHOM  they  have  met  at  least  six  months  in  class." 

S.  W.  Coggeshall,  seconded  by  D.  Wise,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing preamble  and  resolution,  namely  : 

TVhereas,  the  law  of  our  Lord  on  the  subject  of  Divorce,  while 
recognized  by  most  Christian  Churches,  and  also  upheld  by  most 


Eesolution     re- 
lating   to   the 
solemnization 
of  marriage  by 
unordained 
traveling 
preachers. 

Laid     on     the 
table. 


Eesolution  re- 
lating to  re- 
ceiving per- 
sons into  full 
connection. 


Preamble  and 
resolution  re- 
lating to  the 
subject  of  Di- 
vorce. 
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Christian  States,  has  been  abrogated  by  many  of  these  United 
States,  in  consequence  of  which  there  are  persons  in  good  and 
regular  standing  in  our  Churches,  who,  according  to  this  law,  are 
guilty  of  transgression  of  the  Seventh  Commandment,  and  we  now 
have  no  Disciplinary  rule  to  prohibit  it ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  frame 
a  section  for  our  book  of  Discipline,  in  which  the  law  contained  in 
Matthew  v,  31,  32,  shall  be  embodied,  and  in  which  it  shall  be 
distinctly  set  forth  that  persons  guilty  of  its  violation  cannot  be 
allowed  membership  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were,  on  motion  of  A.  San- 
derson, laid  on  the  table. 

S.  Van  Deusen,  seconded   by  A.   M.   Osbon,  moved  the 

following  resolution,  namely: 

Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn,  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half 
past  two  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  and  acting  upon  re- 
ports of  committees  now  on  the  table. 

W.  B.  Disbro  moved  to  amend  the  resolution,  by  striking 
out  so  much  as  prescribes  the  business  of  Conference  for  the 
afternoon  session. 

A  motion  was  made  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table, 
but  the  motion  -was  lost,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  carried. 

A.  Lowrey,  seconded  by  I.  Parks,  moved  the  following  res- 
olution, namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be,  and  hereby  are, 
instructed  so  to  alter  the  Discipline  as,  to  require  local  preachers 
to  pass  an  examination  before  the  preacher  in  charge,  or  the 
Presiding  Elder  within  whose  jurisdiction  he  may  reside,  on  the 
prescribed  course  of  study,  as  a  condition  of  ordination. 

This  resolution  was,  on  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  laid  on  the 
table. 

John  Poisal,  seconded  by  Norval  AVilson,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolution,  namely : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Conference,  &c.,  That  the  Discipline  be 
so  altered,  that  when  a  traveling  preacher  is  employed  as  an  agent 
of  a  State  Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  Society, 
the  Bishop  may  have  power  to  make  such  appointment  as  is  now 
provided  for  in  the  employment  of  agents  for  state  colonisation 
Bocieties,  chaplains  to  state  prisons,  and  in  the  army  and  navy,  &c. 

This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Asbury  Lowrey  moved  to  take  up  the  report  on  Slavery, 
which  was  under  consideration  at  the  time  of  adjournment 
yesterday  ;  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  seconded  by  James 
Porter,  the  Hon.  Judge  M'Lean  and  his  Associates  were 
invited  to  a  seat  within  the  bar  of  the  Conference. 

M.  Dustin  presented  a  memorial  from  Edgar  Conkling  on 
"  Lay  Delegation,"  and  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of 


May  27, 185«. 


Laid     OS     the 
table. 


Kesolution  to 
meet  this  after- 
noon for  a 
speciflc  pur- 
pose. 

Amendment 
proposed. 


Motion  to  lay 
the  amend- 
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Lost. 

Amendment 
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Local  preachers 
to  be  ex- 
amined on  the 
course  of  study 


Laid     on     the 
table. 
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May  27, 1856. 
Keferred. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Abingdon. 

Referred. 

Memorials  from 
Halsey-street 
and  Broad- 
street,  praying 
that  no  action 
be  taken  on  the 
subject  of 

Slavery. 

Keferred. 

Memorials  from 
Central  Church 
and  Union- 
street,  praying 
that  no  action 
be  taken  on 
Slavery. 

Referred. 


Memorial  from 
Seventh-street, 
praying  that  no 
action  be  taken 
on  Slavery. 

Referred. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Eussel-street. 

Referred. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Lamoille. 

Referred. 

Memorials  from 
New-York 
Mills  on 

Slavery,Exten- 
8ion  of  Time, 
and  Lay  Dele- 
gation. 

Referred. 


Invitation  to 
Iiold  the  next 
session  in 

Philadelphia. 

Laid  on  the 
table. 


Memorial  relat- 
ing to  Sunday- 
School  Super- 
intendents. 

Referred. 


Memorial  from 
West  Liberty 
on  Boundaries. 

Referred 


ministers  to  secular  positions;  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

Richard  Haney  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Abingdon,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

S.  Y.  Monroe  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Halsey- 
street  Church,  and  one  from  Broad-street  Church,  Newark, 
both  asking  that  no  change  be  made  in  the  Discipline  on  the 
subject  of  Slavery,  and  they  were  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

J.  S.  Porter  presented  two  memorials,  one  from  Central 
Church,  and  one  from  Union-street  Church,  Newark,  both 
asking  that  no  action  be  taken  by  the  General  Conference 
on  the  subject  of  Slavery;  and  they  were  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

H.  Bangs  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of  Seventh- 
street  Church,  New-York,  asking  that  no  action  be  taken  on 
the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  North 
Russel-street,  Boston,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee 
on  Slavery. 

Luke  Hitchcock  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Lamoille,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

Isaac  Parks  presented  three  memorials  from  the  Quarterly 
Conference  of  New- York  Mills  Station,  one  on  the  subject 
of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery; 
one  on  the  Extension  of  Time  of  Ministerial  Service,  and  it 
was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy ;  and  one  on 
the  subject  of  "  Lay  Delegation,"  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

John  P.  Durbin  presented  an  invitation  from  Philadelphia 
to  the  General  Conference  to  hold  its  next  session  in  that 
city.  It  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the  subject  to  which  it 
relates  shall  come  up ;  and  it  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

James  B,  Finley  presented  a  memorial  from  the  Quarter- 
ly Meeting  Conference  of  Lebanon  Station,  praying  that  male 
superintendents  of  our  Sunday  Schools  be  made  members 
of  the  Quarterly  Meeting  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 

George  M.  Boyd  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  West  Liberty  Station, 
North  Ohio  Conference,  in  relation  to  Boundaries,  and  it 
was  refen-ed  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries. 
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E.  Thomson  presented  a  memorial  from  a  committee  on 
behalf  of  the  inmates  of  the  Indiana  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asy- 
lum, asking  a  donation  of  a  full  set  of  the  books  published 
by  the  Western  Book  Concern,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 

W.  Hamilton  presented  an  invitation  from  the  Baltimore 
City  Station  to  the  General  Conference,  to  hold  its  next 
session  in  said  station.  It  was  laid  on  the  table  till  the 
matter  to  which  it  relates  shall  come  up  ;  and  it  was  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

J.  K.  Gillet  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from  Read- 
ing Circuit,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  John  W. 
Keeley,  concerning  the  Conference  relations  of  Superannuated 
Preachers,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revi- 
sals. 

I.  N.  Baird  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern. 
[See  Appendix  X.] 

Bishop  Janes  presented  the  Quadrennial  Report  of  the 
Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund.  The  report  was 
read,  and,  on  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  it  was  referred  to 
a  select  committee  of  five.     [For  report,  see  Appendix  Y.] 

On  motion  of  H.  Crews,  seconded  by  L.  Hitchcock,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 


May  27, 1856. 
Memorial    from 

Indiana     Deaf 

and        Dumb 

Asylum. 
Eeferred. 


Invitation  to 
hold  the  next 
session  in  Bal- 
timore. 

Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Beading  Cir- 
cnit. 

Eeferred. 
Memorial  con- 
cerning Super- 
annuated 
Preachers. 

Eeferred. 


Eeport  of  the 
Publishing 
Committed  of 
the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

Eeferred. 

Report    of    tho 
Trustees  of  the 
Chartered 
Fund. 

Referred. 


Resolved,  That  the  special  committee  just  ordered,  be  requested  Eesolution  con- 
to  inquire  into  the  expedience  of  loaning  the  funds  of  the  Char-  cerning  invest- 
tered  Fund  in  some  of  oiir  states  where  the  legal  rate  of  interest  ?"^  ^^^  ^"""^  *** 
is  ten  per  cent. 


ten    per    cent. 


W.  B.  Disbro,  seconded  by  M.  Dustin,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 


Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  instructed  to  re-    Eesolntion  relat. 
port  a  change  in  the  Discipline,  so  that  the  appointment  of  preach-     \"S    to    Chap- 
ers  to  Seamen's  work,  Chaplains  to  the  Navy  and  Penitentiary, 
shall  be  limited  to  the  same  time  as  preachers  in  the  regular 
work. 


lains 
men. 


This  resolution  was  not  adopted.  j^t_ 

On  motion  of  William   M'Combs,  the  report  of  the  ma-   Eeport 
jority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  taken  up. 

John  A,  Collins  having  the  floor,  resumed  his  argument, 


Slavery   taken 
xip. 
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May  2T,  1856.  and  after  having  spoken  out  the  hour  allotted,  he  was,  on 
motion  of  Henry  Sheer,  permitted  to  proceed. 

^lT'°d.  ^^°'  "^^  ^  minutes  before  12  o'clock,  John  Dempster  having 
the  floor,  on  motion,  the  session  was  prolonged  till  he  should 
complete  his  argument. 

Adjournment  ^^  seventeen  minutes  past  12  o'clock,  Conference  adjourn- 
ed with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  benediction  by  Uriah 
Heath. 

Tuesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Scott 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  W.  A. 
Wilmer,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
Eeport  on  Slav-       On  motion,  the  subject  under  consideration  at  the  time 

ery  taken  up.  . 

of  adjournment  was  taken  up  and  the  discussion  was  resumed. 
SubsHtute    for       Jacob  Youngf,  seconded  by  E.  Thomson,  moved  the  fol- 

the   report   on  .  ,      •  ^      •  p         t  ^  ^      • 

Blavery.  lowing  resolutions  as  a  substitute  for  the  second  resolution 

of  the   report,  and  the  whole  matter  comprised  under  it, 
namely  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  no  man  has  a  moral  right  to  hold  a  fellow-being 
as  property. 

2.  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  all  our  members  and  proba- 
tioners who  may  sustain  the  legal  relation  of  slaveholder,  to 
teach  their  servants  to  read  the  word  of  God ;  to  allow  them  to 
attend  the  public  worship  of  God  on  our  regular  days  of  Divine 
service  ;  to  protect  them  in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  con- 
jugal, parental,  and  filial  relations  ;  to  give  them  such  compensar 
tion  for  their  services  as  may  be  just  and  equal;  to  make  such 
provision  as  may  be  legally  practicable  to  prevent  them  and  their 
posterity  from  passing  into  perpetual  slavery,  and  to  treat  them 
in  all  respects  as  required  by  the  ten  commandments  and  the  law 
of  love. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  all  our  membership  and  minis- 
try to  make  the  condition  of  the  Africans  in  bondage  upon  our 
ehores  a  prominent  subject  of  prayer ;  beseeching  God  to  deliver 
them  from  their  bondage  without  servile  or  civil  wars,  the  disso- 
lution of  our  Union,  or  any  other  judgment,  and  to  incline  the 
hearts  of  the  American  people  to  repent  of  all  their  oppression, 
and  by  all  possible  means  atone  for  the  wrongs  they  have  done  to 
the  helpless. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  advise  our  people  to  memorialize  Congress 
to  provide  by  law,  that  whenever  any  slave  State  shall  signify  her 
willingness  to  emancipate  her  slaves,  such  State  shall  receive  for 
her  slaves  a  reasonable  compensation  from  the  national  treasury 
for  the  slaves  so  to  be  emancipated. 

W.  B.  Disbro,  who  had  spoken  on  the  report  of  the  Com- 

^^der?"^       "^  mittee  on  Slavery,  having  obtained  the  floor,  a  question  of 

order  was  raised  by  John  P.  Durbin,  as  to  whether  one  who 
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May  2T,  1S56. 
lias   a  member 


had  spoken  on  tlie  report  on  Slavery,  has  a  right  now  to 

speak  on  the  substitute  relating  to  the  same  general  subject   "aTigi'it'to^pcak 

until  every  one  desiring  to  speak  shall  have  spoken. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  rule  prohibits  a  second  speech 


Substitute    laid 
on  the  table. 


tute  who  has 
spoken  on  the 
report  ? 

only  on  the  particular  motion  under  consideration  at  the  cifafr°°  °  *  ^ 

time  the  member  addressed  the  Conference,  and  does  not  ^j^'®  p^anfcuk? 

prohibit  him  from  speaking  to  any  new  motion  or  resolution,  ^"sXrattonf 
though  it  may  involve  the  same  general  subject. 

From  this  decision  B.  F.  Crary  appealed  to  the  Confer-  ■^^P'^^ggision"™ 

ence,  whereupon  Thomas  J.  Thompson  moved  that  the  de-  t'^^.  c>air-   ^^ 

'  ^     _  _        ^  Decision  of  the 

cision  of  the  chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference  ;     chair   sustain- 
and  the  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  95  to  89. 

C.  Kingsley  moved  that  the  substitute  lie  on  the  table 
and  be  printed.  J.  A.  Collins  called  for  a  division  of  the 
question,  and  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table ;  and  so 
much  of  the  motion  as  relates  to  printing  the  substitute  was 
carried  by  a  vote  of  104  to  70. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned.  Adjournment. 

Benediction  by  Benjamin  Griften. 

WEDNESDAY  MOKNING,  MAT  28,  1856.       May  28,1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning;  Bishop  Simpson  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Samuel 
Wakefield,  of  the  Pittsburgh  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

S.  Y.  Monroe  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Major-  Motion  to  take 
ity  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery.  on  Slavery. 

A.  Sanderson  moved  to  lay  the  motion  of  S.  Y,  Monroe  Motion  to  lay 
on  the  table,  but  the  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  lost,  and  origin- 
the  motion  to  take  up  the  report  prevailed.  vaiis°  ^°^  ^^^' 

Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committee  on  the   Committee    on 
Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  namely:  F.    Trustees  of  the 
Hodgson,  A.  M.  Osbon,  W.  A.  Wilmer,  E.  G.  Wood,  A.    Fund. 
Webster. 

Pending  the  discussion,  W.  H.  Brockway  moved  that  when   Motion  to  meet 

,•  1-  1     ,^  ,  ,     n    T~.  Tir       nthalf  past  two 

we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  half  past  two  o  clock  P.  M.     p.  m 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  the  following  resolutions  as  a  Substitute  offer- 
substitute  to  the  foregoing  motion,  namely  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  when  we  adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  two 
o'clock  P.  M. 
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SnbsHtute    laid 
on  the  table. 


Motion   amend- 
ed and  adopted. 


Adjournment. 


2.  Resolved,  That  no  further  debate  shall  be  had  on  slavery  after 
to-day. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

On  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  the  original  motion  was  amended 
by  striking  out  "half  past  two  o'clock"  and  inserting  "  two 
o'clock,"  and  the  motion  as  amended  was  adopted. 

Conference  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  with 
the  benediction  by  Israel  Chamberlayne. 


Beport  in  rela- 
tion to  paying 
the  widows  and 
orphans  of  de- 
ceased Bishops. 

Lies  over  under 
the  rule. 

Order  suspend- 
ed. 

Eeport  on  Slav- 
ery taken  up. 

Blicer  has  per- 
mission to  con- 
tinue his  argu- 
ment at  pleas- 
ure. 

Adjournment. 


Wednesday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Baker 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  P.  S.  Ben- 
nett, of  the  Wisconsin  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

Heman  Bangs,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  paying  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  Bishops ;  it  was  read,  and 
lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

On  motion  of  William  Reddy,  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness was  suspended,  and  the  consideration  of  the  Report  of 
the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  resumed. 

Pending  the  discussion,  Henry  Slicer  having  spoken  out 
his  hour,  on  motion  of  R.  S.  Rust,  he  had  liberty  to  continue 
his  argument  at  pleasure. 

Conference  adjourned  at  six  o'clock  P.  M. 

Benediction  by  H,  Bangs. 


May  29, 1856.        THUKSDAT  MOPw^ING,  MAY  29,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning  ;  Bishop  Ames  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  A.  M. 
Osbon,  of  the  New-York  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion  of  John  Kennaday,  seconded  by  E.  H.  Pilcher, 
the  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  to  consider  the 
following  preamble  and  resolution,  which  they  submitted, 
namely  : 

Preamble  and  Whereas,  a  very  large  amount  of  the  most  important  business 
resolution  re-  of  the  General  Conference  remains  either  untouched,  or  in  a  very 
lating    to   the    i^^pei-fect,  state ;  and 


Order  of  busi- 
ness suspended 
for  a  specific 
pnrpoBO. 
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Wiereas,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  after  occupy-  May  29, 1856. 

ing  the  otteution  of  a  large  and  able  committee  for  several  ve^eeks,  Report""    on 

has  engaged  the  attention  of  the  Conference  for  several  days,  slavery. 
during  which  it  has  been  extensively  discussed  ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  after  the  speaker  who  shall  be  recognized  by  the 

chair  this  morning  shall  have  spoken,  the  floor  shall  be  con-  -pj^.^^  resolution 
ceded  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery;  after  which,  of  the  Report 
the  Report  of  said  committee  shall  be  laid  on  the  table,  except-  on  Slavery 
ing  the  first  resolution,  which  resolution  shall  be  made  the  special  "/'the  day  for 
order  of  the  day  for  this  morning  at  11  o'clock.  11  o'clock. 

W.  H.  Brockway  moved,  that  the  vote  on  the  foregoing  Caii  for  the  pre- 
preamble  and  resolution  be  taken  without  further  debate,     sustained. 
and  the  motion  prevailed,  156  voting  in  favor  of  it. 

The  preamble  and  resolution  were  then  adopted.  Preamble  and 
^   On  motion   of  Isaac  Parks,  the  consideration  of  the  Re-     adopte^"'^ 

port  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was  re-  ^;r^7ake"n^upT* 
sumed. 

At  the  close  of  the  argument  of  the  Chairman  of  the  Question  of  or- 

Committee  on  Slavery,  John  M'Clintock  obtained  the  floor,  is^'"ihe  second 
and  a  question  of  order  was  raised,  as  to  whether  the  reso-    on^^he'^'tabie  by 
lution  adopted  this  morning  lays  the  second  resolution  of     ^°ornj„°gj  ^^^ 
the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  on 
the  table  without  further  vote  of  the  Conference  to    that 
effect. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  second  resolution  of  the  Re-  Chair    decides 
port  was  not  laid  upon  the  table  by  the   adoption  of  the 
aforesaid  resolution  this  morning. 

From  this  decision  an  appeal  was  taken  to  the  Confer-  Appeal  from  the 

^  ^  ,  .  decision  of  the 

ence  ;  whereupon,  H.  Sheer  moved,  that  the  decision  of  the     chair. 

chair  stand  as  the  judgment  of  the  Conference ;  but  the  pg^jgio^  of  the 
motion  to  sustain  the  decision  of  the  chair  was  lost  by  a  vote    chair  not  sus- 

•'  tained. 

of  93  to  107. 

Whereupon,   the    chair    announced  that,  by  this  action  Report  on  siav- 

^  •'  ery.  except  the 

of  the  Conference,  it  was  decided  that   the  Report  of  the    first  resolution, 
Committee   on   Slavery,  excepting  the  first  resolution,  was     bie. 
laid  on  the  table  by  force  of  the  resolution  relating  to  that 
subject  adopted  this  morning. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we  "^o™"  '"' 
adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  this  afternoon  at  2  o'clock. 

The  chair  decided  that  J.  M'Clintock  was  entitled  to  the  Chair     assigns 

floor.     From  this  decision  W.  Hosraer  appealed,  when,  on  Appeal    taken, 

•  pmTmi  1  1  !•!  ■%         but  laid  on  the 

motion  ot    i.  J.   Ihompson,  the    appeal  was  laid  on  the    table, 
table. 

John  M'Clintock  moved  to  take  from  the  table  the  second  ^°p"°theVi^rt 
resolution  of  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  {^^^j"^<^  ""^  ""^ 
on  Slavery. 

HH 
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Qaestlon  of  or- 
der. 

Is  the  first  res- 
olution of  the 
Keport  now 
before  the  Con- 
ference ? 

Chair  decldea 
not 

Appeal  from  the 
decision  taken. 


Adjournment 


A  question  of  order  was  raised,  to  wit :  whether,  by  force 
of  the  resolution  adopted  this  morning,  the  first  resolution 
of  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery 
is  not  now  before  the  Conference. 

The  chair  decided  that  the  first  resolution  is  not  before 
the  Conference,  unless  taken  up  by  specific  vote  to  that  effect. 

H.  Mattison  took  an  appeal  from  this  decision  of  the 
chair,  and  while  the  appeal  was  pending,  on  motion  of  John 
A.  Collins,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Waugh. 


Thursday  Afternoon. 


Motion  to  sus- 
pend the  order 
of  the  day. 

Amendment 
proposed. 

Motion  to  lay 
the  amend- 
ment on  the 
table. 

Lost. 

Amendment 
prevails. 

Motion  carried. 

First  resolution 
of  the  report 
token  up. 

Call  for  the  pre- 
vious question 
sustained. 

Teas  and  nays 
ordered. 


Ayes, 


Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Waugh 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  George 
Pratt,  of  East  Maine  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

B.  Griffen  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day.  H. 
Mattison  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  up  the  first  resolution  of  the  Report  of  the  Majority 
of  the  Committee  on  Slavery."  Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table.  The  motion  to  lay  on 
the  table  was  lost,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and  the  motion 
as  amended  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  John  M'Clintock,  the  first  resolution  of  the 
Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery  was 
taken  up. 

A.  Sanderson,  seconded  by  J.  S.  Porter,  moved  that  the 
vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolution  be  taken  without 
further  debate,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 
146  to  55. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  yeas  and  nays  were 
ordered,  the  roll  of  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  was 
as  follows,  namely  : 

Ayes. — Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Baker, 
Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennett,  Berry,  Bingham,  Blakeslee, 
Bowers,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brouse,  Brown  of 
Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  East  Genesee, *Burling- 
ham.  Burns,  Button,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of 
Wyoming,  Coats,  Coggeshall,  Cook,  Cox,  Crary,  Crews, 
Crowell,  Culver,  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro,  Dodge^ 
Dustin,   Erwin,  Evans,  Farrington,  Finley,    Flower,    Floy, 
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Fowble,  French,  Gillet,  Gorrie,  Gregg,  Griffin  of  Troy,  Gris-  May  29, 1856. 
wold.  Gurley,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Heath,  Hender- 
son, Hibbard,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hitchcock,  HolHday,  Hosmer,Hoyt, 
Hulburd,  Hull,  Kenney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley 
of  Erie,  Kingsley  of  Genesee,  Knox,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lowrey* 
Marcy,  Mattison,  Moffatt,  Morey,  Mulfinger,  Pai'ks  of  Troy, 
Parks  of  Oneida,  Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Phelps,  Pilcher  of 
Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of 
New-England,  Pratt,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reid  of 
New- York  East,  Requa,  Rice  of  New-England,  Rust,  San- 
derson, Sapp,  Simonds,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Stallard, 
Starks,  Starr,  Stanton,  Stevens,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  North- 
western Indiana,  Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite, 
Wakefield,  Washburn,  Watson,  Watts,  Webster,  Whedon, 
Wheeler,  Wilson  of  Erie,  Wise,  Witherspoon,  Yocum, 
Young  of  Cincinnati. — 122. 

Nays. — Baird,  Bangs,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Bewley,  N^rs, 
Blain,  Blake,  Boyd  of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Boyd  of  Pitts- 
burgh, Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brown  of  Bal- 
timore, Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Carlton, 
Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Collins  of  Bal- 
timore, Collins  of  Michigan,  Connell,  Conrey,  Coombe, 
Cooper  of  Philadelphia,  Corrington,  Crawford,  Crooks,  Cun- 
ningham, Drummond,  Durbin,  Felch,  Goheen,  Graham, 
Griffen  of  New- York,  Griffith,  Hamilton,  Hill  of  Indiana, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  Hopkins,  Howard,  Jamison,  Kennaday, 
King  of  New- York,  Kinsley,  Kisling,  Kuhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck, 
Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock,  M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Merwin,  Monroe, 
Morgan,  Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon,  Pearne  of  Oregon,  Peck, 
Perry,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Power,  Quigley,  Reed 
of  Iowa,  Reese,  Rice  of  New- York,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ru- 
ler, Rutledge,  Sargent,  Sheer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers, 
Swaim,  Talbot,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Trimble,  Trip- 
lett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Deusen,  Walker,  Wallace, 
Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wood,  Worthington,  Young 
of  Ohio— 96. 

Absentees. — Dimmitt,  Phillips.  Absent 

As  two  thirds  of  the  members  did  not  favor  the  motion 
it  was   lost,  according  to  the  rule  of  the  Discipline  in  such   Eesolution  lost 
cases  made  and  provided. 

M.  Raymond  moved  to  take  up  the  second  resolution  of    up  the  second 
the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery.         the°report.    "' 
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May  '29, 1856.         Thomas  H.  Peame  moved  that  the  motion  be  made  the 

Moved  to  make  ■,        -        -n  •  -i  /<  ^  a\. 

the  motion  the  special  Order  of  the  day  for  Friday  ot  next  week,  at  three 

special      order      ,  ,     ,    .       ,         , 

for  Friday  of  o  clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Adjournment,         On  motion  of  D.  B.  Randall,  Conference  kdjoumed. 
Benediction  by  J.  Flower. 

May  80, 1866.  FKIDAY  MOKNING,  MAY  30,  1856. 

Conference   met    this  morning;   Bishop  Morris   in   the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  H.  Crews, 
of  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 
Motion  to  sns-  James  Floy  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  the 
far  order  to  day  in  order  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Majority  of  the 
Eeport'^^  *on  Committee  on  Slavery,  with  a  view  to  offer  a  substitute  for 
oidlr'S  offer's  the  second  resolution  of  said  report. 

Motion*"to'  lay       E.  E.  Griswold  moved  that  the  foregoing  motion  lie  on 
on  the  ubie.      ^^^  tsikAo:,  and  on  motion  of  "W.  H.  Peame,  it  was  ordered 
that  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  be  taken 
Ayes  and  nays  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll  of  the  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  stands 
as  follows,  namely  : 
Ayas.  Ayes. — Allen  of  Maine,  Allyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Baird, 

Bangs,  Barker,  Battelle,  Beach,  Berry,  Bewley,  Blain,  Blake, 
Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of 
Baltimore,  Brown  of  New-Jersey,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of 
Illinois,  Carlton,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York, 
Coggeshall,  Collins  of  Baltimore,  Connell,  Conrey,  Coombe, 
Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox,  Crary,  Crawford,  Crews,  Crooks, 
Cunningham,  Drummond,  Durbin,  Farrington,  Felch,  Finley, 
French,  Goheen,  Graham,  Grifien  of  New- York,  GriflBn  of 
Troy,  Griffith,  Griswold,  Hamilton,  Heath,  Hill  of  Indiana, 
Hill  of  Erie,  Hirst,  Hodgson,  HoUiday,  Hopkins,  Howard, 
Hoyt,  Jamison,  Kennaday,  King  of  New- York,  Kinsley, 
Kisling,  Kuhl,  Lanahan,  Lauck,  Lenhart,  Lewis,  Luccock, 
M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of  "Western  Virginia,  Martin 
of  Baltimore,  Merwin,  Monroe,  Morgan,  Nast,  Nichols,  Osbon, 
Peame  of  Oregon,  Peck,  Perry,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Pills- 
bury,  Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Power,  Pratt, 
Quigley,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- York  East,  Reese,  Rice 
of  New- York,  Roberts,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sander- 
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son,  Sargent,  Simonds,  Slicer,  Smith  of  Indiana,  Summers,  ^*»y  80, 1866. 
Starks,  Stevens,  Swaim,  Talbot,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
Trimble,  Triplett,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Van  Deusen,  Walker, 
Wallace,  Washburn,  Watson,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore, 
Wilson  of  Erie,  Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  Young  of 
Ohio— 124. 

Nays. — Baker,  Bannister,  Barnes,  Bennet,  Bingham,  Nays. 
Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd  of  Northwest  Indiana,  Boyd  of 
Pittsburgh,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brown  of  Cincin- 
nati, Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Burlingham,  Burns,  Button, 
Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyoming,  Coats,  Col- 
lins of  Michigan,  Cook,  Crowell,  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis, 
Disbro,  Dodge,  Erwin,  Evans,  Flower,  Floy,  Fowble,  Gillet, 
Gorrie,  Gregg,  Gurley,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hawkins,  Hen- 
derson, Hibbard,  Hitchcock,  Hosmer,  Hulburd,  Hull,  Ken- 
ney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley 
of  Genesee,  Knox,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lowry,  Marcy,  Mattison,  ' 
Moffat,  Morey,  Mulfinger,  Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida, 
Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Phelps,  Pilcher  of  Michigan,  Porter  of 
New-England,  Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Requa,  Rice  of 
New-England,  Rust,  Sapp,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Stal- 
lard,  Starr,  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thompson  of  Northwest  Indi- 
ana, Thomson  of  North  Ohio,  Thurston,  Waite,  Wakefield, 
Watts,  Webster,  Wheeler,  Whedon,  Witherspoon,  Young 
of  Cincinnati — 91. 

So  the  motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Absentees. — Culver,  Dimmitt,  Dustin,  Phillips,  Wise — 5.     Absenteee. 

George   Peck,  Chairman  of  the   Commissioners  of  the   ^Ne'^^T  rt'  ^ 
Church  suit  in  New- York,  appointed  at  the  last  General 
Conference,  submitted  the  report  of  said  committee.      It 
was  read  and  placed  on  file.    [For  Report,  see  Appendix  Z.] 

Nerval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  the  case  of  Oliver  Burgess 
as  follows,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred  so  much  Eeport  of  Com- 
of  the  Journal  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  as  relates  to  the  case  mittee  on  Itin- 
of  Oliver  Burgess,  a  former  member  of  that  Conference,  beg  leave  Z^l^  fltr^l 
to  report :  of  North  Ohio 

That,  on  examination,  they  find  the  Conference  passed  the  char-  Conference  in 
acter  of  said  Burgess,  recognized  his  withdrawal  from  the  con-  oilver'&u-eesfc 
nection,  and  entered  the  same  on  the  Journals ;  that  they  subse- 
quently  reconsidered  the  passage  of  his  character  without  recon- 
sidering their  recognition  of  his  withdrawal  from  the  Church,  and 
then  refused  to  pass  his  character.  We  therefore  recommend  for 
adoption  the  following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
9 
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May  80,  1856.  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  action  of  the  North  Ohio 
Conference  in  reconsidering  the  passage  of  the  character  of  0.  Bur- 
gess after  they  had  recognized  his  withdrawal  from  the  Church,  and 
then  refusing  to  pass  his  character,  was  irregular  and  unauthorized. 

Motion  to  re-  Pending  the  consideration  of  this  report,  John  H.  Power 
mand  the  case.  ,    i         .  \      -kt      ^    r\^  •     r^ 

Lost.  moved  that  the  case  be  remanded  to  the  JNorth  Ohio  Con- 

ference for  re-adjudication;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail, 
Eeport  adopted,   and  the  report  as  submitted  was  adopted. 
Eeport         on       Thomas  Carlton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Bound- 

Boundaries 

submitted.         aries,  submitted  a  report.     It  was  read  by  the  Secretary  of 

Lies  over  under  .  j-  •' 

the  rule.  the  Committee,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Eeport  relating       W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 
vian  missions,   submitted  a  report  relating  to  Scandinavian  Missions,  and 
Lies  over  under   to  the  support  of  Superannuated  Missionaries.    It  was  read, 
and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  further  report,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows, 
namely : 

Eeport  concern-       The  Committee  ou  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
ing    questions    questions  respecting   Stewards,   signed  by  S.  Washburn   and  S. 
stew^ds.       ^   ^-  Brown,  beg  leave  to  report  for  adoption  the  following,  namely : 
Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  duties  and  prerogatives 
of  stewards  in  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  are  well  defined  in 
the  Discipline,  and  that  the  questions  proposed  to  the  General  Con- 
ference by  S.  Washburn  and  S.  D.  Brown,  properly  belong  to  the 
President  of  a  Quarterly  or  an  Annual  Confei'ence. 

Letter  of  "Wm.       N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 

?ortS°bLk."'  reported  back  the  letter  of  William  Simmons,  stating  that 

it  contained  a  communication  to  the  Conference  merely,  and 

nothing  calling  for  the  action  of  the  committee  ;  and  on  mo- 

Laid  on  the  tion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  communication  was  laid  on  the 
table.  ^  , , 

table. 

John  Kennaday,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Epis- 
copacy, submitted  the  following  report,  which  was  adopted : 

Eeport  of  the  The  Committee  on  Episcopacy  beg  leave  to  report:  That  the 
Comniittee  on  various  subjects  claiming  their  attention  have  been  duly  consid- 
Episcopacy.        ^^^^^ 

From  every  conference  information  has  been  received  respecting 

the  administration ;  and  the  result  shows  that  the  Bishops  have 

been  faithful  in  their  work,  and  that  they  enjoy  the  full  confi- 

Charactersofthe   "^^^^e  and  affection  of  the  respective  conferences.     The  committee 

therefore  recommend  that  their  characters  pass. 


Memorials  to  be       On  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  Conference  directed  that  all 
cMmen     o?  memorials  presented  to  this  body  and  referred  to  the  several 
committees.      committees,  be  left  in  the  hands  of  the  chairmen  of  the  com- 
mittees respectively. 
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Peter  Cartwright,  Chairman  of  a  Select  Committee  on  May  so,  1856. 
Church  Extension,  submitted  a  report  containing  the  follow-  church  Exten" 
ing  resolutions,  and  the  report  was  adopted.  Adopted. 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  appreciate  and  commend  the  zeal  of  our  ^ 
brethren  at  Chicago,  yet  -we  do  not  think  it  practicable  at  this 

time  to  organize  such  a  society  as  they  desire. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  earnestly  recommend  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, as  having  this  work  more  immediately  under  their  super- 
vision and  control,  to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated, 
according  to  their  circumstances  and  necessities,  and  by  all  pru- 
dential means,  to  secure  the  desired  end. 

[For  the  Report,  see  Appendix  AA.] 

Henry  W.  Reed,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  Report  on  the 

whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  Reeder  Smith,  submitted  smith. 
a  report  in  relation  to  the  case. 

P.  S.  Bennett,  on  behalf  of  himself  and  H.  Summers,  pre-  Minority  Eeport 

sented  a  Minority  Report,  and  on  motion  of  N.  Wilson,  it  case  laW  on  the 


was  laid  on  the  table. 


table. 


On  motion  of  B.  F.  Crary,  the  report  of  the  majority  of  Majority  Report 

the  committee  in  the  case  of  Reeder  Smith  was  laid  on  the  bie. 
table  by  a  vote  of  80  to  50. 

George  F.  Brown,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee  on  Keport  relating 

^  ,         ,°,,       ,  ,  ,  .  ,  ,  .      to         Colored 

Colored  Members,  presented  a  report,  which  was  read,  and     Members. 
lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  the  rule. 

D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  Report  on  Lay 
whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,  submitted       «^s*»o°- 
a  report. 

On  motion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  the  report  was  recommitted  Report  recom- 
to  aflford  the  committee  an  opportunity  of  receiving  and 
considering  sundry  memorials  on  that  subject,  which  have 
not  yet  come  into  their  hands. 

On  motion,  Conference  determined  that  when  we  adjourn  Afternoon  sea- 
we  adjourn  to  meet  at  2  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

A.  Lowrey  submitted  the  following  resolution,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation  Resolution  relat- 
to  consider  the  propriety  of  so  altering  the  Discipline  as  to  allow  iiig  to  Financial 
Lay  Financial  Delegates  in  our  Annual  Conferences.  ®  ®°*  ®^' 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Martin,  Conference  adjourned.  Adjournment. 

Benediction  by  J.  Lewis. 
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Va7  80,18M. 

Friday  Afternoon. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Janes 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  John  Kis- 
ling,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
Members  absent       Qn  motion,  members  not  present  on  the  call  of  the  yeas 

on  call  of  yeas  .  ^ 

and  nays  per-   and  navs  were  permitted  to  record  their  votes  on  the  ques- 

mitted    to    re-      .  ,         .       ,  ^      ^     ^  •  • 

cord  their  votes,   tion  taken  m  that  method  this  mornmg. 

^'r^Msvote'to  ^"  motion,  E.  G.  Wood,  who  was  not  present  yesterday 
the  negative,  when  the  vote  was  taken  on  the  first  resolution  of  the  Report 
of  the  Majority  of  the  Committee  on  Slavery,  was  permit- 
ted to  record  his  vote ;  and  he  voted  in  the  negative. 

Motion  to  BUS-  W.  D.  R.  Trotter  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day 
of  the  day  to  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Con- 
port 'wi  Book  cern  relating  to  a  Book  Depository  and  Paper  at  St.  Louis. 
?t^Et*Louis!^*^'       On  motion  of  H.  Requa,  the  motion  to  suspend  for  the 

^he  teb/e^'"^  *'''  purpose  indicated  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Motion  to  sus-       S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  the 

pend  the  order     , 
of  the  day.  day. 

Amendment  J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  "  for  the  pur- 

propose  .  ^^^^  ^^  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions." 

Motion  to   lay       S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 

the  amendment        ,  ,      ,  ,  .  »     ,  i  i>  ^  ^ 

on  the  table,      table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  60  to  79. 
Substitute    for       James  Floy  moved  to  substitute  for  the  amendment,  "  for 

ment  *™^°^"   the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

Tract  Cause." 
SnbsHtnte  laid       On  motion  of  John  M'Clintock,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 

on  the  table.        ^j^^  ^^y^^ 

A  second  snb-  F.  G.  Hibbard  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment, 
amendment      "  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Revisals  in  relation  to  Baptized  Children." 
Bubstitnte  The  substitute  was  adopted,  and  the  motion  as  amended 

adopted.  _  *• 

Motion         as  prevailed, 
ried.  The  report  relating  to  baptized  children  was  then  taken  up 

Keport  relating  ,  , 

to     Baptized  and  read. 

To  be  "consWer-  On  motion  of  F.  G.  Hibbard,  Conference  proceeded  to 
item."^'^    ^^   consider  the  several  items  seriatim. 

The  first  question  and  its  answer  having  been  read, 
Hon  Mid  An-       J.  B.  Merwin  moved  to  amend  the  answer  to  the  question 
Bidered.    **"*    by  striking  out  the  word  "expected,"  and  insert  instead 
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thereof  the  word  "  required,"  and  by  striking  out  the  words  ^^y  so,  1866. 

"using  all  diligence   in   bringing,"   and  inserting  instead  JSiendment. 

thereof  the  words  "  covenant  to  bring." 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  motion  to  amend  was  Amendment 

laid  on  the  table.  table. 

F.  Hodffson  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "  in  Amendment 
°  .  proposed, 

a  state  of  grace,"  and  insert  the  words  "  in  favor  with  God." 

On  motion  of  S.  Wakefield,  the  proposed  amendment  was  Amendment 

,    .  ,  ,  ,  laid     on     the 

laid  on  the  table.  tabio. 

S.  Washburn  moved  to  refer  the  whole  report  to  a  select  com-  Motion  to  refer 

.  ,  -  .  _  1  y-i      /»  t"  i'  committee 

mittee,  to  consider  and  report  to  the  next  General  Uonterence.    to  report  to  the 
On  motion  of  W.  H.  Pearne,  the  foregoing  motion  was    conference. 

1    .  1  .1       ,1,1  Motion  to  refer 

laid  on  the  table.  laid    on    tiie 

D.  W.  Bristol  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  Answer  to  the  PreTions  ques- 

rdered. 
Question 

prevailed,  and  the  Answer  was  adopted.  ^^  tedf  °^''^' 

The  Second  Question  and  Answer  were  read  and  adopted.  Second     Ques- 

The  Third  Question,  with  its  several  Answers,  was  read,  swer  adopted. 

when,  on  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  Conference  agreed   to  TbkdQuMtion 

consider  the  several  Answers  in  order.    The  First  and  Second  %  \l  "t^i^Z'. 

Answers  to  the  Third  Question  were  then  adopted.  jij^Jt          ^^^ 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  Third  Answer  to  this  s^^rs'^^o  ^^' 

Question,  H.  Kinsley  moved  to  amend  it  by  inserting  after  Amendment 

the  words  "a  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,"  the 

words,  "  and  to  be  saved  from  their  sins." 

D.  B.  Randall  moved  to  lay  both  the  Answer  and  the  Motion  to  lay 

•  theAnswerand 

proposed  amendment  on  the  table.  amendment  on 

:    1-    •  .  /.I  ,•       1       •        1  T        •■     •.  •  the  table. 

A  division  01  the  question  having  been  ordered,  the  motion  Division  of  the 
to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table  was  lost.     The  amend-    dered!°° 

,  ,1  1       i   J  Amendment 

ment  was  then  adopted.  adopted. 

Israel  Chamberlayne  moved  that  the  vote  be  now  taken  Previous  ques- 

.  .  tion  ordered. 

without  further  debate ;  the  motion  prevailed,  and  the  Third  Third    Answer 

Answer  to  Question  Third,  as  amended,  was  adopted.     The  Fourth  Answer 

Fourth  Answer  to  the  Third  Question  was  then  adopted.  '^^  ^ 

The  report,  as  a  whole,  was  then  adopted  in  words  fol-  Report    as    a 

lowing,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals,  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  Report  on  the 
of  the  Relation  of  Baptized  Children  to  the  Church,  having  maturely  5®'".^^°  ^  r^u?^ 
considered  this  important  subject,  beg  leave  to  present  the  follow-     di^eu.*^^ 

ing  as  their  report,  which  they  recommend  to  be  inserted  in  the  Adopted. 
Discipline  as  sec.  3  of  ch.  ii,  Part  I,  on  page  31. 

Section  III.— 0/  Baptized   Childreti.  Discipline 

Quest.  1.  Are  all  young  children  entitled  to  Baptism  ? 
^ns.  We  hold  that  all  children,  by  virtue  of  the  unconditional  All  young  chll- 
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dren  entitled 
to  Baptism. 


Belation  of  Bap- 
tized Cliildren 
to  the  Church. 


Register  of  the 
Eesidences, 
Parentage, 
Names,  and 
dates  of  the 
Birth  and  Bap- 
tism of  Chil- 
dren. ► 

To  be  tanght 
the  nature  and 
design  of  Bap- 
tism. 

To  attend  class. 


To  be  received 
into  full  mem- 
bership. 


Daniel  Wise  ex- 
cused and  Wil- 
liam Livesey 
admitted  to  a 


J.  G.  Dimmitt 
has  leave  of  ab- 
sence. 


Paying  widows 
and  orphans  of 
deceased 
bishops. 


benefits  of  the  atonement,  are  members  of  the  kingdom  of  God, 
and,  therefore,  graciously  entitled  to  baptism  ;  but  as  infant  bap- 
tism contemplates  a  course  of  religious  instruction  and  disci- 
pline, it  is  expected  of  all  parents  or  guardians  who  present  their 
children  for  baptism,  that  they  use  all  diligence  in  bringing 
them  up  in  conformity  to  the  word  of  God,  and  they  should  be 
solemnly  admonished  of  this  obligation,  and  earnestly  exhorted 
to  faithfulness  therein. 

Ques.  2.  AVhat  is  the  relation  of  baptized  children  to  the  Church  ? 

Ans.  We  regard  all  children  who  have  been  baptized,  as  placed 
in  visible  covenant  relation  to  God,  and  under  the  special  care 
and  supervision  of  the  Church. 

Ques.  3.  What  shall  be  done  for  the  baptized  children  of  our  Church? 

Ans.  1.  The  preacher  in  charge  shall  preserve  a  full  and  accu- 
rate register  of  the  names  of  all  the  baptized  children  witliin  his 
pastoral  care ;  the  dates  of  their  birth,  baptism,  their  parentage, 
and  places  of  residence. 

Ans.  2.  As  early  as  they  shall  be  able  to  understand,  let  them 
be  taught  the  nature,  design,  and  obligations  of  their  baptism, 
and  the  truths  of  religion  necessary  to  make  them  wise  unto  sal- 
vation ;  let  them  be  encouraged  to  attend  class,  and  to  give  regu- 
lar attendance  upon  all  the  means  of  grace,  according  to  their 
age,  capacitj-,  and  religious  experience. 

Ans.  3.  Whenever  they  shall  have  attained  an  age  suflBcient  to 
understand  the  obligations  of  religion,  and  shall  give  evidence  of 
a  desire  to  flee  from  the  wrath  to  come,  and  to  be  saved  from 
their  sins,  their  names  shall  be  enrolled  in  the  list  of  probation- 
ers ;  and  if  they  shall  continue  to  give  evidence  of  a  principle  and 
habit  of  piety,  they  may  be  admitted  into  full  membership  in  our 
Church,  on  the  recommendation  of  a  leader  with  whom  they  have 
met  at  least  six  mouths  in  class,  by  publicly  assenting  before  the 
Church  to  the  baptismal  covenant,  and  also  the  usual  questions 
on  doctrines  and  discipline. 

Ans.  4.  Whenever  a  baptized  child  shall  by  orphanage,  or 
otherwise,  become  deprived  of  Christian  guardianship,  the 
preacher  in  charge  shall  ascertain  and  report  to  the  Leaders' 
Meeting,  the  facts  in  the  case ;  and  such  provision  shall  be  made 
for  the  Christian  training  of  the  child,  as  the  circumstances  of 
the  case  admit  and  require. 

A.  Stevens  stated  tbat  Daniel  Wise,  a  delegate  to  this 
body  from  the  Providence  Conference,  was  seriously  ill,  and 
would  not  be  able  to  resume  his  seat  at  all  during  the  ses- 
sion :  whereupon,  on  motion,  William  Livesey,  a  reserve 
delegate  from  Providence  Conference,  was  admitted  to  a 
seat  in  his  stead. 

H.  W.  Eeed  asked  leave  of  absence  for  J.  G.  Dimmitt, 
on  account  of  sickness  in  his  family  ;  and  on  motion  leave 
was  granted  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Temporal  Economy,  relating  to  the  method  of  paying  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  bishops,  was  taken  up,  and 
adopted  in  words  following,  to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Temporal  Economy  beg  leave  to  report  in 
part  the  following  resolution,  on  the  paying  the  widows  and  or- 
phans of  deceased  bishops,  namely  : 
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Resolved,  That  answer  3,  section  1,  chapter  iii,  Part  III,  of  the     May  80,  1S66. 
Discipline  be  stricken  out,  and  the  following  inserted  :  changei 

The  widows  and  orphans  of  deceased  bishops  shall  be  allowed 
to  draw  on  the  funds  of  the  Book  Concern  annually  for  their  Dis- 
ciplinary allowance. 

S.  Van  Deusen,  seconded  by  William  Reddy,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Book  Agents,  Editors  of  the  Church    Resolution    a\- 
periodicals,  Corresponding   Secretary   of   the  Missionary  Society,     thi  elections 
Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Tract  Society,  and  Corresponding 
Secretary  of  the  Sunday  School  Union,  be  the  special  order  of  the 
day  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  T.  J.  Quigley,  the  resolution  was  laid  on  the  ^^^^^^  ""    ^^ 
table. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne,  seconded  by  William  Roberts,  moved 
the  following  resolution,  and  it  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  this   Conference  be  authorized  ^^T®'^^.     ®P" 

to  supervise  and  edit  the  Journal  of  this  Conference  for  publica-  the"  Joum.-fl  of 

tion  by  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  and  that   the  Agents  be  this      General 

directed  to  remunerate  him  suitably  for  the  service.  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made  to  adjourn,  but  it  did  not  prevail.        Motion   to  ad- 

•i  '  ^  journ. 

On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  a  call  was  made  for  me-   Lost. 

•'       .  Call  for  memo- 

morials  and  petitions,  and  the  following  were  presented  and     rials  and  peti- 

f         1  1  o  1  tions. 

referred,  namely : 

Trot  Conference. — W.  Griffin  presented  a  copy  of  the  Teot. 

n  T  Ti  1   .    1-  1-1         -11     1        Copy  of  will  of 

last  will  and  testament  oi  James  13ouraet,  by  wliich  will  the     .James    Bour- 

.  det 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  is  made  a   Keferred. 
residuary  devisee ;  and  it  was  referred  to  a  select  committee 
of  three. 

Genesee    Conference. — Thomas    Carlton    presented  a   ^g^^f^^f,  ^^^^ 
memorial  from  Buffalo  on   the  subject  of  Lay  Delegation,     Buffalo  on  Lay 

•'  •'  .  Delegation. 

and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation.       Referred. 

-.-.-,  T  ...  1       ,"1  1    /-I       ,'          Invitations     to 

He  also  presented  two  mvitations  to  the  General  Conter-     hold  the  next 

,,,.  ...         .  r-oo-i  r  session  in 

ence  to  hold  ats  next  session  m  the  city  oi  Butialo,  one  irora     Buffalo. 
the  Quarterly  Conference  of  the  Niagara-street  Church,  and     table, 
the  other  from  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  district,  and  the 
pastors  of  the  city,  and  they  were  laid  on  the  table  till  the 
subject  to  which  they  relate  shall  be  taken  up ;  and  they 
■were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Wisconsin  Conference. — P.   S.   Bennett  presented  a  Wisconsin. 
memorial  on  Slavery  from  Kenosha,  and  it  was  referred  to  ^®™°"y'  ^^^ 
the  Committee  on  Slavery.  E^ferroi' 

North   Ohio  Conference. — W.  B.  Disbro  presented  a  Noktu  Omo. 

^  Memorial   from 

memorial  from  Elyria  Station  on  the  subject  of  Lay  Delega-     Eiyna  on  Lay 

n  1  T  .  ,  1  .  Delegation. 

tion,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  that  subject.       Referred. 
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Cincinnati. 

Memorial  from 
Grcnnville  and 
Palestine  on 
Boundaries. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  on 
Slavery  from 
Cedar' County, 
Iowa. 

Eeferred. 


Memorial  from 
Edgar  Conk- 
ling. 

Eeferred. 


Motion  to  read 
the  memorial. 
Lost. 

New-England. 

A  memorial  on 
Slavery     from 
Meridian- 
street. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial       on 
Slavery     from 
Bromfleld- 
street 

Eeferred. 

New-Jekset. 

Memorial  from 
N.  Brunswick 
on  Boundaries. 

Eeferred. 


Memorial  ask- 
ing that  the 
Chapter  on 
Slavery  remain 
unaltered. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  from 
Belleville,pray- 
ing  that  no 
change  be 

made  in  the 
Discipline  on 
Slavery. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial       on 
Boundaries 
from         New- 
Brunswick. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  ask- 
ing that  no 
change  in  the 
Discipline  on 
Slavery  be 
made. 

Eeferred. 

Memorial  from 
Grant  Good- 
rich, on  Scrip- 
ture texts  to 
accompany  the 
Articles  of  Ee- 
llglon. 
Eeferred. 


Cincinnati  Conference. — James  B.  Finley  presented  a 
memorial  from  Greenville  and  Palestine  Circuits,  praying 
that  they  may  be  set  off  from  the  North  Ohio  Conference 
to  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Com- 
mittee on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  memorial  from 
members  of  the  Church  in  Cedar  County,  Iowa,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Slavery,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on 
Slavery. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  a  memorial  from  Edgar 
Conkling,  on  appointing  ministers  of  the  Gospel  to  secular 
positions,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Temporal 
Economy.  On  the  presentation  of  the  foregoing  memorial, 
a  motion  was  made  that  it  be  read,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

New-England  Conference. — L.  R.  Thayer  presented 
a  memorial  from  Meridian-street  Church,  Boston,  on  Slavery, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

James  Porter  presented  a  memorial  on  Slavery  from 
Bromfield-street  Church,  Boston,  and  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Slavery. 

New-Jersey  Conference. — S.  Y.  Moni-oe  presented  a 
memorial  from  the  Pitman  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  New- 
Brunswick,  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and  it  was  referred 
to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  He  also  presented  a  me- 
morial from  the  same  source,  asking  that  the  Chapter  on 
Slavery  in  the  Discipline  remain  unaltered  ;  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

John  S.  Swaim  presented  a  memorial  from  members  of  the 
Church  on  Belleville  Circuit,  praying  that  no  alteration  be 
made  in  the  Discipline  on  the  subject  of  Slavery,  and  it  was 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slavery. 

W.  A.  Wilmer  presented  a  memorial  from  Liberty-street 
Station,  New-Brunswick,  on  the  subject  of  Boundaries,  and 
it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Boundaries.  He  also 
presented  a  memorial  from  the  same  source,  praying  that  no 
change  in  relation  to  the  subject  of  Slavery  be  made  in  the 
Discipline,  and  it  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Slav- 
ery. 

Bishop  Simpson  presented  a  memorial  from  Grant  Good- 
rich, of  Chicago,  praying  that  in  the  publication  of  the  "Ar- 
ticles of  lleligion"  in  the  DiscipHne,  the  most  prominent  and 
pertinent  texts  of  Scripture  on  which  the  several  articles  are 
founded  may  be  referred  to  under  each  article.  The  memo- 
rial was  read,  and  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Revisals. 
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T.  J.  Thompson,  seconded  by  S.  D.  Brown,  moved  the     May  80, 1868. 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  election  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and    Resolution   fix- 
Cincinnati  ;  the  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary,  Sunday-school,  and     ^"g    [jj^  ^Mme 
Tract  Societies,  and  the  editors  of  the  several  Church  periodicals     of  the  elections, 
which  are  to  be  chosen  by  the  General  Conference,  be  the  special 
order  of  the  day  for  Tuesday,  the  3d  of  June,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.,  as 
follows : 


Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review,  &c. 

Missionary  Secretary. 

Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Secretary  of  the  Sunday-School  Union. 

Secretai-y  of  the  Tract  Society,  &c. 

Editor  of  the  National  Magazine. 

Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Assistant  Book  Agent  at  Cincinnati. 

Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 

Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

Editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist. 

Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate. 

Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 


On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  foregoing  resolution 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  88  to  65. 

J.  B.  Merwin,  seconded  by  William  Roberts,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely : 

Resolped,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals  be  requested  to  con- 
sider the  expedience  of  changing  the  second  paragraph  of  the  sec- 
ond section  of  chapter  second,  having  reference  to  the  time  of  the 
sessions  of  the  General  Conference,  so  as  to  read,  "  once  in  seven 
years." 

A  motion,  by  R.  Sapp,  to  lay  the  foregoing  resolution  on 
the  table,  was  lost  by  a  vote  62  to  74. 

On  motion  of  Thomas  H.  Pearne,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Committee  on  Revisals. 

On  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  I.  Chamberlayne. 


Resolution   laid 
on  the  table. 


Resolution  to 
provide  for 
Septennial  Ses- 
sions of  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 


Motion    to    lay 
on  the  table. 
Lost. 


Adjournment. 


SATURDAY  MORNING,  MAY  31,  1856. 


May  81,  1856. 


Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Scott  in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  L.  Len- 
hart,  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  the  regular  order  of  business   Report         on 

'  °  .  Boundaries  tak- 

was  suspended,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Bound-    en  up. 
aries  was  taken  up. 
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May  31, 1856. 
Committee     on 
the  of  Will  of  J. 
Bourdet. 


Action  ( 

Boundaries. 


New-Toek 
East. 

Amendment 
proposed. 


Amendment 
laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Amendment 
proposed. 


Laid     on 
table. 


Amendment 
proposed. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Amendment 
proposed. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Bishop  Baker  announced  the  following  committee  on  the 
Last  Will  and  Testament  of  James  Bourdet,  namely  ; 

William  Griffin,  James  H.  Perry,  and  S.  D.  Brown. 

Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  Boundaries  of  the 
Conferences  severally.  The  Boundary  of  the  New- York 
Conference  was  adopted  as  reported  by  the  committee. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  Boundary  of  the  New- 
York  East  Conference,  James  Floy  moved  to  amend  by  add- 
ing the  words,  "except  also  any  church  edifice  that  may 
be  erected  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  John-street 
Church." 

On  motion  of  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  the  proposed  amend- 
ment was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  96  to  33  ;  and  the 
Boundary  as  reported  by  the  committee  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Providence,  New-England,  Maine,  New-Hampshire, 
Troy,  Black  River,  Oneida,  Wyoming,  East  Genesee,  and 
Genesee  Conferences,  severally,  was  read  and  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report  relating  to  the 
Boundary  of  the  Erie  Conference,  S.  Gregg  moved  to  amend 
by  striking  out  the  words,  "lying  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  River." 
The  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  report 
of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  Boundary  of  the  Erie 
Conference  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundary  of 
the  Pittsburgh  Conference  was  read,  when  A.  Poe  moved  to 
amend  by  striking  out  the  word  "including"  and  inserting 
the  word  "excluding"  immediately  preceding  the  word 
"  Massilon." 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  by  the 
committee  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundary  of 
the  Western  Virginia  and  Ohio  Conferences  was  read  and 
adopted. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Boundary  of  the 
Cincinnati  Conference  was  read. 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  amend  the  report  so  as  to 
include  West  Liberty  and  Greenville  Stations  and  Palestine 
Circuit,  now  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference,  in  the  Cincinnati 
Conference. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  motion  to  amend  was  laid  on 
the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  was  adopted. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Kentucky  and  North  Ohio  Conferences  was  read  and 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Boundary  of 
Delaware  Conference  was  read. 

A.  Poe  moved  to  amend  by  so  changing  the  line  recom- 
mended as  to  exclude  Galena  and  South  Delaware  Circuit, 
but  still  including  the  Ohio  Wesleyan  University. 

On  motion  of  James  B.  Finley,  the  proposed  amendment 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  was 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Michigan,  Detroit,  Indiana,  Northwestern  Indiana, 
North  Indiana,  Southeastern  Indiana,  Rock  River,  and 
Peoria  Conferences,  severally,  was  read  and  adopted. 

With  consent,  Peter  Cartwright,  seconded  by  H.  Crews, 
moved  the  following  preamble  and  resolution,  namely  : 

Whereas  it  is  mutually  agreed  between  the  delegates  of  the 
Illinois  and  Peoria  Conferences,  that  they  are  jointly  to  patronize 
the  AVesleyan  University  in  Bloomington,  now  in  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference; and 

Whereas  it  is  father  agreed,  that  if  the  said  Peoria  Conference 
shall  adopt  the  said  University,  and  aid  the  Illinois  Conference 
in  building  up  said  institution  of  learning,  then  and  in  that  event 
the  Western  Charge  in  Bloomington  is  to  be  attached  to  the  Peoria 
Conference ;  therefore. 

Resolved,  That  in  the  event  of  the  compliance  of  the  Peoria 
Conference  with  the  above  agreement,  our  bishops  are  requested 
to  attach  said  Western  Charge  to  the  Peoria  Conference,  and  supply 
it  accordingly. 


May  31, 1S66. 


Amendment 
proposed. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


Preamble     and 
resolution    re- 
lating   to    the 
Western 
Charge  in 

Bloomington, 


The  preamble  and  resolution  were  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundaries 
of  the  Wisconsin,  West  Wisconsin,  Minnesota,  Iowa,  Upper 
Iowa,  Kansas  and  Nebraska,  and  Illinois  Conferences,  sever- 
ally, was  read  and  adopted. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report  relating  to  the 
Boundary  of  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  J.  B.  Corring- 
ton  moved  so  to  amend  it  as  to  include  Hillsborough  Station 
in  the  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  but  the  motion  to  amend 
was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  Boundary  as  reported  was 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  the  Bounda- 
ries of  the  Missouri  and  Arkansas  Conferences  was  read  and 
adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Boundary 
of  the  Baltimore  Conference  was  read. 


Amendment 
proposed. 


Laid     on     the 
table. 
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May  81, 186S.  .  A.  Griffith,  seconded  by  William  Hamilton,  moved  the 
following  as  a  substitute  for  so  much  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  as  relates  to  the  Baltimore  Conference,  namely : 

Substitute  pro-        The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now  in- 
poaed.  eluded  in  the  Baltimore,  Potomac,  AVinchester,  Rockingham,  and 

Lcwisburg  Districts. 

Laid    on    the       On  motiou  of  H.  Banffs,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 

table.  ^  ' 

table. 

Substitute  I.  Parks  moved  as  a  substitute,  That  the  Baltimore  Con- 

adopted.  ' 

ference  remain  intact,  and  a  call  for  the  previous  question 

having  been  sustained,  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote  of 

92  to  82. 

Motton  to  allow       jj.  SHcer  moved  that  the  Baltimore  Conference  be  allowed 

isaltimore  Con- 
ference to  di-    and  authorized,  at  any  session  of  the  said  Conference  Avithin 
vide  itselt  by  a  '  j 

two-thirds  the  next  four  years,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  its  members  in 
favor  of  the  measure,  and  with  the  concurrence  of  the  bishop 
presiding  at  the  said  session,  to  divide  the  said  Baltimore 
Conference. 

"OT^f'^ed"*  ^'  Lanahan  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "  two  thirds" 

and  inserting  "  a  majority." 

Motion  to  lay  on       H.  SHcer  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  amend  on  the  table, 

the  table  lost.       ,  ,  .  .  "^  . 

but  the  motion  did  not  prevail, 
^tion  ordered  ^'        ^^  motion  of  J.  Lanahan  it  was  ordered,  by  a  vote  of 

134  to  17,  that  the  question  be  taken  without  further  debate. 
Amendment  The  amendment  substituting  the  words  "  a  raaiority"  for 

carried.  .  °  J        J 

the  words  "  two  thirds"  was  carried,  and  the  motion  as  amend- 
ed prevailed. 

Afternoon  ses-  On  motion  of  W.  Reddy  it  was  resolved,  that  when  we 
adjourn  we  adjourn  to  meet  at  two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

Motion  to  recon-        J  p  Durbin  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  Bal- 

sider  the  vote  J 

in  the  case  of    timore  Conference  was  authorized  to  divide  by  its  own  action. 

Baltimore  Con-  .  •'  . 

ference.  On  motion  of  John  Poisal,  the  motion  to  reconsider  was 

Motion   laid  on  ' 

the  table.  laid  on  the  table. 

Speakers,  except       H.  Bangs  moved  that  each  speaker  in  debate,  except 

chairmen,  lim-  =>  .  .  „  . 

ited    to    five   chairmen  of  committees,  be  restricted  to  five  mmutes.     The 

minutes. 

motion  was  adopted. 
Ecport         on        On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

?n?he teWe!"'*   on  Boundaries  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Committee    on       J.  S.  Porter,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Ex- 

Defegates    re-   penses  of  Delegates,  submitted  the  following  report,  namely  : 

port. 

The  Committee  on  the  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  beg  leave  to 
report, 
That  they  have  so  far  progressed  with  the  business  assigned  to 


Motion  prevails. 
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them,  5is  to  ascertain  Miat  there  will  be  a  deficiency  of  nearly  three      May  51, 1S56. 
thousand   three  hundred  dolhirs.     They  submit  to  the  General   '^i^?^^^^^ 
Conference  the  following  resolutions,  namely :  •   .     • 

1.  Resolved,  Tliat  a  draft  be  ordered  on  the  Book  Agents  at  New-  Draft  ordered 
York  and  Oinciunuti,  .two  thirds  of  which  to  be  paid  by  the  for  the  amount 
former,  and  the  remaining  one  third  by  the  latter,)  for  an  amount 

sufficient  to  cover  the  deficiency. 

2.  Resolved,  That  ill  those  circuits  and  stations  where  collections 
have  not  been  taken  up  to  meet  those  expenses,  agreeably  to  the 
directions  of  the  Discipline,  we  will  on  our  return  make  an  effort 
to  have  such  collections  taken,  and  the  inoncy  so  raised  shall  be 
forwar'ied  to  the  agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  as  an  in- 
demnity for  the  above  draft. 

3.  R'esolved,  That  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Expenses 
of  the  Delegates  be  authorized  to  draw  for  the  amount  of  deficiency 
on  the  agents  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati,  as  provided  in  the  first 
resolution. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  the  foregoing  report  was  adopted.   Report  adopted. 
John  Poisal,  seconded  by  James  Cunningham,  moved  the 
following  resolution,  namely  : 


Collections  to 
be  taken  here- 
after where 
none  have 

boen  taken 
hitherto. 


Chairman 
committee 
authorized 
draw    for 
amount 


Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  will  adjourn  si7ie  die  on    Eesolutlon     to 
Wednesday  next,  the  third  of  June,  at  liJ  o'clock  M.  ^11""°     *'"^ 


Laid     on     the 
table. 


This  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table. 
H.  Bangs  moved  that  the  election  of  officers  be  made  the 
order  of  the  day  for  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock.     An 

1  •  •        '    ,,m        I      11  •  ^     piL-Kr  Amendments 

amendment  proposing  to  insert     iuesday    mstead  oi     Mon-    proposed, 
day,"  and  still    another   to  insert  "  Wednesday"  instead  of 
•'  Monday."     Pending   the  motion    and  amendments,  Con- 
ference adjourned  by  expiration  of  time.      Conference  uni-  Adjournment 
ted  in  singing  the  Doxology,  and  the  benediction  was  pro- 
nounced by  J.  Floy. 


Saturday  Afternoon. 


Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  Isaac 
Parks,  of  the  Oneida  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  tliis  morning  was  read  and  approved. 

James  B.  Finley  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  Motion  to  take 

•'  ^  ^  up  the  Eeport 

the  day,  lor  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of  the    on  Boundaries. 
Committee  on  Boundaries. 

Thomas  H.  Pearne  moved  to  amend,  so  as  to  take  up  Proposed 
the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  in  re-    *'"^°  ™^°  * 
lation  to  the  Pacific  Christian   Advocate,  and   the  Central 
Christian  Advocate. 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  the  original 


Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 
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Max  81, 1856. 
Keport  on 

Boundaries 
taken  up. 

Motion  to  re- 
commit so 
much  as  relates 
to  Baltimore 
and  Baltimore 
East  Confer- 
ences. 

Motion  to  re- 
commit laid  on 
the  table. 

Beport  relating 
to  Baltimore 
and  East  Balti- 
more Confer- 
ences struck 
out,  and 

Boundaries  in 
the  Discipline 
inserted. 


Eeport  relating 
to  New-Jee- 
SEY  reconsider- 
ed and  amend- 
ed. 


Nevaek   Con- 

FEKKNCE. 

Motion  to 

amend. 


Motion    to    re- 
commit. 

Laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Amendment 
laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 


Motion  to  re- 
commit laid  on 
the  table. 


Motion  to  lay 
on  the  table. 
Lost 


Section  fixing 
Boundaries  of 
New-Jersey 
Conference  re- 
considered and 
amended. 


motion  prevailed,  and  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Boundaries  was  taken  up. 

A.  J.  Phelps  moved  that  so  much  of  the  report  as  re- 
lated to  the  Baltimore  and  Baltimore  East  Conferences,  be 
recommitted,  with  instructions  to  divide  the  territory  into 
three  Conferences. 

On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  foregoing  motion  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  so  much  of  the  report  as  relates 
to  the  Baltimore  and  Baltimore  East  Conferences  was 
struck  out,  and  the  Boundary  of  the  Baltimore  Confer- 
ence, as  set  forth  in  the  Discipline,  inserted  instead  thereof. 

The  report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Philadelphia 
and  New-Jersey  Conferences  was  read  and  adopted. 

Afterward,  on  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  vote  adopting 
the  Boundary  of  the  New-Jersey  Conference  was  recon- 
sidered, and  on  further  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  item  was 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  the  City  of  New- 
Brunswick  and,"  and  the  section  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Newark  Con- 
ference was  read. 

J.  S.  Porter  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  the  City 
of  Xew-Brunswick. 

H.  Kinsley  moved  to  recommit  the  report,  but  the 
motion  was  laid  on  the  table. 

W.  Reddy  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  proposed  by  J. 
S.  Porter  on  the  table,  and  the  motion  was  carried  by  a  vote 
of  48  to  44. 

W.  Reddy  moved  to  recommit  the  report. 

On  motion  of  T.  H.  Pearne,  the  motion  to  recommit  was 
laid  on  the  table. 

J.  P.  Durbin  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  include  New- 
Brunswick,  Milltown,  South  River,  and  South  Amboy  in  the 
Newark  Conference. 

A  motion  was  made  that  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Boundaries  as  relates  to  the  Newark  Confer- 
ence, be  laid  on  the  table;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote 
of  39  to  To. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  vote  adopting  the  section 
relating  to  the  New-Jersey  Conference  was  reconsidered; 
and,  on  further  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  words  "  the  City 
of  New-Brunswick  and"  struck  from  this  item  heretofore, 
were  restored,  and  the  section,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
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The  report  of  the  committee  relating  to  the  Newark,  Ore-    May  81, 1868. 
gon,  California,  and  Liberia  Mission  Conferences  was  read 
and  adopted. 

The  report  of  the  committee  in  relation  to  a  Mission  An-  Mission  Con- 
nual  Conference  in  Germany  was  read.  ^^™  ^  ®*'- 

J.  Dodge  moved  to  amend  the  section  by  striking  out  the  proposed 
words  "except  that  of  sending  delegates   to  the  General    Cd^'^^^^^tho 
Conference."  ^**^^- 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  the  amendment  was  laid  on  the 
table,  and  the  section  was  adopted. 

L.  B.  Gurley  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  Motion  to  re- 
report  of  the  committee  concerning  the  Boundaries  of  the  lation  to 
North  Ohio  and  Delaware  Conferences  was  adopted.                North  ""^hio 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  motion  to  reconsider  -^^^  ^'^on^^'the 
was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  94  to  25.  *^^'^- 

Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  Report  of  the  Com-  German  work, 
roittee  on  Boundaries  in   relation  to  the  German  work,  and 
after  the  first  item  was  read  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Cyrus  Brooks,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  North  Ohio  and  ]Michigan  Districts  of  the 
German  work  be  allowed  to  meet  in  connection  with  the  Cincinnati 
Conference,  at  its  session  next  ensuing. 

The  Second,  Third,  and  Fourth  Sections  relating  to  the 
German  work  were  read  and  adopted. 

On  motion,  the  vote  adopting  the  Third  Section  was  re- 
considered, and  on  motion  of  John  Kisling,  the  following 
substitute  was  adopted,  namely  : 

The  German  work  now  connected  with  the  Southeastern  Indiana 
Conference  shall  remain  connected  with  that  Conference. 

The  Fifth,  Sixth,  Seventh,  and  Eighth  Sections  were  read 
and  adopted. 

On  motion  of  J.  D.  Blain,  the  report  of  the  committee 
was  amended  by  adding  to  the  German  work  a  Ninth  Sec- 
tion as  follows,  namely  : 

9.  The  German  Missions  in  California  are  to  belong  to  the  Califor- 
nia Conference. 

On  motion  of  William  Nast,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted : 

Resolved.  That  the  preachers  of  the  St.  Louis  and  Bellevillo 
German  Districts  be  permitted  to  meet  with  the  Illinois  Conference 
at  their  next  session. 
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MaySl,  1S56.         "phe  committee  submitted   as  a  j^art  of  their  report  the 
following  resolutions : 

New  Hamp-  ]    Resolved,  That  the  Bishop  presiding  at  the  next  session  of 

motft  "confer-  *^^  New-Hampshire  and  Vermont  Conferences  respectively,  be  re- 
ences  may  quested  to  present  the  question  of  a  reunion  of  these  two  confer- 
nnite.  ences  for  the  action  of  each  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  each  of  them  shall 

so  determine,  the  two  conferences  shall  thereafter  be  one,  under 

the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire  Conference. 

2.  Resdlved,  That  this  General  Conference  consent  that  the  New- 
Jersey  and  Newark  Conferences  shall  hold  their  next  session 
together,  according  to  their  request. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  publish  a  map  of 
our  several  conference  territories. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Orange  Chapel  be  transferred  from  the  Dela- 
ware Conference,  and  be  attached  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference, 
and  that  Plattville  be  tran.«feried  from  the  Cincinnati  Conference, 
and  attached  to  the  Delaware  Conference. 

These  resolutions  were  severally  adopted,  and  the  report 
as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  BB.] 
Eeport  on  Mis-       John  P.   Durbin  moved  for  a  further  suspension   of  the 
Biona      en  up.   ^^^^^  ^j-  ^^^  ^^^  f^^.  ^^^  purpose  of  taking  up  the  Report  of 
the   Committee   on   Mission.^.     The  motion  prevailed,  and 
Conference  proceeded  to  consider  so  much  of  the  report  as 
relates  to  a  Missionary  Bishop  for  Africa. 
Bishops       re-       On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  Bishops  were  requested 
Communicate     to  communicate  to  the  Conference  their  views  of  the  matter 
t  eir  views.       yj^^jgj.  consideration,  if  they  desired  so  to  do. 
Motion  toadopt       The  report  of  the  committee  and  the  substitute  offered  by 
Substitute  "^laid   H.  Bangs  were  both  read,  and  H.  Bangs  moved  that  the 
on  the  table.      substitute  be  adopted. 

On  motion  of  W.  B.  Disbro,  the  substitute  was  laid  on 
the  table. 

W.  Graham  moved  that  the  first  resolution  of  the  report 
be  adopted. 
^  ,  ^^         John  A.  Collins  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of 

Vote     on     tne  '■ 

first  resolution   ^q  resolution  betaken  bv  veas  and  nays;  and  the  call  being 

to  be  taken  by  i  i  ^ 

yeas  and  nays,   sustained  by  the   requisite  number,  the  vote  was  taken  as 

follows,  namely : 
Teas.  Yeas. — Allen  of  Maine,  Baird,  Baker,  Bannister,  Barnes, 

Bennett,  Berry,  Bewley,  liingham,  Blain,  Blake,  Boyd  of 
Northwestern  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway,  Brooks 
of  Cincinnati,  Brouse,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Brown  of  New- 
Jersey,  Buck  of  East  Genesee,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Burlingham, 
Burns,  Carlton,  Carpenter,  Chamberlayne,  Clark  of  Wyoming, 
Coats,  Collins    of  Baltimore,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Cooke, 
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Coorabe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cox,  Crary,  Crawford,  Crewes,  **»y  3^«  1868. 
Crooks,  Crowel,  Dana,  Dempster,  Disbro,  Dodge,  Drura- 
mond,  Durbin,  Erwin,  Farrington,  Felch,  Finley,  Flower, 
Fowble,  French,  Golieen,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Gregg,  GrflBn 
of  Troy,  Griffith,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Hall,  Hamilton,  Haney, 
Harris,  Hawkins,  Heath,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hill  of 
Erie,  Hirst,  Hitchcock,  Hodgson,  Holliday,  Hosmer,  Howard, 
Hovt,  Hulburd,  Jamison,  Kennaday,  Kenney,  Kidder,  King 
of  New-York,  King  of  Vermont,  Kingsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley 
of  Genesee,  Kinsley,  Kisling,  Knox,  Lanahan,  Leihy, 
Lemon,  Lenhart,  Livesey,  M'Clintock,  Marcy,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Merwin,  Moffatt,  Morey,  Nast,  Osbon, 
Parks  of  Troy,  Parks  of  Oneida,  Pearne  of  Oregon,  Peck, 
Phelps,  Pilcher  of  Michigan,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Pillsbury, 
Poe,  Poisal,  Porter  of  New-England,  Porter  of  New-Jersey, 
Power,  Pratt,  Quigley,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- 
York  East,  Reese,  Requa,  Rice  of  New-England,  Roberts, 
Roberston,  Rust,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sanderson,  Sipp,  Sargent, 
Simonds,  Slicer,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Smith  of  Indiana, 
Summers,  Starks,  Starr,  Stallard,  Stanton,  Swaira,  Thompson 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia,  Thur- 
ston, Trimble,  Trotter,  Van  Cleve,  Waite,  Washburn,  Watson, 
Webster,  Whedon,  Wilmer,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Wither- 
spoon,  Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  Young  of  Cincinnati 
—159. 

Nays. — Allyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Bangs,  Beach,  Brooks  Naya. 
of  Iowa,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Clark  of  New- York,  Cun- 
ningham, Floy,  Gillet,  Griflfen  of  New- York,  Hopkins,  Lewis, 
M'Combs,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Morgan,  Nichols,  Perry, 
Rice  of  New- York,  Talbot,  Thayer,  Thomson  of  North 
Ohio,  Triplett,  Van  Deusen,  Walker,  Wallace,  Young  of 
Ohio— 27. 

Absentees. — Barker,  Battelle,  Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd,  Absentees. 
Brown  of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Button,  Coggeshall, 
Connell,  Conrey,  Culver,  Dennis,  Dimmitt,  Dustin,  Evans, 
Henderson,  Hull,  KuW,  Lauck,  Lowrey,  Luccock,  Mattison, 
Monroe,  Mulfinger,  Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Phillips,  Randall, 
Raymond,  Stevens,  Wakefield,  Watts,  Wheeler,  Wilson  of 
Erie— 34. 

H.  R.  Clark  moved,  that  absent  members  have  leave  to  MoHon  to  aUow 
record  their  votes  at  any  time  during  the  session.  record^^%hei? 

On  motion  of  J.  Cunningham,  the  motion  of  H.  R.  Clark  lIw^'  on    the 
was  laid  on  the  table.  '^^'^• 

10 
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May  81, 1856.         Q^  motion,  the  Bishops  were  respectfully  requested  to 

Bishops  request-  ,  '  ,      .        .        ^  ,  ,  *  ,   .  ,  ^ 

ed  to  present   present  the  resolution  just  adopted  to  the  several  Annual  Con- 
to  the  Annual   ferences  for  their  concurrence ;  and  the  Secretary  was  directed 
\    concniTenc«.°'   to  furnish  them  severally  with  copies  of  the  resolution,  to- 
\  gether  with  a  certified  copy  of  the  action  of  this  Conference 

in  relation  thereto. 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely: 

Bishops  author-  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  they  are'  hereby  authorized 
toin  tho^vote  *°  ascertain  the  vote  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  on  this 
and  to  act  un-  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference ;  and  if  they  find  the 
derit.  requisite  majority  in  favor  of  the  measure  set  forth  in  the  resolu- 

tion, then  they  are  hereby  authorized  to  act  under  its  authority 
if  necessary. 

The  second  resolution  of  the  report  was  read. 
Motion  to  post-       E.  H.  Pilcher  moved  that  its  further  consideration  be  in- 

pone  the  sec-     ,„.,  iii  •         ■<•  i 

ond  resolution  definitely  postponed ;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 
Eesoiution  '  ^^  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  resolution  was  amended, 

amended.  by  inserting,  after  the  words  "to  elect,"  the  words  "by  a 

vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  members  of  the  said  Confer- 
ence ;"  and  on  motion  of  H.  Slicer,  it  was  further  amended 
by  inserting  after  the  words  "  who  are  hereby  authorized," 
the  words  "  with  the  concurrence  of  his  or  their  colleagues." 
Previous  ques-       J.  D.  Blain  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  resolution  be  taken 
without  further  debate,  and  106  voted  in  favor  of  the  mo- 
tion, and  23  against  it. 
CaU  of  Confer-       As  a  quorum  did  not  vote,  a  call  of  the  Conference  was 
present.  Ordered,  and  it  appeared  that  there  was  a  quorum  present, 

A  doubt  was  expressed  whether  there  was  a  quorum  pres- 
ent when  the  vote  ordering  the  previous  question  was  taken. 
^^^  A^  *  Whereupon  the  vote  was  again  taken,  and  the  call  for  the 
previous  question  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  133  to  19,  and 
the  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  121 
to  24. 

The  resolutions  relating  to  Missionary  Bishops  were  adopt- 
ed in  words  following,  to  wit : 

ICssionary  1.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  to  the  several  Annual  Confer- 

Bishop.  ^   ences  to  alter  the  Discipline,  paragraph  3,  section  2,  Part  I,  by  add- 

ing the  words,  after  the  word  "  superintendency,"  in  the  fourth  line, 
"but  may  appoint  a  Missionary  Bishop  or  Superintendent  for  any 
of  our  foreign  missions,  limiting  his  episcopal' jurisdiction  to  the 
same  respectively." 
Liberia  Annual        2.  Resolved,  That  we  recommend  and  authorize  the  Liberia  An- 
Conference         jm^l  Conference,  under  the  direction  of  the  Bishop  having   epis- 
^t***  BlBliop!    copal  charge  of  said  conference  at  present,  assisted  by  the  Corre- 
sponding Secretary,  to  elect,  by  a  vote  of  two  thirds  of  all  the 
members  of  the  said  conference,  an  elder  in  good  standing  in  the 
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Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  present  him  for  ordination  to  the  May  81, 185«. 
Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  who  arc  hereby  authorized,  with  the  con- 
currence of  his  or  their  colleagues,  to  ordain  such  persons  so  elected ; 
certifying  in  the  parchment  of  ordination  that  his  episcopal  juris- 
diction is  expressly  limited  to  Africa.  Nevertheless,  the  said  Libe- 
ria Conference  shall  be  under  the  general  supervision  of  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Chui'ch,  as  our  foreign  missions  now  are ; 

Provided,  That  our  Bishops,  or  any  of  them,  shall  not  ordain  any 
man  a  Bishop  for  Africa  until  after  the  concurrence  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences  shall  have  been  obtained,  as  provided  in  the 
first  resolution. 

On  motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  the  further  consideration  of    ^?P°f*  |*'^  •"> 

'  .  .the  table. 

the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

James  Floy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  ^TFi^'tCaSse*^® 
Cause,  submitted  a  report  proposing  sundry  alterations  in  the 
Discipline. 

It  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  ^'^^  o"^«'"  ^^^^ 

'  _  _  the  rule. 

James  Floy,  as  Chairman  of  the  Special  Committee,  to  Keport  on  pub- 
■whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  publishing  a  cheap  Com-    cotmnentarjT. 
mentary  on  the  Holy  Scriptures,  presented  a  report,  and,  on 
motion  of  J.  P.  Durbin,  it  was  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  publishing  a 
Commentai'j'  on  the  Holy  Scriptures  respectfully  report : 

That  having  considered  the  propositions  contained  in  the  memo- 
rials of  Samuel  Williams,  Esq.,  and  the  Rev.  George  Coles,  they 
are  of  opinion  that,  desirable  as  such  a  commentary  may  be,  it 
does  not  fall  within  the  province  of  this  General  Conference  im- 
peratively to  require  its  preparation,  and  therefore  recommend  the 
adoption  of  the  following  resolution,  to  wit : 

Resolved,  That  the  subject  of  preparing  and  publishing  a  com- 
mentary on  the  Bible  be  referred  to  the  Editor  of  the  Books  of  our 
General  Catalogue,  in  conjunction  with  the  Book  Agents  and  the 
Book  Committee  at  New- York. 

Your  committee  have  also  considered  the  letter  from  the  Rev. 
George  Coles,  on  the  subject  of  a  Concordance  of  the  Bible  ;  on  the 
subject  of  a  series  of  questions  on  the  Book  of  Proverbs;  and  on 
the  subject  of  preparing  select  extracts  from  the  Bible  for  family 
reading,  and  recommend  that  these  matters  also  be  referred  to  our 
Editors  and  Agents  at  New- York. 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  Motion  to  re- 

.  J  consider. 

the  foregoing  report  was  adopted ;  but  the  motion  to  recon-  l^ost. 
sider  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  85  to  61. 

A  motion  to  adiourn  was  lost.  Motion   to  ad- 

•'  jonrn. 

On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  the  Report  of  the  Committee  ^°^*- 
on  Education,  relating  to  Bibhcal  Institutes,  was  taken  up,    iffiMtitutea 
read,  and  its  further  consideration  made  the  order  of  the  day    ^^f" 
for  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Conference  adjourned ;  benediction  by  J.  H.  Perry.  Adjournment 


148  Journal  of  the  General  Conference,  1856.' 

June  2,  1868. 


MONDAY  MORNING,  JUNE  2,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  Baker  in  the  chair. 
The  usual   religious  services  were  conducted  by  Minor 
Raymond,  of  the  New-England  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  Saturday  afternoon  was  read  and  ap- 
proved. 

James  Porter  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness in  order  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Trials  and  Appeals;  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail. 

James  Floy,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract 
Cause,  presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  publication  in 
tract  or  book  form,  of  anti-slavery  matter, 

S.  V.  Blake  moved  to  amead  the  report  by  inserting  after 
the  word  "form,"  in  the  resolution,  the  words,  "at  their 
discretion,"  and  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  as  the  subject 
of  Slavery  may  demand,"  and  inserting  in  their  stead  the 
words,  "  as  the  wants  of  the  Church  may  demand." 

On  motion  of  R.  S.  Rust,  the  motion  to  amend  was  laid 
on  the  table. 

Thomas  J.  Quigley  moved  that  the  report  be  indefinitely 
postponed. 

On  motion  of  W.  L.  Harris,  it  was  ordered  that  the  vote 
on  the  indefinite  postponement  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays. 

The  roll  of  Conference  was  called,  and  the  vote  was  as 
follows : 

Ayes. — Allyn  of  Southern  Illinois,  Bangs,  Battelle,  Bewley, 
Blake,  Brown  of  Baltimore,  Cartwright,  Chivington,  Collins 
of  Baltimore,  Coombe,  Cooper,  Corrington,  Cunningham, 
Drummond,  Durbin,  Felch,  Goheen,  Griffith,  Hamilton, 
Hirst,  Hodgson,  Hopkins,  Kennaday,  King  of  New- York, 
Lanahan,  Lauck,  Lewis,  M'Clintock,  M'Combs,  Martin  of 
Western  Virginia,  Martin  of  Baltimore,  Morgan,  Osbon, 
Peck,  Pilcher  of  North  Ohio,  Poisal,  Power,  Quigley,  Reese, 
Rice  of  New-York,  Robertson,  Ruter,  Rutledge,  Sargent, 
Sheer,  Summers,  Swaim,  Talbott,  Thompson  of  Philadelphia, 
Triplett,  Wallace,  Wilson  of  Baltimore,  Young  of  Ohio — 53. 
Nays. — Allen  of  Maine,  Baird,  Baker,  Bannister,  Beach, 
Bennett,  Berry,  Bingham,  Blain,  Blakeslee,  Bowers,  Boyd, 
of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Bradford,  Bristol,  Brockway, 
Brooks  of  Cincinnati,  Brooks  of  Iowa,  Brouse,  Brown  of 
New-Jersey,   Buck  of  East  Genesee,   Burlingham,   Burns, 


Motion  to  take 
up  Report  on 
Trials  and  Ap- 
peals. 

Lost. 

Report  from 
Tract  Commit- 
tee on  publish- 
ing Anti- 
Slavery  matter. 

Amendment 
proposed. 


Amendment 
laid  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Motion  to  post- 
pone indefi- 
nitely. 

Teas  and  nays 
demanded. 


Ayea. 


'•5* 
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Carpenter,  Cliamberlayne,  Clark  of  New- York,  Clark  of  June  2, 1856. 
Wyoming,  Collins  of  Michigan,  Cooke,  Cox,  Crary,  Craw- 
ford, Crews,  Crowel,  Dana,  Dempster,  Dennis,  Disbro, 
Dodge,  Erwin,  Farrington,  Finley,  Flower,  Floy,  French, 
Gillet,  Gorrie,  Graham,  Gregg,  GritFen  of  New- York,  Griffin 
of  Troy,  Griswold,  Gurley,  Hall,  Haney,  Harris,  Hawkins, 
Heath,  Henderson,  Hibbard,  Hill  of  Indiana,  Hitchcock, 
Holliday,  Hosmer,  Howard,  Hoyt,  Hulburd,  Jamison,  Ken- 
ney,  Kidder,  King  of  Vermont,  Kiugsley  of  Erie,  Kingsley 
of  Genesee,  Kisling,  Knox,  Kuhl,  Leihy,  Lemon,  Lenhart, 
Livesey,  Marcy,  Mattison,  Merwin,  Moffat,  Morey,  Nichols, 
Parks  of  Troy,  Pearne  of  Oregon,  Perry,  Phelps,  Pileher  of 
Michigan,  Pillsbury,  Poe,  Porter  of  New-England,  Pratt, 
Randall,  Raymond,  Reddy,  Reed  of  Iowa,  Reid  of  New- 
York  East,  Requa,  Rice  of  New-England,  Roberts,  Rust, 
Sanderson,  Sapp,  Simonds,  Smith  of  New-Hampshire,  Smith 
of  Indiana,  Stallard,  Starks,  Starr,  Stanton,  Thayer,  Thomp- 
son of  Northwestern  Indiana,  Thomson  of  North  Ohio, 
Thnrston,  Trimble,  Trotter,  Van  Deusen,  Waite,  Walker, 
Washburn,  Watson,  Watts,  Webster,  Whedon,  Wilmer, 
Witherspoon,  Wood,  Worthington,  Yocum,  Young  of  Cin- 
cinnati— 132. 

Absentees. — Barker,  Barnes,  Boyd  of  Pittsburgh,  Brown  Absenteca. 
of  Cincinnati,  Brown  of  Troy,  Buck  of  Illinois,  Button,  Carl- 
ton, Coats,  Coggeshall,  Connell,  Conrey,  Crooks,  Culver, 
Dimmit,  Dustin,  Evans,  Fowble,  Hill  of  Erie,  Hull,  Kinsley, 
Lowrey,  Luccock,  Monroe,  Mulfinger,  Nast,  Parks  of  Oneida, 
Pearne  of  Wyoming,  Phillips,  Porter  of  New-Jersey,  Stevens, 
Van  Cleve,  Wakefield,  Wheeler,  Wilson  of  Erie— 35. 

And  the  motion  to  indefinitely  postpone  the  -report  was  Motion  to  post- 


lost. 


pone  lost. 


amendment 


B.  M.  Hall  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  main  question  be  Ca}i  for  tho  pre- 
taken  without  further  debate ;  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  not  sustained, 
vote  of  Y3  to  93. 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  amend  the  resolution  by  strik-  Proposed 
ing  out  the  word  "  instructed,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof 
the  words  "  requested  at  their  discretion." 

On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  Conference  determined  to  take  Call  for  the  pre- 
the  vote  without  further  debate.  sustained. 

The  amendment  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  65  to  104.  Amendment 

H.  Mattison  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  adoption  of  the  Call  for  the  yeas 
resolution  be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays ;  but  the  motion  was     sustain^! 
not  sustained  by  the  requisite  number,  only  18  voting  for  it. 
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June  2, 1856.         ^he  report  was  adopted  in  words  followinjy,  to  wit : 

Eeport  adopted.  r  i  o 

The  Tract  Committee,  having  had  under  consideration  the  pub- 
lication of  Anti-slavery  Literature,  recommend  for  adoption  the 
following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  and  Tract  Secretary  be,  and 
they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  publish,  in  tract  or  book  form,  such 
anti-slavery  matter  as  the  subject  of  Slavery  may  demand,  includ- 
ing Mr.  Wesley's  Thoughts  on  Slavery. 

^ttPthe  Eit^n       ^^^^  M'Clintock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 
of  the  Church,    presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Rituals  of  the  Church, 

and  in  relation  to  sundry  other  changes  in  the  Discipline. 
Lies  over  under       ifc  ^as  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

the  rule.  ' 

Eeport  relating       Qn  motlon  of  L.  Hitchcock,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

to  Biblical  In-  '  ^ 

stitutes   taken  on  Education,  relating  to  Biblical  Institutes,  was  taken  up, 
and  the  resolutions  were  considered  in  their  order. 

The  first,  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  resolutio-ns 
and  the  preamble  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 
Eeport  adopted,       xhe  report  as  a  whole  was  then  adopted  in  words  follow- 
ing, to  wit : 

The  Committee  on  Education  have  had  under  consideration  the 
subject  of  Biblical  Institutes,  and  beg  leave  to  report  in  relation 
thereto  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  reject  all  institutional 
means  for  ministerial  education  which  assume  the  sufficiency  of 
merely  educational  qualifications  for  the  sacred  office,  and  most 
strenuously  require  that  no  candidate  for  that  office  be  admitted 
to  our  Biblical  Institutes  and  departments  for  ministerial  train- 
ing, without  a  certificate  from  the  quarterly  or  annual  conference 
of  its  belief  that  he  is  Divinely  called  to  the  ministry. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  looks  with  approval  on 
those  Biblical  departments  which  are  in  connection  with  our  col- 
leges, and  which  may  hereafter  be  established  in  such  connection, 
and  upon  our  Biblical  Institutes,  which  now  do,  and  hereafter  may 
exist  separately  for  the  education  of  such  candidates ;  provided, 
always,  that  both  these  classes  of  ministerial  institutions  be  en- 
compassed with  guards  sufficient  to  protect  them  from  heresy  in 
doctrine  and  error  in  discipline. 

3.  Resolved,  That  for  the  efficiency  of  this  protective  purpose  the 
General  Conference  deems  it  indispensable  that  the  trustees  of 
such  institutions  be  all  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  and  that  at  least  one  annual  conference  have  the  charter- 
ed right  to  supply  all  the  occurring  vacancies  in  such  boards,  and 
to  have  the  acknowledged  right  to  procure  the  prompt  removal 
from  the  institution  of  any  teacher  or  teachers  whose  instructions 
shall  not  harmonize  with  either  the  doctrines  or  the  Discipline  of 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  would  regard  with  de- 
cided disapproval  every  attempt  to  multiply  greatly  these  insti- 
tutions among  us,  as  this  could  have  no  tendency  but  to  enfeeble 
their  salutary  influence  and  to  exhaust  the  means  of  the  Church, 
which  should  be  otherwise  applied. 

5.  Resolved,  That  Trustees  of  Biblical  Institutes  be  required  to 
report  annually  to  the  annual  conferences  patronizing  them,  and 
quadrennially  to  the  General  Conference. 
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6.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  request  the  Superin-  June  2, 186& 
tendents  to  act  as  an  Advisory  Committee,  to  counsel  the  Trustees 
of  the  Garrett  Biblical  Institute,  in  accordance  vfith  the  suggestions 
of  the  said  Trustees,  and  that  they  also  act  as  an  Advisory  Com- 
mittee for  such  other  Biblical  Institutes  as  may  exist  in  accord- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  above  resolutions. 

B.  M.  Hall,  Chairman  of  the  special  committee  appointed   Eeport  of  nom- 

'  ^  •'  ^  mating    Com- 

to  nominate  Candidates  from  whom  delegates  shall  be  chosen     mittee. 
to  represent  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  English 
and  Canada  Wesleyan  Conferences,  in  A.  D.  1857,  presented 
the  following  report : 

1.  For  the  Ekglish  Weslevax  Conference,  Candidates    for 

Delegates      to 

George  Peck,  John  M'Clintock,  British    wes- 

o  '  '  leyan     Confer- 

John  P.  Durbin,  Edward  Thomson,  ence. 

Joseph  M,  Trimble,  Davis  W.  Clark. 

2.  For  the  Canada  Wesleyan  Conference,  Candidates   for 

.  T  T       f-i    -I-.  Delegates      to 

Tobias  Spacer,  John  S.  Porter,  Canada    Wes- 

Charles  Elhot,  Calvin  Kingsley,  ence. 

"William  Hamilton,  Daniel  Wise, 

Gardner  Baker,  Enoch  G.  Wood, 

Lucien  W.  BeiTy. 

On  motion  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  Conference  resolved  to  Afternoon  Ses- 
meet  this  afternoon  at  two  o'clock. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  for  the  Motion  to  sus- 

purpose  of  introducing  resolutions,  fixing  the  time,  order,  lar    order   of 

and  mode  of  the  Elections ;   and  also  providing  for  com-  a  time  for"  the 

mittees  to  nominate  the  Book  Committees  for  New- York  ^^°^- 
and  Cincinnati. 

John  D.  Blain  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  suspend  on  the  Motion  to  lay  on 

.  ■'  ^  the  table. 

table;  but  the  motion  was  lost,  and  the  original  motion  Lost 
was  carried ;  and  a  aeries  of  resolutions  introduced  accord- 
ingly. 

David  Burns  moved  to  strike  out  of  the  first  resolution  Proposed 
the  words  "  this  afternoon,  immediately  after  the  reading  of 
the  Journal,"  and  insert  the  words  "  nine  o'clock  to-morrow 
morning." 

B.  M.  Hall  moved  so  to  amend  the  amendment  as  to  Amendment  to 
make  the  elections  the  order  of  the  day  for  two  o'clock  in  ment  ^^^^' 
the  afternoon  of  to-morrow. 


On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  both  amendments  were  Laid    on    the 

d  on  the  table.  '^^'"• 

H.  R.  Clark  moved  the  following  substitute  for  so  much  ^posf^"*^  P"" 
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June  2, 1866.     ^f  (\^q  fl^st  resolution  as  fixes  the  order  of  the  elections 
indicated  in  the  substitute  itself. 

1.  The  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 
The  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 
The  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate. 
The  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
The  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate. 
The  Editor  of  the  German  Apologist. 

The  Editor  of  the  National  Magazine. 
The  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 
The  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review. 

2.  The  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern,  New- York  and  Cincinnati. 

3.  The  Book  Committees  for  the  Book  Concerns  at  New- York 
and  Cincinnati. 

4.  Corresponding  Secretaries  of  the  Missionary,  Sunday  School, 
and  Tract  Societies. 

BnbBtftnte  laid       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  substitute  was  laid 

on  the  table,  ,  i       .11 

on  the  table. 

Amendment.  Qn    motion,    the    second    resolution    was    amended    by 

striking  out  all  after  the  word  "  business." 

^^optwl."*  "^^^  resolutions,  as  amended,  were  then  adopted,  as  fol- 

lows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  election  of  Agents,  Editors,  and  Book 
Committees  be  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  afternoon,  im- 
mediately after  the  reading  of  the  Journal ;  and  that  the  order  of 
elections  be  as  follows  : 

1.  The  Book  Agents  at  New- York, 

2.  The  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati. 

3.  The  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal 

4.  The  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate. 

5.  The  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review  and  Books  of  the  Gen- 

eral Catalogue. 

6.  The  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Publications. 

7.  The  Editor  of  the  National  Magazine  and  Tracts, 

8.  The  Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository. 

9.  The  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Missionary  Society. 

10.  The  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate. 

11.  The  Editor  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate. 

12.  The  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 

13.  The  Editor  of  the  German  Publications. 

14.  The  Book  Committee  at  New-York. 

15.  The  Book  Committee  at  Cincinnati. 

2.  Resolved,  That  in  the  election  of  Book  Committees  and  all 
other  cases,  where  but  one  candidate  is  nominated  for  an  oflSce,  it 
shall  be  by  an  open  vote  in  the  Conference.  But  in  case  two  or 
more  candidates  are  nominated  for  the  same  oifice,  the  voting 
shall  be  by  ballot.  The  tellers,  when  the  votes  are  gathered,  shall 
retire  with  one  of  the  Secretaries,  and  count  the  votes ;  the  Con- 
ference meantime  proceeding  with  its  business. 

Committee  to  3.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  nominate 
CtommUtJs'"'''  a  Book  Committee  for  the  Book  Concern  at  New-York,  and  that  a 
Ordered.  like  number  be  appointed  to  nominate  a  Book  Committee  for  the 

Western  Book  Concern,  at  Cincinnati. 
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John  P.  Durbin  and  thirty-six  others  moved  the  follow-  June  2, 1856. 
ing  resolution,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  next  session   of  the   General  Conference  Eesoludon     to 

shall  commence  on  the  first  day  of  May,  A.D.  1861,  and  shall  be  f,f/|;^^*J'"^^°f 

held  every  four  years  thereafter,  commencing  on  the  first  day  of  eral  Conference 

May.  ,^Iay  1, 1861. 

•^  Keferred. 


The  resolution  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Re- 
visals. 

John  Kennaday  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day, 
for  the  purpose  of  introducing  the  Reply  to  tlie  Address  of 
the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and  Wales  ;  but  the 
motion  to  suspend  was  laid  on  the  table. 

H.  Buck  moved,  that  the  consideration  of  the  report 
concerning  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  tlie  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  and  the  California  Christian  Advocate, 
be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for  this  afternoon,  im- 
mediately after  reading  the  Journal :  subject,  however,  to 
the  order  fixed  by  the  resolutions  relating  to  the  elections ; 
and  the  motion  was  carried. 

On  motion  of  John  M'Ciintock,  the  Report  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Revisals,  presented  May  10th,  was  taken  up,  and 
the  various  items  considered  in  their  order,  and  adopted  as 
follows,  namely  ; 


Motion  to  sus- 
pend the  order. 

Laid  on  tlie  ta- 
ble. 


Report  relating 
to  the  Pacific, 
Central,  and 
California  Ad- 
vocates the 
special  order 
for    this  afler- 


Kcport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Re- 
visals taken  up 
and  adopted. 


The  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Unfinished  Business  beg  leave 
to  report  in  part, 

1.  That  having  duly  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Ad- 
dress which  relates  to  the  ratio  of  Representation  in  the  General 
Conference,  the  committee  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words 
"  Twenty-seven,"  in  place  of  "  Twenty-one,"  in  Part  I,  chap,  iii, 
sec.  2,  ans.  1,  of  the  Book  of  Discipline. 

The  committee  also  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  second 
Restrictive  Rule,  (on  page  33,)  so  as  to  insert  "  one  for  every  forty- 
five,"  in  place  of  "  one  for  eviry  thirty." 

2.  The  committee  having  duly  considered  the  memorial  of  the 
New-England  Conference,  referred  to  them  in  respect  to  Tart  1, 
chap.  V,  sec.  4,  page  81  of  the  Discipline,  entitled,  "  Of  the  Band 
Societies,"  recommend  that  the  said  sec.  4.  page  81,  be  struck  out, 
and  also  that  the  word  "band"  or  "bands,"  and  all  allusions 
thereto,  be  struck  out  from  every  other  part  of  the  Discipline. 

3.  The  committee  having  duly  considered  that  part  of  the 
Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  the  call  of  an  extra  session  of 
the  General  Conference,  recommend  the  insertion  of  tlje  following 
in  I'art  I,  cli.  iii,  .sec.  2,  in  place  of  our  present  provision  for  calling 
an  extra  session  nf  the  General  Conference : 

"  But  the  General  Superintendents,  ur  a  majority  of  them,  by  or 
■with  the  advice  of  two  thirds  of  all  the  Annual  Conferences,  or,  if 
there  be  no  General  Superintendent,  two  thinls  of  all  the  Annual 
Conferences,  shall  have  power  to  call  an  extra  s.ssioo  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  at  any  time,  to  be  constituted  in  tlie  usual  way." 


Discipline 

changed. 
R.itio  of  Repre- 
sentation. 


Proposition  to 
clianse  the  Re- 
strictive Rule. 

Di?eiplino 
clianged  in  re- 
lation to  Bands. 


Discipline 
clianged  in  re- 
lation to  an 
Extra  Session 
of  tlie  General 
Conference. 
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Jnne  2, 1886.         The  proposition  to  chanffe  the  Second  Restrictive  Rule 

EestrictlveKule  ,      ,    ,   ,  .       r  ^i  x        xi  •    i       r     ii  xv. 

changed.  was  adopted  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  thirds  oi  all  the 

members  of  the  General  Conference  in  its  favor. 
Adjourament  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  W.  H.  Collins. 

Monday  Afternoon. 
Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Ames 
in  the  chair. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
D.   Wise    has       On  motion,  Daniel  Wise  was  permitted  to  record  his  vote 

permission   to  .  .  ^  ,»    i        /-i  i    t»    i 

record  bis  vote,  on  the  resolution  proposing  a  change  ot  the  Greneral  Rule 
on  Slavery,  and  he  voted  in  favor  of  the  resolution. 

J.  L.  Thompson,  seconded  by  H.  Mattison,  moved  the 
following  resolutions,  namely : 

Eesolution  in  1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
relation  to  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
Term°of  Serv^  ^^'  ^^^  ^hey  are  hereby  instructed  to  inquire  into  the  expedience 
IceofaBiahop,  of  limiting  the  term  of  service  of  the  bishops  hereafter  to  four 
and  to  Quad-  years,  the  same  bishops  being  eligible  to  reelection. 
tfoTof  Bi=bipt  2-  ^«o'i'f«^.  And  that  whether  the  ordination  of  bishops  is  not 
Ordination  of  incompatible  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
Bishops.  which  ft-om  the  beginning  has  maintained  that  there  are  but  two 

Scriptural  Orders  known  among  the  ministry,  and  should  therefore 
be  dispensed  with  in  connection  with  the  office  of  General  Super- 
intendent. 

Laid    on    the       On  motion  of  W.  Cooper,  the  resolutions  were  laid  on  the 

table.  ,  ,  ^     ' 

table. 

"William  Young,  seconded  by  William  Nast,  moved  the 
following  Resolution,  and  it  was  adopted,  namely : 

Plan  of  study  Resolved,  That  the  plan  of  study  authorized  for  the   German 

for  tlje  German  Traveling  Preachers  and  German  Local  Preachers,  be  published 

pubUsbed  *"  in  i°  t^®  German  edition  of  the  Discipline, 
the       German 

Diflcipiine.  Bishop   Baker    announced    the    following    committees, 

namely : 
^omTnaifsook       Committee  to  nominate   the  Book  Committee  for  the 
Committee  for  jSfew-York  Book  Concem  : 

New- York. 

P.  Rice,  L.  Crowel, 

S.  D.  Brown,  J.  A.  Collins, 

F.  Hodgson. 

Committee    to       Committee  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  for  the  Cin- 

nominateBook      .  •  -r,      -t    r~t 

Committee  for  cinnati  Book  Concem  : 

Cincinnati  ^    ^    .,^ 

P.  Cartwright,  E.  G.  Wood, 

U.  Heath,  C.  Brooks, 

H.  S.  Talbot 
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The  special  order  of  the  day,  namely,  the  elections  as 
prescribed  by  resolution  of  this  morning,  was  taken  up. 

And  on  nomination  of  P.  Eice,  Thomas  Carlton  was,  by 
a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  Agent  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern at  New-York  for  four  years. 

The  chair  appointed  J.  M.  Trimble,  R.  S.  Rust,  H.  Kinsley, 
and  H.  Crews  Tellers,  and  Conference  proceeded  to  ballot 
for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New- York. 

The  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers,  with  James  Hill,  As- 
sistant Secretary,  retired  to  count  the  votes, 

George  W.  Walker  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the 
day  for  a  special  purpose,  but  the  motion  was  lost. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  was  taken  up,  and  so 
much  as  relates  to  the  Book  Depository  and  Pacific  Advocate 
in  Oregon  was  read.  Pending  its  consideration,  the  first  res- 
olution was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words  "  as  soon  as 
practicable,"  and  the  resolutions  were  adopted  in  their  order; 
and  the  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 


June  2, 1856. 
Elections  taken 
up. 

T.  Carlton  elect- 
ed Book  Agent 
at  New- York. 


Tellers  appoint- 
ed. 


First  ballot  for 
Assistant  Book 
Asent  at  New- 
York. 

Motion  to  sus- 
pend the  order 
of  tlie  day. 

Lost. 

Eeport  of  tbe 
Book  Commit- 
tee taken  up. 

Amendment, 


Eeport  adopicd. 


The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  papers  referred  to  them  relating  to  a  Depository  of  Books 
and  the  publication  of  a  ■weekly  paper  in  Oregon  Territory,  and 
report  for  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  the  following  reso- 
lutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be  directed  to 
establish  a  Book  Depository,  and  publish  a  weekly  paper  in  Oregon 
Territory. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  advise  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  to 
purchase,  at  a  cost  not  exceeding  three  thousand  five  hundred 
dollars,  ';S3,oOO,)  the  publishing  office  already  established,  and  con- 
tinue the  publication  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  Oregon  Conference  be  directed  to  appoint 
a  committee  of  five,  who  shall  have  power  to  fix  the  salary  of  the 
editor  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  audit  his  accounts,  and 
have  a  general  oversight  of  his  editorial  conduct,  make  an  annual 
report  of  the  same  to  the  Oregon  Conference  and  to  the  Book 
Agents  at  New-York. 


Pacific  Christian 
Advocate  es- 
tablished.   . 


Oregon  Confer- 
ence to  appoint 
a  Publishing 
Committee. 


So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Book  Depository  Eeport  relating 

1  ^  ,  ^,    .     .         .   -  r^      T       ■  ■,  "^       to  the  Central 

and  Central  Christian  Advocate  at  St.  Louis  was  read.  Christian   Ad- 

On  motion  of  Peter  Cartwright,  the  first  resolution  was     up?*  ^ 
amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  "so  soon  as  the  agents  Amendment. 
are  assured  that  a  list  of  paying  subscribers  has  been  obtain- 
ed amounting  to  at  least  six  thousand  subscribers."     And 
the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution   was   amended   by  inserting   the 
word  "  heretofore"  between  the  words  "  Paper"  and  "  pub- 
Ushed,"  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  adopted. 
The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 


A  second  ballot 
cast 
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Junes,  1856.  \\^q  result  of  the  first  ballot  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at 
ballot  for  As-  New-York,  as  follows :  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was 
Agent  at  New-  212:  necessary  to  a  choice,  107.  James  Porter  received 
York.  g^  .  i3(j,,j.^„jjn  Griffen  received  67  ;  George  F.  Brown  re- 

ceived 23;  Moses  Hill  received  21;  scattering  4.  As  no 
one  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  the  chair  an- 
No  election.  nounced  that  there  was  no  election.  A  second  ballot  for 
Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New- York  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers 
and  Secretary  retired. 

The  Report  of  the  Book  Committee  in  relation  to  the 
Book  Depository  and  Central  Advocate  at  St.  Louis  was 
adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

Central    Chris-        The  cominittee  have  had  under  consideration  the  papers  referred 
Mtoblkhed.*^'*    to  them   relating  to  a  Book  Depository  at  St.  Louis,  also  the  pub- 
lication of  a  Paper  at  said  place,  and  present  for  the  action  of  the 
General  Conference  tlie  folloiring  resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  I'hat  tlie  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be,  and 
they  ai'e  hereby  instruct  il  to  establish  a  member  of  the  Advocate 
family,  to  be  called  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  at  St.  Louis. 
Depository  at  2.  Resolved.  That  the  Agents  of  the  v\estern  Book  Concern  he, 
St.  Louis  of  and  they  are  hereby  insiructed  to  establish  at  St.  Louis  a  Deposi- 
Sunday-school  t^py  of  o„,.  Sunday-school  and  German  publications. 
E°„  *",'V^^r  3.  Resolved,  That^  in  view  of  the  circumstances,  we  do  not  deem 
tions.  It  expedient  to  in.struct  the  Agents  to  assume  any  liabilities  of  the 

Paper  heretofore  publisiied  at  St.  Louis,  but  would  leave  it  wholly 
to  the  judgment  of  the  Agents  to  purchase  the  materials  if  they 
think  proper. 

Result    of  the        The  Toilers  came  iuto  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
for     Assijtant   the  result  of  the  second  ballot  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  at 
New-York".  **    New- York  as  follows  :  The  whole  number  of  votes  cast  was 
210  necessary  to  a  choice,  106.     James  Porter  received  114, 
Benjamin  (Jriffen  received  65,  Moses   Hill  received  18,  and 
James     Porter   George  F.    Brown    received  13.     James  Porter  having  re- 
elected, ceived  a  majority  of  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Assistant  Book  Agent  at  New-York  for  the  ne.xt  four  year.'?. 
L.  Swormstedt       Leroy    Swormstedt  was,  by    a    hand    vote,  unanimously 
Agenf  at  Cin^  chosen  Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati 

ciSnati.  f^j.  f^^^,^  y^^^^_ 

Ballot  for  Assist-        A  ballot  was  cast  for  Assistant  Book  Agent  of  the  West- 
Agent  at  cin-   ern  B  )ok  Concern,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

cinnmutoe    on        George  Peek,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Book^  Concern    c^^^eru.  Submitted  a  further  report. 

Pending  its    consideration,  the  Tellers  came  into  Confer- 
Baiiot  for  As-   eucc,  and  the  chair  announced  the   result  of  the  ballot  for 


Assistant  Book   Airent  at  Cincinnati    as  follows :     Whole 


sistant       Book 
Agent  at  Cin- 
cinnati, number    of   votes   cast   206:    necHssary   to    a   choice,   104. 
Adam  Poe  received  116,  Luke   Flitohcock  received  82,  and 
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John  A.  Brouse  received  8.  A.  Poe  having  received  a  ma- 
jority of  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected  Assistant 
Agent  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  for  the  next  four 
years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and 
Journal,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
the  Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

John  Dempster  moved  so  to  amend  the  report  that  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  to  ad- 
vance to  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  one  half  the  sum  of  his  indebt- 
edness, as  specified  in  the  resolution. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows,  namely :  Whole  number 
of  votes  cast  was  20*7  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  104.  Abel 
Stevens  received  136  ;  F.  G.  Hibbard  received  66  ;  and 
George  Peck  received  5.  Abel  Stevens,  having  received  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  for  the  next  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Ad- 
vocate, and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  an- 
nounced the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Western 
Christian  Advocate  as  follows  :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast, 
207  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  104.  Calvin  Kingsley  received 
116  ;  Charles  Elliot  received  73  ;  B.  F.  Crary  received  20  ; 
scattering  2. 

C.  Kingsley,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Western  Chris- 
tian Advocate  for  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Methodist  Quarterly 
Review,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Quarterly  Review 
and  Books  of  the  General  Catalogue  as  follows,  namely : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  207 :  necessary  to  a  choice, 
104,     D.  D.  Whedon  received  108 ;  John  M'Clintock  re- 
ceived 99.     Daniel  D.  Whedon,  having  received  a  majority 
of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected  Editor  of  the 
KK 


June  2, 18881 
A.  Poeelected- 


Ballot  cast  for 
Editor  of  Ad- 
vocate and 
Journal. 

Report  of  Book 
Committee  re- 
sumed. 

Motion  to 


Eesult    of    the 
baUot 


Abel      Stevens 
elected. 


Ballot  for  Editor 
of  the  Western 
Christian  Ad- 
vocate. 

Eeport  resumed 


Result   of    the 
ballot 


Calvin  Kingsley 
elected. 


Ballot  for  Editor 
of  the  Quarter- 
ly Review,  &c. 

Report  resumed 


Result    of    the 
ballot. 


Daniel  D.  Whe- 
doQ  elected. 
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June  %  1S56.     Methodist  Quarterly  Review  and  of  the  Books  of  the  Gener- 
al Catalogue  for  the  next  four  years, 
^^^"o'^foi Editor       ^  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  Sunday-School  Publications, 
School   Pubu-   and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

cations. 

Evening  session.  On  motion  of  B.  F.  Crary,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

Amendment  to  On  motion  of  John  S.  Porter,  the  amendment  of  the  Re- 
mittee on  tiie  port  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  proposed  by 

Laid  on  the  ta-  John  Dempster,  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote  of  103  to 

*""  51. 

Eeport    as    a  The  resolution  was  adopted,  and  the  report  as  a  whole 

whole  adopted.  ,      ,    ,         ^  ,, 

was  adopted  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  have  had  under  considera- 
tion the  memorial  of  W.  D.  R.  Trotter,  as  also  documents  from 
the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  rela- 
tive to  the  indebtedness  of  Bi'other  Trotter  as  editor  and  publisher 
of  said  paper,  and  asking  this  General  Conference  to  meet  said 
indebtedness. 

The  committee  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  That  in  order  to  assist  in  the  liquidation  of  a  debt  of 
seven  thousand  two  hundred  and  sixty-four  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents,  (S7,26-l  25)  resting  upon  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter  as  editor  and 
publisher  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  that  the  Book  Agents 
at  Cincinnati  be,  and  are  hereby  instructed  to  appropriate  for  the 
coming  four  years,  all  the  profits  of  the  paper  which  we  have  rec- 
ommended to  be  published  at  St.  Louis,  to  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter, 
not  exceeding  the  above-named  amount. 

w.  D.  E.  Trot-  On  motion,  W.  D.  R.  Trotter  had  permission  to  address 
address      the   the  Conference  in  relation  to  the  interests  and  condition  of 

the  Central  Christian  Advocate. 
Eesuit    of  the       The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 

ballot. 

the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Sunday-School 
PubHcations  as  follows ; 

^?e*f  d  ^^°  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  202  :  necessary  to  a  choice, 
102.  Daniel  Wise  received  123  ;  A.  M.  Osbon  received  61 ; 
D.  P.  Kidder  received  lY;  and  F.  G.  Hibbard  1.  Daniel 
Wise,  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  duly  elected  editor  of  the  Sunday-School  Publica- 
tions for  four  years. 

Motion  to  post-       Stephen  Allen  moved  that  the  election  of  Editor  for  the 

pone  the  elec-  '■ 

tion  of  Editor  of  National  Magazine  and  Tracts  be  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

National  Maga-  .        °  i    .  ,  ,  i  i 

rine.  The  motion  to  postpone  was  laid  on  the  table, 
bie.              '        A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  National  Magazine  and 

of  the  National  Tracts,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 
E^^rt  concern-       George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 


J 
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Concern,  presented  a  report  relatino;  to  the  California  Chris-     J""^  2, 186R 

.   ,  ^  ,  .^  ,  ing  the  Califor- 

tian  Advocate,  and  it  was  read.  nia    ciiristian 

J.  D.  Blain  moved  to  amend  the  first  resolution  of  the  First°resoiutioii 
report  by  inserting  after  the  word  "  Paper,"  the  words,  "  and    *™^''<i®<^- 
to  establish  a  Book  Depository ;"  and  the  motion  to  amend 
prevailed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Result  of  tho 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  National  Magazine 
and  Tracts  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  208 : 
necessary  to  a  choice,  105.  James  Floy  received  124  ;  James 
H.  Perry  received  79  ;  scattering  5.  James  Floy  having  re-  James  Floy 
ceived  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly 
elected  editor  of  the  National  Magazine  and  Tracts  for  four 
years. 

Davis  W.  Clark  was  unanimously,  by  a  hand  vote,  elected  D.    w.    ciark 
Editor  of  the  Ladies'  Repository,  and  of  the  Books  of  the    of*  Lilies'  Ee- 
General  Catalogue,  at  the  Western  Book  Concern,  for  four    I'^^^'^'^'y- 
years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mis-  Ballot  for  Secre- 
sionary  Society,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  sfonarySodety! 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Eeport resumed. 
Book  Concern  was  resumed. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Kesuit  of   the 
the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Missionary  Society  as  follows,  namely :  Whole  number  of 
votes  cast,  209;  necessary  to  a  choice,  105.    John  P.  Dur- 
bin  received  123;  Minor  Raymond  received  86.     John  P.  John  p.  Dnrbin 

.     .  elected. 

Durbin  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was 
declared  duly  elected  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the  Mis- 
sionary Society  for  four  years. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Ad-   Ballot  for  Editor 
vocate,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  em    christian 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Reportresmned. 
Book  Concern  was  continued. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Result  of   the 

the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows:  Whole  number  of  votes 

cast,  212  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  10*7.    F.  G.  Hibbard  received 

118,  and  W.  Hosmer  94.     F.  G.  Hibbard,  having  received  F.  G.  Hibbard 

elected. 

a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Editor  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  for  four  years. 

Isaac  N.  Baird  was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  I-    N.     Baird 

r-i.  ,.1         -r..      T  1       ^1     ■     •  .   ,  ^.         ,.  elected    Editor 

Editor    of    the    Pittsburgh    Chnstian    Advocate    for    four    of  Pittsburgh 

°  Christian    Ad- 

Vears.  vocate. 
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June  2, 1856.         ^  j^aHot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Chris- 

Ballot  for  Editor     ...  ,     ,      r„  „  ,  r,  .      , 

of  the  North-  tiau  Advocate,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired. 

tian  Advocate.       The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the 

Eeport  resumed.  Book  Concern  was  resumed. 
Eesnit  of  the       The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 

ballot. 

the  result  of  the  ballot  for  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian 

Advocate  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  204  : 

James  V.  Wat-  necessary  to  a  choice,  103.     James  V.  Watson  received  132; 

son  elected.  i 

Thomas  M.  Eddy  received  69  ;  scattering  3.  James  V.  Wat- 
son, having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  de- 
clared duly  elected  Editor  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate for  four  years. 

"w.  Nast  elected  William  Nast  was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected 
Editor  of  the  Christian  Apologist,  and  of  the  German  publi- 
cations at  the  Western  Book  Concern  for  four  years. 

Adjourmnent.  On  motion  of  W.  H.  Brockway,  Conference  adjourned. 

Benediction  by  Benjamin  Griflfen.  » 


Monday  Evening. 

.  Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Waugh 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  D.  D. 
Buck,  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 
Motion  to  take       S.  Van  Deusen  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to 
on      8un^°8y  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Sunday  Schools. 
Amendment  Johu  M'Clintock  moved  to  amend  so  as  to  take  up  the 

propose  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 

Substitute  for  J.  D.  Blain  moved,  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment,  that 
mwit.  °  "  the  motion  be  so  modified  that  the  Report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Book  Concern  relating  to  the  California  Christian 
Substitute  ac-  Advocate  be  taken  up,  should  the  motion  to  suspend  prevail, 
ment*^'  rectus'  "^^^  Substitute  was  accepted,  the  amendment  prevailed,  and 
and     motion  the  motion  as  amended  was  carried. 

earned. 

Amendment  The  report  havinff  been  taken  up  and  read,  John  D.  Blain 

providing    for  ,      ^  .  ,         .  ^     ,  ,  ,  ,      ,  . 

Book  Deposi-  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  amendment  adopted  this 
fornia  recon-  aftemoon,  providing  for  a  Book  Depository,  and  the  motion 
with'drawn.*"  prevailed.  The  amendment  was  then  withdrawTi. 
^ti^n  amSded  ^'  ^-  ^^^^  moved  to  add  to  the  first  resolution  the 
and  adopted,  words,  "And  that  the  said  Agents  appropriate  from  the 
funds  of  the  Book  Concern  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand 
dollars  annually  for  the  next  four  years  for  the  maintenance 
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Second    resola  ■ 
tiou  amended. 


Weekly  paper 
to  be  published 
in  California. 


Report  in  case 
of  Keuben  Al- 


of  the  said  Paper."     The  amendment  prevailed,  and  the 
resolution  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  second  resolution  was  read,  when,  on  motion,  the 
resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out  the  words,  "  Pro- 
vided the  cost  shall  not  exceed  $3,500." 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  adopted,  and  the  report  Keport  adopted 
as  a  whole  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Book  Committee  present  the  following  resolutions  relating 
to  a  weekly  paper  in  California,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be,  and  they 
hereby  are,  directed  to  publish  a  weekly  paper  in  San  Francisco, 
California ;  and  that  the  said  Agents  appropriate  from  the  funds  of 
the  Book  Concern  a  sum  not  exceeding  two  thousand  dollars  annu- 
ally, for  the  next  four  years,  for  the  maintenance  of  such  paper. 

Resolved,  That  in  case  a  transfer  of  the  California  Christian 
Advocate,  now  published  at  San  Francisco,  can  be  obtained  on 
reasonable  terms,  the  Book  Agents  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  in- 
structed to  adopt  that  paper  as  a  General  Conference  paper. 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Itinerancy, 
presented  a  report  in  relation  to  the  claim  of  Reuben 
Aid  ridge  for  services  as  a  missionary.  The  report,  contain- 
ing the  following  resolution,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  by  the  General  Conference  in  Conference  assembled, 
That  we  recommend  to  the  Parent  Board  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  pay  to  the  order  of  Reuben 
Aldridge  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  (S^IOO,)  with  interest  from 
the  time  said  claim  was  allowed,  namely,  the  month  of  October, 
1849. 

[For  full  Report,  see  A2)2)endix  CC] 

N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  the  Journals  of  the  several 
Annual  Conferences. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  report,  the  first  resolu- 
tion was  amended  by  striking  out  so  much  as  relates  to  the 
recording  of  the  appointments  of  the  preachers  in  the  Con- 
ference Journal  from  year  to  year. 

The  report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

The  resolutions  contained  in  the  report  were  adopted  in 
words  following,  to  wit : 

1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
in  General  Conference  assembled.  That  the  statistics  of  the  Con- 
ference should  be  entered  on  the  Conference  Journals. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  secretaries  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences be  instructed  to  observe  greater  precision  in  referring  to 
papers,  documents,  charges,  testimony,  &c.,  so  that  they  may  be 
certainly  identified. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  DD.] 
N.  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 
submitted  the  following  resolution : 

11 


Eeport  relating 
to  the  Journals 
of  the  several 
Annual  Confer* 


First  Eesolution 


Eeport  adopted. 


Eesolntlons     of 
the  report 
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June  2, 1856.  Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  the  answer  to  this 
Resolution  con-  question :  "  Who  shall  compose  the  General  Conference?"  page  32, 
gatM°who  may  D^mely :  "Nevertheless,  should  one  thus  qualified  accept  of  civil 
accept  civil  of-  office,  he  shall  thereby  be  disqualified  for  a  seat  in  the  General 
flee.  Conference ;  and  the  disqualification  thus  incurred  shall  remain 

until  removed  by  a  vote  of  the  Annual  Conference  of  which  he  is 

a  member." 

nea  ovejr  under       rpy^  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Amount       of        W.  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 

priated  to  con-  submitted  the  following  as  the  information  desired  by  the 

sUvehoiding  Conference  in  relation  to  missionary  contributions  and  mis- 

^'  sionary  appropriations  to  the  conferences  in  slave  territory. 

The  following  information  is  given  to  the  Conference  by  the  Mis- 
sionary Committee,  at  the  instance  of  the  Conference. 

Appropriations  of  missionary  money  to  conferences  in  slave 
territory,  in  part  or  in  whole,  during  the  last  four  years  : 

Kentucky  Conference $5,450 

Missouri  Conference 17,800 

Arkansas  Conference 10,600 

Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Western  Virginia  for 

four  years 30,650 

Total  appropriations  during  the  last  four  years  64,300 

The  same  conferences  contributed  missionary  money,  during  the 
last  four  years,  to  the  amount  of  $163,301  74,  showing  an  excess  of 
contributions  of  missionary  money  by  these  conferences  over  the 
appropriations  of  missionary  money  to  them  of  about  $100,000. 
We  think  it  desirable  that  the  Church  will  note  this. 

George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  submitted  a  report,  providing  for  Publishing  Com- 
mittees for  the  Advocates,  and  also  proposing  an  alteration 
of  the  Discipline  as  follows,  namely  : 
Proposed  Chap,  vi.  Part  III,  page  202,  strike  out  the  section  after  the 

DiflcSTline  ^^^  "'^^^'^  "  Practicable,"  and  insert,  "  they  shall  also  pay  one  third  of 
the  salary  and  the  traveling  expenses  of  the  Bishops ;  and  the 
same  proportion  of  all  other  appropriations  made  by  the  General 
Conference,  not  otherwise  provided  for." 

Lies  over.  This  resolution  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

EeportofCom-       E.  Thomson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Education, 

mlttee  on  Edu-  »  .  ,     . 

cation.  presented  a  report,  and  as  one  oi  its  resolutions  proposes  a 

lies  over.  change  in  the  Discipline,  it  lies  on  the  table  under  the 

rule. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  order  of  business  was  sus- 
pended. 

J.  S.  Porter,  seconded  by  B.  F.  Crary,  moved  the  follow- 
ing resolution,  namely : 

Eesolutlon  re-  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be  requested  to  state  whether,  in 
questing  the  their  judgment,  in  view  of  the  number  of  new  Conferences,  and 
Bisliopstostiite   of  the  claims  of  the  work  in  California  and  Oregon,  the  Episco- 
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pacy  needs  strenErthening  at  the  present  session  of  the  General     Jnne  2,  1866. 

?,„„> „  e  o  r  -n-hether    their 

Conference.  number  should 

.  be  increased. 

Israel  Chamberlayne  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the   Motion  to  lay 

•'  ,  .,11  1      •  on  the  table. 

table :  but  the  motion  did  not  prevail,  and  the  resolution  Lost. 

'  ^  Resolution 

was  adopted.  adopted. 

William  Young,  seconded  by  C.  Brooks,  moved  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  namely : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Con- 
cern be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding 
$800,  for  an  Assistant  Editor  for  the  German  Publications. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  to  this  of&ce  a  German  itinerant  preacher,  if  such  a 
cue  is  nominated  or  elected  by  the  Book  Committee,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Book  Committee,  by  the  Book  Agents  and  Editors  of 
the  Western  Book  Concern. 


Eesolutions  pro- 
viding for  an 
Assistant  Ed- 
itor for  Ger- 
man Publica- 
tions. 


These  resolutions  lie  on  the  table  under  the  rule.  Lie  over. 

L.  L.  Hamline  ha\nng,  through  George  W.  Walker,  re-   ^p"P|'^,,/l  *d 
quested  that  the  letters  which  were   addressed  to  himself,     Harlan  retnm- 

^  .  .  '      ed  to  the  Cin- 

or  his  wife,  and  which  were  used  as  testimony  m  the  case  cinnati  Confer- 
of  L.  D.  Harlan,  be  returned  to  them  ;  on  motion  of 
George  W.  Walker,  the  Conference  ordered  that  all  the 
papers  used  as  testimony  in  the  case  of  L.  D.  Harlan  be 
returned  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Cincinnati  Annual  Con- 
ference. 

George  W.  Walker  presented  the  following  resolution, 
which  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule,  namely : 


Resolution 
making  the 
German  Editor 
ex-officio 
member  of  the 
Book  Commit- 
tee at  New- 
York. 


Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  intimate  relation  which  our  Ger- 
man Publications  at  Cincinnati  bear  to  the  Sabbath-school,  Tract, 
and  General  English  Publications  at  New-York,  as  well  as  to  the 
contemplated  German  publications  in  Bremen,  by  order  of  the 
Missionary  Board,  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  German 
Editor  as  ex-oflacio  member  of  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 
Tract  Society,  of  the  Sunday  School  Union,  and  of  the  Missionary 
Society,  so  as  to  allow  him,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  those 
having  charge  of  the  above-named  interests,  officially  to  consult 
with  them  in  regard  to  the  Books  and  Tracts  which  ought  to 
be  published  in  Cincinnati  or  in  Bremen,  and  for  properly  s&- 
lecting  and  procuring  the  necessary  cuts  and  other  typographi- 
cal requirements. 

The  Bishops  returned  the  following  answer  to  the  inquiry 
propounded  in  the  resolution  oflFered  by  James  S.  Porter, 
namely  : 

The  Bishops  have  not  heretofore  communicated  to  the  Conference   Answer  of  the 
any  wish  in  reference  to  the  increase  of  -their  number,  desiring     ■""'-—" 
that  the  Conference  should  form  its  own  opinion  of  the  propriety 
of  such  a  measure.     We,  however,  incline  to  the  opinion  that,  in 
view  both  of  our  interests  on  the  Pacific  coast  and  our  increased 
number  of  conferences,  it  might  be  prudent  to  elect  an  additional 


the 
inquiry  mad« 
in  the  resolu- 
tion presented 
by  J.  8.  Porter. 
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June  2, 1856.  Bishop.  We  could  at  present  discharge  all  the  duties  and  give 
the  usual  attention  to  the  Pacific ;  but  if  increased  attention  is 
needed  on  that  coast,  it  can  be  given  only  by  a  Bishop  residing 
there ;  and  if  the  health  of  any  one  of  our  number  should  fail,  we 
might  not  be  able  to  perform  the  work  expected  of  us. 

Referred.  On  motion   of  H.  Bangs,  the  foregoing  answer  of  the 

Bishops  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Episcopacy. 
Eeport  concern        John  M'Clintock,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals, 
LiesovwuMer  P^^^^^ted  a  report,  providing  for  more  complete  chiircli  sta- 
the  rule.  tistics.     It  was  read,  and  lies  on  the  table  under  the  rule. 

Adjournment.         ^^  motion,  Conference  adjourned. 
Benediction  by  Alfred  GriflBth. 


June  8, 1856.  TUESDAY  MOKNING,  JUI^  3d,  1856. 

Conference  met  this  morning ;  Bishop  'Morris  in  the 
chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  J.  M. 
Trimble,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  last  evening  was  read  and  approved. 

The  general  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  on 
motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely  : 

Book  Agents  at  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  of 
New- York  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled, 
I'eck's  travel-  "^^^^  ^^^  '^^^^  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  they  are  hereby,  direct- 
ing expenses^  ed  to  pay  to  George  Peck,  the  amount  of  his  traveling  expenses 
&c.  from  New-York  to  his  place  of  residence  in  the  Wyoming  Confer- 

ence, and  also  his  salary  up  to  the  time  of  his  receiving  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  regular  work  in  said  conference. 

On  motion  of  B.  M.  Hall,  the  regular  order  was  further 
suspended,  and  the  following  resolution  was  adopted, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  instructed  to  pay  to  Zebulon  Phillips  the  amount  of  his 
moving  expenses  from  New- York  to  the  Troy  Conference. 

W.   Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the   Committee  on  Missions, 

presented  a  reply  to  the  Address  of  the  French  Conference 

to  this  body.     It  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be 

printed.     [For   Reply,    see  Appendix  I.] 

Address  to  the       "W".  Hamilton,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Missions, 

Church  on  the  ' 

Buhject  of  Mis-  further  reported  an  Address  to  the  Church  on  the  subject  of 
Missions.  It  was  read  and  adopted,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
[For  the  Address,  see  Appendix  EE.] 
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W.  Hamilton  moved  to  suspend  the  order  of  the  day  to     J"°« s,im. 

^  ,     .  "^  Motion   to  sua- 

take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Missions  ;  but  the    pend  the  order, 
motion  did  not  prevail. 

John  Kennaday,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the 
Episcopacy,  submitted  the  following  report,  namely  : 

The  Committee  on  Episcopacy,  to  whom  was  referred  the  re-  Report  of  Com- 

Bponse  of  the  Bishops  to  the  inquiry  of  Rev.  J.  S.  Porter,  beg  ^^L'^^fn^"'*  ^; 

leave  to  report  the  following  as  the  result  of  their  deliberations. _  number        of 

Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  recommend  any  addi-  Bishops. 
tion  to  the  number  of  Bishops. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  this  report,  T.  J.  Quigley   ^^5^^'°"^^^^^'*" 
moved  that  the  vote  on  its  adoption  be  taken  without  fur- 
ther debate.     The  motion  was  sustained  by  a  vote  of  136  to 
15  ;  and  the  report  was  adopted.  Report  adopted. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Clark,  the  regular  order  of  business  Order  suspended 
was  suspended  by  a  vote  of  108  to  25,  to  receive  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  on  Lay  Delegation. 

D.  W.  Clark,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Lay  Dele-  ^oy  Delegation, 
gation,  presented  a  report  on  that  subject. 

It  was  read,  and  the  report,  containing  the  following  reso-  Eeport  adopted. 

lution,  was  adopted. 

Resolved,  That  any  change  in  our  economy  relating  to  the  con- 
stitution of  our  General  and  Annual  Conferences  is  inexpedient 
at  the  present  time. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  FF.] 

On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  order  of  the  day  was  fur-   Report  onKevi- 
ther  suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on   Changes  in  Dis- 
Revisals ;  and  Conference  proceeded  to  consider  the  report 
item  by  item. 

The  item  relating  to  a  provision  for  changing  the  place  of  Place  of  holding 

1     11-  4  ^r^      J-  ^  n       -^         •  ^   J       ^  an  Annual  Con- 

nolding  an  Annual  Conference,  ana  the  item  in  relation  to  a    ferenco. 
note  on  page  210  of  the  Cincinnati  edition  of  the  Discipline,   Not^®  <^^  P^so 
were  read  and  adopted. 

The  item  relating  to  dress  was  read.     Pending  its  con-  Dress, 
sideration,  W.  Reddy,  seconded  by  A.  J.  Dana,  moved  the 
following  substitute,  namely : 

To  follow  the  words,  "section  1,  chap,  viii,  Part  I,"  in  the  re- 
port of  the  committee. 

"  By  all  means  this  is  no  time  to  give  encouragement  to  super-   substitute     for 
fluity  of  dress:    1.  Therefore,  in  the  examination  of  candidates     report  relating 
for  admission  into  the  Church,  particular  attention  shall  be  called     ^  Dress, 
to  our  general  rule  on  this  subject,  and  the  candidates  shall  be 
interrogated  in  regard  to  their  willingness  to  conform  to  the  same. 
2.  Let  every  one  who  has  charge  of  a  circuit  or  station,  frequent- 
ly exhort  our  people  to  conform  to  the  spirit  of  the  apostolic  pre- 
cept, '  not  to  adorn  themselves  with  gold,  and  pearls,  and  costly 
array.'"    1  Tim.  ii,  9. 
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June  8  isso  Q^  motioii  of  W.  Cooper,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 

Substitute    laid  ^      ' 

on  the  table      table  bv  a  vote  of  100  to  67. 

Motion    to    lay  •'  ,  ,       . 

the  item  on  the       W.  Redely  moved  to  lay  the  item  on  the  table;  but  the 
Lost '  motion  to  lay  on  the  table  was  lost,  and  the  item  adopted. 

ChOTges'to  Dls-  The  items  relating  to  the  provision  concerning  preachers 
dpiine.  stationed  in  New-Orleans ;  the  Annual  Meeting  of  District 

Stewards ;  the  report  of  the  number  of  churches  or  houses  of 
worship ;  striking  the  word  "  up"  from  the  phrase  '*  set  up 
before  them ;"  the  provision  giving  to  Quarterly  Conferences 
power  to  order  a  new  trial ;  giving  the  Quarterly  Confer- 
ences, instead  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  power  to  dispose 
of  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  Church  property ;  adding 
after  Gildas  Salvianus,  the  remaining  part  of  the  title  of  the 
book ;  the  case  of  superannuated  preachers  living  out  of  the 
bounds  of  the  Annual  Conference  to  which  they  belong  ;  the 
requirement  that  the  preachers  meet  the  men  and  women 
apart  in  the  large  societies  ;  taking  minutes  of  a  trial  before 
the  society  or  a  select  number  of  them ;  the  trial  of  an  ap- 
peal before  the  Quarterly  Conference  on  the  minutes  thus 
taken ;  and  the  proportion  of  the  salaries  and  traveling  ex- 
penses of  the  Bishops,  and  of  other  appropriations,  made 
by  the  General  Conference,  to  be  paid  by  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 
On     removing       The  recommendation  of  the  Committee  to  remove  the 

tiie  restrictions  ,     .  .  .  r  ^ 

uponthepower  restrictions  on  the  continuance  and  reappointment  of  preach- 
er the  Bishops.  .  .  , 
ers  to  the  same  city  was  read. 

Item  laid  on  the  John  A.  CoUins  moved  to  lay  the  item  on  the  table.  H. 
Sheer  moved  that  the  vote  on  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table 
be  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  but  the  call  was  not  sustained, 
and  the  motion  to  lie  on  the  table  prevailed  by  a  vote  of  102 
to  84. 

▼ote  k:^ng  on  On  motion  of  W.  Reddy,  the  vote  laying  the  item  on  the 
considered.        table  was  reconsidered. 

Previous  quea-       Qn  motion,  the  vote  was  taken  without  further  debate, 

tton      ordered  .  i  i  i 

and         item  and  the  item  as  reported  was  adopted. 

Newchapter  on  The  items  providing  a  new  chapter  on  the  spirit  and  truth 

AdmTKfon3,&c.,  of  Singing,  and  the  item  requiring  admissions,  expulsions, 

to  be  reported,  ^jig^jsgi^ns,  withdrawals,  and  deaths,  to  be  reported  to  the 

Quarterly  Conferences,  were  severally  read  and  adopted. 

Item  relating  to  The  item  concerning  those  who  neglect  attendance  on 

laid*  ot\    the  Class-Meetings  was,  on  motion  of  George  Pratt,  laid  on  the 

table.  ,  , 

table. 
^the°' table  to       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  Report  of  the  Commit- 


elected  Editor 
of  the  Pacific 
Cliristian  Ad- 
vocate. 
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tee  on  Revisals  was  temporarily  laid  on  the  table,  in  order     Junes, i856. 

i  •'  proceed  in  the 

to  proceed  with  the  elections.  elections. 

The  same  Tellers  and  Secretary  that  acted  in  the  elections  Tellers, 
yesterday  were  requested  to  serve  to-day. 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  Editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Ad-  First  ballot  for 

.  Editor  of  tlie 

vocate,  and  the  Tellers  retired.  Central  Chris- 

On  nomination  of  William  Roberts,  Thomas  H,  Pearne  t.    h.  Veam'o 

•was,  by  a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected   Editor  of   the 

Pacific  Christian  Advocate. 

On  nomination  of  S.  D.  Simonds,  Eleazer  Thomas  was,  by  E.        Thomas 

,    L,,.  »      ,       r\   \-f        •         elected   Editor 

a  hand  vote,  unanimously  elected  Editor  of   the  Caliiornia    oftheCaiifornia 

^,     .     .  '  Christian    Ad- 

Christian  Advocate.  vocate. 

On  motion  of  W.  Young,  the  resolution  offered  yesterday,  Assistant  Editor 

providing  for  an  Assistant  Editor  of  German  publications,  publications. 
was  taken  up  and  adopted  as  follows : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern 
be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to  pay  a  sum  not  exceeding  $800  for 
an  Assistant  Editor  for  the  German  Publications. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishops  be,  and  are  hereby,  authorized  to 
appoint  to  this  office  a  German  itinerant  preacher,  if  such  a 
one  is  nominated  or  elected  by  the  Book  Committee,  or,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  Book  Committee,  by  the  Book  Agents  and  Editors  of 
the  Western  Book  Concern. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Eeport  on  Ee- 
Revisals  was  resumed ;  and  the  item  providing  for  statistics 
was  read  and  adopted. 

The  item  providing  for  nine  Circuit  Stewards,  instead  of  ^^^^^  *'*'  ^^' 
seven,  was  read. 

P.  Cartwi-ight  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table,  but  the 
motion  was  lost,  and  the  item  was  adopted. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced  Result  of  baUot 
the  result  of  the  first  ballot  for  the  Editor  of  the  Central 
Christian  Advocate,  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  188:  necessary  to  a  choice,  95.  Joseph  Brooks  re- 
ceived 16  ;  B.  F.  Crary,  55  ;  C.  Elliott,  28 ;  J.  H.  Power,  26 ; 
F.  C.  Holliday,  3.  As  no  one  received  a  majority  of  the  No  election, 
votes  cast,  there  was  no  election. 

A  second  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  Second  baUot 
retired. 

On  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Eesolved,  That  the  Editor  of  the  Books  at  New-York  be  directed  Eeaolutton  In- 
to conform  Ans.  9,  p.  59,  on  the  Duty  of  Preachers  in  Charge,  to  |a"tor  '  of 
the  change  made  in  Reply  13,  p.  36.  Books. 
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June  8, 1866. 
Eesult    of   the 
ballot. 

Joseph   Brooks 
elected. 


Afternoon    ses- 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee on  Ee- 
visals  resumed. 

Eevision  of  the 


The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  the  chair  announced 
the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows :  Whole  number  of  votes 
cast,  186 :  necessary  to  a  choice,  95.  Joseph  Brooks  received 
114;  B.  F.  Creary  67.  Joseph  Brooks,  having  received  a 
majority  of  all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected 
Editor  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  for  four  years. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at 
two  o'clock  this  afternoon. 

The  consideration  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on 
Revisals  was  resumed. 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  subject  of  a  Re- 
vision of  the  Rituals  of  the  Church  was  adopted.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  resolutions  adopted  in  the  Report  of  the 
Committee  on  Revisals  relating  to  the  Rituals  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  commitee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair 
to  revise  the  Rituals  of  our  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  cir- 
cular at  their  earliest  meeting,  in  which  all  the  points  involved  in 
the  proposed  i-evision  shall  be  stated,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  this  cir- 
cular to  each  member  of  the  present  General  Conference,  who 
shall  consider  the  same  and  return  his  opinions  and  suggestions 
to  the  committee,  within  three  months. 

3.  Resolved,  That  when  the  committee  shall  have  received  the 
returned  circulars  from  the  members  of  this  Conference,  with  their 
opinions  and  suggestions  on  the  points  thei-ein  contained,  they  shall 
avail  themselves  of  all  the  information  thus  suggested,  and  prepare 
a  revised  copy  of  our  Rituals,  which  they  shall  then  lay  before  the 
Bishops ;  and  the  Bishops  shall  have  power  to  make  any  verbal 
alterations ;  and  when  the  Ritual  shall  receive  the  final  approval 
of  the  Bishops,  they  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published,  and  the 
Rituals  thus  revised  shall  thereafter  go  immediately  into  use." 

[For  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals 
as  relates  to  a  Revision  of  the  Rituals  of  the  Church,  see 
Appendix  GG.] 

The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Revisals  as  a  whole  was 
then  adopted,  as  follows : 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  and  Unfinished  Business  present 
the  following  as  a  continuation  of  their  report : 

Having  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Address  relating  to 
a  provision  for  changing  the  place  of  holding  an  annual  confer- 


Cliange  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Eelating  to  a 
change  of  place 
for  holding  an 
annual  confer- 
ence. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Note  on  page 
210. 


Recommend  the  addition  of  the  following  to  the  answer  to  qnes. 
3,  sec.  3,  chap,  iii,  Part  I :  "  But  should  it  become  necessary,  from 
any  unforeseen  cause,  to  change  the  place  of  its  sitting  after  it  has 
been  fixed  by  the  Conference,  the  preacher  or  preachers  in  charge 
of  the  place,  and  the  presiding  elder  of  the  district  where  the 
conference  was  to  be  held,  shall  have  power  to  make  such  change. 
But  this  authority  shall  not  be  exercised  without  first  consulting 
the  other  presiding  elders  of  the  conference  so  far  as  practicable." 

Having  considered  the  memorial  from  the  members  of  our 
Church  in  Cincinnati,  in  relation  to  a  note  on  page  210  of  the 
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Cincinnati  edition  of  oiir  Discipline,  we  recommend  the  following 
resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  note  on  page  210  of  the  Discipline,  as  pub- 
lished by  our  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati,  is  unauthorized,  and 
shall  be  struck  out. 


June  8, 18W. 


The  Committee  having  considered  the  memorial  from  New-En- 
gland Conference  in  relation  to  the  section  on  Dress,  recommend 
the  substitution  of  the  following  for  answer  to  question  in  sec.  1, 
chap,  viii,  Part  I. 

"  By  all  means.  This  is  no  time  to  encourage  superfluity  in 
di*css.  Therefore,  let  all  our  people  be  exhorted  to  conform  to  the 
spirit  of  the  apostolic  precept,  '  not  to  adorn  themselves  with  gold, 
and  pearls,  and  costly  array.' "  1  Tim.  ii,  9. 

We  recommend  that  the  words,  "  also  the  preacher  or  preachers 
that  may  be  stationed  in  the  city  of  New-Orleans,"  be  struck  out 
of  ans.  3,  ques.  3,  sec.  1,  chap,  iv,  Part  I,  page  41,  of  the  Disci- 
pline. 

We  recommend  that  the  word  "  annually  "  be  inserted  after  the 
words  "  There  shall  be,"  in  the  first  line  of  ans.  2,  sec.  2,  chap, 
iii,  Part  III,  page  181,  so  as  to  make  the  meeting  of  the  District 
Stewards  annual. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

On  the  subject 
of  Dress. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Relating  to  sta- 
tioning preach- 
ers in  New-Or- 
leans. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Annual  meeting 
of  district  stew- 
ards. 


We  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  words,  "  the  number  of 
churches  or  houses  of  worship  in  their  charge,"  after  the  words 
"properly  distinguished,"  in  ans.  9,  ques.  1,  sec.  11,  chap,  iv, 
Parti,  page  59,  of  the  Discipline. 

We  recommend  that  the  word  "  up,"  in  the  clause,  "  By  running 
with  patience  the  race  which  is  set  up  before  them,"  page  29,  sec. 
1,  chap,  ii,  Part  I,  be  struck  out  as  a  typographical  error. 

We  also  recommend  that  the  words,  "  which  shall  have  author- 
ity to  order  a  new  trial,"  be  added  after  the  words  "  Quarterly 
Conference,"  in  ans.  i,  ques.  1,  sec.  i,  chap,  ix,  Part  I,  page  100, 
of  the  Discipline. 

We  recommend  that  the  words  "next  Annual  Conference  au- 
thorized as  aforesaid,"  on  page  177  of  Discipline,  Part  III,  chap. 
ii,  sec.  3,  item  3,  be  struck  out,  and  the  words  "  Quarterly  Confer- 
ence" be  inserted,  and  the  words  "  Annual  Conference"  in  the 
next  line  be  struck  out,  and  the  words  "Quarterly  Conference" 
inserted. 

Also,  we  recommend  that  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  insert 
after  the  words  "  Gildas  Salvianus,"  on  page  66  of  Discipline,  the 
remaining  part  of  the  title  to  the  book,  ("  Reformed  Pastor.") 

Also,  the  insertion  in  Part  I,  chap,  iv,  sec.  17,  page  74,  after  the 
words  "  who  may  reside  without  the  bounds  of  the  Conference  of 
which  he  is  a  member,"  the  words  "  shall  have  a  seat  in  the 
Quarterly  Conference,  and  all  the  privileges  of  membership  in  the 
Church  where  he  mayreside." 

Also,  that  ans.  II,  ques.  1,  sec.  11,  chap,  iv.  Part  I,  page  69,  be 
struck  out. 

Also,  that  ans.  1,  ques.  1,  sec.  4,  chap,  ix.  Part  I,  page  98,  be 
amended,  by  striking  out  all  of  said  answer  embraced  in  the  first 
period,  and  insert,  "  before  the  Society  of  which  he  is  a  member,  or 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Statistics  of 
churches. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

The  word  "«/)" 
to  be  struck 
out,  &c. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Giving  a  quar- 
terly confer- 
ence authority 
to  order  a  new 
trial. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipHne. 

Quarterly  con- 
ferences to 
have  power  to 
dispose  of  mon- 
eys arising  from 
sale  of  Church 
property. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Title  of  a  book 
to  be  inserted. 

Chanse  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Relating  to  su- 
perannuated 
preachers. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Men  and  women 
not  to  be  met 
apart,  &c. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Trial  to  be  be- 
fore a  preacher 
in  charge,  and 
minutes  to  be 
taken. 
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Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Appeals  to  be 
determined 
from  the  min- 
utes taken  in 
tlie  original 
trial 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Western  Book 
Concern  to  pay 
one  third  of  all 
expenses  and 
appropriations. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Preachers  may 
stay  more  than 
four  years  in 
the  same  city. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

New  chapter  on 
singing. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Quarterly  Re- 
port. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 
Church     statis- 


a  select  number  of  them,  in  the  presence  of  the  preacher  in  charge, 
who  shall  preside  in  the  trial,  and  cause  exact  minutes  of  the  evi- 
dence and  proceedings  in  the  case  to  be  taken," 

Also,  in  answer  5  to  the  same  question,  page  100,  after  the 
words,  "  sufficient  notice  is  given  them,"  strike  out  the  remainder 
of  the  period,  and  insert,  "  and  the  preacher  in  charge  shall  pre- 
sent exact  minutes  of  the  evidence  and  proceedings  of  the  trial  to 
the  Quarterly  Conference,  from  which  minutes  the  case  shall 
finally  be  determined." 

Also,  in  Part  III,  chap,  vi,  item  6,  respecting  the  Book  Agents, 
page  202,  strike  out  all  of  the  second  period,  and  insert,  "  They 
shall  also  pay  one  third  of  the  salaries  and  traveling  expenses  of  the 
Bishops,  and  also  the  same  proportion  of  all  other  appropriations 
made  by  the  General  Conference,  unless  otherwise  ordered  by  said 
Conference." 

Also,  we  recommend  that  the  words,  "  nor  in  the  same  city  more 
than  four  years  in  succession,  nor  return  him  to  it  after  such  term 
of  service  till  he  shall  have  been  absent  four  years,"  be  struck  out 
from  ans.  3,  ques.  1,  sec.  1,  chap,  iv.  Part  I,  page  41. 

Also,  we  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  following  for  sec.  2, 
chap,  v.  Part  I,  entitled,  "  Of  the  Spirit  and  Truth  of  Singing." 

Ques.  How  shall  we  guard  against  formality  in  singing? 

Ans.  1.  Choose  such  hymns  as  are  proper  for  the  occasion,  and 
do  not  sing  too  much  at  once.  Seldom  more  than  four  or  five 
verses. 

2.  Let  the  tune  be  suited  to  the  sentiment,  and  do  not  suffer  the 
people  to  sing  too  slow. 

3.  In  every  Society  let  due  attention  be  given  to  the  cultivation 
of  sacred  music. 

4.  If  you  cannot  sing  yourself,  let  one  or  two  be  chosen  in  each 
Society  to  lead  the  singing. 

5.  As  singing  is  a  part  of  Divine  worship  in  which  all  ought  to 
unite,  therefore  exhort  every  person  in  the  congregation  to  sing, 
not  one  in  ten  only. 

Also,  we  recommend  the  insertion  of  the  following  in  place  of 
ans.  11,  ques.  1,  sec.  11,  chap,  iv.  Part  I,  page  59: 

"  To  report  at  each  quarterly  meeting  the  names  of  those  who 
have  been  received  into  the  Church  or  excluded  therefrom  during 
the  quarter ;  also  the  names  of  those  who  have  been  received  or 
dismissed  by  certificate,  and  of  those  who  have  died  or  have  with- 
drawn from  our  Church  " 

The  Committee  on  Revisals  also  recommend  the  following  change 
in  the  Discipline.  Strike  out  the  16th  inquiry,  under  ques.  5,  page 
36,  sec.  3,  and    instead    of  inquiry  13,  insert  the  following : 

What  is  the  number  of  Church  members  ? 

Number  of  deaths  the  past  year  ? 

Number  of  probationers '? 

Number  of  local  preachers  ? 

Number  of  adults  baptized  the  past  year  ? 

Number  of  children  baptized  the  past  year  ? 

Number  of  churches  ? 

Their  probable  value  ? 

Number  of  parsonages  ? 

Their  probable  value  ? 

Amount  collected  for  superannuated  preachers  ? 

Amount  collected  for  the  Missionary  Society  ? 
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Amount  collected  for  the  Tract  Society  ?  _  Jone  8, 1860.  , 

Amount  collected  for  the  American  Bible  Society? 

Amount  collected  for  the  Sunday-School  Union  ? 

Number  of  Sunday  schools  ? 

Kumber  of  ofiBcers  and  teachers? 

Number  of  scholars  ? 

Number  of  volumes  in  library  ? 

They  also  report  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  be  directed  to  print  such  blank   Blanks, 
forms  as  may  be  prepared  by  the  Bishops  for  the  use  of  pastors 
and  presiding  elders,  and  for  the  use  of  the  secretaries  of  the 
several  annual  conferences. 


The  committee  having  considered  the  memorial  and  resolutions  „,  .  _. 

referred  to  them  relating  to  circuit  stewards,  cipline.  °      ^ 

Kecommend  that  the  answer  to  ques.  5,  sec.  4,  chap,  iii,  Part  III,  Nhie  stewards 
page  ISi,  be  amended,  by  striking  out  the  word  seven  (7)  and  in-  Instead  of 
serting  the  word  7iine  (9).  **^^"' 

The  following  resolution,  which  was  offered  some  days 
since  and  laid  on  the  table,  was  taken  up  and  adopted, 
namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Discipline,  page  41,  chap,  iv,  be  so  altered  Change  of  Dis- 

that  when  a  traveling  preacher  is  employed  as  an  agent  of  a  State  B'^'h'"^ 

Bible  Society,  auxiliary  to  the  American  Bible  Society,  the  Bishop  pointpreadiers 
may  have  power  to  make  such  appointment  as  is  now  provided  agents  of  State 
for  in  the  employment  of  agents  for  State  Colonization  Societies,  Bible  Societies. 
Chaplains  to  State  Prisons,  and  in  the  army  and  navy. 

On  motion  of  S.  Van  Deusen,  the  order  of  business  was  Eeport  of  the 
further  suspended  to  take  up  the  Eeport  of  the  Committee  on     Sunday 

f,       ,        oil  Schools    taken 

Sunday  Schools.  up. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  Conference  proceeded  to 
consider  its  several  items  in  their  order. 

The  first  question,  and  the  first,  second,  and  third  answers  First    question 

to  it,  were  severally  read  and  adopted.  ond,  and' third 

The  fourth  answer  to  the  first  question  was  read,  and  andadopted 

J.  M.  Reid  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  so  much  as  ^enV 
relates  to  the  duty  of  a  preacher  to  prepare  a  list  of  chil- 
dren, &c. 

H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  answer  on  the  table ;  but  the  Motion  to  lay 

,•         T  1        ,  .,  the         answer 

motion  did  not  prevail.  on   the   table. 

The  amendment  of  J.  M.  Reid  then  prevailed.  Amendment 

A  motion  to  prolong  the  session  was  lost,  and  Conference  Adjomiiment. 

adjourned  with  the  benediction  by  Bishop  Scott. 
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June  8, 1866.  TUESDAY  AFTERNOON. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;  Bishop  Scott 
in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
C.  Smith,  of  the  Indiana  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  morning  was  read  and  approved. 
J.  B.Finieyex-       George  W.  "Walker  asked  that  James  B.  Finley,  a  dele- 
gate from  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  have  leave  of  absence 
for  the  remainder  of  the  session.     On  motion,  leave  was 
granted  accordingly. 
John  T.  Mitchell       John  T.  Mitchell  presented  his  credentials  as  the  first 

takes  his  seat.  ^ 

reserve  delegate  from  Cmcmnati  Conference,  and  he  was  ad- 
mitted to  a  seat, 
^and"^'^!"^^       On  motion  of  James  Porter,  the  order  of  the  day  was 
taken  up.  suspended  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  Trials 

and  Appeals. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  the  item  pro\ading  a  mode 
of  Trial  of  Traveling  Preachers  by  a  Committee  of  the  An- 
nual Conference,  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows  : 

The  Committee  on  Trials  and  Appeals  beg  leave  to  report, 
That  they  have  carefully  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops' 
Change  of  Dis-  Address  which  relates  to  the  trial  of  accused  traveling  ministers, 
toth°^T^'^i^°f  ^°*^  in  accordance  with  their  suggestion,  they  recommend  that  the 
an  accused  Discipline  be  so  altered  (Part  I,  chap,  ix,  sec.  2,  page  94,  immedi- 
Trayeling  ately  preceding  the  words  "  i^rovided  nevertheless,"  &c.)  as  to  read, 

Preacher.  "But   should  the   Conference   having  jurisdiction   in   any  of 

the  foregoing  cases,  judge  it  expedient  to  try  the  accused  by  a 
select  number,  it  may  appoint  not  less  than  nine,  nor  more  than 
fifteen  of  its  members  for  that  purpose,  who,  in  the  presence  of  a 
bishop  or  a  chairman,  which  the  President  of  the  Conference  shall 
appoint,  and  one  or  more  of  the  Secretaries  of  the  Conference, 
shall  have  full  power  to  consider  and  determine  the  case  according 
to  the  rules  which  govern  annual  conferences  in  such  proceed- 
ings, and  they  shall  make  a  faithful  report  of  all  their  doings  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Conference  in  writing,  and  deliver  up  to  him 
the  bill  of  charges,  the  evidence  taken,  and  the  decision  rendered, 
with  all  other  documents  brought  into  the  trial." 

So  much  of  the  report  as  relates  to  the  Laws  of  Evidence 
was  read  and  adopted  as  follows : 

Report  relating       The  committee  have  also  considered  that  part  of  the  Bishops'  Ad- 
%^A    ^^^^  ^^  dress  which  relates  to  the  laws  of  evidence,  and  beg  leave  to  re- 
^""^  port  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  incorporate  into  the  Discipline  any- 

thing further  upon  this  subject.  The  laws  of  evidence  in  civil  and 
criminal  jurisprudence  are  complicated,  and  often  inappropriate 
to  our  circumstances.  Having  no  authority  to  compel  the  attend- 
ance and  testimony  of  witnesses,  we  are  sometimes  obliged  to  rely 
chiefly  on  evidence  that  would  not  be  admitted  in  the  jurispru- 
dence of  the  state.  These  facts,  taken  in  connection  with  the  in- 
creasing facilities  among  us  for  a  better  understanding  of  the  sub- 
ject, fully  justify  the  committee,  they  think,  in  the  conclusion  at 
which  they  have  arrived. 
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So  much   of  the    report  as  relates  to  a  Conference  of     June  8, 1866. 
Appeals  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 


That  part  of  the  Bishops'  Address  which  relates  to  a  Conference 
of  Appeals,  has  givcu  your  committee  gi-eat  embarrassment.  The 
plans  suggested,  together  with  several  others  had  under  considera- 
tion at  the  General  Conference  of  1852,  have  been  carefully  ex- 
amined. To  these  have  been  added  a  number  more,  containing 
elements  of  gi-eat  excellence.  But  after  careful  consideration  of 
the  whole  subject,  your  committee  entertain  serious  doubts  of  the 
propriety  of  introducing  a  new  and  distinct  tribunal  into  our 
economy.  Arrange  it  as  we  may,  it  will  involve  many  inconven- 
iences, and  much  expense,  besides  being  liable  to  various  miscon- 
structions. Our  present  system  is  simple  and  unobtrusive.  With- 
out a  parade  of  forms  and  high-sounding  titles,  it  secures  the 
rights  of  all  our  members  in  an  eminent  degree,  while  at  the  same 
time  it  protects  the  Church  against  the  influence  of  unworthy 
members. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  report,  that,  in  their 
judgment,  it  is  inexpedient  for  this  General  Conference  to  provide 
for  a  Delegated  Annual  or  Biennial,  Conference  of  Appeals,  and  to 
relieve  the  difficulties  which  call  loudest  for  some  change,  they 
recommend  that  the  following  paragraph  be  appended  to  section 
2,  of  I'art  I,  of  the  Discipline,  entitled,  '^Of  the  General  Confer- 
ence," namely : 

"  The  General  Conference  may  try  appeals  from  members  of  An- 
nual Conferences  who  may  have  been  censured,  .suspended,  ex- 
pelled, or  located  without  their  consent  by  a  committee  embracing 
not  less  than  fifteen  of  its  members,  nor  more  than  one  member 
from  each  delegation,  who,  in  the  presence  of  a  bishop  presiding, 
and  one  or  more  of  the  secretaries  of  the  Conference  keeping  a 
faithful  record  of  all  the  proceedings  had,  shall  have  full  power  to 
hear  and  determine  the  case,  subject  to  the  rules  and  regulations 
which  govern  the  said  Conference  in  such  proceedings ;  and  the 
records  made  and  the  papers  submitted  in  such  trials  shall  be  pre- 
sented to  the  Conference,  and  be  filed  and  preserved  with  the 
papers  of  that  body." 


Conference     of 
Appeals. 


Chantje  of  Dis- 
cipline relating 
to  the  mode 
of  Trying  Ap- 
peals." 


George  Peck,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book 
Concern,  submitted  the  following  report,  and  it  was  adopted, 
namely  : 


The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  beg  leave  further  to  report, 
that  there  have  been  various  applications  from  individuals  ask- 
ing relief.     The  committee  recommend  the  following : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  these  persons  to  apply  to  the 
Book  Agents  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  who  are  authorized  to 
eettle  such  claims. 


Report  concern- 
ins:  individuals 
asking  reliet 


The  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern 
further  reported  in  relation  to  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Ad- 
vocate as  follows,  and  the  report  was  adopted,  namely  : 


The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
Quadrennial  Report  of  the  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh 
Christian  Advocate,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following  as  its  finan- 
cial condition. 

LL 


Eeport  concern- 
ing the  Pitts- 
burgh Chris- 
tian Advocate^ 
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June  8, 1860  assets  of  Pittsburgh  christian  advogatb. 

Office  furniture $516  50 

Due  from  sundries 790  21 

Bills  receivable 1,735  00 

Cash  in  hand 1,792  00 

4,833  71 

liabilities. 

Due  to  sundries 1,225  34 

Bills  payable 1,466  92 

2,692  26 

Balance  in  favor  of  Advocate,  §2,141  45 

There  has  been  a  gradual  improvement  in  the  financial  condition 
of  the  paper  during  the  term  since  the  last  General  Conference  up 
to  June  1st,  1856. 

The  old  debts  remaining  after  your  last  session  have  all  been 
paid,  and  the  expenses  of  publication  have  been  promptly  met  as 
they  accrued. 

We  therefore  report  the  paper  as  in  a  prosperous  condition. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  through  its  chair- 
man, reported  further,  in  relation  to  alleged  errors  in  the 
reports  of  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York,  concerning  the 
Quarterly  Review,  National  Magazine,  and  Sunday  School 
Advocate ;  and  the  report  was  accepted  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  HH.] 

Eeport  on  the       On  motion  of  J.  Floy,  the  regular  order  was  suspended 

taben  up.  *°^^  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Tract  Cause. 

The  report  was  taken  up,  and  the  Revised  Constitution  was 

„    ^    .         ^  read  in  part,  when,  on  motion  of  William  A.  Wilmer,  the 

Bead    in    part  •  i        i  /. 

and  laid  on  the  report  was  laid  on  the  table  bv  a  vote  of  92  to  57. 

table.  •*■  .  *  . 

Eeport  of  Com-       ^-  Griffith,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  prepare  a  Pas- 

torafld^rsf  *^*"^^  Address,  submitted  the   report  of  the  committee.     It 

was  read,  and  on  motion  of  W.  Reddy,  it  was  amended  by 

striking  out  the  phrase  "  co-workers  with  God,"  and  insert- 

r.     _.        a  ^   inff,  instead  thereof,  "  workers  together  with  him,"  and  the 

Report  amended        °'  '  °  ' 

and  adopted,      report  as  amended  was  adopted. 

[For  Pastoral  Address,  see  Appendix  II.] 
Address  to  be       ^°  motion  of  J.  M'Clintock,  it  was  ordered  that  the  Pas- 
printed  in  the  Xoxp\  Address  be  printed  in  all  our  Church  papers. 

F.  Hodgson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  whom  was 

Report    on  tho 

Chartered         referred  the  Report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 

Fund.  ,  ^  ,  .        .  1  ,  ,.  1 

Adopted.  jiresented  a  report;   and  on  motion  it  was  adopted  as  fol- 

lows, namely : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Report  of  the  Trustees 
of  the  Chartered  Fund  beg  leave  to  report,  that  from  the  document 
submitted  to  them  it  appears  that  iu  1854,  under  a  decree  of  the 
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Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  an  amicable  division  of  said  June  3,1868. 
fund  was  made  with  the  iMethodist  Episcopal  Church,  South.  Its 
net  valuation  at  that  time  was  $38,324  31.  The  division  was 
made  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  preacher  in  the  Churches 
respectively.  The  amount  paid  to  the  commissioners  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  is  $17,051  05,  leaving  a  balance 
of  $21,273  20.  It  is  expected  that  this  sura  will  be  increased  in  a 
short  time  by  a  due  proportion  of  the  sum  of  $6,000,  now  in 
litigation,  and  to  be  divided,  when  obtained,  between  the  two 
churches. 

Your  committee  having  duly  considered  the  whole  subject, 
recommend  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  resolutions, 
namely : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  has  entire  confidence 
in  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund, 
and  approves  of  their  administration  of  their  trust  during  the  last 
four  years. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  especially  approves  of 
the  amicable  division  of  the  Chartered  Fund  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  principles  upon  which  it  was 
effected. 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  leaves  to  the  discre- 
tion of  the  Trustees  the  question,  whether  the  Fund  committed  to 
their  care  can  be  safely  invested  in  those  states  which  allow 
higher  rates  of  interest  than  are  lawful  in  Pennsylvania. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  General  Conference  confirm  the  election  of 
Brothers  Colson  Hieskell  and  T.  K.  Collins  as  Trustees  of  this 
Fund. 

o.  Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  the  General  Conference  be  ten- 
dered to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund  for  the  wisdom  and 
faithfulness  with  which  they  have  discharged  their  duty. 

G.  Resolved,  That  the  Seci'Ctary  be  instructed  to  send  a  copy  of 
the  foregoing  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fund. 

John  M'CHntock  presented  a  series  of  resolutions  relating  Kesoiutions  re- 
to  the  interests  of  the  Tract  Cause,  and  to  the  price  of  the  interests'of  the 
Christian  Advocate  and  Journal.  ^^"^    ^*"'^ 

The  first  resolution  was  adopted. 

W.  Graham  moved  to  amend  the  second  resolution  by  Amendment 
inserting  the  words  "and  they,"  between  the  words  "he"     ^^°^'^^^ 
and  "  may,"  in  the  phrase  "  as  he  may  deem  necessary." 

John  A.  Collins  moved  as  a  substitute,  that  the  Confer-  Substitute  offer- 
ence  now  proceed  to  elect  a  Tract  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Isaac  Parks,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the  I'Sid  on  the  t»- 
table.  ''" 

John  A.  Collins  moved  to  lay  both  the  amendment  and  i^fotion  to  lay 
resolution  on   the   table;    but  the  motion  was  lost.     The    amrreToi™fon 
amendment  prevailed ;  and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  M^^  ^^'^' 
adopted.     The  third  resolution  was  adopted. 

The  resolutions  as  adopted  are  in  words  following,  to 
wit: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  not  expected  of  the  Corresponding  Secreta-  ?''h^!?nUal'Z 
ry  of  the  Tract  Society  to  devote  more  time  to  visitini  Annual    ^^sSnc^'""^ 
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June  8, 1866.     Conferences  than  may  be  compatible  with  his  other  duties  as  Ed- 
■    itor. 

Resolved,  That  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Tract  Society  be 
directed  to  provide  for  the  office  of  the  Corresponding  Secretary 
such  assistance  as  he  and  they  may  deem  necessary  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  contemplated  in  his  appointment. 
Agents  author-        Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  be  authorized  to 
^ed  to  increase    increase  the  price  of  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal,  so  as  to 
Christian''  Ad-   afford  a  larger  outlay  upon  its  correspondence,  &c.,  according  to 
vocate        and    their  discretion. 
Journal. 

Bishops      and        Oil  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  Conference  directed  that  the 

Secretary      to  ...  i  i      ,       -r.  i     »  i 

sign.  Rephes  to  communications  from  abroad,  the  Pastoral  Ad- 

dress, and  the  Address  to  the  Church  on  the  subject  of  Mis- 
sions, be  signed  by  the  Bishops,  and  countersigned  by  the 
Secretary. 

On  motion  of  John  A,  Collins,  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted,  namely : 

J.  T.  Peck's  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
moving  expen-  j^  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  New- 
to\e  paid^  ^^^  York  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  instructed  to  pay  to  Jesse  T.  Peck  his 
moving  expenses  from  New-York  to  the  appointment  which  shall 
be  given  him  in  the  regular  work,  and  to  pay  his  salary  up  to 
the  time  assigned  by  the  Bishop  for  his  entering  upon  such  work, 
not  extending  beyond  the  month  of  June. 

Thomas  Carlton  presented  the  following  report,  and  it 
was  adopted,  namely : 

Report  relating  The  Committee  appointed  on  the  Bequest  of  Noble  Melvin, 
to  the  Bequest  deceased,  report  the  following  resolution  for  adoption : 
of  Noble  Mel-  Resolved,  That  the  money  bequeathed  to  the  "  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  to  be  applied  to  the  circulation 
of  the  Holy  Scriptures,"  be  paid  to  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York, 
and  that  they  be  instructed,  in  consideration  thereof,  to  furnish 
to  the  Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
2,861  roan  embossed,  gilt,  and  1,718  roan,  tuck,  gilt  Testaments, 
to  be  distributed  by  the  said  Union  as  presents  among  the  various 
Sabbath  schools  in  the  destitute  portions  of  the  work. 

On  motion  of  W.  Hamilton,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

on  Missions  was  taken  up,  and  so  much  of  the  report  as 

relates  to  the  Scandinavian  Missions  was  read  and  adopted 

as  follows : 

Scandinavian  The  Committee  on  Missions  beg  leave  to  report  further : 

Missions.  We  recommend  that  the  Scandinavian  Missions  be  made  a  distinct 

Missionary  work  upon  the  same  plan  as  our  German  Missions ; 
that  is,  to  be  formed  into  a  District  or  Districts ;  and  if  there  be 
two  Districts  formed,  the  first  District  shall  be  attached  to  the 
Wisconsin  Conference,  and  the  second  to  the  Peoria  Conference. 

The  Revised  Constitution  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  suggested  by  the  Parent 
Board,  which  was  presented  heretofore,  was  taken  up. 
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Pendincr  its  consideration,  the  13th  section  was  amended     June3,is56. 

o  '  ^  ■  1       r.    Amondment. 

%o  as  to  make  the  Contingent  Fund  $10,000  instead  of 

$5,000,   and  the   Revised  Constitution,   as    amended,  was  Constitution 

,  adopted. 

adopted. 

[For  Revised  Constitution,  see  Appendix  JJ.] 

On  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  so  much  of  the  Report  of  the  report  relating 

_  .  -Kf     •  1  -xf     •  o        •  to  a  Missionary 

Committee  on  Missions  as  relates  to  a  Missionary  beminary    seminary    re- 
was  referred  to  the  Missionary  Board  at  New- York,  with    sionary  Board." 
instructions  that  any  measure  the  said  Board  may  take  in 
the  premises  be  conformed  strictly  to  the  spirit  of  the  proviso 
with  which  the  report  concludes. 

On  motion  of  D.  W.  Clark,  seconded  by  J.  P.  Durbin, 
the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  following  principles  shall  regulate  the  ad- 
ministration in  relation  to  Missionary  Bishops  during  the  coming 
four  years,  namely : 

1.  A  Missionary  Bishop  shall  reside  (with  his  family,  if  he  have 
one)  in  the  particular  mission  field  assigned  him,  and  he  shall 
perform  all  the  duties  of  a  Bishop  in  said  district,  to  which  his 
jurisdiction  shall  be  exclusively  limited. 

2.  Should  he  cease  to  reside  in  said  mission  field,  he  shall  exer- 
cise no  episcopal  powers,  and  shall  become  a  member  of  the  annual 
conference  from  which  he  was  elected. 

3.  His  amenability  shall  be  as  in  the  case  of  other  bishops,  ex- 
cept that  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Investigating  Committee 
shall  be  in  writing,  and  upon  this  testimony,  and  upon  such  further 
testimony  as  may  be  taken  prior  to  the  session  of  the  General 
Conference,  on  proper  notification  of  the  parties,  shall  the  case  be 
determined  by  the  General  Conference. 

4.  The  support  of  a  Missionary  Bishop  while  in  his  work,  or  in 
case  of  failure  of  health,  and  the  provision  for  his  family  in  case 
of  death,  shall  be  furnished  in  the  same  manner  as  in  the  case  of 
other  missionaries. 

"W.  C.  Hoyt,  seconded  by  M.  D'C.  Crawford,  moved  the 
following  resolutions,  and  they  were  adopted  unanimously  by 
a  rising  vote,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference,  on  behalf  of  the  whole  Thanks  to  the 

Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  tender  their  thanks,  through   His  State    of    In- 

Excellency  Governor  Wright,  to  the  State  of  Indiana,  for  the  liberal  *°*" 
provisions  which  have  been  made  in  the  Capitol  Buildings  for  the 
sittings  of  the  Conference ;  and  also  their  thanks  to  Governor  Wright 
for  his  personal  attention  and  courtesy  to  us  as  a  body. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  tender  our  acknowledgments  to  the  Thanks  to  the 
Citizens  of  Indianapolis  and  vicinity  for  their  generous  hospitality  Citizens  of  In- 
extended  to  us  so  freely  during  our  sojourn  among  them.  dianapolis. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  obligations  are  due  to  our  indefatigable  Thanks   to  tho 
and  obliging  Secretary  and  his  able  Assistants,  for  the  faithful  Secretaries, 
manner  in  which  they  have  performed  their  onerous  duties. 

4.  Resolved,  That  we  highly  appreciate  the  generosity  of  those  Thanks  to  tho 
Railroad  Companies  who  have  passed  our  preachers  free  to  and  Railroad  Com- 
from  their  appointments  during  our  session,  and  for  their  gener-  P^^'^^- 

ous  reduction  of  fare  to  persons  coming  and  going  from  the  ses- 
sions of  this  body. 

12        ■  ^ 
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June  3, 1S56.  6.  Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  above  be  furnished  for  publica- 

Kesolutions    to    tion  to  each  of  the  newspapers  published  in  this  city, 
be  published. 

On  motion  of  W.  Roberts,  the  preamble  and  resolution 
relating  to  the  appointment  of  Members  of  the  General 
Mission  Committee  on  the  Pacific  coast  were  taken  up  and 
adopted,  as  follows : 

Members  of  the  Whc7-eas  the  conferences  on  the  Pacific  coast  ai*e  too  far  removed 
Son  Commit-  ^''°'^  *^®  Atlantic  States  to  allow  of  a  personal  representation  in 
tee  on  the  Pa-  the  General  Mission  Committee  without  involving  great  expense : 
cific  coast.  and  whereas  the  domestic  missionary  work  in  these  conferences 

is  constantly  changing  and  requiring  modification  in  its  general 
arrangement,  and  needs  special  representation  in  the  said  Mission- 
ary Committee ;  therefore, 

Resolved,  That,  in  the  appointment  of  the  General  Missionary 
Committee,  the  Bishop  be  directed  to  constitute  corresponding 
members  of  the  said  committee  for  the  Oregon  and  California 
Conferences,  respectively,  who  shall  have  a  corresponding  relation 
to  said  committee,  and  shall  be  allowed  to  vote  by  proxy  in  its  annual 
meetings,  on  all  subjects  relating  to  domestic  missions  on  the 
Pacific  coast. 

J.  S.  Porter  presented  a  fiscal  report  from  the  Com- 
mittee on  Expenses  of  Delegates,  and  it  was  adopted. 

[See  Appendix  KK.] 

On  motion  Conference  agreed  to  proceed  with  the  elec- 
tions. 
Motion  to recon-       "W.  H.  Brockwav  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which 

eider  the  action      ,        ^      „  ,        ,  .        .  „  ■,•  ^ 

relating  to  the  Conference  ordered  nominations  for  candidates  to  be 
persons  to  be   voted  for  as  delegates  to  the  Canada  and  British  Wesleyan 

voted    for     as    ^      j. 

delegates,  &c.     L/onterences. 
Matter     recon-       H.  Bangs  moved  to  lay  the  motion  to  reconsider  on  the 

sidered  and  laid  *  *' 

on  the  table.       table,  but  the  motion  was  lost  by  a  vote  of  76  to  91,  and  the 
motion  to  reconsider  prevailed ;  and  the  whole  matter  in  re- 
lation to  the  nominations  by  committee  was  laid  on  the  table. 
Majority  neces-        Qn   motion  Conference  resolved,  that  in  the  elections  it 

sary  toachoice.  ,     _  ' 

shall  require  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast  to  elect. 
BaUot  for  dele-       A  ballot  was  cast  for  two  delegates  to  attend  the  British 

gates    to     the  . 

British  Confer-  Wesleyan  Conference  in  1857,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary 

ence.  .      /  "' 

retired. 
Delegates  of  the       On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  Committee  on  Expenses 

Providence  .  .  , 

Conference  to  of  Delegates  were  directed  to  pay  back  to  the  delegation  of 
$25.  the  Providence  Conference  the  sum  of  $25. 

Beport  relating       Norval  Wilson,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  Itinerancy, 

to  B.  Williams.         ,       .        ,  ...  t~,    -ttt.,,.  t 

Laid    ou    the   submitted  a  report  in  relation  to  B.  V\  ilhams.     It  was,  on 

motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
to'tlL  action  of        He  also  submitted  a  further  report  in  relation  to  the  action 
ference.^     °'^'   of  the  Genesee  Conference,  as  set  forth  in  its  Journal ;  and,  on 
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motion,  it  was  laid  on  the  table.     The  Tellers  came  into     June  3, 1866. 
Conference,  and  before  the  result  of  the  ballot  was  announced,     table. 
on  motion  of  J.  H.  Perry,  the  following  resolution  was  adopt- 
ed, namely : 

Resolved,  That  should  there  be  no  election  on  the  present  ballot,  Resolution    re- 
all  the  names  except  the  four  highest  shall  be  dropped  in  the  latin|  to  a  sec- 
next  balloting.     Should  one  delegate  be  elected,  all  the  names  but  °°"  "^    "^  • 
those  of  the  two  highest  shall  be  dropped  at  the  next  ballot. 

The  chairman  announced  the  result  of  the  first  ballot  as 
follows : 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  183  :  necessary  to  a  choice,  ^-^^^   ^^  ^^® 
92.     Bishop  Simpson  received  122;  John  M'Clintock,  1Z  ; 
M.  Raymond,  66 ;  George  Peck,  34 ;  remainder  scattering. 

Bishop  Simpson,  having  received   a  majority  of  all  the  Bishop  Simpson 
votes  cast,  was  declared  duly  elected. 

On  motion  of  P.  Coombe,  Conference  agreed  to  meet  at  Evening  session 
8  o'clock  this  evening. 

The  second  ballot  was  cast,  and  the  Tellers  retired.  Second  ballot 

A  communication  was  received  from  L.  D.  Harlan,  request-  L.  D.  Harlan  ro- 
ing  a  copy  of  the  minutes  of  his  trial  before  the  Cincinnati    of  certain  pa- 
Conference,  and  also  before  the  committee  at  Dayton.    On  mo-    ?eferre/ toThe 
tion,  the  memorialist  was  referred  to  the  Cincinnati  Confer-     conference. 
ence,  which,  by  the  vote  of  this  Conference,  has  all  the  papers 
relating  to  this  case  in  its  possession. 

In  answer  to  an  inquiry  made  by  P.   S.  Bennett,  it  was  J.    M.    Snow's 
resolved  that  the  case  of  J.   M.  Snow,  which  was  remanded     West  Wiscon- 
to  the  Wisconsin  Conference  before  the  division  of  said  con- 
ference for  a  new  trial,  shall  now  be  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  West  Wisconsin  Conference. 

On  motion  of  L.  Hitchcock,  seconded  by  H.  Crews,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are  Resolution    re- 

hcreby,  authorized  and  instructed  to  purchase  real  estate  in  the  '*^'"?as'^*'  '^^ 

city  of  Chicago,  suitable  for  the  erection  of  a  Book  Room  and  Pub-  real   estate  In 

lishing   House   for  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  so  soon  as  Chicago, 
they  may  be  able,  without  endangering  the  interests  of  the  Book 
Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference,  and  from  the  result  it  Jo^"    ,^"*^i'"' 

tock  elected  a 

appeared  that  John  M'Clintock  was  elected  a  delegate  to  the 

British  Conference.  ence! 

A  ballot  was  cast  for  three  delegates  to  the  Canada  Con-  '^the°eiection  of 

ference,  and  the  Tellers  and  Secretary  retired.  to'?he''Sd^ 

On  motion.  Conference  adjourned.  Conference. 

Benediction  by  Bishop  Baker.  A^jourament 


delesato  to  the 
British  Confer- 
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Tuesday  Evening. 

Conference  met  pursuant  to  adjournment ;  Bishop  Simp- 
son in  the  chair. 

The  usual  religious  services  were  conducted  by  William 
Young,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference. 

The  Journal  of  this  afternoon  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  C,  W.  Ruter,  seconded  by  William  Cooper, 
the  following  resolutions  were  adopted  : 

^ff '?'^°°      of       1-  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences 
Bbhops^  ^^  General  Conference  assembled,  That  the  tlianks  of  this  Confer- 

ence are  justly  due,  and  are  hereby  tendered,  to  our  beloved  Super- 
intendents for  the  able,  patient,  and  impartial  manner  in  which 
they  have  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  body  during  its 
protracted  session. 
Thanks  to  the  2.  iJeso/tW,  That  the  thanks  of  this  Conference  are  hereby  tendered 
Reporter.  to  our  able  Reporter,  W.  P.  Strickland,  for  the  faithful  manner  in 

which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of  his  office  during  the  session 
of  this  Conference. 

On  motion  of  J.  S.  Porter,  the  Committee  on  Expenses  of 
Delegates  had  leave  to  amend  their  report  as  follows,  namely  : 

Eeport  on  Ex-       The  Committee  on  Expenses  of  the  Delegates  beg  leave   to 
penses  of  Del-    amend  their  first  report : 

egates  amend-       ^jje  -syhole  amount  of  deficiency  being  ascertained  to  be  three 
*'  thousand  four  hundred  and  fiftj'-one  dollars  ten  cents,  (.$3,451  10,) 

for  which  the  Chairman,  by  a  former  action  of  the  Conference, 
was  authorized  to  draw  on  the  Book  Agents  at  New- York  and  Cin- 
cinnati. 

The  Tellers  came  into  Conference  with  the  result  of  the 
ballot  for  three  delegates  to  the  Canada  Conference.  Before 
the  result  of  the  ballot  was  declared,  on  motion  of  W.  L. 
Harris,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolution  mak-        Resolved,  That  if  it  shall  appear  that  three  delegates  are  not 

ing  the  three  chosen  by  having  severally  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 

receiving    the  cast,  then,  and  in  that  case,  the  three  having  received  the  highest 

bef  of  votTthe  number  of  votes  shall  be  declared  duly  elected. 

The  chair  announced  the  result  of  the  ballot  as  follows : 
M,    Raymond,       Whole  number  of  votes  cast,  l7o.     Minor  Raymond  re- 
iiton,  and   L.   ccived  81;  William  Hamilton,  64;  and  L.  W.  Berry,  49; 
ed'.  ^"^  ^  ^"^     and  they  were  declared  duly  elected  in  pursuance  of  the 

foregoing  resolution. 
Report  on  Edu-       On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  the  Report  of  the  Committee 

caHou  taken  up  .  , 

and  adopted,      on  Education  was  taken  up. 

The  following  resolutions,  contained  in  the  report,  were 
severally  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely: 
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Institutions  to 
make  full  re- 
ports to  the 
General  Con- 
ference. 

Book  Agents. 

Church  to  pray 
for  our  Litera- 
ry Institutions. 

Methodist  Col- 
leges not  to  bo 
unduly  multi- 
plied. 


1.  Resolved,  That  our  institutions  of  learning  be  requested  to  be 
more  prompt  and  full  in  reporting  their  condition  to  the  General 
Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Book  Agents  be  called  to 
this  report. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  Seminaries  of  learning  be  commended  to 
the  prayers  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  Annual  Concert  of  prayer 
for  CoUeires  be  observed  in  all  our  congregations. 

4.  Resolved,  Tliat  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  directed 
to  discourage  the  further  multiplication  of  Methodist  Colleges,  and 
other  Seminaries  of  learning,  unless  when  additional  schools  may- 
be imperatively  required  for  the  education  of  the  youth  of  our 
Church,  and  unless  these  schools  may  be  maintained  without  ma- 
terially diminishing  the  patronage  and  efficiency  of  existing  in- 
stitutions. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  ^he  judgment  of  this  Conference,  no  insti- 
tution shouM  hereafter  be  received  as  a  college  under  the  patron- 
age of  our  Church,  until  it  shall  have  secured  an  endowment  of 
one  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

G.  Resolved,  That  preachers  appointed  by  our  Bishops  to  our 
institutions  of  learning,  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to  full  connec- 
tion in  our  Annual  Conferences,  if  otherwise  qualified ;  and  that  the 
Discipline  be  conformed  to  this  principle. 

Pending  the  consideration  of  the  sixth  resolution,  W.  A. 
Wihner  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table  ;  but  the  motion  was 
lost. 

The  report  was  adopted  as  a  whole,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed.     [For  Report,  see  Appendix  LL.] 

John  P.  Durbin,  Chairman  of  the  special  committee  to 
prepare  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  British  Wesleyan 
Conference,  submitted  the  report  of  the  committee.  It  was 
read,  amended,  and  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Ajyxndix  C] 

A  Reply  to  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and 
Wales  was  presented  by  John  Kennaday,  and  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Appendix  K.] 

Calvin  Kingsley,  Chairman  of  the  select  committee  to 
prepare  a  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Canada  "Wesleyan 
Conference,  submitted  a  report,  and  it  was  adopted. 

[For  Reply,  see  Apq^endix  E.] 

Peter  Cartwright,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  nomi- 
nate a  Book  Committee  for  the  Western  Book  Concern,  re- 
ported as  follows : 

1.  John-  T.  Mitchell,  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference.  •> 

2.  Edward  Thomson,  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference. 

3.  James  M.  Jamison,  of  the  Ohio  Conference. 

4.  F.  C.  HoLLiDAY,  of  the  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference. 

5.  "W.  H.  Collins,  of  the  Detroit  Conference. 

6.  W.  C.  Smith,  of  the  Indiana  Conference. 

7.  Peter  Cartwright,  of  the  Illinois  Conference. 

P.  S.  Bennett  moved  to  amend  the  report  by  striking  out   Motion 
the  last  name  in  the  list,  and  inserting  that  of  Luke  Hitch- 


One  hundred 
thousand  dol- 
lars a  mini- 
mum. 

Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

Preachers  ap- 
pointed to  Lit- 
erary Institu- 
tions may  be- 
come eligible 
to  admission 
into  full  con- 
nection. 

Motion  to  lay 
the  sixth  reso- 
lution on  the 
table. 

Lost. 

Eeply  to  the 
Address  of  the 
British  Confer- 
ence. 


Eeply  to  the 
Address  of  the 
Congregational 
Union  of  En- 
gland and 
Wales. 

Eeply  to  the 
Address  of  the 
Canada  Con- 
ference. 


Eeport  of  Com- 
mittee to 
nominate  a 
Book  Commit- 
tee for  Cincin- 
nati. 

Book  Commit- 
tee at  Cincin- 
nati 
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June  3, 185G.     cock.     A  motion  to  lay  the   amendment  on  the  table  was 

Motion    to    lay  •' 

on  the  table.       lost  by  a  vote  OI  64  to  74. 

Substitute  pro-       Joseph  Brooks  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment 

La?r'  on    the  to  strike  out  the  name  of  F.  C.  Holliday,  and  insert  that  of 

**•"*•  L.  Hitchcock. 

On  motion  of  J.  A.  Brouse,  the  substitute  was  laid  on  the 

table  by  a  vote  of  76  to  62. 

Substitute  pro-       H.   Buck  moved  as  a  substitute  for  the  amendment  to 

Laid    on    the  strike  out  the  name  of  W.  H.  Collins,  and  insert  that  of  L. 

Hitchcock,  but  this  substitute  was  also  laid  on  the  table,  and 

Amendment       on  vote  the  amendment  oftered  by  P.  S.  Bennett  was  lost 
lost. 

by  a  vote  of  75  to  75.     The  report  of  the  committee  was 

then  adopted. 

Beport  relating       William  Griffin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  Be- 
to  Bequest  of  p    t  -r,         ^ 

James    Bour-  quest  01  James  bourdet,  presented  a   report,  and   the  reso- 
lutions which  it  contained  were  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

1.  Resolved,  That  Solomon  Fisk,  of  Chazy,  New- York,  and  L. 
Clark,  of  Plattsburgh,  New-York,  be  and  they  hereby  are  ap- 
pointed commissioners  on  the  part  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  settle  with  the  executor  or  executors  of  the  aforesaid 
estate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  they  pay  over  the  money  remaining  in  their 
hands,  after  defraying  all  necessary  expenses,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing, namely ; 

Five  hundred  dollars  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  Chazy,  New- York,  and  the  balance,  be  the  same  more 
or  less,  to  the  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church. 

The  report  as  a  whole  was  adopted. 

[For  full  Report,  see  Appendix  MM.] 
Nominations  for       Phineas  Rice,  Chairman  of  the  Committee  to  nominate  a 
mittee  at  New-  Book  Committee  for  New- York,  reported,  and  the  report  was 


adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 


Book  Commit-  The  committee  appointed  to  nominate  the  Book  Committee  for 
tee  at  New-  the  Book  Concern  at  New- York,  beg  leave  to  report  the  following 
xoFK.  names: 

1.  Benjamin  Griffen,  New- York  Conference. 

2.  Isaac  Parks,  Oneida  Conference. 

3.  Thomas  J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia  Conference. 

4.  Charles  B.  Tippett,  Baltimore  Conference. 

5.  Zebulon  Phillips,  Troy  Conference. 

6.  John  M'Clintock,  New-Jersey  Conference. 

7.  Richard  S.  Rust,  New-Hampshire  Conference. 

John  P.  Durbin  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  on   the 
Metropolitan  Church. 
^red'^Vembers       J.  A.  Collins  movcd  as  a  substitute,  that  the  Report  of 
I'urted^  ""^  the  Committee  on   Colored  Members  be  taken  up.     The 
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substitute  was  accepted,  and  tbe  motion  prevailed  ;  and  the     J™«  8, 1856. 
report  was  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely  : 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  memorials  of  colored    Change  of  Dis- 
members within  the  bounds  of  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and     cipline. 
New-Jersey  Conferences,  after  due  consideration,  report  the  follow- 
ing for  the  adoption  of  the  Conference,  and  recommend  that  it  be 
inserted  in  the  Discipline  as  a  distinct  chapter,  entitled : 

Chatter  VIII. —  Of  the  Rights   and  Privileges  of  our   Colored 
Members. 

1.  Our  colored  preachers  and  official  members  shall  have  all  the    Colored    mem- 
privileges  which  are  usual   to  others  in  quarterly  conferences,     hers. 
where  the  usages  of  the  country  do  not  forbid  it.     And  the  pre- 
siding elder  may  hold  for  them  a  separate  quarterly  conference, 

when  in  his  judgment  it  shall  be  expedient. 

2.  The  bishop  or  presiding  elder  may  employ  colored  preachers 
to  travel  and  pi-each,  when  their  services  are  judged  necessary. 
Provided,  that  no  one  shall  be  so  employed  without  having  been 
recommended  by  a  quarterly  conference. 

3.  The  Bishops  may  call  a  conference  once  in  each  year  of  our 
colored  local  preachers,  within  the  bounds  of  any  one  or  more  of 
our  districts,  for  the  purpose  of  conferring  with  them  with  respect 
to  the  wants  of  the  work  among  our  colored  people,  and  the  best 
means  to  be  employed  in  promoting  its  prosperity;  at  which 
conference,  the  presiding  elder  within  whose  district,  and  under 
whos;e  care,  the  colored  churches  and  congregations  are,  shall 
be  present.  Provided,  that  the  holding  of  said  conference  or 
conferences  shall  be  recommended  by  an  annual  conference,  and 
the  Bishops,  upon  due  inquiry,  shall  deem  it  practicable  and  ex- 
pedient. 

On  motion  of  H.  Bangs,  Conference  proceeded  to  fix  the  Next  session. 
place  of  its  next  session. 

Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  Buffalo,  were  severally  nora-  Philadelphia, 
inated  and  represented.     After  which  it  was  agreed  to  vote    Buffalo,   uom- 
ou  the  places  named  in  their  order,  and  that  the  place  re- 
ceiving the  highest  number  of  votes,  provided  it  receive  a 
majority  of  the  votes  of  those  present  and  voting,  shall  be 
the  place. 

The  votes  were  then  taken,  and  Philadelphia  received  86 
votes,  Baltimore  27,  and  Buffalo  108  ;  whereupon  the  chair 
announced  that  Buffalo  was  chosen  as  the  place  of  the  next  Buffalo  chosen, 
session  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church. 

A  communication  from  Leroy  Swormstedt  was  received,   ^„  Swormsterit 

•'  '      allowed      $800 

requesting  the  General  Conference  to  allow  him  eight  hund-    i"  addition  to 

,     -    ,,  .  ....  ,  ,,  p         ,  „  ^'S    salary    for 

red  dollars,  m  addition  to  the  allowance  tor  the  past  four    the  past  four 
yeai-s   made  him  by  the  Estimating  Committee;  and,  on    ^^^^ 
motion,  his  request  was  granted. 

J.  P.  Durbin  stated  that  there  were  doubts  on  the  minds 
of  some  members  of  this  body  in  reference  to  the  constitu- 
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Jnne3,i8M.  tionalitj  of  the  mode  prescribed  for  electing  a  Missionary 
for  electing  a  Bislioi)  for  Afiica.    To  remove  all  room  for  doubt,  he  moved 

Bishop         for  •  ,.    i  ,  .  .  ,  .  . 

Africa  consid-  a  suspension  ot  the  rule  requinng  that  any  proposition  to 
unconsutu-"'"^  change  the  Discipline  lie  on  the  table  for  at  least  one  day 
Ku"eVuspended  before  action  be  had  thereon,  in  order  to  introduce  a  change 
DiscipUne.  ^^^  ^f  the  Discipline  fully  meeting  the  case.     The  motion  to 

suspend  the  rule  prevailed,  and  the  following  resolution  was 

adopted,  namely : 

Change  of  Dis-  Resolved,  That  the  words  following  he  inserted  in  the  Discipline, 

Generd  Confer-  *^^^P-  ^^'  ^^^-  ^'  '^^^  ^^^  ^^'^  °^  ^^^  answer  to  question  1 :  "  But  the 

ence  may  au-  General  Conference  may  authorize  the  election  of  a  Missionary 

thorize       the  Bishop  in  the  interim  of  the  General  Conference." 
election    of    a 

wlhip"*'^  C>n  motion  of  John  P.  Durbin,  the  report  on  the  Metro- 

^rZ^ntm  ^^'"  poJJtan  Church  was  taken  up  and  adopted  as  reported. 
Adopted!  [^^^  P^^^^  57,  58  of  this  Journal.] 

On  motion  of  James  Drumraond,  seconded  by  George 
W.  Walker,  the  following  preamble  and  resolution  were 
adopted  under  the  operation  of  the  pre\^ous  question, 
namely : 

Preamble  and  Whereas,  Eev.  Reeder  Smith,  a  local  elder  of  the  M.  E.  Church, 
resolutions  re-  ^as  been  expelled  from  said  Church  by  the  Quarterly  Conference 
er  Smith.  "^  Appleton  Station  :  and  whereas,  the  decision  of  said  Quarterly 

Conference  was  subsequently  confirmed  by  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  :  and  whereas,  it  has  been  declared,  by  a  special  com- 
mittee to  this  General  Conference,  that  new  testimony  has  been 
elicited  going  to  show  the  innocence  of  said  Reeder  Smith :  there- 
fore. 

Resolved  by  the  General  Conference,  That  the  Wisconsin  Annual 
Conference  be,  ami  hereby  is,  authorized  to  order  a  new  trial  of 
the  case  of  Reeder  Smith  in  the  Appleton  Quarterly  Conference. 

On  motion,  the  following  protest  against  the  passage  of 
the  preceding  resolution  was  admitted  to  record,  namely : 

Protest  of  mem-        The  undersigned,  delegates  from  the  Wisconsin  Conference,  pro- 
bers    of    the    test  against  the  action  of  this  General  Conference  in  taking  the 
egatlon.^'"      '    previous  question  on  the  motion  offered  by  James  Drummond, 
touching   the  case  of  Reeder  Smith,  without  allowing  them  to 
state  the  facts,  or  even  to  be  heard  on  the  question. 

P.  S.  Bennett, 
I.  M.  Leihy, 
H.  Requa. 

Motion  to  take       A.  Lowrev  moved  to  take  up  the  Report  of  the  Com- 

up  the  Report        .  rr,  i  -r. 

on    Temporal  mittee  on  lemporal  Hiconomy. 
Molion™^'    to       H.  Slicer  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "Temporal 

amend. 


Economy,"  and  inserting  instead  thereof  "  Temperance.' 

George  Pe 
of  the  Comr 
was  adopted. 


Substitute  pro-       Georffe  Peck  moved  as  a  substitute,  to  take  up  the  Pieport 

posed  and  °  it-.!.-,  mi  • 

adopted.  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,     ihe  substitute 
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The  Report  of  the  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern  was 
then  read  and  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 

The  Book  Committee  propose  the  following  revision  of  the  Disci- 
pline, niimely : 

Strike  out  sections  10  and  11,  ch.  vi,  Part  III,  pages  201,  20o,  and 
substitute  the  following  sections,  namely: 

10.  In  addition  to  the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal  and  the 
Western  Christian  Advocate,  there  shall  be  published  the  Pitts- 
burgh Christian  Advocate,  at  Pittsburgh,  Pa. ;  the  Isovthern  Chris- 
tian Advocate,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y. ;  and  the  Northwestern  Christian 
Advocate,  at  Chicago,  111. ;  also,  as  soon  as  arrangements  to  that 
effect  shall  be  completed  by  the  Book  Agents  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati,  according  to  the  instructions  of  the  General  Conference, 
there  shall  be  published  the  Central  Christian  Advocate,  at  St. 
Louis,  -Mo. ;  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate,  at  Salem,  Oregon ;  and 
the  California  Christian  Advocate,  at  San  Francisco,  Cal. 

There  shall  also  be  a  Publishing  Committee  for  each  of  the  above- 
named  papers,  to  be  appointed  as  hereinafter  named,  whose  duties 
shall  be  similar  to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at  New-York  and 
Cincinnati,  so  far  as  they  may  be  applicable  to  the  establishments 
under  their  supervision. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advo- 
cate shall  consist  of  two  members  from  each  of  the  following  con- 
ferences, to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively, 
namely:  Two  by  the  Pittsburgh,  two  by  Erie,  and  two  by  the 
Western  Virginia. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  following  conferences, 
to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively,  namely: 
Genesee,  East  Genesee,  Oneida,  Black  Itiver,  and  Wyoming  Con- 
ferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advo- 
cate shall  consist  of  one  member  from  each  of  the  following  con- 
ferences, to  be  chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively,- 
namely:  Michigan,  Detroit,  Northwestern  Indiana,  Rock  liiver, 
Illinois,  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  Peoria,  Wisconsin,  and  West  Wisconsin 
Conferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Central  Christian  Advocate  shall 
consist  of  one  member  of  each  of  the  following  conferences,  to  be 
chosen  annually  by  the  conferences  respectively,  namely  :  Illinois, 
Southern  Illinois,  Iowa,  Upper  Iowa,  Arkansas,  Missouri,  and  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  Conferences. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Pacific  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  five  members  of  the  Oregon  Conference,  to  be  chosen 
annually  by  said  conference. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate 
shall  consist  of  five  members  of  the  California  Conference,  to  be 
chosen  annually  by  said  conference. 

1 1.  In  case  of  vacancy  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  in  either 
:f  the  establishments  named  in  the  above  sections,  the  Publishing 
Committee  having  supervision  of  the  same  shall  have  authority, 
with  the  concurrence  of  either  of  the  General  Superintendents, 
to  provide  for  such  vacancy  until  the  next  General  Conference. 

On  motion  of  George  Peck,  seconded  by  Tliomas  H, 

Pearne,  the  following  resolution  was  adopted,  namely  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committees  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati 
be  authorized  to  estimate  the  salaries  of  Editors  and  Agents  con- 
nected with  those  Concerns  respectively;  and  that  the  Publishing 
Committees  of  the  several  papers  published  under  the  authority 


June  3, 1856. 

Eeport  of  the 
Corumittce  on 
the  Book  Con- 
cern taken  up. 

Discipline 
changed. 

Publishing 
Committees  of 
tlic         several 
General    Con- 
ference papers. 


Publishing 
Committee    of 
the  Pittsburgh 
Christian    Ad- 
vocate. 

Publishing 
Committee    of 
the     Northern 
Christian    Ad- 
vocate. 


Publishing 
ComuiitU-e    of 
the         North- 
western Chris- 
tian Advocate. 


Publishing 
Committee    of 
the        Central 
Christiau    Ad- 
vocate. 

Publishing 
Committee    of 
the         Pacific 
Christian    Ad- 
vocate. 

Publishing 
Committee    of 
the    California 
Christian    Ad- 
vocate. 

Yacancies  oc- 
curring ad  in- 
terim :  how  to 
be  filled. 


Book  Commit- 
tees and  Pub- 
lisliing  Com- 
miftees  to  esti- 
mate the  Sal- 
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June  3, 1856. 
sries     of     the 
Editors       and 
Agents. 


Charles  Elliott 
to  receive  liis 
salary  till  em- 
ployed. 


Ecport  on  Sun- 
day Schools. 
Adopted. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 


of  the  General  Conference  not  included  in  the  above,  shall  be 
authorized  to  estimate  the  salaries  of  the  Editors  of  said  papers. 

On  motion  of  E.  Thomson,  the  following  resolution  was 
adopted,  namely : 

Resolved,  That  the  Agents  of  the  Western  Book  Concern  be,  and 
they  are  hereby,  instructed  to  pay  the  salary  of  Charles  Elliott, 
late  Editor  of  the  Western  Christian  Advocate,  until  the  next  session 
of  his  conference,  unless  he  shall  be  previously  employed. 


Change  of  Dis- 
cipline. 

In    relation    to 
Sunday 
SchooK 


On  motion  of  S. 
on  Sunday  School; 
namely : 

Part  I,  Chat.  VI.- 


Y.  Monroe,  the  Eej^ovt  of  the  Committee 
was  taken  up,  and  adopted  as  follows, 


-Of  Sunday  Schools  and  the  Religious  Instrtic- 
tion  of  Children. 

Ques.  1.  What  shall  we  do  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction 
of  the  children  ? 

^ns.  1.  It  shall  be  the  special  duty  of  preachers  having  charge 
of  circuits -or  stations,  with  the  aid  of  the  other  preachers,  to  form 
Sunday  schools  in  all  our  congregations  where  ten  children  can 
be  collected  for  that  purpose,  and  to  engage  the  cooperation  of  as 
many  of  our  members  as  they  can,  to  visit  the  schools  as  often  as 
practicable,  to  preach  on  the  subject  of  Sunday  schools  and  relig- 
ious instruction  in  each  congregation  at  least  once  in  six  months, 
and  to  form  Bible  classes  wherever  they  can  for  the  instruction  of 
larger  children  and  youth ;  and  where  they  cannot  superintend 
them  personally,  to  see  that  suitable  teachers  are  provided  for 
that  purpose. 

2.  It  shall  also  be  the  duty  of  preachers  to  enforce  faithfully 
upon  parents  and  Sunday-school  teachers  the  great  importance  of 
instructing  children  in  the  doctrines  and  duties  of  our  holy  relig- 
ion, to  see  that  our  catechisms  be  used  as  extensively  as  possi- 
ble both  in  our  Sunday  schools  and  families,  to  preach  to  the  chil- 
dren, and  publicly  catechise  them  in  the  Sunday  schools  and  at 
special  meetings  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  preacher  in  his  pastoral  visits  to 
pay  special  attention  to  the  children,  speaking  to  them  personally 
and  kindly  on  the  subject  of  experimental  and  practical  godliness, 
according  to  their  capacity,  pray  earnestly  for  them,  and  diligently 
instruct  and  exhort  all  parents  to  dedicate  their  children  to  the 
Lord  in  baptism,  as  early  as  convenient. 

4.  Each  preacher  in  charge  shall  lay  before  the  quarterly  con- 
ference, (see  Part  I,  chap,  iii,  sec.  4,  ques.  4,  ans.  8,)  to  be  entered 
on  its  Journal,  the  number  and  state  of  the  Sunday  schools  and 
Bible  classes  in  his  charge,  and  the  extent  to  which  he  has  preached 
to  the  children  and  catechised  them,  and  make  the  required  re- 
port on  Sunday  schools  to  his  annual  conference. 

5.  (To  read  the  same  as  present  answer  2.) 

To  strike  out  from  the  answer  to  ques.  1,  sec.  4,  chap,  iii.  Part  I, 
the  words, 

"  But  the  first  male  superintendents  of  the  Sunday  schools,  being 
members  of  our  Church,  shall,  by  virtue  of  their  ofl5ce,  have  a  seat 
in  the  quarterly  conference  having  supervision  of  their  schools, 
with  the  right  to  speak  and  vote  on  questions  relating  to  Sunday 
schools,  and  on  such  questions  only," 

And  insert  instead  thereof,  after  the  words  "or  station,"  and 
before  the  words  "  and  none  else,"  the  following,  namely  : 
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"And  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday  schools, 
being  members  of  our  Church,  and  approved  by  the  quarterly  con- 
ference." 

To  insert  in  ans.  5  to  ques.  4,  sec.  2,  chap,  iv,  Part  I,  after  the 
word  "  circuit,"  in  the  seventh  line,  the  words, 

"  Or  station,  and  the  first  male  superintendents  of  our  Sunday 
schools,  being  members  of  our  Church,  and  approved  by  the  quar- 
terly conference." 

lu  Part  I,  chap  iv,  sec.  11,  ques.  1,  ans.  16,  to  strike  out  the 
words,  "  in  connection  with  reporting  the  Sunday-school  statistics," 
and  insert,  instead  thereof,  the  words  "  in  his  report." 

That  so  much  of  ans.  1,  chap,  vi,  Part  I,  page  85,  as  follows  the 
words,  "  each  quarterly  conference  shall  have  supervision  of  all  the 
Sunday  schools  and  Sunday-school  Societies  within  its  bounds,"  be 
transferred  to  Part  I,  cliap.  iii,  sec.  4,  ques.  4,  ans.  8,  page  39,  in 
place  of  the  present  reference  thereto. 


June  3, 1856. 
Sunday-school 
superintend- 
ents  members 
of  the  quarter- 
ly conferences. 


Transferred  to  a 
new  place  in 
the  Discipline. 


The  fullovving  resolution,  presented  yesterday  and  laid  on 
the  table,  was  taken  up  and  adopted,  namely : 


Resolved,  That,  in  view  of  the  intimate  relation  which  our  Ger- 
man Publications  at  Cincinnati  bear  to  the  Sabbath  School,  Tract, 
and  General  English  Publications  at  New-York,  as  well  as  to  the 
contemplated  German  Publications  in  Bremen  by  order  of  the 
Missionary  Board,  we  recommend  the  appointment  of  the  German 
Editor  as  ex-officio  member  of  the  Publishing  Committees  of  the 
Tr.act  Society,  of  tlie  Sunday-School  Union,  and  of  the  Jlissionary  So- 
ciety, so  as  to  allow  him,  when  it  is  deemed  necessary  by  those  hav- 
ing charge  of  the  above-named  interests,  officially  to  consult  with 
them  in  regard  to  the  Books  and  Tracts  which  ought  to  be  pub- 
lished in  Cincinnati,  or  in  Bremen,  and  for  properly  selecting  and 
procuring  the  necessary  cut.s  and  other  typographical  require- 
ments. 


German  editor 
ex-oflicio  a 
member  of  the 
Publishing 
Committee  of 
the  Tract  So- 
ciety and  of  the 
Missionary  So- 
ciety. 


On  motion  of  A.  J.  Phelps,  the  Publishing  Committee  of 
the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  were  instructed  to  pay 
William  Hosmer  his  salary  up  to  the  time  of  the  meeting  of 
his  conference,  and  also  his  moving  expenses  to  the  field 
of  labor  to  which  he  may  be  assigned. 

On  motion  of  S.  Allen,  seconded  by  J.  L.  Lenhart,  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions  were  adopted : 


W.  Hosmer  to 
receive  his 
salary  till  his 
conference 


1.  Resolved,  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences    Thanks   to  D. 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assem-     P-  Kidder, 
bled.  That  we  highly  appreciate  the   services  of  our  respected 

brother,  Rev.  Daniel  P.  Kidder,  as  Corresponding  Secretary  of  the 
Sunday-School  Union  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  during 
the  last  twelve  years,  and  that  the  prosperous  condition  of  our 
Sunday-school  cause  is  largely  indebted,  under  God,  to  his  valuable 
labors. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  hereby  tender  to  Brother  Kidder  our  sin- 
cere thanks  for  his  services,  and  our  earnest  wishes  for  his  fu- 
ture welfare. 


Bishop  Simpson  submitted  a  course  of  study  for  German 
preachers,  and  it  was  adopted  as  follows,  namely : 
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Course  of  study 
for       German 
Traveling 
Preachers. 
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PLAN  OF  STUDY  FOR  THE  GERMAN  TRAVELING  PREACHEE8. 

First    Year. 

The  Theological  Compend  of  A.  Binney,  translated  by  L.  S. 
Jacoby. 

N.  B.  Each  doctrine  of  the  Bible  is  expected  to  be  proved  by 
the  Scriptural  passages  quoted. 

Wesley's  Sermons,  vol  i,  from  Nos.  1-15. 

Watson's  Apology  for  the  Bible. 

The  Compendium  of  Methodism. 

Church  History,  (according  to  a  manual  published  by  the  relig- 
ious society  of  Northern  Germany,)  vol.  i. 

Discipline,  chapters  i,  ii,  iii,  sec.  4;  chap,  iv,  sec.  6-18;  chap, 
viii,  sec.  3,  4. 

Elements  of  German  Grammar,  by  Spittlegarb. 

A  written  Essay  on  some  religious  subject. 

Second  Year. 
The  doctrines  of  the  Bible  concerning  the  Sacraments. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  vol  i,  from  Nos.  15-30. 
Wesley's  Plain  Account  of  Christian  Perfection. 
Kurtz's  Manual  of  Sacred  History. 
Church  History,  vols,  ii  and  iii. 
Fletcher's  Appeal. 

The  whole  first  Part  of  the  Discipline. 
Wurst's  Grammar  and  Logic. 
A  written  Sermon  on  the  difference  between  repentance  and 

faith. 
N.  B.  We  recommend,  also,  the  reading  of  Nelson's  Cause  and 

Cure  of  Infidelity. 

Third  Year. 

Wesley's  Sermons,  vol.  ii,  from  Nos.  1-15. 

Bogue's  Divine  Authority  of  the  New  Testament. 

Kirchhofer's  Introduction  into  the  Holy  Scriptures. 

Wesley's  Life  and  Labors. 

Zeller's  Psychology;  or,  Elements  of  Mental  and  Moral  Philos- 
ophy. 

Church  History,  vols,  iv  and  v. 

The  whole  of  the  Discipline. 

Wurst's  Grammar  and  Logic. 

A  written  Sermon  on  the  difference  between  justification  and 
sanctification. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  D'Aubigue's  History  of  the 
Reformation,  vols,  i  and  ii. 

Fourth   Year. 
Review  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  with  the  Scriptural 

proofs. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  vol.  ii,  from  Nos.  15-33. 
Haldanc's  Genuineness  and  Divine  Inspiration  of  the  Bible. 
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Bishop  Baker's  Guide  to  tlie  Discipline.  June 8, 1866. 

Church  History,  vols,  vi  and  vii. 

Natural  Theology,  according  to  the  Calwer  Naturlehre. 

Wurst's  Grammar  and  Logic. 

A  written  sermon  on  the  Divinity  and  Humanity  of  Christ. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  D'Aubigne's  History  of  the 
Reformation,  vols,  iii  and  iv,  and  Philosophy  of  the  Plan  of 
Salvation. 

We  recommend,  also,  that  English  grammar  and  composition  be 
studied  from  the  beginning  to  the  end  of  the  course,  and  that  the 
committee  report  to  the  Conference  the  progress  of  each  candidate 
in  this  branch  of  study. 


PLAN   OF   STUDY   FOR   GER3IAN    LOCAL   PREACHERS. 

I.  For  those  tvho  ivisk  to  be  ordained  Deacons. 

The  Theological  Compend  of  A.  Binney,  translated  by  L.  S.  Ja-  Course  of  study 

V  for        German 

^^'^y-  Local   Preach- 

N.  B.  Each  doctrine  of  the  Bibie  to  be  proved  by  the  Scriptural  as. 

passages  quoted. 

Wesley's  Sermons,  vol.  i. 

Wesley's  Plain  Account  of  Christian  Perfection. 

Fletcher's  Appeal. 

Watson's  Apology  for  the  Bible. 

The  whole  of  the  Discipline. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  the  Compendium  of  Meth- 
odism ;  D'Aubigne's  History  of  the  Reformation,  vols,  i  and 
ii ;  Kirchhofer's  Introduction  into  the  Bible. 

II.  For  those  loho  wish  to  be  ordained  Elders. 

Review  of  all  the  doctrines  of  the  Bible,  and  especially  concern- 
ing the  sacraments,  with  Scriptural  proofs. 
Wesley's  Sermons,  vol.  ii. 
Kurtz's  Manual  of  Sacred  History. 

Haldane's  Genuineness  and  Divine  Inspiration  of  the  Bible. 
Wesley's  Life  and  Labors. 

Church  History  according  to  the  Calwer  Short  Manual. 
Bishop  Baker's  Guide  to  the  Discipline. 
A  written  Sermon  on  Baptism  or  the  Lord's  Supper. 

N.  B.  We  recommend  the  reading  of  D'Aubigne's  History  of  the 
Reformation,  vols,  iii  and  iv;  Bogue's  Divine  Authority  of 
the  New  Testament,  and  Zeller's  Psychology. 

John  M'Clintock  moved  a  suspen.sion  of  the  rule  requir-  Motion  to  sm- 

ing  any  proposed  alteration  in  the  Discipline  to  lie  on  the  fn"  order  ™to 

table  for  one  day  before  action  be  taken  thereon,  in  order  to  timo"^of  next 

introduce  a  resolution  providino-  that  the  next  session  of  the  ^<'*^'<'"- 
^       MM 
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June  4, 1856.      General  Conference  commence  on  the  secojjd  Wednesday  of 

November,  A.  D.  1860. 
Motion  to  sns-       On  motion  of  John  A.  Collins,  the  motion  to  suspend  the 

pend  the  rule  ,  .  •"• 

laid    on    the  rule  for  the  purpose  specified  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a  vote 

of  94  to  50. 
Motion  to  ad-       John  A.  Collins  moved  that  the  Journal  be  now  read,  and 

journ  sine  die.  ' 

that,  as  soon  as  it  is  approved,  this  General  Conference  shall 
adjourn  sine  die. 
•Journals    read       The  Journal  was  then  read  and  approved,  and  at  ten 
Final   adjourn-  minutes  past  twelve  A.  M.,  June  4,  A.  D.  1856,  Conference 
™*'''-  adjourned  with  singing  the  Doxology,  and  with  the  benedic- 

tion by  Bishop  Ames. 

BEVEELY  WAUGH, 
THOMAS  A.  MORRIS, 
EDMUND  S.  JANES, 
LEVI  SCOTT, 
MATTHEW  SIMPSON, 
-  OSMON  C.  BAKER, 
EDWARD  R.  AMES, 
Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 

William  L.  Harris,  Secretary/. 

Benjamin  Griffen,  ^ 

John  S.  Martin,  .    .  „ 

T  T  r  Assistant  Secretaries. 

Jefferson  Lewis,     I 

James  Hill,  J 


APPENDIX. 


A. 

ADDRESS   OF  THE  BISHOPS. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren, — That  so  many  of  us  live  to  see  the 
twelfth  quadrennial  session  of  the  delegated  General  Conference,  is  an  oc- 
casion of  humble  thanksgiving  to  our  heavenly  Father.  In  view  of  the 
toils  and  perils  incident  to  our  calling,  the  extensive  range  of  our  work, 
with  all  its  variety  of  climate  and  disease,  our  preservation  is  more  than 
could  reasonably  have  been  expected.  We  recognize  here  with  pleasure 
the  friendly  countenances,  and  hear  the  familiar  voices,  of  many  senior 
brethren,  with  whom  we  have  long  been  accustomed  to  mingle  on  such  oc- 
casions, while  we  greet  with  equal  satisfaction  the  junior  members  of  the 
body,  who  are  strong  to  labor,  and  who  inspire  hope  for  the  future.  This 
pleasure  is  sensibly  heightened  by  the  presence  of  honored  brethren,  who 
represent  in  this  body  the  British  and  Canada  Conferences,  organizations  to 
which  we  sustain  a  fraternal  relation — a  relation  which  it  is  both  our  interest 
and  delight  to  strengthen  and  perpetuate.  We  also  enjoy  the  pleasure 
of  having  with  us  the  members  of  the  Irish  deputation,  who  visit  our 
Churches  to  solicit  sympathy  and  aid  in  their  laudable  efforts  to  pro- 
mote the  Wesleyan  form  of  Protestant  Christianity  in  Ireland.  The  dis- 
tant fields  and  diversified  interests  represented  by  them,  clearly  indicate  that 
our  beloved  Methodism,  at  once  expansive  and  concentric,  can  adapt  itself 
to  all  countries  without  losing  its  identity,  efliciency,  or  social  excellence. 
We  hail  these  representatives  from  different  branches  of  our  Father's  family 
as  brethren  beloved,  and  welcome  them  to  our  countiy,  to  our  conference, 
to  our  homes,  and  to  our  hearts. 

But  several  distinguished  brethren,  whose  presence  cheered  our  council 
four  years  ago,  have  finished  their  earthly  pilgrimage  and  entered  the 
promised  rest  above,  thus  reminding  us  that  we  are  all  passing  away. 
Among  these,  our  lamented  co-laborers,  Davis,  Clark,  and  Gary,  whose 
praise  is  in  all  the  Churches,  will  long  be  remembered  with  gratitude  by 
thousands  for  their  works'  sake.  The  announcement  of  their  names  re- 
minds us  of  their  venerable  forms,  refreshing  counsels,  and  triumphant 
deaths.  May  we  follow  them  as  they  followed  Christ.  What  changes 
await  us  in  the  four  years  to  come,  who  can  tell  ?  It  behooves  us  in  all 
places,  especially  here,  to  act  in  view  of  our  present  responsibility  and 
final  reckoning. 
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To  make  rules  and  regulations  for  twelve  thousand  ministers  and 
preachers,  and  about  eight  hundred  thousand  communicants,  is  a  highly 
responsible  work,  and  to  perform  the  task  aright,  requires  much  wisdom 
and  calm  reflection. 

In  the  exercise  of  this  prerogative,  you  will,  of  course,  have  constant 
reference  to  two  great  principles — to  ascertain  and  provide  for  the  real 
wants  of  the  Church  on  the  one  hand,  and  to  do  this  without  infringing 
her  constitutional  "  limitations  and  restrictions"  on  the  other. 

Such  measures  as  may  be  evidently  needful  and  clearly  constitutional, 
should  be  promptly  adopted ;  but  no  risk  should  be  taken  in  regard  to 
such  as  are  of  a  doubtful  character,  lest  the  unity  of  the  body  ecclesiastic 
be  periled. 

It  is  with  profound  respect  for,  and  fraternal  confidence  in,  the  judgment 
of  this  enlightened  body,  that  we  venture  upon  these  general  suggestions, 
and  trust  they  will  be  received  as  kindly  as  they  are  given. 

As  to  the  general  work  among  us,  its  progress  since  your  last  session 
has,  upon  the  whole,  been  encouraging.  This  statement  is  sustained  by 
satisfactory  proof.  In  1851  our  official  Minutes  reported  4,450  traveling 
preachers,  5,700  local  preachers,  and  721,804  members  and  proba- 
tioners; while  our  Minutes  in  1855  give  us  5,408  traveling  preach- 
ers, 6,610  local  preachei-s,  and  799,431  members  and  probationers, 
showing  a  net  increase  during  the  four  years  past  of  958  traveling  preach- 
ers, 910  local  preachers,  and  77,627  members  and  probationers.  The 
numerical  table,  however,  does  not  exhibit  all  the  fruit.  Our  brethren  and 
friends  have  enlarged  their  means  of  usefulness,  and  their  Uberality  in  em- 
ploying them.  To  name  only  a  few  items :  they  have  evinced  a  com- 
mendable zeal  in  the  erection  of  houses  of  worship,  both  as  to  the  number 
and  style  of  the  edifices ;  they  have  made  better  provision  for  the  support  of 
their  ministers  and  their  families,  and  largely  augmented  their  contributions 
for  missions  and  other  benevolent  objects  ;  thus  showing  a  growing  attach- 
ment to  Methodism,  and  an  increasing  appreciation  of  its  privileges. 
While  devising  these  liberal  things,  they  have,  at  different  seasons,  and  in 
numerous  places,  enjoyed  "  times  of  refreshing  from  the  presence  of  the 
Lord." 

And  now  what  we  need,  above  all  things,  is  such  humble,  active  prayer 
and  faith,  as  will  secure  a  general  outpouring  of  the  Holy  Spirit  upon  all 
the  preachers  and  their  congregations,  attended  with  convincing  truth, 
godly  sorrow,  and  saving  mercy,  and  resulting  in  Gospel  holiness  of  heart 
and  iife  throughout  our  extended  connection.  Such  a  visitation  of  heavenly 
influence  would  reanimate  our  organization  at  home,  and  impart  a  fresh 
impulse  to  our  foreign  work.  Then,  too,  the  Church  would  arise  by  faith 
and  assume  her  true  aggressive  and  missionary  character,  while  her  minis- 
ters would  be  clothed  with  salvation.  Revivals  of  experimental  and  prac- 
tical religion  develop  the  resources  of  the  Church,  and  supply  her  pulpits 
and  mission  fields  with  living  ministers — ministers  of  Christ's  own  choos- 
ing, converted,  called  of  God,  and  filled  with  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost. 
These  are  the  ministers  needed  everywhere,  in  town  and  in  country,  in  city 
and  foreign  stations ;  to  whom,  under  God,  we  may  confidently  look  for 
success,  and  without  them  but  little  may  be  expected. 

When  the  number  of  such  ministers  is  insuflScient  to  meet  the  demand, 


Address  of  the  Bishops.  193 

let  the  Cburcli  remember  the  words  of  Christ :  "  The  harvest  truly  is 
great,  but  the  laborers  are  few ;  pray  ye  therefore  the  Lord  of  the  harvest 
that  he  will  send  forth  laborers  into  his  harvest."  And  let  all  who  are 
thus  Divinely  called,  study  to  show  tliemselves  approved  unto  God. 

In  this  communication,  the  general  superintendents  cheerfully  submit 
for  your  approval,  or  correction,  their  official  administration  during  the 
last  quadrennial  term.  Our  official  acts  in  the  annual  conferences  will  be 
before  your  committees,  as  embodied  in  the  journals  thereof,  and  in  the 
General  Minutes.  Of  the  thirty-eight  annual  conferences  in  the  United 
States  and  territories,  no  one  has  failed  to  receive  our  attention,  or  been  left 
to  hold  a  session  without  our  presidency. 

The  work  on  the  Pacific  coast  has  been  duly  attended  to,  though  the 
fourth  annual  visit  has  been  postponed  until  after  this  General  Conference, 
because  of  a  desired  and  needful  change  in  the  time  of  holding  their 
annual  sessions.  In  accordance  with  the  recommendation  of  the  last 
General  Conference,  that  one  of  us  should  visit  Liberia  once  or  oftener 
during  the  last  four  years.  Bishop  Scott  visited  this  mission  work  in  the 
winter  of  1852-3,  and  on  hearing  his  report,  and  duly  considering  the 
subject,  we  were  of  the  opinion  that  another  episcopal  visitation  prior  to 
this  period  was  not  so  important  as  to  require  such  expense  and  service. 

Thus  ftir  our  joint  superintendence  has  operated  harmoniously,  so  that 
in  aW  essential  principles  and  usages  of  the  episcopal  administration,  as 
well  as  in  our  social  relations,  we  have  been  blessed  with  the  unity  of  the 
Spirit  and  the  bond  of  peace,  for  which  we  would  be  devoutly  thankful 
to  our  heavenly  Father. 

CHANGES  OF  DISCIPLINE. 

There  are  some  disciplinary  regulations  collaterally  connected  with  our 
work,  which  we  judge  may  properly  claim  your  careful  revision ;  and 
from  the  experience  secured  to  us  by  our  official  relation  to  the  executive 
administration,  we  deem  it  proper  to  invite  your  attention  to  them. 

The  rule  requiring  the  concurrent  advice  of  all  the  annual  conferences, 
to  authorize  the  bishops  to  call  an  extra  session  of  the  General  Conference, 
we  think  unnecessarily  restrictive.  We  have  now  thirty-eight  annual  con- 
ferences, and  a  probability  of  more ;  yet  any  one  of  them,  though  the  least 
of  all,  might  defeat  the  wishes  of  all  the  others  in  regard  to  an  extra 
session,  whatever  might  be  the  necessity  for  it.  We  respectfully  suggest 
that  any  state  of  afi'airs  which  would  satisfy  three  fourths  or  even  two 
thirds  of  the  annual  conferences,  and  the  bishops,  that  an  extra  session 
of  the  General  Conference  was  really  necessary,  should  be  deemed  a  suffi- 
cient reason  for  calling  it. 

The  number  of  representatives  forming  this  body  renders  it  too  large 
to  transact  business  with  convenience  and  dispatch,  and  may  perhaps 
suggest  to  yourselves,  as  it  does  to  us,  the  propriety  of  reducing  the  ratio      I    | 
of  representation.    There  is  already  constitutional  provision  for  such  reduc-      1 
tion,  so  as  to  authorize,  at  your  discretion,  not  less  than  one  representa- 
tive for  every  thirty  members  of  annual  conferences. 

During  the  past  four  years  several  cases  have  occurred  in  which  a 
change  of  the  place  of  holding  the  conference  has  been  desired.     Two 
13 
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conferences  the  Oregon  in  1853,  and  the  Missouri  in  1855,  were  changed 
h-om  the  places  appointed  at  the  previous  sessions,  such  a  course  having 
been  deemed  necessary.  We  commend  to  your  attention  the  propriety 
ot  some  disciplinary  enactment  touching  this  matter 

Questions  frequently  arise  in  our  administration  respecting  the  responsi- 
bility o  trustees  of  our  Church  property,  and  how  far  thev  are  subject  to 
the  control  of  quarterly  conference  action,  and  we  would  suggest  that  this 
relation  be  defined  by  some  explicit  enactment. 

in  JminTf '''''•  "^t"'"?  the  method  of  proceeding  against  accused  travel- 
liZTZ'Vm  T^""^  with  much  difficulty  in  its  practical  application. 
Among  the  difficulties  complained  of  are  the  followino-:  The  law  of  evi- 
dence IS  not  well  digested  or  fully  defined;  of  course  conferences  and  par- 
ties are  liable  to  be  perplexed.  The  tribunals  are  too  large  to  hope  for 
the  undivided  attention  of  all  the  members  during  the  progress  of  a  com- 
plex case,  and  the  loss  of  time  is  afflictive  to  a  large  body  of  pastors,  anx- 
ious to  bewith  their  families  and  flocks.  Some%ases  require  nelriy  a 
week  to  dispose  of  them,  during  which  all  other  business  is  suspended 
buppose  a  conference  of  one  hundred  members  spend  four  days  on  a  trial' 
then  four  hundred  days  of  ministerial  labor  are  lost  from  the  o-reat  work 
ot  their  vocation  ;  and  so  in  proportion  to  the  size  of  the  conference,  and 
the  time  consumed  in  each  case. 

We  suggest  whether  a  tribunal,  consisting  of  a  select  number  of  the 
conference,  might  not  be  formed,  and  authorized  to  try  all  cases  of  com- 
plaint  against  Its  members,  as  private  members  are  tried  by  a  select  num- 
ber of  he  society,  without  detaining  the  bishop  and  conference  from  their 
other  duties.  A  select  number,  not  exceeding  fifteen,  could  investigate  a 
case  more  conveniently,  and  secure  the  ends  of  justice  more  readilv  if  not 
more  certainly,  than  a  conference  of  one  hundred  or  one  hundred  and 

Similar  difficulties  are  felt  in  trying  appeals  by  this  body.  Cases  mar 
come  before  you  so  complex  and  voluminous,  that  the  mere  readin^r  of  the 
papers  pertaining  to  one  of  them  could  scarcely  be  accomplished  in  a 
whole  day,  to  say  nothing  of  the  time  spent  in  the  pleadings.  And  to 
expect  the  fixed  attention  of  over  two  hundred  delegates,  hurried  with 
other  important  business,  two  or  three  days  to  one  case,  is  unreasonable 
IJesides  under  tlie  present  rule,  it  often  occurs  that  a  brother  expelled  or 
suspended,  cannot  have  his  appeal  heard,  and  his  case  finally  determined 
tor  three  years  or  more.  ' 

To  obviate  these  difficulties  two  plans  have  been  suggested.  One  is  a 
delegated  annual  conference,  composed  of  one  member  from  each  annual 
conference,  with  authority  to  try  all  appeals,  whether  from  the  decision  of 
an  annual  conference  or  that  of  a  select  number  of  it,  without  occupying 
the  Genera  Conference  with  them,  or  subjecting  parties  to  injurious  and 
needless  de  ay.  The  same  delegated  annual  conference,  if  deemed  advi- 
sable, could  be  authorized  to  investigate  complaints  against  a  bishop 
allowing  him  an  appeal  to  the  General  Conference.  It  will  be  remem- 
bered that  attention  was  called  to  this  subject  at  your  session  of  1848 
and  that  it  was  resumed  in  1852,  but  under  the  pressure  of  many  inter- 
ests It  was  left  with  a  mass  of  unfinished  business.  The  chief  objection 
we  have  heard  to  this  plan  is  the  expense  and  loss  of  time  involved  in  attend- 
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ing  such  conference.     But  it  is  doubtful  whether  it  vvould  cost  more  time 
or  much  more  money  than  the  present  system  of  trymg  appeals      The 
Sshops  have  to  meet  yearly  after  the  conferences  are  over   and  could 
37  o'nect  their  meeting  With  that  of  the  delegated  annual  conferenc^ 
The  oUier  plan  suggested  for  relief,  is  a  District  Conference  of  Appeal 
in  ev  ry  epscopal  dttrict,  composed  of  two  delegates  from  each  annual 
conference  witWn  its  jurisdiction,  to  be  held  annually  after  the  other  con- 
Ten    s  are  X  and  authorized  to  try  appeals  from  the  decisions  of 
anuuTand  quarterly  conferences  within  its  bounds,  a  bishop  presidmg. 
This  District  Conference,  while  it  would  not  have  cogmzance  of  comp  ain  s 
Snstb  shops,  as  in  the  other  plan,  might  answer  so  far  as  appeals  are 
S    ned  from  the  annual  and  quarterly  conferences.     If  the  members 
Td  mintterHf  our  Church  have  the  right  of  trial  by  committee,  and  ot 
Speal  to  a  new  and  competent  tribunal,  their  constitutional  rights  are  se- 
cE     These  are  grave  matters,  and  worthy  of  patient  consideration  by 
Se  General  Conference.     As  cases  of  trial  and  appeal  increase  m  propor- 
tion as  oilr  ministers,  traveling  and  local,  multiply,  every  year's  experience 
renders  some  relief  more  and  more  desirable. 

The  Institutions  of  the  Church  claim  a  large  share  of  your  at- 
tention and  we  feel  assured  will  receive  all  the  consideration  which 
thelra'dmUted  importance  demands.  We  will  briefly  refer  to  a  few  of 
these. 


EDUCATION. 


In  presenting  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Conference  tt'^^mportant  sub- 
ject, it  affords  us  a  high  degree  of  gratification  to  report  this  ^  pa  tment 
is  being  in  a  prospero°us  condition.     The  Methodist  Episcopal  Church   al- 
most simultaneously  with  its  organization,  manifested  commendable  zeal 
k  arrancring  plans  for  the  diffusion  of  elementary  literature  and  science 
The  suc°ess^of  those  efforts  was  not  equal  to  the  reasonable  expectations 
of  the  friends  of  learning;  and  after  the  disastrous  fire  ^^ich  destroyed 
the  edifice  of  Cokesbury  College,  there  was  for  --//J^  ^^^  ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ress  made  in  carrying  into  effect  the  eariy  design  of  the  Church.    Indeed 
[n  connection  wit^i,  and  growing  out  of,  disheartening  failures,  a  state  of 
apparent  indifferen;e  and'inertnL  supervened.     But  from  tl- -pineness 
the  Church  has  been  fully  aroused  for  the  last  fourth  of  a  ce"tury^°^ 
the  extent  and  vigor  of  its  action  in  the  prosecution  of  this  cardinal  inter- 
est    o-ive  good  ground  for  confident   expectation   that   Methodism  will 
ne;er  agail  be  sfcond  to  any  of  the  Churches  of  Christendom  m  the  pros- 
ecution^f  this  grand  enterprise.     There  are,  under  the  Pf  o^^f.!^! 
^pervision  of  our  Church,  fourteen  chartered  institutions,  under  the  name 
and  stvle  of  university  or  college,  in  which  hberal  education  is  as  thoroughly 
and    uccessfuUy  imparted  asln  similar  schools  under  the  supervision  o 
other  denominations,  or  of  state  authorities.     Hundreds  of  the  sons  of  our 
members  and  fViends  are  being  trained  ^--;'^">V"  th^^^^"^Y"  riition 
posts  of  honor  and  usefulness  in  the  state  and  in  the  Church.    In  addition 
to  these,  we  have  some  seventy  or  more  academies  or  seminaries,  most  ol 
them  of  a  high  grade,  afi-ording  ample  literary  advantages  to  our  youth  of 
both  sexes.     Several  of  these  institutions,  however,  some  of  them  with 
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collegiate  powers,  are  exclusively  appropriated  to  female  education.  In 
these  institutions  there  are  large  numbers  of  young  ladies  (and  their  num- 
ber is  annually  increasing)  who  are  being  prepared  to  hll  with  dignity 
and  ability  the  very  important  stations  to  which  they  are  destined,  in  the 
progress  of  time,  in  the  domestic,  social,  and  religious  circles  of  life.  It  is 
cause  of  devout  thankfulness  to  God  that  our  institutions  of  learning  are 
so  frequently  blessed  with  revivals  of  religion.  We  commend  to  the  con- 
tinued fostering  care  of  the  General  Conference  and  of  the  Church,  all  our 
educational  interests.  We  would  suggest,  and  we  hope  without  giving 
offense,  that  the  number  of  our  colleges  may  be  augmented  injuriously  to 
the  general  cause  of  liberal  education  ;  and,  also,  if  there  were  a  less  liberal 
use  of  the  high-sounding  title  of  university,  in  connection  with  our  htera- 
ry  institutions,  it  would  bring  them  into  no  disesteem  with  the  thoughtful 
and  discriminating. 

If  Biblical  schools  were  yet  to  be  organized,  it  is  not  probable  that  we 
should  feel  called  upon  to  make  any  allusion  to  them.  But  they  actually 
exist  at  two  points,  and  prospectively,  perhaps,  at  others.  Several  annual 
conferences,  both  East  and  West,  have  approved  and  patronized  them, 
while  other  conferences  are  aiming  to  accomplish  similar  results  by  Bibli- 
cal departments  connected  with  literary  institutions.  If  it  be  the  judg- 
ment of  the  Church  that  Biblical  schools  are  desirable,  then  we  would 
suggest,  with  due  deference  to  all  concerned,  that  they  should  be  of  a 
connectional  character,  and  in  some  way  I'esponsible  to  the  General  Con- 
ference, so  that  their  management  and  teaching  shall  be  in  harmony  with 
the  doctrines  and  Discipline  of  the  Church. 


PUBLISHING  INTEREST. 

It  gives  us  great  pleasure  to  state  that  the  publishing  interest  has  gone 
forward  during  the  last  four  years  in  a  course  of  steady  and  encouraging 
prosperity.  For  details  we  refer  you  to  the  reports  of  the  Book  Agents 
and  Book  Committees;  but  the  following  statements,  drawn  mainly  ft-om 
these  reports,  exhibit  the  present  highly  satisfactory  condition  of  this  great 
interest. 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  our  various  periodicals  is  as  follows : 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal ' 29,875 

Western  Christian  Advocate 28,718 

Northern  Christian  Advocate 15,000 

Northwestern  Christian  Advocate 10,033 

Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate 8,000 

Sunday-School  Advocate 114,692 

Missionary  Advocate 34,000 

Christian  Apologist,  (German,) 6,967 

Quarterly  Review 2,721 

National  Magazine 16,876 

Ladies'  Repository 29,680 

The  whole  number  of  subscribers  to  our  various  periodicals  is  285,461 ; 
and  the  whole  number  of  single  copies  of  these  useful  publications,  issued 
and  scattered  abroad  in  a  year,  is  9,09*7,840. 
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The  Sunday-school,  the  Tract,  and  General  Catalogues  have  been 
enlarged  during  the  last  four  years  by  the  addition  of  543  new  works, 
including  314  bound  volumes,  and  229  tracts.  The  Sunday-school  Li- 
brary, in  its  various  series,  now  numbers  1,066  volumes. 

The  list  of  tract  publications  has  already  reached  the  respectable  num- 
ber of  12  tract  volumes,  and  585  tracts,  including  quite  a  number  in  the 
German,  Swedish,  and  Danish  languages ;  and  the  whole  number  of  sep- 
arate copies  of  books  and  tracts,  large  and  small,  issued  by  the  two  Con- 
cerns during  the  last  four  years,  is  15,588,926,  including  7,226,409  bound 
volumes,  and  8,362,517  tracts  and  pamphlets. 

THE  TRACT  CAUSE. 

The  action  of  the  last  General  Conference  in  reference  to  the  tract  cause 
gave  a  new  impulse  to  this  important  enterprise.  Nearly  all  the  annual 
conferences  have  formed  auxiliaries;  liberal  contributions  have  been  receiv- 
ed ;  and  the  distribution  of  tracts  and  books,  both  by  Churches  and  colpor- 
teurs, has  been  greatly  increased.  The  system,  however,  is  not  yet  fully 
matured,  and  the  uniformity  and  consistency  of  action  requisite  for  com- 
plete success  have  not  yet  been  attained.  We  trust  that  this  subject  will 
receive  your  careful  consideration. 

SUNDAY  SCHOOLS, 

The  Sunday-school  cause  is  certainly  among  the  most  efl3cient  auxiliaries 
of  the  Gospel  ministry.  It  is  the  hope  of  our  children,  and  they  are  the 
hope  of  the  Church.  By  our  published  reports,  it  appears  that  we  have 
an  aggregate  of  10,469  Sunday  schools,  113,159  officers  and  teachers, 
and  579,126  scholars,  making  a  very  gratifying  increase  in  this  department 
during  the  past  four  years. 

We  would  particularly  invite  your  attention  to  the  section  of  the  Dis- 
cipline respecting  the  religious  instruction  of  children,  and  VFOuld  suggest 
that  such  modifications  be  made  as  will  place  our  children  more  fully  un- 
der the  watch-care  and  instruction  of  the  Church,  and  especially  that  a 
more  detailed  plan  be  devised,  which  will  render  the  pastoral  duty  there 
specified  more  practical. 

mssiONS. 

Though  the  annual  contributions  to  our  Parent  Missionary  Society  have 
not  increased  during  the  last  year  or  two,  yet  the  average  amount  for  the 
last  four  years  greatly  exceeds  that  of  any  former  period.  Through  the 
cooperation  of  this  society  our  itinerant  ministry  has  kept  pace  with  the 
enlarging  fields  upon  our  Western  frontier,  embracing  the  work  in  Cali- 
fornia, and  in  the  territories  of  Oregon,  Washington,  Minnesota,  Kansas, 
and  Nebraska.  Assistance  has  been  given  to  societies  in  sparselv  settled 
portions  of  the  country,  and  new  churches  have  been  erected  in  the  sub- 
urbs of  our  gi-owing  cities.  The  foreign  population  annually  crowding  our 
shores  and  settling  in  all  parts  of  our  territory,  has  received  the  attention 
of  the  Missionary  Board,  The  work  among  the  Germans  has  continued 
to  enlarge  and  prosper.     The  efforts  among  the  Scandinavian  immigrants 
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have  been  very  successful,  and  missions  among  the  Welsh  and  French 
are  still  favored  with  a  measure  of  prosperity. 

The  foreign  department  of  our  missionary  work  has  continued  to  share 
largely  m  the  interest  and  attention,  both  of  the  Church  and  tLe  Board 
^o  stations  m  foreign  lands  have  been  abandoned,  and  most  of  them  have 
been  enlarged.  The  Liberia  Mission  Conference  has  been  prosperous  and 
IS  gradually  strengthening.  ' 

_  Additional  missionaries  have  been  sent  to  strengthen  our  important  and 
interesting  mission  in  China,  and  also  to  South  America.  Missionaries 
have  been  sent  to  Norway  and  Sweden,  and  already  a  good  decree  of 
success  has  been  enjoyed,  and  the  prospect  of  usefulness  In  the  future  is 
encouraging.  A  mission  has  been  established  in  India,  and  one  of  our 
active  and  esteemed  brethren  has  recently  sailed  for  that  land  as  superin- 
tendent. The  mission  m  Germany  has  been  highly  prosperous.  There 
will,  probably,  be  a  memorial  before  you  from  our  brethren  there,  request- 
mg  that  they  may  be  constituted  a  Mission  Annual  Conference  with 
authority  to  receive  preachers  and  elect  them  to  orders  under  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Discipline  governing  such  cases.  The  mission  in  Germany  has 
ever  been  regarded  with  much  fevor  by  our  brethren  and  friends  and  has 
been  signally  owned  and  blessed  of  God ;  and  we  doubt  not  that  the  Gen- 
eral Conference  will  be  disposed  to  promote  its  interest  by  all  lawful  and 
practicable  means  at  their  command.  For  details  we  refer  you  to  the  su- 
perintendent of  that  mission,  who  is  present. 

Your  special  attention  will  again  be  needed  to  the  wants  of  our  breth- 
ren on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  more  particularly  as  to  the  exercise  of 
episcopal  functions.  Two  points  are  clear  to  us:  first,  that  episcopal 
authority  on  the  spot  is  very  desirable  for  the  interest  of  the  mission  in 
Liberia;  secondly,  that  it  cannot  be  regularly  furnished  from  this  country 
without  embarrassing  our  home  work.  How  it  may  best  be  supplied  is 
for  you  to  determine.     Three  modes  have  been  suggested :  first  for  the 

Srtr  1  r  !T  •'  ^'^  ""F^T^  f  ^'?^1''  '"^^  '^""^  ^'"^  t«  organize' them  as 
the  Me  hodis  Episcopal  Church  of  Africa;  second,  to  let  them  organize 
themselves,  elect  their  bishop,  and  send  him  to  us  for  ordination  •  third 
to  appoint  a  missionary  bishop  to  take  charge  of  that  work,  we  retaining 
jurisdiction  over  it.  As  this  subject  has  received  much  attentio^lfr^  yo^ 
heretofore  we  shall  not  dwell  upon  it;  but  we  trust  you  will  be  able  to 
make  such  provision  as  will  secure  the  best  interests  of  all  concerned 
J3ut  whatever  disposition  may  be  made  of  the  case,  we  hope  the  brethren 
ot  Liberia  will  never  cease  to  receive  our  Christian  sympathy,  and  that  the 
missionary  dividend  will  be  continued  to  them  as  long  as  they  need  and 
properly  use  it.  s  jr        ^  <*"^ 

The  chief  obstacle  encountered  in  prosecuting  our  foreign  work,  arises 
from  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  a  sufficient  number  of  missionaries  of 
suitable  qualifications.  There  are  frequent  and  embarrassing  delays  in 
organizing  missions,  and  getting  them  under  way ;  and  when  on  the  spot, 
active  movements  in  beginning  the  work  are  necessarily  deferred  for  want 
of  sufiicient  information  as  to  the  language,  laws,  customs,  and  manners 
ot  the  inhabitants  In  some  instances,  before  these  difficulties  are  over- 
come, and  the  work  fairly  commenced,  the  missionaries  become  discouraged 
on  account  of  the  climate,  or  the  small  prospect  of  immediate  success,  Ind 
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quit  the  field.  Thus  double  expense  is  incurred  in  going  and  ijturnjng ; 
much  time  is  lost,  and  the  enterprise  embarrassed,  if  not  defeated,  and  the 
natives  still  left  in  the  darkness  and  misery  of  s,n  and  on  the  way  to  per- 
dition We  need  a  class  of  brethren  who  W)ll  deliberately  make  up  their 
minds'  to  take  this  work  for  life,  and  adhere  to  it  through  weal  and  w-oe 

Some  look  for  relief  to  a  Missionary  Seminary,  where,  under  competent 
preceptors,  candidates  might  be  directed  in  such  a  course  of  reading  and 
Ftud  as  would  prepare  them  for  their  particular  fields  ot  laboi-,  and  where 
brethren  set  apai-t  for  the  foreign  work  would  be  comparatively  free  from 
temptation  to  turn  aside  to  other  pursuits. 

Havino-  thus  adverted  to  the  embarrassments  connected  with  this  sub- 
ject, we  lubmit  it  to  your  consideration  to  provide  a  remedy. 


SLAVERY. 


In  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  Troy,  Erie,  North  Ohio,  and 
Wisconsin  Conferences,  different  resolutions,  asking  a  change  m  the 
General  Rule  on  slavery,  were  laid  before  all  the  annual  conferences  tor 
their  concurrence.  The  result  will  be  found  by  inspection  of  the  Journals ; 
but  we  believe,  no  one  of  these  resolutions  received  the  constitutional 
mai'oritv  of  the  memberS  of  the  annual  conferences.  In  view  of  this  fact, 
the  question  may  arise,  whether  this  body  has  authority  to  change  the 
Discipline  upon  this  subject  so  as  to  affect  membership  in  the  Church. 
We  are  aware  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the  consideration  of  the 
desirableness  of  anv  measure  from  its  constitutionality,  and  especially 
so  whore  deep  feeling  on  the  subject  may  exist.  Yet  y.-e  think  it 
to  be  our  duty  to  express  our  strong  doubts  whether,  m  view  of  the 
restricted  powers  of  a  delegated  General  Conference,  any  measure  equiva- 
lent to  a  change  in  the  General  Rules  can  be  constitutionally  adopted 
without  the  con^'currence  of  the  annual  conferences.  As  to  the  propriety 
of  anv  modifications  not  of  such  a  character  as  to  conflict  with  the  consti- 
tutional economy  of  the  Church,  while  opinions  and  views  may  be 
various,  we  can  fully  confide  in  the  wisdom  of  this  General  Conference  as 
the  supreme  council  of  the  Church.  ^ 

In  our  administration  in  the  territory  where  slavery  exists,  we  have 
been  careful  not  to  transcend  in  any  instance,  or  in  any  respect,  ^vhat  we 
understood  to  be  the  will  and  direction  of  the  General  Conference.  That 
body  having  retained  its  iurisdiction  over  conferences  previously  existing 
in  such  territory,  and  having  directed  the  organization  of  additional  con- 
ferences it  became  our  duty  to  arrange  the  districts,  circmts,  and  stations, 
and  to  superintend  them  as  an  integral  part  of  the  Church.  As  the 
result  we  have  six  annual  conferences  which  are  wholly  or  in  part  in 
slave 'territory.  These  conferences  have  a  white  Church  membership, 
includincr  probationers,  of  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty-three 
'  thousand  with  the  attendants  upon  our  ministry  making  a  probable 
population  of  between  five  and  six  hundred  thousand.  They  have  a 
colored  Church  membership,  including  probationers,  of  more  than  twenty- 
eiffht  thousand,  with  the  attendants  upon  our  ministry  making  a  probable 
population  of  upward  of  a  hundred  thousand.  A  portion  of  this  popula- 
tion are  slaves.    The  others  are  mostly  poor.    They  are  generally  strongly 
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attached  to'  the  Church  of  their  choice,  and  look  to  it  confidingly  for 
ministerial  services,  religious  sympathy,  and  all  the  offices  of  Christian 
kindness.  The  white  membership  in  these  conferences,  in  respect  to 
intelligence,  piety,  and  attachment  to  Methodist  Discipline  and  economy, 
will  compare  favorably  with  other  portions  of  the  Church. 

In  our  judgment,  the  existence  of  these  conferences  and  Churches  under 
their  present  circumstances,  does  not  tend  to  extend  or  perpetuate  slavery. 
They  are  known  to  be  organized  under  a  Discipline  which  characterizes 
slavery  as  a  gTeat  evil ;  which  makes  the  slaveholder  ineligible  to  any 
official  station  in  the  Church,  where  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  he 
lives  will  admit  of  emancipation,  and  permit  the  liberated  slave  to  enjoy 
freedom;  which  disfranchises  a  traveling  minister  who  by  any  means 
becomes  the  owner  of  a  slave  or  slaves,  unless  he  executes,  if  it  be  prac- 
ticable, a  legal  emancipation  of  such  slaves,  conformably  to  the  laws  of  the 
state  wherein  he  fives ;  which  makes  it  the  duty  of  all  the  ministers  to 
enforce  upon  all  the  members  the  necessity  of  teaching  their  slaves  to 
read  the  word  of  God,  and  allowing  them  time  to  attend  upon  the  public 
worship  of  God  on  our  regular  days  of  Divine  service ;  Avhich  prohibits 
the  buying  and  selling  of  men,  women,  and  children  with  an  intention  to 
enslave  them,  and  inquires  what  shall  be  done  for  the  extirpation  of  the 
evil  of  slavery. 

With  this  Discipline  freely  circulated  among  the  people,  or  certainly 
within  the  reach  of  any  who  desire  to  examine  it,  and  with  other  Churches 
existing  in  the  same  territory  without  these  exactments,  these  societies 
and  conferences  have,  either  by  elective  affinity  adhered  to,  or  from  pref- 
erence associated  with,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  In  a  few 
instances  their  Church  relations  have  exposed  them  to  some  peril,  and  in 
numerous  cases  to  sacrifices.  But  such  have  been  their  moral  worth,  and 
.Christian  excellence,  and  prudent  conduct,  that  generally  they  have  been 
permitted  to  enjoy  their  religious  immunities,  and  serve  and  worship  God 
according  to  their  consciences. 

And  now,  brethren,  in  conclusion,  will  you  suffer  the  word  of  exhorta- 
tion? We  have  long  regretted  two  things  connected  with  General 
Conference  proceedings,  namely,  needless  loss  of  time  in  the  early  part  of 
the  session,  and  too  much  haste  toward  its  termination.  We  trust  that 
on  this  occasion  both  will  be  avoided ;  that  the  Conference  will  enter 
upon  its  duties  promptly,  and  that  every  member  will  patiently  remain  at 
his  post  until  every  part  of  it  is  duly  considered  and  regularly  disposed  of. 
We  trust  your  deliberations  will  be  characterized  by  fraternal  courtesy 
and  a  devotional  spirit.  May  the  Spirit  of  all  grace  descend  upon  you, 
and  upon  the  whole  Church,  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.     Amen. 

Beverly  Waugh, 
Thomas  A.  Morris, 
Edmund  S.  Janes, 
Levi  Scott, 
Matthew  Simpson, 
OsMON  C,  Baker, 
Edward  R.  Ames. 
Indianapolis,  May  3,  1866. 
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ADDRESS  OF  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Reverend  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the 
United  States: 

LoJiDON,  April  1,  1856. 

Rev  and  Dear  Brethren  :  This  letter  will,  we  trust,  be  delivered  to 
vou  bv'the  Rev.  John  Hannah,  D.  D.,  the  representative  apponited  by  the 
Conference  held  at  Leeds,  in  August  last,  to  attend  tlie  General  Confer- 
ence of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  at  Indianapolis,  and  the  Kev. 
Frederic  James  Jobson,  appointed  to  accompany  and  assist  Dr.  Hannah. 
The  ministers  assembled  at  the  Conference  had  smcere  pleasure  in  thus 
deputinn-  two  of  their  highly  esteemed  brethren  to  visit  your   General 
Conference,  and  to  convey  to  you  in  person  the  assurance  of  tha    affec- 
tionate and  respectful  regard  which  they  cherish  for  the  Churcn  over 
which  you  preside,  and  their  cordial  desire  for  the  maintenance  of  such  ^ 
relations  between  the  two  bodies  as  befit  their  common  origin  and  their 
substantial  unity.     We  have  sincerely  regretted  the  occurrence  of  any 
circumstances  capable  of  being  so  misconstrued,  as  to  seem  indicative  ot 
a  diminished  regard  for  you  and  your  Church  ;  and  we  take  this^  oppor- 
tunity of  again  assuring  you  that,  notwithstanding  the  absence  ot  a  rep- 
resentative from  us  at  your  last  General  Conference,  and  the  accidental 
and  inexpUcable  failure  of  our  communication  in  1849,  we  have  never 
ceased  to  love  you  as  brethren,  to  honor  you  as  the  Lord  s  instruments 
for  accomplishing  a  great  spiritual  work,  to  rejoice  in  your  stability  and 
increase,  and  to  wish  you  all  possible  comfort  and  usefulness.     But  on 
the^e  matters  we  will  not  further  enlarge,  nor  do  we  think  it  needful 
now  to  enter  into  extended  statements  concerning  the  circumstances  and 
prospects  of  our  connection.     These  will  be  fully  represented  to  you  by 
our  representative  and  his  companion.     It  has  aflbrded  us  much  satis- 
faction  that  this    mission    of  fraternal  love    has   been    undertaken  by 
brethren  so  eminently  qualified  to  convey  all  needful  information  respect- 
ing our  affairs  and  our  habitual  sentiments  toward  you.     Still  less  neces- 
sary is  it  for  us  to  bespeak  for  them  your  confidence  and  kindness      Dr. 
Hannah  is  not  unknown  to  you,  having  accompanied  the  venerable  Mr. 
Reece  to  your  General  Conference   more  than  thirty  years  ago  ;  and 
were  he  without  this  advantage,  we  are  persuaded  that  you  would  not 
fail  to  "  receive  him  and  his  companion  in  the  Lord  as  becometh  saints. 
A  recent  instance  of  your  kindness  in  this  respect  to  the  deputation  sent 
by  the  last  Irish  Conference  to  solicit  help  for  the  work  of  God  m  Ire- 
land, is  fully  appreciated  by  us,  and  will  doubtless  be  (m  due  time) 
suitably  acknowledged  by  the  proper  parties.     During   the   last  few 
weeks  we  have  heard  with  deep  concern  rumors  of  disagreements,  m- 
volvincr  apprehensions  of  hostility,  between  the  United  States  and  Great 
Britain,  but  we  trust  that  they  are  rathei'  to  be  regarded  as  arising  from 
complications  of  political  partisanship  than  as  implying  a  prevalent  na- 
tional sentiment,  or  even  a  grave  purpose  or  tendency  on  the  part  ot 
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the  rulers  of  either  country.  Most  sincerely  should  we  (and  we  doubt 
not  you  also)  deplore  that  any  misunderstandinnr  should  be  allowed  to- 
sever  those  bonds  of  fraternal  amity  and  common  interest  in  Avhicli  our 
respective  countries  have  so  long  been  held,  and  to  plunge  into  war  the 
two  nations  who  ought  to  be  most  closely  united.  Our  mutual  prayers 
will,  we  trust,  avail  with  the  great  Ruler  of  nations  to  avert  so  dire  a 
calamity.  Accept,  dear  and  reverend  brethren,  in  conclusion,  our  best 
wishes  for  the  blessing  of  God  upon  yourselves  and  your  approaching 
Conference,  and  for  the  continual  prosperity  of  his  work  throughout  the 
widely-extended  region  over  which  your  charge  extends.  May  he  make 
you  perfect  in  every  good  work,  to  do  his  will,  working  in  you  that 
which  is  well  pleasing  in  his  sight,  through  Jesus  Christ,  to  whom  be 
glory  forever  and  ever,  Amen. 

Signed  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference, 

Isaac  Kjieling,  President. 


c. 

REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  BRITISH  CONFERENCE. 

The  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United 
States  to  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  of  Great  Britain^  to 
assemble  at  Bristol  on  Wednesday,  July  30,  1856  : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Your  fraternal  letter 
from  London,  of  April  1,  1856,  addressed  to  our  bishops,  Avas  presented 
and  read  to  this  Conference  on  the  second  day  of  our  session.  At  the 
same  time  were  introduced  to  the  Conference  )'our  and  our  highly-es- 
teemed brethren,  Dr.  Hannah  and  Mr.  Jobson  ;  now  much  more  highly 
esteemed  in  love,  for  their  works'  sake,  since  they  have  exercised  among 
us  the  "  ministry  of  reconciliation,"  proclaiming  to  us  "  the  love  of 
Christ  which  passeth  knowledge,"  and  have  gone  in  and  out  among  us, 
socially  and  officially,  for  many  days. 

We  cordially  thank  you,  dear  brethren,  for  sending  among  us,  for  a 
season,  these  "  sei-vants  of  the  Most  High  God."  In  Dr.  Hannah  many 
of  our  elder  brethren  have  rejoiced  to  meet  a  minister  of  Christ  in  the 
full  maturity  of  years  and  wisdom  ;  whom  you  have  now  twice  made 
your  president ;  whom  they  saw  and  heard  in  the  fervor  of  his  youth- 
ful zeal. 

In  Mr.  Jobson,  his  clerical  companion,  we  found  a  Wesleyan  minister, 
whose  cultivated  taste,  genial  spirit,  fervent  mind,  and  evangelical  min- 
istry, enshrined  him  in  our  wannest  love,  and  led  us  to  hope  that  we, 
or  our  successors,  may  again  see  and  hear  him  in  our  "  delightsome 
land." 

These  brethren  beloved  have  told  us  of  the  times  of  refreshing  from 
the  presence  of  the  Lord,  with  which  you  have  been  favored  since  the 
last  "  troublous  times "  in  which  you  have  been  tried.  In  this  we  do 
rejoice,  yea,  and  will  rejoice.     God  has  also  sent  us  prosperity.     In  the 
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four  years  since  our  last  General  Conference  we  have  greatly  enlarged 
our  bounds  and  increased  our  numbers.  Our  MnuUe^  show  a  net  add  - 
Tn  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  traveling  preachers,  --  --^r^d 
and  ten  local  preachers,  and  seventy-seven  thousand  six  ^und.ed  and 
?wentv-seven  members  and  probationers.  Our  missionary  con  ributions 
h^ve  exceeded  former  time's,  and  our  missions,  domestic  and  toreign 
have  been  signally  honored  by  the  One  Father,  who  is  above  all,  and 

^'?:fV;lli^fr:mt  proceedings  of  this  Con^renc.  O^t  w.  l^e 
taken  measures  to  aid  our  brethren  and  yours  m  Ireland  by  men  and 
r^eans  and  instructed  the  delegates  who  may  be  elected  to  attend  your 
Conference  also  to  visit  the  Irish  Conference.  k.+  u-ppti  nnr 

We  heartily  reciprocate  your  prayers  for  unbroken  peace  between  our 
kindred  and  Protestant  nations,  to  whom  the  God  of  all  the  f^^.hes  o 
t^e   earth  has  committed   so  many  great  trusts.     May  the  Pnnce  of 
Peace  continue  to  avert  war,  and  unite  us  forever  m  "the  bond  of 
peace."     Thus  may  Ave, 

"  One  in  heart,  in  interest,  and  design, 

Gird  up  each  other  for  the  race  divine  ; 

until  God,  by  us, 

"  Shall  fill  the  earth  with  golden  fruit, 
With  ripe  millennial  love." 
We  have  chosen  as  our  honored  representatives  f  «^; ^^^Ij^^^^^P" 
son,  D.  D.,one  of  our  seven  bishops  ;  and  as  co-delegate,  John  M  Clm- 
tock.  D.  D.,  well  known  on  your  side  of  the  ocean  :  men  who  have  been 
hicrhly  approved  among  our  Churches,  and  honored  of  God. 

^In  condusion,  revere^nd  and  dear  fathers  and  brethren,  we  commend 
vou  to  God,  and  pray  that  our  loA^e  may  abound  yet  more  and  mo  em 
knowledcre  and  in  all  judgment,  that  we  may  approve  things  that  are 
exce  lent!  that  we  maybe^incere  and  without  oftense  till  the  day  of 
Christ  being  filled  with  the  fruits  of  righteousness  which  are  by  Jesus 
Christ,  unto  the  glory  and  praise  of  God. 
Indianapolis,  June  3,  1856. 


D. 

ADDRESS  OF  THEWESLEYAN  METHODIST  CONFERENCE  U  CANADA. 

To  the  Reverend  tJie   Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  in  conference  assembled: 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  «  Grace  be  unto  you, 
and  peace  from  God  the  Father,  and  from  our  Lord  Jesus  Chnst. 

Permit  us,  your  sons  and  brethren  in  the  Gospel,  to  present  to  you 
our  respectful  acknowledgments  for  the  kind  and  affectionate  manner  m 
which  you  received  our  representative,  the  Rev.  Dr.  Green,  as  well  as 
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for  the  appointment  of  a  distinguished  member  of  your  body  to  repre- 
sent you  in  our  Conference.  We  anticipated  with  much  pleasure  the 
visit  of  Mr.  Gary  to  our  country,  but  have  to  regret  that  he  was  re- 
moved from  his  high  position  in  the  Church  mihtant,  before  our  antici- 
pations were  reahzed.  We  sympathize  with  you  in  this  bereavement, 
which  has  not  only  removed  from  your  ranks  "  a  brother  whose  praise 
was  in  all  the  Churches,"  but  in  the  absence  of  any  substitute  to  fill  his 
place,  has  for  a  season  deprived  us  of  that  interchange  of  personal  com- 
munication which  is  so  desirable  and  beneficial. 

It  is  a  matter  of  much  thankfulness  to  the  Divine  Being,  that  while, 
year  after  year,  he  is  removing  to  their  eternal  reward  the'  fathers  of 
the  Church — those  holy,  self-denying  veterans  who  first  planted  Churches 
in  the  wilds  of  America — he  is  also  raising  up  a  promising  class  of  young 
men,  filled  with  faith  and  the  Holy  Ghost,  to  carry  on  the  glorious 
warfare. 

We  regret  that  no  address  has  reached  us  from  the  last  session  of 
your  venerable  body ;  but  the  want  of  a  letter  from  you  has,  in  some 
degree,  been  supplied  by  the  good  tidings  brought  back  by  our  own 
representative,  and  from  other  authentic  sources,  by  which  we  rejoice  to 
learn  that  you  have  peace  in  all  your  borders,  and  are  blessed  with  a 
good  degree  of  prosperity  thi-oughout  your  entire  work. 

Your  noble  efforts  in  the  cause  of  religious  and  collegiate  education 
are  above  all  praise.  These  combined  and  continued  efforts  to  form 
and  elevate  the  moral  and  intellectual  character  of  the  rising  generation, 
cannot  fail,  we  think,  to  inspire  confidence  in  the  wisdom  of  your  coun- 
cils, and  confer  lasting  and  untold  benefits  upon  the  country  at  large. 

We  have  looked  with  the  liveliest  interest  upon  your  missionary  oper- 
ations, and  especially  upon  the  extension  of  j-^our  work  in  foreign  lands. 
The  position  you  occupy  is  onerous  and  commanding.  For  a  long 
time  the  first  Church  in  your  country  in  point  of  numbers,  and  now  also 
in  point  of  wealth,  it  cannot  but  be  gratifying  to  all  the  lovers  of  our 
Zion,  to  notice  the  zeal  with  which  you  employ  the  appliances  at  com- 
mand in  sending  abroad  the  "  glad  tidings  "  of  salvation. 

At  home,  God  has  enabled  you  to  turn  a  barren  wilderness  into  a 
fruitful  field,  and  make  the  "  desert  rejoice  and  blossom  as  the  rose ;" 
and  we  praise  God  on  your  behalf,  that  he  has  enabled  you  to  send 
back  the  pure  flame  of  the  Gospel  truth,  to  bless  the  country  of  Luther, 
and  re-illumine  the  land  of  the  Reformation. 

Accept,  dear  brethren,  our  best  wishes  and  fervent  prayers,  that  in 
these  and  in  all  other  departments  of  your  great  and  widely-extending 
operations,  the  blessings  of  the  Lord  may  continue  to  rest  upon  you, 
causing  you  to  abound  more. and  more  in  ever}'  good  word  and  work  ; 
for,  while  he  is  your  leader,  "  ye  shall  go  out  with  joy,  and  be  led  forth 
with  peace  ;  the  mountains  and  the  hills  shall  break  forth  before  you 
into  singing,  and  all  the  trees  of  the  field  shall  clap  their  hands.  Instead 
of  the  thorn  shall  come  up  the  fir-tree,  and  instead  of  the  briar  shall 
come  up  the  myrtle-tree  ;  and  it  shall  be  to  the  Lord  for  a  name,  for  an 
everlasting  sign  that  shall  not  be  cut  oft'." 

It  will,  we  doubt  not,  afford  you  much  pleasure  to  learn  that  the 
present  is  a  happy  and  prosperous  day  with  us  in  Canada.     The  demon 
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of  discord  is  not  permitted,  as  formerly,  to  scatter  his  "  fii-ebrands 
arrows,  and  death.''  Peace  reigns  in  our  Church;  joy  dwells  m  our 
hearts,  and  God,  even  our  God,  is  causing  us  to  trmmph  ^  every  de- 
partment of  the  work  committed  to  our  care.  Our  peop  e  take  a  deep 
Fnterest  and  manifest  a  giowing  liberality  in  supportmg  the  institu  ions 
7  h  Churc" .  Since  le  las?  addressed  you  they  have  doubled  their 
contributions  for  the  sustentation  of  our  missions.  All  our  connect  ona 
funds  are  well  sustained,  and  we  can  recollect  no  period  m  oui  Chui  ch  s 
history  when  so  many  beautiful  and  commodious  edifices  were  being 
erected  for  Divine  worship  as  at  the  present  time.  .  i  „  ,    ^„^ 

Victoria  College  is  increasing  in  popularity  and  usefulness,  and 
we  are  making  arrangements  for  a  more  thorough  and  liberal  traimng 
of  such7oung°men  in  our  Church  as  are  called  to  the  Christian  mm- 

''^Tlie  field  of  our  operations  has  been  greatly  enlarged  of  late,  by  the 
union  and  consolidation  of  Wesleyan  Methodism  in  the  tvvo  Canadas  and 
the  Hudson's  Bay  Territory.  By  mutual  arrangements  between  us  and 
the  British  Conference,  all  the  Wesleyan  societies  throughout  this  vast 
reoion  of  country  have  been  placed  under  our  care.  A  wide  field  for 
benevolent  and  Christian  enterprise  is  thiis  opened  up  ^^^01^  us-a 
field  extending  from  the  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  Ocean,  and  from  the 
great  Lakes  to  the  Arctic  regions,  everywhere  dotted  with  humaa 
beint^s  waiting  for  the  bread  of  life. 

We  have  much  reason  to  be  thankful  for  the  measure  of  success 
which  has  crowned  our  missionary  efforts  among  the  Indian  tribes  and 
newlv-scttled  portions  of  country.  Our  missionaries  are  pioneering 
these  rough  and  rugged  portions  of  the  field,  as  did  your  fathers  afore- 
ime;  new  missions  lire  being  every  year  formed,  and  yet  the  cry  is 
continually  heard,  "Come  over  and  help  us."  In  the  strength  of 
Divine  grace,  and  in  constant  dependence  upon  that  as^stance  which 
such  giace  alone  can  impart,  we  hope  to  continue  our  forts  until  the 
.•wilderness  shall"  indeed  "become  a  fruitful  field,  and  ^e  fruitful  field 
be  counted  for  a  forest."  But  we  are  not  ignorant  of  the  ditiiculties 
that  lie  in  our  way,  and  the  combinations  of  error  with  which  we  must 
constantly  contend.  ^         ,  ■■ 

We  have  the  most  unwavering  confidence  m  the  Gospel  we  preach 
We  know  it  to  be  the  power  of  God  unto  salvation  to  every  one  that 
believeth,  and  must  eventually  subdue  the  world  to  the  obedience  of 
Christ      But,  while   we  are  thus  confident,  and  can  have  no  doubt  ot 
the  final  issue,  we  are  reminded  by  the  increasing  boldness  of  our  toes, 
and  the  dangerous  leaven  of  error  which  is  working  m  different  portions 
of  the  community,  that  we  have  something  more  to  do  than  to     hold 
fast  the  form  of  sound  words,"  which  our  fathers  have  left  for  our  guid- 
ance     Popery,  with  its  kindred  errors,  is  still  rampant  in  our  land      ihe 
bold  manner  in  which  its  emissaries  are  endeavoring  to  revu^e  that  an- 
cient heresy  which  seeks  to  extinguish  that  light  which  the  Reformation 
with  an  open  Bible  has  shed  upon  the  world,  admonishes  us,  not  only  to 
contend  earnestly  for  the  "faith  once  delivered  to  the  samts,    but  care- 
fully to  watch  over  our  own   spirits  and   affections,  that  we  may  con- 
stantly experience  the  rich  benefits  of  deep  personal  piety,  and  preacn 


206  Reply  to  the  Address  from  the  Canada  Conference. 

the  incorruptible  truths  of  the  Gospel  under  the  abiding  influences  of 
God  the  Spirit. 

We  have  appointed  as  our  representatives  to  your  venerable  body,  our 
honored  and  much  respected  brethren,  the  Rev,  Enoch  Wood,  President 
of  the  Conference,  (should  he  be  able  to  attend,  or  the  Rev.  John  Ry- 
erson,  co-delegate,)  and  the  Rev.  Richard  Jones  ;  brethren  beloved,  in 
whose  piety  and  judgment  we  have  the  utmost  confidence  ;  and  to 
whom  we  refer  you  for  any  further  information  which  you  may  desire 
concerning  our  affairs. 

That  you  may  abound  more  and  more  in  every  good  word  and  work, 
and  see  the  Church  committed  to  your  care  rise  still  higher  in  piety, 
liberality,  and  general  usefulness,  is  the  constant  prayer,  dear  brethren, 
of  your  sons  in  the  Gospel  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ. 
Signed  in  behalf  of  the  Conference, 

London,  C.  W.,  June,  1855,  S.  D,  Rice,  Secretary. 


KEPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  CANADA  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Members  of  the  Canada  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference  : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Brethren  :  We  rejoice  in  another  opportunity 
of  renewing  our  former  assurances  of  love  and  good-will. 

The  presence  among  us  of  the  two  honored  representatives  of  your 
Conference,  the  Rev,  John  Ryerson  and  the  Rev,  Richard  Jones,  has 
had  the  effect  to  bind  our  hearts  more  closely  to  yours  in  the  strong 
bonds  of  Christian  charity,  while  their  public  ministrations  among  us 
have  also  tended,  we  trust,  to  draw  our  affections  more  and  more  to 
heavenly  things.  The  famihar  Christian  intercourse  and  fellow-feeling 
of  these  excellent  brethren,  united  with  similar  manifestations  of  the 
same  spirit,  from  the  delegates  of  the  British  and  Irish  Wesleyan  Con- 
ferences, have,  both  by  word  and  deed,  brought  home  to  our  hearts  in 
all  its  sweetness,  the  truth  of  that  often  repeated,  but  always  refreshing 
declaration,  that  "Wesleyan  Methodism  is  one  in  all  the  earth." 

We  have  learned,  with  unfeigned  gratitude  to  the  Giver  of  all  good, 
both  from  your  fraternal  letter,  and  also  more  in  detail  from  your  rep- 
resentatives, of  your  continued  and  even  increasing  prosperity.  Your 
zeal  and  your  success,  in  your  great  enterprises  of  Christian  benevo- 
lence, inspire  a  glorious  hope  for  your  future.  The  peace  that  reigns  in 
all  your  borders  ;  the  hberality  of  your  contributions  to  benevolent  pur- 
poses ;  your  increasing  educational  facilities ;  your  self-sacrificing  min- 
istry ;  your  rapidly-multiplying  Churches ;  your  success  in  saving 
souls ;  your  wide-spreading  missionary  fields ;  your  unshaken  confi- 
dence in  "  the  God  of  our  fathers,"  all  impress  upon  us  the  pleasing 
conviction  that  your  growth  is  rapid,  symmetrical,  and  healthy.     May 
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"the.  God  of  all  grace,  who  hath  called  us  unto  his  eternal  glory  by 
riirlst  Tesu-^  "  prosper  you  yet  more  and  more.  ,    ^    ,,    ■, ,      • 

You  w  lUejole.  we  doubt  not,  to  learn,  that,  through  God's  blessmg 
upon  o.^  labors,  ^e  have  been  able,  through  each  succeedmg  year  to 
S  forward  mir  Christian  enterprises  with  mcreasmg  activity  and 
power  Our  periodicals,  our  missionary,  tract  and  Sunday-school 
Report;  so  available  to  you,  make  it  unnecessary  that  we  should,  in  this 
paCCi^fo  particuli  detail  in  relation  to  these  hterests  Suffice  it 
fo  C  that  in  all  these  departments  there  is  increasmgac.vity  through- 
out  o^ur  coirection.  The  blessing  of  God  upon  the  faithful  labors  of 
our  fathers  has  placed  within  our  reach  the  means  of  carrymg  foiward 
7eleeZv^J,  on  a  scale  of  larger  dimensions  than  their  founders 
would  have  dared  to  anticipate.  . 

The  hcreasinc.  attention  everywhere  given  to  the  erection  of  commo- 
diousand  substantial  church  edifices,  while  it  has  afforded  but  an  inad- 
eiuate  supply  to  an  increasing  demand,  is  yet,  we  trust,  an  encouraging 
inScation^of  that  permanence  which  must  ever  be  an  object  dear  to 
pverv  enlio-htened  friend  of  our  Zion.  . 

tL  la  t  four  years  have  witnessed  a  gratifying  increase  m  the  mem- 
beihVof  our  Church.  From  1851  to  1855,  the  average  ne  increase 
per  annum  was  more  than  nineteen  thousand  souls  ;  and  from  the  cheer- 
£  accounts  of  revivals  in  all  parts  of  our  wide-spr.ad  connection  we 
ud'e  that  the  Minutes  of  1856  will  show  a  much  If ^S^^ -^  ^^"^ 
irease  These  fruits  of  the  Gospel,  we  think,  afford  evidence  that  God 
is  with  us  "  The  conversion  of  the  soul  to  God  through  our  instrumen- 
tality, the  restoration  of  the  fallen  spirit  to  the  Divine  image,  is^ to  us  a 
cheerino-  indication  that  God  owns  our  labors.  May  we  never  be  desti- 
tute of  this  evidence  of  Christ  speaking  m  us 

We  trust  the  same  gracious  Providence,  which  has  guided  our  more 
directly  rehgious  movements,  has  also  led  our  way  m  the  educational  de- 
partments of  our  Church. 

^  Within  the  memory  of  men  now  living,  there  have  f  o^vn  up  m  our 
midst,  and  under  our  own  control,  nearly  ^^^ ^^^^^f  I'^l^Z^^'^l 
tions  of  a  hio-h  rank,  embracing  universities,  colleges  for  both  sexes,  and 
Sets  seminaries'.  Perhapl  in  no  other  department  has  so  large  a 
ratio  of  conversions  taken  place  as  m  these  institutions  of  learmng 

You  will  doubtless  be  gratified  to  learn  that  an  effort  to  more  thor- 
oughly infuse  the  religiovfs  element  into  our  colleges  and  universities 
nS'ets  with  great  favor  from  all  parts  of  our  Church.  We  allude  to  the 
establishment  of  Biblical  Departments  in  these  mstitutions     _ 

While  an  antiquated  and  sickly  superstition  leads  ^^s  votaries  to  with- 
hold from  the  multitude  a  book,  whose  teachings  are  of  infimtely  higher 
va  ue  to  the  race  than  those  of  all  other  books  of  all  ages,  we  are  determ- 
ined that  the  Bible,  The  Booh,  shall  have  a  FO^nent  place  in  a  1  de^ 
partments  of  education  within  our  control.  We  fear  t^e  word  of  God 
has  not  hitherto  exerted  that  influence  m  mo  dmg  the  character,  tastes^ 
and  habits  of  our  students  of  learning,  which  would  ^ave  made  ther^ 
wiser  and  better  men.  While  the  studen  ««°^"^""^f.  ,7^,^,^^f  J^^ 
poets,  heathen  philosophers,  and  heathen  ^^f  «"^"^' «^'^ V' n  f  nhUoso 
in  the  college  course  that  most  sublime  poetry,  that  most  pure  phiioso 
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pliy,  that  most  ancient  and  most  reliable  history,  given  by  God's  own 
inspiration  ?  While  heathen  gods  are  everywhere  speaking  to  the  stu- 
dent, shall  not  the  living  God  utter  his  voice  ?  While  the  student  sees 
everywhere  heathen  sacrifices  smoking  upon  heathen  altars,  shall  he  not 
lift  up  his  eyes  to  the  great  atoning  Sacrifice  whose  blood  cleanseth 
from  all  sin  ?  While  all  science,  truly  so  called,  imparts  a  knoAvledge 
of  God,  unfolding  his  methods  in  the  earth  and  in  the  heavens,  the  sci- 
ence of  salvation,  God's  method  of  bringing  earth's  teeming  millions  to 
glory,  is  infinitely  above  all  else,  and  deserves  the  corresponding  atten- 
tion of  mankind. 

We  congratulate  you  on  the  confidence  you  express  in  the  Gospel  of 
the  Son  of  God,  as  altogether  suited  to  human  wants.  We  rejoice  in 
the  same  confidence.  The  Gospel  in  its  simphcity — the  Gospel  as  "  the 
power  of  God  unto  salvation  " — the  Gospel  proclaimed  by  men  who  feel 
its  saving  power — preached  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down  from 
heaven,  is  God's  remedy  for  this  world's  woes.  The  only  thing  that  is 
wrong  in  this  world  is  the  human  heart.  The  only  remedy  for  this 
wrong  is  the  "  Gospel  of  the  grace  of  God."  "  Thanks  be  to  God  for 
his  unspeakable  gift." 

Finally,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  may  you,  and  we,  and  all  ministers 
of  the  Lord  Jesus,  in  every  place,  preach  these  doctrines  fully,  faith- 
fully, earnestly  ;  ".  warning  every  man,  and  teaching  every  man,  in  all 
wisdom :  that  we  may  present  every  man  perfect  in  Christ  Jesus." 
Then  shall  we,  in  our  day  and  generation,  contribute  something  toward 
the  ushering  in  of  that  happy  period,  when  "  The  wolf  shall  dwell  with 
the  lamb,  and  the  leopard  shall  lie  down  with  the  kid,  and  the  calf,  and 
the  young  lion,  and  the  falling  together,  and  a  httle  child  shall  lead 
them."  *  *  *  *  When  "  they  shall  not  hurt  nor  destroy  in  all  my  holy 
mountain :  for  the  earth  shall  be  full  of  the  knowledge  of  the  Lord,  as 
the  waters  cover  the  sea." 

We  have  selected  as  our  delegates  to  your  reverend  body,  our  much- 
esteemed  brethren,  the  Rev.  Minor  Raymond,  the  Rev.  William  Hamil- 
ton, and  the  Rev.  L.  W.  Berry,  who  will  bear  to  you,  by  God's  good 
providence,  our  Christian  salutations,  and  whose  intercourse  with  you, 
we  trust,  shall  tend  to  our  mutual  love  and  edification. 


P. 

ADDRESS  OF  THE  IRISH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Bishops  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States 
of  America : 

Reverend  and  Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We,  the  ministers  of 
the  Methodist  Connection  in  Ireland,  now  assembled  in  our  Annual  Con- 
ference, beg  leave  respectfully  to  commend  to  your  fraternal  regards  the 
Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  an  accredited  member  of  our  body,  and  deputed 
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hv  us  to  visit  your  country  on  an  important  mission,  the  object  of  which 
t^set  foi-th  b  the  "  Minutes  "  of  our  present  sittings,  and  which  he  is  able 

"Ts  Sib" tty,  both  we  and  our  beloved  people,  in  common  with 
otlm  <i-aSical  denominations,  have,  for  some  years  past,  been  more  than 
odLrl7!mpressedwith  the  conviction  that  tl-  -cent  visitations  of 
Providence  upon  this,  in  many  respects  unhappy  land  are  a  loud  cal 
for  more  viZous  etforts  on  our  part  to  develop  to  the  utmost  eveiy 
nossTwe  r.  o^rce  in  order  to  give  the  Gospel  to  the  masses  of  our  fel- 
forcottZn  We  have,  however,  labored  under  circumstances  of 
l,^a  d"scoum-ement.  By  emigration,  and  the  estrangement  of  our 
fouth  throng twant  of  educational  institutions,  in  which  they  might  re- 
Li^-e  a  Sus  training,  in  accordance  with  our  own  views,  our  numei  - 
ca  IsS-enitf  has  been'greatly  diminished.  Besides,  our  connectional 
funds  deicmed  to  extend  the  work  of  God  in  the  neglected  and  de  ti- 
tute  parts  of  the  country,  being  required  to  sustain  our  mmistry  on  de- 
pressed circuits,  such  extensive  aggressive  operations  as  are  required  by 
the  circumstances  of  our  country,  and  which  we  are- persuaded  woud 
be  attended  with  the  Divine  approbation  and  much  success,  have  hith- 

"Cat:\?mtoowever,  the  successes  which  attended  the  labors 

of  Sur "uhers,  the  vitality  of  the  truths  -^^f ^^,^;;jn;7tt  adap- 
which  the  Lord  continues  most  encouragmgly  to  set  his  sea  ,  the  aaap 
Tnfinn  of  our  system  for  a  yet  more  extensive  appliance  of  those  truths, 
too  th  vnh  1  e  advanta^^es  of  a  position,  from  which,  wei-e  the  means 
nfour  di  posal,  it  would  he  easy  to  embrace_  every  hamlet  m  the  and 
at  oui  uispu     ,  J  nfluential  members  ot  oui 

SSerr; wtJ  ToV/totdTavor  after  an  improved  state  of 
wTn  our  ex  sting  circuits,  but  to  aim  at  a  connectiona  movement 
wSby,  thro^-l^  the  Divine  blessing,  a  new  impulse  might  be  given  to 
thp  enero-ies  of  our  whole  system.  i    t  •  i     ^^; 

In  the  meantime  private  communications  from  ^everal  Irish  emi- 
grants to^Xr  with  editorial  and  other  articles  in  Methodist  pubhca 
ions  whi?h  cl^^culate  widely  in  the  United  States,  encouraged  the 
assui'ane  that  such  a  movement  would  meet  with  extensive  practi  a 
"m^atSy  fL  our  American  brethren,  and  ^l-t  a  depu  a  ion  on^^ 
lihalf  would  be  favorably  received,  an  assurance  which  was  otherwise 
nftu  a^^^^^^^^^  the  ^consideration  that  numbers  now  in  the  Amen- 

carSlurches  are  the  children  of  Irish  Methodists,  or  themselves  the 
dirprt  fruit  of  Irish  Methodist  labors. 

A  mee  no-  was  accordingly  held  in  connection  with  our  present  Con- 
A  meeung  was  cua,        .»/        r  ^  ^f  j.^y  friends  from  different 

ference,  composed  ot  all  its  memoeis  aim  ^'  '  y  ,-Piphpd   the 

narts  of  the  kingdom,  and  a  subscription  opened,  which  leached  tne 
parts  01  tne  Km^^um,  i  ^^^  ^^^  increase  of 

cheering  amount  of  £8,8uiD,  as  tl  e  oasis  ui  meeting  be 

the  Wesleyan  Methodist  agency  m  Ireland  _;  nor  ^/ J^f^^  ,^^'^^^^^^ 
less  remembered  for  the  spirit  of  simple  piety  and  feivent  grat  tude, 
thanTr  the  noble  expression  of  liberality  which  chamcterized  it  pro- 
ceedings. Deputations  have  been  appointed  to  visit  all  «-  c-cuits^^^^^^ 
Sons  and  we  con6dently  expect  that  the  amount  wdl  be  con  ider 
Tbly  augmented.     We  have  named  £20,000  as  a  mtmmum  ;  but  if,  by 
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the  liberality  of  our  friends  in  Ireland  and  in  America,  a  much  larger 
sum  could  be  obtained,  we  sliould  be  able  to  cairy  out  our  aggressive 
operations  upon  the  masses  of  our  countrymen,  upon  a  scale  more  ex- 
tensive and  permanently  efficient. 

To  secure  the  required  amount  it  was  resolved  to  request  the  Confer- 
ence to  appoint  a  deputation  to  the  United  States  and  Canada,  and,  in 
compliance  with  that  request,  Brother  Robinson  Scott  has  been  set  apart 
for  this  service.  He  possesses  the  full  confidence  of  his  brethren,  and 
is  followed  by  their  prayers,  that  the  cause  which  he  pleads  may  ob- 
tain favor  among  your  people,  and  that  his  ministry  and  intercourse  may 
be  the  means  also  of  imparting  some  spiritual  benefit. 

The  Conference  have  also  addressed  a  letter  to  the  Missionary  Com- 
mittee in  London,  requesting  that  the  valuable  services  of  their  gifted 
countryman,  the  Rev.  William  Arthur,  A.  M.,  one  of  the  General  Sec- 
retaries, may  be  granted  for  the  purposes  of  the  deputation  ;  and  as  he 
has  kindly  signified  his  willingness  to  undertake  this  labor  of  love  for  his 
native  country,  it  is  confidently  hoped  that  at  a  period  of  the  year  most 
suited  to  the  convenience  of  the  committee,  this  request  will  be  granted. 

At  the  request  of  the  Conference,  Alderman  M'Arthur,  of  London- 
derry, who  takes  a  deep  interest  in  our  cause,  has  consented  to  afford  his 
services  also  for  a  short  time  during  the  spring  of  next  year. 

Our  highly  esteemed  friend  and  father,  the  Rev.  Thomas  Waugh,  who, 
we  have  reason  to  believe,  is  well  known  to  you  by  character,  in  con- 
nexion with  the  ser\aces  which  he  has  so  long  rendered  to  Wesleyan 
Methodism  in  Ireland,  has  been  requested  to  write  a  private  note  to  each 
bishop  individually,  and  it  is  expected,  his  communication  will  have  ar- 
rived before  the  presentation  of  this  document. 

We  cherish  the  confidence,  venerable  brethren,  that  you  will  receive 
our  deputation  affectionately,  and,  by  your  counsel  and  the  influence  of 
your  high  position,  facilitate  the  object  of  their  mission,  bearing  as  it 
ultimately  must  on  the  well-being  of  your  own  Churches  and  nation, 
which  will  continue  to  receive  yearly  accessions  from  the  population 
whose  moral  and  spiritual  interests  it  is  designed  more  immediately  to 
promote,  as  well  as  upon  the  interests  of  Methodism  in  this  benighted 
land. 

Signed  on  behalf  and  by  order  of  the  Conference. 

John  Farkar,  President. 

John  F.  Matthews,  Secretary/. 

Belfast,  June  28,  1855. 


G. 

REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  OF  THE  IRISH  CONFERENCE. 

.  Reverend  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Your  fraternal  letter,  presented 
to  us  by  your  representative,  the  Rev.  Robinson  Scott,  was  received 
"with  the  highest  gratification,  and  the  kind  greetings  of  your  deputation 
have  met  with  a  most  hearty  response.     We  trust  that  the  intercourse 
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which  you  have  commenced  will  contmue,  and  always  be  to  our  mutual 
edification  and  comfort. 

You  have  already,  we  presume,  been  advised  of  the  kind  reception 
with  which  Rev.  Messrs.  Scott,  Arthur,  and  Gather,  have  met  in  this 
country,  both  from  our  beloved  superintendents,  and  our  hospitable  peo- 
ple. 

All  our  bishops  have  commended  them  to  the  fraternal  regards  of  our 
membersliip,  and  their  cause  to  the  consideration  of  an  enlightened  Prot- 
estant public. 

Eveiy  annual  conference  before  which  they  have  appeared  has 
promptly,  cheerfully,  and  strongly  given  its  commendation  to  their  mis- 
sion, and  every  Church  to  which  they  have  applied  has  received  them 
kindlv.  Already  have  forty-three  thousand  dollars  been  subscribed,  and 
we  have  not  the  least  doubt  that  this  amount  can  easily  be  raised  to  one 
hundred  thousand. 

We  look  with  the  deepest  interest  and  sympathy  upon  Irish  Method- 
ists. Were  we  in  your  circumstances,  and  you  in  ours,  we  should  prob- 
ably take  the  liberty  to  draw  upon  you  for  aid  on  the  warrant  of  the 
golden  rule,  and  expect  the  draft  to  be  honored.  We  cannot,  therefore, 
blame  you  for  making  a  check  upon  us,  nor  hesitate  to  cancel  it.  We 
thank  you  for  the  confidence  you  repose  in  us.  You  honor  us  ;  and  had 
Providence  given  us  the  gold  as  He  has  to  our  people,  we  would  pom- 
it  out  to  your  messengers  as  God  pours  the  streams  at  our  feet. 

We  commend  your  deputation  anew  to  American  Protestantism  gener- 
ally, and  American  Methodism  specially.  Your  efi'ort  is  an  attempt  to 
purify  one  of  the  great  fountains  of  our  foreign  population,  and  you  have 
a  claim  upon  all  Protestants,  while  you  have  a  particular  demand  upon 
us,  founded  not  only  upon  our  common  origin  and  common  faith,  but 
upon  the  fact  that  the  veiy  foundations  of  our  American  Methodist 
Church  were  laid  by  Irishmen,  and  that  a  large  portion  of  her  ministry 
and  membership  are  natives  of  your  island. 

We  humbly  trust  that  your  deputation  will  continue  in  this  country 
until  the  sum  named  shall  have  been  realized,  although  it  may  detain 
them  for  months  to  come.  It  may  be  the  order  of  Divine  Providence 
that  Ave  should  derive  largely  of  your  spiritual  gifts,  before  you  derive 
largely  of  our  temporal  gifts. 

It  is  cheering  to  us  to  see  your  grand  connectional  movement :  it  shows 
the  vitality  of  our  doctrines.  May  you  continue  your  efforts,  under  the 
blessing  of  God,  until  your  missionaries  and  schoolmasters  shall  preach 
and  teach  in  every  district,  your  colporteurs  read  the  word  of  God  in 
every  hamlet,  and  your  college  supply  the  educational  wants  of  all  your 
youth. 

Should  it  be  in  our  power,  at  any  time,  to  aid  you  by  men  or  means, 
in  spreading  Scriptural  holiness  over  your  land,  we  tnist  that  you  will 
readily  and  confidently  command  us. 
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H. 

ADDRESS  FROM  THE  FRENCH  CONFERENCE. 

Dear  and  Honored  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  Your  brethren,  "  the 
pastors  and  ministers  of  the  Methodist  section  of  the  Church  of  Christ 
in  France  and  Switzerland,"  gladly  embrace  the  opportunity  of  your 
meeting  in  General  Conference,  to  convey  to  you  their  cordial  greetings, 
and  to  confer  Avith  you  officially,  on  matters  pertaining  to  the  work  of 
God  among  them.  We  are  united  to  you,  not  only  by  the  ties  of  a  com- 
mon faith,  and  of  similar  religious  institutions,  but  likewise  by  the  co- 
operation which  you  have,  by  means  of  your  Missionary  Board,  so  gen- 
erously afforded  us  in  the  prosecution  of  our  evangelical  labors.  Slay 
you  be  rewarded  from  on  high,  dear  brethren,  for  "  the  riches  of  your 
liberality."  To  these  you  have  doubtless  added  your  sympathies  and 
prayers,  and  have  thvis  given  to  your  pecuniary  assistance  an  additional 
value  and  efficacy. 

Addressing  you  for  the  first  time,  we  deem  it  right  to  enter  into  some 
details  respecting  our  labors,  our  difficulties,  and  our  prospects. 

It  is  now  full  half  a  century  since  Methodism  unfurled,  for  the  fire 
time  in  France,  the  banner  of  the  "  glorious  Gospel  of  the  blessed  God.' 
The  beginnings  were  small  indeed,  but  remarkably  Avell  timed  and  prov- 
idential. In  the  year  1791,  a  pious  tradesman,  member  of  the  Method- 
ist Society  in  one  of  the  Channel  Islands,  came  on  business  to  a  village 
on  the  coast  of  Normandy.  There  was  in  that  neighborhood  a  small 
community  of  Protestants,  almost  entirely  deprived,  through  the  awful 
state  of  public  affairs  in  France,  of  the  services  of  a  minister,  and  of  the 
public  means  of  grace. 

Nevertheless,  they  usually  met  among  themselves  on  the  Sabbath  day, 
and  our  friend  gladly  embraced  the  opportunity  of  joining  with  them  in 
their  social  worship.  In  the  afternoon  meeting  he  was  requested,  in  the 
absence  of  the  usual  reader,  to  conduct  the  service,  which  he  did  in  the 
fervent  spirit  of  true  Methodism,  by  simply  relating  his  conversion  to 
God,  exhorting  the  people  to  accept  salvation,  and  praying  with  them. 

From  that  period,  at  the  earnest  request  of  the  little  flock,  preachers 
from  the  Island  of  Guernsey  visited  them  at  stated  intervals,  until  one 
of  their  number  became,  at  length,  a  resident  missionary. 

But  it  was  soon  found  impracticable  to  carry  on  the  work.  Through 
one  of  those  mysterious  dispensations,  with  which  we  have  almost  become 
familiarized  in  France,  and  which  seem,  for  a  time,  to  blast  every  hope 
of  success,  our  preachers  were  obliged  to  retire.  During  the  prolonged 
wars  of  the  republic  and  the  empire,  all  attempts  to  spread  the  truth 
proved  ineffectual.  Nor  was  it  till  twenty-five  years  afterward,  in  1816, 
on  the  arrival  of  the  Rev.  Charles  Cook  in  France,  that  the  mission  was 
finally  reestablished.     This  became,  in  reality,  its  starting  point. 

The  work  soon  began  to  take  root,  and  to  spread.  Doors  of  useful- 
ness were  successively  opened  to  us,  both  in  the  north  and  south  of 
France,  as  well  as  in  Switzerland,  and  on  the  frontiers  of  Italy. 
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In  the  South  our  missionaries  have  been  received  among  ^^^  Protestant 

'''■'"^  ?it  vXvs  of  t  e  F    ncli  Alps,  where  dwell  the  remains  of  the 

\.nv^  thus  been  onened  to  us  m  the  provmces  of  Champagne,  oi  i>ioi 

''Thr::'s:7SSi?^'our  work  are  as  follows :  ;n.ere  are  under 
the  iSeSion  0    the  French  Conference  one  hundred  and  forty  preachmg 
Sace     twenty-two  ordained  ministers  and  probat  oners,  nine  evangel 
?o  t;ivnocIl  preachers,  one  thousand  one  ^^^'^^^^y^^ 
members  meetiig  in  class,  and  seventy-three  on  trial ,  t^ni  3 -thiee  bab 
bath-schools,  in  which  are  one  hundred  and  «'f  ^y-eight  teachei     and 
one  thousand  six  hundred  and  six  scholars  ;  two  trammg  school,  foi  day- 
school  teachers,  containing  about  fifty  scholars.  -j       i  u„ 
The  re   lit  indicated  by"  these  figures  may  be,  perhaps,  considered  by 
some  of  our  riends  as  a  very  small  return  for  so  many  years'  abor  and  out- 
ay     But  th     impression  will  vanish  when  they  become  bettei-  acquain    d 
wfth  our  situation!  and  shall  have  examined  more  fully  the  difticu   les  w  th 
w  ich  we  have  to  cope.     Of  these  a  very  brief  enumeration  -1    suffice. 
Some  of  the  hinderances  to  our  outward  progress  arise  from  the  evan- 
gehcTs^-ictness  of  our  teachings  and  Discipline.     The  d- ^W 
Sf  the  Lord's  day,  stated  attendance  on  class-meetings,  and  legulai  sub 
ripdots  in  favi- of  the  work  of  God,  are  some  o^  ^^  dut.s  clieei^^^^^^ 
complied  with  by  the  members  of  our  ^o^^^^ies      But  they  pjove  to  be 
obstacles  to  many  persons  ia  a  country  where  the  Sabbath  is  generally 
reserv  d  t^r  Ly  kbor  or  for  pleasure,  where  rehgious  habits  are  neither 
readi  V  formed,  nor  easily  retained,  where  the  true  spirit  of  sacnhce  1.  a 
ity   and  the'united  inLiences  of  popery  and  infidelity  ^ave  ^-^^^^^^^^^^ 
were   a  spell  over  the  conscience  and  rehgious  habit,  of  the  peop^. 
Z;;Verefore,  either  stand  altogether  aloof  from  such  Cli^^^^^^^^^ 
ship  as  enforces  duty,  or  else  choose  the  easier  path,  and  unite  them 
seWefto  Ihose  denominations  who  are  less  stringent  than  ours  m  their 

cess  Beino-  of  foreign  origin,  it  has  had  to  be  first  implanted,  and  then 
nSurahzed^on  the  continent.  We  have  had  ^o  -press  on  our  f^^^^^^^^ 
the  value  of  our  institutions,  to  train  native  agents  f^^' ^hei  /Pe  al  c^ 
ings,  to  prepare  our  own  religious  literature,  and  to  Provide  places  ot 
worship,  by  the  erection  of  which  our  cause  might  more  easily  acquire 
the  confidence  of  the  pubUc  as  to  its  stabihty  and  permanence. 
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We  are  far  from  having  attained  these  various  objects.  There  are 
legal  difficulties  in  the  way  of  our  building  chapels  ;  few  young  men  in 
our  societies  are  at  all  sufficiently  educated  to  become  preachers  among 
us,  while  various  obstacles  have  prevented  the  publication  of  suitable 
Methodist  books  in  the  French  language. 

To  these  various  difficulties  may  be  added  another,  which  is  not,  in 
fact,  the  least.  We  allude  to  the  absence  of  that  full  amount  of  relig- 
ious liberty  which  would  afford  us  access  to  the  masses  of  our  population. 
Our  labors  are,  therefore,  of  necessity,  circumscribed  within  the  limits 
of  comparatively  small  congregations,  for  every  one  of  which  a  special 
authorization  is  invariably  required,  sometimes  refused,  and  easily  with- 
drawn. 

These  various  facts  will  doubtless  explain  our  numerical  weakness, 
will  help  you  to  understand  more  fully  our  situation,  and  to  sustain  us 
in  our  struggles. 

But  tlie  success  of  Methodism  in  France  has  not  been  entirely,  nor, 
indeed,  chiefly  confined  to  the  thousand  members  who  statedly  attend 
our  class-meetings.  Having  been  unable  (from  the  various  causes  which 
we  have  enumerated)  to  reap  the  full  fruit  of  our  toils,  the  work 
in  France,  as  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  organization,  reveals  but  a  small 
proportion  of  our  full  success. 

This  success  has  been  considerable  :  it  can  be  said  without  exaggeration, 
that  the  revival  of  the  present  day,  in  France,  is  chiefly  due  to  Method- 
ism. Its  principles  and  labors  have  been  the  means  of  inspiring  new 
life  into  a  slumbering  Protestantism.  It  has  furnished  it  with  some  of 
its  best  pastors,  of  its  most  devoted  and  successful  evangelists.  It  has 
contributed  to  the  formation  of  new  centers  in  the  midst  of  Roman  Cath- 
olic populations,  and  to  the  establishment  of  the  Bible,  Tract,  and 
Home  and  Foreign  Missionary  Societies,  which  now  flourish  in  this  em- 
pire. And  last,  but  not  least,  it  has  been  instrumental  in  the  conversion 
of  thousands  of  immortal  beings.  In  all  these  respects  Methodism  has 
been  a  blessing  to  France,  so  that  its  withdrawal,  or  the  weakening  of 
its  influence,  would  undoubtedly,  even  as  to  mere  general  results,  be  one 
of  the  greatest  calamities  which  could  befall  evangelical  religion  in  this 
country.  ^ 

We  are,  nevertheless,  convmced  that  our  task  is  not  accomplished ; 
that,  in  reality,  it  has  only  just  commenced.  Methodism  will  assuredly 
strike  deeper  root,  and  extend  a  still  wider  influence  throughout  France, 
Switzerland,  and  Italy,  To  this  great  and  holy  work  our  Master  has 
evidently  called  us,  by  furnishing  us  with  the  means  of  its  accomplish- 
ment. We  hold  those  evangelical  doctrines  which  portray  a  full, 
free,  and  present  salvation  for  every  individual  of  the  human  race ;  we 
are  inspired  with  that  missionary  spirit  which  is  so  well  suited  to  the 
spread  of  the  tmth,  and  to  the  conversion  of  sinners ;  our  Church 
organization  is  amply  sufficient  to  meet  the  wants  of  our  converts ;  and 
•we  have  friends  who,  even  from  beyond  the  seas,  sustain  and  encour- 
age us  in  our  labors.  But  more  especially  we  may  and  do  look  up  to 
the  "  hills  from  whence  cometh  our  help."  The  God  in  whom  we 
trust  can,  in  a  moment  remove,  the  obstacles  which  appear  insur- 
mountable, and  make  our  way  plain.     He  can,  and  will,  send  down  the 
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"  healthful  spirit  of  his  grace,"  and  cause  us  to  triumph,  even  over  the 
greatest  difficulties. 

Until  the  year  1852  the  work  in  France  was  carried  on  at  the  expense 
of  the  Wesleyan  Missionary  Society,  and  under  the  direction  of  the 
British  Conference.  At  that  period  it  was  newly  organized.  The  mis- 
sionary di!^trict  of  France,  of  Switzerland,  Avas,  therefore,  erected  into  a 
district  conference,  having  the  entire  control  and  management  of  its  own 
affairs ;  but  being  still  affiliated  to  the  older  conference.  We  continue 
to  depend  principally  on  the  annual  grant  of  our  benefactors  in 
England  for  the  sustentation  of  our  older  stations,  while  the  help  afford- 
ed by  our  American  friends  is  chiefly  devoted  to  the  extension  of  the 
work. 

We  fee]  assured,  dear  and  honored  brethren,  that  the  grant  appor- 
tioned to  our  Conference  by  your  Missionary  Board,  will  not  fail  us. 
Indeed,  it  has  now  become  indispensable ;  some  of  our  most  important 
stations,  those  especially  on  the  Itahan  frontiers,  depending  entirely  on 
your  allowance. 

We  likewise  lack  two  important  institutions  :  a  Theological  School  for 
the  training  of  our  native  ministry,  and  a  Book  Society,  for  publishing 
in  French  and  Italian  a  religious  litez-ature,  purely  Methodistical.  Our 
cause  on  the  continent  will  not  be  placed  on  a  firm  basis  until  these  two 
indispensable  auxiliaries  to  our  work  shall  have  been  established 
among  us. 

We  had  entertained  the  hope  that  this  address  would  have  been 
handed  you  by  the  President  of  our  Conference,  the  venerated  Dr.  Cook, 
who  had  been  appointed  at  our  late  session,  held  in  Paris  last  Septem- 
ber, as  our  representative  to  your  venerable  assembly.  The  duties  of 
his  ministry  among  us  deprive  him,  however,  of  the  pleasure  of  meeting 
you  in  person.  Accept,  therefoi-e,  honored  fathers  and  brethren,  in 
their  present  imperfect  form,  the  cordial  greetings  of  your  brethren  in 
France,  Switzerland,  and  Italy.  They  have  heard  tell  of  the  glorious 
progress  of  that  great  work,  which  is  confided  to  your  pastoral  over- 
sight, and  it  creates  in  them  a  just  cause  of  glorying  in  the  Lord,  and 
of  devout  thankfulness  to  his  holy  name.  Accept,  likewise,  our  most 
earnest  wishes,  and  most  fervent  prayers,  that  the  blessing  of  God  may 
abundantly  rest  on  your  persons,  your  families,  your  Churches,  and  your 
country,  as  well  as  on  the  momentous  proceedings  of  your  present  im- 
portant session. 

Should  you,  at  any  time,  think  it  proper  to  appoint  a  representative 
to  our  Conference,  be  assured  that  it  will  be  considered  as  an  honor 
conferred  on  us  ;  and  that  a  most  cordial  reception  would  await  him  on 
the  French  territory. 

We  have  been  exceedingly  happy  to  see  at  our  late  Conference  the 
Rev.  Abel  Stevens,  of  New- York.  We  "were  greatly  pleased  and  profit- 
ed by  our  intercourse  with  him,  and  it  has  increased  our  desire  that 
this  first  interview  with  brethren  from  beyond  the  Atlantic  may  not  be 
the  last. 

Meanwhile,  we  feel  assured  that  neither  the  ocean  that  rolls  between, 
nor  the  diflference  of  language  or  of  country,  can  separate  those  whom 
Christ  unites  in  one.     Strong  in  this  sacred  unity,  and  in  entire  obe- 
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dience  to   our  adorable  Head,  may  we,  each  and  all   of  us,  labor  un- 
daunted and  untired,  even  unto  the  end. 

For,  and  in  behalf  of,  the  French  Conference. 

Henry  De  Jersey,  Secretary. 
Matthew  Gallienne,  Luke  Pulsford,  Sub-secretaries. 

NisMES,  South  of  France,  April  5,  1856. 


REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  PROM  THE  FRENCH  CONFERENCE. 

To  the  Pastors  and  Ministers  of  the  Methodist  Section  of  the  Church 
of  Christ  in  France  and  Switzerland : 

Dear  and  Honored  Brethren  :  Your  brethren,  the  bishops  and 
ministers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  represented  in  their  Gen- 
eral Conference,  in  Indianapolis,  embrace  the  opportunity  afforded  them, 
in  acknowledging  your  excellent  Address,  conveying  to  them  your  cor- 
dial greetings,  to  express  to  you  their  warmest  Christian  salutations. 
This  is  especially  agi-eeable  to  them  at  the  present  time,  as  they  ardently 
hope  and  tnist  the  formal  interchange  of  brotherly  feelings  and  sympa- 
thies, now  introduced  between  the  Methodist  Section  of  the  Churcli  of 
Christ  in  France  and  Switzerland,  and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
in  the  United  States,  will  be  repeated  and  continued  in  all  coming  time. 

We  have  read  with  much  interest  the  History  of  the  Introduction  of 
Methodism  into  France,  and  its  subsequent  progress ;  and  we  cherish 
the  hope  that  the  work,  so  providentially  begun  and  so  faithfully  fos- 
tered, Avill  increase  in  extent  and  power. 

You  speak,  dearly  beloved  brethren,  of  your  work  thus  far  as  "  pre- 
paratory," and  beset  with  numerous  difficulties.  So  we  understand  it. 
But  as  light  increases,  and  the  principles  on  which  a  just  and  permanent 
government  is  based  are  better  understood,  your  circumstances  in  this 
particular  will  change.  The  obstacles  to  your  success  will,  one  after 
another,  be  removed,  as  the  fears  of  those  in  authority  subside,  and 
they  begin  to  see  that  what  the  masses  most  need  to  make  them  loyal, 
industrious,  and  virtuous,  is  the  Gospel  of  the  Son  of  God  in  its  purity 
and  simplicity. 

Free  as  we  are,  in  this  country,  to  meet  together  when  and  where  we 
choose  to  worship  God,  to  preach  the  Gospel,  to  organize  Sabbath 
schools,  to  disseminate  tracts,  periodicals,  and  books,  and  to  establish 
Churches,  we  sympathize  with  you  in  the  disabilities  under  which  you 
are  placed  by  your  government ;  and  while,  as  faithful  Christian  sub- 
jects, you  "  submit  yourselves  to  every  ordmance  of  man  for  the  Lord's 
sake,"  you  may,  nevertheless,  pray — and  we  join  you  in  the  prayer — 
that  God  will  dispose  those  who  are  in  authority,  as  they  witness  your 
exemplary  lives  and  pious  zeal,  to  throw  around  you  that  protection 
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which  will  enable  you  to  prosecute,  -without  molestation  or  fear,  your 
godly  work. 

We  rejoice  to  recognize  you  as  brethren  beloved,  one  with  us  in  the 
doctrines  of  our  holy  religion,  and  in  all  that  is  essential  to  constitute 
you  a  branch  of  the  gi-eat  Methodist  family.  And,  so  long  as  you 
"  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  mind  the  same  thing,"  we  shall  continue 
to  cherish  a  lively  regard  for  whatever  pertains  to  your  v/elfare  on  earth 
and  your  final  salvation  in  heaven.  With  these  views  and  feelings,  thus 
freely  expressed,  we  rejoice  also  in  the  measure  of  success  you  have  had. 
in  the  work  of  your  Divine  Lord  and  Master.  And  we  desire  and  pray 
that  your  godly  zeal  may  be  crowned  with  still  more  abundant  success. 

During  the  last  four  years  the  Great  Head  of  the  Church  has  grant- 
ed us  much  prosperity  in  both  the  home  and  foreign  work.  We  have 
now  five  thousand  four  hundred  and  eight  (5,408)  traveling  preachers, 
six  thousand  six  hundred  and  ten  (6,610)  local  preachers,  and  seven 
hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  (799,431) 
members  and  probationers.  Our  net  increase,  for  the  last  four  years,  is 
nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight  (958)  traveling  preacliers,  nine  hundred 
and  ten  (910)  local  preachers,  and  seventy-seven  thousand  six  hundred 
and  twenty-seven  (77,627)  members  and  probationers.  In  view  of  the 
greatness  of  the  work  accomplished,  and  the  weakness  of  the  human 
mstrumentality  employed,  we  arc  constrained  to  say,  God  hath 
wrought  it. 

We  are  pleased  to  learn  that  the  aid  which  our  Missionary  Society 
affords  you  has  enabled  you  to  extend  your  missionary  work  ;  ;md  we 
have  confidence  that  our  Board  will  continue  to  assist  you  as  long  as 
they  have  ability  to  do  so,  and  are  assured  of  the  faithful  and  useful 
appropriations  of  the  funds  they  place  at  your  disposal. 

We  regret  that  circumstances,  requiring  his  presence  at  home,  have 
deprived  us  of  the  pleasure  of  receiving,  in  person,  your  honored  presi- 
dent, the  Rev.  Dr.  Cook.  We  hope  he  may  be  long  spared  to  labor 
for  the  promotion  of  Methodism  in  France. 

And  now,  dear  and  honored  brethren,  we  commend  you  and  the  be- 
loved members  of  your  Church  in  France  and  Switzerland,  "  to  God 
and  the  word  of  his  grace."  Devoutly  do  we  thank  Him  for  his  good, 
hand  upon  you  thus  far,  and  earnestly  do  we  pray  that  all  grace  and 
mercy  may  abound  unto  you.  Let  us  hear  from  you  again  by  address, 
and  also  by  a  messenger,  if  it  is  your  pleasure  to  send  one  to  us  ;  and 
be  assured  that  he  will  meet  with  a  cordial  reception  ;  and  we  shall  be 
happy  to  reciprocate  your  Christian  courtesy  and  fraternal  Christian 
greetings. 
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ADDRESS  PliOM  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF  ENGLAND  AND 
WALES. 

To  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  Northern  States  of  America: 

Congregational  Library,  Bloomfield-steeet,  Finsbury,  ) 
London,  January  29,  1856.        | 

Dear  and  Honored  Brethren  :  We  are  encouraged  to  address  you 
in  our  corporate  capacity  as  the  Committee  of  the  Congregational 
Union  of  England  and  Wales,  on  a  subject  of  great  interest  and  im- 
portance to  the  Churches  we  represent,  bv  a  remembrance  of  the  fact 
that  one  of  the  objects  contemplated  in  the  formation  of  our  Union  was 
to  establish  fraternal  correspondence  with  Congregational  Churches  and 
other  bodies  of  Christians  throughout  the  world  ;  and  that,  in  pursuance 
of  this  design,  the  Assembly  of  the  Union  and  its  executive  have  on 
several  occasions  addressed  letters  to  the  Congregational  and  other 
Churches  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and  on  one  occasion  sent 
two  of  their  brethren  as  delegates  to  visit  you,  while  they  have  in  re- 
turn cheerfully  received  representatives  from  your  various  ecclesiastical 
bodies,  and  have  been  favored  with  fraternal  epistles  of  great  value 
from  many  of  your  annual  gatherings.  We  believe  that  in  various 
ways  the  interchange  of  sentiment  and  Christian  feeling  thus  effected 
has  been  of  great  value,  and  we  shall  be  happy,  as  occasion  arises, 
from  time  to  time,  to  aid  in  the  maintenance  of  such  correspondence. 

It  has  been  with  great  concern  that  we,  in  common  with  an  over- 
whelming majority  of  our  fellow-countrymen,  have  witnessed  the  spring- 
ing up  of  anything  approaching  to  a  misunderstanding  between  the 
government  of  Great  Britain  and  that  of  the  United  States  of  America, 
and  have  been  compelled  to  listen  to  rumors  of  possible  contentions  be- 
tween the  two  nations.  We  are  devoutly  thankful  to  the  God  of  peace 
that  there  is  now  reason  to  believe  that  the  apprehensions,  whether  well 
or  ill  founded,  which  were  thus  entertained,  will  not  be  realized,  and  that, 
on  the  contrary,  there  is  am.ple  encouraging  ground  of  hope  for  con- 
cluding that  the  amicable  relations  which  have  been  so  long  maintained 
between  the  two  countries  will  continue  undisturbed.  Still  we  think  that 
the  present  occasion,  while  calling  us  to  congratulation  and  praise,  is 
one  which  should  ui-ge  us  to  do  all  that  we  can  to  promote  and  perpet- 
uate the  concord  now  happily  existing. 

Without  propounding  any  theory  on  the  imlawfulness  of  war  in  the 
abstract,  we  hold  that  its  inevitable  disadvantages  to  nations  are  so  great, 
and  its  calamities  to  individuals  so  awful,  that  Christian  men  and  Chris- 
tian Churches  are  most  legitimately  employing  their  influences  when 
they  exert  it  in  favor  of  peace.  Recognizing  the  unity  of  the  human 
race,  and  the  consequent  brotherhood  of  mankind,  descended  from  the 
one  great  Parent,  and  redeemed  by  the  one  only  Sa\-iour,  we  would 
earnestly  deprecate  an  appeal  to  arms  in  every  case  in  which  it  can  be 
avoided,  and  would  seek  by  all  honorable  and  Christian  means  to  main- 


Address  from  the  Congregational  Union  of  England  and  Wales.     219 

tain  the  peace  of  the  whole  world ;  but  we  feel  that,  in  addition  to  these 
general  considerations,  there  are  special  motives  which  urge  us  to  culti- 
vate strong  and  {peculiar  affection  to  the  people  of  your  land.  For  the 
most  part  they  speak  our  language,  and  retain  a  love  for  man^y  of  our 
social  habits.  You,  beloved  brethren,  have  sprung  with  us  from  a  com- 
mon ancestry.  Your  fathers  left  our  shores  from  necessity,  in  search  of 
liberty  to  worship  the  God  and  Father  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  and 
having  happily  secured  that  boon  for  themselves,  bequeathed  the  legacy 
of  religious  freedom  to  you  and  your  children.  You  have  many  of  our 
best  citil  institutions  incorporated  with  yours ;  you  possess  a  literature 
of  varied  and  growing  worth,  which  we  appreciate  and  enjoy ;  you  hold 
with  us  the  great  principles  of  Protestant  evangelical  truth,  and  you  are 
strenuously  laboring,  as  we  are,  to  spread  the  Gospel  in  heathen  and 
other  lands.  The  alienation  of  two  such  countries,  even  for  a  time, 
would  be  an  incalculable  calamity.  Their  hostility  would  be  a  spectacle 
over  which  angels  might  weep,  and  demons  triumph.  The  memory  of 
the  Pilgrim  Fathers,  the  bond  of  a  no  very  remote  common  origin ;  the 
ties  of  a  common  Christianity,  and  the  love  of  an  adorable  Saviour,  all 
give  weight  to  tlie  apostolic  injunction  to  endeavor  to  keep  the  unity 
of  the  Spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace. 

Witliout  unsuitably  inteifering  in  political  affairs,  we  believe  that 
Christian  Churches,  in  their  separate  and  associate  capacity,  can  most 
eflfectually  influence  and  mold  public  opinion  on  moral  and  social  ques- 
tions such  as  the  one  we  now  venture  to  present  to  your  attention. 
Cheerfully  undertaking  for  ourselves  to  exert  our  utmost  ability  to  per- 
petuate kind  and  brotherly  feelings  between  the  people  of  our  countiy 
and  of  America,  we  feel  assured  that  you,  sympathizing  with  our 
views  and  emotions,  will  earnestly  aid  our  endeavors  to  promote  this 
momentous  object.  The  mere  mention  of  the  subject  will  awaken  in  all 
Christian  hearts  a  conviction  of  its  importance.  In  the  social  circles  of 
life,  in  your  sanctuaries  of  worship,  through  your  periodical  literature, 
and  through  other  approved  channels,  you  will  employ  your  holy  influ- 
ence for  the  maintenance  of  peace.  In  all  such  efforts  Ave  will  join  you, 
and  at  the  throne  of  our  heavenly  Father  we  will  mutually  supplicate 
his  blessing  on  the  peace  makers,  and  on  the  things  which  make  for 
peace,  and  pray  for  the  time  when  war  shall  be  no  more. 

Thankfully  recognising  the  large  amount  of  good  which  God  has 
made  you  the  honored  means  of  effecting  in  the  world  by  the  agency  of 
your  voluntary  Christian  endeavors,  and  praying  that  all  peace  and  pros- 
perity may  increasingly  abound  in  your  Churches,  we  have  respectfully 
to  request  that  you  may  adopt  sucli  means  as  to  you  may  appear 
desirable  for  bringing  this  letter  imder  the  notice  of  the  denomination 
or  Churches  with  which  you  are  connected,  and  remain,  dear  and  honored 
brethren,  on  behalf  of  the  Committee  of  the  Congregational  Union  of 
England  and  Wales,  yours  faithfully, 

Robert  Hally,  Chairman. 
Benjamin  Hanbury,  Treasurer. 

George  Smith,      )   „ 

Robert  Ashton,    ^  ^''''^''' 
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K.       '■ 

REPLY  TO  THE  ADDRESS  FROM  THE  CONGREGATIONAL  UNION  OF 
ENGLAND  AND  WALES. 

Dear  Brethren  :  Your  communication,  bearing  date  Janviary  29, 
1856,  was  duly  received  by  our  General  Conference,  which  convened  in 
Indianapohs,  Indiana,  May  1st,  1856. 

Responding,  as  we  do,  with  great  cordiality,  to  the  excellent  sentiments 
of  your  address,  we  assure  you  that  Ave  were  much  encouraged  by  your 
fraternal  letter,  to  hope  that  the  day  was  rapidly  approaching  when  the 
honest  differences  which  may  exist  among  Christians  will  not  prevent  the 
fellowship  of  those  who  hold  the  "  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of 
peace."  If  the  disciples  were  "  glad  when  they  saw  the  Lord,"  then, 
surely,  all  Christians  may  rejoice  when  they  see  such  exemplifications 
of  his  spirit  as  your  letter  affords. 

Various  considerations  render  your  communication  grateful  to  our 
feelings.  Representing  a  people  who  have  no  denominational  ties  unit- 
ing them  to  our  own  communion,  you  have  crossed  over  the  ordinary 
line  of  separation,  and,  constrained  by  the  love  of  Christ,  have  tendered 
us  your  warmest  Christian  salutations,  thus  giving  us  a  lovely  illustra- 
tion of  the  sacred  truth,  that  "  he  who  loveth  God,  loveth  his  brother 
also."  This  is  the  union  for  which  the  Saviour  prayed,  and  for  the 
consummation  of  which  all  Christians  should  most  fervently  pray.  Your 
message  of  Christian  affection  is  no  less  interesting  when  Ave  remember 
that  tlae  particular  sphere  of  your  ecclesiastical  operations  is  remote 
from  our  OAvn.  A  mighty  ocean  rolls  between  us,  yet  your  Christian 
sympathy,  Avhich  many  waters  cannot  quench,  reaches  to  these  lands, 
and  in  spirit  Ave  are  permitted  to  hail  you  as  "  brethren  beloved."  It  is 
the  diffusion  of  this  spirit,  which  is  ultimately  to  draw  all  men  unto  him, 
by  whom  the  Avhole  "  family  of  God  is  named." 

The  countries  Avhich  you  represent,  England  and  Wales,  are  endeared 
to  all  Protestants,  by  the  recollection  of  tlieir  struggles  in  the  mainte- 
nance of  the  great  principles  of  the  Reformation.  In  support  of  these 
principles,  and  in  efforts  to  promote  the  evangelization  of  the  world,  we 
feel  that  one  object  is  before  us,  and  trust  that  one  destiny  aAvaits  us. 

You  have  alluded,  Avith  deep  emotion,  to  the  indications  Avhich  existed 
some  time  since,  of  an  interruption  of  the  peaceful  relations  Avhich  have 
heretofore  held  in  friendly  intercourse  the  govei-nments  of  our  respective 
countries.  Similar  solicitude  has  pervaded  our  own  country.  No  less 
than  yourselves  should  we  deprecate  any  unsettling  of  that  peace  Avhich 
is  so  closely  blended  Avith  the  happiness  of  our  respective  nations. 

Though  there  are  some  causes  still  existing  to  excite,  in  some  slight 
degree,  these  disconcerting  apprehensions,  let  us  not  doubt  tliat  they 
will  be  so  adjusted  as  to  render  more  firm  our  mutual  regard  as  Christian 
nations.  To  effect  this,  let  all  Christians  unite  in  the  Avork  of  "  the 
peace  maker,"  and  the  prayer  of  love. 

At  the  date  of  your  letter,  the  Avar  in  which  yoiu*  country  was  iuA'olved, 
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had  not  entirely  ceased.  To  the  political  aspects  of  that  war  it  would 
not  be  proper  for  us  to  refer,  nor  have  Ave  any  desire  so  to  do  ;  yet  we 
cannot  refrain  from  congratulating  you  that  your  warfare  is  over,  and 
that  your  land  once  more  reposes  under  the  reign  of  the  "  Prince  of 
Peace."  Long  may  that  repose  remain  unbroken,  and  may  your  prayers 
blend  with  ours,  that  our  endeared  countries  may  more  and  more  exem- 
plify the  beauties  of  that  charity  which  seeks  to  give  the  world  an  open 
Bible,  and  to  bring  all  into  the  brotherhood  of  Christ. 


L. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  AGENTS  AT  NEW-YORK  TO  THE  GENERAL 
COxXFERENCE  OF  1856. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference : 

Dear  Brethren  :  In  obedience  to  the  requirements  of  the  Discipline 
of  the  Church,  we  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present  our  quadrennial 
report  of  the  condition  of  the  Book  Concern. 

In  submitting  this  report,  we  not  only  feel  called  upon  to  recognize 
our  obligations,  but  to  express  our  grateful  thanks  to  God,  the  Father 
of  all  mercies,  for  his  kind  providence  toward  us  during  the  period 
which  has  elapsed  since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference. 
Death  has  but  once  invaded  this  department  of  the  Church  during  our 
agency.  Our  entire  Zion  has,  with  us,  recently  been  called  to  mourn 
the  lo5s  of  the  venerable  Dr.  Thomas  E.  Bond,  Editor  of  the  Christian 
Advocate  and  Journal.  Though  he  had  so  nearly  completed  the  work 
assigned  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  General  Conference,  and  it  would 
seem  as  though  his  long  and  useful  life  had  been  providentially  spared  ; 
yet,  ere  the  last  month  of  the  term  for  which  he  was  elected  had  come, 
full  of  years  and  ripe  for  heaven,  he  was  summoned  away  from  the 
toils  he  loved  and  the  conflicts  he  shunned  not,  as  a  defender  of  the 
Church,  to  the  rest  and  enjoyment  of  the  general  assembly  and  Church 
of  the  first-born  in  heaven.  "  Though  dead,  he  yet  speaketh ;"  and 
his  works  and  words  will  live,  as  the  rich  and  enduring  inheritance  of 
our  Zion,  in  all  coming  time.  More  than  this,  in  regard  to  the  death  of 
our  venerable  brother,  we  need  not  say  ;  less  than  this,  as  a  just  tribute 
to  departed  worth  and  greatness,  we  could  not  say. 

CHURCH  SUIT. 

Your  Agents  have  the  pleasure  to  report  the  long  and  vexed  ques- 
tion in  dispute  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  and  the  Method- 
ist Episcopal  Church,  South,  about  the  division  of  the  property  of  the 
Book  Concern,  amicably  settled  ;  and  from  your  commissioners  you  will 
doubtless,  in  due  time,  receive  a  full  report. 
00 


229-  Eevort  of  the  Book  xigents  at  New  -  York. 


CALIFORNIA  CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference,  it  was 

"  Resolved,  That  a  Aveekly  paper,  to  be  denominated  the  California 
Christian  Advocate,  be  established  in  San  Francisco,  under  the  patron- 
age and  control  of  the  General  Conference  ;  and  that  the  Conference 
accept  the  paper  of  that  name  now  published  in  San  Francisco  as  the 
nucleus  of  the  enterprise." 

Subsequently  to  this  action  the  folloAving  resolution  was  passed  : 

"  Resolved,  That  there  shall  be  a  Publishing  Committee,  consisting  of 
five  members  to  be  selected  by  the  California  Annual  Conference  and 
one  from  the  Oregon  Annual  Conference,  whose  duties  shall  be  similar 
to  those  of  the  Book  Committees  at  New-York  and  Cincinnati,  so  far 
as  they  may  be  applicable  to  the  establishment." 

Soon  after  the  adjournment  of  the  General  Conference,  and  before 
any  publishing  committee  had  been  appointed,  and  even  prior  to  the 
organization  of  the  conferences  contemplated  in  the  action,  whose  prov- 
ince it  was  to  accept  the  terms  of  the  transfer  of  the  paper,  a  draft  for 
|2,591  06  was  made  upon  your  Agents  by  D.  L.  Ross,  chairman  of 
the  publishing  association.  This  being  a  much  larger  amount  than  had 
been  represented  as  the  indebtedness  of  the  paper,  and  being  drawn  at 
the  time  and  under  the  circumstances  it  was,  your  Agents  were  induced 
to  examine  into  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  in  relation  to  the 
subject.  In  that  action  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is  not  so  much  as  an 
allusion  to  the  aforesaid  parties.  Under  the  circumstances,  the  whole 
subject  was  laid  before  your  attorney  in  the  suit  then  pending  between 
the  Book  Concern  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South.  The  attorney,  after  a  careful  examination  of  the  whole 
matter,  gave  it  as  his  opinion,  that  the  General  Conference  had  failed 
to  give  your  Agents  any  authority  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  California 
Christian  Advocate,  or  to  make  any  appropriation  of  funds  to  aid  in  its 
publication.  And  he  further  gave  it  as  his  judgment,  that  they  would 
not  only  make  themselves  personally  responsible,  if  they  honored  the 
above  di-aft,  but  the  Court  would  be  very  likely  to  grant  an  injunction, 
which  had  already  been  applied  for  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and 
thus  very  much  embarrass  your  Agents,  if  not  suspend,  for  a  time,  the 
operations  of  the  Concern.  In  accordance  with  this  advice,  the  draft 
was  returned  unpaid  and  protested. 

On  the  20th  of  October,  1852,  Rev.  Messrs.  Isaac  Owen  and  John  D. 
Blain  drew  on  the  Rev.  T.  Carlton,  Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society 
of  the  M.  E.  Church,  for  the  sum  of  $3,000,  adding,  in  their  accompa- 
nying letter,  that  if  the  draft  was  honored  they  could  go  on  with  the 
paper.  After  mutual  consultation  with  the  officers  of  the  Board,  it  was 
finally  agreed  to  pay  the  amount,  provided  the  bishop  having  charge 
of  the  California  work,  would  make  a  draft  to  that  effect.  This  was 
done,  and  the  money  was  paid. 

On  the  14th  of  February,  1853,  your  Agents  received  another  draft, 
drawn  by  the  agent  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate,  for  the  sum 
of  $2,005,  which  was  represented  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
California  Conference  to  be  the  whole  of  its  indebtedness  at  that  time : 
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the  committee  consisted  of  the  Rev.  Messrs.  Taylor,  Owen,  Blain,  and 
Stratton.  Your  Agents  were  at  a  loss  to  know  what  to  do  with  this 
draft.  The  suit  with  the  South  had  not  yet  been  settled  ;  and  they 
had  been  forced,  by  circumstances  over  which  they  had  no  control,  to 
borrow  large  sums  of  money  to  enable  them  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  Concern,  and  to  meet  the  liabilities  which  were  falling  due.  In 
addition  to  all  this,  the  General  Conference  had  given  them  no  author- 
ity to  make  such  payments.  Nevertheless,  being  desirous  to  aid  the 
California  brethren  in  their  embarrassment,  and  place  them  in  a  position 
in  which  they  might  go  on  with  the  California  paper,  without  making 
any  further  demands  on  the  Book  Concern  ;  and  believing  that  the  ab- 
sence of  a  grant  of  authority  on  the  part  of  the  General  Conference 
was  an  omission  not  designed,  your  Agents  ventured,  on  their  own  re- 
sponsibility, to  pay  the  said  draft  of  $2,005  ;  and  not  until  the  final  set- 
tlement with  the  Church,  South,  Avas  it  charged  to  the  Concern. 

In  the  communication  forwarded  with  the  above  draft,  the  Rev.  W, 
Taylor  says  :  "  We  think  the  paper  this  year  will  be  self-supporting ; 
and  if  not,  it  will  be  the  duty  of  our  conference,  at  its  next  session,  to 
wind  it  up,  as  per  Discipline." 

Thus  things  continued  until  February  the  8th,  1854,  when  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee  reported  the  paper  failing  to  meet  its  expenses  by 
$4,116  ;  and  a  draft  was  made  on  your  Agents  for  the  amount.  The 
same  committee  stated,  tliat  they  would  be  unable  to  proceed  with  the 
publication  of  the  paper  without  an  additional  advance  from  your  Agents 
of  the  sum  of  §5,884,  making  a  total  of  810,000. 

Your  Book  Committee  was  called  together ;  and  all  the  documents 
pertaining  to  the  subject  were  placed  in  their  hands  for  examination  and 
deliberation.  As  the  result  of  their  careful  and  mature  deliberation, 
we  present  the  following,  as  the  resolutions  passed  by  that  body  : 

"  1.  The  repeated  assurances  which  have  been  given  to  the  Agents, 
that,  on  conditions  which  they  have  met  with  all  reasonable  prompt- 
ness, the  paper  would  be  able  to  support  itself,  and  upon  failing  to  do 
so  it  would  be  discontinued ;  and  from  the  latest  reports  of  the  Pub- 
lishing Committee,  the  support  of  the  paper,  from  its  own  income, 
appears  to  be  more  doubtful  than  ever,  the  committee  beheve  it  wholly 
inexpedient  to  continue  its  publication  as  a  General  Conference  paper. 

"2.  The  Agents  are,  therefore,  advised  not  to  advance  the  810,000 
desired  by  the  Publishing  Committee." 

Acting  in  accordance  with  the  above  adnce,  we  furnished  the  Com- 
mittee of  Pubhcation  of  the  California  Christian  Advocate  a  copy  of 
the  same  ;  and  stated  in  our  accompanying  communication  that  the 
Agents  held  themselves  responsible  for  the  present  liabihties,  and  when 
the  accounts  were  properly  adjusted,  as  provided  for  in  the  Discipline, 
they  would  be  paid. 

The  paper,  by  resolution  of  the  California  Conference,  was  discontin- 
ued ;  and  your  Agents  paid  oflf  all  its  debts,  amounting  to  $4,116,  for 
which  they  took  a  receipt  from  the  agent,  showing  payment  in  full  for 
all  demands  growing  out  of  the  publication  of  the  California  Christian 
Advocate.  The  whole  amount  paid  by  the  Concern,  and  the  Mission- 
ary Society,  for  the  publication  of  said  paper,  was  $9,121. 
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BOOK  DEPOSITORY  IN  CALIFORNIA. 

Your  Agents  were  instructed,  by  the  action  of  the  last  General  Con- 
ference, to  establish  a  Depositoiy  in  San  Francisco,  California.  Ac- 
cordingly, with  all  "  reasonable  promptitude  and  dispatch,"  which  the 
importance  of  the  enterprise  demanded,  they  proceeded  to  take  the 
necessary  preliminary  steps  for  carrying  out  its  instructions.  Inquiries 
were  immediately  instituted  as  to  the  price  of  rents,  clerk  hire,  &c.  ; 
and  also  as  to  the  cost  of  ground  and  price  of  building,  as  well  as  the 
probable  amount  of  books  that  could  be  sold.  This  information  was 
sought  from  the  most  reliable  sources  ;  and,  after  thorough  investiga- 
tion of  all  the  facts  in  the  case — both  in  reference  to  the  enterprise  in 
Cahfornia  and  the  financial  condition  of  the  Concern — we  were  brought 
to  a  deliberate  conviction  that  the  instructions  of  the  General  Conference 
could  not  be  carried  out  without  a  great  loss  to  the  Concern.  This 
conclusion  was  not,  however,  arrived  at  without  a  consultation  with  our 
constitutional  advisers,  who,  after  being  put  in  possession  of  all  the  facts 
in  the  case,  gave  it  as  their  deliberate  judgment  that  the  General  Con- 
ference would,  under  the  circumstances,  exonerate  its  Agents  from  any 
blame  for  not  establishing  a  Depository  in  San  Francisco. 

The  Book  Committee,  however,  advised  that  arrangements  be  made, 
if  practicable,  by  which  a  supplj^  of  our  books  should  be  kept  on  sale 
in  that  city.  Accordingly,  as  soon  as  it  could  be  effected,  we  made  a 
contract  with  a  firm  engaged  in  the  book  business ;  and,  through  that 
house,  a  good  supply  of  our  publications  are  kept  on  sale,  and  at  as 
good  rates  as  they  could  be  sold  by  a  Depository,  unless  it  should  be 
at  a  sacrifice  to  the  Concern. 

We  have  thus  presented  a  simple  statement  of  the  facts  in  relation  to 
the  California  Christian  Advocate,  and  Depository ;  and  respectfully 
submit  them  to  your  judgment. 

CHANGES  IN  REAL  ESTATE. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference,  your  Agents  were  in- 
structed to  dispose  of  the  real  estate  belonging  to  the  Concern,  situated 
in  Crosby-street,  whenever  a  favorable  opportunity  for  effecting  its  sale 
should  present  itself.  The  property  consisted  of  four  houses  on  leased 
lots.  Such  was  the  unfavorableness  of  the  location,  and  the  condition 
of  the  property,  that,  though  the  Book  Agents  had  been  instructed  at 
a  previous  Conference  to  dispose  of  said  property,  a  sale  could  not  be 
effected,  and  the  consequence  was  that  it  had  been  in  the  market  for 
several  years.  The  object  in  securing  a  sale  was  for  the  purpose  of 
erecting  more  suitable  houses  in  a  better  locality.  At  length,  on  the 
1st  of  February,  1853,  an  offer  was  made,  which  was  accepted,  after 
due  deliberation  and  consultation  with  the  Book  Committee ;  and  the 
contract  was  closed  for  the  sum  of  $12,000. 

At  the  time  of  the  sale  it  was  thought  advisable  to  erect  houses  on 
vacant  ground  belonging  to  the  Concern,  in  Mulberry-street ;  but  so 
rapidly  and  extensively  was  the  business  increasing,  and  so  much  were 
your  Agents  pressed  for  want  of  room  in  the  establishment,  to  enable 
them  to  carry  on  the  business  successfully,  that  the  idea  was  aban- 
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doned,  and  the  grounds  reserved  for  the  future  enlargement  of  the 
Concern,  which  must  be  attended  to  at  no  very  distant  day. 

Instead  of  building,  as  was  contemplated  at  first,  it  was  ascertained, 
after  careful  examination,  that  it  would  be  much  cheaper  and  better  to 
purchase  property  already  improved.  Accordingly,  a  house  and  lot  was 
purchased  on  Sixth-street,  for  the  sum  of  |9,000,  and  another  on  Sev- 
enth-street, for  the  sum  of  $9,500.  This  property  is  quite  accessible  to 
the  Book  Concern,  and  is  situated  in  a  desirable  part  of  the  city.  Its 
value  is  increasing  every  year,  and  could  now  be  sold  at  a  considerable 
advance  on  the  original  cost. 

In  connection  with  this,  your  Agents  have  been  under  the  necessity 
of  expending  several  thousand  dollars  in  repairs  of  the  buildings  of  the 
Book  Concern ;  repairs  demanded,  not  only  for  preservation,  but  to  fa- 
cilitate the  business  in  the  various  departments. 

NEW  MACHINERY. 

The  increase  of  business  has  been  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for 
your  Agents  to  purchase  a  large  amount  of  machinery,  all  of  which  has 
been  of  the  latest  and  most  improved  kind. 

To  the  printing  department  have  been  added  five  Adams  &  Co.'s 
best  power  presses,  at  a  cost  of  $7,798  69.  There  has  also  been  pur- 
chased one  of  Hoe  &  Co.'s  hydraulic  presses,  of  six  hundred  tons 
pressure,  the  price  of  which  was  81,517  45. 

For  the  bindery  there  have  been  procured  one  cutting  machine,  at  a 
cost  of  $400  ;  three  backing  machines,  at  a  cost  of  $350  ;  three  stand- 
ing presses,  at  a  cost  of  $400  ;  four  embossing  presses,  at  a  cost  of 
$1,600  ;  and  embossing  stamps,  rolls,  dies,  &c.,  costing  $2,000. 

Within  the  past  year  electrotyping  has  been  introduced  into  the 
Concern,  by  which  plates  and  cuts  are  cast  with  copper  face,  adding 
very  much  to  their  durability,  as  Avell  as  to  the  convenience  of  multi- 
plying engravings,  and  the  perfection  of  printing  ;  and  the  short  expe- 
rience your  Agents  have  had,  has  convinced  them  that  this  is  far 
preferable,  for  many  kinds  of  work,  to  the  old  mode  of  stereotyping. 
This  improvement  has  been  made  at  a  cost  of  only  about  $400.  Total 
for  new  machinery,  $14,466   14. 

PERIODICAL  DEPARTMENT. 

Your  Agents  deeply  regret  that  they  are  under  the  necessity  of  re- 
porting a  loss  upon  all  the  periodicals  published  by  the  Concern,  except 
the  Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

The  following  shows  the  cost  and  receipts  of  each  for  the  last  four 
years,  together  with  the  aveiage  number  of  subscribers  : 

Christian  Advocate  and  Journal. 

Average  number  of  subscribers 29,875 

Cost  of  publication $124,749  22 

Receipts 141,731  67 

Profifts....  $16,982  45 

15 
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Sunday  School  Advocate. 

Average  circulation 83,500 

Expenses $95,831  85 

Receipts 81,497  27 

Loss  ....  $14,334  58 

National  Magazine. 

Average  circulation 15,875 

Expenses $92,265  61 

Receipts 69,347  93 

Loss.-..  $22,917  68 

Quarterly  Review. 

Average  circulation 2,721 

Expenses $17,236  08 

Receipts 10,975  94 

Loss $6,260  14 

Expenses  over  receipts  on  National  Magazine,  Quar- 
terly Review,  and  Sunday  School  Advocate $43,512  40 

Deduct  the  profits  on  the  Advocate  and  Journal  ...  y  16,982  45 

Balance  of  expenses  over  receipts  on  all  the  period- 
icals    $26,529  95 

In  the  above  estimates  of  cost,  the  composition,  stereotyping,  press- 
work,  (fee,  are  calculated  at  the  usual  master's  prices  ;  prices  which  we 
should  have  to  pay  if  the  work  was  done  out  of  the  house. 

It  is  but  just  to  ourselves,  and  to  others  specially  interested,  to  say 
that  no  small  part  of  the  loss  indicated  in  the  balances  of  the  Sunday- 
School  Advocate  and  the  National  Magazine,  is  chargeable  to  a  great 
advance  in  the  price  of  paper.  While  this  advance  in  the  cost  of  ma- 
terial, and  a  corresponding  increase  in  the  wages  of  workmen,  were 
wholly  unlooked  for  at  the  time  when  the  terms  of  those  pei-iodicals 
were  fixed,  yet  they  occurred  soon  after,  and  have  continued  during  the 
intervening  period.  As  these  high  prices  of  material  and  labor  still 
prevail  without  prospect  of  diminution,  the  question  arises,  in  the  judg- 
ment of  your  Agents,  as  to  the  expedience  of  continuing,  at  least  in 
their  present  form  and  at  present  rates,  those  periodicals  upon  which 
there  is  so  great  a  loss  to  the  Concern. 

In  considering  this  question,  we  would  suggest, 

1.  The  advantages  to  the  Book  Department  in  advertising  through 
these  mediums,  which  otherwise  would  cost  the  Concern  a  very  large 
amount,  while  all  departments  of  the  Church  would  not  be  reached  as 
at  present. 

2.  The  influence  of  such  periodicals  upon  the  Church  and  the  world, 
devoted  as  they  are  to  morality  and  religion. 

3.  We  would  further  suggest  whether  there  could  not  be  some 
change  in  the  form  and  size  of  the  National  Magazine  and  Quarterly 
Review,  so  as  to  lessen  the  expense,  and  at  the  same  time  meet  the 
wants  of  the  Church ;  and  also  whether,  in  view  of  all  things,  it  may 
not  be  best  to  reduce  both  the  size  and  the  price  of  the  Sunday  School 
Advocate,  so  that  it  may  become  more  strictly  a   children's   paper. 
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Tliere  is  reason  to  hope  that  on  this  plan  its  circulation  might  be  very 
greatly  increased. 

Even  in  their  present  form  and  at  their  present  rates,  the  Avhole  diffi- 
culty would  be  relieved,  if  the  General  Conference  could  devise  some 
means  by  which  to  increase  their  circulation.  If  the  National  Magazine 
had  twenty-five  thousand  paying  subscribers,  the  Quarterly  Review 
four  thousand,  and  the  Sunday  School  Advocate  one  hundred  thousand, 
the  Periodical  Department  would  not  only  support  itself,  but  yield  a 
small  profit  to  the  Concern. 

BOOK  DEPARTMENT. 

Your  Agents  take  pleasure  in  reporting  that,  in  regard  to  the  Book 
Department  of  the  Concern,  the  last  four  years  have  been  years  of 
prosperity.  It  was  stated  by  our  worthy  predecessors  in  their  last  re- 
port to  the  General  Conference,  that  in  the  year  1850  the  sales 
amounted  to  $202,358  27,  being  the  largest  business  ever  done  by  the 
Concern  in  one  year.  This  large  amount  of  sales  they  attributed,  how- 
ever, to  the  issue  of  our  new  Hymn  Book.  At  the  same  time,  they 
gave  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  business  of  the  Concern  should  be  in- 
creased to  $250,000  per  year,  or  ^1,000,000  every  four  years.  It 
affords  your  Agents  no  little  pleasure  to  state  that  the  opinions  of  our 
excellent  predecessors  have  been  confirmed,  and  that  the  point  has  not 
only  been  gained,  but  an  advance  has  been  made  upon  it.  The  follow- 
ing are  the  annual  receipts:  1852,  §182, TSV  80;  1853,8256,911 
78;  1854,  8300,655  44;  1855,  $260,409  16;  making  a  total  of 
§1,000,734  18,  being  an  increase  over  the  preceding  four  years  of  over 
53  per  cent.,  or  $347,543  40.  This  large  increase  in  the  sales  may  be 
in  part  attributed  to  the  improved  quality  and  style  of  the  books.  The 
paper  used  has  been  of  the  first  quality,  while  the  typographical  execu- 
tion, together  with  the  binding,  has  been  equal  to  that  of  any  publish- 
ing house  in  the  country.  Your  Agents  flatter  themselves  that  they 
have  met  the  wants  and  tastes  of  the  religious  community  and  the 
reading  pubUc  in  the  works  issued  from  your  Concern.  Your  Agents 
have  published  45  new  books  for  general  sales,  185  Sunday-school 
books,  and  17  Tract  books,  making  in  all,  for  the  four  years,  247. 
Besides,  there  have  been  added  to  the  Tract  Catalogue  198  New 
Tracts. 

Your  Agents  would  further  state,  that  they  have  issued,  in  muslin 
and  leather  binding,  4,378,376  volumes,  and  in  paper  covers,  2,079,733  ; 
making  the  whole  number  of  volumes  for  the  four  years,  6,458,109. 
There  have  also  been  issued,  8,297,517  Miscellaneous  books.  Sermons, 
Pamphlets,  Children's  small  books,  &c. ;  these,  added  to  the  above, 
make  14,755,626,  which  would  be  an  average  per  day  of  12,296  vol- 
umes, allowing  three  hundred  working  days  per  year.  Besides  this, 
there  has  been  an  average  issue  of  9,974  Tracts  per  day,  of  from  4  to 
48  pages  each,  making,  during  the  four  years,  11,968,800. 

Your  Agents  think,  if  the  proper  means  are  used  for  the  coming 
four  years,  the  sales  may  be  greatly  increased,  and  that  the  day  is  not 
far  distant  when  the  business  of  the  Concern  may  be  double  what  it 
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One  thing  ought  specially  to  be  borne  in  mind,  namely,  that  great  ad- 
vantages are  secured  by  a  unity  of  interest  and  action.  It  is  this  which 
has  given  to  the  Book  Concern  of  our  Church  its  great  efficiency 
hitherto. 

In  some  other  denominations  the  habit  has  obtained  of  having  one 
publishing-house  for  general  or  doctrinal  books,  another  for  tract  publi- 
cations, and  a  third  for  Sunday-school  publications,  while  their  pe- 
riodicals are  published  and  controlled  by  private  individuals.  This 
multiplication  of  establishments  makes  necessary  the  employment  of 
many  more  men  and  larger  amounts  of  capital  than  are  called  for  on 
our  plan,  while  the  different  interests  are  thus  made  to  conflict  with 
each  other.  In  every  way  our  plan  is  more  advantageous,  and  hence 
it  becomes  the  General  Conference  carefully  to  classify  and  arrange  the 
several  departments  so  as  to  harmonize  with  and  aid  each  other. 

CIRCULATION  OF  BOOKS. 

Since  the  last  session  of  the  General  Conference  much  has  been  said 
and  written,  and  many  plans  have  been  proposed,  with  a  view  of 
getting  our  publications  more  extensively  in  the  market.  To  a  consid- 
eration of  some  of  these  we  invite  your  attention :  It  is  proposed  that 
the  Agents  adopt  a  system  of  advertising  in  the  secular  papers.  This 
plan  was  recommended  by  your  Book  Committee,  and  was,  accordingly, 
to  some  extent  adopted  ;  but,  after  having  expended  hundreds  of  dol- 
lars in  this  way,  we  became  satisfied  that  it  was  a  losing  operation. 
We  were  careful  to  watch  the  results :  and  though  we  received  orders, 
again  and  again,  for  books  outside  of  our  ordinary  agencies,  from  per- 
sons who  saw  our  advertisements  in  the  Church  papers,  yet  we  have 
not,  to  our  knowledge,  received  one  from  any  person  who  obtained  in- 
formation of  our  publications  through  the  secular  press. 

The  importance  of  establishing  Depositories  in  our  larger  towns  and 
cities  has  been  urged.  To  the  consideration  of  this  plan  we  have  also 
directed  our  attention.  Though  we  could  not  establish  such  Deposito- 
ries, yet  we  have  made  arrangements,  in  several  cities  and  towns,  by 
which  an  assortment  of  our  books  has  been  kept  on  sale  at  wholesale 
prices.  The  result,  however,  of  this  arrangement  has  thoroughly  con- 
vinced your  Agents  that,  in  many  places  where  both  preachers  and 
people  have  asked  for  Depositories,  there  could  not  be  a  sufficient 
amount  of  books  sold  to  pay  the  expenses  connected  therewith,  while 
the  idea  of  profit  is  entirely  out  of  the  question.  Others  have  proposed 
a  general  system  of  colportage.  The  adoption  of  such  a  system,  all 
must  be  aware,  would  be  attended  with  many  difficulties,  and  involve 
au  amount  of  hazard  which  would  require  the  most  mature  deliberation 
before  entering  upon  it.  The  experience  of  the  last  four  years  has 
demonstrated  most  clearly  to  our  minds  the  inutility  of  this  plan.  It  is 
perfectly  obvious  that,  if  we  were  to  adopt  this  scheme  for  the  circula- 
tion of  our  literature,  it  would  be  impossible  to  carry  it  out  successfully, 
from  the  fact  that  the  right  kind  of  men  could  not  be  obtained  to  act  as 
colporteurs.  No  man  of  much  reliability  or  business  tact  could  be 
found  to  engage  in  such  a  work  at  the  compensation  afforded,  such 
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being  occupied  in  other  and  more  profitable  employments.  Colpor- 
teurs, engaged  in  the  work  of  Tract  distribution  by  the  Tract  Society, 
have,  no  doubt,  accomplished  much  good  by  the  circulation  of  religious 
literature  among  the  masses,  and  by  their  personal  religious  efforts; 
but  if  the  Concern  were  left  to  depend  upon  these  agencies,  it  would 
soon  have  to  stop  its  presses,  at  least  so  far  as  its  general  business  is 
concerned. 

Another  class  of  our  friends  suggest  the  propriety  of  leaving  the 
whole  matter  of  the  sale  of  our  books  to  the  trade.  They  would  have 
us  place  our  books  in  the  trade  sales,  and  let  them  be  sold,  as  those  of 
other  publishing  houses,  under  the  hammer,  to  the  highest  bidder. 

We  have  not  been  immindful  of  the  interests  connected  with  the  book 
trade  in  general,  and  have,  as  judiciously  as  possible,  effected  many 
sales  through  the  trade ;  but  if  this  were  the  only  agency  upon  which 
we  had  to  rely,  our  business,  instead  of  being  increased,  would  be 
greatly  diminished. 

Finally,  on  this  subject :  Quite  a  large  number  are  altogether  favor- 
able to  the  old  plan  of  leaving  the  circulation  of  our  books  and 
periodicals  with  the  preachers,  who  are  constituted,  by  the  Discipline  of 
the  Church,  as  the  proper  agents  to  supply  our  people  with  oiu-  book 
and  periodical  publications.  Were  this  generally  attended  to,  no  plan 
could  be  devised  that  could  approximate,  in  the  remotest  degree,  its 
efficiency,  as  every  citj-,  town,  village,  and  district  of  country  would  have 
an  agency  at  once  prompt  and  reliable  ;  but,  as  it  is,  many  places  would 
be  wholly  unsupplied,  if  its  dependence  were  to  be  placed  alone  upon  the 
preachei-s. 

We  respectfully  suggest,  that,  as  all  the  plans  proposed  have  more  or 
less  in  them  worthy  of  consideration,  your  Agents  be  left,  in  addition  to 
the  wise  and  wholesome  regulations  of  the  Discipline,  to  avail  them- 
selves of  such  parts  of  these  plans  as  may  be  adapted  to  our  economy, 
and  will  serve  to  facilitate  our  operations. 

In  regard  to  Depositories  already  established,  we  would  say  that 
they  have  proved  themselves  useful  auxiliaries  to  the  Parent  Concern, 
though  Ave  are  thoroughly  convinced  that  it  would  be  injudicious  to 
multiply  them,  especially  in  those  sections  of  the  country  where  the 
facilities  for  transportation  are  such  as  to  enable  purchasers  to  procure 
their  books  from  New-York,  Cincinnati,  and  elsewhere,  in  a  few  days ; 
and,  besides,  our  arrangements  with  the  trade  are  such,  that  our  books 
can  be  had  at  almost  all  the  larger  places,  at  the  regular  catalogue 
prices.  Though  the  trade  has  a  larger  discount,  yet  the  market  is  thus 
kept  supplied  with  our  books  ;  and  the  preachers  can  purchase  our  pub- 
lications of  those  booksellers  who  keep  them  on  sale,  at  our  wholesale 
prices.  Through  this  agency,  many  of  our  books  get  a  Avider  circula- 
tion than  they  otherwise  would.  The  colporteurs  employed  by  the 
Tract  Society  have  made  sale  of  a  large  number  of  books  and  tract 
publications ;  and,  we  doubt  not,  this  system  is  susceptible  of  such 
arrangements  and  regulations,  that  it  may  become  quite  effective,  in  the 
hands  of  skillful  managers,  in  supplying  the  demand  for  our  books  in 
those  sections  of  our  work  where  the  preachers  are  unwilling  to  carry 
"out  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline  in  supplying  our  people.    The  great 
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agency,  after  all,  upon  which  the  Concern  must  chiefly  rely  for  accom- 
plishing its  mission,  in  the  dift'usion  of  a  sound  religion  and  a  pure 
literature,  is  that  -which  is  to  be  found  in  the  traveling  preachers ;  and 
we  shall  regret  exceedingly  if  that  agency  is  withdrawn,  or  lessened  to 
any  extent. 

The  age  is  emphatically  a  reading  age ;  and  never,  in  the  history  of 
the  country,  did  the  presses  in  the  great  book  mart  teem  Avith  such  an 
amount  of  liglit  literature.  That  the  minds  of  our  widely-extended 
community  may  not  be  left  unoccupied  by  the  pure  and  the  true ;  or, 
what  is  much  worse,  filled  with  the  corrupt  and  fictitious,  it  becomes 
every  minister  of  the  Gospel  to  see  that  his  flock  are  supplied  with 
such  books  as  "  tend  to  the  knowledge  and  love  of  God." 

CAPITAL  AND  REVENUE. 

On  the  first  of  January,  1852,  the  books  of  the  Concern  showed  the 
Capital  to  be:  Real  Estate,  $130,568  63  ;  Personal  Property,  $511,978 
37  ;  total  amount  of  Capital,  $642,547. 

From  this  sum  deduct  the  following  appropriations  made  by  the 
General  Conference  of  1852:  Expenses  of  said  Conference,  $3,364  59; 
Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate,  $3,598  31  ;  and  dividends  for  1852, 
$11,457  50;  making  the  siun  of  $18,420  40.  This  deducted,  leaves 
$624,126  60.  Add  to  this  the  profits  of  the  year  1852,  $49,383  30, 
and  you  have,  at  the  close  of  the  year  1852,  $673,509  90. 

In  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  in 

1853,  we  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  $191,000  in  cash,  and  $40,648  51 
in  notes  and  accounts,  making  $231,648  51.  Expenses  in  said  suit, 
$2,003.  Total,  $233,711  51;  leaving  the  nominal  Capital,  in  1853, 
$439,798  39. 

Profits  for  the  last  three  years  are  as  follows:    1853,  $54,354  83; 

1854,  $54,844  75;  1855,  $32,679  99.  Total,  $141,879  47.  This 
shows  a  fraction  less  than  11  per  cent,  per  annum  on  tlie  whole  capital, 
after  the  division  of  the  property  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South. 

Your  Agents  feel  impelled  to  say,  that  while  the  above  shows  the 
nominal  Capital  in  1852  and  1853,  its  real  value  was  much  less,  there 
being,  after  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
not  less  than  $50,000  of  notes  and  book  accounts  against  persons  from 
whom  the  first  dollar  could  not  be  collected ;  and,  besides  this,  there 
was  a  large  amount  of  old,  soiled,  and  unsalable  books  and  sheet  stock, 
which  had  been  accumulating  for  many  years.  Of  the  sheet  stock 
which  was  inventoried  at  cost,  your  Agents  have  sold  over  47  tons,  at 
an  average  price  of  2|  cents  per  pound,  or  $55  per  ton.  Here  is  a 
deduction  to  be  made  of  at  least  $15,000.  The  bound  stock  has  been 
sold  at  a  loss  of  about  $500.  After  deducting  from  the  notes  and  book 
accounts  the  amount  which  was  transferred  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  in  the  settlement,  and  the  $50,000  of  bad  debts,  there 
remained,  in  notes  and  accounts,  $101,928  87,  upon  which  your  Agents 
judge  there  should  be  a  deduction  of  at  least  15  per  cent.,  making 
$15,289  38.  These  several  sums,  taken  from  the  nominal  amoimt  of  Capital 
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m  1853,  left  the  real  Capital,  after  the  division  of  the  property  Avith  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  $359,009  01,  allowing  the  real 
estate,  presses,  stereotype  plates,  &c.,  as  then  inventoried,  which  was 
evidently  too  high,  and  more  than  the  property  was  woi-th.  Instead, 
then,  of  reckoning  the  per  centage  as  above,  on  the  sum  of  $439,798  39, 
it  should  be  on  $359,009  01,  which  would  show  a  profit  on  the  Capital, 
for  the  last  three  years,  of  a  fraction  over  13  per  cent,  per  annum. 

This  result,  your  Agents  think,  cannot  but  be  satisfactory,  consider- 
ing the  embarrassing  circumstances  under  which  they  entered  upon  their 
duties ;  and  though  it  has  been  said  by  some  that  it  would  be  better  to 
dispose  of  the  property,  and  invest  the  proceeds  in  stocks  that  would 
be  moi-e  productive,  yet,  as  a  mere  financial  operation,  your  Agents 
doubt  if  a  better  investment  could  be  made  in  any  stocks  now  in  market, 
or  if  the  money  could  be  loaned,  with  any  degree  of  safety,  so  as  to 
yield  to  the  Church  an  equal  amount  of  profit. 

But  your  Agents  have  not  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  the  Method- 
ist Book  Concern  merely  as  a  money-making  institution.  This  they  have 
regarded  as  incidental,  while  the  great  object  has  been  to  furnish  the 
Church  and  the  world  with  a  sound  religious  literature.  And  yet  it 
may  be  doubted  whether  there  is  any  book-making  establishment  in  our 
country  which  has  succeeded  better  financially.  If  the  whole  amount 
paid  out  at  different  times,  per  order  of  the  General  Conference,  together 
■with  the  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  had  been  invested 
in  stocks,  or  loaned  out  on  annual  interest,  we  doubt  if  the  Methodist 
Book  Concern  w^ould  not  this  day  possess  a  larger  capital  than  any  other 
manufacturing  establishment  in  this  land.  And  though  your  Agents 
have  not  declared  any  dividends  to  the  several  Annual  Conferences  dur- 
ing their  agency,  yet  they  have  met  certain  demands  growing  out  of  the 
action  of  the  last  General  Conference,  including  the  salaries  and  travel- 
ing expenses  of  the  bishops,  together  with  the  dividend  of  1850, 
amounting  to  the  sum  of  $71,100  15. 

If  this  sum  had  been  appropriated  by  way  of  dividends,  it  would 
have  given  to  the  conferences  annually  $17,775  03. 

But,  notwithstanding  this  large  appropriation,  your  Agents  were  very 
desirous  to  continue  the  long- established  practice  of  declaring  dividends 
to  the  several  Annual  Conferences ;  and  it  was  not  until  they  had  made 
a  full  exhibit  of  the  financial  condition  of  the  Concern  to  the  Book 
Committee,  and  obtained  their  advice  on  the  subject,  that  they  abandoned 
the  idea.  Your  Agents  were  members  of  the  Book  Committee  the 
four  years  preceding  the  last  General  Conference,  and  knoA^nng,  as  they 
did,  the  emban-assmg  condition  of  the  Concern,  growing  out  of  the  suit 
with  the  Church,  South,  they  were  then  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  mex- 
pedient  to  declare  a  dividend  for  1852  ;  but,  under  the  circumstances 
which  existed  in  1853,  it  would  have  been  ruinous  to  the  best  interests 
of  the  Concern.  By  borrowing  money  and  by  strict  economy,  your  Agents 
have  been  able  to  meet  all  the  liabilities  of  the  Concern  thus  far  as  they 
became  due,  and  they  now  have  good  hope  that  in  a  few  years  the  Con- 
cern may  be  able  to  free  itself  from  its  indebtedness ;  and  your  Agents 
do  most  sincerely  hope  that  this  General  Conference  will  not,  further 
than  is  absolutely  necessary  f<^  the  interest  of  the  Church,  tax  the 
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Book  Concern  for  the  coming  four  years,  or,  at  least,  until  its  liabilities 
are  so  far  redeemed  that  they  can  be  managed  with  safety,  even  if  there 
should  come  a  more  stringent  time  for  money  than  -we  have  had  for  the 
last  two  years. 

In  closing  this  article  on  capital^  and  revenue,  we  give  the  exhibit 
of  January  1,  1856,  which  was  made  in  accordance  with  the  long- 
established  usage  of  the  House,  to  be  presented  to  the  several  Annual 
Conferences ;  together  with  one  so  modified  as  to  show  a  cash  valuation 
of  the  property  of  the  Concern. 

ASSETS. 

Exhibit,  Jan.    },  Comparative  Ex- 

1856,  to  be   pre-  bibir,  showing  the 

Eeal  Estate.  s.nted  to  the  Ad-  cash  v»:uali..n  of 

BUftl  Conferences.  the  property. 

House  and  lot  in  Sixth-street $9,000  00        $9,000  00 

Do.        do.        Seventh-street 9,500  00  9,500  00 

Buildings  and  lots  in  Mulberry-street 120,112  84      100,000  00 

Cash. 

Cash  in  Bank  and  in  hand 23,851  10        23,851  10 

New-York  and  Erie  Railroad  Bonds 4,000  00  4,000  00 

Periodicals. 
Amount  due  on  Periodical  Accounts 10,000  00 

Merchandise. 

Sunday-school  Books,  Books  of  General  Catalogue, 

Sheet-stock,  &c 154,688  18      139,200  00 

Printing-  Office. 

Presses,  Type,  Stereotype  Plates,  Wood  Cuts,  Furni- 
ture, White  Paper,  &c 116,836  08      105,153  00 

Bindery, 

Presses,  Tools,  Sheetstock,  &c. 106,673  56        95,916  00 

Notes  and  Book  Accounts. 

Notes  and  Book  Accounts $230,519  49  138,311  70 

Deduct  bad  debts,  estimated 46,103  89 

184,415  60 

Total $738,977  36    $624,931  80 

LIABILITIES. 

Book  Accounts  and  Notes,  including  Bonds  due  M. 

E.  Church,  South 170,704  60      170,704  60 

Capital  Stock $568,272  76    $454,227  20 

REMARKS. 

The  comparative  exhibit  is  modified  so  as  to  present  a  cash  valuation 
upon  the  property,  a  valuation  which  could  be  realized  in  case  of  sale, 
and  differs  from  the  exhibit  to  the  Anrnfal  Conferences  in  the  following 
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items:  Real  Estate,  less,  $20,112  84;  amount  due  on  Periodical  ac- 
count is  thrown  out,  because  subscriptions  received  in  advance  woidd 
about  offset  the  same,  $10,000;  Merchandise,  10  per  cent,  deducted, 
$15,488  18  ;  Printing-office  stock,  10  per  cent,  deducted,  $11,683  08  ; 
Bindery  stock,  10  per  cent,  deducted,  §10,657  56;  Notes  and  Book 
Accounts,  25  per  cent,  additional  deducted,  $46,103  90.  Total,  less 
than  the  showing  made  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  $114,045  56, 

PRICES  OF  BOOKS  AND  PERIODICALS. 

Much  has  been  said  and  written,  especially  in  the  past,  about  the 
high  price  of  the  publications  of  the  Book  Concern.  The  advantages, 
however,  of  such  high  prices,  if  they  were  so  at  the  time,  did  not  accrue 
to  tlie  Concern  as  much  as  to  those  who  purchased  to  sell  again,  from 
the  fact  that  the  most  liberal  discount  was  allowed.  But,  without  any 
abatement  of  that  discount  to  the  preachers  and  wholesale  purchasers, 
the  publications  have  from  time  to  time  been  reduced  in  price  to  such 
an  extent  that  we  may  safely  challenge  the  world  of  book  publishers  in 
this  respect.  We  are  perfectly  willing  the  publications  of  the  Concern, 
so  far  as  mere  mechanical  execution  is  concerned,  should  be  compared 
with  those  of  any  house  in  the  country.  We  have  taken  the  pains,  in 
some  instances,  to  institute  a  compaiison,  more  for  the  purpose  of  satis- 
fying our  brethren  than  ourselves  ;  and  we  find  that  they  are  clieaper 
than  several  of  the  New- York  publishing  houses,  particularly  our  recent 
publications  ;  that  works  which  we  sell  for  one  dollar,  a  book  corre- 
sponding in  size,  and  frequently  much  inferior  in  paper  and  binding,  is 
sold  by  others  for  one  dollar  and  a  quarter.  This  fact  can  be  verified 
by  any  one  who  will  take  the  pains  to  make  the  comparison.  So  much 
have  our  books  been  reduced  in  price,  that,  instead  of  the  allegation 
that  they  are  dearer  than  those  of  any  other  establishment,  it  may  be 
affirmed,  as  a  general  thing,  that  they  are  from  twenty  to  twenty-five 
per  cent,  cheaper,  notwithstanding  the  discounts  we  are  obliged  to  al- 
low to  wholesale  purchasers  are  much  larger. 

As  regards  our  periodicals,  it  may  be  asserted  that,  when  compared 
with  others,  whether  literary  or  religious,  they  are  much  cheaper ;  and 
it  may  be  affirmed,  upon  the  whole,  that  our  Church  furnishes  its  mem- 
bers, and  the  reading  public  at  laige,  with  books  and  periodicals  on  re- 
ligion and  literature,  cheaper  than  is  furnislied  by  any  otlier  Church. 

Frequent  remarks  are  made  about  the  cheapness  of  the  publications 
of  the  American  Tract  Society  and  the  American  Sunday-School  Union  ; 
but  our  Tract  and  Sunday-School  Departments  furnish  books  which 
will  compare  favorably  with  either  in  this  respect,  notwithstanding  these 
societies  are  sustained  by  contributions  from  the  various  Churches, 
amounting  annually  to  thousands  of  dollars.  Our  Tract  and  Sunday- 
school  books,  both  for  cheapness  and  variety,  are  not  excelled  by  any 
similar  productions  ;  and  the  most  thoroughly  progressive  among  us, 
when  all  the  facts  are  brouglit  before  them,  could  not  find  it  in  their 
hearts  to  charge  the  Concern  with  dereliction  in  duty  in  anything  per- 
taining to  a  sound  and  healthy  progiess. 

Fill  every  department  with  the  right  kind  of  men — men  who  will 
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stand  by  tlieir  posts  and  work  up  to  the  extent  of  their  ability  for  the 
promotion  of  the  interests  of  the  Institution,  and  there  can  be  no  calcu- 
lating the  results.  What  has  already  been  done  will  be  but  the  begin- 
ning of  greater  things  for  God  and  for  the  Church. 

Carlton  &  Phillips. 


M. 

REPORT  AND  EXHIBIT  OF  THE  AGENTS  OF  THE  WESTERN  BOOK 
CONCERN. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  It  becomes  our  duty,  according  to 
Discipline,  to  submit  to  you  a  report  of  the  business  of  the  Western 
Book  Concern  for  the  past  four  years. 

In  doing  this,  it  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say  they  have  been  years  of 
unprecedented  solicitude  and  care  to  your  Agents  ;  growing  principally 
out  of  the  Church  Suit  and  the  unparalleled  financial  difficulties  that 
have  passed  over  our  countiy — all  of  which  have  called  for  the  exercise 
of  our  best  skill  to  save  the  Concern,  if  not  from  suspension,  from  the 
most  serious  embarrassment. 

We  are  happy,  however,  in  making  up  our  account,  to  find  -that  the 
Concern,  though  necessarily  reduced  in  its  resources,  is  still  in  a  healthy 
and  safe  condition,  as  will  appear  from  the  accompanying  Exhibit  up  to 
November  30,  1855. 

And  here  it  may  be  proper  to  give  the  reasons,  already  set  forth  in 
our  Circular,  sent  to  some  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  for  changing  the 
time  of  getting  out  our  Exhibit  fi'om  March  31st  to  November  30th. 
The  reasons  are  the  following :  1.  March  31st  was  not  the  most  suit- 
able time,  being  in  the  midst  of  our  business  year.  2.  Ever  since  the 
first  of  January  has  been  the  period  for  the  commencement  of  our  peri- 
odical subscriptions,  we  have  been  compelled,  in  making  our  Exhibits 
to  the  above-named  date,  to  embrace  portions  of  two  years  of  the  peri- 
odical business,  which  has  always  been  the  occasion  of  considerable 
trouble ;  while  the  period  now  adopted  is  as  near  the  close  of  our  con- 
tracts with  subscribers  as  can  possibly  be  fixed  upon.  3.  Our  Exhibits 
made  to  that  time  were  more  than  one  year  old  when  presented  to 
some  of  the  Conferences. 

The  Exhibit  now  presented,  being  the  commencement  of  a  new  series 
of  Exhibits,  growing  out  of  the  recent  settlement  with  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  shows  the  condition  of  the  Concern  Novem- 
ber 30,  1855 — from  which  you  will  perceive  that  the  capital  stock  of 
the  Concern  has  been  reduced  from  §216,203  53  to  8150,405  Y4,  by 
the  deduction  of  the  debt  due  the  Church,  South,  the  expenses  of  the 
Church  Suit,  and  the  reduction  in  our  inventory  of  the  entire  stock  on 
hand  to  its  cash  value.     But  for  these  extraordinary  reductions,  the 
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capital  stock  would  have  been,  at  the  date  of  our  Exhibit,  6^250,816  62  ; 
which  would  show  a  profit  in  our  business,  from  March  31,  1852,  to 
November  30,  1855 — a  period  of  three  and  two-third  years — of 
§34,613  09. 

Our  salea  of  books,  including  those  sold  to  the  Chicago 
Depository,  for  the  last  four  years,  ending  March  31st, 

amount  to '. 8346,886  80 

Being  an  increase  over  the  previous  four  years  of.. .  $86,057  27 

Periodical  sales  for  the  same  time,  including  those  sold  to 

the  Depository,  amount  to 302,953  93 

Making  an  increase  over  the  past  four  years  of 90,804  63 

Total  book  and  periodical  sales $649,840  73 

Total  increase $176,861  90 

We  are  compelled  to  say  that  the  Tract  organization,  in  its  present 
form,  has  been  rather  prejudicial  to  our  sales  at  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  from  the  fact  that  Ave  have  declined  credit  sales  to  the  Con- 
ference Tract  Agents,  except  to  very  limited  amounts,  for  the  following 
reasons:  1.  The  Annual  Conferences  were  unwilling  to  assume  the  re- 
sponsibility of  paying  said  debts.  2.  We  did  not  think  it  safe  either  for 
brethren  themselves  or  the  Concern  to  extend  credit  to  individuals  for 
large  amounts.  This  has,  in  some  instances,  induced  the  Tract  Agents 
West  to  turn  their  trade  to  the  New- York  Concern.  To  colporteurs  we 
have  made  no  sales  on  time. 

The  increasing  demand  on  us  for  books  and  periodicals  has  rendered 
it  necessary  that  we  should  add  to  our  facilities  for  publishing,  etc.,  to 
enable  us  to  meet  said  demand. 

We  have,  therefore,  added,  during  the  past  term,  two  stories  to  the 
Book  Room  Building,  cornering  on  Main  and  Eighth  streets,  and  re- 
moved the  wooden  columns,  and  supphed  their  places  with  iron,  mak- 
ing the  building  much  more  permanent,  at  a  cost  of  about  ^5,500 ;  and 
have  remodeled  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  building,  so  as  to  adapt 
it  to  the  wants  of  our  business,  at  a  cost  of  say,  Si, 000. 

We  have  also  introduced  into  our  Book  Room  Building  the  necessary 
apparatus  fur  warming  the  entire  building  by  steam  brought  from  our 
Printing-Ofhce,  which  cost  81,350. 

We  have  added  to  our  Bindery  a  sawing  and  a  cutting  machine,  and 
one  embossing  press,  at  a  cost  of  61,000. 

We  have  also  added  to  our  Printing  Department  a  small  building,  for 
wetting  paper,  maihng-room,  and  a  room  in  which  we  run  two  presses, 
at  a  cost  of  about  SVOO. 

We  have  added  during  the  past  four  years  two' Adams's  improved 
presses,  and  one  Taylor's  improved  cylinder  press. 

At  this  time  we  are  running  seven  presses — .six  for  printing  books, 
and  one  for  printing  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  and  the  Christian 
Apologist. 

We  are  now  in  a  condition  to  do  a  large  amount  of  printing,  binding, 
etc.  ;  and  yet,  should  our  business  enlarge  as  it  has,  we  shall  soon  find 
ourselves  crowded  for  room. 

We  have  printed  during  the  past  term : 
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Bound  volumes  for  the  Concern 768,300  copies 

Tracts  for  the  Concern 745,750      " 

Bound  volumes  for  others 71,500      " 

Pamplilets,  consisting  of  Minutes  of  Conferences,  Cata- 
logues, etc 65,000      " 

Total 1,650,550      " 

We  have  added  to  our  Catalogue  during  the  past  four  years  thirty- 
six  new  -works  in  the  English  language,  and  have  several  more  in  press ; 
we  have  also  stereotyped  and  issued  during  the  same  time  thirty-one 
volumes  and  thirty-one  tracts  in  German ;  making  a  total  of  sixty-seven 
new  works  and  thirty-one  tracts. 

Our  periodicals  are  all  in  a  most  flourishing  condition  : 

We  arc  sending  out  now  of  the  "Western  Christian  Advocate 28,718 

Giving  ua  an  increase  in  the  past  four  j-ears  of 7,718 

The  Ladies'  Repository  has  a  subscription  list  of 29,580 

Which  is  an  increase  of 1 6,580 

The  Christian  Apologist  has  a  subscription  list  of 6,967 

Being  an  increase  of 3,593 

Our  other  periodicals  have  subscription  lists  as  follows  : 

Sunday  School  Advocate 31,192 

Missionary  Advocate 5,055 

National  Magazine 2,163 

Quarterly  Review 442 

All  the  periodicals  published  at  the  Western  Book  Concern  are  now 
yielding  an  annual  profit. 

Among  other  duties  assigned  us  by  the  last  General  Conference,  we 
were  instructed  to  estabUsh  a  paper  and  Depository  of  books  at  Chi- 
cago ;  the  paper  to  be  called  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate. 
This  we  proceeded  to  do  ;  and  although  the  rush  of  conferences  came 
upon  us  immediately  after  the  General  Conference,  and  our  Church 
Suit  with  the  South  was  also  pending,  involving  great  care  and  anxiety, 
as  may  be  seen  by  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Church  Suit  for  the  Western  Book  Concern,  yet  we  had  our  Depositoiy 
established  and  stocked  with  books  for  the  trade  early  in  the  fall  of  the 
same  year  ;  and  in  carrying  out  the  provisions  for  a  weekly  paper,  we 
effected  our  arrangements  so  as  to  send  out  a  specimen  number  in  the 
fall  of  1852  ;  and  the  first  number  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Ad- 
vocate was  issued  in  the  first  week  of  January,  1853. 

The  Depository  has  exceeded  our  most  sanguine  expectations. 

The  sales  of  books  at  that  place,  since  the  establishment  of  the 
Depository,  in  October,  1852,  up  to  March  31,  1856 — a  period 
of  three  years  and  five  months — have  been $142,209  67 

Periodicals  for  the  same  time 85,164  28 

Total  book  and  periodical  sales $227,373  95 

The  number  of  subscribers  to  the  periodicals  at  the  Chicago  Deposi- 
tory is  as  follows  : 
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Northwestern  Christian  Advocate 10,033 

Ladies'  Repository 7,200 

National  Magazine 2,400 

Sunday  School  xVdvocate 13,300 

Missionary  Advocate 3,000 

Quarterly' Review 218 

The  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate  has  been  published  at  a  loss 
of  §4,653  30  ;  but  will,  no  doubt,  soon  pay  for  itself  and  yield  a  profit 
to  the  Concern.  But  for  the  heavy  debt  due  the  South,  and  the  con- 
sequent importance  of  husbanding  our  finances,  we  should  not  hesitate 
to  suggest  to  the  General  Conference  the  propriety  of  ordering  the  pur- 
chase of  a  suitable  Jot,  and  the  erection  of  such  a  building  or  buildings  as 
would  answer  for  the  Depository  and  the  printing  of  the  paper  in 
Chicago. 

We  were  also  authorized  to  establish,  at  our  discretion,  a  Depository 
and  a  paper  at  St.  Louis,  when,  in  our  judgment,  it  would  be  safe  to  do 
so.  In  view  of  the  heavy  liabilities  upon  us,  there  has  been  no  time 
when  we  have  thought  it  would  be  safe  to  the  Concern  to  establish  a 
Depository  of  books  at  that  place.  Under  date  of  August  21,  1854, 
■we  proposed  to  the  patronizing  Conferences,  upon  their  advising  it,  to 
publish  a  paper,  commencing  January  1,  1855  ;  but,  about  the  time  of 
the  meeting  of  the  Publishing  Committee  for  the  final  settlement  of  the 
question,  we  were  in  the  midst  of  the  great  financial  shock  which  was 
upon  the  country,  and  w^as  so  severely  felt  in  the  West,  and  especially 
in  our  own  city.  The  farmer  and  mechanic  were  sufiering  alike  with 
the  merchant.  In  fact,  an  overwhelming  panic  had  seized  upon  the 
people,  such  as  had  never  been  felt  before  in  the  United  States. 

In  our  own  city,  by  suspensions  and  failures,  a  large  amount  of  capi- 
tal was  locked  up,  including  about  $9,000  of  the  fimds  of  the  Book 
Concern  and  the  Missionary  Society ;  and  at  the  very  time  that  we 
were  setting  out  to  attend  the  meeting  of  the  Publishing  Committee, 
the  news  reached  us  that  $3,000  of  our  funds  were  shut  up  in  the 
Union  Bank  of  Chicago,  which  had  suspended  ;  and  on  the  very  day 
that  Ave  started  for  St.  Louis,  the  run  commenced  on  the  Ohio  Life  In- 
surance and  Trust  Company  of  Cincinnati,  in  which  nearly  all  of  ovx 
remaining  funds  Avere  deposited.  In  this  state  of  things,  although  we 
had  pledged  ourselves  to  the  Conferences  to  commence  the  paper,  we 
felt  ourselves  compelled  to  abandon  it,  and  so  reported  to  the  Publish- 
ing Committee  at  a  meeting  held  at  St.  Louis,  November  22,  1854. 
This  Avas  done  with  the  concuirence  of  the  members  of  the  Committee 
present  after  hearing  the  facts  in  the  case. 

It  may  be  proper,  before  closing  our  Report,  to  call  the  special  atten- 
tion of  the  General  Conference  to  the  encouraging  increase  of  the  Ger- 
man publications  and  sales,  from  Avhich  it  will  be  seen  that  the  German 
books  are  no  longer  published  at  a  loss  to  the  Concern,  but,  on  the  con- 
trary, some  profit.  Our  German  brethren  have  earnestly  desired  a 
much  larger  increase  in  the  variety  of  German  publications.  This  de- 
mand we  have  not  been  able  to  meet,  from  the  fact  that  Dr.  IJast,  in 
connection  with  his  other  editorial  duties,  has  not  been  able,  without 
such  assistance  as  he  could  not  procure,  to  do  more  than  he  has  done 
PP 
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in  preparing  German  books  for  the  press.  In  view  of  this  expressed 
desideratum  of  a  larger  supply  of  German  hooks,  and  the  request  for 
the  publication  of  a  semi-monthly  Sabbath-school  paper  in  the  German 
language,  we  would  respectfully  suggest  to  the  General  Conference  to 
consider  the  propriety  of  appointing  an  assistant  editor  in  the  German 
department,  as  it  is  thought  the  desired  help  can  only  be  procured  from 
among  the  German  traveling  preachers. 

With  regard  to  the  Sabbath-school  paper  in  the  German  language, 
we  are  told  that  our  sister  German  Protestant  denominations  are  pub- 
lishing such  a  paper  for  their  Sabbath  schools,  and  if  we  do  not  provide 
our  children  with  a  periodical  of  this  kind  in  the  German  language,  our 
schools  will  be  compelled  to  supply  themselves  elsewhere.  It  is 
thought  by  our  German  brethren  that  there  Avill  be  a  sufficient  patron- 
age from  the  beginning  to  save  the  Book  Concern  from  loss.  The 
great  variety  of  cuts  that  we  have  accumulated  from  year  to  year,  in 
publishing  the  English  Sunday  School  Advocate,  will  enable  us  to  fur- 
nish a  cheaper  and  better  periodical  in  German  than  any  other  Church 
can  do. 

With  regard  to  the  German  Commentaiy  on  the  New  Testament, 
which  the  last  General  Conference  instmcted  the  German  editor  to  pre- 
pare for  publication,  '•  and  for  which  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati 
were  authorized  to  provide  the  editor  with  the  help  he  might  need  to 
any  amount  not  exceeding  81,000,"  we  have  to  report,  that  the  editor 
found  it  impossible  to  undertake  this  great  work  alone,  and  that  neither 
be  nor  the  Agents  could  succeed  in  finding  aid  suitable  to  so  responsible 
a  work ;  and  besides  this  difficulty,  the  editor  wishes  us  to  say  that  he 
would  have  hesitated  to  proceed  in  this  great  work  for  the  following 
considerations : 

1.  The  great  disproportion  between  the  expense  of  the  work  and  om' 
limited  German  membership. 

2.  The  fact  that  the  General  Conference  ordered  a  brief  Commentary, 
and  the  almost  unanimous  judgment  of  our  German  brethren  that,  in 
order  to  obtain  the  object  of  the  proposed  Commentary,  it  should  not  be 
brief,  but  full  and  large,  and  that  the  publication  of  a  large  Commen- 
tary would  pay  cost  better. 

3.  The  hope  that  before  long  the  Church  would  publish  a  new  Com- 
mentary, compiled  by  abler  men  and  clothed  with  proper  authority, 
which  might  then  be  translated  into  German. 

Finally,  we  beg  leave  to  say  that,  as  your  Agents  in  the  performance 
of  the  highly-responsible  duties  devolving  upon  us  during  our  Agency, 
we  claim  to  have  acted  for  the  time  being  with  reference  to  the  best  in- 
terests of  the  Concern  we  represent. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SWORMSTEDT  <fe  PoE,  AffSntS. 
CmciNXATi,  March  31,  1856. 
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EXHIBIT,  NOVEMBER  30,  1855. 

Dear  Brethren  :  The  late  settlement  with  the  Commissioners  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Chmxh,  South,  renders  it  necessary  for  us  to  com- 
mence a  new  series  of  Exhibits  ;  and  having  for  some  time  felt  the  in- 
convenience of  making  them  up  to  March  31st,  the  former  date,  we 
have  thought  this  the  most  suitable  time  for  making  a  change.  We 
therefore  now  present  you  an  Exhibit  of  the  condition  of  the  Western 
Book  Concern  at  this  date. 

Very  respectfully,  your  servants  in  Christ, 

SWORMSTEDT  &  POE,   AgCUtS. 

Resources. 
Stock  on  hand  : 

Books,  bound  and  in  sheets.  Stationery,  etc $48,627  35 

Presses,  Plates,  Type,  Printing  Paper,  etc 34,258  80 

Materials  and  Tools  in  Bindery 7,073  07 

Editors'  Libraries,  Furniture  in  Offices,  etc 1,000  00 

890,959  22 

IVotes  and  Accounts $67,054  01 

Deduct  15  per  cent,  for  probable  losses 10,058  10 

$56,995  91 

Real  Estate  in  Cincinnati $75,000  00 

Stock  in  Cincinnati  Fuel  Company 100  00 

Slock  in  Fireman's  Insurance  Company 100  00 

Cash  and  Ihajls  on  hmd 10,871  71 

$234,026  84 
Liabilities. 

Notes  and  Accounts,  including  the  balance  due  the  Methodist  Episcopal 

Church,  South $83,621  10 

Net  Capital,  November  30,  1855 $150,405  74 

N.  B.  The  amount  which  the  Western  Book  Concern,  according  to 
adjustment  between  the  Commissioners,  agreed  to  pay  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  was  : 

In  cash  payments $60,000  00 

In  Books  '. 20,000  00 

In  Southern  Notes  and  Accounts 12,926  61 

f  92,926  61 

On  this  amount  the  Agents  have  paid : 

In  cash tl5,000  00 

In  Books 9,046  17 

In  Notes  and  Accounts 12,926  61 

$36,972  78 

$55,953  83 
This  balance  is  to  be  paid : 

In  cash  payments $45,000  00 

In  Books.! 10,9.53  83 

$55,953  83 

But  for  the  settlement  with  the  Church,  South,  and  the  expenses  of  the 
suit  since  the  General  Conference  of  1852,  the  Concern  would  now  have 
a  net  capital  stock  of $250,816  62 
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N. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  OP  THE  WESTERN  BOOR 
CONCERN. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  We  have  met  annually  at  Cincinnati 
to  attend  to  the  duties  with  which  we  were  charged  by  the  General  Con- 
ference of  1852,  and  have  given  to  the  interests  committed  to  our  watch- 
care,  such  attention  as  will  authorize  us  to  speak  with  confidence  and 
pleasure  of  the  prudent  and  faithful  management  of  the  Concern  by 
your  Agents,  Brothers  Swormstedt  and  Poe. 

With  our  advice  and  approval,  the  Agents  have  made  very  important 
improvements  to  the  property  by  adding  two  stories  to  the  main  build- 
ing, and  by  furnishing  increased  facihties  for  carrying  on  the  business  of 
the  Book  Room. 

So  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  there  has  been  no  want  of 
economy  or  of  attention  to  the  pecuniary  interests  of  the  Concern  by 
your  Agents.  They  have  had  to  grapple  with  the  difficulties  accruing 
from  the  unsettled  state  of  the  monetary  affairs  of  the  country,  and  the 
additional  perplexities  of  the  settlement  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South. 

Your  Agents  have  been  successful,  under  these  disadvantageous  circum- 
stances, in  maintaining  the  character  of  the  Western  Book  Concern,  in 
regard  to  its  ability  and  promptitude  in  meeting  all  its  liabilities.  The 
books  of  the  Concern  are  neatly  and  correctly  kept,  and  the  premises 
are  in  good  order,  and  the  working  apartments  are  conveniently  and 
comfortably  arranged. 

There  have  been  added  to  the  regular  catalogue  sixty-seven  books  and 
thirty-one  tracts  during  the  four  years,  and  several  additional  volumes 
are  in  the  course  of  publication. 

We  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Book  Agents  for  the  amount  of 
sales  during  the  four  years  past. 

We  are  gratified  in  being  able  to  report  that  all  the  periodicals  pub- 
lished at  the  Western  Book  Concern  are  in  a  highly  prosperous  condition, 
and  you  will,  doubtless,  appreciate  the  eflforts  of  the  editors  of  these  peri- 
odicals, as  contributing  to  this  result. 

By  the  report  of  the  Agents,  you  will  be  pleased  to  leani  that  the 
Depository  at  Chicago  is  doing  a  good  work,  and  that  the  prospect  is 
good  for  the  success  of  the  Northwestern  Christian  Advocate,  as  a 
self-supporting  member  of  the  family  of  Church  Periodicals. 

We  deem  it  not  improper  to  suggest  to  the  General  Conference  that 
the  Tract  Society,  as  at  present  organized  and  operating,  is  not  accom- 
plishing the  design  of  its  creation,  and  respectfully  suggest  the  propriety 
of  some  better  and  more  efficient  and  profitable  arrangement. 

We  commend  all  these  interests  to  your  fostering  care,  praying  that 
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the  blessing  of  God  may  rest  upon  these  important  auxiUaries  in  spread- 
ing Scriptural  holiness  all  over  these  lands. 

G.  W.  Walker,  President,  Cincinnati. 
Peter  Cartwright,  Illinois. 
LuoiEN  W.  Bekry,  Iowa. 
R.  Sapp,  Michigan. 
Jos.  M.  Trimble,  Ohio. 
S.  C.  Cooper,  I^.  Indiana. 
CiNOiKNATi,  April  29, 1866. 


0. 

REPORT  OP  THE  MINORITY  OP  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  OP  THE 
WESTERN  BOOK  CONCERN. 

To  the  Bishops  and  Members  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church  in  General  Conference  assembled : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren:  The  undersigned,  a  member  of  the 
Book  Committee  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Concern,  respectfully  begs  leave 
to  present  the  following  as  a  Minority  Report.  This  measure  is  not 
prompted  by  any  unkind  feelings  among  the  members  of  the  committee 
but  bv  an  honest  difference  of  opinion  respecting  the  powers  and  duties  ot 
the  Book  Committee.  Nor  is  it  intended,  in  this  statement,  to  complain 
of  any  one,  or  to  examine  the  matters  treated  of  in  the  report  presented 
bv  the  majority,  but  mainly  to  bring  to  the  notice  of  the  General  Conter- 
ence  the  ground  of  difference  between  us  and  other  members  of  the 
committee,  which,  in  the  judgment  of  the  undersigned,  reqmres  the 
decision  of  the  General  Conference.  The  following  preanible  and  reso- 
lutions, containing  our  views  on  the  subject,  were  presented  to  the  com- 
mittee at  its  last  meeting,  April  29th,  with  the  hope  that  the  matter 
might  be  adjusted  without  reference  to  this  body,  but  the  majority  did 
not  see  fit  to  acquiesce  in  the  measure.  .,,,,,..  -^  •  i 

"  Whereas  it  is  provided  in  the  Disciphne  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  that'  'It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  to  examine 
into  the  condition  of  the  Book  Concern,  to  inspect  the  accounts  ot  the 
Agents,  and  to  make  a  report  thereof,  yearly,  to  all  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, and  to  the  General  Conference ;  and,  ,       ,        ,  ,i 

"  Whereas,  the  interests  of  the  Concern  on  the  one  hand,  and  the 
protection  of  the  administration  on  the  other  hand,  require  that  such 
'examination'  and  '  inspection'  should  extend  to,  and  mclude,  the  annual 
receipts  and  expenditure  of  the  funds  of  the  Concern ;  and. 

Whereas,  a  difference  of  opinion  exists  among  the  members  of  the 
Book  Committee,  in  respect  to  their  authority  to  audit  the  accounts  ot 
the  Agents,  and  the  practicability  of  the  measure ;  and  as  mformation 
16 
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has  been  received  from  the  Agents,  that  the  books  of  the  Concern  are 
not  so  kept  and  arranged  as  to  render  such  an  inspection  of  the  accounts 
practicable ;  and, 

"  Whereas,  all  the  interests  involved  require  that  those  differences  of 
opinion  should  be  fully  settled,  and  the  obstacles  (if  any  exist)  in  the 
vray  of  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  Agents  should  be 
removed ;  therefore, 

"  1 .  Resolved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Book  Committee  to  inspect 
the  accoimts  of  the  Agents,  to  the  extent  of  ascertaining  the  amount  of 
funds  annually  received,  and  the  objects  and  purposes  for  which  such 
funds  have  been  expended. 

"  2.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Committee  respectfully  request  the 
Agents  of  the  Cincinnati  Book  Concern  so  to  arrange  and  keep  the  books 
and  accounts  of  the  Concern,  together  with  any  vouchers  that  may  be 
deemed  necessary,  as  to  render  the  above  examination  and  inspection  as 
easy  and  practicable  as  possible." 

A  majority  of  the  committee  declining  to  adopt  the  above  resolutions, 
or  to  take  any  action  on  the  subject,  left  the  undersigned  no  other  course 
to  pursue  than  either,  1st,  to  sign  the  report  of  the  majority,  which,  in 
his  opinion,  was  not  the  result  of  such  an  examination  of  the  Concern, 
and  inspection  of  the  accounts  of  the  Agents,  as  the  rule  of  Discipline 
contemplates ;  or,  2d,  to  neglect  what  he  conceived  to  be  an  official 
duty,  and  allow  this  subject  still  to  remain  in  doubt;  or,  3d,  to  submit 
it  for  final  decision  to  the  judgment  of  the  General  Conference.  The 
latter  course  has  been  chosen,  with  the  humble  request  that  the  Confer- 
ence Avill  definitely  express  its  views,  whether  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the 
Book  Committee,  under  the  rule  of  Discipline,  to  "  inspect  the  accounts 
of  the  Agents,"  in  the  sense  of  auditing  those  accounts ;  and  whether 
the  books  of  the  Concern  should  not  be  so  arranged  and  kept  as  to 
render  such  inspection  as  practicable  and  easy  as  possible. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

John  H.  Power. 
May  3,  1866. 


P. 

REPORT  OF  THE  BOOK  COMMITTEE  AT  NEW-YORK. 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Book  Committee  appointed  by 
the  General  Conference,  at  its  session  in  1852,  in  accordance  with  the 
provisions  of  the  Discipline,  make  their  Report  to  the  General  Conference, 
to  be  held  in  Indianapolis  in  May,  1856. 

The  committee  having  given  all  the  attention  to  the  important  duties 
assigned  them,  which  their  limited  time  would  permit,  are  happy  to  say, 
that  so  far  as  they  are  able  to  judge,  the  business  of  the  Book  Concern 
has  been  faithfully  conducted.  The  Agents  have  proved  themselves 
fully  adequate  to  the  management  of  the  varied  interests  of  the  Concern, 
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nndPv  the  new  and  pressincr  emergencies  through  which  it  has  passed, 
aritc.  frorireasiL  demands  fSr  our  pubUcations  great  pressure  m 
the  moneta  y  conce.^^^  of  the  country,  and  heavy  habihties  ansmg  fnjm 
h  3em/nt  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Ep'-opf  Churc^.  bouth. 
It  would  not  have  been  matter  of  wonder,  if  m  a  path  to  them_  so  new 
anHo  large  a  portion  of  it  entirely  untrodden  our  brethren,  mtrusted 
witli  tli^gfeat  interest,  had  made  some  material  Mures  ;  but  you  com- 
mittee Se  free  to  say  that  the  administration  of  the  agency  has  been 
Tuch  as  to  entL  the^m  to  the  approbation  and  gratitude  of  the  General 
Conference  and  the  Church  at  large.  ^v^^llpnt  renair 

The  buildincrs  of  the  Book  Concern  are  m  a  state  of  excellent  repair 
improvemens  having  been  made  which  add  much  to  the  convenience  of 
theses  ab^ishment,  and  aflbrd  increased  faciUties  to  those  who  aije  engaged 
n  prosecut  n^  th;  various  branches  of  its  business  The  machinery  has 
KnS  improved.  New  and  improved  presses  ha^je  been  substituted 
for  such  as  were  antiquated  and  comparatively  inefficient^  By  these 
means  the  power  of  the  Concern  has' been  greatly  increased  at  a  com- 

^^?h:i:^^h:^b:jrdded  to  ..  cata^-  of  books  during  tlie  pa.t 
four  years,  two  hundred  and  forty-seven  volumes,  and  s<^vei-al  o^f  hese 
are  volumes  of  considerable  size  and  of  great  ^P^lf-^^lY/  ^^^^^^^^ 
ture  The  sales  of  the  Concern  have  amounted  to  ^1  000,734  18,  ana 
the  business  has  vielded  a  profit  of  8191,262  77.  These  are  results 
whictyoTcommittee  think  Should  be  regarded  as  highly  satisfactory. 

DEPOSITORIES. 
The  Depositories  established,  in  conformity  with  the  action  of  the 
Gen    al  Serence,  at  Boston,  Pittsburgh,  and  Buffalo  are  in  success- 
fu  operation.    The  amount  of  sales  for  four  years  ^s  as  follows  .  Bo.ton, 
Sl'^9  814  17  ;  Pittsburgh,  $49,425  66  ;  ^Buffalo,  |1 2  000 

An  experiment  of  a  Branch  of  the  Concern  in  the  city  of  New-York 
has  been^nTo-ress  for  some  six  years,  and  the  results,  as  your  Com- 
'   mTttee  think  ^have  not  been  such  as  to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  such 
Tnl^LSment  is  expedient.     The  question,  it  is  presumed,  will  receive 
/liiP  attention  from  the  General  Conference.  r      ^  -u 

^  Yo  rdm  ttee  are  of  opinion  that  there  may  be  danger  of  estab- 
lishin  "too  many  depositories!  Such  are  the  increased  facilities  for  tians- 
por^tion  a^thJpresent  time,  that  it  would  seem  to  be  a  measure  of 
Lmmon  prudenc^e  not  to  increase  the  risks  and  expenses  of  seperate 
establishments  much  beyond  what  they  are  at  present. 

PERIODICALS. 

Your  committee  regi-et  to  say  that  all  the  periodicals  P^b^^l^^^ 
New-York  come  short  of  supporting  themselves,  exceptmg  the  Chustian 
Advocate  and  Journal,  and  that  has  fallen  off  m  the  number  of  its  sub- 
cribers  during  the  last  year. 

oThis  Depository  has  been  in  existence  about  twenty  months;  hence  the  re- 
port of  sales  is  for  only  one  year. 
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The  Advocate  now  has  2 "7,600  upon  its  subscription  list,  and  yielded 
a  profit  for  the  current  year,  ending  December  30,  1855,  of  83,063  15. 

The  Quarterly  Review  has  somewhat  increased  its  number  of  sub- 
scribers, now  having  a  list  of  2,600,  but  still  has  run  the  Concern  in 
debt  $2,416  97  for  the  current  year. 

The  National  Magazine  has  a  subscription  list  of  15,500,  and  was  a 
loss  to  the  Concern,  the  past  year,  of  84,438  57. 

The  Sunday-School  Advocate  has  a  circulation  of  80,000,  and  failed 
to  meet  its  expenses,  in  1855,  by  85,887  70.  The  mechanical  execution 
and  the  quality  of  the  paper  are  evidently  too  expensive  for  the  present 
price  of  the  paper.  It  will  be  a  question  for  the  General  Conference  to 
settle,  whether  it  will  be  good  policy  to  reduce  the  quaUty  of  the  paper, 
number,  and  expenses  of  the  cuts,  <kc.,  or  continue  to  publish  the  paper 
at  a  loss. 

TRACT  SOCIETY. 

The  Tract  Society  is  an  importcint  branch  of  our  economy,  and  may 
be  considered  as  having  fairly  commenced  its  career  of  usefulness.  It 
only  becomes  us  to  speak  of  the  institution  as  an  instrumentality  through 
which  the  Book  Concern  can  act  upon  the  public  mind.  The  relations 
of  the  two,  perhaps,  are  not  yet  quite  sufficiently  defined.  Your  com- 
mittee would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  relation  of  the  Book  Concern 
and  the  Tract  Society  should  be  so  adjusted,  and  responsibility  for  the 
debts  contracted  for  books  should  be  so  located,  as  that  the  Tract  So- 
ciety should  not  be  a  source  of  loss  to  the  Book  Concern.  The  General 
Conference  will,  doubtless,  carefully  examine  into  the  whole  question, 
and  make  all  necessary  and  suitable  provision  for  the  harmonious  and 
effective  action  of  the  two  departments. 

SUGGESTIONS. 

Facts  and  circumstances  have  aiTested  the  attention  of  the  Book 
Committee,  during  the  past  four  years,  which  have  brought  us  to  cer- 
tain conclusions,  which  we  feel  bound  to  present  to  the  General  Confer- 
ence for  its  consideration.  We  shall  not  undertake  to  sustain  our 
opinions  by  a  lengthened  argument  in  this  report,  but  should  the  General 
Conference  be  induced,  by  our  suggestions,  to  look  at  the  reasons  upon 
which  they  are  based,  or,  if  they  are  not  obvious,  should  our  suggestions 
elicit  them  from  any  quarter,  so  that  they  may  be  fully  appreciated,  our 
object  will  be  answered. 

We  would  suggest  the  possibility  of  multiplying  General  Conference 
papers  beyond  the  necessities  of  the  Church. 

We  would  also  suggest  that  the  editors  at  New- York  should  reside 
in  that  city,  or  in  its  immediate  neighborhood,  and  occupy  oflSces  in  the 
Book  Room.  Also,  that  editors  should  not,  at  then-  own  motion,  leave 
the  country,  and  devolve  their  duties  upon  others. 

Finally  :  That  the  General  Conference  editors  should  not  disparage 
the  Book  Concern  in  their  pubUcations.  We  beheve  that  the  importance 
of  the  Concern,  as  a  tributary  to  the  Church's  power,  can  scarcely  be 
overrated,  and  we  think  that  it  is  entitled  to  the  sympathy  and  hearty 
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cooperation  of  the  whole  Church;  and  certainly  we  think  it  ought  to 
he  protected  from  the  assaults  of  our  own  editors. 

During  the  past  four  years  a  great  crisis  has  taken  place  in  the  ustory 
of  the  Book  Concern.  We  refer  to  the  settlemen  of  the  ht.gat  on  with 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  the  ^^^'''^^^''1}'^'^J 
liabilities  of  the  Concern.  The  present  financial  condition  of  the  Con- 
cern, we  presume,  will  be  presented  by  the  Agents  in  their  report,  and 
must  not  be  entered  into  by  us.  ,  .  i  ;„..„«n 

This  brief  survey  of  interests  committed  to  us  for  our  annual  inspec- 
tion and  advisement,  we  now  submit  to  the  General  Conference  as  our 

^®P°^  ■  George  Peck,  Wyoming  Conference. 

C.  B.  TipPETT,  Baltimore  Conference. 
T.*  J.  Thompson,  Philadelphia  Conference. 
J."  Porter,  New-England  Conference. 
S.  Allen,  Maine  Conference. 
M.  Crow,  East  Genesee  Conference. 


a. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  SUIT  IN 
THE  WEST. 

The  Commissioners  appointed  to  attend  to  the  Church  Suit  in  the 
West  beer  leave  to  report.  They  attended  the  trial  in  the  Circuit  Court 
of  Ohio  where  the  case  was  argued  by  able  counsel  on  both  sides,  and 
the  decision  was  in  favor  of  the  defendants.  No  sooner  was  the  decision 
rendered  than  notice  of  an  appeal  was  given. 

At  an  early  period  after  this  decision  was  rendered,  Judge  M  Lean  vol- 
untarily mediating  between  the  parties,  proposed  an  amicable  settlement 
with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

The  iudo-e  in  his  letter  of  October  29,  1852,  says,  "As  the  late  de- 
cision place's  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  on  its  proper  ground,  and 
must  vindicate  its  course  in  the  estimation  of  all  intelligent  and  unpreju- 
diced men,  I  advise  strongly  and  decidedly  that  a  compromise  be  pro- 

^°The  Commissioners  of  the  suit  in  the  East  resolved,  "That  if  the  com- 
mission in  the  West  should  take  measures  for  an  amicable  settlement, 
and  succeed  in  obtaining  such  a  settlement  as  the  following,  namely  :  that 
all  proceedings  in  the  civil  courts  between  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
and  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  forever  cease,  then  and  in 
case  the  decision  of  the  Court  in  New-York  shall  be  satisfactory,  we  wi 
<nve  it  our  sanction,  provided  also  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  will 
allow  an  assessment  upon  the  Western  Concern,  in  proportion  to  the 
amount  of  property  at  New- York  and  Cincinnati." 
To  which  the  Commissioners  of  the  West  answered : 
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*'  That  while  we  regret  the  litigation  before  the  civil  courts  occasioned 
by  the  suits  brought  by  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  feel 
disposed  to  do  everything  that  justice,  equity,  or  a  Christian  spirit  may 
demand,  we  do  not  think  we  are  required  to  make  any  proposition  for 
compromise,  or  that  it  would  be  proper  for  us  to  do  so. 

"  That  we  hold  ourselves  in  readiness  respectfully,  and  patiently,  to  con- 
sider any  further  suggestions  which   may  be  made  by  the  Eastern  com- 
mission of  the  Methodist   Episcopal   Church,  touching  a  proposition  for   I 
compromise,  or  to  confer  with  them  on  this  subject." 

In  communicating  the  foregoing,  we  suggested  reasons  why  a  proposition 
for  compromise  might  with  more  propriety  come  from  them. 

Early  in  December,  1852,  your  Commissioners,  acting  upon  suggestions 
of  counsel,  addressed  a  circular  letter  to  the  Bishops,  containing  in  sub- 
stance the  following  inquiries,  namely  :  1.  Would  you  advise  that  the 
Bishops  be  requested  to  submit  a  proposition  to  make  a  division  of  the 
property  of  the  Book  Concern  according  to  the  "Plan  of  Separation"  be- 
fore the  Annual  Conferences,  in  order  to  ascertain  whether  the  requisite 
majority  could  be  obtained.  2.  Do  you  believe  such  a  proposition  would 
be  carried  in  the  Annual  Conferences?  3.  If  an  attempt  should  be  made 
to  settle  the  claim  of  the  Southland  it  should  fail,  would  our  position  be- 
fore the  public  be  better  or  worse  ? 

The  Bishops  were  unanimous  in  advising  against  submitting  the  prop-  ■ 
osition,  and  in  declaring  their  opinion,  that  if  it  were  submitted  it  would 
fail,  and  render  our  position  worse. 

The  brethren  of  the  Eastern  Commission,  who  were  also  consulted,  re- 
turned answers  in  harmony  with  those  of  the  Bishops.  Your  Commis- 
sioners, therefore,  concluded  that  nothing  could  be  gained  by  submitting 
the  question  to  the  Annual  Conferences,  and  they  so  informed  their  coun- 
sel. In  May,  1853,  the  Eastern  Commissioners  were  convened,  at  the  in- 
stance of  Judge  M'Lean,  and  they  agreed  to  a  basis  of  settlement,  sub-  1 
ject  to  the  condition  that  the  Western  Commissioners  unite  in  the  prop-  1 
osition.  This  "basis"  was  communicated  to  the  Southern  Commissioners, 
and  after  they  had  assented  to  it,  it  was  submitted  to  us. 

Before  determining  whether  we  could  unite  with  our  brother  Commis- 
sioners in  the  East,  we  requested  a  meeting  with  them,  which  was  held  at 
Pittsburgh,  Pa.,  July  6,  1853.  Meanwhile  we  consulted  counsel  as  to  our 
powers,  and  received  the  following  answer  from  Mr.  Ewiug  : 

"  There  is,  to  my  mind,  a  veiy  clear  distinction  between  the  powers  of    \ 
the  Commissioners  over  the  funds  involved  in  the  suit  in  New- York  and 
the  suit  in  Ohio. 

"  An  interlocutory  decree  having  passed  against  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  New- York,  settling  the  question  of  right  against  them,  it  is  in  ( 
the  power  of  the  Commissioners  to  compromise  and  settle  the  details  of   ; 
the  final  decree  in  such  manner  as  in  their  opinion  will  subserve  the  in-   i 
terests  and  promote  the  well-being  of  the  Church  which  they  represent. 
The  Annual  Conferences  have  no  voice  in  this  matter  of  adjustment  and 
detail.     All  rests  with  the  General  Conference,  whose  powers  are  not  in 
this  restricted  by  any  organic  law,  and  the  General  Conference  has  vested 
all  its  powers  over  this  subject-matter  in  the  Commissioners.     They  there-  • 
fore  have  full  power  to  adjust  the  details  of  the  final  decree,  not  departing 


Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Church  Suit  in 


the  West.  247 


from  the  principles  settled  by  the  interlocutory  decree,  in  such  manner  as 
they  think  proper,  and  their  acts  will  be  binding  upon  the  Church  and  all 
else  interested  bv  connection  with  it.  .    .    ^,  .  ^  ., 

« l)ut  the  case  is  totally  different  with  the  suit  m  Ohio,  and  the  prop- 
erty which  is  affected  by  it.  ,  i     .i      /->  i 

"  Without  criticisini?  too  closely  the  powers  granted  by  the  General 
Conference  to  the  Commissioners  over  the  suit  in  Ohio,  and  suffering  it  to 
extend,  as  I  think  it  does,  not  only  to  the  suit,  but  with  it  to  the  subject- 
matter  in  controversy,  the  property  involved  in  the  suit,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  all  matters  in  litigation  concerning  it,  we  yet^find  the  Commis- 
sioners clothed  only  with  the  power  which  the  General  Conference 
has  over  the  Book  Concern  before  any  litigation  commenced  concern- 

""^'It'  cannot  be  well  argued  that  the  power  of  the  General  Conference 
over  the  property  in,  and  proceeds  of,  the  Book  Concern  was  enlarged  by 
the  fact  that  there  was  controversy  and  litigation  concerning  it,  and  that 
the  General  Conference  was  the  appropriate  repository  to  conduct  and 
settle  liticration.  The  whole  controversy  rested  and  rests  on  the  power  ot 
the  Gencn-al  Conference  to  apply  this  fund  in  a  particular  manner,  it 
thev  have  that  power,  I  think,  on  a  liberal  construction  of  their  act  they 
have  quoad  hoc  transferred  it  to  the  Commissioners.  But  it_  they  had  it 
not  as  an  original  and  distinct  power,  they  cannot  have  acquired  it  by  an 
abortive  attempt  (if  they  did  attempt  it,  which  I  by  no  means  admit)  at 
its  exercise,  and  by  such  attempt  giving  rise  to  litigation.  To  hold  that 
this  could  be  done,  would  be  to  nullify  at  once  all  constitutional  restnc- 

^°"  The  power  of  the  Commissioners  then  over  the  subject-matter  of  the 
controversy  in  Ohio  rests  upon  the  power  of  the  General  Conference  over 
the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Concern,  subject  to  the  saving  of  the  6th  restrict- 
ive article,  and  there  is  no  decree  in  the  case  in  Ohio  changmg  the  rela- 
tion of  the  parties  to  the  property. 

» I  have  heretofore  expressed  my  opinion  that  the  General  Conference 
had  no  power  to  change  the  apphcation  of  the  proceeds  of  the  Book  Con- 
i  cern  without  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conferences.     This  opinion  re- 
.'  mains  unchanged.     I  have  no  doubt  whatever  on  the  subject.     The  Circuit 
Court  in  the  district  of  Ohio,  in  the  direct  case,  expressed  the  same  opin- 
ion unhesitatingly.     In  the  New-York  case,  it  was  held  thatthe  effect 
had  been  produced,  not  by  a  direct  exercise  of  power  which  it  vyas  not 
intimated  that  the  General  Conference  possessed,  but  that  by  the  destruc- 
,    tion  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church   and  the  organization  ot  two 
i    Churches  out  of  its  original  elements,  the  rights  to  the  proceeds  ot  the 
!    Book  Concern  followed  the  persons  entitled  into  the  new  orgamzation.    in 
my  opinion,  therefore,  the  Commissioners  have  not  power  to  enter  mto  the 
proposed  arrangement,  as  to  the  property  involved  m  the  suit  in  Ohio, 
without  first  obtaining  the  consent  of  the  Annual  Conferences,     but  as 
they  have  now  vested  in  them  all  the  powers  of  the  General  Conference, 
over  the  matters  in  litigation,  if  the  consent  of  the  Annua  Conferences 
could  be  obtained,  the  arrangement  proposed  by  Judge  M  Lean  might 
Bafelv  and  properly  be  entered  into."  ,i         •  • 

This  opinion  settled  in  our  minds  the  question  of  power,  as  the  opinion 
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of  the  Bishops  had  settled  the  question  of  reference  to  the  Annual  Con- 
ferences. 

At  the  meeting  at  Pittsburgh,  we  received  communications  from  Judges  \ 
M'Lean  and  Nfelson,  advising  us  of  the  mode  by  which  the  settlement  I 
proposed  by  the  former  might  be  carried  out.  ( 

This  is  briefly  stated  in  the  words  of  the  latter : 

"If  the  Western  Corporation  voluntarily  appear  and  become  parties  to 
the  New-York  suit,  there  can  be  no  doubt  as  to  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
Court  over  it,  nor  that  the  decree  would  bind  it ;  and  as  to  the  powers  of 
the  Western  Commissioners  over  the  subject-matter,  it  seems  to  me  the 
resolution  of  the  General  Conference,  a  copy  of  which  you  inclosed,  is 
ample  for  that  purpose." 

We  never  doubted  that  we  might  acquire  legal  power  to  make  the 
proposed  compromise  by  voluntarily  going  out  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  ^ 
Ohio  and  into  the  Circuit  Court  of  New- York.  This  we  did  not  think  | 
proper  to  do.  1.  Because  it  would  seem  to  repudiate  a  decision  which 
we  believed  to  be  right.  2.  To  endorse  a  decision  that  we  believed  to  be 
wrong.  3.  We  had  no  evidence  that  the  principal  for  which  we  acted 
desired  us  thus  to  settle  the  matter  in  dispute. 

We  were  informed  upon  inquiry,  that  the  Circuit  Court  of  New-York 
would  not  admit  a  caveat  against  its  own  decision,  and  that  the  Supreme    ' 
Court  of  the  United  States  would  not  make  a  decree  in  the  Ohio  case  by 
consent  of  parties,  and  direct  a  distribution  that  might  be  agreed  on. 

Solicitous  prudently  to  go  to  the  limit  of  our  power  for  an  amicable 
settlement,  we  resolved,  1.  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  unite  with  our  breth- 
ren of  the  Eastern  Commission  in  the  proposition  for  a  settlement  with 
the  South.     2.  That  we  agree  to  submit  to  an  arbitration  ;  the  arbiters  to 
be  chosen  in  the  usual  mode,  each  party  choosing  one,  and  the  two  thus 
chosen  selecting  a  third;  their  decision  to  be  final.     3.  That  while  we 
deeply  regret  the  litigation  into  which  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
has  been  forced,  we  cannot  conceive  any  good  reason  why  the  Church  we  ! 
represent  and  serve,  or  the  cause  of  religion,  should  suffer  disgrace  by  our  i 
being  sued,  especially  under  the  circumstances  under  which  the  suit  was 
brought,  and  our  appearing  as  defendants  before  the  Courts  of  the  coun- 
try.     4.  That  in  case  the  Commissioners  decline  our  propositions  for  an 
arbitration,  and  will  not  suspend  the  prosecution  of  their  appeal  to  allow  us 
time  to  take  the  vote  of  the  Annual  Conferences,  we  consider  ourselves  j 
shut  up  to  the  necessity  of  calmly  awaiting  the  decision  which  the  Su-  J 
preme  Court  of  the  United  States  may  make  in  our  case. 

These  resolutions  were  transmitted  to  the  distinguished  gentleman  who 
acted  as  mediator  between  the  parties,  and  he  was  informed  that  it  was 
understood  by  us  that  the  proposed  arbitration  was  to  be  under  the  sanc- 
tion of  the  Court.     He  having  declined  to  present  our  proposition  to  the  i 
Southern  Commissioners,  we  made  it  directly,  and  received  from  them  a  | 
direct  but  respectful  refusal. 

Mr.  Ewing,  at  one  time,  in  view  of  the  settlement  of  the  New-York 
case,  and  the  uncertainty  respecting  the  issue  of  ours  in  the  Court  of 
ultimate  resort,  although  he  felt  confident  that  the  law  was  with  us, 
expressed  a  wish  that  there  might  be  a  compromise  of  the  matter ;  but 
subsequently,  under  date  of  February  1,  1854,  he  writes: 
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"  On  full  reflection,  I  am  satisfied  that  the  conclusion  you  have  come  to 
is  the  best.  You  are  trustees,  and  you  follow  the  law  of  your  trust  both 
as  it  was  expounded  to  you  by  your  counsel  and  adjudged  by  the  Court ; 
and  nothing  but  a  general  consent  of  the  ministry  would  warrant  your 
deiiarture  from  the  straight  line  marked  out  by  the  law." 

Your  Commissioners  attended  the  trial  at  Washington.  The  result  is 
known  to  the  country.  Soon  after  the  decision  of  the  Supreme  Court  was^ 
published,  we  proposed  to  the  Southern  Commissioners  an  amicable  liquida- 
tion of  their  claim  against  the  Western  Book  Concern,  with  a  view  to  save 
both  delay  and  cost  in  the  appointment  of  a  Master  Commissioner. 

We  are  happy  to  observe  that  no  unkind  feelings  have  influenced  usin 
the  discharge  of  the  duty  assigned  us,  and  that  our  intercourse,  both  with 
the  Eastern  and  Southern  Commissioners,  has  been  most  friendly.  The 
former  proposed  to  us  the  question,  whether  we  had  any  objection  to  the 
separate  adjustment  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South, 
ao-ainst  the  New-York  Book  Concern,  and  were  assured  that  we  had  not. 
We  felt  every  disposition  to  accommodate,  but  were  determined  not  to 
transcend  our  powers.  Although  we  were  forewarned  of  the  result,  we 
are  not  responsible  for  it.  Indeed,  the  same  authority  which  predicted 
I  the  issue,  proclaimed  Judge  Nelson's  decision  in  the  New-York  case  to  be 
wrono-,  and  Judge  Leavitl,'s  decision  in  ours  to  be  right.  For  ourselves, 
we  do  not  regret  that  the  Supreme  Court  has  decided  the  case.  If  it  has 
decided  according  to  the  law,  it  is  well  for  us,  for  the  Southern  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  for  the  whole  country,  that  the  law  should  be  pro- 
chiimed  bv  our  highest  judicial  tribunal.  If  it  has  decided  otherwise,  it 
behooves  us  all  to  "know  "how  far  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
can  be  relied  upon.  ,0.11- 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  having 
responded  favorably  to  our  proposition  for  an  amicable  adjustment,  a 
meeting  was  arranged  for  that  purpose.  _  ,  ^,       , 

After  a  calculation  of  the  claim  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  against  the  Western  Book  Concern,  we  proposed  to  give  them 
I     seventy  thousand  dollars.  ,   ,    .  ,     at  ^r    v  ^ 

This  proposition  was  declined,  on  the  alleged  ground  that  the  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  South,  according  to  the  exhibit  of  the  Western  Book 
Concern,  and  the  mandate  of  the  Supreme  Court,  was  entitled  to  from 
ninety  to  ninety-six  thousand  dollars.  .  ,     r. 

It  should  be  observed  that,  according  to  the  mandate  of  the  Court  the 
capital  up  to  1845,  was  to  be  divided  /jro  rata  by  the  number  of  the 
travelino-  preachers,  which  would  give  the  South  from  28  to  30  per  cent. 
■  on  the  capital;  but  that,  instead  of  dividing  the  profits  since  1845  upon 
the  same  principle,  it  directs  that  they  shall  be  divided  pro  rata  by  Con- 
,  ference,  which  raised  the  proportion  of  the  South  to  42  per  cent,  on  the 
amount  divided.  .    . 

We  subsequently  received  from  the  Southern  Commissioners  a  proposi- 
tion proposing  to  take  eighty  thousand  dollars  and  the  Southern  debts, 
amounting  to  $12,926  61.  To  this  proposition  we  acceded.  Indeed, 
when  we  reflect  that  the  Southern  debts  were  all  past  due,  many  of  them 
outlawed,  some  worthless,  and  all,  while  in  the  hands  of  the  Book  Con- 
cern,  of  little  or  no  value ;  and  that  the  South  claimed,  and  could  collect, 
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under  the  decree  of  the  Coui-t,  the  interest  on  then-  portion  of  tho 
capital  since  the  rendering  of  the  decree,  and  which  was  not  taken  into 
account  in  our  calculation,  although  it  would  raise  their  proportion  about 
three  thousand  dollars ;  and  that  the  extension  of  credit  beyond  ordinary 
business  limits  and  the  proffered  offer  of  purchases,  with  which  the  Southern 
propositions  were  accompanied,  were  greatly  advantageous  to  the  Con- 
cern at  this  crisis,  we  did  not  perceive  that  their  proposition  materially 
varied  from  our  own. 

The  mandate  required  that  all  the  expenses  attending  the  suit,  including 
charges  of  counsel  and  solicitors,  and  traveling  expenses  of  Commissioners, 
as  well  of  plaintiffs  as  defendants,  should  be  a  common  charge  on  the 
Concern  ;  but  in  our  settlement  it  was  agreed  that  each  party  should  bear 
its  own  costs,  except  the  taxable  costs,  amounting  to,  say  $400,  which 
should  be  paid  by  the  Concern ;  and  considering  the  difference  in  the 
expenses  of  the  parties,  we  deemed  this  arrangement  no  inconsiderable 
advantage  to  us. 

Moreover,  a  separation  without  a  settlement,  when  there  was  no  prin- 
ciple involved,  would  have  been  little  less  than  disgraceful. 

We,  therefore,  drew  up  and  signed  the  following  final  decree,  namely : 


William  A.  Smith,  et  ah,  ^  tt  o   n  r^  r\ 

'         '  (  U .  S.  Circuit  Court  for  Ohio, 

Leroy  Swormstedt,  et  al.  )  P        '  • 


"  And  now  come  the  said  complainants,  and,  on  their  motion,  the  fol- 
lowing decree,  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  at 
the  December  Term  thereof,  A.  D.  1853,  and  the  mandate  thereon,  are 
ordered  to  be  entered,  and  the  same  is  accordingly  done,  as  follows : 

" '  William  A.  Smith,  et  al., 

vs. 
" '  Leroy  Swormstedt,  et  al. 

" '  Appeal  from  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  District  of 
Ohio. 

"  '  This  cause  came  on  to  be  heard  on  the  transcript  of  the  record  from 
the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for  the  district  of  Ohio,  and  was 
argued  by  counsel.  On  consideration  whereof  it  is  ordered,  adjudged, 
and  decreed  by  this  Court,  that  the  decree  of  said  Circuit  Court  in  this 
cause  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  reversed  and  annulled  ;  and  this  Court 
doth  further  find,  adjudge,  and  decree, 

'"1.  That  under  the  resolution  of  the  General  Conference  of  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  holden  at  the  city  of  New- York,  according  to  the 
usage  and  Discipline  of  said  Church,  passed  on  the  eighth  day  of  June, 
in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-four,  (in 
the  pleadings  mentioned,)  it  was  among  other  things,  and  in  virtue  of  the 
power  of  the  said  General  Conference,  well  agreed  and  determined  by  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  in  the  United  States  of .  Ameiicii,  '''•s  then 
existing,  that  in  case  the  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slaveholding  states 
should  find  it  necessary  to  unite  in  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection,  the 
ministers,  local  and  traveling,  of  every  grade  and  oflBce  in  the  Methodist 
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Episcopal  Church,  might  attach  themselves  to  such. new  ecclesiastical  con- 

"^±r'  ^:t^:Z-A...^  Ccfevences  in  the  slaveholding  states  did 
find  and  determine  that  it  was  right,  expedient  and  necessary  to  erect 
fhe  Annual  Conferences  last  aforesaid  into  a  ^-tn^t  ecdesK.s. -a  con- 
nection, based  upon  the  Discipline  of  the  Methodist  fp^coF  C^"-^^^^^ 
aforesaid,  comprehending  the  doctrines  and  entu-e  moraUnd  eccle^astica 
rule  and  regulations  of  tlie  said  Discipline,  (except  only  in  so  ar  as  verb.^ 
aLrations  might  be  necessary  to  or  for  a  distinct  organization  )  jvnch  new 
ecclesiastical  connection  was  to  be  known  by  the  name  and  stjMe  o  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  and  that  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  was  duly  organized,  under  said  resolutions  of  the  aid 
General  Confei'ence,  and  the  said  decision  of  said  Annual  Contcrences 
last  aforesaid,  in  a  convention  thereof  held  at  Louisville,  in  tbe  State  of 
Kentucky,  in  the  month  of  May,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand 
eio-ht  hundred  and  forty-five.  •  w  „„ 

° ' '  3  That  by  force  of  the  said  resolutions  of  June  the  eighth,  eigliteen 
hundred  and  forty-four,  and  of  the  authority  and  power  of  the  said  Gen- 
eral  Conforence  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  as  then  existmg  by 
which  the  same  were  adopted,  and  by  virtue  of  the  said  finding  and  de- 
termination of  the  said  Annual  Conferences  in  the  slaveholdmg  states 
therein  mentioned,  and  by  virtue  of  the  organization  of  such  conferences 
into  a  distinct  ecclesiastical  connection  as  last  aforesmd,  t|ie  vehgious 
association  known  as  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  m  the  United  Sates 
of  America  as  then  existing,  was  divided  into  two  associations  or  distinct 
Methodist  Episcopal  Churches,  as  in  the  bill  of  complaint  is  alkged. 

"'4  That  the  propertv  denominated  the  Methodist  Book  Concern  at 
Cincini'iati,  in  the  pleadings  mentioned,  was,  at  the  time  of  said  division 
and  immediately  before,  a  fund  subject  to  the  following  xise,  that  is  to 
sav,  that  the  profits  arising  therefrom,  after  retaining  a  sufficient  capital 
to"  carry  on  the  business  thereof,  were  to  be  regularly  apphed  toward  the 
support  of  the  different  traveling,  supernumerary  superannuated,  and 
worn-out  preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  then-  wives, 
widows,  and  children,  according  to  the  rules  and  Discipline  of  said  Church, 
and  that  the  said  fund  and  property  are  held  under  the  act  of  incorpora- 
tion in  the  said  answer  mentioned,  by  the  said  defendants,  Leroy  Sworm- 
stedt  and  John  H.  Power,  as  Agents  of  said  Book  Concern,  and  in  trust 

for  the  purposes  thereof.  ■  ^  ^r  ^     t  i  i?  •        „i 

» '  5  Th-it  in  virtue  of  the  said  division  of  said  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  in  the  United  States,  the  deficient,  traveling,  supernumerary, 
superannuated,  and  worn-out  preachers,  their  wives,  widows,  and  children, 
comprehended  in,  or  in  connection  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Chm-ch, 
South  were,  are,  and  continue  to  be  beneficiaries  of  the  said  Book  Con- 
cern to  the  same  extent  and  as  fully  as  if  the  said  division  had  not  taken 
place  and  in  the  same  manner  and  degree  as  persons  of  the  same  de- 
scription who  are  comprehended  in,  or  in  connection  with,  the  other  associ- 
ation denominated  since  the  division,  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  that  as  well  the  principal  as  the  profits  of  said  Book  Concern  since 
said  division,  should  of  right  be  administered  and  managed  bv  the  r^ 
spective  General  and  Annual  Conferences  of  the  said  two  associations  and 
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Churches  under  the  separate  organizations  thereof,  and  according  to  the 
shares  or  proportions  of  the  same  as  hereinafter  mentioned,  and  in  con- 
formity with  the  rules  and  Discipline  of  said  respective  associations,  so  as 
to  carry  out  the  purposes  and  trusts  aforesaid. 

*' '  6.  That  so  much  of  the  capital  and  property  of  said  Book  Concern  at 
Cincinnati,  wherever  situated,  and  so  much  of  the  produce  and  profits 
thereof,  as  may  not  have  been  heretofore  accounted  for  to  said  Church, 
South,  in  the  New- York  case  hereinafter  mentioned,  or  otherwise,  shall 
be  paid  to  said  Church,  South,  according  to  the  rate  and  proportions  fol- 
lowing, that  is  to  say :  In  respect  to  the  capital,  such  share  or  part  as 
corresponds  with  the  proportion  which  the  number  of  the  traveling 
preachers  in  the  Annual  Conferences  which  formed  themselves  into  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  bore  to  the  number  of  all  the  travel- 
ing preachers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  before  the  division 
thereof,  which  numbers  shall  be  fixed  and  ascertained  as  they  are  shown 
by  the  minutes  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  next  preceding  the 
said  division  and  new  organization  in  the  month  of  May,  A,  D.  eighteen 
hundred  and  forty-five. 

'"And  in  respect  to  the  produce  or  profits,  such  share  or  part  as  the 
number  of  Annual  Conferences  which  formed  themselves  into  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church,  South,  bore,  at  the  time  of  said  division  in  May, 
A.  D.  ]845,  to  the  whole  number  of  Annual  Conferences  then  being  in 
the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  excluding  the  Liberia  Conference,  so 
that  the  di\'ision  or  apportionment  of  said  produce  and  profits  shall  be  had 
by  conferences,  and  not  by  numbers  of  the  traveling  preachers. 

'"V.  That  said  payment  of  capital  and  profits,  according  to  the  ratios  of 
apportionment  so  declared,  shall  be  made  and  paid  to  the  said  Smith, 
Parsons,  and  Green,  as  Commissionei's  aforesaid,  or  their  successors,  on 
behalf  of  said  Church,  South,  and  the  beneficiaries  therein,  or  to  such 
other  person  or  persons  as  may  be  thereto  authorized  by  the  General 
Conference  of  said  Church,  South,  the  same  to  be  subsequently  managed 
and  administered,  so  as  to  carry  out  the  trusts  and  uses  aforesaid,  accord- 
ing to  the  Discipline  of  said  Church,  South,  and  the  regulations  of  the 
General  Conference  thereof. 

"  '  8.  And,  in  order  more  fully  to  carry  out  the  matters  hereinbefore  set- 
tled and  adjudged,  it  is  further  ordered  and  decreed,  that  this  cause  be 
remanded  to  the  said  Circuit  Court  for  further  proceedings;  that  is  to 
say, 

" '  That  the  same  be  referred  to  a  master  to  take  and  state  an  account  as 
follows : 

'"  (1.)  Of  the  amount  and  value  of  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati, 
on  the  first  day  of  May,  1845,  and  of  what  specific  property  and  eflfects 
(according  to  a  general  description  or  classification  thereof)  the  same  then 
consisted,  whether  composed  of  real  or  personal  estate,  and  of  whatever 
nature  or  description  the  same  may  have  been,  and  a  similar  account  as 
of  the  date  or  time,  when  the  said  master  shall  take  this  account. 

"'  (2.)  Of  the  produce  and  profits  of  said  Book  Concern  from  the  time 
of  the  General  Conference  of  May,  1844,  as  reported  thereto,  (if  so  report- 
ed,) up  to  the  time  of  the  said  division  in  May,  1845,  and  from  the  last 
mentioned  date  down  to  the  time  of  making  up  his  report,  specifying  how 
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much  of  said  profits  and  produce  have  been  transferred  to  said  Book 
Concern  at  New- York,  and  accounted  for  to  said  Church,  South,  in  the 
settlement  of  the  case  there,  and  how  much  remains  to  be  accounted  for 
to  said  Church,  South,  on  the  basis  settled  by  this  decree. 

" '  x\nd  in  taking  said  accounts,  and  in  the  execution  of  said  reference,  the 
said  defendants  shall  produce  on  oath  all  deeds,  accounts,  books  of  ac- 
counts, instruments,  reports,  letters,  and  copies  of  letters,  memoranda, 
documents,  and  writings  whatever  pertinent  to  said  reference,  in  their  pos- 
session or  control,  and  the  said  defendants  may  be  examined  on  oath,  on 
the  said  reference,  and  each  party  may  produce  evidence  before  the  mas- 
ter, and  have  process  to  compel  the  attendance  of  witnesses. 

"'And  the  said  master  is  further  directed,  in  respect  to  any  annual  prof- 
its of  said  Concern,  not  heretofore  accounted  for  to  said  Church,  South,  to 
allow  to  said  Church,  South,  interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  upon  such 
unpaid  balances  from  the  date  at  which  the  same  ought  to  have  been 
paid. 

"'And,  in  respect  to  all  the  costs  in  this  case,  including  the  costs  of  the 
reference,  and  all  other  costs  from  the  commencement  of  the  case  until  its 
conclusion ;  and  in  respect  to  the  fees  of  counsel  and  solicitors  therein  of 
both  parties,  so  fivr  as  the  same  may  be  reasonable;  and  in  respect  of  just 
and  necessary  expenses,  as  well  of  plaintiffs  as  of  defendants,  in  conduct- 
ing the  suit,  "the  same  ought  to  be^paid  out  of  said  Book  Concern,  as  a 
common  charge  thereon,  before  appointment  and  division ;  and  the  mas- 
ter is  accordingly  directed  to  allow  and  pay  the  same  to  the  respective 
parties  entitledlhereto,  and  then  to  apportion  the  residue  according  to  the 
principles  fixed  in  this  decree. 

" '  And  the  master  is  further  directed  to  return  his  report  to  the  said  Cir- 
cuit Court  with  all  convenient  dispatch,  which  Court  shall  then  proceed 
to  enforce  the  payment  of  whatever  sum  or  sums  may  be  found  due  to 
said  Church,  South,  on  the  confirmation  of  the  master's  report,  in  such 
installments  as  may  be  by  said  Court  adjudged  reasonable,  each  party 
having  due  opportunity  of  excepting  to  the  master's  _  report ;  and  all 
questions  arising  upon  said  report,  and  not  settled  by  this  decree,  may  be 
moved  before  said  Circuit  Court,  to  which  Court  either  party  shall  be  at 
liberty  to  apply  on  the  footing  of  this  decree.' 

"  And  thereupon  came,  as  well  the  said  complainants,  by  their  solicitor, 
as  also  the  said  defendants,  and  make  known  to  the  Court  that  they 
have  mutually  settled  and  adjusted  the  various  matters  which,  by  the 
terms  of  said  decree,  were  to  be  ascertained  by  the  reference  to  a  master, 
as  therein  directed,  as  follows,  to  wit: 

"  Sec.  A.  That  there  be  paid  by  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati 
to  the  said  WiUiam  A.  Smith,  Alexander  L.  P.  Green,  and  Charles  B. 
Parsons,  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  the 
sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  in  manner  hereinafter  specified,  and  that 
there  be  assigned  and  dehvered  by  said  Book  Concern  to  said  Com- 
missioners, or  their  appointee,  all  the  debts  due  to  said  Book  Concern 
from  persons  living  in  Southern  States,  according  to  a  schedule  now 
made  out. 

"  Which  said  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars,  and  said  assignment  of 
QQ 
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debts,  is  to  be  in  full  discharge  of  all  right,  interest,  and  claim,  either  in 
respect  of  capital  or  profits,  of  said  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  oi 
the  said  Commissioners  thereof,  in  and  to  the  said  Book  Concern,  upon 
the  footing  of  said  decree  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  or 
otherwise ;  and  it  is  hereby  admitted  that  the  said  assignment  and 
delivery  of  debts  has  been  made  in  conformity  with  the  above  agreement. 
"  That  said  sum  of  eighty  thousand  dollars  shall  be  payable  as  follows  : 
"  Sec.  B.  Fifteen  thousand  dollars  thereof  in  cash  in  hand,  which  sum  the 
said  Commissioners  of  said  Church,  South,  acknowledge  to  have  received 
from  said  Book  Concern,  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  February,  A.  D.  1855, 
being  the  date  of  said  settlement. 

"  Sec.  C.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-six,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent, 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
payable  annually. 

"  Sec.  D.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  1). 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent., 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
payable  annually. 

"  Sec.  E.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D, 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-eight,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent., 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
payable  annually. 

"  Sec.  F.  Ten  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A.  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-nine,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent., 
from  the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five, 
payable  annually. 

"  Sec.  G.  Five  thousand  dollars  on  the  first  day  of  November,  A,  D. 
eighteen  hundred  and  sixty,  with  interest,  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent.,  from 
the  fifteenth  of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  payable 
annually. 

"  Sec.  H.  Twenty  thousand  dollars  in  books  of  the  said  Book  Concern, 
payable  and  deliverable  within  the  term  of  two  years  from  said  fifteenth 
of  February,  A.  D.  eighteen  hundred  and  fifty-five,  upon  such  terms  as  to 
price  and  rate  of  discount  upon  the  usual  retail  prices  as  have  heretofore 
been  established  between  the  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati  and  the 
Book  Concern  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South,  for  which  said 
sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  so  payable  in  books,  the  said  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati  has  this  day,  to  wit,  on  said  fifteenth  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  entered  on  its  books  a  credit  in  account  with 
Messrs.  Stevenson  &  Owen,  as  Agents  of  the  Book  Concern  of  said 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

"  Sec.  I.  That  a  decree  be  entered  in  conformity  with  the  foregoing 
terms,  and  to  enforce  the  performance  thereof;  and  that  all  taxable  costs 
be  paid  by  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati. 

"  And  thereupon,  in  conformity  with  said  terms,  it  is  ordered, 
adjudged,  and  decreed  by  the  Court,  that  all  and  singular  the  terms  of 
said  settlement  be  well  and  truly  kept  and  performed ;  and  that  the  said 
Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati  do  pay  the  said  several  sums  of  money  and 
interest,  as  stipulated  in  sections  C,  D,  E,  F,  and  G,  of  said  settlement,  or 
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in  default  thereof,  that  execution  issue  therefor,  or  for  such  part  or  parts 
as  may  be  in  arrear;  and  that  said  Book  Concern  at  Cincinnati  do  well 
and  truly  pay  and  discharge  the  said  sum  of  twenty  thousand  dollars  in 
the  manner  specified  in  said  Section  H ;  and  in  default  thereof,  that  said 
complainants,  or  said  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
South,  have  leave  to  apply  to  this  Court  for  such  order  or  process  to 
enforce  the  payment,  as  may  be  right  and  according  to  the  usages  of 
Courts  of  Equity ;  and  it  is  further  ordered,  that  the  said  Book  Concern 
at  Cincinnati  pay  all  the  costs  of  this  suit. 

"  We,  the  undersigned,  have,  on  this  fifteenth  of  February,  eighteen 
hundred  and  fifty-five,  settled  the  various  matters  left  open  by  said  decree 
of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States,  in  the  manner  specified  in  the 
foregoing  Sections,  from  Section  A  to  Section  I,  inclusive ;  and  we  do 
request  the  Court  to  enter  the  same  of  record,  and  also  the  draft  of  the 
decree  following  said  Sections. 

(Signed)  "  W.  A.  Smith, 

"A.  L.  P.  Green, 
"  C.  B.  Parsons, 
"  Commissioners  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  South. 

"  John  F.  Wright, 

"E.  Thomson, 

"  M.  Marlay, 

"  Lerov  Swormstedt, 

[l.  s.]  "  ^DA^'  I^o^' 

»  Commissiotiers  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 

"  Swormstedt  &  Poe,  Agents." 

Conscious  that  we  have  served  the  Church  with  faithfulness  and 
integrity,  and  rejoicing  that  we  have  done  so  with  unanimity,  we  re- 
SDectfully  submit  our  report. 

John  F.  Wright, 
E.  Thomson, 
M.  Marlay, 
Leroy  Swormstedt, 
Adam  Poe. 
CiNOiNNATi,  February  28, 1866* 
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REPORT  OF  THE  WESTER!^  BOOK  AGENTS  IN  RELATION  TO  A  BOOK 
DEPOSITORY  AND  A  PAPER  AT  ST.  LOUIS. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  following  resolutions  were  passed 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1852,  May  22  : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorized  and  instructed  to  estabhsh  a  Depository  for  books  and 
a  weekly  Paper,  to  be  denominated  by  such  title  as  they  may  select,  in 
the  city  of  St.  Louis,  Mo. ;  to  be  under  the  direction  and  control  of  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati.  Provided  that,  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Agents,  such  Depository  and  periodical  can  be  established  and  sustained 
with  safety  to  the  interests  of  the  Book  Concern. 

2.  Resolved,  That  a  Committee  of  one  from  the  Blinois,  one  from  the 
Southern  Illinois,  one  from  the  Iowa,  one  from  the  Arkansas,  and  one 
from  the  Missouri  Conference,  to  be  selected  by  the  Conferences  respect- 
ively, be  appointed  to  superintend  the  publication  of  the  paper  author- 
ized to  be  published  at  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  and  that  upon  the  nomination  of 
said  committee,  and  recommendation  of  the  Missouri  Conference,  the  pre- 
siding Bishop  be  requested  to  appoint  an  editor  for  said  paper,  when  the 
Book  Agents  at  Cincinnati  shall  have  determined  upon  its  publication. 

The  conferences  named  in  the  last  resolution,  each  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Publishing  Committee  during  their  sessions,  in  the  month  of  Oc- 
tober, 1852.  A.  Poe,  being  present  at  all  these  conferences,  informed 
them  that  it  would  be  impossible  for  the  Agents  to  take  any  steps  toward 
publishing  a  Paper  or  establishing  a  Depository  at  St.  Louis,  before  the 
spring  of  1853,  and  for  the  following  reasons: 

1.  The  conferences  which  our  business  required  us  to  attend  did  not 
close  till  November  2. 

2.  We  had  been  unconditionally  instructed,  by  the  same  General  Con- 
ference, to  establish  both  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  Chicago,  whichjiad 
to  be  done  immediately  at  a  very  heavy  outlay. 

3.  The  expense  and  toil  of  the  Church  Suit  in  progress  would  take  all 
of  our  time  and  means  that  could  be  spared  from  the  regular  business  of 
the  Concern  at  Cincinnati  till  May,  1853. 

Notwithstanding  this,  the  committee  nominated  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter 
for  editor,  and  proceeded  immediately  to  St.  Louis,  and  issued  a  circular 
and  prospectus,  promising  a  Paper,  to  be  called  the  "  Central  Christian 
Advocate,"  and  to  be  commenced  the  first  of  January,  1853.  A  copy  of 
this  circular,  and  letters  from  Brother  Trotter  and  Dr.  Cartwright,  mem- 
ber of  the  committee  from  Illinois  Conference,  reached  us  about  the  10th 
of  November,  1852.  Bishops  Morris,  Simpson,  and  Ames,  being  in  Cin- 
cinnati at  the  time,  we  laid  the  circular  before  them,  with  the  following 
questions: 
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1.  Have  uot  the  committee  appointed  by  the  several  Western  confer- 
ences transcended  their  powers  in  issuing  the  accompanying  circular,  m 
which  they  fix  the  time  of  publishing  the  Paper,  and  also  the  terms  ? 

2.  Can  said  committee  appoint  the  editor  without  the  concurrence  of 
the  Missouri  Conference  ? 

3.  Was  it  the  design  of  the  General  Conference  that  this  committee 
should  take  the  course  they  have,  before  the  Agents  determined  on  the 
publication  of  the  Paper  ? 

Cincinnati,  November  10,  1852. 

To  which  the  Bishops  promptly  replied  as  follows : 
In  answering  the  questions  this  day  submitted  by  Brothers  Swormstedt 
and  Poe,  we  reply :  i     t,    i 

1.  We  understand  the  Discipline  to  give  the  Agents,  and  not  the  Book 
Committee  at  St.  Louis,  the  power  of  determining  the  time  and  terms  of 
the  publication  of  the  proposed  Paper. 

2.  The  committee  appointed  by  the  several  conferences  to  superintend 
the  publication  of  a  Paper  at  St.  Louis  may  nominate  an  editor,  but^  the 
presiding  Bishop  cannot  appoint  him  until  the  Agents  have  determined 
upon  the  publication  of  the  Paper. 

3.  We  should  not  infer  from  the  reading  of  the  rule  that  the  General 
Conference  designed  the  committee  to  proceed  in  making  any  arrange- 
ments without  the  previous  action  of  the  Agents. 

T.  A.  Morris, 
M.  Simpson, 
Cincinnati,  November  10,  1852.  E.  R.  Ames. 

After  duly  considering  the  question  in  all  its  bearings,  we  wrote  the  fol- 
lowing letter  to  Rev.  W.  D.  R.  Trotter. 

Cincinnati,  Nov.  15, 1852. 

Dear  Brother, — Yours,  accompanied  with  your  circular,  w^as  received 
on  the  eve  of  the  meeting  of  the  Bishops  and  Book  Committee.  _ 

We  herewith  send  you  copies  of  the  questions  which  we  submitted  to 
the  Bishops  on  reading  your  circular,  and  also  their  answers.  From  these 
you  will  perceive  that'it  is  the  opinion  of  the  Bishops  that  you  have  been 
premature  in  your  proceedings.  We  have  telegraphed  you  that  we  can- 
not endorse  your  course. 

This  we  must  decline  for  the  following  reasons : 

1 .  Because  you  have  gone  in  advance  of  the  order  of  the  General  Con- 
ference. 

2.  It  is  wholly  impracticable  for  us  to  make  the  necessary  preparation 
for  issuing  a  Paper  at  St.  Louis  by  the  1st  of  January,  1853. 

3.  The  General  Conference  having  made  us  responsible  for  the  estab- 
lishment of  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  we  cannot  permit  others 
to  do  this  for  us. 

Our  understanding  with  regard  to  the  action  is,  that  we  were  to  estab- 
lish a  Paper  and  Depository  at  Chicago  unconditionally,  and  that  the  es- 
tablishment of  a  Depository  and  Paper  at  St.  Louis  was  at  our  discretion. 
In  compliance  with  the  order  and  wish  of  the  General  Conference,  we 
17 
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have  proceeded  to  open  a  Depository  at  Chicago,  and  arrangements  are 
made  fur  issuing  the  Paper  the  1st  of  January,  1853.  This,  vrith  our 
other  duties  as  Agents,  has  employed  the  whole  of  our  time  since  the 
General  Conference.  So  that  it  was  impossible  for  us  to  take  any  steps 
toward  doing  anything  at  St.  Louis.  This  our  A.  Poe  was  requested  to 
state  to  the  conferences  at  their  late  sessions.  It  has  been,  and  is  now 
our  purpose,  unless  prevented  by  your  movements,  to  visit  St.  Louis  and 
inquire  into  the  whole  matter,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to  determine 
whether  we  can  with  "  safety  to  the  Concern"  establish  a  Paper  and  a  De- 
pository at  that  place. 

We  now  respectfuUy'suggest  that  you  suspend  your  proceedings  until 
we  can  look  into  this  matter,  which  we  may  do  some  time  next  spring; 
and  should  things  be  favorable,  we  may  get  ready  to  publish  the  Paper 
for  you  by  the  fii-st  of  January,  1854,  which,  we  think,  will  be  as  early  as 
you  could  reasonably  expect,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances. 

After  a  review  of  this  subject,  should  you  resolve  on  issuing  your 
Paper,  the  responsibility  must  be  yours,  and  not  ours.  We  hope  you 
may  see  your  way  clear  to  stop  further  proceedings.  We  suspend  the 
publication  of  your  circular  in  the  Western  Christian  Advocate  until  we 
hear  from  you  again.  If  we  publish  your  circular,  we  must  also  publish 
our  questions  and  the  Bishops'  answers.  This,  we  think,  not  best,  and 
therefore  await  further  orders.  Yours  truly, 

SWORMSTEDT  <fe  PoE,  AgCtltS. 

We  also  wrote  substantially  the  same  to  Dr.  Cartwright  at  the  same 
date. 

The  editor  and  committee,  however,  determined  to  issue  their  Paper 
the  first  of  January,  1853,  and  did  so,  of  course,  on  their  own  responsi- 
bility. 

In  the  spring  of  1853,  we  visited  St.  Louis  to  ascertain  whether  we 
could  establish  a  Depository  and  Paper,  or  either  of  them,  with  safety  to 
the  Concern.  After  a  careful  examination,  we  were  satisfied  that  neither 
could  be  done. 

And  furthermore,  we  learned  that  the  brethren  engaged  in  publishing 
the  Central  Christian  Advocate  were  in  debt  largely  beyond  the  whole 
amount  of  their  subscription  list,  and  that  they  were  unwilling  to  close 
with  their  first  volume  unless  we  would  assume  their  debts,  and  purchase 
their  type  and  fixtures.  This  we  also  declined  doing,  believing  that  we 
were  not  authorized  by  the  action  of  the  General  Conference  to  assume 
any  debt  not  contracted  by  oui-selves. 

In  the  spring  of  1854,  we  were  informed  by  Dr.  Cartwright,  at  the 
meeting  of  the  Book  Committee  in  Cincinnati,  that  the  Publishing  Com- 
mittee of  the  conferences  had  concluded  to  give  up  their  Paper  at  the 
close  of  the  current  volume,  and  desired  that  we  should  commence  a  Pa- 
per; and  as  our  Book  Committee  advised  us,  in  compliance  with  their 
request,  to  commence  said  Paper,  we  issued  a  circular  to  the  patronizing 
conferences,  informing  them  that  we  had  concluded,  if  they  would  recom- 
mend the  publication  of  a  Paper  at  St.  Louis,  and  give  us  their  aid  in  the 
enterprise,  we  would  issue  a  prospectus  at  the  earliest  possible  period  after 
their  sessions  should  close,  and  endeavor  to  be  ready  to  commence  the 
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Paper  tbe  first  week  in  January,  1855.  The  Arkansas  Conference  did 
noi  meet  till  the  first  week  in  November,  1854,  and  the  earliest  time  we 
could  therefore  fix  upon,  for  a  meeting  of  the  committee  for  the  final  set- 
tlement of  the  question,  was  the  22d  of  November.  Just  before  th 
ineetin<r  occurred,  an  unparalleled  crush  in  money  matters  took  place  all 
over  the  country,  many  banks  and  extensive  busmess  houses  suddenly 
failed,  and  many  more  suspended.  Two  banks  in  Cincinnati,  and  one  m 
Chicago,  where  we  had  funds  deposited,  suspended,  and  thus  locked  up 
our  Book  and  Missionary  Funds  to  the  amount  of  $12,000,  though  at  the 
time  our  deposits  were  made  all  had  full  confidence  in  thern.  A  he 
meetino-  of  the  committee  we  had  to  inform  them  of  these  facts;  and  the 
membcM-s  present,  together  with  Bishop  Ames,  who  was  also  m  St.  Loms 
at  the  time,  agreed  with  us  that,  however  desirable  it  might  be  under 
more  favorable  circumstances  to  issue  the  paper,  we  could  Bot  incur  the 
expense  at  that  time  with  probable  safety  to  the  interests  of  the  Concern. 
AH  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SwoRMSTEDT  &  PoE,  Agmts. 

Indianapolis,  Indiana,  May  7,  1856. 


s.* 

REPORT  OF  THE  GENERAL  MISSIONARY  COMMITTEE. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church 
submit  to  the  General  Conference  the  following  report  of  its  acts  and 
doings  for  the  four  preceding  years.  r  •  i   i  •  ^ 

There  beino-  seven  efi'ective  superintendents,  the  work  was  divided  mto 
seven  mission^districts,  and  the  Bishops  constituted  the  committee  by  ap- 
pointing one  from  each  district  as  follows :  xt      ^r    i        j 

No.  1,  Including  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  New- Jersey,  New-York,  and 
New-York  East  Conferences— N.  Bangs. 

No.  2,  Including  Providence,  New-England,  New-Hampshire,  Maine, 
East  Maine,  and  Vermont  Conferences— George  Webber. 

No.  3,  Including  Black  River,  Troy,  Wyoming,  Oneida,  Genesee,  and 
East  Genesee  Conferences— George  Gary.  ,    ^  .     r.^  ■     r^■     ■       r 

No.  4,  Including  Western  Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  Erie,  Ohio,  Cincinnati, 
and  Kentucky  Conferences— John  F.  Wright. 

No.  5,  Including  North  Ohio,  Michigan,  Northwest  Indiana,  North 
Indiana,  Southeast  Indiana,   and  Indiana  Conferences— Wellington  H. 

No.  6,  Including  Wisconsin,  Rock  River,  Iowa,  lUinois,  and  Southern 
lUinois-^Henry  W.  Reed.  ,  /^  vi-     •     n    ^ 

No.  Y,  Including  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Oregon,  and  Caliiomia  Conter- 
ences — Christopher  J.  Houts. 

»  For  Report  on  the  Bible  Cause  see  Appendix  S,  on  page  266. 
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The  first  meeting  of  the  committee  commenced  at  the  mission  rooms, 
New- York,  on  November  8,  1852.  All  the  members  of  the  committee 
were  present  at  the  opening  except  Q.  J.  Houts,  who  failed  to  reach  New- 
York  until  after  the  close  of  the  session.  Thomas  Carlton,  Treasurer,  and 
John  P.  Durbin,  Corresponding  Secretary,  were  present,  and  also  Bishops 
Waugh  and  Scott.  Bishop  Janes  was  with  us  also  in  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  day.  On  motion,  N.  Bangs  was  elected  Chairman,  and  John  P. 
Durbin,  Secretary.     Religious  services  by  George  Gary. 

The  committee  entered  upon  their  work  with  care  and  great  delibera- 
tion ;  conscious  of  their  dependence  on  the  Head  of  the  Church,  they  im- 
plored his  guidance  and  help  at  every  step,  and  applied  themselves  closely 
to  their  important  duties;  making  appropriations  for  the  year  1853  as 
follows : 

APPROPRIATIONS   FOR  1853. 

Foreign  Missions.  —  Africa.  —  Aggregate  amount  appropriated, 
$26,000. 

South  America. — Buenos  Ayres  Mission,  $1,000.  For  the  extension 
of  the  work  in  the  interior,  $1,000.  At  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and 
Bishop  having  the  charge,  for  establishing  a  mission  at  Monte  Video, 
$2,000. 

China. — For  the  entire  expenses  of  the  mission,  including  the  sending 
out  of  an  additional  missionary,  $10,000. 

Germany. — Foreign  German  Mission,  $10,000. 

Domestic  MissioKs. — Domestic  German  Missions,  $43,300. 

Foreign  Population  other  than  German,  $10,250. 

Indian  Missions,  $13,500. 

Domestic  Missions  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences  to  extend  the 
work  among  such  as  use  the  English  language,  $74,250. 

Of  this  amount,  $15,000  were  appropriated  to  the  Cahfornia  Confer- 
ence, $2,000  to  be  applied  within  their  own  bounds,  and  the  remainder 
placed  under  the  direction  of  the  Board,  for  paying  the  expenses  of  such 
men  as  may  be  transferred  by  the  Bishops  to  that  Conference.  $8,000 
were  appropriated  to  Oregon,  $3,000  to  be  applied  to  the  work  at  home, 
and  $5,000  placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  transfers  to  that  Conference. 

The  Committee  resolved  to  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  and 
the  Bishop  having  charge  of  Foreign  Missions,  for  promoting  the  work 
in  France  according  to  the  previous  action  of  the  Board  and  the  letter  of 
the  Corresponding  Secretary  to  Dr.  C.  Cook,  dated  in  August,  $2,500. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  then  reported  to  the  General  Missionary 
Committee  a  voluminous  correspondence  concerning  a  mission  to  Bulgaria, 
and  among  the  Greeks  in  Constantinople  and  vicinity,  and  also  called 
their  attention  to  opening  a  mission  in  India  ;  whereupon  it  was  resolved 
that  a  fund  be  created  and  placed  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  and  the 
Bishop  having  charge  of  Foreign  Missions,  for  the  commencement  of  a 
mission  in  Bulgaria,  to  the  amount  of  $5,000. 

India. — Resolved,  that  a  fund  be  created  and  placed  at  the  discretion 
of  the  Board  and  Bishop  for  commencing  a  mission  in  India  to  the 
amount  of  $7,500. 
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Special  appropriations  were  made  to  Sweden  and  Norway,  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Board  and  Bisliop  having  the  charge,  p50 

Contingent,  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  Bishop  for  German 
Mission  in  Cahfornia,  82,000.  .    t^-  x  •  -.    m-     • 

For  second  preaclier  on   Warren  Mission,  Missouri   District,   Illinois 
Conference,  German  work,  875.  ,       „        i  v^  ^„ 

It  was  ordered  that  the  Michigan  Conference  be  allowed  a  credit  on 
the  Treasurer's  books  to  meet  a  certain  deficiency  of  $566  42. 

There  was  appropriated  toward  the  expenses  of  the  Mission  Rooms  the 
amount  of  $308  58. 

Making  a  total  of  $2 10,000. 

These  appropriations  met  with  the  concurrence  of  the  board  ot  Mana- 
gers, and  all  the  Bishops  in  attendance.     Adjourned. 
^     '  J,  P.  DuRBiN,  Secretary. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR   1854. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee  met  at  the  Mission  Rooms,  New- 
York,  at  nine  o'clock  A.  M.,  November  3,  1853.     Present  of  the 

General  Missionary  Committee.—'^.  Bangs,  John  F.  Wright,  G.  Gary, 
G.  Webber,  H.  W.  Reed,  W.  H.  Collins,  C.  J.  Houts. 

Committee  of  the  Board.— ¥.  Godiue,  H.  Bangs,  W.  Truslow,  P.  E. 
Coon,  F.  Hall,  E.  L.  Fancher. 

Bishops  Waugh,  Janes,  and  Simpson  present.  -o    -r^    i.- 

On  motion,  N.  Bangs  was  elected  Chairman,  and  John  P.  Durbin 
Secretary.     Opening  religious  services  by  Brother  G.  Gary.  _    _ 

The  joint  committee  proceeded  to  consider,  first,  the  appropriations 
necessary  to  sustain  our  Foreign  Missions. 

Africa— It  was  resolved  that  the  sums  in  detail  be  appropriated  as  set 
forth  in  an  ofiicial  report  of  the  Liberia  Annual  Conference  made  m 
January,  1853,  and  signed  by  L.  Scott,  Bishop  presiding,  and  J.  S.  Payne, 
Secretary,  amounting,  in  all  the  items,  to  $23,957. 

It  was  agreed  to  add,  for  finishing  the  Church  at  Cape  Palmas  by  the 
advice  of  Btshop  Scott  and  action  of  the  Board,  $3,000  ;  and  for  the  msti- 
tution  of  a  Day  and  Boarding  School  at  Cape  Palmas,  $2,000.  It  was  also 
resolved  to  place  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board,  for  the  rebuilding  of  the 
missionary  house  at  Monrovia,  the  sum  of  $4,000.  Total  for  Liberia 
Mission,  $32,957.  ^,      ^,  .       ^„    .        .,,onnn 

C/im«.— Appropriated  for  the  support  of  the  China  Mission,  $12,000. 

Appropriated  for  Foreign  German  Mission,  $10,000. 

Placed  at  the  disposition  of  the  Board  to  aid  the  work  under  the  care 

of  the  Methodist  Conference  in  France,  $5,000.  a     j  ^ 

Appropriated  for  the  support  of  Missions  in  Norway,  Sweden,  and 

vicinity,  $2,000.  ,         ,  i,  .r.        •    • 

South  .4«ierica.— Appropriated  toward  the  salary  of  the  missionary, 
if  necessary  to  be  drawn  for,  the  sum  of  $1,000.  A  contingent  fund  was 
allowed  for  re-opening  the  Mission  at  Monte  Video  to  the  amount  of  $2,000. 

For  commencing  a  Mission  in  India,  $7,500. 

Contingent  for  Mission  in  Bulgaria,  $5,000. 

German  Domestic  Missions,  $46,850. 

Foreign  population,  other  than  German,  $12,850. 
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Contingent  for  the  Chinese  in  California,  ^2,000. 

Indian  Missions,  $13,440.  ' 

Domestic  Missions  in  the  several  Annual  Conferences,  including  expenses 
of  transfers  to  California  and  estimated  support  for  six  months,  $15,000; 
and  a  similar  appropriation  to  Oregon  of  $11,000  ;  and  also  a  Mission  to 
New-Mexico  of  S7,500, 

Contingent  Expenses  of  the  Office,  $353. 

Making  a  grand  total  of  8260,000. 

The  foregoing  appropriations  were  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of 
Managers  and  three  of  the  bishops,  namely  :  Waugh,  Janes,  and  Simpson. 

Jolm  F.  Wright  presented  a  communication,  addressed  to  the  com- 
mittee, from  Dr.  C.  Elliott,  asking  to  have  action  in  favor  of  influencing 
Congress  to  use  its  influence  to  obtain  liberty  for  American  citizens  to 
enjoy  their  religious  liberty  in  Italy  and  in  other  countries,  and  in  favor 
of  sending  a  missionary  to  Rome.  Whereupon  it  was  resolved  that  the 
Corresponding  Secretary  be  charged  with  expressing  to  Dr.  Elliott,  in 
behalf  of  the  committee  : 

1.  That  we  heartily  approve  of  using  influence  with  the  government  to 
induce  it  to  use  its  best  endeavors  to  procure  such  Hberty  as  desired  above, 
but  doubt  the  expediency  of  this  committee  taking  action  on  that  subject. 

2.  That  we  are  ready  to  institute  a  mission  to  Rome  so  soon  as  it  is 
practicable,  and  to  set  forth  the  reasons  why  the  committee  do  not  now 
deem  it  to  be  practicable. 

Our  Secretary  made  the  communication  ordered  by  the  committee  to 
Dr.  Elliott,  assigning  many  reasons  why  we  could  not  at  this  time  estab- 
lish a  mission  at  Rome,  and  we  presume  those  reasons  were  entirely 
.satisfactory.     Adjourned.  J.  P.  Durbin,  Secretary. 

APPROPRIATIONS   FOR  1855. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee,  in  conjunction  with  a  committee 
of  the  same  number  from  the  Board,  met  in  the  Mission  Rooms,  New- 
York,  November  15,  1854,  at  9  o'clock  A.  M.     Present,  of  the 

General  Missionary  Committee — N.  Bangs,  J.  F.  Wright,  H.  W.  Reed, 
C.  J.  Houts,  G.  Gary,  W.  H.  Collins,  and  G.  Webber. 

Committee  of  the  Board. — H.  Bangs,  W.  Truslow,  Dr.  Phelps,  P.  E. 
Coon,  F.  Hall,  and  E.  L.  Fancher. 

On  motion  of  Brother  Wright,  Dr.  Bangs  was  elected  Chairman,  and 
Dr.  Durbin  Secretary. 

Reading  of  the  Scriptures  and  prayer  by  Bishop  Waugh. 

Bishops  present,  Waugh,  Janes,  Scott,  and  Simpson. 

The  joint-committee  first  considered  the  necessities,  and  made  appro- 
priations for  Foreign  Missions. 

Appropriated  in  the  aggregate,  embracing  money  items  detailed  in  our 
Minutes,  for  Africa,  $36,407. 

Appropriated  for  the  China  Mission,  $10,000. 

Appropriated  for  Germany,  $10,000. 

Appropriated  for  Norwegian  and  Swedish  Missions,  $2,000. 

Appropriated  for  the  support  of  Wesleyan  Missions  in  France,  $5,000. 

South  America. — For  Buenos  Ayres,  $2,000 ;  for  service  in  the  New 
Mexican  Mission  and  Extension,  $3,000. 
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Appropriated  for  Bcmestic   German   Missions,  including  $2,000  con- 
tingent for  establishing  a  new  Mission  in  California,  $46,700. 
Foreign  20opulations  other  than  German,  §17,850. 
Appropriated  to /rtfZ^'aw  Missions,  $16,340.  _        &-,nn-i^c 

Appropriated  to  Domestic  Missions,  English  population,  ^100,145. 
Apnropriated  for  a  Mission  in  India,  $7,500. 
Appropriated  for  incidental  Expenses  for  Office,  &c.,  §3,058. 
Making  a  grand  total  of  $260,000. 

These  appropriations  were  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Managers 
with  great  unanimity,  and  also  by  all  the  bishops  present,  Waugh,  Janes, 
Scott,  and  Simpson.  ^,     ^  ^  ^v    • 

We  sav  in  closing  our  labors  at  this  session,  "The  General  Missionary 
Committee,  acting  with  the  Committee  from  the  Boarcl^  have  caretul  y 
reviewed  our  Missionary  work,  aided  by  the  counsels  of  Bishops  Waugh, 
Janes  Scott,  and  Simpson,  and  letters  from  the  other  superintendents, 
and  beo-  leave  to  report  from  the  joint  committee  the  following  appro- 
priatioirs.  The  whole  amount  which  may  be  drawn,  for  the  service  of  all 
our  Missions,  Foreign  and  Domestic,  during  the  year  1S55  and  for  special 
purposes  as  set  forth  in  the  report  in  detail  herewith  submitted,  ^260,000 

At  this  session  of  the  committee  the  following  was  unanimously  adopt- 
ed, namely :  .  .  ^  ^  •  ^■  •  ^  x^ 
Wliereas,  the  work  of  appropriating  missionary  funds  judiciously  is 
often  much  embarrassed  by  ministers  and  people  taking  incipient  steps, 
and  creatin<r  expectations  in  small  settlements  of  American  or  foreign  pop- 
ulation, whkih  it  is  injurious  to  disappoint;  therefore,  Resolved  bythis 
ioint  committee.  That  we  respectfully  advise  our  brethren,  m  the  ministry 
and  laitv,  to  refrain  from  anv  measures  that  will  create  any  such  expecta- 
tions but  defer  all  action  th"at  will  in  any  way  commit  the  authorities  ot 
the  Church,  until  the  meetings  of  the  Missionary  Committees  of  the  An- 
nual Conferences.  ^  ^  t^  as 
On  motion  adjourned.                                    J-  P-  D^hbix,  Secretary. 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  1856. 

The  General  Missionary  Committee,  and  the  Committee  in  behalf  of  the 
Board,  met  in  the  Mission  Rooms,  New-York,  at  half  past  nine  o  clock 
A.  M.'  November  7,  1855. 

Present  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  N.  Bangs  George  Web- 
ber, John  F.  Wright,  Henry  W.  Reed,  W.  H.  Collins,  J.  C.  Houts,  and 

Brother  Baker  was  appointed  since  our  last  meeting  to  fill  the  vacancy 
occasioned  by  the  death  of  Brother  Gary.  ^  ^  ^    ,       t   iti       tt 

Of  the  Committee  of  the  Board,  were  present,  J.  S.  Porter,  J.  l^loy,  M. 
M.  Forrester,  H.  Moore,  W.  B.  Skid  more,  and  H.  Bangs. 

J.  P.  Durbin,  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  Thomas  Carlton,  Treasurer, 
present,  and  Bishops  Scott,  Baker,  and  Ames  ;  Bishops  Janes  and  W  augh 

afterward  arrived.  ,   ^,    .  j  -rw     n    i.;« 

On  motion,  Dr.  N.  Bangs  was  appointed  Chairman  and  Dr.  Durbin 

Secretary. 

Religious  services  by  Bishop  Scott. 
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Upon  taking  the  cliair,  Dr.  Bangs  very  appropriately  alluded  to  the 
death  of  Rev.  George  Gary,  a  member  of  the  General  Missionary  Commit- 
tee, who  died  since  our  last  meeting. 

On  motion  of  J.  F.  Wright,  Dr.  Bangs  was  requested  to  prepare  and 
report  to  this  joint  committee  a  suitable  minute  for  entrance  on  their 
records,  in  relation  to  the  death  of  our  beloved  Brother  Gary. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  make  appropriations  for  Foreign 
Missions. 

Africa. — After  providing  for  the  salaries  of  the  missionaries,  the  com- 
mittee adopted  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  we  require  that  each  charge  in  Liberia  shall  raise 
something  toward  the  support  of  its  pastor  as  a  part  of  his  salary,  and 
that  the  conference  in  their  estimates  be  required  to  have  respect  to  the 
ability  of  the  local  Church,  or  charge,  which  is  to  be  served,  and  aim  in 
the  estimates  to  enable  each  Church  to  support  its  own  pastor  for  the 
time  being,  and  report  the  same  to  the  Board  of  Managers  in  New- York. 

The  entire  appropriations  for  Liberia  embraced  eighteen  items,  amount- 
ing to  $31,500. 

China  Mission,  $8,500. 

Foreign  German  work,  regular  service,  $10,000 ;  contingent  to  pay  the 
expenses  of  Brother  Jacoby's  return  to  the  United  States,  $500. 

Appropriated  to  France,  payable  quarterly,  $5,000. 

Appropriated  to  Norway  for  regular  service,  $1,000  ;  appropriated  for 
extension  of  the  work  at  the  discretion  of  the  Board  and  Bishops  for  Nor- 
way or  Sweden,  $1,000 ;  appropriated  to  Sweden  for  Brother  Larsen, 
$400. 

South  America. — Contingent  for  support  of  missionary  at  Buenos 
Ayres,  $1,250 ;  appropriated  for  an  assistant  in  view  of  extending  the  work 
into  the  country,  $1,000 ;  appropriated  toward  sending  a  teacher  and  in- 
stituting a  school  under  the  patronage  of  the  mission  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
$500  ;  appropriated  for  instituting  a  mission  in  the  Northern  portion  of 
South  America,  $3,000;  appropriated  to  New  Mexico  for  concluding  the 
mission,  $1,250 ;  appropriated  to  Central  America  for  instituting  a  mis- 
sion, $1,500. 

India. — Appropriated  for  instituting  a  mission,  $7,500. 

TurJcerj. — Appropriated  for  commencing  a  mission  in  Turkey,  $5,000. 

German  Domestic  Missions. — Appropriated  to  the  New- York  Confer- 
ence, $12,000;  appropriated  to  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  $11,000;  ap- 
propriated to  the  Southeast  Lidiana  Conference,  $5,000 ;  appropriated  to 
the  Illinois  Conference,  $7,500 ;  appropriated  to  the  Rock  River  Confer- 
ence, $9,000  ;  appropriated  to  the  California  Conference,  $4,000  ;  making 
a  total  of  $48,500. 

In  connection  with  these  appropriations,  the  joint  committee  adopted 
the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  in  case  of  the  division  of  any  of  the  Annual  Confer- 
ences, or  of  the  Missionary  work  under  their  care,  the  members  of  the 
present  Missionary  Committee,  who  may  be  at  the  next  General  Confer- 
ence, be,  and  are  hereby,  constituted  a  committee  to  divide  the  general 
appropriations  made  to  such  conferences  according  to  equity,  in  their  best 
judgment. 
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Appropriated  to  foreign  populations  other  than  German,  total  $15,- 
975. 

Appropriated  to  Indian  Missions,  $13,250. 

The  aggregate  amount  appropriated  to  Domestic  Missions  in  the  En- 
glish work,  $97,150. 

IMaking  a  total  to  all  Domestic  Missions  of  $174,875. 

Tins  amount  for  Domestic  Missions  in  tlie  English  work  includes  appro 
priations  for  transfers  to  California  and  Oregon,  as  well  as  to  be  used  with- 
in the  bounds  of  those  conferences.  And  also  an  appropriation  of  $6,000 
to  the  territories  west  of  Iowa,  Missouri,  and  Arkansas  Conferences.  And 
in  taking  this  action,  the  committee  say,  if  a  neiv  conference  is  organized 
in  these  territories,  the  amount  shall  be  drawn  for  by  the  Mission  Com- 
mittee and  presiding  Bishop  of  said  conference.  If  a  new  conference  be 
not  formed,  the  members  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee  present  at 
the  seat  of  the  next  General  Conference  shall  apportion  the  amount  to 
the  Iowa  and  the  Missouri  Conferences  respectively. 

Of  the  seven  •  thousand  dollars  appropriated  to  the  Wisconsin  Confer- 
ence, the  committee  recommended,  in  case  of  a  division  at  the  General 
Conference,  that  Minnesota  have/o?0'  thoicsand  of  the  amount. 

Of  the  $3,500  appropriated  to  Iowa  Conference,  the  committee  recom- 
mend, in  case  of  a  division  at  the  General  Conference,  that  the  Territory 
of  Upper  Iowa  receive  $2,000,  and  Iowa  $1,500. 

One  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  contingently  at  the  discretion 
of  the  New- York  Conference,  at  its  next  session,  for  a  mission  to  the  Jews 
in  New- York.  The  appropriations  were  divided  as  follows,  namely:  Do- 
mestic Missions,  $174,875;  Foreign  Missions,  $78,900;  add  contingent 
under  the  constitution,  $5,000  ;  expenses  of  administration,  $6,225  ;  mak- 
ing a  grand  total  of  $265,000. 

These  appropriations  were  concurred  in  by  the  Board  of  Managers  and 
all  the  Bishops  present :  Bishops  Waugh,  Janes,  Scott,  Baker,  and  Ames. 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted: 

'■'■Resolved,  That  we  refer  to  the  Bishops  having  the  charge  severally 
of  our  Foreign  Missions  the  number  of  missionaries  to  be  employed,  they 
and  the  Board  having  strict  respect  to  the  specific  appropriation  to  each 
of  said  missions." 

Rev.  Dr.  Bangs  read  his  report  on  the  death  of  G.  Gary,  which  was 
adopted  by  the  committee,  and  ordered  to  be  entered  on  the  minutes  as 
follows : 

Rev.  G.  Gary.  Whereas,  it  hath  pleased  Almighty  God  to  receive  to 
himself  our  late  brother,  the  Rev.  George  Gary,  who  has  been  a  laborer 
in  his  vineyard  for  the  space  of  46  years  or  more,  several  of  which  were 
spent  in  the  service  of  this  society  as  a  superintendent  of  our  mission  in 
the  Oregon  Territory,  and  more  recently,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  as 
a  member  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee.  And  whereas  our  de- 
parted brother  hath  with  "  meekness  of  wisdom"  adorned,  both  in  his  pri- 
vate and  public  life,  "  the  doctrine  of  God  our  Saviour,"  and  hath  by  his 
labor  of  love  all  along  the  years  of  his  ministerial  course,  commended 
himself  to  the  highest  respect  and  esteem  of  the  friends  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ ;  therefore.  Resolved,  That  while  with  the  Church  at  large 
we  bow  with  reverence  under  the  bereaving  stroke  which  hath  removed 
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so  eminent  and  valuable  a  laborer  to  his  eternal  reward ;  we  also  adore 
the  God  of  all  gi-ace  for  the  bestowment  of  so  bright  a  light  in  his 
Church,  and  so  devoted  a  friend  to  the  missionary  cause. 

Resolved,  That  we  thankfully  adore  the  grace  of  God,  which  gave  his 
beloved  rest,  throughout  the  severe  and  protracted  illness  by  which  he  was 
finally  removed. 

Resolved,  That  we  deeply  sympathize  with  the  sur\nving  widow,  and 
other  members  of  the  family,  and  tender  them  our  affectionate  condo- 
lence in  this  bereaving  event. 

Resolved,  That  a  copy  of  the  foregoing  preamble  and  resolutions  be  for- 
warded to  the  widow  and  family  of  the  deceased,  and  that  a  copy  also  be 
furnished  to  our  several  Church  papers  for  publication. 
The  following  was  also  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  the  Board  to  take  measures  to  cause 
the  constitution  to  be  so  amended  as  to  render  it  clear  that  this  General 
Committee  and  Board  may  grant  aid  to  other  Methodist  bodies  in  carry- 
ing on  their  missions,  and  that  such  appropriations  shdl  in  effect  consti- 
tute such  missions  foreign  missions  in  the  view  of  the  constitution. 
Adjourned. 

.   John  F.  Wright, 
Henry  W.  Reed, 
W.  H.  Collins, 
G.  Baker, 
C.  J.  Hours. 


s.* 

REPORT  ON  THE  BIBLE  CAUSE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bible  Cause,  in  making  their  report  to  this  body, 
are  anxious  to  bring  very  prominently  to  your  notice  the  American 
Bible  Society.  This  noble  institution,  recognized  in  the  Discipline  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  as  the  great  agency  for  the  circulation  of 
the  Holy  Scriptures,  we  are  happy  to  be  able  to  say,  is  still  successfully 
prosecuting  its  Avork,  and  richly  deserves  the  confidence  and  support  of 
the  Church  and  the  public.  During  the  last  four  years  its  career  has 
been  one  of  progress,  and,  we  believe,  of  increasing  usefulness.  Each 
year,  except  one,  a  year  of  general  pecuniary  embarrassment,  it  has 
steadily  increased  in  its  receipts  and  in  its  issues.  Four  years  ago  the 
receipts  of  the  society,  from  donations,  legacies,  and  sales,  amounted  to 
$308,144  81;  the  last  year's  receipts,  from  all  sources,  were  $393,167  25. 
In  1852  the  report  of  the  society  stated  its  issues  at  666,015  volumes ; 
the  present  year  they  report  668,225.  But  it  should  be  remembered 
that  for  two  years  preceding,  the  auxiliary  societies  had  drawn  very 
largely  on  the  Parent  Depository  for  books,  had  thereby  become  very 

**  For  Report  of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  see  Appendix  S,  page  259. 
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heavily  in  debt  to  the  treasury  cf  the  Parent  Society ;  and  dm  n£  the 
mst  year  instead  of  ordering  books,  they  have  been  reducing  then  m- 
debtednis  This  has  naturally  led  to  an  augmentation  m  the  receipts 
of  the  F^ii^nt  Society,  and  a  diminution  in  its  issues.  We  are  now  happy 
t  lenrn  that  the  Parent  Society  has  thereby  been  enabled  to  relieve 
Uselrif  embarrassments  contracted  to  --\^\^trtl  L  ^^  no: 
tirecedincr  years,  when  its  issues  were  unusually  laige,  and  t^^'"o  ™^ 
Seved  of  all  embarrassment  by  debt,  it  is  prepared  to  go  much  mm  e 
extensively  into  the  manufacture  and  distribution  of  books  than  ever 

^^Thus  prepared,  and  moved  by  a  consideration  of  the  ^^f  «f  ^^j^ 
sSetl  a  complete  reexpbration  and  re-supply  of  the  entire  country 

LS   n<^    hemselves  with  the  auxiUary  societies  by  cooperating  wiU. 
laenutjm^  .^^^   strengthening  and   encouraging   theni. 

tl:  ' 

t 
t 

ister=^  and  others,  for  private,  benevolent  distribution. 

We  "ic  happy  to  learn  that  the  Society  is  taking  great  pains  to  pub- 

„°7r„irt;otd  ^copies  >„■.»„,  .o.  be^^es  ^^^^ 


SS  oTtbrplSpStroTr  P^f  S,;  and  t.e  suc^ls  of  i. 

owY    1*;"*  thi  Holy  Scriptures  it  is  ^1-  "Jevot^g  cons.toab  0 
..,.„,™  tr,  fnreiTO  nations.     This  Conference  is  wel    awaie  t  lat  unex 
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We  think  the  American  Bible  Society  entitled  to  our  gratitude,  for 
the  pains  it  has  taken  to  give  us  a  pure  and  perfect  version  of  the  En- 
glish Bible.  Rejecting  all  attempts  at  a  new  translation,  which  they  deem 
eminently  unwise,  as  both  uncalled  for  and  hazardous  to  the  best  inter- 
ests of  Bible  truth,  they  have  taken  great  pains  to  give  us  a  perfect 
copy  of  our  unrivaled  and  inimitable  English  Bible.  With  this  we  should 
not  only  be  fully  satisfied,  but  more,  it  calls  for  our  grateful  acknowledg- 
ment. 

Impressed  with  these  views,  your  committee  would  beg  leave  respect- 
fully to  present,  for  adoption,  the  following  i-esolutions  : 

1.  That  this  General  Conference  cherishes  the  most  cordial  and  un- 
diminished confidence  in  the  American  Bible  Society,  and  hereby  rec- 
ommends to  the  ministers  and  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  to  cooperate  with  it,  and  exert  themselves  to  carry  out  its  noble 
and  benevolent  designs. 

2.  That  we  highly  approve  of  the  intention  and  effort  of  the 
Managers  to  secure  a  systematic  and  general,  as  well  as  thorough,  re- 
exploration  and  re-supply  of  the  entire  country,  and  that  we  recommend 
our  ministers  and  members  everywhere  to  cooperate  in  this  work,  and 
help  to  carry  the  plan  into  effect  in  their  several  fields  of  labor. 

3.  That  inasmuch  as  the  successful  carrying  out  of  the  designs  of  the 
American  Bible  Society  depends  on  the  efficiency  of  its  auxiliaries,  we 
recommend  all  under  our  charge  to  cooperate  with  those  auxiliaries,  to 
encourage,  strengthen,  and  assist  them. 

4.  That  in  declining  all  attempts  or  movement  towai-d  a  new  trans- 
lation of  the  Bible,  the  Society  is  entitled  to  our  wannest  thanks,  and 
for  its  pains  to  furnish  an  entirely  pure  and  correct  edition  of  the  Bible 
in  our  commonly  received  English  version. 

5.  In  view  of  the  importance  of  this  whole  subject,  we  hereby  rec- 
ommend to  each  minister  in  the  connection  to  preach  at  least  once  a 
year  on  this  subject,  and  generally  at  the  time  when  he  makes  his  annual 
collection  for  the  Bible  cause. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLISHING  COMMITTEE  OF  THE  NORTHERN 
CHRISTIAN  ADVOCATE. 

The  Publishing  Committee  of  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  having 
attended  to  their  duties  in  making  personal  and  minute  examination  of 
the  office,  including  the  books  of  accounts,  which  they  audited,  beg 
leave  to  make  the  following  report  to  the  General  Conference : 

That  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate,  in  regard  to  its  subscription 
list  and  finances,  is  in  a  very  flattering  condition,  proving  the  editor  and 
printer,  who  have  the  daily  management  of  its  affairs,  to  have  been 
competent  and  successful. 
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The  proof  of  this  general  statement  will  be  found  in  the  following 
particulars :  ne  ^  a 

1.  The  subscription  list  consists  now  of  nearly  fifteen  thousand  pay- 
ing subsciibers,  against  about  twelve  thousand  at  the  time  of  the  last 
session  of  your  body.  . 

2.  The  office  is  entirely  out  of  debt ;  and  there  is  a  surplus  ot 
$6  845  32  on  deposit,  against  §1,931  42  four  years  ago.  There  is  also 
due  from  agents  the  sum  of  $2,224,  at  the  date  of  this  report.  There 
is,  on  the  other  hand,  due  to  our  subscribers  about  $7,000.  At  the 
close  of  the  year,  therefore,  the  office  will  have,  as  nearly  as  can  now  be 
foieseen,  about  $2,000,  after  all  expenses  of  repairs  and  enlargement 
are  reckoned  in,  as  a  clear  profit. 

3.  The  cost  of  the  above-mentioned  enlargement,  which  was  called 
for  by  the  necessities  of  the  work,  has  been  $1,610  98. 

4.  The  cost  of  repairs  for  the  four  years  has  been  $727  91.  ^ 

We  find  the  building,  lot,  and  fixtures,  to  be  worth  about  ^10,000. 
Everythino-  seems  to  be  in  good  repair.  The  type  is  about  one  year 
old  •  and  it  will  be  necessary  to  purchase  a  new  dress  for  the  paper, 
and,'  perhaps,  change  all  the  type  of  the  office  at  the  close  of  the  present 

As  the  building  up  of  a  sound  and  prosperous  establishment, 
with  the  intention  of  gradually  enlarging  to  meet  the  increasing 
demands  made  upon  the  paper  by  the  patronizing  conferences,  would 
seem  to  be  the  poHcy  of  said  conferences,  the  office  has  been  con- 
ducted under  the  idea  of  low  prices  and  extensive  circulation,  that  we 
may  scatter  intelligence  rather  than  horde  money ;  and  we  are,  there- 
fore, able  to  report,  in  conclusion,  _ 

That  the  Northern  Christian  Advocate  is  safe  in  its  finances,  oflering 
no  occasion  of  anxiety  to  the  Church  at  large,  or  to  your  reverend 
body  •  and  is  cooperating  more  and  more  efficiently  with  the  preachers 
and  people  of  this  region  of  country,  in  spreading  the  knowledge  of  a 
oerfect  salvation  to  the  ends  of  the  world.  Respectfully  submitted, 
^  B.  F.  Teft, 

F.  Reed, 
E.  B.  Tenny, 
A.  J.  Phelps, 

J.  M'EWEN. 
May  1, 1856. 

P  S    The  tardiness  of  this  report  is  owing  to  the  fact,  that  these 

reports   are  customarily  made  up  to  the  first  of  May  mclusive,  after 

which  the  work  of  collecting  the  data  is  performed,  from  which  data  the 

chairman  makes  out  his  returns.  ^  r^,  m 

B.  T.  Teft. 

RR 
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EEPORT  ON  THE  EDUCATION  OF  COLORED  YOUTH. 

The  committee  to  whom  "were  referred  certain  papers  relating  to  the 
"Education  of  Colored  Youth,"  have  carefully  considered  the  subject, 
and  respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

HISTORY  OF  THE  MOVEMENT. 

For  many  years  the  unhappy  condition  of  the  colored  people  of  this 
country  has  excited  the  sympathy  of  the  benevolent ;  and  the  inquiry 
has  been  anxiously  revolved,  What  can  be  done  for  the  improvement  of 
that  condition?  In  the  fall  of  1853,  the  attention  of  the  Cincinnati 
Conference  was  directed  to  this  subject ;  and  a  committee  of  seven 
members  was  appointed  to  inquire  and  report  some  plan  of  operations 
at  the  next  session.  This  committee  reported  to  the  Conference  in  1854, 
urging  the  immediate  adoption  of  measures  for  encouraging  the  educa- 
tion of  colored  youth,  so  as  to  fit  them  for  any  position  or  pursuit  in 
life  to  which  God  in  his  providence  might  call  them.  This  report  was 
adopted  by  the  Conference,  and  an  agent  was  appointed  to  carry  into 
effect  the  objects  contemplated.  This  agent,  the  Rev.  John  F.  Wright, 
in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties  as  presiding  elder  of  East  Cincinnati 
District,  labored  quite  extensively,  by  correspondence  and  otherwise,  in 
the  work  of  the  agency.  He  succeeded  in  awakening  a  lively  interest 
on  the  subject,  and  in  arousing  the  attention  and  exciting  the  hopes  of 
the  colored  people  themselves,  who  began  to  see  opening  out  before 
them  the  prospect  of  respectability  and  usefulness.  The  Ohio  Con- 
ference entered  with  great  cordiality  into  the  project ;  and,  at  its  session 
in  1855,  resolved  to  cooperate  with  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  and 
such  other  conferences  as  chose  to  engage  in  the  enterprise,  in  establish- 
ing "  a  literary  institution  of  a  high  order  for  the  education  of  colored 
youth,  male  and  female."  A  committee  was  also  appointed,  headed  by 
the  venerable  Dr.  Young,  to  cooperate  with  the  committees  from  the 
other  conferences  in  carrying  into  effect  the  objects  contemplated.  The 
agent  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference,  in  person  and  by  letter,  communicated 
with  the  three  western  conferences  of  the  African  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  upon  the  subject ;  and  they  entered  heartily  mto  the  measure. 
He  has  also  visited  the  General  Conference  of  that  Church,  which  is  now 
in  session  in  Cincinnati ;  and  has  received  assurance  of  the  most  cordial 
cooperation.  This  body  of  Christians  has  great  influence  with  the 
colored  people  of  this  country ;  and  the  ministers,  and  many  of  the 
leading  members  of  that  Church,  have  for  some  years  manifested  a  laud- 
able zeal  for  the  literary  as  well  as  religious  culture  of  their  people. 

LOCATION  OF  THE  INSTITUTION. 

At  the  last  session  of  the  Cincinnati  Conference  definite  action  was 
taken,  the  agent  was  re-appointed  with  enlarged  powers,  an  able  com- 
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mittee  of  four  brethren  was  associated  with  him ;  and  they  were  authorized 
to  raise  funds,  and  procure  a  suitable  site  and  buildings  for  an  mstitution 
of  learnino-.     Providentially,  as  it  seemed,  just  at  the  opportune  moment. 
a  most  be'autiful  location,  with  appropriate  buildings,  furniture,  etc.,  was 
offered  to  them  upon  terms  as  favorable  as  could  reasonably  l^e  desired. 
It  is  known  as  the  "  Tawawa  or  Xenia  Springs  "  property  ;  and  is  situa  ed 
in  Greene  county,  Ohio,  some  three  and  a  half  miles  northeasterly  from  the 
town  of  Xenia,  in  a  community  where  such  an  institution  will  be  cher- 
ished, and  where  it  will  enjoy  every  possible  facility  for  meeting  the 
wants  which  have  called  it  into  being.     It  embraces  fifty-four  acres  of 
land   on  which  there  is  a  large  and  beautiful  edifice,  contaming  about 
two  hundred   rooms,   which  are  well  adapted   to  the    purposes  of  a 
boarding-house,  school  and  class-room,  chapel,  f^-\.^^^^  ^^''f^^ .^^""^l 
tages  equally  well  adapted  to  the  use  of  private  families-  he  furniture 
for  both  the  main  edifice  and  the  cottages  being  included  in  the  Purchase 
There  are  several  mineral  springs  on  the  premises  ;  and  the  whole  bad 
been  fitted  up  for  a  fashionable  watering-place,  at  a  cost  of  over  torty 
thousand  dollars.     This  property  was  offered  to  the  committee  for  thir- 
teen thousand  five  hundred  dollars.     The  offer  was  accepted ;  and  the 
committee  now  look  to  this  General  Conference  for  its  approval,  which 
will  materially  aid  them  in  meeting  the  pecumary  responsibilities  ot  the 
enterprise,  and  m  carrying  into  effect  the  great  objects  contemplated. 

THE  OBJECTS  CONTEMPLATED. 

As  already  intimated,  the  great  object  had  in  view  is  the  elevation  of 
the  entire  colored  race,  by  means  of  literary,  social,  and  religious  culture. 
And  in  order  to  accomplish  tliis  object,  it  is  proposed  to  encourage  and 
assist  them  in  their  efforts  at  self-improvement,  by  means  of  Sabbath 
and  week-day  schools,  and  also  by  means  of  at  least  one  institution 
of  learning  of  a  high  grade,  which  the  colored  people  may  regard  as 
their  own ;  and  where  they  may  feel  that  they  have  no  superiors 
unless  superior  merit  makes  them  such.  The  character  and  objects  of 
this  institution  are  thus  explained  by  the  agent  of  the  Cmcinnati  Con- 
ference •  "  A  leading  feature  will  be  to  educate  and  tram  colored  per- 
sons, male  and  female,  for  professional  teachers,  that  they  may  be 
thoroughly  qualified  to  go  forth  wherever  their  services  are  needed,  and 
impart  to  their  own  race  a  good  Christian  education  It  is  to  be  open 
to  both  sexes,  and  persons  entering  may  pursue  and  accomplish  a  par- 
tial or  thorough  collegiate  course,  as  they  may  choose ;  and,  in  its 
maturity,  we  design  that  it  shall  include  and  furnish  all  that  is  common 
to  the  best  universities  of  the  country." 

PRESENT  STATE  OF  THE  ENTERPRISE. 

It  has  been  stated  already,  that  a  most  desirable  location  and  buildings 
have  been  procured,  which  will,  in  a  short  time,  be  ready  for  occupancy. 
The  project  is  regarded  with  great  favor  by  all  the  promment  friends  of  the 
colored  race,  so  far  as  their  views  have  been  ascertamed;  and  the  cona- 
mittee  are  informed,  upon  rehable  authority,  that  the  colored  people 
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themselves,  especially  in  the  neighborhood  where  the  institution  is  located, 
are  delighted  with  the  enterprise.  It  has  also  attracted  the  attention 
of  some  wealthy  gentlemen  in  the  south,  who  have  slaves  whom  they 
wish  to  emancipate  and  educate ;  and  two  such  slaves  have  been 
emancipated  already,  and  are  now  in  Xenia  awaiting  the  opening  of  the 
school.  It  will,  probably,  be  necessary  to  place  the  institution  under 
the  superintendence  of  a  white  principal  for  the  present ;  but  the  design 
is  to  make  it  emphatically  the  colored  people's  college. 

In  conclusion,  your  committee  respectfully  recommend  the  adoption 
of  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved  That,  in  the  judgment  of  this  General  Conference,  the 
religious  education  of  the  people  of  color  in  our  land,  will  tend  most 
effectually  and  speedily,  imder  God,  to  their  elevation  in  this  country, 
and  to  prepare  the  way  for  the  restoration  of  the  benighted  millions  of 
down-trodden  Africa,  to  .all  the  blessings  of  civilization,  science,  and 
religion. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we  look  upon  the  proposed  plan  for  the  education 
of  the  colored  youth  of  our  land  as  of  God,  and  as  promising  great 
good  to  the  people  of  color  among  us,  and  untold  blessings  to  the  land 
of  their  ancestors ;  and  we  do  most  earnestly  recommend  this  noble 
work  to  the  sympathy,  the  prayei-s,  and  the  generous  benefactions  of  all 
who  desire  the  elevation  of  the  entire  family  of  man. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  bespeak  for  the  agents  of  this  enterprise  a  cordial 
reception  on  the  part  of  all  Christians  and  philanthropists,  hoping  that 
they  may  be  successful,  not  only  in  awakening  sympathy  and  enlistmg 
prayers,  but  also  in  gathering  funds  to  pay  for  the  property  purchased, 
and  to  afford  a  liberal  endowment  of  the  institution,  so  as  to  place 
it  on  an  equal  footing  with  the  best  institutions  of  learning  in  our 
country. 


V. 

REPORT  ON  THE  SMITH  ARNOLD  FUND. 

The  Committee  to  whom  a  memorial  from  the  New- York  East  Con- 
ference, in  relation  to  the  "  Smith  Arnold  Fund,"  was  referred,  beg 
leave  respectfully  to  report  that,  from  the  memorial,  and  the  communi- 
cations made  to  them, 

It  appears  that,  about  twenty-five  years  ago,  a  sum  of  money  was 
collected  within  the  boimds  of  the  New- York  Conference,  and  by  said 
Conference  the  money  was  ordered  to  be  invested,  and  the  proceeds 
appropriated  to  the  use  and  benefit  of  Rev.  Smith  Arnold  and  his  wife, 
during  their  lives. 

It  appears,  also,  that  the  proceeds  of  the  said  fund  were  regularly 
paid  to  the  said  Arnold  and  his  wife,  agreeably  to  the  order  stated 
above. 
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.     ,  +1  of  offov  tlip  decease  of  the  aforesaid  beneficiaries. 

It  further  appears  tl  at  aftei  ^^^^f  ^^^'^  ^^840   ordered  that  the  pro- 

■SssmSssm 

™F,t'm  fte'fore^ng  facts  the  committee  are  of  opinion  that  tl«  Gen■ 
New-York  Conference  so  to  administer  the  PJ°^^,f  s  of    the   f^md  m 

i^:st^^^i:r^rfg,p:^'Ctsf^.Sn 

members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 


X. 


REPORT  OF  THE  PUBLISHING  COIMITTEE  OP  THE  PITTSBURGH 

CHRISTIAN  ADYOCATE. 

THKPubhshing  Committee  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate  would 
present  the  foUowing  report :  ^^^  .  ^^^ 

At  the  commencement  of  ^^J^^^^^^^  ^^  ,^^,  ,ffer  appropriating 
seriously  ^^^^^'^^f  ^X  Gene  a^C^^^^^^^^^         of  1852,  to  the  payment 

re*i^rthttr.:nt  ^r;^:^^^^^^  -  ^^-^ 

on  credit  for  the  year.  ^    ,        ^xmng  the 

Nothwithstanding,  we  were  necessitated  to  renew  tne  lyp  5 
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early  part  of  the  second  year.  There  was  a  considerable  improvement 
in  the  condition  of  the  paper  each  year,  so  that,  as  will  be  seen  from  the 
exhibit  which  follows,  we  shall  have  sufficient  means  to  carry  us  on  until 
August,  or  perhaps  September,  without  incurring  any  debt,  excepting 
the  balances  due  to  subscribers. 

The  following  presents  the  present  condition  of  the  paper  : 

ASSETS. . 

Office  Furniture,  including  Type,  &c ^516  60 

Due  from  Sundries 790  21 

Bills  Receivable 1,735  <X) 

Cash  on  Deposit 1,792  00 

$4,833  71 

LIABILITIES. 

Due  to  Sundries Sl,225  34 

Bills  Payable 1,466  92         2,692  26 

Balance  in  favor  of  Pittsburgh  Christian  Advocate $2,141  45 

It  is  to  us  truly  gratifying  that  we  are  able  to  show  such  a  favorable 
improvement  in  the  financial  condition  of  the  paper.  We  have  now 
nearly  8,000  subscribers,  and  it  is  hoped  that  in  the  course  of  one  or  two 
years  more  the  paper  will  be  able  to  liquidate  every  claim  by  the  com- 
mencement of  the  year,  having  on  hand  the  subscription  price  of  the 
whole  year  to  come. 

We  may  say  that,  during  the  existence  of  the  Pittsburgh  Christian 
Advocate,  it  has  never  been  in  so  prosperous  a  condition. 
All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

I.  N.  Baird, 
J.  C.  Pershing, 
Wm.  a.  Davidson, 

Publishing  Committee. 
May,  1866. 


Y. 

REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES  OF  THE  CHMTERED  FUND. 

To  the  General  Conference  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the 
United  States  of  America  : 

Dear  Fathers  and  Brethren  :  The  Trustees  of  the  Chartered  Fvmd 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  of  the  United  States  of  America 
respectfully  submit  the  following  report : 

The  amount  of  invested  funds,  as  per  report,  made  to  the  General 
Conference  in  1852,  was  $41,035  29. 
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The  dividends  to  each  Annual  Conference,  since  that  time,  have  been 

as  follows  :  40  'rqfi  nO 

1853  to  36  Conferences,  each  876  00     Total        .     •     •     ^2^|6  ^^ 

1854  to  35  "  ;;       3o  00      iota  ,       .     .     .  ^^ 

1855  to  36  ;;  36  00     Tota,  ^  ^^^  ^^ 

1856  to  38  "  38  00     iotal, 

A  division  of  the  assets  of  the  Chartered  Fund,  under  a  decree  of  the 

the  number  of  preachers,  and  was  as  4,632  is  to  1,329. 

The  net  valuation  of  the  assets,  at  the  time  of  settlement.^  ^^^^^^^  ^^ 
OfThich  am'ount  was'paid  to  6ommissione;s  o*f  Church,    ^^  ^^^  ^^ 

South,       [ . 

Leaving  balance  of  reliable  assets,      .     .     .$21.273  26 

The  Board  of  Trustees  regret  to  state  that  the  ^f  treasurer,  B^^^^^^^^ 
to  pay  ?ver  the  -"-y.Vthf  CZt  Tr„  tf  iS  book  debts, . 

'zi  t^::^^^^^ = ^s^ib^^po.  to  so 

bte  a  day  of  the  session  of  the  G-;-C-^':ra:y  portion  of  it,  when 

Episcopal  Church,  South,  K»  ™'".  -  *^  f"™'^'- '"""°"'  '"^  ''*"'  " 
to  1,329.  T5^^ti.ov=   T    T    Eoswell  and  Solomon 

January,  1856,  is  $22,182  50. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  subm,Ued^^^^^  ^^  ^^^  ^^^^^^ 

W.  P.  Hackee,  Secretary. 


2t6  Report  „/  tU  Commimmen  of  tM  Church  Suit  m  mw-rork. 


z. 

REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CHURCH  SUIT  IH  NEW- 
YORK. 

^  the  claims  P-fe..  Jl;;\'iLlJd:"E  CrctTcf  S^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
ca,S%Ta'.'Ll\':ra1!^,1t:/J;^/i  «;;,';;  J-OseM'Lean.  after  . 

ilie   decree  of  the  court,   o-iven  December  fttli    is^q        .      j 
mot,o„  of  both  parties,  c„„.ains°the  p.^S'^of  he  Smelr     °" 


the  8191,000,  amounting  to  ai;\umTfir2roo?w,"'°f  f"'""™  »'' 
follows:  J16,000  on  tl/first  of  ^hJrylli'^T^Vo^: Ti"", 
February,  1856;  il5,000  on  the  first  of  Februar'r     857     !^,  ,  nnn   ' 


Fehruary. lael-;  ^,0^0  !f  tK^t^^f  v!^^'«-  ^^^^^^  £ 

costs  of  the  suit.  within^ninetX  from  1^^  '^o  T^a  te'"""^ 

le  Lreneral  Conference,  that  while  this 

view  of  the  legal  decisions  already 

those  destined  to  follow,  they  were 


v^  V        —    ",1.^1,^  ucijs  irom  me  niino-  ot  th  s  decrep 

Your  committee  beg  to  assure  the  General  Conrerencrtlmt  while  fhJ« 
arrangement  was  eflfected  in  full  view  of  th     ^'^'^-°'-^' *'^'^*  ^^^^'^e  this 

those  desti 
lomy,  upon 
rable  sum  1 

George  Peck, 


Thomas  Carlton, 
John  S.  Porter. 
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AA. 

REPORT  OP  THE  COMMITTEE  m  CHURCH  EXTENSION. 

The  committee  to  whom  the  memorial  on  Church  Extension  was  referred, 
beo-  Iccave  to  report  that  they  have  had  the  subject  under  consideration ; 
and  while  they  deeply  feel  the  importance  of  securing  early  attention  to 
the  purchase  of  lots  for  churches  and  parsonages,  especially  in  the  new- 
districts  of  country,  and  in  towns  and  villages  that  are  springing  up  m 
almost  every  part  of  our  widely-extended  country,  yet  we  cannot  think 
it  advisable,  at  this  time,  for  tlie  General  Conference  either  to  orgamze 
a  society  for  the  purpose,  or  adopt  any  one  thus  organized.  Believing, 
as  we  do,  that  the  desired  end  would  not  be  the  most  successtuliy 
arrived  at  by  any  one  local  society,  or  the  employment  of  agents  to  go 
through  the  country  at  large,  therefore, 

1.  ^Resolved,  That  we  appreciate  and  commend  the  zeal  _ot  our 
brethren  at  Chicago ;  yet  we  do  not  think  it  practicable,  at  this  time, 
to  organize  such  a  society  as  they  desire. 

2.  ^Resolved,  That  we  eiirnestly  recommend  the  Annual  Conferences,  as 
having  this  work  more  immediately  under  their  supervision  and  control, 
to  adopt  such  measures  as  are  best  calculated,  according  to      jh  >  "- 
cumstances  and  necessities,  and  by  all  prudential  measures,  t      ^cure  tL 
desired  end. 


BB. 

REPORT  ON  BOUNDARIES. 

Part  III. — Temporal  Economy. 
Chap.  I. — Of  the  Boundaries  of  the  Annual  Conferences. 

1.  The  New- York  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  territory  now 
included  in  the  New- York,  Poughkeepsie,  Newburgh,  Prattsville,  Monti- 
cello,  and  Rhinebeck  Districts,  including  East  Chatham. 

2.  The  New-York  East  Conference  shall  consist  of  the  East  New- 
York  the  New-Haven,  the  Hartford,  and  the  Long  Island  Districts,  includ- 
ing in  the  city  of  New-York  all  those  charges  lying  east  of  a  line  running 
through  the  Third  Avenue,  Bowery,  Chatham-street,  and  Broadway. 

3.  The  Providence  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Connecticut  lying  east  of  the  Connecticut  River,  all  the  State  of  Rhode 
Island,  with  Millville  and  Blackstone  Stations  in  Massachusetts,  and  also 
that  part  of  the  State  of  Massachusetts  lyiftg  southeast  of  a  line  drawn 
from  the  northeast  corner  of  the  State  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  mouth  of 
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Neponset  River,  which  line  shall  so  run  as  to  leave  Walpole  Station  and 
Quincy  Point  within  the  bounds  of  the  New-England  Conference. 

4.  The  New-Exglaxd  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of 
Massachusetts  lying  east  of  the  Green  Mountains,  not  embraced  in  the 
New-Hampshire  and  Providence  Conferences. 

5.  The  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
Maine  lying  west  of  the  Kennebeck  River,  from  its  mouth  to  the  Great 
Bend  below  Skowhegan,  and  of  a  line  running  from  thence  north  to  the 
State  line,  (including  Skowhegan  and  Augusta  Stations  in  Maine  Con- 
ference,) and  that  part  of  New-Hampshire  lying  east  of  the  White  Hills, 
and  north  of  the  waters  of  the  Ossipee  Lake. 

6.  The  East  Maine  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Maine  not  included  in  the  Maine  Conference. 

7.  The  New-Hampshire  Conference  shall  include  all  the  State  of 
New-Hampshire  not  embraced  in  the  Maine  Conference,  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Massachusetts  northeast  of  the  Merrimac  River,  and  also  that 
part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  lying  east  of  the  top  of  the  Green  Mountains. 
Provided^  that  at  the  next  ses'sions  of  the  Vermont  and  New-Hampshire 
Conferences,  the  members  of  the  same,  or  a  majority  of  them,  shall  agree 
to  the  reunion  of  the  two ;  otherwise,  the  Vermont  Conference  shall 
include,  as  now,  that  part  of  the  State  of  Vermont  lying  east  of  the  top 
of  the  Green  Mountains. 

8.  The  Troy  Conference  shall  include  the  Troy,  Albany,  (embracing 
Richmondville  Station,)  Saratoga,  Poultney,  Burlington,  Plattsburgh,  and 
St.  Albans  Districts. 

9.  The  Black  River  Conference  shall  include,  together  with  Rose 
Circuit,  that  part  of  the  State  of  New- York  west  of  the  Troy  Conference, 
not  embraced  in  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  as  far  south  as  the  Erie 
Canal,  and  all  the  Societies  on  the  immediate  banks  of  the  Canal,  except 
Utica,  Canestota,  Montezuma,  and  Port  Byron, 

10.  The  Oneida  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State  of 
New-York  south  of  the  Black  River  Conference  and  east  of  Cayuga  Lake, 
and  north  of  a  line  running  east  from  Newfield  to  Ithaca ;  from  thence 
following  the  Catskill  turnpike  to  Greene,  and  from  thence  following  the 
same  line  of  road  through  Masonville  to  the  New- York  Conference, 
including  all  the  charges  through  which  said  line  passes,  excepting  Lisle 
and  Whitney's  Point  Charge ;  from  thence,  on  the  west  line  of  the  Troy 
Conference,  to  the  Erie  Canal,  including  Fort  Plain. 

11.  The  Wyoming  Conference  shall  include  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New- York  not  included  in  the  Oneida,  East  Genesee,  and  New- York 
Conferences,  including  Lisle  and  Whitney's  Point  Charge ;  together  with 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  bounded  on  the  west  by  the  East  Genesee, 
south  bv  the  Baltimore,  Philadelphia,  and  Newark  Conferences,  and  east 
by  the  Newark  and  New- York  Conferences. 

12.  The  East  Genesee  Conference  shall  contain  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  New- York  west  of  Black  River,  Oneida,  and  Wyoming  Con- 
ferences, and  east  of  Genesee  River,  including  the  whole  of  the  city  of 
Rochester,  together  with  so  much  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania  as  is 
included  in  the  Elmira,  Troy,  and  Corning  Districts,  except  Laporte 
Circuit 
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13.  The  Genesee  Conference  sliall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New- York  west  of  the  East  Genesee  Conference,  except  so  much  as  is 
included  in  the  Erie  Annual  Conference ;  and  also  so  much  of  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  as  is  embraced  in  Clean  District. 

14.  The  Erie  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by  Lake 
Erie,  on  the  east  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth  of  Cattaraugus 
Creek,  thence  up  said  creek  to  the  village  of  Gowanda,  leavmg  said  vil- 
lao-e  in  the  Genesee  Conference,  thence  to  the  Alleghany  River,  at  the 
mouth  of  the  Tunungwant  Creek,  thence  up  said  creek  eastward  to  the 
ridtre  dividing- between  the  waters  of  Clarion  and  Sinnaraahonmg  Creeks, 
thence  south  to  the  head  of  Mahoning  Creek,  thence  down  said  creek, 
exclusive  of  the  Milton  Society,  but  including  Putneyville  in  the  Bethle- 
ham  Circuit,  to  the  Alleghany  River ;  thence  across  said  river  in  a  north- 
westerly direction,  to  the  Western  Reserve  line,  including  the  north  part 
of  Butler  and  Newcastle  Circuits,  and  also  including  Petersburgh  ;  thence 
west  to  the  Ohio  Canal,  thence  along  said  canal  to  Lake  Erie,  including 
Akron,  and  all  of  Cleveland  lying  east  of  the  Cuyahoga  River. 

1.5.  The  Pittsburgh  Conference  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  Erie  Conference,  on  the  east  by  a  line  running  along  the  tops  of  the 
Alle<yhany  Mountains  to  the  southern  line  of  the  State  of  Pennsylvania, 
thence  west  along  the  line  of  the  Western  Virginia  Conference  to  the  Ohio 
River,  thence  down  said  river  to  the  mouth  of  the  Muskingum  River, 
thence  up  said  river,  exclusive  of  the  towns  of  Marietta  and  ZanesviUe,  to 
the  Tuscarawas  River,  thence  up  said  river,  including  the  town  of  Massil- 
lon,  to  the  line  of  the  Erie  Conference. 

16.  The  Western  Virginia  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  fol- 
lows: Beginning  at  the  southwest  corner  of  the  Pennsylvania  line,  thence 
alono-  said  line  to  the  northeast  corner  of  Ohio  county,  Virginia,  so  as  to 
incUrde  Wheeling  Creek  Mission  and  Triadelphia  Circuits;  thence  the 
most  direct  way  to  Short  Creek,  so  as  to  include  the  Short  Creek  and 
Liberty  Circuits ;  thence  down  said  creek  to  the  Ohio  River,  thence  down 
said  river  to  the  mouth  of  Big  Sandy  River,  thence  up  the  Big  Sandy  River, 
so  as  to  include  the  Guyandotte  District;  on  the  south  and  east  it  shall 
be  bounded  by  the  Baltimore  Conference  to  the  Peimsylvama  State  line, 
thence  westward  by  said  line  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

lY.  The  Ohio  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  southeast  corner  of 
the  North  Ohio  Conference,  and  thence  south,  following  the  course  of  the 
Muskino-ura  River  to  its  junction  with  the  Ohio  River,  including  the  city 
of  ZanesviUe  and  the  town  of  Marietta ;  thence  down  the  Ohio  River  to 
the  mouth  of  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  thence  north  to  the  southeast  corner  of 
Fayette  county,  leaving  Sinking  Spring  Circuit,  and  Bethesda,  and  Rapid 
Forge  societies  in  Highland  Circuit,  west  of  this  line,  and  Washington 
Circuit  east,  except  Fairfield,  which  shall  be  left  west  of  said  line ;  thence 
northwest  to  the  western  boundary  of  said  county  of  Fayette,  thence  m  a 
due  north  direction  to  the  southern  boundary  of  Delaware  Conference, 
leavinty  Vienna  Circuit  west  of  said  line,  thence  east  with  southern  line 
of  the^Delaware  Conference  in  part,  and  of  the  North  Ohio  Conference  to 
the  place  of  beginning. 

18.  The  Cincinnati  Conference  shall  commence  at  the  mouth  ot 
the  Ohio  Brush  Creek,  and  shall  be  bounded  on  the  south  by  the  Ohio 
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River,  and  on  the  west  by  the  Indiana  State  line  to  the  southern  bounds 
of  the  Dehiware  Conference,  at  the  southwest  corner  of  Dark  County ;  thence 
eastwardly  along  said  line,  so  as  to  exclude  the  Sydney  and  Delaware  Dis- 
tricts of  the  Delaware  Conference,  to  the  boundary  of  the  Ohio  Confer- 
ence at  its  junction  with  the  southern  line  of  the  Delaware  Conference; 
thence  in  a  southeasterly  direction  with  said  western  line  of  the  Ohio  Con- 
ference to  the  place  of  beginning. 

19.  The  Kextucict  Coxference  shall  include  the  State  of  Kentucky, 
excepting  so  much  of  said  state  as  is  included  in  the  Western  Virginia 
Conference. 

20.  The  North  Ohio  Coxferexce  shall  be  bounded  on  the  north  by 
the  north  line  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  east  by  the  Erie  and  Pittsburgh  Con- 
ferences, on  the  south  by  the  Ohio  Conference,  and  on  the  west  by  the 
Delaware  Conference. 

21.  The  Delaware  Conference  shall  be  bounded  by  a  hne  com- 
mencing at  the  northwest  corner  of  the  State  of  Ohio,  thence  east  by  the 
north  line  of  the  state  to  a  point  north  of  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River, 
thence  south  to  the  mouth  of  Sandusky  River,  excluding  Port  Clinton 
Circuit,  thence  up  said  Sandusky  River  to  Upper  Sandusky,  excluding 
Tiffin  City,  and  including  Fremont  and  Upper  Sandusky,  thence  along  the 
Ohio  and  Indiana  Railroad  to  Crestline,  including  Bucyms  Station  and 
Crestline,  thence  along  the  Cleveland,  Columbus,  and  Cincinnati  Railroad 
to  the  north  line  of  the  Ohio  Conference,  including  Cardington  village, 
"Waldo,  and  Westfield,  and  Galena  Circuits ;  thence  west  along  the  north 
line  of  the  Ohio  and  Cincinnati  Conferences  to  the  Avest  line  of  the  state, 
thence  north  along  the  west  line  of  the  state  to  the  place  of  beginning. 

22.  The  Michigan  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the 
State  of  Michigan  lying  west  of  the  principal  meridian  lines,  and  the  In- 
dian Missions,  in  the  lower  peninsula,  shall  be  connected  with  Michigan 
Conference. 

23.  The  Detroit  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Michigan  lying  east  of  the  principal  meridian  line,  and  the  upper  penin- 
sula shall  be  connected  with  the  Detroit  Conference. 

24.  The  Indiana  Conference  shall  be  bounded  as  follows,  namely: 
Beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek  on  the  Ohio  River,  thence  with 
said  creek  to  the  Jeffersonville  Railroad,  thence  by  said  railroad  to 
Rockford,  thence  by  the  east  fork  of  White  River  to  Columbus,  thence 
by  the  Madison  and  Indianapolis  Railroad  to  Franklin,  thence  by  the 
plank  road  to  the  Bluffs  of  White  River,  thence  north  by  said  river 
to  the  Donation  line  of  Indianapolis,  thence  east  by  said  line  to  Meridian- 
street,  thence  north  by  said  street  to  its  intersection  with  Market-street, 
thence  west  by  Market-street  to  the  Donation  line,  thence  south  by  said 
Donation  line  to  the  National  Road,  thence  by  the  National  Road  west  to 
the  Greencastle  State  Road,  one  and  a  half  miles  ^vest  of  Stilesville.  thence 
with  said  State  Road  to  the  town  plat  of  Greencastle,  thence  due  south 
to  Seminary-street,  including  the  second  charge  in  Greencastle,  together 
with  lot  No.  153  ;  thence  due  south  to  the  southern  border  of  the  college 
grounds,  upon  a  line  equally  dividing  the  college  campus  and  building, 
thence  due  west  to  the  Walnut  Fork  of  Eel  River,  thence  down  said  river 
to  its  intersection  with  the  National  Road,  thence  with  said  road  to  the 
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western  line  of  the  state,  including  all  the  towns  on  the  National  Road 
west  of  Indianapolis  in  Indiana  Conference,  except  Terre  Haute ;  thence 
by  the  state  line  to  the  mouth  of  the  Wabash  River,  thence  by  the  state 
line  to  the  mouth  of  Silver  Creek,  the  place  of  beginnmg. 

25.  The  Northwestern  Indiana  Conference  shall  embrace  all  of 
Northwestern  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  State  and  Lake  of  Michigan, 
east  bv  the  Michigan  Road  and  St.  Joseph  River,  south  by  Indiana  Con- 
ference, and  west  by  the  State  of  Illinois,  also  the  city  of  Terre  Haute, 
with  so  -much  of  the  eity  of  Indianapolis  within  the  Donation  as  lies 
north  of  Market-street  and  west  of  Meridian-street,  with  all  towns  on  the 
Michigan  Road,  except  Logansport.  „     -  t,t     i.      ^ 

26  The  North  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of  Northeast- 
ern Indiana,  bounded  north  by  Michigan,  east  by  Ohio,  including  Union 
City  south  by  the  National  Road,  and  west  by  the  Michigan  Road  as 
far  north  as  South  Bend,  thence  down  St.  Joseph  River  to  the  Micbgan 
State  line,  also  the  town  of  Logansport,  all  towns  on  the  National  Road 
east  of  Indianapolis,  and  so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapolis  withm  the 
Donation  as  lies  north  of  Market-street  and  east  of  Meridian-street. 

2Y.  The  Southeastern  Indiana  Conference  shall  include  all  of 
Southeastern  Indiana,  bounded  north  by  the  National  Road,  east  by 
Ohio,  south  by  the  Ohio  River,  and  west  by  the  Indiana  Conference; 
so  much  of  the  city  of  Indianapohs  within  the  Donation  as  lies  south  of 
Market-street  and  east  of  Meridian-street,  and  all  the  towns  and  societies 
on  the  line  between  Indiana  and  Southeastern  Indiana  Conferences. 

28.  The  Rock  River  Conference  shall  embrace  all  the  north  part 
of  the  State  of  Illinois  north  of  the  north  line  of  the  Peoria  Conference,  so 
as  to  include  the  city  of  Peru,  and  excepting  that  portion  of  Spring  Grove 
Circuit  lying  in  the  State  of  Illinois. 

29.  The  Peoria  Conference  shall  embrace  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  Illinois  north  of  the  north  line  of  the  lUinois  Conference,  and  south  of 
the  following  line,  namely :  Beginning  on  the  Mississippi  River  at  Rock 
Island,  thence  with  the  Rock  Island  and  Chicago  Railroad  to  Lasell, 
thence  with  the  Illinois  River  to  the  mouth  of  the  Kankakee  River,  thence 
with  the  Kankakee  River  to  the  Indiana  State  line,  so  as  to  embrace 
Rock  Island  City,  Moline  and  Port  Byron  Circuits,  and  Lasell  Station. 

30.  The  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  all  that  portion  of  the 
State  of  Wisconsin  which  is  not  included  in  the  Minnesota  and  West  Wis- 
consin Conferences. 

31.  The  West  Wisconsin  Conference  shall  include  that  part  ot  the 
State"  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  south  and  east  of  the  Minnesota  Conference, 
and  west  of  a  line  beginning  on  the  south  line  of  the  State  of  Illinois  at 
the  southeast  corner  of  Green  county,  and  running  north  on  the  Range 
line  to  the  north  line  of  Town  Twenty,  (20,)  thence  west  on  the  north  line 
of  Town  Twenty  to  the  fourth  principal  meridian,  and  thence  north  on 
said  meridian  to  the  line  of  Minnesota  Conference,  with  the  addition  of 
that  portion  of  Spring  Grove  Circuit  which  lies  within  the  State  of  Illinois. 

32.  The  Minnesota  Conference  shall  include  the  Minnesota  Territory, 
and  that  part  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin  which  lies  north  and  west  of  a 
line  beginning  at  the  mouth  of  Black  River,  and  running  up  said  river  to 
the  mouth  of  Beaver  Creek,  up  said  creek  to  its  source,  thence  by  the 
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dividino-  ridge  between  the  waters  of  Black  and  Trempellan  Rivers  to  tbe 
line  between  Towns  Twenty-tbree  and  Twenty-four,  tbence  east  along  said 
line  to  tbe  fourtb  principal  meridian,  and  tbence  nortb  on  said  meridian 
line  to  Lake  Superior. 

33.  The  Iowa  Conference  sball  embrace  all  tbat  part  of  tbe  State 
of  Iowa  lying  soutb  of  a  line  commencing  at  Davenport,  on  tbe  Missis- 
sippi River,  and  running  on  tbe  line  of  railway  to  Iowa  city,  tbence  up 
tbe  Iowa  River  to  the  corner  of  Iowa,  Benton,  Tauca,  and  Powesbiek 
counties,  tbence  due  west  to  tbe  Missouri  River,  leaving  Davenport  and 
Iowa  city  in  tbe  Upper  Iowa  Conference,  and  tbe  intermediate  towns  on 
tbe  line  in  tbe  Iowa  Conference. 

34.  The  Upper  Iowa  Conference  sball  embrace  all  tbat  part  of  tbe 
State  of  Iowa  not  embraced  in  tbe  Iowa  Conference. 

35.  The  Kansas  and  Nebraska  Conference  sball  embrace  the 
Kansas  and  Nebraska  Territories,  and  also  tbat  part  of  tbe  territories  of 
New  I^Iexico  and  Utab  lying  east  of  tbe  Rocky  Mountains. 

36.  The  Illinois  Conference  sball  include  tbat  part  of  Illinois  not 
included  in  tbe  Southern  Illinois  Conference,  soutb  of  tbe  following  line, 
namely  :  Beginning  at  Warsaw  on  tbe  Mississippi  River,  tbence  to  Ver- 
mont, tbence' to  tbe  moutb  of  Spoon  River,  tbence  up  tbe  Illinois  River 
to  tbe  northwest  corner  of  Mason  County,  tbence  to  tbe  northeast  cor- 
ner of  said  county,  tbence  to  the  junction  of  tbe  Central,  and  Alton,  and 
Chicago  Railroad,  leaving  Macauaw  Circuit  in  the  Peoria  Conference, 
thence  to  the  southwest  corner  of  Iroquois  County,  thence  east  to  tbe  In- 
diana State  line. 

37.  The  Southern  Illinois  Conference  sball  include  all  that  part 
of  tbe  State  of  Illinois  south  of  tbe  following  line :  Beginning  at  Gilead 
on  the  Mississippi  River  in  Calhoun  County,  tbence  to  the  northwest  cor- 
ner of  Jersey  County,  thence  to  tbe  northeast  corner  of  said  county,  tbence 
to  Honey  Point,  thence  to  Hillsborough,  lea\nng  Hillsborough  Station  in  the 
Illinois  Conference,  thence  east  through  Fayette  and  EflBngbam  Counties 
to  the  northwest  corner  of  Jasper  County,  tbence  with  the  north  line  of 
Jasper  and  Crawford  Counties  to  tbe  Wabash  River. 

38.  The  Missouri  Conference  sball  include  tbe  State  of  Missouri, 
except  tbat  part  lying  south  of  tbe  Osage  River,  and  west  of  Miller,  Pu- 
laski, and  Ashley  Counties. 

39.  The  Arkansas  Conference  shall  include  the  States  of  Arkansas 
and  Texas,  and  so  much  of  tbe  State  of  Missouri  as  is  not  included  in 
the  Missouri  Conference. 

40.  The  Baltimore  Conference  shall  include  all  tbat  part  of  Virginia 
not  embraced  in  the  Western  Virginia,  Pittsburgh,  and  Philadelphia 
Conferences,  and  which  is  bounded  by  a  line  commencing  at  the  mouth 
of  tbe  Rappahannock  River,  running  with  said  river  to  the  bead  waters 
thereof,  (including  Fredericksburg,)  thence  by  tbe  Blue  Ridge  to  New 
River,  taking  in  Floyd  Circuit,  thence  by  New  River  to  tbe  boundary  of 
the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and  tbe  western  shore  of  Maryland, 
except  a  small  portion  included  in  the  Western  Virginia  Conference,  and 
that  part  of  Pennsylvania  lying  east  of  the  Alleghany  Mountains,  and 
west  of  tbe  Susquehanna  River,  including  Huntington  and  Northumber- 
land Districts. 
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41  The  Philadelphia  Conference  shall  include  the  eastern  shore 
of  Maryland  and  Viroinia,  the  State  of  Delaware,  and  all  that  part  of 
Pennsylvania  lyino-  between  the  Susquehanna  and  Delaware  Kivers  ex- 
cept so  much  as  is  included  in  Baltimore,  Wyoming,  and  Newark  Con- 
ferences, includiuiT  NaglesviUe,  in  Philadelphia  Conference. 

42  The  New-Jeusey  Conference  shall  include  that  part  ot  the  btate 
of  New-Jersey  Iving  south  of  the  following  line,  namely  :  Beginning  with 
Raritan  Bay,  and  running  up  said  bay  and  river  to  New-Brunswick, 
thence  along  the  turnpike  road  in  a  direct  line  to_  Lambertville  on  the 
Delaware  River,  including  the  city  of  New-Brunswick  and  Lambertville 

43  The  Newark  Conference  shall  include  all  that  part  of  the  State 
of  New-Jersey  not  included  in  the  New-Jersey  Conference,  Staten  Island, 
and  so  much  of  the  States  of  New-York  and  Pennsylvania  as  is  now  in- 
cluded in  the  Paterson  and  Newton  Districts.  ^     .      .       ^  ^ 

44.  The  Oregon  Conference  shall  embrace  the  Territories  of  Oregon 

and  Washington.  c  n  ve 

45  The  California  Conference  shall  embrace  the  State  ot  (valitor- 
nia,  the  Sandwich  Islands,  and  so  much  of  the  Territories  of  New-Mexico 
and  Utah  as  lies  west  of  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

46  The  Liberia  Conference.— There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference 
on  the  western  coast  of  Africa,  to  be  denominated  the  Liberia  Mission 
Annual  Conference,  possessing  all  the  rights,  powers,  and  privileges  ot 
other  Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  delegates  to  the  General 
Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividend  from  the  avails  ot  the 
Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 

47  The  German  Conference.— There  shall  be  an  Annual  Conference 
in  Germany,  to  be  denominated  The  German  Mission  Annual  Conference, 
embracino-'also  the  missions  in  France  and  Switzerland  where  the  German 
lano-uao-els  si^oken ;  which  Conference  shall  possess  all  the  rights,  powers, 
and^prmleaes  of  other  Annual  Conferences,  except  that  of  sending  dele- 
gates to  the  General  Conference,  and  of  drawing  its  annual  dividends 
from  the  avails  of  the  Book  Concern  and  of  the  Charter  Fund. 

GERMAN  WORK. 
1.  The  Cincinnati  and  Ohio  Districts  are  connected  with  the  Cincinnati 

''J.The^^orth  Ohio  and  Michigan  Districts  are  connected  with  the 

North  Ohio  Conference.  .  ,     ,      r.      i       .        t    r 

3  The  German  work  now  connected  with  the  Southeastern  Indiana 
Conference  shall  remain  connected  with  that  Conference 

4  All  the  German  Missions  north  of  the  42d  parallel  of  latitude,  in 
the  State  of  Iowa,  with  Galena  Station,  and  Freeport  Mission  in  Illinois; 
also  all  the  western  part  of  the  State  of  Wisconsin,  not  now  included  m 
the  Wisconsin   German   District,  with  Minnesota,  shall  belong   to  the 

Upper  Iowa  Conference.  -r^.     •  .        ^i  ,„;fT, 

5  The  Wisconsin  and  Chicago  German  Districts  as  they  now  are,  with 
the  'exception  of  Freeport  Mission  ;  also  all  the  Gei;man  Missions  in  Iowa 
south  of  the  forty-second  parallel  of  latitude,  including  Burlington  Station 
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and  Farmington  and  Desnioines  Missions,  from  Quincy  District,  Illinois 
Conference,  shall  belong  to  the  Rock  River  Conference. 

6.  The  Missouri  and  Quincy  Districts,  except  so  much  as  lies  in  Iowa, 
and  so  much  of  Bellville  District  as  lies  in  the  bounds  of  the  Illinois  Con- 
ference, shall  belong  to  the  Illinois  Conference. 

7.  The  St.  Louis  District  and  so  much  of  the  Belhnlle  District  as  is  in 
the  Southern  lUinois  Conference,  shall  belong  to  the  Southern  Illinois 
Conference. 

8.  The  German  Missions  in  the  East  shall  remain  in  connection  with 
the  New- York  Conference. 

9.  The  German  Missions  in  California  are  to  belong  to  the  California 
Conference. 

The  committee  present  the  following  resolutions  for  adoption  by  this 
Conference : 

1.  Resolved,  That  the  Bishop  presiding  at  the  next  session  of  the  New- 
Hampshire  and  Vermont  Conferences,  respectively,  be  requested  to  pre- 
sent the  question  of  a  re-union  of  these  two  Conferences  for  the  action  of 
each  ;  and  if  a  majority  of  each  of  them  shall  so  determine,  the  two  Con- 
Iferences  shall  thereafter  be  one,  under  the  name  of  the  New-Hampshire 
Conference : 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  General  Conference  consent  that  the  New-Jersey 
and  Newark  Conferences  shall  hold  their  next  session  together,  according 
to  their  request. 

3.  Resolved,  That  we  deem  it  inexpedient  to  publish  a  map  of  our 
several  Conference  territories. 

4.  Resolved,  That  Orange  Chapel  be  transferred  from  the  Delaware 
Conference,  and  be  attached  to  Cincinnati  Conference,  and  that  Plattville 
be  transferred  from  the  Cincinnati  Conference  and  be  attached  to  the 
Delaware  Conference. 


cc. 

REPORT  IN  THE  CASE  OF  REUBEN  ALDRIDGE. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy,  to  whom  was  refen-ed  the  memorial  of 
Reuben  Aldridge,  beg  leave  to  report  that  the  memorialist  was  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Missouri  Annual  Confeience  in  1844  ;  but  by  the  action  of 
the  General  Conference  of  that  year,  and  the  administration  which  fol- 
lowed, was  left  without  an  appointment  until  the  reorganization  of  the 
Missouri  Annual  Conference  of  1848.  By  mtue  of  a  resolution  passed 
by  the  General  Conference  of  1848,  the  memorialist  was  allowed,  by 
the  Illinois  and  Missouri  Annual  Conferences,  which  held  their  session 
together  in  1849,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  ;  he  having  been  em- 
ployed, during  the  interval,  in  missionary  labors.  The  aforesaid  Illinois 
and  Missouri  Conferences  authorized  their  Committee  on  Missions  to 
present  the  above  claim  to  the  Parent  Board  of  Missions  at  New-York 
for  liquidation,  which  amount  the  memorialist  avers  has  never  been  paid ; 


Report  Relating  to  Joui-nals  of  Annual  Conferences.  285 

subjecting  him  to  inconvenience  and  embarrassment.  The  committee,  in 
view  of  these  facts,  recommend  for  adoption  the  following  resolution, 
viz.  : 

Resolved  by  the  General  Conference  in  conference  assembled,  That 
we  recommend  to  the  Parent  Board  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church  to  pay  to  the  order  of  Reuben  Aldridge 
the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars,  ($100,)  with  interest  from  the  time  said 
claim  was  allowed,  to  wit,  the  month  of  October,  1849. 


DD. 

REPORT  RELATING  TO  JOURNALS  OF  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES. 

The  Committee  on  Itinerancy  beg  leave  to  report  that  they  have  exam- 
ined the  Journals  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  with  care.  Some 
of  those  Journals  are  kept  with  neatness  and  precision ;  in  others  there 
were  discovered  blemishes  and  inaccuracies  which  require  to  be  correct- 
ed, viz.  : 

First.  In  some  cases  the  Journals  are  not  paged. 

Second.  In  one  instance  the  Journal  does  not  state  who  presided  during 
most  of  the  sessions  of  the  Conference  ;  nor  is  there  any  statement  that 
the  Conference  closed  with  religious  services. 

In  the  proceedings  of  the  last  two  years,  there  are  no  tables  to  indicate 
the  numbers  in  society,  &c.,  nor  any  reference  to  any  such  statistics. 

Third.  The  marginal  notes  and  references  are  omitted  in  one  of  the 
Journals. 

Fourth.  On  one  occasion  the  Journal  closes  without  showing  that  the 
minutes  of  the  preceding  session  were  read  and  approved  ;  nor  do  they 
make  any  allusion  to  the  appointments  of  the  preachers,  as  being  read 
out  in  the  usual  way. 

Fifth.  One  of  the  Journals  presents  blots,  verbal  inaccuracies,  and  the 
absence  of  figures  indicating  dates  and  pages. 

Sixth.  There  is  a  failure  in  some  of  the  Journals  to  make  proper  ref- 
erence to  papers,  in  cases  of  trial,  so  as  to  identify  them. 

Seventh.  We  record,  as  exceptionable,  the  case  of  a  local  elder  who 
was  received  as  such  into  our  Church  without  taking  upon  him  our  ordi- 
nation vows. 

We  conclude  by  recommending  for  adoption  the  following  resolutions, 
viz.  : 

1.  Resolved  by  the  General  Conference  in  conference  assembled,  That 
the  statistics  of  the  Conference  should  be  entered  on  the  Conference 
Journals. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  Secretaries  of  the  several  Annual  Confer- 
ences be  instructed  to  observe  greater  precision  in  referring  to  papers, 
documents,  charges,  testimony,  &c.,  so  that  they  may  be  certainly  ident- 
ified. 
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ADDEESS  ON  MISSIONS. 


The   General  Conference  to  the  Pastors  and  People  of  the  Methodist 
Episcopal   Church: 

Dear  Brethren  :  We  Tvish  to  appeal  to  you  in  behalf  of  the  missionary 
cause  ;  and  we  do  this  the  more  earnestly  because  the  missionary 
treasury  is  deeply  in  debt.  Next  to  the  regular  pastoral  work,  we 
regard  the  missionary  cause  as  by  far  the  most  important  interest  com- 
mitted to  the  Church.  Indeed,  it  participates  directly  and  largely  in 
the  essential  work  of  the  ministry,  whose  chief  duty  is  to  preach  the  Gospel 
to  every  creature  under  heaven.  The  missionary  cause  is  intended  to 
aid  the  ministry  to  do  this  great  work,  under  the  proper  authority  and 
direction  of  the  Church,  by  calling  forth  from  her  bosom  the  men  whom 
God  hath  chosen  to  execute  this  great  commission,  and  by  providing  the 
means  necessary  to  sustain  them  in  their  work.  This  is  the  high  and 
Divine  end  which  the  missionary  cause  purposes  to  accomplish.  We 
commend  it,  dear  brethren,  to  your  careful  consideration  in  the  sight  of 
God.  We  believe  you  will  regard  it  as  the  most  important  enterprise 
which  God  hath  led  the  Cliurch  to  propose  for  the  accomplishment  of  her 
great  commission,  which  is  expressed  in  these  words,  "  Go  ye  into  all 
the  world,  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature."  You  will  not  let 
temporaiy  embarrassments,  or  pressing  demands  for  other  purposes, 
interfere  with  youi-  steady  and  liberal  support  of  this  great  essential 
cause. 

But  in  order  to  execute  this  great  enterprise  wisely  and  successfully, 
the  Church  must  act  as  a  body,  under  some  general  organization,  and 
not  as  local  Churches,  or  voluntary  societies.  This  is  the  judgment  of 
the  Church  as  expressed  in  her  book  of  Discipline,  in  the  chapter  "  On 
the  Support  of  Missions."  We  earnestly  advise  and  enjoin  that  this 
judgment  be  seriously  and  universally  respected,  and  that  the  provisions 
in  the  Discipline  be  prudently  applied  until  all  the  people  are  trained  to 
this  great  work.  We  will  assign  some  reasons  to  induce  you,  dear 
brethren,  to  take  these  our  well-considered  instructions. 

1.  The  provisions  in  the  Discipline,  during  four  years'  experience, 
have  been  found,  Avhenever  prudently  and  faithfully  applied,  to 
have  greatly  advanced  the  missionary  spirit  and  the  piety  of  the 
Church,  and  to  have  increased  the  missionary  contributions  from 
twenty-five  to  a  hundred  per  cent.,  and  even  more. 

2.  These  provisions  call  into  action  a  large  number  of  the  laity,  both 
old  and  young,  under  the  direction  of  a  judicious  committee,  of  which 
the  pastor  is  chairman. 

3.  The  whole  enterprise  is  carried  on  at  an  expense,  for  administra- 
tion, of  710 1  exceeding/  two  per  cent,  on  the  whole  amount  of  missionary 
appropriations.  We  think  this  is  unexampled  in  the  history  of  benevo- 
lent enterprises,  and  it  is  a  weighty  reason  why  you  should  give  your 
cordial  support  to  the  cause ;  as  all  you  contribute  goes  directly  to  it, 
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with  the  trifling  deduction  just  named.  This  very  small  expense  is  ow- 
ing to  the  fact  that  no  agents  are  employed  abroad  in  the  Churches  and 
congregations ;  but  the  Avork  is  done  by  the  pastors  and  their  people 
severally  ;  and  they  do  it  cheerfully,  not  only  because  it  is  enjoined  by 
the  Discipline,  but  chiefly  because  it  is  properly  and  legitimately  the 
work  of  the  pastor  and  the  Church  of  which  God  hath  made  him  the 
overseer. 

4.  Because  the  appropriation  of  the  funds  and  the  appointment  of  the 
missionaries  are  made  m  a  way  to  command  the  confidence  of  the  whole 
Church.  The  funds  are  appropriated  by  a  general  Missionary  Com- 
mittee, convened  once  a  year  from  all  parts  of  the  Church,  from  Maine 
to  Missouri,  in  concurrence  with  the  bishops  and  the  Board  of  Managers 
of  the  Missionary  Society.  By  this  joint  action  the  appropriations  are 
made  to  the  foreign  missions  generally,  and  to  each  annual  conference. 
Each  conference  distributes  its  own  funds  among  its  own  domestic  mis- 
sions, according  to  its  judgment.  The  appointment  of  the  missionaries, 
both  at  home  and  abroad,  is  made  by  the  bishops,  without  the  inter- 
ference of  the  Board  of  Managers  at  New- York.  The  bishops  know 
the  men.  Thus  you  will  see,  the  spiritual  administration  of  the  missions 
is  entirely  distinct  from  their  financial  aff"airs.  The  bishops,  aided  by 
their  proper  advisers,  appoint  the  missionaries,  and  look  to  the  Mission- 
ary Society  to  provide  the  funds.  The  Missionary  Society  looks  to  the 
Church,  from  whence  alone  the  funds  can  be  obtained.  Just  in  propor- 
tion as  •  the  Church  falls  short  in  supplying  the  necessary  funds,  will 
the  spiritual  work,  which  is  in  the  hands  of  the  proper  Church  authori- 
ties, be  curtailed.  But  we  trust  in  God  that  no  part  of  the  Church  will 
be  delinquent  in  this  matter.  How  simple,  how  beautiful,  how  economi- 
cal, is  our  missionary  system !  How  great  and  glorious  the  end  which 
it  proposes !  an  end  in  regard  to  which  all  are  agreed,  and  to  "accom- 
plish which  every  one  should  regularly  and  faithfully  do  his  part. 

But  while  we  thus  commend  the  missionary  cause  to  your  constant 
and  liberal  support,  and  while  Ave  say  that  our  hearts  have  been  glad 
at  remembering  that  it  has  advanced  steadily  for  years  past,  in  all  parts 
of  the  Church,  we  are  obliged  to  confess  to  some  apprehension  in  regard 
to  the  future.  This  apprehension  is  a  feeling  rather  than  a  matter  to  be 
clearly  stated  \  and  it  is  possible  that  it  is  not  well  founded.  The 
apprehension  has  respect  to  the  supply  both  of  missionaries  and  money. 
We  look  to  God  to  raise  up  the  men,  while  the  proper  authorities  of  the 
Church  shall  take  due  care  to  recognize  them,  and,  if  necessary,  prepare 
them  somewhat  for  their  great  work  ;  and  we  look  to  you,  dear  brethren, 
for  the  money  necessary  to  sustain  the  men  whom  God  shall  call  to  this 
work. 

As  we  have  expressed  some  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  regular 
and  sufficient  supply  of  funds,  we  think  it  proper  to  indicate  one  or  two 
of  the  causes  Avhich  we  think  may  be  now  interfering,  and  maj'  interfere 
still  more  hereafter,  with  the  supply  of  funds  to  the  missionary 
treasury.  We  have  learned  with  regret  and  serious  apprehension  that 
voluntary  missionary  societies  are  multiplying  in  our  Churches,  which 
societies  not  only  reserve  to  themselves  the  right  to  dispose  of  a  part 
or  the  whole  of  the  funds  which  they  raise  for  missionary  purposes,  but 
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that  they  do  actually  so  dispose  of  them  independently,  and  without 
the  knowledge  of  the  missionary  authorities  of  the  Church,  according 
to  the  Discipline.  To  such  an  extent  is  this  carried,  that  the  Minutes 
of  some  conferences  will  show  that  some  Churches  have  contributed 
some  hundreds  of  dollars,  not  twenty-five  per  cent,  of  which  has  reached 
the  missionary  treasury  of  the  Church,  the  remainder  having  been  dis- 
posed of  by  these  local  voluntary  missionary  societies  of  which  we  speak. 
These  missionary  societies  are,  frequently,  the  only  active  missionary 
organizations  in  their  respective  Churches ;  and  they  apply  to  the  con- 
gregations, and  obtain  contributions  on  the  credit  of  the  general  mission- 
ary cause,  which  contributions  we  judge  and  advise  should  be  paid  into 
the  treasury  of  the  Parent  Missionary  Society,  through  the  missionary 
treasuries  of  their  respective  Churches,  to  whose  missionary  interests 
these  voluntary  missionary  societies  should  be  auxiliary.  This  is  the 
true  relation  of  such  voluntary  missionary  associations  to  the  Church 
and  the  missionary  cause ;  and  in  this  relation  they  would  be  of  great 
service,  especially  as  Sunday-School  and  Juvenile  Missionary  Societies, 

We  further  judge  and  enjoin  that  each  Church,  aided  by  its  own  pre- 
siding elder  and  pastor,  take  care  that  the  provisions  of  the  Discipline 
for  the  support  of  missions  be  carried  out,  as  far  as  is  practicable,  among 
them  severally ;  and  that  the  funds  so  raised  be  paid  into  the  treasury 
of  the  Parent  Society,  through  their  own  conference  treasury.  We  do 
not,  by  what  we  have  advised  and  enjoined  above,  object  to  the  formation 
of  voluntary  missionary  societies  for  specific  purposes,  which  are  of  a 
local  character,  and  to  which  individuals  and  Churches  will  contribute 
as  they  may  judge  proper,  when  the  specific  object  of  such  contributions 
is  presented  to  them.  But  we  do  enjoin  that  all  funds  contributed  for 
the  general  missionary  interests  of  the  Church,  shall  be  paid  into  the 
treasury  of  the  Parent  Society,  as  directed  above.  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  failure  to  do  this  is  one  principal  cause  of  the  decrease 
in  the  missionary  contributions  of  the  Church  to  the  general  treasury 
during  the  last  two  years ;  and  it  is  still  a  cause  of  serious  ap- 
prehension with  regard  to  the  future  steady  supply  of  funds.  We 
are  satisfied  that  the  Churches  in  which  these  independent  missionary 
societies  have  been  formed,  and  also  the  societies  themselves,  have  not 
been  aware  of  the  serious  embarrassment  which  their  policy  produces. 
As  true  friends  of  the  missionary  cause,  we  ask  their  attention  to  it. 
Their  example,  if  they  continue  their  policy,  may  be  followed  by  other 
Churches,  until,  in  self-defense,  it  may  become  general,  and  our  whole 
missionary  system  be  materially  weakened,  and  our  missionary  work 
curtailed. 

We  might  allude  to  the  seeming  withdrawal  of  the  attention  of  the 
Church  from  the  missionary  cause,  by  the  intense  excitement  which  has 
recently  prevailed  in  the  Church  on  side  issues  or  secondary  questions. 
We  trust  that  the  discussions  at  this  General  Conference  may  abate  this 
intense  excitement,  and  allow  the  spirit  and  action  of  the  Church  to  flow 
again  smoothly  and  strongly  in  their  proper  and  legitimate  channels. 
Particularly  do  we  hope  and  believe  that  this  will  be  the  case  as 
it  regards  the  misssionary  cause,  which  seeks  to  aid  the  living 
ministry  to  "  go  into  all  the  world  and  preach  the  Gospel  to  every 
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creature."  Whatever  may  be  our  differences  of  opinion  on  other 
questions,  we  do  not  disagree  on  this  point.  The  holy  missionary 
cause,  we  beheve,  is  above  all  subordinate  or  secondary  interests  and 
plans,  and  finds  the  first  and  warmest  place  in  the  hearts  of  the 
people. 

In  conclusion,  allow  us  to  say,  our  honor,  as  well  as  our  duty  as  a 
Churcli,  is  involved  in  our  missionary  cause.  Our  sister  Churches  and 
the  world  are  looking  to  us,  and  inviting  and  expecting  us  to  take  that 
place  in  the  great  missionary  movement  of  Protestant  Christendom,  to 
which  our  numbers,  our  wealth,  our  rapid  rise  and  past  energetic  action 
point  us.  Shall  we  fail  of  this  just  expectation  ?  If  our  missionary  sys- 
tem is  executed  according  to  the  enlarged  plan  indicated  by  the  action 
of  this  General  Conference,  it  will  become  the  bond  of  union  to  the  Meth- 
odist Episcopal  Church  in  Europe,  Asia,  Africa,  and  America.  And  we 
see  not  why  it  may  not  become  the  common  bond  of  union  of  the  whole 
family  of  legitimate  Methodism  throughout  the  world,  by  which  each  part 
will  help  the  other,  as  need  may  be.  We  ask  you,  dear  brethren,  not 
to  let  the  temporary  inconveniences  to  yourselves,  nor  the  demands  of 
other  interests,  interfere  with  your  contributions  to  the  missionary  cause  ; 
but  remember  that  our  work  is  laid  out ;  the  missionaries  ai-e  in  the 
field,  and  others  are  called  for ;  the  drafts  of  the  bishops  are  drawn 
against  the  appropriations  authorized,  and  they  must  not  be  protested. 
Will  you  protect  them  ? 

Further,  and  finally,  dear  brethren,  we  ask  you  to  think  of  the  grandeur 
and  glory  of  this  missionary  work,  and  let  it  have  a  place  in  your  hearts 
and  in  all  your  plans.  In  your  last  wills  and  testaments  let  it  be  one  of 
your  heirs  for  Christ's  sake,  who  has  left  it  to  us  as  a  legacy  in  his  last 
will  and  testament. 


FF. 

REPORT  ON  LAY  DELEGATION. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  papei-s  relating  to  Lay  Dele- 
gation, beg  leave  to  report : 

These  papers  consist,  first,  of  a  communication,  signed  by  sixty-seven 
laymen  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia ;  second,  a  duplicate  of  the  above  from 
the  same  place,  signed  by  fifty-six,  making  one  hundred  and  twenty-three 
signatures  to  both  papers  ;  third,  a  memorial  from  the  city  of  Buffalo,  N.  Y., 
signed  by  seventy  laymen  and  six  preachers;  fourth,  a  communication 
from  Geneva,  N.  Y.,  signed  by  the  Presiding  Elder  of  the  Geneva  District, 
the  preacher  stationed  in  Geneva,  and  sixteen  official  members  of  the 
Church  in  the  same  place;  fifth,  resolutions  passed  by  the  Pittsfield  Quar- 
terly Conference  in  the  Troy  Annual  Conference ;  sixth,  resolutions  passed 
by  the  Quarterly  Conference  of  New- York  Mills  Station,  Oneida  Annual 
Conference;  seventh,  a  petition  from  two  members  of  Christ  Church, 
Pittsburgh ;  eighth,  one  from  thirty-one  members  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  in  Ovid,  East  Genesee  Conference,  N.  Y. ;  ninth,  one  from  ten 
19 
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members  in  the  Elyria  Station,  North  Ohio  Conference ;  and  also  two  com- 
munications from  Edgar  Conkling,  a  member  of  Union  Chapel,  Cincinnati. 

Your  committee  have  read  all  these  papers,  and  carefully  considered 
the  suggestions  they  contain.  The  first  two  papers  do  not  purport  to  be 
a  "  petition,"  but  a  statement  of  their  "  sentiments,"  by  respected  and 
honored  brethren,  in  relation  to  Lay  Delegation  in  the  General  Conference. 
The  third  corroborates  the  statements  of  the  above,  and  asks  for  the  same 
changes.  The  fourth  paper  asks  that  provision  may  be  made  in  the 
Discipline  for  a  "  Lay  Representation  "  in  our  Annual  Conferences.  The 
fifth  asks  the  General  Conference  "  to  so  alter  the  General  Rules  as  to  admit 
of  Lay  Delegation  in  that  body,  and  also  that  of  the  Annual  Conferences." 
The  sixth  requests  that  the  Discipline  be  so  amended  that  the  General  and 
Annual  Conferences  shall  be  composed  of  as  many  lay  delegates  as  clergy. 
The  seventh,  eighth,  and  ninth  petition,  also,  for  Lay  Delegation  in  both 
the  General  and  Annual  Conferences.  The  last  two  communications  pray 
for  sundry  modifications  in  our  economy ;  and  also  for  the  General  Con- 
ference "  to  provide  for  lay  representatives  equal  in  number  to  the  delegates 
in  the  General  Conference,  the  membership  in  the  bounds  of  each  Annual 
Conference  to  elect  their  representatives;  and  that  the  General  Conference 
adjourn  for  one  year,  when  the  lay  representatives  should  unite,  at  which 
time  the  secular  matters  of  the  Church  shall  be  acted  on." 

Your  committee  entered  upon  the  matter  before  them  with  a  sincere 
desire  to  ascertain  what  is  the  mind  of  the  Church  upon  the  subject,  and 
■what  will  contribute  most  to  its  efficiency  and  success.  No  motives  of 
personal  interest,  they  trust,  have  influenced  them ;  nor  have  they  been 
influenced  by  any  want  of  consideration  for  the  character  and  rights  of  the 
laity.  The  assumption  that  the  lay  element  fails  of  recognition  in  our 
ecclesiastical  economy,  or  that  there  is  any  lack  of  cooperation  between 
the  ministry  and  the  laity  in  carrying  forward  the  great  work  of  the 
Church,  finds  no  warrant  in  our  experience  as  ministers,  nor  in  our  history 
as  a  Church.  Yet  your  committee  are  free  to  say,  that  could  they  see 
any  method  by  which  the  element  of  lay  influence  could  be  brought  into 
a  wider  and  more  active  sphere,  without  destroying  the  harmony  of  our 
organization,  and  thus  periling  its  stability  and  efficiency,  we  would  most 
cheerfully  and  heartily  recommend  such  method  for  your  adoption.  We 
are  happy  to  learn  that  some  of  our  Annual  Conferences  have  already, 
under  existing  provisions  of  the  Discipline,  associated  with  themselves 
Lay  Stewards,  who  act  as  counselors,  and  participate  in  discussions  upon 
the  financial  and  temporal  interests  of  the  Church.  Sufficient  time  has  not 
yet  elapsed  to  determine  the  practical  workings  of  this  system,  nor  yet  the 
results  to  which  it  will  finally  lead ;  but  your  committee  believe  the  sub- 
ject is  worthy  of  the  favorable  consideration  of  all  our  Annual  Conferences. 

Again,  your  committee  have  not  sufficient  evidence  that  the 
change  desired  by  your  memorialists,  is  demanded  by  the  membership 
of  the  Church,  nor,  indeed,  by  any  considerable  portion  of  them,  to  warrant 
present  action.  In  fact,  they  are  convinced  that  though  some  wise  and 
good  men  desire  the  proposed  change,  the  great  body  of  the  Church  do 
not  desire  it.  The  subject  has  been  discussed  repeatedly  in  diflfereut 
periods  of  our  history ;  it  was  largely  discussed  four  years  since,  and  the 
attention  of  our  entire  membership  was  called  to  the  subject  by  circulars, 
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newspaper  discussions,  and  resolutions  passed  by  conventions.  Since 
then  the  matter  has  died  away;  and  the  general  judgment  of  the  Church, 
so  far  as  we  have  the  means  of  ascertaining  it,  has  settled  down  in  the 
conviction  that  such  a  change  in  our  economy  is  not  desirable,  or  at  least 
not  practicable  under  the  circumstances. 

For  these  reasons,  and  many  more,  which  we  find  it  impossible  to 
embody  in  a  brief  report,  we  are  brought  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
change  in  our  economy  desired  by  your  memorialists,  is  demanded  neither 
by  the  exigences  of  the  case,  nor  by  the  voice  of  the  Church  ;  and,  there- 
fore, we  recommend  the  passage  of  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  any  change  in  our  economy  relating  to  the  constitution 
of  our  General  and  Annual  Conferences  is  inexpedient  at  the  present  time. 


REPORT  RELATING  TO  A  REVISION  OF  THE  RITUALS  OF  THE 
CHURCH. 

The  Committee  on  Revision  of  Discipline,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
memorials  and  resolutions  asking  for  a  revision  of  the  rituals  of  our 
Church,  having  maturely  considered  the  subject,  beg  leave  to  report : 

That  they  are  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  to  be  attached  to 
the  ritual  forms  of  the  Christian  Church,  in  order  to  the  decency,  order, 
and  solemnity  of  her  various  administrations.  The  Church  has  always  had 
her  forms,  nor  is  it  possible,  in  the  nature  of  things,  that  ordinances  should 
be  duly  administered  and  religious  worship  solemnized  without  form. 
But  that  form  should  be  simple,  natural,  and  appropriate,  adapted  to  con- 
vey the  meaning  and  moral  of  the  administration,  suggesting  to  the  de- 
vout worshiper  those  sentiments  and  feelings  which  the  particular  occa- 
sion was  originally  intended  to  inspire.  We  believe  with  St.  Chrysostora, 
that  as  God  has  made  man  not  an  incorporeal  being,  but  with  a  material 
body,  so  he  has  delivered  unto  us  his  truth,  not  in  a  spiritual  and  ab- 
stract manner,  but  clothed  in  a  visible  form  of  words  and  symbols.  The 
Church,  like  a  living  plant,  as  it  develops  and  enlarges  takes  on,  by  a 
natural  law  of  fitness,  just  so  much  of  external  form  and  organism  as  is 
necessary  to  give  freedom  and  scope  to  the  operation  of  the  principle  of 
life  within  it,  and  which  in  its  turn  also  may  afford  protection  and  nourish- 
ment to  that  fountain  of  vitality.  But  if  the  external  organism  and 
form  do  not  naturally  grow  out  of  the  principle  of  life,  and  do  not  naturally 
nourish  and  protect  that  life,  they  are  only  a  disease  and  a  burden.  And 
this  analogy  is  corroboi'ated  by  all  the  past  history  of  the  Church  of 
Christ. 

The  rituals  of  our  Church  relate  to  the  baptism  of  infants  and  adults, 
the  Lord's  Supper,  the  ordination  of  bishops,  elders,  and  deacons,  the 
solemnization  of  matrimony,  and  the  burial  of  the  dead.  Two  principal 
defects   attach  to  thera :    first,  in  several  instances    their  simplicity  if« 
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impaired  by  a  cumbrous  amount  of  unnecessary  verbiage ;  and,  secondly, 
tbeir  pertinency  and  salutary  influence  are  in  a  much  more  serious  de- 
gree affected  by  the  declaration  of  sentiments,  which  are  not  only  irrel- 
evant to  the  occasion,  but  in  some  instances  adverse  to  the  genius  of  our 
faith  and  of  our  Church  polity.  Nor  is  this  matter  of  surprise  when  we 
consider  that  our  denominational  and  our  Church  polity  both  were  bor- 
rowed from  the  rubrics  of  a  foreign  Church. 

Another  fact  of  great  importance  affecting  the  question  of  revision  is, 
that  the  irrelevant  sentiments  which  they  now  express  are  so  interwoven 
throughout  the  entire  texture  of  their  language  as  to  render  it  necessary 
in  many  instances  to  take  apart  its  entire  structure,  and  recast  the  sen- 
tences in  a  difi'erent  mold.  This,  w^e  need  not  remind  you,  is  a  very  del- 
icate and  difficult  work,  not  to  be  accomplished  in  a  General  Conference 
Committee  during  the  brief  and  hurried  days  of  a  session.  It  is  a  work 
for  the  private  study,  to  be  performed  only  by  long  meditation,  study,  and 
prayer,  and  to  be  finally  completed  only  by  the  most  experienced,  de- 
liberate, and  competent  counsel  of  the  Church. 

The  idiom  of  the  Prayer  Book  of  the  English  Church  is  to  he  pre- 
served ;  it  is  the  idiom  of  our  English  Bible,  sanctified  in  the  hearts  and 
memories  of  the  great  Saxon  family,  and  with  the  history  of  that  Prayer 
Book,  and  the  venerable  forms  of  the  old  and  half-obsolete  English,  the 
mind  of  the  revisers  must  be  thoroughly  imbued.  Then,  when  the  sen- 
timents which  are  to  be  incorporated  in  our  rituals  are  logically  and 
familiarly  mastered,  they  must  be  clothed  in  the  smooth,  solemn,  and 
stately  Saxon,  and  arranged  in  an  easy,  natural  order. 

The  errors  in  our  rituals  are  greatly  mitigated  and  neutralized  on  the 
one  hand  by  the  softening  terms  which  we  have  frqm  time  to  time  intro- 
duced, and  on  the  other  from  important  omissions  from  the  English 
Prayer  Book.  They  do  not,  therefore,  threaten  any  immediate  injury, 
and  with  the  modifying  sense  which  our  denominational  faith  and  piety 
aflBx  to  the  language,  may  continue  safely  for  a  while  to  be  used.  But 
their  tendency  is  to  beget,  by  imperceptible  advances,  a  faith  in  our 
membership  contrary  to  our  standards,  and  if  suflered  to  remain  in  future 
as  now,  and  should  our  Church  ever  decline  from  her  present  spiritual 
life  and  relapse  into  an  inert  formalism,  she  would  find  in  her  Discipline 
the  materials  to  vindicate  baptismal  regeneration,  the  apostolical  succes- 
sion of  bishops,  and  the  doctrine  of  three  priestly  orders. 

A  large  portion  of  our  ministry  and  membership  are  grieved  to  find  in 
our  most  solemn  forms  the  sanction  of  doctrines  which  neither  we  nor 
our  fathers  believe.  That  baptismal  regeneration  is  the  doctrine  of  the 
English  Prayer  Book  is  constantly  admitted  and  maintained  by  the  ablest 
standard  writers  of  the  Anglican  Church ;  that  in  a  modified  form  we  have 
copied  the  Prayer  Book  in  this  respect  cannot  be  denied.  The  Church 
of  England  is  this  day  in  a  state  of  schism,  and  even  the  civil  institutions 
of  that  country  are  threatened,  strange  as  it  may  seem,  by  the  contro- 
versy on  baptismal  regeneration.  What  the  final  result  will  be,  both  in 
that  country  and  our  own,  cannot  now  be  determined.  It  is  a  struggle 
between  dead  formalism  and  spiritual  life  in  the  Church.  And  can  we 
bequeath  to  the  next  generation  the  elements  of  this  sad  and  ill-fated  con- 
troversy ?     Can  we  safely,  and  we  might  almost  ask,  innocently,  retain 
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in  our  most  solemn  forrauLiries,  with  wliicli  we  wish  to  iiubue  the  hohest 
feelings  of  our  membership,  these  latent  elements  of  superstition  ?  Your 
committee  are  frank  to  declare  that  it  is  their  conviction  that  the  future 
peace  and  edification  of  the  Church  require  a  revision.  In  view  of  all  the 
facts  in  the  case,  your  committee  woul?l  therefore  respectfully  submit  the 
following  resolutions  for  the  consideration  and  adoption  of  the  General 
Conference,  to  wit : 

1.  Resolved,  That  a  committee  oi  five  be  appointed  by  the  chair  to  re- 
vise the  rituals  of  our  Church. 

2.  Resolved,  That  this  committee  be  instructed  to  prepare  a  circular 
at  their  earliest  meeting,  in  which  all  the  points  involved  in  the  proposed 
revision  shall  be  stated,  and  to  send  a  copy  of  this  circular  to  each  mem- 
ber of  the  present  General  Conference,  who  shall  consider  the  same,  and 
return  his  opinions  and  suggestions  to  the  committee  within  three 
months. 

3.  Resolved,  That  when  the  committee  shall  have  received  the  re- 
turned circulars  from  the  members  of  this  Conference,  with  their  opinions 
and  suggestions  on  the  points  therein  contained,  they  shall  avail  them- 
selves of  all  the  information  thus  suggested,  and  prepare  a  revised  copy 
of  our  rituals,  which  they  shall  then  lay  before  the  bishops,  and  the 
bishops  shall  have  power  to  make  any  verbal  alterations,  and  when  the 
rituals  shall  receive  the  final  approval  of  the  bishops,  they  shall  cause  the 
same  to  be  published,  and  the  rituals  thus  revised  shall  thereafter  go  im- 
mediately into  use. 


HH. 

REPORT  RELATING  TO  THE  QUARTERLY  REVIEW,  NATIONAL  MAGA- 
ZINE, AND  SUNDAY  SCHOOL  ADVOCATE. 

The  Committee  on  the  Book  Concern,  to  whom  was  referred  certain 
alleged  errors  in  the  Report  of  the  Book  Agents  in  regard  to  the 
Quarterly  Review,  National  Magazine,  and  Sunday  School  Advocate,  beg 
leave  to  report, 

That  they  have  examined  the  subject  in  the  presence  of  the  Agents 
and  Editors,  and,  after  careful  investigation  of  the  items  of  the  accounts, 
and  the  manner  of  making  them  up,  they  find  that  these  periodicals  are 
charged  master's  i:)rices  on  composition,  stereotyping,  and  press-work, 
and  deducting  the  profits  to  the  Concern  on  these  items,  the  loss  on  these 
publications  will  be  materially  reduced.  A  further  reduction  of  the  loss 
charged  will  be  made  if  we  credit  these  periodicals  with  certain  assets 
which  belong  to  them.  We  also  find  that  the  time  of  making  up  the 
accounts  prevented  these  publications  from  receiving  credit  for  outstand- 
ing subscriptions  and  claims.  Yet,  after  all  fair  credits  are  made,  it 
appears  they  have  not  fully  met  the  cost  of  publication. 

This  may  be  accounted  for,  in  part  at  least,  by  the  great  advance  in 
price  of  paper  and  of  labor  after  the  subscription  price  had  been  fixed ; 
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and  that  such  an  increase  iu  their  subscription  list  as  ma)'  be  reasonably 
anticipated,  and  such  as  their  great  merits  demand,  will  carry  them 
safely  through  coming  years.  From  reliable  data,  the  committee  would 
furthermore  say  that,  in  their  judgment,  two  thousand  seven  hundred 
paying  subscribers  would  fully  sustain  the  Quarterly  Review, 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  therefore  recommend  to  the  General  Con- 
ference the  continued  publication  of  these  periodicals. 


II. 

PASTORAL  ADDRESS. 

Beloved  Brethren  :  "  Grace,  mercy,  and  peace,  from  God  our 
Father,  and  from  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord,"  be  unto  you  now  and 
forever. 

While  we  have  many  reasons  to  humble  ourselves  before  God, 
and  to  mourn  over  our  failures  in  gaining  the  benevolent  ends  so 
manifestly  indicated  in  the  singular  providences  which  brought  the 
Methodist  Church  into  existence,  and  the  extraordinary  blessings  vouch- 
safed to  us  through  every  period  of  our  history,  yet  in  the  present  state 
of  the  Church  there  are  many  grounds  for  thanksgiving  and  praise. 
The  Spirit  of  all  grace  has  been  poured  out  afresh  upon  our  Zion,  In  the 
past  four  years  numerous  and  extensive  revivals  have  been  enjoyed 
throughout  the  Church ;  and  thousands  have  expei  ienced  "  the  washing 
of  regeneration  and  the  renewing  of  the  Holy  Ghost."  That  our 
Church  is  in  a  high  state  of  prosperity,  is  sufficiently  indicated  in  the 
cheering  facts,  that  our  effective  traveling  ministers  have  increased  from 
four  thousand  four  hundred  and  fifty  to  five  thousand  four  hundred 
and  eight,  or  nine  hundred  and  fifty-eight ;  and  membership,  including 
probationers,  from  seven  hundred  and  twenty-one  thousand  eight  hund- 
red and  four  to  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  thousand  four  hundred 
and  thirty-one,  or  seventy-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  twenty- 
seven. 

But  this  is  not  all.  The  Church  has  been  quickened ;  many  of  its 
members,  we  tnist,  are  "  hungering  and  thirsting  after  righteousness," 
and  are  "  going  on  to  perfection ;"  thus  evincing  that  the  doctrine  of 
entire  sanctification  is  not  with  them  a  mere  theorj',  but  a  substantial 
and  saving  reality.  And  looking  over  the  whole  ground,  and  availing 
ourselves  of  every  means  of  information  within  our  reach,  ive  cannot 
avoid  the  conviction  that,  though  some  of  our  societies  may  be  in  a 
languishing  state,  the  piety  of  the  Church  generally  is  deepening,  its 
faith  is  becoming  more  active  and  comprehensive,  its  moral  power 
is  largely  increased,  and  the  blessing  of  God  abideth  with  us  even  as  in 
former  years,  and  more  abundantly.  This  all -pervading,  energizing,  and 
saving  grace  may  not  now  be  manifested  precisely  in  the  same  manner 
as  iu  other  years.     Some  of  the  peculiarities  that  characterized  the  work 
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of  God  in  the  early  history  of  the  Church,  will  now  be  sought  for  in 
vain  ;  but  all  of  the  essential  features  are  still  visible.  T1\\q  glory  hath  not 
departed.  We  have  many  examples  of  the  same  converting  power,  the 
same  witnessing  Spirit,  tlie  same  grace  and  purity,  and  the  same 
glorious  triumphs  in  death,  which  distinguished  the  early  Church.  God 
is  as  manifestly  with  us  as  with  our  fathers.  The  Gospel  is  still  a 
Gospel  of  jioiver,  and  is  yet  preached  "  with  the  Holy  Ghost  sent  down 
from  heaven ;"  and  the  great  Head  of  the  Church  yet  visibly  owns  us 
as  his  people,  and  reveals  his  sovereignty  among  us  in  directing  his  own 
work,  and  in  vindicating  and  honoring  his  own  appointed  means  and 
instrumentalities.  Thus  united  with  Christ,  and  thus  enjoying  his  cove- 
nant blessings,  we  may  gratefully  exclaim,  "  Happy  is  the  people  that 
is  in  such  a  case ;  yea,  happy  is  that  people  whose  God  is  the 
Lord." 

Among  the  many  reasons  that  may  be  enumerated,  calling  for  devout 
praise  and  gratitude,  we  may  mention  prominently  the  cheering  fact  that 
the  Church  yet  retains  "  the  unity  of  the  Spirit  in  the  bond  of  peace." 
We  can  conceive  of  nothing  more  liostile  to  the  spirituality  and  prosperity 
of  the  Church,  and  to  personal  piety,  than  dissension  and  strife.  "  For- 
giving one, another,  if  any  man  have  a  quarrel  against  any,"  is  ihe 
inspired  direction ;  and,  in  the  inimitable  prayer  which  our  Saviour 
taught  his  disciples,  we  are  directed  to  pray,  "  Forgive  us  our  tres- 
passes as  Ave  forgive  those  who  trespass  against  us."  We  judge  no 
true  Christian  can  look  upon  schism  in  "  the  body  of  Christ "  in 
any  other  light  than  as  a  fearful  and  desolating  calamity ;  and  the  care- 
less manner  in  which  the  disunion  and  rending  of  the  Church  are  fre- 
quently spoken  of,  betokens  a  great  want  of  "  the  meekness  and  gentle- 
ness of  Christ,"  and  ill  coroports  with  our  relations  to  God  as  redeemed 
sinners.  Nothing  but  evils  of  the  greatest  magnitude — evils  that  can 
neither  be  controlled  nor  extirpated,  but  which  threaten  the  vitality  and 
integrity  of  the  Church — can  ever  justify  such  propositions.  We  have 
reason  to  fear  that  the  division  of  the  Church,  which  under  almost  all 
conceivable  circumstances  is  the  greatest  of  all  possible  calamities,  has 
been  contemplated  by  some  with  entire  composure  ;  and  instead  of  being- 
deprecated  with  true  Christian  foresight  and  zeal,  has,  under  certain 
contingences,  been  invited  and  encouraged.  This  has  been  unfriendly 
to  those  relations  which  lead  us  to  "  dwell  together  in  unity." 

Our  unity  has  also  been  assailed  in  otlier  directions.  We  have 
fallen  upon  singular  times.  New  and  subtile  issues  are  continually 
forced  upon  us.  Reform  is  the  watchword  of  all  parties — the  universal 
passport  of  error  to  popular  favor.  Radical  changes,  antagonizing  the 
social  system  of  the  Gospel,  have  been  proposed ;  error  has  assumed 
new  forms,  and  bland,  conciliating  aspects;  infidelity  has  abandoned 
its  gross  materialism,  and  now  makes  its  insidious  advances  under  the 
guise  of  spiritualism ;  unexplained  facts,  arising  either  from  mysteries  in 
our  own  natures,  or  from  the  misleading  teaching  of  laws,  of  which,  as  yet, 
we  have  no  adequate  knowledge,  have  been  resorted  to,  to  render  this 
spiritualism  palatable ;  and  it  has  been  claimed  that  religious  truth 
opens  as  legitimate  a  field  of  discovery  as  science,  and  that  man,  in  the 
exercise  of  his  own  powers,  aided  by  spiritual  agents  which  he  can  com- 
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mand,  is  capable  of  traveling  further  into  the  inscrutable  aud  invisible, 
than  it  has  pleased  the  Divine  mind  to  take  us. 

These  insidious  errors  have  been  the  more  dangerous  because  often- 
times admitting  religious  truths,  and  assuming  them  as  a  garb,  or 
appealing  to  well-known  physiological  laws  and  mental  phenomena,  and 
building  its  theories  upon  them.  Thus  lulling  the  fears  of  the  unwary, 
and  appeahng  to  the  perverted  principles  of  our  natiu-es,  particularly  to 
human  pride  and  vanity,  they  have  succeeded  in  leading  a  few  astray, 
who  have  either  fallen  into  hopeless  and  open  infidelity,  rejecting  alto- 
gether the  teachings  of  the  Gospel,  as  below  their  attainments,  or  have 
become  the  victims  of  insanity.  But  it  is  a  matter  of  rejoicing  how  few 
have  been  deceived  and  turned  from  their  steadfastness.  In  no  instance 
has  any  considerable  defection  been  brought  about.  Our  membership 
"stand  fast  in  the  liberty  wherewith  Christ  hath  set  them  free,"  and 
have  not  suflfered  themselves  "  to  be  entangled  again  with  the  yoke  of 
bondage."  They  have  "  tried  the  spirits "  by  Bible  rules,  and  have 
thus  escaped  these  gross  delusions.  And  general  revivals  of  religion, 
contrasting  directly  with  the  results  of  error,  "bringing  forth  the  peace- 
able fruits  of  righteousness,"  elevating  and  saving  men  from  sin,  have 
fortified  their  minds  against  these  soul- destroying  errors.  .There  has 
been  agitation  in  the  Church  itself ;  and,  in  some  instances,  this  may 
have  been  exhibited  in  a  manner  not  quite  in  harmony  with  Christian 
meekness.  But  this  very  agitation  has  betrayed,  in  most  instances,  the 
ardent  love  of  our  people  for  the  old  paths,  the  land-marks  of  our 
beloved  Methodism,  the  institutions,  usages,  and  teachings  of  our 
fathers,  under  which  God  has  vouchsafed  us  so  long  and  so  extensive 
prosperity.  We  rejoice  that  these  monuments  of  the  wisdom,  zeal,  and 
piety  of  our  fathers  have  not,  amid  the  rapid  changes  everywhere  marking 
modern  movements,  fallen  into  desuetude.  The  lessons  of  the  past 
have  not  been  lost  upon  our  people.  In  their  minds,  as  it  should  be, 
the  presumption  is  against  that  which  is  new,  and  the  burden  of  proof  is 
with  its  advocates.  New  measures  must  either  be  tried  in  the  balances 
of  the  sanctuary  or  tested  by  the  experience  of  the  past.  Bold  and 
rash  experiments,  though  assuming  the  names  of  progress  and  reform, 
have  been  justly  regarded  with  suspicion ;  and  as  a  whole  populous 
Chiu-ch  is  to  be  aflected  thereby,  even  where,  as  in  reference  to  Church 
usage  and  polity,  real  improvement  is  admissible,  it  is  certainly  proper 
that  this  rigid  surveillance  and  earnest  sohcitude  should  be  exercised. 
With  such  vigilance  and  godly  jealousy,  the  agitations  of  the  past  four 
years  have  been,  we  trust,  on  the  whole,  healthful,  developing  on  one 
hand  a  love  for  Methodism  as  it  is,  and  on  the  other  leading  to 
the  adoption  of  such  well-digested  plans  for  can-ying  out  our  great 
evangelical  designs  as  a  mature  and  godly  judgment  will  approve. 
Thus,  what  seemed  adverse,  has  been  friendly  to  our  unity  ;  and  thus 
it  ever  will  be  while  "  the  God  of  love  and  peace  dwells  among  us.'* 
Conlinuing  to  "  walk  by  the  same  rule,  and  to  mind  the  same  thing," 
God  will  continue  to  honor  us  with  the  same  hallowed  instrumentality 
for  good ;  and  the  energy,  activity,  and  efficiency  of  the  Cliurch  will  be 
commensurate  with  its  high  vocation,  as  a  Church  raised  up  "  to  spread 
Scriptural  holiness  over  these  lands." 
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During  the  present  session  of  the  General  Conference  ra<any  subjects, 
some  of  them  involving  great,  if  not  radical  changes,  have  been  under 
consideration.  Petitions  and  memorials  from  almost  every  part  of  oivr 
extended  work,  have  been  presented  and  referred  to  appropriate  com- 
mittees, where  they  have  received  respectful  consideration.  This  has 
been  especially  the  case  on  the  subject  of  Slavery. 

The  position  of  our  Clnirch  from  the  beginning  has  been  that  of  an 
anti-slavery  Church;  and  in  both  slave  and  free  states  this  is  our 
present  attitude.  So  we  are  regarded  by  pro-slavery  men,  as  the  per- 
secution of  our  ministers  in  some  parts  of  our  work,  and  the  apparent 
necessity  of  changing  the  seat  of  one  of  our  conferences,  in  order 
to  avoid  the  notified  violence  of  a  mob,  clearly  prove.  The  subject  has 
been  largely  discussed  in  our  periodicals,  patiently  considered  in  the 
Committee  on  Slavery,  and  has  occupied  a  large  portion  of  the  time  of 
the  General  Conference,  where  it  has  been  debated,  as  you  have  seen, 
with  eminent  ability  and  the  greatest  freedom.  With  its  action  upon 
this  subject  you  are  already  acquainted.  The  debates  brought  out 
fully  the  fact,  that  none  of  the  members  of  this  General  Conference 
entertained  pro-slavery  sentiments,  and  that  little  or  no  mercenary  slave- 
holding  exists  in  the  Church.  And  the  effect  of  such  action  upon  the 
interests  of  the  border  conferences,  probably  alone  prevented  a  consti- 
tutional majority  from  voting  to  recommend  a  change  of  our  General  Rule 
on  the  subject  of  slavery.'  On  this  subject  be  temperate  and  firm ; 
resisting  evil,  not  with  carnal  weapons,  but  with  immutable  truths — 
"  weapons  that  are  mighty  through  God  to  the  pulling  down  of  strong- 
holds." 

And  now,  beloved  brethren,  will  you  sufifer  us  to  exhort  you  to  prompt 
and  vigorous  cooperation  with  your  ministers,  in  carrying  forward  the 
work  of  God  committed  to  us?  "Ye  are  workers  together  with  him." 
To  this  high  dignity  and  honorable  distinction  in  the  presence  of  God, 
and  "a  great  cloud  of  witnesses,"  is  every  Christian  called.  And  if 
we  "  stir  up  your  pure  minds,  by  way  of  remembrance,"  it  is  that  we 
may  present  you  before  Christ  "holy,  and  unblamable,  and  unre- 
provable  in  his  sight." 

And  first  we  exhort  you  to  give  the  "  most  earnest  heed  "  to  the 
training  of  your  children.  It  is  your  high  privilege  as  well  as  \o\xv 
solemn  duty,  while  they  are  yet  infants,  to  consecrate  them  to  God  in 
baptism.  "The  promise  is  unto  you  and  to  your  children;"  and  to  the 
mind  of  the  Christian  it  cannot  be  a  matter  of  indifterence  whether  or 
not  covenant  blessings  are  secured  for  his  offspring.  Bring  your  "  little 
children  to  Christ "  in  baptism,  that  that  heavenly  benediction  which 
conveys  covenant  grace  to  the  soul  may  fall  upon  them. 

In  the  early  and  most  eventful  period  of  life,  when  the  conscience  is 
tender  and  the  heart  susceptible,  instruction  devolves  upon  the  parents, 
and  they  cannot  transfer  their  duties  and  responsibilities  to  others  ;  but, 
subsequently,  the  Sabbath  school,  the  common  school,  and  the  college, 
become  valuable  auxiharies.  We  must  educate.  We  are  shut  up  to 
this  necessity.  Mind  will  be  educated  ;  and  we  are  only  to  choose  as 
to  the  manner  and  direction  of  its  education. 

Experience  has  furnished  ample  proofs  that  the  Sunday  school  is  the 
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nursery  of  the  Church.  Many  of  our  most  eminent  ministers,  and  hund- 
reds of  our  laymen,  whose  faith  and  morals  proclaim  them  living  Chris- 
tians, received"  their  early  religious  impressions  in  the  Sabbath  school. 
Minds,  that  otherwise  would  be  employed  in  every  evil  work,  receiving 
an  education  fraught  with  mischief,  are  thus,  on  the  Lord's  day, 
directed  to  religious  truth  and  devotion.  Interest  is  excited,  new  trains 
of  thought  are  opened  to  the  mind,  religious  truths  are  impressed,  books 
are  furnished  adapted  to  the  juvenile  taste,  and  calculated  at  the  same 
time  to  entertain  and  improve  both  the  heart  and  the  mind. 

Great  improvements  have  been  made  in  our  Sabbath- school  libraries  ; 
and  now,  in  cheapness,  variety,  and  adaptation,  they  may  challenge 
comparison  with  any  other  Sunday-school  libraries  in  this  country.  Our 
statistics  furnish  indubitable  evidence  of  prosperity  in  this  department. 
We  have  now  ten  thousand  four  hundred  and  sixty-nine  schools,  one 
hundred  and  thirteen  thousand  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  officers  and 
teachers,  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-nine  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twenty-six  scholars. 

While  we  rejoice  in  view  of  the  growing  interest  and  efficiency  of 
Sabbath- school  instruction,  and  while  we  express  our  hearty  praises  to 
God  for  the  frequent  outpouring  of  his  Spirit  upon  our  schools,  we  can 
but  deplore  the  indifference  manifested  by  many  in  regard  to  this  most 
potent  instrumentality  for  good.  To  secure  the  greatest  efficiency  for  our 
schools,  it  is  essential  that  all  the  members  of  our  Church  should  give 
them  their  countenance  and  aid.  He  would  prove  himself  umvorthy 
of  the  name  of  a  Christian  who  deemed  Sabbath-school  instruction  be- 
neath him ;  for  Christ  not  only  said,  "  Suffer  little  children  to  come 
unto  me,"  but  "  took  them  up  in  his  arms,  put  his  hands  upon  them, 
and  blessed  them."  We  cannot  better  imitate  our  Saviour,  or  more 
directly  advance  our  own  spiritual  interest,  than  by  laboring  to  dii-ect  the 
youthful  mind  to  Christ,  and  to  implant  therein  great  and  influential 
moral  and  religious  truths,  that,  in  the  hour  of  darkness  and  spiritual 
conflict,  shall  hold  the  soul  steady  in  its  high  resolves,  amid  the  suc- 
cessive shocks  of  temptation.  It  is  surely  Christ-like  to  be  thus 
employed  in  preparing  an  immortal  being  for  a  life  of  usefulness  and 
purity,  and  for  bliss  in  the  heavenly  world.  And  it  is  surely  matter  of 
serious  regret  that  many  members  of  the  Church  seem  satisfied  to  com- 
mit this  important  interest  entirely  to  youth,  and  in  many  instances  to 
unconverted  youth.  Not  that  we  would  object  to  the  employment  of 
young  persons  in  our  schools ;  but  we  would  have  them  sustained  by 
the  wisdom  and  counsel,  the  large  experience  and  mature  piety  of  age. 
Surely  this  is  a  most  inviting  field  for  Christian  labor,  a  "  field  white  to 
the  harvest ;"  and  here,  if  anywhere,  we  should  feel  the  force  of 
the  exhortation,  "  Whatsoever  thy  hand  findeth  to  do,  do  it  with  all  thy 
might." 

We  have  reason  to  fear  due  prominence  is  not  given  in  our  schools  to 
teaching  a  personal  spiritual  Christianity.  Mere  intellectual  teaching, 
however  thorough  and  extensive,  will  not  accomplish  the  end  proposed, 
and  is,  in  our  judgment,  a  desecration  of  the  holy  day.  The  array  of 
officers  and  teachers,  complete  discipline,  diligent  application,  all  the 
apparatus  and  external  appliances  of  the  school,  cannot  secure  the  end 
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conterapleted  in  their  establishment.  We  are  to  teach  the  lost  condition 
of  man;  the  necessity  of  the  new  birth,  justification  by  faitli ;  and  we 
are  to  ^uide  the  youthful  mind,  penitent  through  our  mstrumentahty,  to 
Christ  °as  its  only  Saviour.  Every  Sabbath-school  teacher,  as  he  enters 
his  class,  should  hear  the  voice  of  Ch.'ist  saying,  -  Feed  my  lambs ; 
and  havinrr  furnished  the  young  mind  with  the  snnple  and  saying  truths 
of  the  Golpel,  he  should  retire  to  seek  God's  blessing  upon  the  seed  he 
has  sown,  that  it  may  yield  a  harvest,  "  some  thirty,  some  sixty,  and 
some  a  hundredfold,"  to  the  "  praise  of  the  glory  of  God  s  grace. 

We  cannot  be  too  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  educatmg 
our  sons  and  daughters.  You  need  not  be  told  that  genuine  education 
is  as  favorable  to  the  progress  of  Christianity  as  to  the  development  of 
mind,  and  to  the  health  and  happiness  of  the  physical  man  It  shou  d  be 
directed  to  all  our  powers;  and  man  is  only  truly  educated  when  all  his 
powers  are  thus  harmoniously  developed.  In  this  country  especially, 
where  every  individual  is  charged  with  high  social  and  civil  responsibili- 
ties, and  where  free  speech  and  the  pen  e.xert  so  wide  and  benehcial  an 
influence,  it  is  the  duty  of  every  parent  to  educate.  But  there  are 
hio-her  and  more  influential  reasons  than  even  these.  God  has  committed 
immortal  spirits  to  our  charge,  and  has  furnished  in_  their  economy, 
reasons  of  the  most  weighty  and  imperative  character,  m  favor  ot  edu- 
catino-  them.  It  is  not  because  your  child  is  to  pursue  one  of  the  learned 
professions,  or  to  prosecute  this  or  that  particular  business,  or  for  any 
other  merely  earthly  reason  chieflv,  that  he  should  be  educated,  but  be- 
cause he  is  an  immortal  being.  A  man's  pursuits  in  this  world,  though 
often  reo-arded  as  the  only  reason  for  educating,  is,  comparatively,  a 
trivial  one,  and  every  Christian  must  feel  that  the  weighty  and  com- 
mandincr  reason  is  to  be  found  in  man's  immortality. 

We  reioice^to  see  seminaries  and  colleges  rising  up  on  all  sides  under 
the  sole  care  and  direction  of  our  Church.  There  are  now  some  seventy 
seminaries  of  the  first  grade,  and  fourteen  colleges  and  universities  under 
the  patronage  of  the  sliveral  Annual  Conferences.  Our  educational  en- 
terprises have  received  the  manifest  approbation  of  the  great  Head  ot 
the  Church.  Hundreds  of  the  pupils  of  these  institutions  have  been 
brouo-ht  to  Christ,  and  while  learning  earthly  sciences,  have  become 
"  wis°e  unto  salvation."  Extensive  revivals  of  rehgion  have  gladdened 
the  hearts  of  their  professors  and  teachers,  and  most  significantly  indi- 
cate the  approval  and  favor  of  God.  We  trust  you  will  sustain  them 
with  your  contributions,  and  that  your  sons  and  daughters  will  enjoy, 
through  them,  the  advantage  of  a  thorough  literary  and  scientific  tram- 
m<r  And  with  Heaven's  blessing  upon  these  institutions,  subordinatmg 
them  to  our  great  evangehcal  work,  we  doubt  not,  will  largely  contribute 
to  our  denominational  power  and  efficiency.  .        ,         ,        .         • 

The  enlarr^eraent  of  our  Zion,  and  the  aggressive  character  of  a  mis- 
sionary Church,  opening  fields  of  usefulness  which  it  becomes  our  duty 
to  occupy,  lead  to  increasing  calls  upon  the  liberality  of  our  people. 

God  lias  given  us  ability  to  meet  these  demands,  and  there  is  no 
reason  why,  for  want  of  means,  the  Gospel  should  be  hindered,     lo 
this  crreat  work  of  evangelizing  the  world  "  we  are  called  m  one  body. 
"  Norman  liveth  unto  himself."     Selfishness  stands  as  directly  opposed 
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to  the  prosperity  of  man  as  it  does  to  his  happiness  ;  and  both  the  one 
and  the  other  are  greatly  promoted  by  hberally  and  systematically  sus- 
taining the  onward  movements  of  the  Church.  Almost  without  means 
Methodism  has  accomplished  a  wonderful  work.  What,  then,  will  it 
effect  when  all  the  institutions  and  appliances  now  being  established  and 
adjusted  to  each  other,  and  to  our  holy  Christianity,  are  brought  into 
full  play,  and  directed  against  the  strongholds  of  sin  ?  If  throughout  all 
our  history  Methodism  has  doubled  itself  every  thirteen  years,  with  such 
enlarged  and  multiplied  means  and  opportunities,  with  a  nicely  adjusted 
and  harmonious  machinery,  reaching  every  interest,  and  with  "  the  Spirit 
of  the  living  God  in  the  wheels,"  may  we  not  hope  to  treble  and  quad- 
ruple both  our  numbers  and  our  usefulness  in  the  same  length  of  time  ? 
A  perishing  world  calls  us  to  greater  activity,  to  more  comprehensive 
plans,  to  more  numerous  instrumentahties,  to  larger  sacrifices  ;  "  the  love 
of  Christ  constraineth  us  "  to  undertake  new  and  bolder  enterprises  for 
the  glory  of  God,  and  the  salvation  of  man;  and  the  great  Head  of  the 
Church  requires  us  to  press  every  agent,  and  every  available  means 
consistent  with  rectitude  and  moral  freedom,  into  the  work  of  evangeliz- 
ing the  world.  We  trust  you  will  respond  to  these  calls  in  the  spirit  of 
self-denial  and  enlarged  benevolence. 

Without  referring  to  many  local  interests  which  will  naturally  fall  un- 
der your  observation  in  every  part  of  our  extended  work,  and  which  will 
be  sustained  by  those  immediately  connected  with  them,  permit  us  to 
call  your  attention  particularly  to  the  cause  of  missions,  both  in  the 
domestic  and  foreign  fields.  We  have  to  notice  here  a  most  commend- 
able liberality,  e\inced  in  the  increased  collections  of  the  past  four  years 
over  any  other  quadrennial  period.  But  to  maintain  our  ground,  and 
enter  those  great  and  effectual  doors  opened  to  us  by  the  providence  of 
God,  our  general  collections  must  be  largely  increased.  Here,  if  any- 
where, is  God's  word  pecuharly  applicable,  a  Divine  truth  with  countless 
living  illustrations,  "  The  liberal  soul  deviseth  liberal  things,  and  by 
liberal  things  shall  he  stand."  Everywhere,  both  in  our  own  and  in 
foreign  lands,  success  attends  us.  "  The  fields  are  white  to  the  harvest." 
But  as  a  Church,  missionary  in  its  origin  and  spirit,  we  are  capable  of 
doing  much  more.  In  answer  to  our  prayers,  God  will  raise  up  laborers, 
who'will  boldly  respond  to  the  call  of  the  Church,  "  Here  am  I ;  send  me." 
And  we  ask  that  the  "riches  of  your  hberality  may  aboimd  more  and 
more,"  that  this  great  and  glorious  work  of  God  may  not  be  hindered. 
With  your  ministers  enter  the  mighty  conflict  with  the  powers  of  dark- 
ness, and  sustain  them  as  God's  servants  doing  his  will,  until  "  the 
kingdoms  of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  his 
Christ." 

But  we  should  never  forget  that  the  mere  external  movements  of  the 
Church,  its  wealth,  numbers,  triumphs,  do  not  constitute  its  strength. 
"  On  all  the  glory  there  shall  be  a  defense."  This  defense  is  found  in 
its  living  union  with  God.  "  The  branch  cannot  bear  fruit  except  it 
abide  in  the  vine."  Mere  activity  will  not  supply  the  want  of  this  union. 
The  parade  of  means  and  ordinances,  the  sound  of  preparation  and  the 
array  of  agents  may  all  exist,  and  still  the  Church  be  powerless.  To  be 
truly  aggressive  it  must  be  a  living  Church  ;  we  must  walk  with  God  in 
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orier  to  obtain  the  --1  POwer  ^  save  me.^    M-  *- to^^l^^er 

^-Z7t^J2:SX~  Srue^sed  .  heave. 
"\';^  ^'TS:  wCrnjo;toTr„d  commumo„  with  God  hy  the 

jnS't^Metho&t  Chu.A  they  are  intha^y  -- -    ^^J^  *! 

?sSi:Ktrri£^^^^^^ 

this  most  interesting  and  impronng  ^^^^^  f^^'^'^^^^^^^^^^  but  we  can 
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REVISED  CONSTITUTION  OF  THE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY. 
Article  I. 
This  association,  denominated  "The  Missionary  Society  of  the  Meth- 
odist Epscopal  Chijrch, '  is  established  for  the  express  purpose  of  enabling 
the  several  Annual  Conferences  more  effectually  to  extend  heir  missionary 
abors  throughout  the  United  States  and  elsewhere;  and  also  to  assiS 
in  the  support  and  promotion  of  missionary  schools  and  missions  in  our 
own  and  m  foreign  countries.  - 

Article  II. 
The  payment  of  twenty  dollars  at  one  time  shall  constitute  a  membei 
fntn  t;  .  °^  P'Ti,  ry'^Sone  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  at  one  time 
1  of  fi  r'J  'Y  u'  ^""^T'^'y  ^^«-ger  for  life,  and  the  contribu- 
frii?f  K  .1.  "f '^^  dollars  shall  constitute  the  donor  an  honorary  patron 
for  life  both  of  whom  shall  be  entitled  to  a  seat  and  the  right  of  speaking^ 
but  not  of  voting,  m  the  Board  of  Managers.  P^tKing, 

Article  III. 
q  J^^  management  and  disposition  of  the  aflfairs  and  property  of  this 

fZTZ  f^^"  "'"''^  l^  "  ^r^  '^  ^^'^^g^^^'  <^«°«i«ting  of  thirty-two 
Kymen  all  being  members  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  and  so 
many  clerical  members,  not  exceeding  that  number,  as  shall  be  determ- 
ined at  each  annual  meeting  called  for  that  purpose,  each  of  whom 
both  \Vr'''r  f  '^1  ^''""f'"'  ^P^^^^P^l  cLr^h,  and  all  o  whom^ 
meeting!     ^  '  "'  ''"'  '^^"  ^'  '^''*'^  ^*  ^^  '^'^  ^^^"ai 

Article  IV. 

The  Corresponding  Secretary  shall  be  appointed  by  the  General  Con- 
ference.  He  shaJl  reside  in  New-York,  and  conduct  the  correspondence 
of  the  society,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board.  He  shall  be  subject  to 
the  direction  and  control  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  by  whom  his  salary 
s  to  be  fixed  and  paid  He  shall  be  exclusively  employed  in  conduc  inj 
the  correspondence  of  the  Society,  and,  under  the  direction  of  the  Board^ 
m  promoting  its  general  interests,  by  traveling  or  otherwise.  Should  his 
office  become  vacant  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the  Board  shall 
have  power  o  provide  for  the  duties  of  the  office  until  the  Bishops  or  a 
majority  of  them,  shall  ffil  the  vacancy.  ^  ' 

Article  V. 

fl.  J?i!  ^"^'"^  ^Y!  ^^1  ^"^^T^^  ^  ^PP^^'^*  ^"  t^®  officers  required  by 
the  charter,  and  to  make  by-laws  for  regulating  its  own  proceedings,  to 
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pSrt  of  superanm^ated  missionanes  Jdo^^^^^^  Conferences,  respectively, 
Uo  may  not  be  provided  for  ^^  f  ^"^^  ^^ceive  more  than  is  allowed  by 
it  being  understood  that  they  shall  ^^^  ^f  "^^^^^^  widows  and  orphans ; 

tL  Discipline  to  other  ^^^^^^'^^"f  ^.Ta^^^^^^^  Missions,  and 

and  to  print  books  for  the  benefit  of  Indian  an  g.^^  ^^^^  ^^^ 

xnissions  in  -^i^V/'SnrtSrfea  -^  shaU  present  a  statement  of 
cur  in  their  own  body  ^^"«g  f^g^^  ^t  its  annual  meeting,  and  also 

tr  prlcediBg  jears,  and  the  state  of  .ts  funds. 

Article  VI. 
Ue  annua,  meeting,  for  the  e,.t»n^f  f  ^ d^'oT  N^ot"  nd 
Sel'^tl'^'^'er  X"  oSs  ^S  liage  Jso  electa  .haU  eon,- 

tnence  January  the  first  following. 

Article  VII. 
^,  an  meeting,  of  ^^^^^oTI:^^::^^^-  CdtteXj: 

Srth*:i::7«sra*i^^^^^^^^  --"-^ "-  *"' 

purpose,  shall  preside. 

Article  VIII. 

Article  IX. 
lie  tninnte,  of  eaeh  meeUng  ^^1  >>e  .ign^by^the  ehaixman  of  the 
siting  at  which  the  minntes  are  read  and  approved. 

Article  X. 
BUrecon^^endedthatwithinth^honndso^^^^^^ 

£«^r»rLl  re^trafrSrencesU  respective,,  pre- 
scribe. 

Abticle  XI. 
Any  anAry  society  or  donor  -^.^-If  tsir^ant^l"  o"th^^^^^^^ 
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acknowledged  by  the  Board.  But,  in  the  event  that  more  funds  are  raised 
for  any  particular  mission  than  are  necessary  for  its  support,  the  surplus 
shall  be  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society  for  its  general  purposes. 

Article  XII. 

The  Annual  Conferences  shall  be  divided  into  as  many  mission  districts 
as  there  are  effective  superintendents,  and  there  shall  be  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  one  from  each  mission  district,  to  be  appointed  by  the  Bishops, 
and  to  be  called.  The  General  Missionary  Committee.  It  shall  be  the 
duty  of  this  committee  to  meet  annually  in  the  city  of  New-York,  be- 
tween the  1st  and  15th  of  November,  as  shall  be  determined  by  the  Cor- 
responding Secretary  and  Treasurer,  to  act  jointly  with  the  Board  of 
Managers,  the  Corresponding  Secretary,  and  the  Treasurer,  in  fixing  the 
amount  which  may  be  drawn  for  during  the  ensuing  year,  and  the  divis- 
ion of  said  amount  between  foreign  and  domestic  missions.  Said  com- 
mittee shall,  with  the  concurrence  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  and  with  the 
concurrence  of  at  least  two  of  the  Bishops,  determine  what  fields  shall  be 
occupied  or  continued  as  foreign  missions,  and  the  number  of  persons  to 
be  employed  on  said  missions,  and  shall,  in  conjunction  with  the  Board, 
estimate  the  sums  necessary  for  the  support  of  each  mission,  subject  to  the 
approval  of  two  or  more  of  the  Bishops.  Said  committee,  with  the  con- 
currence of  the  Board  and  Bishops  as  aforesaid,  shall  determine  the 
amount  for  which  each  Bishop  may  draw  for  the  domestic  missions  of 
those  conferences  over  which  he  shall  preside,  and  he  shall  not  draw  on 
the  Treasurer  for  more  than  said  amount. 

Provided,  nevertheless,  That  in  the  intervals  between  the  meetings 
of  the  General  Missionary  Committee,  the  Board  of  Managers,  with  the 
concurrence  of  the  Bishop  who  has  charge,  or  is  to  have  charge  of 
the  work  proposed,  may,  if  they  shall  deem  it  important,  adopt  a  new 
missionary  field,  and  also  provide  for  any  unforeseen  emergence  that  may 
arise ;  and  to  meet  such  demands,  may  expend  any  additional  sum  not 
exceeding  ten  thousand  dollars. 

Should  any  of  the  members  of  said  committee,  in  the  interval  of  the  Gen- 
eral Conference,  go  out  of  office  by  death,  resignation,  or  otherwise,  the 
Bishop  presiding  in  the  conferences  where  the  vacancy  shall  occur,  shall 
appoint  another  to  fill  his  place. 

Said  committee  to  be  amenable  to  the  General  Conference,  to  which  it 
shall  make  full  reports  of  its  doings. 

Any  expense  incurred  in  the  discharge  of  its  duties  shall  be  met  by  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Society. 

Article  XIII. 

The  sums  allowed  for  the  support  of  a  missionary  shall  not  exceed  the 
usual  allowance  of  other  itinerant  preachers.  The  I3ishop  or  president  of 
the  conference,  (if  the  mission  be  domestic,)  and  the  superintendent, 
where  there  is  one,  and  if  not,  the  missionary,  (if  it  be  foreign,)  shall 
draw  on  the  Treasurer  for  the  same,  in  quarterly  or  half-yearly  install- 
ments, and  they  shall  always  promptly  notify  the  Treasurer  of  all  drafts 
made  by  them. 


Fiscal  Report  of  Committee  on  Expenses  of  Delegates.         306 


Article  XIV. 

Each  superintendent  of  missions,  and  where  there  is  no  superintendent, 
each  missionary,  shall  make  a  regular  quarterly  report  to  the  Correspond- 
ing Secretary  at  New- York,  giving  information  of  the  state  and  prospects 
of  the  several  missions  under  his  care. 

Article  XV. 

Each  missionary  shall  report  to  his  superintendent  once  a  quarter,  in 
writing,  the  state  and  prospects  of  the  special  work  in  which  he  is 


Article  XVI. 

No  one  shall  be  acknowledged  a  missionary,  or  receive  support  from 
the  funds  of  this  Society,  who  has  not  some  definite  field  assigned  to  him, 
or  who  could  not  be  an  effective  laborer  on  a  circuit,  except  as  provided 
for  in  Article  V. 

Article  XVII. 

This  Constitution  shall  not  be  altered  but  by  the  General  Conference 
upon  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers,  or  by  the  Board,  on 
the  recommendation  of  the  General  Conference. 

A  true  copy,  as  approved  by  the  Board  of  Managers  at  their  meeting, 
June  18,  1856.  D.  Terry,  Secretary  pro  tern. 


KK. 

FISCAL  REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  Olf  EXPENSES  OF  DELEGATES. 

The  Committee  on  "  Expenses  of  Delegates"  present  the  following  as 
their  fiscal  report: 

Reported  at 
Delegations.  Eipenses.  Keceipta.  Deficiencies.  Soiplus.  being      in 

Chicago. 

New-Hampshire $412  62  $  88  12  $324  50 

New-York 417  44  376  63  40  91 

Troy 465  88  226  07  239  81 

New-York  East 46148  316  88  144  60 

California 909  91  19160  718  31 

Maine 318  85  125  64  193  21 

Vermont 280  00  65  88  214  12 

Black  River 410  50  257  50  153  00 

Western  Virginia 90  00  110  38  $20  28 

East  Maine 352  93  172  02  180  91 

Pittsburgh 226  00  354  30  128  30 

Wyoming 126  64  73  94  52  60 

Erie 240  78  27158  30  80 

Oneida 330  79  248  80  8199 

20 
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Delegation.  Expenses. 

East  Genesee $253  44  $69  73 

North  Western  Indiana...  42  20  195  60 

Oregon 1,168  17  75  90 

Genesee 173  98  173  98 

Michigan 137  60  149  63 

Ohio 98  20  372  48 

Indiana 48  00  142  35 

North  Indiana 10  40  10157 

Wisconsin 180  69  103  08 

Rock  River 232  07  307  71 

North  Ohio 106  16  259  59 

Cincinnati 63  94  267  82 

Iowa 189  85  162  91 

Southeastern  Indiana 27  50  126  75 

Southern  Illinois 73  07  173  82 

Illinois 157  05  261  03 

Kentucky 27  00  23  40 

Missouri 72  80  4195 

Arkansas 128  80  13  10 

Baltimore 781  25  294  98 

Philadelphia 425  00  616  85 

New-England 465  02  93  09 

Providence 368  44  114  10 

New-Jersey 428  17  446  51 


Reported  u 

Deficienciei. 

Surplus. 

baing     in 
Chicago. 

$183  71 

$163  40 

1,092  27 

12  13 

$14  12 

274  28 

94  35 

91  17 

77  64 

34  10 

75  64 

101  46 

163  43 

203  88 

126  94 

99  25 
100  75 
103  98 

7  00 

3  60 

30  85 

115  70 

486  27 

91  86 

371  93 

254  34 

18  34 

$10,693  27   $7,267  17     $5,095  18    $1,661  93    $156  68 


RECAPITULATION. 

Whole  amount  of  expenses $10,693  27 

Whole  amount  of  receipts 7,267  17 

Whole  amount  of  deficiency $3,426  10 

Reported  as  being  in  Chicago $156  68 

John  S.  Porter,  Chairman. 


LL. 

REPORT  OF  COMMITTEE  ON  EDUCATION. 

The  Committee  on  Education  beg  leave  to  submit  this  as  their  final 
report. 

The  view  of  our  institutions  of  learning  exhibited  in  the  tabular  state- 
ment annexed,  imperfect  as  it  is,  affords  matter  of  congratulation.  It  is 
presumed  that  no  Church  in  our  country  has  done  more  than  our  own, 
in  proportion  to  her  means,  to  promote  sound  learning. 

It  is  very  desirable  that  our  literary  institutions  should  report  regular- 
ly and  fully  to  the  General  Conference,  in  order  that  we  may  have,  as  far 
as  possible,  a  reliable  history  of  our  labors,  expenditures,  and  progress,  in 
the  department  of  education. 

Your  committee  suggest  that  a  yearly  Educational  Register,  containing 
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financial  and  educational  statistics,  and  reports  of  the  colleges,  seminaries, 
and  academies,  under  the  care  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  be 
published  by  our  Book  Concern.  Perhaps  an  appendix  to  the  usual  cal- 
endar would  answer  the  purpose  for  the  present.  It  should  contain,  in 
addition  to  general  information,  answers  to  the  following  questions  con- 
cerning each  of  our  institutions,  namely  : 

1 .  What  are  the  names,  salaries,  and  labors  of  the  president,  profess- 
ors, and  tutors  ? 

2.  What  is  the  course  of  study  ? 

3.  What  are  the  plans  of  instruction  and  government? 

4.  What  is  the  total  number  of  pupils? 

5.  How  many  are  pursuing  the  regular  course? 

6.  HoAv  many  are  pious  ? 

v.  How  many  are  connected  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church? 

8.  How  many  are  preachers  or  exhorters? 

9.  How  many  have  in  view  the  missionary  work  ? 

10.  How  many  are  looking  forward  to  the  ministry  ? 

11.  How  many  were  converted  after  they  entered  the  institution  ? 
Such  an  addition  to  our  calendar  would  atford  hints  to  improvement 

and  matter  of  encouragement ;  while  it  would  awaken  interest  and  call 
forth  the  prayers  of  the  Church  for  our  seats  of  learning,  and  serve 
as  a  vehicle  of  important  information  to  the  superintendents,  and  to  such 
institutions  as  are  in  need  of  instructors.  It  is  presumed  that  the  increased 
profits  of  the  calendar  thus  enlarged,  would  more  than  justify  the  addi- 
tional expense.  Though  this  would  not  fully  meet  the  wants  of  our  edu- 
cational interests,  it  would,  we  trust,  lead,  sooner  or  later,  to  a  weekly  or 
monthly  publication  devoted  to  education,  and,  perhaps,  to  an  Education- 
al Secretary  to  superintend  the  interests  of  this  department  of  our 
work;,  which  in  importance,  perhaps,  yields  to  no  other.  For  want  of 
such  guidance  we  have,  in  many  parts  of  the  land,  entered  upon  plans  of 
doubtful  expedience  ;  called  into  existence  institutions  that  were  not  needed 
and  could  not  be  sustained  ;  employed  instructors  ill  adapted  to  their  vo- 
cation ;  adopted  courses  of  study  greatly  defective ;  lowered  and  varied  the 
standard  of  education,  and  wasted  much  of  the  resources  of  the  Church. 

Time,  it  is  true,  applies  the  corrective  to  these  evils,  but  not  without 
much  loss  and  mortification.  Much  as  we  have  done,  there  is  a  wide  field 
before  us.  It  is,  therefore,  difficult  to  set  limits  to  the  number  of  our  lit- 
erary institutions  in  the  newer  portions  of  our  country.  Your  committee 
think  it  advisable  for  our  Annual  Conferences  to  keep  in  mind  the  distinc- 
tion between  universities  and  colleges,  restricting  the  former  term  to  insti- 
tutions that  have  courses  of  study  additional  to  the  ordinary  classical  cur- 
riculum ;  and,  also,  to  distinguish  between  institutions  which  have  the  lat- 
ter course  and  the  mere  academy  or  preparatory  school. 

We  respectfully  suggest,  also,  that  our  Annual  Conferences  fix  upon 
some  minimum  foundation  to  be  acquired  by  each  institution  hereafter  to 
be  established,  before  it  shall  assume  its  title,  or  take  rank  among  our 
seminaries  of  learning,  and  that  such  foundation  be  sufficient  to  give  it 
respectability  and  a  fair  prospect  of  permanence.  Although  we  have  no 
right  to  limit  the  number  of  literary  institutions,  we  have  a  right  to  limit 
our  responsibility  for  their  character  and  support. 
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In  regard  to  the  "  course  of  study,"  your  committee  remark  that  we 
should  not  make  any  material  variation  from  that  which  has  received  the 
sanction  of  ages,  and  trained  the  best  minds  of  modern  times.  The  addi- 
tions to  this  course,  rendered  necessary  by  the  progress  of  modern  science, 
does  not  justify  any  diminution  of  attention  to  classical  and  mathematical 
studies ;  and  when  we  consider  the  improvements  in  the  methods  of  edu- 
cation which  have  been  made  of  late  years,  we  cannot  think  that  these 
additions  call  for  any  great  increase  of  the  time  to  be  devoted  to  the 
course. 

One  of  the  greatest  demands  of  the  age  is  for  teachers  of  common 
schools.  Your  committee  think  that  our  Church  has  not  done  what  it 
should  to  answer  this  call,  and  would  respectfully  ask  whether  we  should 
not  establish,  either  separately,  or  in  connection  with  our  colleges.  Normal 
Schools  for  the  special  purpose  of  training  youth  for  the  profession  of 
teaching.  We  have  in  the  Normal  School  of  Westminister,  England,  an 
excellent  model,  and  in  its  results,  an  impressive  illustration  of  the  bene- 
fits of  such  an  institution. 

It  is  deemed  indispensable  to  press  upon  the  Church  the  importance 
of  giving  all  our  literary  institutions  a  decidedly  religious  character. 
That  this  has  not  been  overlooked  heretofore  is  evident  from  the  revivals 
which  have  occurred  within  them,  but  it  is  presumed  that  more  may  be 
done,  by  giving  greater  prominence  to  the  Bible  in  our  courses  of  study, 
by  establishing  a  more  intimate  connection  between  the  seminary  and  the 
Church,  by  organizing  Bible  classes  in  connection  with  the  former  as  well 
as  the  latter,  and  perhaps  by  establishing  catechumen  classes  for  advanced 
scholars,  to  train  them  in  that  critical  period  when  the  passions  glow  and 
the  world  assumes  its  most  attractive  forms.  Such  classes  differ  from 
Bible  classes  in  a  more  thorough  organization  and  a  more  extended  plan ; 
they  would  develop  systematically  the  truths  of  Holy  Scripture,  and  the 
glories  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  thus  prevent  the  young  from  being 
attracted  by  the  imposing  forms  of  a  spiritless  religion  and  the  poetical 
spiritualism  of  a  Christless  faith. 

Your  committee  express  the  hope  that  our  Church  will  not  fail  to  ob- 
serve the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges,  or  to  offer  up  daily  inter- 
cession for  all  our  institutions  of  learning. 

We  trust  that  our  ministers  will  feel  increased  interest  in  our  seminaries 
of  Hterature,  and  manifest  this  interest  by  visiting  them,  and  inquiring 
earnestly  how  they  may  serve  them.  They  ought  not,  however,  to  limit 
their  attention  to  schools  under  our  own  control.  It  is  our  duty  to  feel 
a  deep  concern  for  the  common  schools  and  academies  of  the  republic. 
Much  may  be  done  by  Methodist  ministers  to  elevate,  to  purify,  and  to 
extend  them,  especially  in  the  newer  portions  of  our  country.  Our  agency 
in  this  respect  should  be  employed  prudently,  and  in  such  a  manner  as  to 
show  that  we  have  no  sectarian  or  selfish  end  in  view,  but  merely  desire 
to  do  our  share  in  the  great  work  of  educating  the  nation.  A  large  pro- 
portion of  the  youth  belong  to  famihes  under  our  ministry,  and  if  we  ful- 
fill our  obligations  to  them  we  shall  have  our  full  share  of  influence  in  the 
management  of  common  schools  and  other  state  literary  institutions  ac- 
corded to  us  by  a  public  sense  of  justice  without  any  solicitation  on  our 
part. 
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Your  committee  beg  leave  to  call  attention  to  a  clause  in  the  Disci- 
pline, disqualifying  teachers  for  admission  into  full  connection  in  our  An- 
nual Conferences.  If  the  sacred  office  is  not  compatible  with  that  of  the 
educator,  it  is  clear  that  our  ministers  should  not  be  appointed  to  institu- 
tions of  learning.  If  they  are  in  the  discharge  of  ministerial  duties  while 
occupying  professors'  chairs,  why  should  they  be  ineligible  to  take  rank 
with  their  brethren  who  are  in  situations  no  more  sacred  ?  Although  they 
are  not  recognized  as  pastors,  it  is  presumable  that  they  do  as  much  pas- 
toral work  as  those  who  are  so  recognized,  and  receive  as  much  fruit  of 
their  labor.  Indeed,  it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  portions  of  our  work 
are  more  blessed  by  the  great  "  Head  of  the  Church"  than  our  Method- 
ist schools  and  colleges. 

We  respectfully  submit  the  following  resolutions : 

1.  Resolved,  That  our  institutions  of  learning  be  requested  to  be  more 
prompt  and  full  in  reporting  their  condition  to  the  General  Conference. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  attention  of  the  Book  Agents  be  called  to  this 
report. 

3.  Resolved,  That  our  seminaries  of  learning  be  commended  to  the 
prayers  of  the  Church,  and  that  the  annual  concert  of  prayer  for  colleges 
be  observed  in  all  our  eongregations. 

4.  Resolved,  That  the  several  Annual  Conferences  be  directed  to  dis- 
courage the  further  multiplication  of  Methodist  colleges  and  other  semin- 
aries of  learning,  unless  when  additional  schools  may  be  imperatively  re- 
quired for  the  education  of  the  youth  of  our  Church,  and  unless  these 
schools  may  be  maintained  without  materially  diminishing  the  patronage 
and  eflSciency  of  existing  institutions. 

5.  Resolved,  That  in  the  judgment  of  this  Conference,  no  institution 
should  hereafter  be  received  as  a  college  under  the  patronage  of  our 
Church  until  it  shall  have  secured  an  endowment  of  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars. 

6.  Resolved,  That  preachers  appointed  by  our  bishops  to  our  institu- 
tions of  learning  shall  not  be  deemed  ineligible  to  full  connection  in  our 
Annual  Conferences,  if  otherwise  qualified,  and  that  the  Discipline  be  con- 
formed to  this  principle. 
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INSTITUTIONS  OWNED  OR  EDUCATIONALLT  CONTROLLED  BY  THE  METHODIST 

EPISCOPAL  CHURCH,  AND  UNDER  THE  PATRONAGE  OF  ANNUAL  CONFERENCES. 

Colleges  and  Universities. 

1.  Whole  number  of  Colleges  and  Universities .  . . .  .^ 19 

2.  Whole  number  of  Teachers  emi)loyed .' 105 

3.  Whole  number  of  Pupils  both  in  Collegiate  and  Preparatory  courses 

for  1855 2,962 

4.  Value  of  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Educational  Fixtures $516,342 

5.  Amount  of  Endowments $1,558,000 

6.  Value  of  other  Property $45,000 

7.  Cost  of  Apparatus  and  Cabinets $36,565 

8.  Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Libraries 75,860 

9.  Whole  amount  of  Indebtedness $79,442 

Academies,  Seminaries,  Female  Colleges,  and  Collegiate  Institutes, 

1.  Whole  number 68 

2.  Whole  number  of  Instructors 306 

3.  Pupils  in  attendance  for  the  year  1855 14,572 

4.  Value  of  Academic  Buildings,  Grounds,  and  Fixtures,  estimated. . . .  $959,850 
6.  Endowments $151,000 

6.  Other  Property $51,515 

7.  Cost  of  Apparatus  and  Cabinets $27,688 

8.  Volumes  in  Libraries 22,969 

9.  Whole  Indebtedness $212,870 

Biblical  Institutes. 

1.  Whole  number  of  Biblical  Institutes 2 

2.  Whole  number  of  Professors 6 

3.  Whole  number  of  Students  in  1855 109 

4.  Value  of  Buildings  and  Grounds $18,000 

5.  Amount  of  Endowments $325,000 

6.  Whole  number  of  Volumes  in  Libraries 6,000 

|J^°  Several  blanks.    Some  of  the  figures  are  approximate  estimates. 

For  all  Institutions. 
Total  of  assets  above  liabilities $3,030,395 


MM. 

REPORT  RELATING  TO  THE  BEQUEST  OF  JAMES  BOURDET. 

The  Committee  on  the  Bom-det  Bequest,  having  considered  the  subject 
referred  to  them,  submit  the  following  as  their  report : 

In  A.  D.  1841,  James  Bourdet,  of  Champlain,  Clinton  county,  New- 
York,  in  his  last  will  and  testament,  left  to  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches  of  the  United  States,  one  undi\aded  half  of  his  real  and  personal 
estate,  to  be  expended  by  them  in  Christian  and  charitable  purposes :  pro- 
vided that  his  nephew,  Warren  Chapman  Dickinson,  died  without  issue. 

Said  Warren  Chapman  has  since  died,  having  no  issue.  The  commit- 
tee has  no  means  of  knowing  the  exact  amount  of  the  aforesaid  legacy, 
but  recommend  the  adoption  of  the  following  resolutions  : 

1.  Resolved  by  the  delegates  of  the  several  Annual  Conferences  in 
General  Conference  assembled,  That  Solomon  Fisk,  of  Chazy,  New- York, 
and  George  L.  Clark,  of  Plattsburgh,  New- York,  be,  and  they  hereby 
are,  appointed  commissioners  on  the  pait  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Churches,  to  settle  with  the  executor  or  executors  of  the  aforesaid  estate. 

2.  Resolved,  That  they  pay  over  the  money  remaining  in  their  hands, 
after  defraying  all  necessary  expenses,  in  the  manner  following,  namely  . 
Five  hundred  dollars  to  the  trustees  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  ir. 
Chazy,  New- York,  and  the  balance,  be  the  same  more  or  less,  to  the 
Treasurer  of  the  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church. 
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